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READING LIST 2019-20 



This paper explores the history of the interconnected twentieth century. It moves from the climax and 

decline of Europe’s older imperial systems during the first half of the twentieth century, to the 

emergence of new forms of imperial power, and the making of the global South. Central to the paper 

are themes of imperialism and nationalism, social and cultural change in colonial societies, the effects 

of world economic fluctuations and of two world wars on these imperial systems, western efforts at 

political and strategic adjustment including decolonisation, the emergence of new states and their 

evolution in the changing economic and political contexts of the later twentieth century. 

 
The bulk of this paper proceeds in broadly chronological fashion, drawing together the major regions 

of the world into the shared arc of a century punctuated by world wars, economic shifts, revolution 

and social change. The first half of the paper focuses on older forms of imperialism and the powerful 

ways in which these shaped the colonial societies, economies and cultures of the major regions of the 

world. The notion of a ‘Third World’ emerged very much as the legacy of these shaping influences, 

popularised in the debates of the 1960s and 1970s when the world’s states and economies seemed to 

be very clearly divided between those of the advanced ‘West’ and the newly independent but still 

‘underdeveloped’ Third World. 

 

More recently, social change and economic advance in many of the world’s postcolonial societies, 

particularly in East and Southeast Asia, suggest now that we need new and more complex ways of 

understanding what have become in the later twentieth century, global flows of capital, people, 

commodities and technologies. The second half of the paper thus turns to the ways in which these 

very forces of ‘globalisation’, with the free play they create for unprecedented convergences of 

capital, technology and resources, seem to raise again issues of power and marginalisation, 

dominance and exploitation, and have helped to create the complex and multicentred global society 

of the twenty-first century. 

 

Finally, a cluster of thematic topics describe processes that have bound together disparate regions of 

the world more closely than ever before in the past. These include, among others, themes of race and 

eugenics, global Cold War, global Islamic resurgence, and the new international regimes of mobility 

restriction to which increasing flows of people across borders have given rise. These are not fully 

comprehensible within the framework of the very nation-states which were, ironically, so hard won 

in the anti-colonial upheavals of the mid-twentieth century. Yet they remain central to our 

understanding of the modern world. They reveal not only the connectivities that have characterised 

the twentieth century, but also the deep tensions and fractures of globalisation, whose repercussions 

continue to be felt in the twenty-first. As the legacies of older forms of imperialism and nationalism 

seem to recede into the historical past, categories such as the ‘Third World’, the ‘postcolonial’ world, 

or the ‘global South’, may still serve as important pointers to the inequalities of wealth and power 

that characterise our modern present. 



A note on Lectures 

Thematic and regional lectures run in parallel throughout Michaelmas and Lent. Lectures are designed 

to provide synthetic overviews of topics under consideration, and are crucial in developing your 

overall understanding of the paper as well as orienting you to key debates in the literature. Please 

see the Course Guide for details.  

 

Moodle 

The Paper’s Moodle site contains additional information and material, especially relevant websites 

and  digital  resources:  <https://www.vle.cam.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=91121> 

 
Libraries (in addition to Seeley and UL) 

You are encouraged to use the unique resources in the specialist libraries for Africa and Asia. 

CAS Centre of African Studies, The Alison Richard Building, www.african.cam.ac.uk 

CSAS Centre of South Asian Studies, The Alison Richard Building (also for Southeast Asia) www.s- 

asian.cam.ac.uk 

FAMES Faculty of Asian and Middle Eastern Studies, Sidgwick Avenue 

 
Frequently Cited Journals 

Most of these journals can be accessed online through ejournals@cambridge and JSTOR. 

AA African Affairs 

AHR American Historical Review 

CQ China Quarterly 

HJ Historical Journal 

IESHR Indian Economic & Social History Review 

IHR International Historical Review 

IJMES International Journal of Middle Eastern Studies 

IRSH International Review of Social History 

JAH Journal of African History 

JAS Journal of Asian Studies 

JGH Journal of Global History 

JICH Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth History 

JSEAS Journal of Southeast Asian Studies 

MAS Modern Asian Studies 

MC Modern China 

http://www.vle.cam.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=91121
http://www.african.cam.ac.uk/


LIST OF TOPICS 

General Reading  

Regional topics 

1. The First World War and the colonial empires  

2. The early twentieth-century Middle East  

3. India between the wars & the beginning of popular nationalism  

4. China: Nationalism, revolution, republic  

5. Imperial Japan in the twentieth century  

6. Colonial rule and the global economy between the wars  

7. The Second World War in Asia  

8. The European Empires and the Second World War  

9. India: Partition and independence  

10. The end of the French empire in Indochina  

11. Revolution and independence in Indonesia  

12. Nationalism & decolonization in sub-Saharan Africa  

13. Revolution and Counter-Revolution in Latin America and the Caribbean  

14. China since 1949  

15. South Asia since 1947  

16. The Middle East after 1945  

17. Postcolonial Africa  

Thematic topics 

18. Empires in World History: Concepts and approaches  

19. The Global Refugee  

20. Internationalism and Global Thought  

21. Global Cold War  

22. Global Islam and Islamic resurgence in the twentieth century  

23. Global  Development  

24. Race, Eugenics and the Colour Line  

25. Global Sovereignty  

26. Global Christianity  



GENERAL  READING 

 
Primary 

M.K. Gandhi Hind Swaraj and other writings (1909) 

Aime Cesaire Discourse on Colonialism (1955) 

Franz Fanon The Wretched of the Earth (1961) 

N.C.  Chaudhuri Autobiography of an Unknown Indian (1958) 

Film Battle of Algiers (G. Pontecorvo, 1965) [CAS] 

 
Secondary 

 

Christopher  Bayly Remaking the Modern World 1900-2015 (2018) 

David Reynolds One World Divisible: A global history of the world since 1945 (2000) 

J.M. Roberts Penguin History of the twentieth century: The History of the World, 1901 to 
the present (2004) 

Martin  Shipway Decolonization and its impact: a comparative approach to the end of the 
colonial empires (2008) 

Benedict  Anderson Imagined Communities: Reflections on Nationalism (3nd edn., 2007) 

Adrian Hastings The Construction of Nationhood (1997) 

John Breuilly The Oxford Handbook of the History of Nationalism (2012) 

Pankaj Mishra From the Ruins of Empire (2012) 

Edward Said Orientalism (1978) 

Amartya Sen Poverty and Famines (1982) and Development as Freedom (1999) 

James C. Scott The Moral Economy of the Peasant (1976) 

Fred Cooper Africa in the World: Capitalism, Empire, Nation-State (2014) 
Richard Reid A History of Modern Africa (2008) 

A.G. Hopkins, ed. Globalization in World History (2002) 

A. G. Hopkins American Empire: A Global History (2018) 

Aristide Zolberg, et al. Escape from violence: conflict & the refugee crisis in the developing world 

(1989) 

Sugata Bose A Hundred Horizons: the Indian Ocean in the Age of Global Empire (2006) 

J. Burbank & F. Cooper Empires in World History: power and the politics of difference (2011) 

Charles S. Maier Among Empires: American ascendancy and its predecessors (2006) 

Sebastian  Conrad What is Global History? (2016) 

Julia Lovell,  Maoism: A Global History (2019) 



1. THE FIRST WORLD WAR & THE COLONIAL EMPIRES 
 

What effects did the First World War have on the imperial systems of Britain and France 

from 1914 to circa 1922? 

 
Primary 

Rabindranath  Tagore Nationalism (1917) 

 
Web  resource International encyclopedia of the First World War 

<   https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net/home/> 

 
Secondary 

J.M. Brown & 

W. R. Louis, eds. The Oxford History of the British Empire, Vol 4 (1999), chs. 3-5 

Santanu Das, ed. Race, Empire and First World War Writing (2014) 

E. Manela & 

R. Gerwarth, eds. Empires at War (2014), intro and chs. 6-8 

John Gallagher Decline, Revival and Fall of the British Empire (1982), ch. 3 

C. Baker et al., eds. Power, Profit and Politics (1981), chs. by Gallagher & Jeffery 

Martin  Thomas The French empire between the wars (2006), esp. ch. 1 

Martin  Thomas Empires of Intelligence: Security Services and Colonial Disorder After 1914 

(2007), chs. 3-5 

Eugene Rogan The Fall of the Ottomans: The Great War in the Middle East, 1914-20 (2015) 

C.M. Andrew & 

A.S.  Kanya-Forstner France Overseas (1981); ‘France, Africa and World War I’, JAH (1978) 

H. Fischer-Tiné ‘Indian Nationalism and the “World Forces”,’ JGH (2007) 

S. Bose & A. Jalal Modern South Asia (2004), ch. 12 ‘Colonialism Under Siege’ 

Cemil Aydin Politics of Anti-Westernism in Asia (2007), chs. 5-6. 

