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Part B Data Notes

2008-09 Reporting Year and Fall 2009

This document provides information, or data notes, on the ways in which states collected and reported
data differently from the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) data formats and instructions.
In addition, the data notes provide explanations of substantial changes or other changes that data users
may find notable or of interest in the data from the previous year.

2009 Child Count

American Samoa

American Samoa allows children ages 3 through 5 to be classified in the following disabilities: hearing
impairments, emotional disturbance, orthopedic impairments, other health impairments, traumatic brain
injury, deaf/blindness, and developmental delay. For the 2008 child count, American Samoa had zero
children to report in these categories.

American Samoa classifies students ages 6 through 21 in the following disabilities: emotional
disturbance, orthopedic impairments, other health impairments, and traumatic brain injury. For the 2008
child count, American Samoa had zero students to report in these categories.

Arkansas

In Arkansas, the developmental delay disability category does not apply to children ages 6 and older.
Arkansas does not use the mental retardation, emotional disabilities, or specific learning disabilities
categories for preschool students (3 to 5 years of age). These categories are available for K-12 and
therefore are found only in the 5-year-old preschool data, which represents the kindergarten students who

were rolled back to the preschool count.

Bureau of Indian Education

The BIE does not serve 3-year-old students. Per 25 CFR, a child must be age 5 by December 31st of a
given school year to be enrolled.

California

California does not use the developmental delay category when identifying disability status for children
with disabilities ages 3 to 21 for purposes of reporting under IDEA.

Colorado
Colorado law defines the category of physical disabilities, but it is not broken into orthopedically

impaired and other health impairments. All children with physical disabilities were reported under the
category orthopedically impaired.
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Connecticut
In Connecticut, the developmental delay disability category does not apply to children ages 6 and older.
Delaware

Delaware does not offer services beyond age 21. Delaware does not use the disability category multiple
disabilities.

District of Columbia

During state-level validation activities related to child count, the OSSE found that some LEAs were
abiding by federal guidelines for the determination of developmental delay but were not making decisions
consistent with state regulations. However, the OSSE acknowledges that state regulations regarding the
criteria (namely age limits) for the use of developmental delay have not been entirely clear. The state
confirmed that the students were receiving services, and the IEP team is working to hold reevaluation
meetings to update their eligibility. The OSSE is taking several steps to correct this issue: (1) the OSSE is
in the process of finalizing state-level policy that clarifies the requirements of all disabilities, including
developmental delay; (2) the state-level training and technical assistance team will provide follow-up
sessions for LEAs to clarify the use of disability criteria in the determination of eligibilities; (3) the OSSE
will use state-level monitoring activities in order to address areas of identified noncompliance.

Georgia

The multiple disabilities category does not apply for state of Georgia.

Indiana

Indiana does not permit incarceration of children ages 12 and younger.

Iowa

In Iowa, the developmental delay disability category does not apply to children ages 3 and older.

Nevada

In Nevada, the developmental delay disability category does not apply to children ages 6 and older.

New Jersey

The developmental delay disability category does not apply to children ages 6 and older.

New York

New York State reports all its preschool children with disabilities who are either 3 or 4 years of age on the
child count date under the developmental disability category. The definition of a preschool child with

a disability in the state’s regulations is as follows:

Preschool student with a disability is a preschool child as defined in section 4410(1)(i) of Education Law
who is eligible to receive preschool programs and services, is not entitled to attend the public schools of

the school district of residence pursuant to section 3202 of the Education Law and who, because of
mental, physical, or emotional reasons, has been identified as having a disability and can receive
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appropriate educational opportunities from special programs and services approved by the department.
Eligibility as a preschool student with a disability shall be based on the results of an individual evaluation
which is provided in the student's native language, not dependent on a single procedure, and administered
by a multidisciplinary team in accordance with all other requirements as described in section 200.4 (b) (1)
through (5) of this Part.