David Omissi ‘Europe Through Indian Eyes: Indian Soldiers Encounter England and 

France, 1914-1918’, English Hist. Rev., cxxii. 496 (April 2007) 

Kees Van Dijk The Netherlands Indies and the Great War, 1914-18 (2007), pp. 287-316, 
543-78 

Susan Pedersen The Guardians (2015) 

Adam Tooze The Deluge: The Great War, America & the Remaking of Global Order (2014) 

Michael Adas ‘Contested Hegemony: The Great War and the Afro-Asian Assault on 

the Civilizing Mission Ideology’, J. World Hist., 15, 1 (2004) 

Richard Rathbone ‘World War 1 and Africa: Introduction’ and special issue on the theme 

in Journal of African History 19, 1 (1978), 1-9. 

Maia  Ramnath Haj to Utopia: How the Ghadar Movement Charted Global Radicalism and 

Attempted to Overthrow the British Empire (2011) 

Erez Manela The Wilsonian Moment: Self Determination and the International Origins of 

Anticolonial Nationalism (2007) 

Xu Guoqi China & the Great War: China’s pursuit of a new national identity (2005) 

Naoko  Shimazu Japan, Race and Equality: The Racial Equality Proposal of 1919 (2009) 

Priya Satia Spies in Arabia: The Great War and the cultural foundations of the Britain’s 

covert empire in the Middle East (2008) 

Tim Harper ‘Singapore, 1915, and the birth of the Asian underground’, MAS (2013) 

Bill Nasson Springboks on the Somme: South Africa in the Great War, 1914-1918 (2007) 

Hew Strachan The First World War in Africa (2004) 

M.E.Page and A.McKinlay Africa and the First World War (1987) 

Mathew, Johan, 'Spectres of Pan-Islam: Methodological Nationalism and British Imperial Policy after the 

First World War', The Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth History, 45/6 (2017), 942-68 

 

`Anti-Colonialism in Asia: The Centenary of 1919’ Forum in Journal of Asian Studies,  78, 2 (2019) 

 



2. THE EARLY TWENTIETH-CENTURY MIDDLE EAST 

 
(a) To what extent did the First World War signal the rise of a new politics across the 

Middle East? 

 
Primary 

G. Antonius The Arab awakening: the story of the Arab National Movement (1938) 

C.M. Amin et al. eds. The modern Middle East: a sourcebook for history (2006) 

S. Haim, ed. Arab nationalism: an anthology (1962) 

 
Secondary 

J. Gelvin The modern Middle East: a history (any edition) 

I. Gershoni & 

J. Jankowski, eds. Rethinking nationalism in the Arab Middle East (1997) 

I. Gershoni & 

J. Jankowski Egypt, Islam and the Arabs: the search for Egyptian nationhood, 1900-1930 

(1986) 

Z. Fahmy Ordinary Egyptians: Creating the modern nation through popular culture 

(2011) 

R. Khalidi, ed. The origins of Arab nationalism (1991) 

R. Khalidi Palestinian identity: the construction of modern national consciousness 

(1997) 

P. Khoury ‘Continuity and change in Syrian political life’, AHR (1991) 

J. Gelvin Divided loyalties: nationalism and mass politics at the close of empire (1997) 

M. Provence The Great Syrian Revolt and the rise of Arab nationalism (2005) 

M. Provence ‘Ottoman modernity, colonialism and insurgency in the interwar Arab 

East’, International Journal of Middle East Studies (2011) 

E. Thompson Colonial citizens: Republican rights, paternal privilege & gender in French 

Syria & Lebanon (2000) 

W. C. Matthews Confronting an empire, constructing a nation: Arab nationalists and popular 

politics in Mandate Palestine (2009) 

K.  Watenpaugh Being modern in the Middle East (2006) 

M. Campos Ottoman brothers: Muslims, Christians, and Jews in early twentieth-century 

Palestine (2011) 

(b) To what extent did the Mandates represent a break from older forms of imperial 

rule? Primary sources 

The Avalon Project <http://avalon.law.yale.edu/subject_menus/20th.asp> 

 
Secondary 

C. Schayegh & 

A. Arsan, eds. The Routledge handbook of the History of the Middle East Mandates (2015) 

S. Pedersen The Guardians: the League of Nations and the crisis of empire (2015) 

J. Gelvin The modern Middle East: a history, any edition 

D.K. Fieldhouse Western imperialism in the Middle East 1914-1958 (2006) 

T. Dodge Inventing Iraq: the failure of nation building and a history denied (2003) 

P. Satia Spies in Arabia: the Great War and the cultural foundations of Britain’s 

covert empire in the Middle East (2008) 

E. Thompson Colonial citizens (2000) 

J. Dueck The claims of culture at empire’s end: Syria and Lebanon under French rule 

(2010) 

N. Méouchy & 

P. Sluglett, eds. The British and French Mandates in comparative perspectives (2003) 

http://avalon.law.yale.edu/subject_menus/20th.asp
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/subject_menus/20th.asp


J. Norris Land of progress: Palestine in the age of colonial development, 1905-1948 

(2013) 

A. Arsan ‘Failing to stem the tide: Lebanese migration to West Africa and the 

competing prerogatives of the imperial state’, CSSH (2011) 

B. T. White ‘Refugees and the Definition of Syria, 1920-1939,’ Past & Present (2017) 

M. Weiss In the shadow of sectarianism: law, Shi’ism, and the making of modern 

Lebanon (2010) 

S. Pedersen ‘Back to the League of Nations’, AHR (2007) 

A. Anghie Imperialism, sovereignty, and the making of international law (2005) 



3. INDIA BETWEEN THE WARS & THE BEGINNING OF 
POPULAR NATIONALISM 

 
(a) What were the strengths and weaknesses of British rule in India between the wars? 

(b) Why,  when  &  how  far  did  the  Indian  National  Congress  become  a  mass  

movement between 1919 & 1942? 

 
Primary 

M. K. Gandhi The Penguin Gandhi Reader, ed. R. Mukherjee (1993) 

Jawaharlal  Nehru The Discovery of India (1946), ch. 8. 

Syed S. Pirzada, ed. Foundations of Pakistan: All-India Muslim League Documents 1907-1947 

(1970) especially Muhammad Iqbal’s presidential address to  the  All- India 

Muslim League at Allahabad, 29-30 December 1930, vol.  2,  pp. 154-71 

Fiction: R.K. Narayan, Waiting for the Mahatma (1955) 

Paul Scott, The Raj Quartet (1966-75) 

Film: Gandhi (Richard Attenborough, 1982) 

 
Secondary 

B. D. Metcalf & 

T. R. Metcalf A Concise History of India (2002) 

S. Bose & A. Jalal Modern South Asia (1998) 

F. Devji The Impossible Indian: Gandhi and the Temptation of Violence (2012) 

Special issue 'Hind Swaraj' and Gandhi's thought, Public Culture, 23, 2 (2011) 

Ben Zachariah Nehru (2004), chs. 2-3 

William Gould Hindu Nationalism & Language of Politics in Late Colonial India (2004) 

Religion and Conflict in Modern South Asia (2011) chs. 3 and 4 

Anupama Rao The Caste Question (2009), chs 2 and 3. 

Geraldine Forbes Women in Modern India (1999) ch 5 

Joya Chatterji Bengal Divided (1994), chs. 2 & 3 

J. Gallagher & Anil Seal ‘Britain and India between the wars’, MAS (1981) 

Anil Seal & Ayesha Jalal ‘Muslim politics between the wars’, MAS (1981) 

V. Chaturvedi, ed. Mapping Subaltern Studies and the Postcolonial (2000) 

Shahid Amin Event, Memory, Metaphor: Chauri Chaura 1922–92 (1995) 

Raj  Chandavarkar Imperial power & popular politics: class, resistance & the state in India, 1850– 

1950 (1998) ch. 8 

Nandini  Gooptu Politics of the urban poor in early twentieth century India (2000) chs 8-9 

L. Trivedi ‘Visually mapping the “Nation”: swadeshi politics in nationalist India’, 

JAS, 62, 1 (2003) 

D.A. Low (ed.) Congress and the Raj, (2nd edn. 2004) chs. By Hardiman & Pandey 

Gyan Pandey The Ascendancy of the Congress in the United Provinces (2nd edn. 

2002); Gyan Pandy, ed. The Indian Nation 1942 (1988) 

Francis Robinson Islam and Muslim History in South Asia (2000), ch. 9 

Gail Minault The Khilafat Movement: Religious Symbolism and Political Mobilization in 

India (1982) 

Special issue Modern Intellectual History, 4 (2007), chapters by Jalal, Kapila, Majeed 

 
R. Guha,    Gandhi before India (2013) 

 

 

4. CHINA: NATIONALISM, REVOLUTION, REPUBLIC 
 

(a) How successful were the Nationalists in building a modern Chinese nation-state 

before 1950? 

 
Primary 

Chiang Kai-shek ‘Essentials of the New Life Movement’ (1934) 

Fiction Lu Xun, The Real Story of Ah-Q and Other Tales of China (2009 trans. ed.) 

 
Secondary 



Lu Hanchao Beyond the Neon Lights: Everyday Shanghai in the Early Twentieth Century 

(2008) 

Timothy Cheek The Intellectual in Modern Chinese History (2016), intro, chs. 1-3 [online] 

Janet Chen Guilty of Indigence (2012), intro, ch. 3 

Lloyd  Eastman Seeds of Destruction: Nationalist China in War and Revolution (1984) 

Ruth  Rogaski Hygienic Modernity (2004) 

Frederick  Wakeman Policing Shanghai (1996) 

Joseph Esherick, ed. Remaking the Chinese City (2000) 

Yun Xia Down with traitors: Justice and nationalism in wartime China (2017) 

Wen-hsin Yeh, ed. Passages to Modernity and Beyond, esp. intro, chs. 1-4 

Susan Glosser Chinese Visions of Family and State, 1915-1953 (2003) 

Julia Strauss Strong Institutions in Weak Polities: State Building in Republican China, 1927-

1940 (1998) 

Margaret  Kuo Intolerable Cruelty: Marriage, Law and Society in Early Twentieth-Century 

China (2012) 

J. Taylor & G. Huang ‘Deep changes in interpretive currents? Chiang Kai-shek studies in the 

Post-Cold War era’, International Journal of Asian Studies, 9 (2012) 

Henrietta  Harrison The Man Awakened From Dreams (2005) 

Hans Van de Ven War and Nationalism in China, 1925-1945 (2011) 

Federica Ferlanti ‘The New Life Movement at War: Wartime Mobilisation and State 

Control in Chongqing and Chengdu, 1938-1942’, EJEAS vol. 11 (2012) 

Keith Schoppa In a Sea of Bitterness: Refugees during the Sino-Japanese War (2011) 

Steven Phillips Between  Assimilation  and  Independence:  The  Taiwanese  Encounter 

Nationalist China, 1945-1950 (2003) 

Rana Mitter & Aaron Moore  ‘China in World War II, 1937-1945: Experience, Memory and Legacy’, 

Modern Asian Studies 45 (2011) 

Philip Thai China's War on Smuggling (2018), chs. 2-6. 

Elisabeth Köll Railroads and the Transformation of China (2019), ch 5 & 6. 
Frederic Wakeman ‘A Revisionist View of the Nanjing Decade: Confucian Fascism’ (1997) 
Joseph Esherick ‘War and Revolution: Chinese Society during the 1940s’ (2001) 

Morris L. Bian, ‘Building State Structure: Guomindang Institutional Rationalization during the Sino-Japanese 
War, 1937-1945’ (2005). 

 

(b) Why did the Communists win the civil war against the 

Nationalists? Primary 

Mao Zedong ‘Report on an Investigation of the Peasant Movement In Hunan’ (1927) 

‘On New Democracy’ (1940) 

 
Secondary 

Elizabeth Perry Anyuan: Mining China’s Revolutionary Tradition (2012) 

Elizabeth Perry ‘Moving  the  Masses:  Emotion  Work  in  the  Chinese  Revolution’, 

Mobilization, vol. 7, no. 2 (2002). 

Elizabeth Perry ‘Studying Chinese Politics: Farewell to Revolution?’, in A Scholarly 
Review of Chinese Studies in North America (2013). 

Christina  Gilmartin Engendering the Chinese Revolution (1995) 

Rebecca Karl Mao Zedong and China: A Concise History (2013) 

Andrew  Walder China Under Mao (2016) ch. 2 

Stephen  MacKinnon Wuhan: War, Refugees and the Making of Modern China (2008) 

Hans Van de Ven China at War (2017) 

Paul Cohen ‘Reflections on a Watershed Date: The 1949 Divide in Chinese History’, in 
Jeff Wasserstrom, ed. Twentieth-Century China: New Approaches (2003)  

Edward  McCord The Power of the Gun: The Emergence of Modern Chinese Warlordism (1993) 
Timothy Cheek ed. Critical Introduction to Mao (2010), intro, ch. by Esherick 

Joseph Esherick ‘Ten  Theses  on  the  Chinese  Revolution’,  in  Jeff  Wasserstrom,  ed. 

Twentieth-Century China: New Approaches (2003) 

Mark Selden China in Revolution: The Yenan Way Revisited (1995) 

Odoric Wou Mobilizing the Masses: Building Revolution in Henan (1994) 

Chang-tai  Hung War and popular culture: Resistance in Modern China, 1937-1945 (1994) 

Stephen Levine Anvils of Victory: Communist Revolution in Manchuria, 1945-1948 (1987) 



Odd Arne Westad Decisive Encounters: The Chinese Civil War, 1946-1950 (2004) 

Arif Dirlik The Origins of Chinese Communism (1989) 

Rana Mitter China’s war with Japan, 1937-45: The struggle for survival (2013) 

Jay Taylor The Generalissimo (2007) 

James Gao The Communist Takeover of Hangzhou (2004) 

Julia Lovell,  Maoism: A Global History (2019) 

 

5. IMPERIAL JAPAN IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY 
 

(a) Why did militarism  lead Japan to war  with China and  the western democracies  in 

the decade after 1931? 

(b) By what means and with what success did Japan pursue her goals in East 

and Southeast Asia before 1941? 

 
Primary 

N. Ike (ed.) Japan’s Decision for War: Records of the 1941 Policy Conferences 

J. Tanizaki In Praise of Shadows (1933-40) (contemporary account) 

R. Tierney Monster  of  the  Twentieth  Century  (2015),  trans.  of  Kotoku  Shusui’s 

‘Imperialism’ (Teikokushugi) (1901) 

 

Secondary 

 
Andrew  Gordon A modern history of Japan: from Tokugawa times to the present (3rd edn. 

2014), chs. 9-12 

C. Totman A History of Japan (2000), chapters 16–19 

Gordon M. Berger ‘Politics and mobilization in Japan, 1931-45’, in Cambridge History of 

Japan, vol. 6 (1988) 

Ikuhiko Hata ‘Continental expansion, 1905-41’, in Cambridge History of Japan, vol. 6 

(1988) 

M.  Maruyama Thought and Behaviour in Modern Japanese Politics, chapters 1–2 

Frank Dikotter Construction of Racial Identities in China and Japan (1997) 

Harry  Harootunian Overcome by Modernity: History, Culture, and Community in Interwar 

Japan (2001) 

Herbert P. Bix Hirohito and the Making of Modern Japan (2000), pp. 235-487 

Junji Banno Democracy in Prewar Japan (2000) 

S. & T. Shiraishi, ed. The Japanese in colonial Southeast Asia (1993) 

A. Iriye The origins of the second world war in Asia and the Pacific (1987) 

M. Barnhart Japan prepares for total war: search of economic security, 1919-41 

(1987) 

Robert Cribb & Li Narangoa, eds. Imperial Japan and national identity in Asia, 1895-1945 (2003) 

Barbara Brooks Japan’s Imperial Diplomacy: Consuls, Treaty Ports, and War in China, 1895- 

1938 (2000) 

Naoko Shimazu, ed. Nationalisms in Japan (2009), esp. intro & chs.3-4. 