(1) Commencing July 1, 1993, to be identified as having a disability a preschool student shall either:

(1) exhibit a significant delay or disorder in one or more functional areas related to cognitive, language
and communicative, adaptive, socio-emotional or motor development which adversely affects the
student's ability to learn. Such delay or disorder shall be documented by the results of the individual
evaluation which includes but is not limited to information in all functional areas obtained from a
structured observation of a student's performance and behavior, a parental interview and other
individually administered assessment procedures, and, when reviewed in combination and compared to
accepted milestones for child development, indicate:

(a) a 12-month delay in one or more functional area(s); or
(b) a 33 percent delay in one functional area, or a 25 percent delay in each of two functional areas; or

(c) if appropriate standardized instruments are individually administered in the evaluation process, a
score of 2.0 standard deviations below the mean in one functional area, or a score of 1.5 standard
deviations below the mean in each of two functional areas; or

(i1) meet the criteria set forth in paragraphs (1), (2), (3), (5), (9), (10), (12) or (13) of subdivision (zz) of
this section.

(2) Commencing July 1, 1991, in the calendar year in which such preschool student becomes three years
of age, a student shall be first eligible for preschool programs and services on January 2nd of such
calendar year, if the student's birthday falls before July 1st, otherwise a student shall be first eligible on
July 1st of the calendar year; except that a student who, as of his or her third birthday, is already receiving
services pursuant to section 236 of the Family Court Act or its successor, or section 4204-a of the
Education Law, may, if the parent so chooses, continue to receive such services through August 31st of
the calendar year in which the student first becomes eligible to receive services pursuant to section 4410
of the Education Law. A student shall be deemed to be a preschool student with a disability through the
month of August of the school year in which the student first becomes eligible to attend school pursuant
to section 3202 of the Education Law.”

Ohio
The developmental delay disability category does not apply to children ages 6 years and older.

Oregon

In Oregon, the developmental delay disability category does not apply to children ages 6 and older.
Additionally, the state does not use the multiple disabilities category.
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Pennsylvania

In Pennsylvania, there may be instances where a 6-year-old child remains in a preschool program for an
additional year, thus allowing for the use of developmental delay as a disability category. Otherwise, the
developmental delay disability category does not apply to children ages 6 and older.

South Dakota

The developmental delay disability category does not apply to children ages 6 years and older.
Tennessee

Students older than 21 are not included in alignment with EDEN file requirements.

Texas

The developmental delay disability category does not apply to children ages 3 years and older.

2009 Educational Environments

Alaska

The developmental delay disability category does not apply to children ages 9 years and older.

American Samoa

American Samoa does not serve 3- to 5-year-old children with disabilities in separate classrooms,
separate schools, residential facilities, or service provider locations because it does not have these
facilities.

American Samoa does not serve 6- to 21-year-old students with disabilities in separate schools or
residential facilities because it does not have these facilities.

Arkansas
The developmental delay disability category does not apply to children ages 6 years and older.

Bureau of Indian Education

The Bureau of Indian Affairs per CFR 25 does not serve students who will not be 5 years old by
December 31 of a given year and therefore does not provide counts for children younger than 4 years of
age.

California

The developmental delay disability category does not apply to children ages 3 years and older.

Colorado

Colorado does not use the other health impairment disability category.
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Connecticut

The developmental delay disability category does not apply to children 6 years and older. The state does
not permit incarceration of children younger than 14 years of age.

Delaware
Delaware does not use the disability category multiple disabilities.

District of Columbia

The District of Columbia permits placement of 3- to 5-year-olds in residential facilities and also permits
the incarceration of children ages 6 through 11. However, at the time of the 2009 child count, there were
no children to report under these categories.

Florida

The multiple disabilities category does not apply for Florida.

Georgia

The multiple disabilities category does not apply for Georgia.

Idaho

Idaho does not permit the incarceration of children under the age of 12 years old.

Indiana

Indiana does not permit incarceration of children ages 12 and younger.

Iowa

In Iowa, the developmental delay disability category does not apply to children ages 3 and older.
Micronesia

The Federated States of Micronesia has not developed a formal assessment tool to measure the status of
students' English language proficiency.

New Jersey

The developmental delay disability category does not apply to children ages 6 years and older.
New York

The developmental delay disability category does not apply to children ages 5 years and older.

Northern Marianas

The Northern Marianas’ predominant language is English as well as our language of instruction.
Currently, the Northern Marianas do not have a testing instrument to measure the proficiency of the
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predominant language for all students with and without disabilities. The state school system is in the
process of finalizing a testing instrument to measure language proficiency for all students.

Ohio

The developmental delay disability category does not apply to children ages 6 years and older.
Palau

Palau Ministry of Education Special Education Program does not have the following placements:
residential facilities and correctional facilities. All Palau special educational students are English
Language Learners. English is the second language.

South Dakota

The developmental delay disability category does not apply to children ages 6 years and older.
Texas

The developmental delay disability category does not apply to children ages 3 years and older.
2008 Personnel

Alaska

Alaska does not employ social workers to serve children with disabilities.

American Samoa

American Samoa collects data for audiologists, interpreters, and physical education teachers for the
related services section, but did not have any to report for these categories for the 2008-09 school year.

Fully certified for speech-language pathologists and the psychologists categories is based on their
certification on their specific areas of work.

Arkansas

Arkansas does not employ speech language pathologists as related services personnel to serve children
with disabilities. Speech pathologists are reported as special education teachers. Speech is considered an
instruction, not a related service in Arkansas.

Connecticut

The FTE of special education teachers for ages 3 through 5 reported for 2008-09 demonstrate a significant
increase compared to the FTE reported in 2007-08. This increase was attributed to the increase of early
childhood programs.

Prior to 2008-09, the special education paraprofessionals for ages 3 through 5 were subsumed in the 6
through 21 data. Therefore, there was a decrease in the paraprofessionals for ages 6 through 21 FTEs
since the Department is now separately reporting the FTEs for special education paraprofessionals for
ages 3 through 5.
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Prior to 2008-09, Connecticut did not break out the percentage of time that psychologists, social workers,
and counselors spend with students with disabilities and their peers without disabilities. The decrease in
the FTEs was the result of reporting only time spent with students with disabilities.

Because Connecticut does not certify or have any jurisdiction over the other listed related service
personnel, the state does not collect data on the number of these personnel employed by LEAs in the state.
Therefore, Connecticut was unable to report the number of related services personnel in the other
categories that may be providing services to students with disabilities. The state of Connecticut does not
intend to collect these personnel categories; they are not required under IDEA, and state law does not
allow the Department of Education any jurisdiction over these personnel.

Delaware

Delaware employs the following related services personnel to serve children with disabilities, but had
none to report for the 2008-09 reporting year:

Interpreters

Physical education teachers and recreation and therapeutic recreation specialists
Social workers

Medical/nursing service staff

Counselors and rehabilitation counselors

Orientation and mobility specialists

The increase in highly qualified paraprofessionals and the decrease in non-highly qualified
paraprofessionals was attributed to Delaware's ongoing focus on getting all staff to meet the highly
qualified requirements. The increase in paraprofessional positions overall was tied to Delaware's efforts to
place special education students in the least restrictive environment, as well as an increase in
paraprofessionals providing additional instructional support in Response to Intervention initiatives.

District of Columbia

The District of Columbia does not employ or contract audiologists, interpreters, or physical therapists,
orientation and mobility specialists, or medical and nursing staff to provide services to children with
disabilities. The OSSE did not collect data for audiologists, interpreters, or physical therapists, orientation
and mobility specialists, or medical and nursing staff for the 2008-09 school year. The OSSE expects to
collect this information for the 2009-10 school year.