Mark Driscoll Absolute Erotic, Absolute Grotesque: The Living, Dead, and Undead in 

Japan's Imperialism, 1895-1945 (2010) 

Louise Young Japan’s total empire: Manchuria and the culture of wartime imperialism 

(1997) 

P. Duus et al, eds. The Japanese Wartime Empire, intro; ch 3 on Manchukuo; ch. 7 (‘Nanshin’) 

Aaron Moore Writing War: Soldiers Record the Japanese Empire (2013) 

Ramon Myers et al, eds. The Japanese Colonial Empire, 1895-1945 (1984), Intro, Chs 5 (Police); 7 
(Education); 9 (development); 10 (capital formation). 14 (comparison). 

Peter Duus et al, eds., The Japanese Informal Empire in China, 1895-1937 (1989), Intro by Peter Duus; 
Ch 4 (Manchuria); Ch. 6 (treaty ports in China). 

Andre Schmid ‘Colonialism and the Korea Problem in the Historiography of Modern‘, JAS 
59-4 (2000): 951-976 

Myers and Peattie ‘Communications to the Editor’, JAS 60-3 (2001). 

Edited by Gi-Wook Shin & Michael Robinson eds, Colonial Modernity in Korea (2001), 

Janis Mimura Planning for Empire (2011), chs 1-5. 

Jun Uchida Brokers of Empire: Japanese Settler Colonialism in Korea, 1876-1945 (2011). 

Aaron S. Moore Constructing East Asia (2013) 



6. COLONIAL RULE AND THE GLOBAL ECONOMY BETWEEN 
THE WARS 

a. Did colonial rule before the Second World War ‘modernize’ colonial 

societies? Primary 

Jomo  Kenyatta Facing Mount Kenya (1938) 
Fiction Chinua  Achebe Things fall apart (1958) 

Joyce Cary, Mister Johnson (1939) 

 
Secondary 

Richard Reid A Modern History of Africa (2009) Part IV, Chapter 3, and Part V 

John Iliffe Africans: The History of a Continent, Chapters 9 and 10 

Frederick  Cooper ‘Africa and the World Economy’ in F. Cooper et al, Confronting 
Historical Paradigms: Peasants, Labour and the Capitalist World System in 
Africa and Latin America (1993) – also published in African Studies Review, 
24, 2/3 (1981), 1-86 

Thomas Spear ‘Neo-traditionalism & the limits of invention in British Colonial Africa’, 

JAH, 44, 1 (2003) 

Alice Conklin A Mission to Civilise: the Republican Idea of Empire in France and West 

Africa (1997) 

Helen Tilley Africa as a living laboratory (2011) 

Megan  Vaughan Curing their Ills: Colonial Power and African Illness (1991) ch. 6 

Monica van Beusekom Negotiating Development: African farmers & colonial experts at the Office du 

Niger, 1920-1960 

B. Zachariah Developing India: An Intellectual and Social History c.1930-50 (2005) 

Sunil Amrith ‘Food & Welfare in India, c. 1900-1950’, CSSH, 50, 4 (2008) Sanjay 

Seth Subject Lessons: The Western Education of Colonial India (2007) 

Ritu Birla Stages  of  Capital:  Law,  Culture  and  Market  Governance  in  Late 

Colonial India (2009) 

Katherine E. Hoffman ‘Purity and Contamination: Language Ideologies in French Colonial 

Native Policies in Morocco’, CSSH, 50, 3 (2008) 

G. Austin ‘Capitalism and the Colonies’, in The Cambridge History of Capitalism, 

vol. II, The Spread of Capitalism: from 1848 to the Present, pp. 301-47. 

E. Frankema, ‘Raising revenue in the British empire, 1870-1940: how “extractive” were colonial taxes?’, Journal of 

Global History, 5: 3 (2010),447-77 

 

M. Havinden & 

D. Meredith Colonialism and Development (1993) 

Adam Tooze The Deluge (2014) 

Rudolf Mrázek Engineers of Happy Land: Technology and Nationalism in a Colony (2003) 

Suzanne Moon Technology  and  Ethical  Idealism:  a  History  of  Development  in  the 

Netherlands East Indies (2013) 

Henk Schulte Nordholt ‘Modernity  and  cultural  citizenship  in  the  Netherlands  Indies:  An 

illustrated hypothesis’, JSEAS, 42 (2011) 

Special Issue ‘Everyday technology in colonial Asia’, MAS, (2012) 

Jacob Norris Land of Progress: Palestine in the age of colonial development, 1905-48 

(2013) Cary Fraser ‘Twilight  of  Colonial  Rule  in  the  British  West  Indies’,  Journal  of 

Caribbean History, 30 (1996) 

Gary Wilder The French Imperial Nation-State (2005) 

Joanna Lewis Empire State-Building (2000) 

b. What did the Depression mean for non-western economies and 

societies? Primary 

Fiction Greg Lockhart & Monique Lockhart, trans. The Light of the Capital: 3 

Modern Vietnamese Classics (1996) 

Lao She, Rickshaw (1936, trans. 1979)



Secondary 

Ian Brown, ed. Economies of Africa and Asia in the inter-war depression (1989), chs. 1, 2,4 

& 9 

H. van der Wee, ed. The Great Depression Revisited (1972) 

D.  Rothermund The Global Impact of the Great Depression, 1929-1939 (1996) 

Ian Brown ‘Rural distress in Southeast Asia during the world depression of the 

1930s’, JAS 45, 5 (1986) 

C. J. Baker ‘Economic reorganization and the slump in South and Southeast Asia’, 

CSSH (1981) 

G. Balachandran ‘The Interwar Slump in India: The Periphery in a Crisis of Empire’, in 
Theo Balderston, ed., The World Economy and National Economies in the 
Interwar Slump (2002) 

Raj  Chandavarkar Imperial Power and Popular Politics (1998) chs. 2 & 9 

The Origins of Industrial Capitalism in India (1994) 

P. Boomgaard & 

Ian Brown, eds. Weathering the storm the economies of Southeast Asia in the 1930s depression 

(2000) 

John Ingleson ‘Urban Java during the Depression’, JSEAS, XIX, 2 (1988) 

James C. Scott The Moral Economy of the Peasant (1976) 

Pierre Brocheux ‘Moral Economy or Political Economy: The peasants are always 

rational’, JAS XLII, 4 

Martin J. Murray ‘”White gold” or “white blood”? The rubber plantations of colonial 

Indochina, 1910-40’, Journal of Peasant Studies, 19, 3 & 4 (1992) 

John  McCracken A History of Malawi, 1859-1966 (2012) chs. 7 & 8 

Jan Breman Taming the coolie beast: Plantation society and the colonial order in Southeast 

Asia (1989), and J. H. Houben, 'Colonial History Revisited', Itinerario, 
17, 1 (1993) 

Kirsty Walker ‘Historical perspectives on economic crises and health,’ HJ 53, (2010) 

Sugata Bose ‘Starvation amid plenty: the making of famine in Bengal, Honan-China 

& Tonkin-Indochina’, MAS 24, 4 (1990) 

Loh Kah Seng ‘Beyond rubber prices: negotiating the Great Depression in Singapore’, 

J. SE Asia Research (2006) 

Tim Wright ‘Distant thunder: the regional economies of Southwest China and the 

impact of the Great Depression’, MAS, 34 (2000) 

Tim Wright ‘The Manchurian Economy and the 1930s World Depression’, MAS, 41 

(2007). 

Sunil Amrith Crossing the Bay of Bengal: the Furies of Nature and the Fortunes of 

Migrants (2013), ch. 6 

 

Moses Ochonu Colonial Meltdown: Northern Nigeria in the Great Depression (2009) 

Bill Freund Twentieth Century South Africa. A Developmental History (2018) 

 

 

 



7. THE SECOND WORLD WAR IN ASIA 

 
To what extent, and in what ways, did Japanese colonial rule act as a catalyst to 

nationalist politics and social change in East and Southeast Asia between 1941 and 

1945? 