Georgia

In 2007, paraprofessionals for ages 3 to 5 were reported by program-teacher class association. In 2008,
these data were reported independently from an associated teacher. The new collection protocol provided
for a more accurate count of multiple paraprofessionals assigned to the same classroom and accounted for
both the increase in paraprofessionals for ages 3 to 5 and the decrease in paraprofessionals for ages 6 to
21.

In 2008, new hire teachers represented 12.2% of Georgia’s teacher force. Given the 15,273 special
education teachers for ages 6 to 21 in FYO08, this reflected approximately 1,800 special education new
hires. At the present time, the pool of highly qualified personnel is not consistent with the established
need.
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In 2008, a change in personnel reporting allowed districts to report both employed and contracted
personnel in a single report rather than in two different collections. Viewing the counts as an aggregate
number has allowed districts to more effectively account for all staff.

Guam

Guam employs counselors (school guidance counselors) but had none to report for this reporting year.
Guam reported 0 in the respective category.

Idaho

Idaho was unable to report whether it employed social workers and counselors/rehabilitation counselors
in terms of the FTEs spent working with students with disabilities.

Illinois

Illinois' personnel data does not include personnel employed by private agencies or staff serving in
nonpublic schools. As a result, Illinois' personnel data were an undercount.

[linois' early childhood special education teachers are not required to meet highly qualified requirements
as Illinois school districts are not required to provide preschool services to all students.

Some special education teachers of students in the 6 through 21 age range may not meet the highly
qualified requirements if they are working on the basis of a special education approval. Illinois does not
collect special education teacher data by ages served. As a result, the state was only able to provide a
separate count of teachers serving 3- through 5-year-olds when their services were provided in an early
childhood or preschool setting. All other personnel who may be serving students ages 3 through 5 were
reported as serving 6- through 21-year-old students. As a result, the number of teachers for children ages
3 through 5 was an undercount, and the number of teachers for students ages 6 through 21 was a slight
overcount.

The increase for Illinois in the category special education paraprofessionals for ages 3 through 5 — total
who were employed or contracted to work with children with disabilities was directly attributed to
changes in the personnel reporting system in the 2008-09 school year. Illinois provided data for special
education paraprofessionals serving children with disabilities for students ages 3 through 5 in previous
data submissions; however, all paraprofessional data were reported in the 6 through 21 age range. Since
many paraprofessionals may have been assigned to more than one classroom and may have provided
services to students in both the 3 through 5 and 6 through 21 age ranges, all paraprofessional were
reported in the 6- 1 age range to avoid double counting. Illinois implemented changes to the personnel
reporting system to make disaggregation possible for the 2008-09 school year. These changes were
documented in the data note submitted to Westat and OSEP regarding the 2007-08 personnel submission.

Michigan

After further analyses, the Michigan Department of Education, OSE-EIS could find no correlations
between an increase in speech and language pathologists and any substantive changes in policy, data
collection, and/or changes in the number of students eligible for speech and language programs and/or
services. In other words, the state did not identify any substantive changes that may have accounted for an
increase in the number of speech and language pathologists that occurred between 2008 and 2009. The
state will continue to monitor these and other staffing changes in the future.
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Micronesia

Micronesia employs the following related services personnel to serve children with disabilities, but had
none to report for the 2008-09 reporting year: social workers, psychologists, occupational therapists,
orientation and mobility specialists, medical nursing service staff, physical education therapists, and
recreation and therapeutic recreation specialists.

Mississippi

Mississippi was unable to provide a separate count of paraprofessionals who provided special education
and related services to children ages 3 through 5 with disabilities from those ages 6 through 21.