 
Primary 

S. K. Bose & S. Bose, eds. Chalo Delhi: Subhas Chandra Bose, writings and speeches, 1943-45 (2007) 

Memoirs Chin Kee Onn, Malaya upside down (1946) [Seeley] 

Mamoru Shinoyaki, Syonan: My Story (1975) 

Fiction Eileen Chang, Love in a Fallen City, and Other Stories ([1940s Shanghai] 

trans. 2007) 

Films City of Life and Death (2009) 

Lust, Caution (2007) 

 
Secondary 

C. Bayly & T. Harper Forgotten Armies: The fall of British Asia, 1941-45 (2004) 

Anthony Reid A History of Southeast Asia: Critical Crossroads (2015), ch. 16 

S.C.M. Paine The wars for Asia, 1911-1949 (2012) 

W.A. McCoy, ed. Southeast Asia under Japanese occupation (1980) 

P. Duus et al, eds. The Japanese Wartime Empire, 1931-45 (1996), intro; on Korea and 

Taiwan Chs 1 & 2; on Manchuria chs 3 & 5; on Southeast Asia ch. 9 

[online] 

D. Denoon, et al, ed. Multicultural Japan: Palaeolithic to Postmodern (2001), chs. 10 -11 

Ralph Smith ‘Japanese period in Indochina & the Coup of 9 March 1945’, JSEAS, 9, 2 

(1978) 

Hans Van de Ven et al, eds. Negotiating China’s Destiny in World War II (2015) [online] 

Sugata Bose His Majesty’s Opponent (2011) 

Ethan Mark Japan’s Occupation of Java in the Second World War: A Transnational 

History (2018) 

Abu Talib Ahmad ‘Japanese policy towards Islam in Malaya during the occupation: a 

reassessment’, Journal of Southeast Asian Studies, 33, 1 (2002) 

Ken’ichi Goto Tensions  of  Empire:  Japan  and  Southeast  Asia  in  the  Colonial  

and Postcolonial World (2003) 

Anton Lucas ‘Images of the Indonesian Woman during the Japanese Occupation 

1942-45’, in Jean Gelman Taylor, ed., Women Creating Indonesia (1997) 

David Koh, ed. Legacies of World War II in Southeast and East Asia (2007) 

C. Henriot & W. H. Yeh, eds.  In the shadow of the rising sun: Shanghai under Japanese occupation (2004) 

W. H. Yeh Wartime Shanghai (1998) 

Rana Mitter The  Manchurian  Myth:  Nationalism,  Resistance,  and  Collaboration  in 

Modern China (2000) 

Rana Mitter China’s war with Japan, 1937-45: the struggle for survival (2013) 

D. Barrett & L. N. Shyu, eds.   Chinese collaboration with Japan, 1932-45: The limits of accommodation 

(2001) 

Timothy Brook Collaboration: Japanese Agents and Local Elites in Wartime 

(2005) Aaron Moore Writing War: Soldiers Record the Japanese Empire (2013) 

Janis Mimura Planning for Empire (2011), ch 6. 

Parks Coble Chinese Capitalists in Japan's New Order (2003). 

William C. Kirby ‘The Chinese War Economy’, In China's Bitter Victory, edited by 

Steven I. Levine and James C. Hsiung (1992). 

 





8. THE EUROPEAN EMPIRES AND THE SECOND WORLD WAR 
 

Did the Second World War destroy or revive European overseas empires? 

 
Primary 

Ronald Hyam The Labour Government and the End of Empire (1992) Part 1, documents 

66, 72 (paras 1-13); Part II, docs 74, 75, 89; Part III, docs 277, 281, 322 

Film Empire Warriors - The British Empire At War 1945-1967 (BBC, 2006) 

 
Secondary 

H. Jones and B. Brivati What Difference did the War make? (1993) 

C. Bayly & T. Harper Forgotten Wars: the end of Britain’s Asian Empire (2007) 

L.J. Butler Britain and Empire: Adjusting to a post-imperial world (2002), chs. 2-4 

J. E. Lewis Empire State Building (2000) 

Ronald Hyam ‘Africa and the Labour Government 1945–51’, JICH 16, 3 (1988) 

Mark  Mazower No Enchanted Palace: The End of Empire & the Ideological Origins of the 

United Nations (2009) 

J.M. Brown & 

Wm R Louis, eds. Oxford History of the British Empire IV (1999), chs 13,14 

H. Jones & M Kandiah, eds. The Myth of Consensus: New Views of British History 1945-64 (1996), ch. 9 

Robert Holland Emergencies & disorder in European empires after 1945 (1994), a special 

issue of JICH (1993) 

I. Kamtekar ‘A different war dance: state & class in India, 1939-45’, Past & Present 

(2002) 

H. S. Bhattacharya Propaganda and information in eastern Indian, 1939-45, 

M. Thomas et al. Decolonization & Europe's Imperial Nation States, 1918-1975 (2008), chs. 

11-13 

Martin  Thomas The French Empire at War, 1940-45 (1998) 

Eric Jennings Vichy  in  the  Tropics:  Petain's  National  Revolution  in  Madagascar, 

Guadeloupe & Indochina, 1940-44 (2008) 

R. Ginio French Colonialism Unmasked: Vichy Years in French West Africa (2006) 

P. Gifford & W. R. Louis, eds. Transfer of Power in Africa (1982), chapters 1, 2, 5, 9 

T. Chafer The End of Empire in French West Africa (2002), chs. 1-5 

D. Killingray & 

R. Rathbone,  eds. Africa and Second World War (1986), chs. 1-5, 10 

Greg Mann Native Sons: West African Veterans and France in the Twentieth Century 

(2006), ch. 3 

Fred Cooper Africa since 1940: The Past of the Present (2012) 

S. Dubow & A. Jeeves, eds. South Africa’s 1940s: Worlds of Possibilities (2005) 



9. INDIA: PARTITION AND INDEPENDENCE 
 

a. Why did the British quit India? 

b. ‘An outcome which none of the participants desired or could have anticipated.’ 

Discuss this view of the form of India’s independence. 

 
Primary 

P. Moon Divide and Quit (1961), esp. Part 1; Wavell, The Viceroy’s Journal (1973) 

H.V. Hodson The Great Divide: Britain-India-Pakistan (1969) 

V.P. Menon The Transfer of Power (1957) 

C.  Khaliquzzaman Pathway to Pakistan (1961) 

A.K. Azad India Wins Freedom: the complete version (1988 edn.) 

Photographs: Henri Cartier-Bresson in India, with a foreword by Satyajit Ray (1987) 

Fiction: AttiaHosain, Sunlight on a broken column (1988); Sadat 

HasanMantoKingdom’s End and other stories, (1987) esp. ‘Toba Tek Singh’ 

Film: Earth (Deepa Mehta, 1998) 

 
Secondary 

Imperial crisis 

C Baker et al. (eds) Profit, Power and Politics (1981), chs. by Gallagher & Seal 

J Gallagher et al. Locality, Province and Nation (1973), ch. by Seal 

B.R. Tomlinson The Political Economy of the Raj (1979) 

C. Baker An Indian Rural Economy, (1984) ch. 6 

D.C. Potter India’s Political Administrators (rev. edn. 1996) 

IndivarKamtekar ‘The shiver of 1942’, Studies in History (Delhi), 18, 1 (2002) [CSAS] 

C. Bayly& T. Harper Forgotten Wars: the End of Britain’s Asian Empire (2007), chs. 2, 6-7 

H.V. Brasted& C. Bridge ‘The transfer of power in South Asia: historiography,’ South Asia (1994) 

Special issue History Today (Sept. 1997) 

 
Partition 

David Gilmartin ‘The Historiography of India’s Partition’, JAS, 2015. 

I. Talbot & G. Singh The Partition of India (2009) 

Yasmin Khan The great Partition: the Making of India and Pakistan (2008) 

Joya Chatterji ‘South Asian Histories of Citizenship’, HJ, 2012. 