Missouri

The decrease in paraprofessionals for ages 6 through 21 was attributed to 2008-09 being the first school
year that Missouri collected personnel data through a new data collection system. The most significant
change regarding the personnel data collection was that individual students were linked to teachers. The
system does not require that students be linked to paraprofessionals, therefore it is possible that some
districts failed to extract data for all paraprofessionals (who had no students tied to them) when they
extracted the teacher data. Extensive data verification was conducted on the personnel data, but much of
the verification focused on the reporting of teachers more so than on the reporting of paraprofessionals.
Data for 2009-10 show a rebound in the number of paraprofessionals, so the drop in 2008-09 was most
likely related to the new reporting system. Staff salary (a reimbursable expense) is collected in
conjunction with the personnel data, which provides incentive for districts to include all ECSE staff,
including paraprofessionals. Data for 2009-10 show that the number of paraprofessionals for ages 3
through 5 continues to increase.

New Jersey

With respect to the version of the 2007-08 personnel data submitted for publication, the counts for special
education teachers by age of children (ages 3 to 5 and 6 to 21) served and paraprofessionals serving
children ages 3 to 5 years old were missing due to error. Data will be revised and resubmitted for this file
at a later date.

New Mexico

The discrepancies in special education teacher numbers from 2007 to 2008 were primarily due to
miscalculation of full time equivalents (FTEs) for special education teachers. In New Mexico, districts are
funded by caseloads and not class loads. The parameters used to report teacher assignments in 2007 relied
on licensing (caseloads) rather than the percentage of time spent teaching in highly qualified content
areas. When an adjustment was made in 2008 to measure FTEs based on federally mandated guidelines,
the number of highly qualified teachers proportionally decreased.

In 2008, the number of qualified paraprofessionals for students ages 3 through 5 increased due to an
increase in the number of students with severe disabilities who required additional support. In 2007, the
state changed its licensing requirements for paraprofessionals. This also caused the initial decrease in
2007 until the paraprofessionals could meet the new requirements.

The number of qualified paraprofessionals for students ages 6 through 21 increased due to a decrease in
highly qualified special education teachers. According to 22-10A-17.1, instructional assistants can
provide services under the direct supervision of duly licensed staff.
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North Dakota

In the past, the state was only able to use data manually collected from its school districts and special
education units. For the first time, last year, the state could pull data electronically from its MISO3/PER02
personnel collection. The new personnel numbers reflected what was actually happening in the state, and
the teacher numbers were actually linked to teacher compensation, suggesting further accuracy.
Identifying and correcting coding discrepancies added to the ability to appropriately report personnel, first
by position employed code, than by area of responsibility code, and finally by course or non-course
assignment codes. These activities will improve, once again, the accuracy of the personnel data for the
2009-10 school year.

Northern Marianas

Northern Marianas does not employ interpreters, social workers, orientation and mobility specialists, or
medical/nursing service staff. If the above personnel services are needed, our state contracts them from
private providers.

Oklahoma

In reviewing the data changes for personnel data in Oklahoma, the decrease in the number of special
education teachers for ages 3 through 5 and an increase in the number of special education teachers for
ages 6 through 21 were related to a new data collection process. Oklahoma has implemented a new data
collection system for collecting the number of teachers who provide services to students in the state. The
new collection requires the grade taught and whether they teach special education or not be identified.
The new collection allows for a more accurate count of teachers and their assignments. Oklahoma has not
had any policy changes that would affect the number of teachers in either of these groups.

Palau

Palau does employ special education paraprofessionals to serve children ages 3 through 5 and 6 through
21 with disabilities, but had none to report for the 2007-08 reporting year.

Rhode Island
Rhode Island does not employ or contract interpreters to provide services to children with disabilities.

The increase in the number of special education teachers for ages 3 through 5 totals was because there
was an inconsistency between the data submitted to DANS and the data that were submitted by RIDE in
EDEN. RIDE EDEN data submitted indicated a decrease in the number of special education teachers in
this area. This decrease was reflective of a change in Rhode Island’s special education regulations related
to class size requirements.

There was an inconsistency between the data submitted to DANS and the data that were submitted by
RIDE in EDEN. RIDE EDEN data submitted indicated a decrease in the number of special education
teachers in this area. This decrease was reflective of a change in Rhode Island’s special education
regulations related to class size requirements.