Vazira  Zamindar The long Partition and the making of modern South (2008) 

Ranabir Samaddar, ed. Partition in the East 

Joya Chatterji Bengal Divided (1994) 

Ayesha Jalal The Sole Spokesman (1985) 

Nicholas Owen ‘Conservative Party & Indian independence, 1945-7’ HJ, 46 (2003) 

A. Roy ‘The High Politics of India’s Partition’, MAS (1990) 

I. A. Talbot ‘Deserted Collaborators’, JICH (Oct 1982); ‘1946 Punjab elections’, MAS 

(1980) 

L. Brennan ‘UP Muslims’, MAS (1984) 

GyanPandey Remembering Partition: Violence, Nationalism and History (2001) 

SumitSarkar Writing Social History, (1997) ch. 9 or ‘Popular movements and national 

leadership’ Econ & Political Weekly (April 1992) 

UrvashiBhutalia The Other Side of Silence (2000) 

R. Menon & K. Bhasin Borders and Boundaries: Women in India’s Partition (1998) 

D. Gilmartin Empire and Islam: Punjab and the making of Pakistan (1988) 

A.K. Gupta, ed. Myth and Reality: the Struggle for Freedom in India, 1945-47 (1987), esp. 

chapters 1, 2, and 4 

Taj Hashim Pakistan as a peasant utopia (1992), chs 6 & 7 



10. THE END OF THE FRENCH EMPIRE IN INDOCHINA 
 

a. ‘The roots of the Vietnamese revolution of 1945 lay in the countryside’. Discuss. 

b. Why did France fail in Vietnam by 1954? 

 
Primary 

Tran Tu Bin The Red Earth: A Vietnamese Memoir of Life on a Colonial Rubber Plantation 

(1985) 

P. Zinoman, ed. & trans. Dumb Luck: A Novel by Vu Trong Phung (2002) 

Bernard B. Fall, ed. Ho Chi Minh on Revolution: Selected writings, 1920-1966 (1967) 

Truong Buu Lam, ed. Colonialism experienced: Vietnamese writings on colonialism, 1900–31 

(2000) 

Truong Chinh The   August   Revolution   <https://www.marxists.org/archive/truong- 

chinh/1946/august-1946-revolution.pdf> 

 

Secondary 

David Marr Vietnamese Tradition on Trial 1920–45, see review by Samuel L Popkin in 

JAS (Feb 1985) 

Nguyen The Anh ‘Historical Research in Vietnam: A Tentative Survey,’ JSEAS (1995) 

P. Brocheux & D. Hemery Indochina: An Ambiguous Colonization, 1858-1954 (2010) 

Hue-Tam Ho Tai Radicalism and the Origins of the Vietnamese revolution 

Shawn  McHale Print and Power: Confucianism, Communism & Buddhism in the making of 

modern Vietnam, 1920-45 (2003) 

Sophie  Quinn-Judge ‘Sex, Lies and Liberation: Women in the Early Vietnamese Communist 

Movement’, South East Asia Research (2001) 

Sophie Quinn-Judge ‘Rethinking  the  history  of  the  Vietnamese  Communist  party’,  in 

Duncan McCargo, ed., Rethinking Vietnam (2004) 

Pierre Brocheux Ho Chi Minh: A Biography (2007) 

Christopher E. Goscha Thailand  and  the  Southeast  Asian  Networks  of  the  Vietnamese 

Revolution, 1885-1954, (1999), esp. pp.28-49 and Ch. 2. 

Christopher E. Goscha Penguin History of Vietnam (2016) 

Susan Bayly Asian Voices in a Post-Colonial Age: Vietnam, India and Beyond (2007), esp. 

ch. 6 

Christopher E. Goscha ‘Widening the Colonial Encounter: Asian connections inside French 

Indochina during the Interwar Period,’ MAS (2009) 

Greg Lockhart Nation in Arms: the origins of the People’s Army of Vietnam 

Hy V Luong Revolution in the village: tradition and transformation in North Vietnam, 

1925-1988 (1992) 

M. A. Lawrence & 

F. Logevall, eds. The First Vietnam War: Colonial Conflict & Cold War Crisis (2007) 

Fredrik Logevall Embers of War: The Fall of an Empire and the Making of America’s Vietnam 

(2012) 

Peter Zinoman The Colonial Bastille: a history of Imprisonment in Vietnam, 1862-1940 

(2001), pp. 158-239 

David Marr Vietnam: State, War, and Revolution, 1945–1946 (2013) 

Edward Miller ‘Vision, Power and Agency: The Ascent of Ngô Ðình Diêm’, JSEAS 

35, 3 (2004) 

http://www.marxists.org/archive/truong-


11. REVOLUTION & INDEPENDENCE IN INDONESIA 

 
Why did the radicalism of the Indonesian revolution fail to create a stable successor regime? 

 
Primary 

H. Feith & L. Castles, eds. Indonesian Political Thinking 1945-1965 (1970) 

Peter Carey & 

Colin Wild, eds. Born in fire: The Indonesian struggle for independence: An anthology (1986) 

Pramoedya Ananta Toer The mute’s soliloquy: a memoir (2000) 

E. Tagliacozzo & 

T.  Hellwig, eds. The Indonesia Reader: History, Culture, Politics (2009) 

Films The Year of Living Dangerously (Peter Weir, 1983) 

The Act of Killing (Joshua Oppenheimer, 2012) 

 
Secondary 

Adrian Vickers A History of Modern Indonesia (2005, 2nd edn 2013) 

Merle Ricklefs A History of Indonesia (3rd edn, 2002), chs. 14-21 

Merle Ricklefs Polarising Javanese Society: Islamic and Other Visions (c. 1830-1930) (2007), 

ch. 8 

Takashi Shiraishi An Age in Motion: popular radicalism in Java, 1912–26 (1990) 

Robert Elson The Idea of Indonesia (2008) 

Anthony Reid The Indonesian National Revolution, 1945–50 (1974) 

Michael  Laffan Islamic Nationhood and Colonial Indonesia: The Umma Below the Winds 

(2002) 

G. McT. Kahin Nationalism and revolution in Indonesia (1952), esp. chs. 5-9  

Benedict  Anderson Java in a time of revolution: Occupation and Resistance 1944-46 

(1972) 

C. Bayly & T. Harper Forgotten wars: the end of Britain’s Asian empire (2007), ch. 4 

Benedict  Anderson Language and Power: exploring political culture in Indonesia (1990), chs. 2, 4 

Rex  Mortimer Indonesian Communism under Sukarno: ideology and politics (1974) 

Frances Gouda ‘Gender & hyper-masculinity” as post-colonial modernity during 
Indonesia’s struggle for independence’, in A. M. Burton, ed. Gender, 
Sexuality & colonial modernities (1999) 

G. & A. McT Kahin Subversion as foreign policy: the secret Eisenhower & Dulles debacle in 

Indonesia (1995) 

F. Colombijn & 

T. Lindblad, eds. Roots of violence in Indonesia: contemporary violence in historical perspective 

(2002) 

Robert Cribb ‘The Indonesian Marxist Tradition’, in Colin Mackerras and Nick 

Knight, eds., Marxism in Asia (London, 1985) 

Robert Elson Suharto: a political biography (2002), chs. 4-6 

Max Lane Catastrophe in Indonesia (2011) 

Geoffrey  Robinson The Killing Season: A History of the Indonesian Massacres, 1965-66 (2018) 



12. NATIONALISM & DECOLONIZATION IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA 

 
a. How were concepts of `tribe’ used to secure and maintain power in colonial 

Africa?  

b. By what means, and with what success, did African politicians build 

nations in the period before independence? 

c. Were the European Powers pushed out of Africa, or did they jump? 

 
Primary 

R. Rathbone, ed. Ghana (British Documents on the End of Empire) Part I (1992) 

M. Lynn, ed. Nigeria (British Documents on the End of Empire)  Part II (2001) 

Kwame  Nkrumah The Autobiography of Kwame Nkrumah (1957) 

Obafemi  Awolowo Path to Nigerian Freedom (1947) 

Films: Lumumba (Raoul Peck, 2000) 

 
Secondary 

D. Birmingham The Decolonization of Africa (1995) 

T. Chafer The End of Empire in French West Africa (2002), chs. 5-8 

F. Cooper Africa since 1940 (2002), chs. 4-6 

F. Cooper Decolonization and African Society: The Labor Question in French and 

British Africa (1996) 

W. R. Louis & R. Robinson ‘The Imperialism of Decolonisation’ JICH, 22 (1994), pp. 462-511 

N. MacQueen The Decolonization of Portuguese Africa (1997) 

J.M. Allman ‘The Young Men and the Porcupine: Class, Nationalism and Asante’s 

Struggle for Self-Determination, 1954-57’ J. of African Hist. 31 (1990) 

L.A. Lindsay ‘Domesticity and Difference: Male Breadwinners, Working Women 
and Colonial Citizenship in the 1945 Nigerian General Strike’, AHR, 
104 (1999) 

Richard  Rathbone Nkrumah and the Chiefs (2000) 

E. Schmidt ‘Top  Down  or  Bottom  Up?  Nationalist Mobilization  Reconsidered’ 

AHR, 110 (2005) 

David  Anderson Histories of the Hanged  (2005) 

David Anderson ‘Mau Mau in the High Court and the ‘Lost’ British Empire Archives: 

Colonial Conspiracy or Bureaucratic Bungle?’ JICH (2011) 

John Iliffe Modern History of Tanganyika (1979), chs. 14-16 

G. Maddox & J. Giblin In search of a nation: histories of authority & dissidence in Tanzania (2006) 

E. Atieno Odhiambo & 

J. Lonsdale Mau Mau and Nationhood (2002), chs. 3, 6, 10 

B.A. Ogot & 

W.R. Ochieng’, eds. Decolonization and Independence in Kenya (1998) 

D. Birmingham 

& P. Martin, eds. History of Central Africa, vol. 2 (1983) 

P. Chabal ‘Emergencies & Nationalist Wars in Portuguese Africa’, JICH (1993) 

J-P. Peemans ‘Imperial   hangovers:   Belgium--the   economics   of   decolonization’,   J. 

Cont. Hist 15 (1980) 

Margret Frenz 'Swaraj for Kenya, 1949-65: the ambiguities of transnational politics', 

Past & Present (2013) 

John Lonsdale 'Anti-Colonial  Nationalism  and  Patriotism  in  sub-Saharan  Africa'  in 

John Breuilly, The Oxford Handbook of the History of Nationalism (2012) 

Klaas van Walraven 'Decolonization by referendum: the anomaly of Niger and the Fall of 

Sawaba 1958-1959', JAH (2009) 

L. Butler & S. Stockwell eds. The Wind of Change: Harold MacMillan and British Decolonization (2013) 

Martin Thomas et al, eds. Crises of Empire: Decolonization and Europe’s Imperial States (2015) 

 
Joyce M. Chadya,  ‘Mother Politics: Anti-colonial Nationalism and the Woman Question in Africa’, 

Journal of Women's History, 15, 3, (2003) 

 

And on the uses of `Tribe’ and `ethnicity’  

Le Roy Vail (ed), The Creation of Tribalism in Southern Africa (1989) 



Mahmood Mamdani, Citizen and Subject: Contemporary Africa and the Legacy of Late Colonialism (1996) 

Mahmood Mamdani, Define and Rule. Native as Political Identity (2012) 
E.Hobsbawm and T.O. Ranger, Invention of Tradition (1983) 
Carola Lentz, ‘Tribalism’ and ethnicity in Africa: A review of four decades of anglophone research’ , 
Cahiers des sciences humaines, 31,2, (1995) 
Carola Lentz, Ethnicity and the Making of History in Northern Ghana, (Edinburgh University Press, 2006) 
J. Iliffe, A Modern History of Tanganyika (Chap 10) 
H. Chimhundu ‘Early missionaries and the ethnolinguistic factor during the “invention of  tribalism” in 
Zimbabwe’ JAH  33 1 (1992) 
Michael R. Mahoney, The Other Zulus: The Spread of Zulu Ethnicity in Colonial South Africa (2012) 
K.Firmin-Sellers, ‘Institutions, Context and Outcomes: Explaining French and British rule in West 
Africa’ Comparative Politics, 32: 3 (2000) 
T.Spear, `Neo-Traditionalism and the limits of invention in British colonial Africa’, JAH  44 (2003) 
A.Phillips, The Engima of Colonialism (1989) 
Z.K.Matthews, `An African View of Indirect Rule in Africa’, African Affairs (Jnl of the Royal African 
Society) 36: 145 (1937) 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 



13. REVOLUTION & COUNTER-REVOLUTION IN LATIN AMERICA 
& THE CARIBBEAN 
 

(a) In what ways did U.S. interventions and U.S. economic hegemony shape 

the twentieth-century history of the Caribbean and Latin America?  

Primary 

G. Padmore. The Life and Struggles of Negro Toilers (1931) 

W. Rodney The Groundings with my Brothers (1969) 

D. Barrios de Chungara  Let Me Speak  (1978) 

C.L.R. James Beyond a Boundary (1963) 

 At the Rendezvous of Victory: selected writings (1984) 

 

Secondary 

 

J. Buchenau Mexico’s Once and Future Revolution  (2013) 

J. Crabtree and F. Durand Peru: Elite Power and Political Capture (2017) 

P. Gilroy  The Black Atlantic: Modernity and Double Consciousness 

(1993) 

M. Gobat Confronting the American Dream: Nicaragua Under U.S. 

Imperial Rule (2005) 

A. Dupuy             Haiti In the World Economy: Class Race and 
Underdevelopment                                          Since 1700 (1989) 
R. Turits             Foundations of Despotism: Peasants, The Trujillo Regime, 
And  
              Modernity in Dominican History (2002) 
L. Perez              Cuba: Between Reform and Revolution (1988) 
B. Meeks  Narratives of Resistance: Jamaica, Trinidad, the Caribbean 

(2000) 

A. Rush  Bonds of Empire (2011) 

N. Bolland  The Politics of Labour in the British Caribbean. (2001) 

R. Hill, ed. The Marcus Garvey and UNIA Papers. Vol 11, Intro and island 

summaries 

R. Drayton ‘The Problem of the Hero(ine) in Caribbean History,’ Small Axe 

(March 2011) 

A. Bogues ‘Politics, Nation and Postcolony’ Small Axe (March 2002) 

K. Sikkink  Mixed Signals: U.S. Human Rights Policy and Latin America, (2004) 

H.R. Neptune Caliban and the Yankees (2007) 

T. Paschel Becoming Black Political Subjects: Movements and Ethno-
Racial Rights in Colombia and Brazil (2016)  

W. Ari-Chachaki            Earth Politics: Religion, Decolonization, and Bolivia’s 
Indigenous  
              Intellectuals (2014) 
 

 

(b) What role did the Cold War play in the creation and sustaining of military 

regimes in Latin America? 

 

Primary 



 

Getulio Vargas “New Year’s Address” (1938) 

 “Vargas’s Suicide Letter” (1954) 

Juan Perón  “Declaration of Workers’ Rights” (1947) 

Archdiocese of Sao Paolo Torture in Brazil: a shocking report on the pervasive use of 

torture by Brazilian military governments, 1964-1979 

Fidel Castro History Will Absolve Me (1953) 

 

A. Guevara Chavez: Venezuela and the New Latin America (2005) 

 

Secondary 

 

G. Horne  Cold War in a Hot Zone (2007) 

T.P. Wickham-Crowley Guerrillas and Revolution in Latin America: A Comparative 

Study of Insurgents and Regimes Since 1956 (1992) 

J.  Linzand & A. Stepan   The breakdown of democratic regimes (1978) 

B. Loveman & T. Davies  The Politics of Antipolitics. The Military in Latin America 

(1989).  

K. L.  Remmer Military Rule in Latin America (1989).  

R. Fagen & A. Cornelius, eds.  Political power in Latin America: seven confrontations 

(1970)  

G. O'Donnell Bureaucratic Authoritarianism: Argentina, 1966-1973, in 

Comparative Perspective (1988). 

A. Stepan Rethinking military politics: Brazil and the Southern Cone 

(1988)  

P. Gleijeses            The Dominican Crisis: The 1965 Constitutional Revolt and 
American  
             Intervention (1978) 
J. Scorer ‘From la Guerra Sucia to 'a Gentleman's Fight': War, 

Disappearance and Nation in the 1976-1983 Argentine 

Dictatorship’ in Bulletin of Latin American Research 27(1): 43-

60, 2008.  