The increase in the number of special education paraprofessionals for ages 3 through 5 totals and special
education paraprofessionals for ages 6 through 21 totals was because there was an inconsistency between
the data submitted to DANS and the data that were submitted by RIDE in EDEN. Although the RIDE
EDEN data submitted also indicated an increase in the number of special education paraprofessionals 3
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through 5 and 6 through 21. This increase was reflective of an upgrade to the Rhode Island data collection
process to provide the special education paraprofessional data by age served.

Texas

The Texas Education Agency does not collect data on related services personnel who are not qualified
because the districts are required to employ/contract with only fully certified related services personnel

Virgin Islands

Virgin Islands does not employ or contract medical and nursing staff or Counselors and rehabilitation
counselors to provide services to children with disabilities.

2008-09 Exiting
Alabama

Alabama requires that all students ages 3 through 21 with disabilities be provided special education and
related services unless a student receives a diploma, transfers to a regular education program, or dies.

Data are not collected for students ages 14 through 17 in the reached maximum age category.

Students reported as having received a certificate, dropped out, or reached maximum age between the
ages of 18 through 21 may return at any time to continue special education and related services up to age
21. Alabama continues to provide guidance to local school systems to assist the IEP teams in making
appropriate exiting decisions.

There are no age requirements in Alabama in which a student may receive a diploma, although there are
specific attendance, course, and assessment expectations.

Alaska

Alaska continues special education services through age 21. If a student is still 21 on October 1 of the
school year, he/she may continue to receive services through that school year even after turning 22.

Alaska does not have a lower age for receiving a certificate; however, to receive a certificate the student
must have met the graduation credit requirements and must have attempted the high school graduation
exam, which is not offered until spring of their sophomore year. These requirements make it unlikely that
a 14- or 15-year-old student would receive a certificate, but no statute or regulation would prevent this
from happening if the student passed the credit requirements and attempted the high school graduation
exam.

Alaska does not have a lower age for receiving a regular diploma; however, it requires all students to pass
a high school graduation exam that is not offered until spring of the student’s sophomore year. The
student is also required to meet the credit requirements. These requirements make it unlikely that a 14- or
15-year-old student would receive a regular diploma, but no statute or regulation would prevent this from
happening if the student passed the exam and met the credit requirements.

Arkansas

In Arkansas, students who turn age 20 by December 1 of the current school year are considered to have
reached maximum age.
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Colorado

Colorado law defines the category of physical disabilities, but it is not broken into orthopedically
impaired and other health impairments. All children with physical disabilities are reported under the
category orthopedically impaired.

Children with disabilities may receive services until the end of the semester in which they turn 21. The
data note provided for the 2007-08 school year continues to reflect this state policy. Students were re-

coded as not applicable.

Students with disabilities can receive a certificate if they complete requirements for such a certificate. The
state had none to report for the 2008-09 school year.

Colorado’s compulsory school attendance law (CRS 22-33-104) exempts from compulsory attendance a
student (e) to whom a current age and school certificate or work permit has been issued and (h) who has
graduated from the 12th grade. The law is silent regarding a minimum age at which a student can be
graduated with a regular high school diploma.

Connecticut

The maximum age for services in Connecticut is 20 or 21 based on the student’s birthday. See regulation
below:

Students with disabilities who require special education are eligible to receive special education and
related services until receipt of a high school diploma or until the end of the school year in the event that
the child turns 21 during that school year (10-76d-1(a)(7)), whichever occurs first.

There is no minimum age in Connecticut at which a student with disabilities can graduate with a regular
high school diploma.

There is no minimum age in Connecticut at which a student with disabilities can receive a certificate.
Delaware
Delaware’s maximum age for services for students with disabilities is 21.

Delaware encourages students with disabilities to keep progressing along with their enrollment grade
class. Certificates would typically be issued when the student has completed 12th grade.

Delaware students are permitted to graduate with a diploma at any time they fulfill graduation
requirements for a regular diploma. There is no minimum age.

Georgia

The maximum age for a student with disabilities to receive services in the state of Georgia is through age
21. Students do not age out until age 22.

Georgia does not have a minimum age for receiving a certificate.
Georgia does not have a minimum age for high school graduation.

Georgia does not permit students with disabilities to be reported in the multiple disabilities category.
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Guam

The Guam Handbook for the Delivery of Special Education Services defines reached maximum age as
"students who are exiting under this category are students that reached maximum age (age 22) for receipt
of special education services, including students with disabilities who reached the maximum age and did
not receive a diploma."

The Guam DOE Board Policy Public Law 21-132, Section 4114.1, states that "students graduate based on
credits and not age." Guam's policy allows for students with disabilities to graduate at age 14 or 15 if they
have met the credit requirements for graduation. There were no students, however, to report in this age
range for this category.

Guam does not issue certificates of completion to students with or without disabilities.
Illinois

Per the Illinois School Code, in addition to other course requirements, each pupil entering the ninth grade
must successfully complete the following courses to graduate with a regular diploma: 3 years of language
arts; 2 years of mathematics, 1 of which may be related to computer technology; 1 year of science; 2 years
of social studies, of which at least 1 year must be history of the United States or a combination of history
of the United States and American government; and 1 year chosen from (A) music, (B) art, (C) foreign
language, which shall be deemed to include American Sign Language or (D) vocational education. This
does not apply to students with disabilities whose course of study is determined by an IEP. Decisions
regarding the issuance of a diploma for students with disabilities whose course of study is determined by
an IEP are made at the school-district level. Course requirements are the same for students with
disabilities as they are for students without disabilities with the exception of those determined by an IEP
team to be inappropriate.

Graduates include only students who were awarded regular diplomas. Students with GEDs and other non-
regular completion certificates are not included. The calculations used to determine graduation rate for all
youth with IEPs is a cohort rate. Graduation rate is calculated from the School Report Card data files by
using the following formula: graduates/original freshmen plus those who transfer in, transfer out, or died.
This calculation is done for all youth and youth with IEPs.

Indiana

Indiana State Special Education Law (Article 7) applies to all special education programs provided for
students at least 3 years of age through the school year in which students become 22 years of age, unless a
Career and Technical Student Organizations Coordinating Council a student will leave school earlier.

The criteria used to award certificates of achievement and certificates of completion to students are
developed at the local level for LEAs that decide to award students for accomplishments in the absence of
a diploma. A certificate does not prohibit a student from continuing to participate in secondary education,
nor extinguish a student’s eligibility for special education and related services.

There is no minimum age requirement in relation to a student’s ability to earn a regular diploma, only that
a student earns the credits necessary for a regular diploma. To learn more about Indiana’s diploma
requirements visit the following webpage: http://www.doe.in.gov/core40/diploma_requirements.html.
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JIowa

FAPE is ensured in lowa for all children/students 21 years of age and under. Students are allowed to

complete the school year in which age 21 is reached. LEAs may request to provide service through age
24.

Iowa does not have a policy regarding the minimum age at which a student may receive a certificate
because the only recognized method of graduation in the state is graduation with a regular diploma.

Per Iowa Code section 299.2, a compulsory attender is exempted from truancy laws if the student “has
completed the requirements for graduation in an accredited school.” There is no minimum age at which
these requirements may be completed.

Kansas

In Kansas, the maximum age at which a student with disabilities can receive special education services is
21 years old.

Kansas does not permit students with disabilities to receive certificates.
Kansas does permit students with disabilities of any age to graduate with a diploma, including students
younger than age 16. Based on state Regulation #: 91-31-35, the state does not have a statute or regulation

that prohibits the practice. Therefore, districts are free to decide this issue locally.

Marshall Islands

In the Marshall Islands, students with disabilities are