M. Alves State and opposition in military Brazil (1985).  

Robert A. Karl Forgotten Peace: Reform, Violence, and the Making of 

Contemporary Colombia (2017) 

M.K. Huggins ‘Legacies of Authoritarianism: Brazilian Torturers' and 

Murderers' Reformulation of Memory’, Latin American 

Perspectives 27, 111 (2000) 

R. Schneider Political system of Brazil: emergence of a "modernizing" 

authoritarian regime, 1964-70 (1971) 

R. Barros ‘Personalization and institutional constraints: Pinochet, the 

Military Junta and the 1980 Constitution’, Latin American 

Politics and Society, Vol 43, N. 1 (Spring 2001) 

Matthew Karush et al, The New cultural history of Peronism (2010) 

Paul Drinot, ed. Che’s Travels: The Making of a Revolutionary in 1950s Latin 

America (2010) 

Lisa Hilbink  Judges Beyond Politics in Democracy and Dictatorship (2011) 

 



 
 

14. CHINA SINCE 1949 
 

a. In what ways did the new Communist state transform and radicalize Chinese society 

in the 1950s and 60s? 

 
Primary 

Zhou Xun ed. The Great Famine in China: A Documentary History 

Rae Yang Spider Eaters: A Memoir (1997) 

Films Morning Sun (Carma Hinton, 2003). A documentary film and 

accompanying website about the Cultural Revolution; DVD available 

in FAMES library <http://www.morningsun.org/> 

Images Chinese  Posters  <http://www.chineseposters.net/> 

 

Secondary 

Paul A. Cohen ‘Reflections on a watershed date: the 1949 divide in Chinese history’, in 
Jeffrey N. Wasserstrom ed. Twentieth Century China; New Approaches 

(2003), pp. 27–37. 

J. Brown & P. Pickowicz eds.   Dilemmas of Victory (2007) 

J. Brown & M. Johnson eds. Maoism at the Grassroots: Everyday life in China’s Era of High Socialism 

(2015) 

J. Brown City versus Countryside in Mao’s China: Negotiating the Divide (2012) 

Zheng Wang Finding Women in the State (2017) 

Jan Kiely The Compelling Ideal: Thought Reform and the Prison in China, 1901-1956 

(2014) 

Julia Strauss ‘Morality, Coercion and State Building by Campaign in the Early PRC: 

Regime Consolidation and After, 1949-1956’, China Quarterly (2006) 

Chang-tai  Hung Mao’s New World: Political Culture in the Early People’s Republic (2010) 

Andrew  Walder China Under Mao: A Revolution Derailed (2016) 

Gregory Ruf Cadres and Kin: Making a Socialist Village in West China, 1921-1991 (1998) 

Gail  Hershatter The Gender of Memory: Rural Women and China’s Collective Past (2011) 

K. Manning & F. Wemheuer Eating Bitterness: New Perspectives on China’s Great Leap Forward and 

Famine (2011) esp. Intro & chs. 3, 10 & 11. 

Yang Jisheng Tombstone: The Great Chinese Famine, 1958-1962 (2012) esp. Intro & ch. 
1. Frank  Dikötter Mao’s Great Famine: The History of China’s Most Devastating Catastrophe, 

1958-62  (2010)  and  Cormac  Ó  Gráda,  ‘Great  Leap  into  Famine:  A 

Review Essay,’ Population and Development Review, (2011) 191–210. 

T. Bernstein ‘Mao Zedong and the Famine of 1959-60: A Study in Willfulness,’ China 

Quarterly (2006) 

Neil Diamant Revolutionizing the Family: Politics, Love and Divorce in Urban and Rural 

China, 1949-1968 (2000) 

Daniel Leese Mao Cult: Rhetoric and Ritual in China’s Cultural Revolution (2011) 

Lynn White Policies of Chaos: The Organizational Causes of Violence in China’s Cultural 

Revolution (1991) 

J. Esherick et al The Chinese Cultural Revolution as History (2006) 

Philip Thai China's War on Smuggling (2018), ch. 7. 

Elisabeth Köll Railroads and the Transformation of China. (2019), chs 7 & 8. 

William C. Kirby ‘Continuity and Change in Modern China: Economic Planning on the 
Mainland and on Taiwan, 1943-1958’ (1990) 

b. To what extent has China globalized since the 

1970s? Primary 

 
Chinese Communist Party ‘Resolution on certain questions in the history of our party since the 

founding of the People’s Republic of China’, Adopted by the Sixth 

Plenary Session of the Eleventh Central Committee of the Communist 

Party of China on June 27, 1981. 

https://www.marxists.org/subject/china/documents/cpc/history/01 

http://www.morningsun.org/
http://www.chineseposters.net/
http://www.marxists.org/subject/china/documents/cpc/history/01


.htm 

Jiang Zemin ‘Report at the 14th Party Congress’, 12 October 1992 

<http://www.bjreview.com.cn/document/txt/2011- 

03/29/content_363504.htm> 

G. Barmé & L. Jaivin, eds. New Ghosts, Old Dreams: Chinese Rebel Voices (1992) 

Fang Lizhi Bringing Down the Great Wall trans. James Williams (1992) 

 
Secondary 

Timothy Brook Quelling the People: The Military Suppression of the Beijing Democracy 

Movement (1998) 

Timothy Cheek The Intellectual in Modern Chinese History (2016), chs. 5-6 

Zheng  Yongnian Contemporary China: A History since 1978 (2013) 

Maurice  Meisner The Deng Xiaoping Era: An Inquiry Into the Fate of Chinese Socialism, 1978- 

1994 (1996) 

Peter Hays Gries ‘Tears of Rage: Chinese Nationalist Reactions to the Belgrade Embassy 

Bombing,’ China Journal (2001) 

Dru Gladney Dislocating China: Muslims, Minorities and Other Subaltern Subjects (2004) 

Timothy Cheek Living with Reform: China Since 1989 (2006), esp. chs. 3-4. 

A. Ong & D. Nonini, eds. Ungrounded Empires: The Cultural Politics of Modern Chinese 

Transnationalism  (1996) 

Wang  Gungwu The Chinese Overseas: From Earthbound China to the Quest for Autonomy 

(2002), ch. 3. 

Ezra Vogel Deng Xiaoping (2011) 

Xu Guoqi Olympic Dreams: China and Sports (2009), ch. 7 

Susan  Greenhalgh Just One Child: Science and Policy in Deng’s China 

(2008) John Gittings The Changing Face of China: From Mao to Market (2006) 

Leslie Chang Factory Girls (2010) 

Jie Li Red Legacies in China: Cultural Afterlives of the Communist Revolution 

(2016) 

Bill Hayton The South China Sea (2014) 

Mark Selden ‘China, Japan and the Regional Political Economy of East Asia, 1945- 
1995’, in Network Power, eds. Peter Katzenstein and Takashi Shiraishi 
(1997) 

Karl Gerth As  China  Goes,  So  Does  the  World:  How  Chinese  Consumers  

Are Transforming Everything (2011) 

L. Brandt & T. Rawski, eds. China’s Great Economic Transformation (2008), intro [online] 

Pamela Crossley The Wobbling Pivot: China Since 1800 (2010), ch. 17 

Gail  Hershatter Women in China’s Long Twentieth Century (2007), ch. 1 

Mette Thunø ed. Beyond Chinatown (2008) 

Julia Lovell,  Maoism: A Global History (2019) 

http://www.bjreview.com.cn/document/txt/2011-


15. SOUTH ASIA SINCE 1947 

 
a. Do you agree that democracy in India has been exceptional in South Asia, and if so, 

why? 

b. ‘Religion rather than caste has defined politics in India since 1980’. Discuss. 

 
Primary 

J.P. Narayan Prison Diary (1978) 

P. Dhar Indira Gandhi, the Emergency and Indian Politics (2000) 

Fiction Salman Rushdie, Shame (1983) 

R.K. Narayan, The Painter of Signs (1978) 

RohintonMistry, A fine balance (1996) 

 
Secondary 

RamachandraGuha India after Gandhi (2007) 

Sunil Khilnani The Idea of India 

RajnarayanChandavarkar ‘Customs of Governance’, MAS (2007) 

Paul Brass The Politics of India since Independence (2nd edn. 1994) 

Srirupa Roy Beyond Belief: India and the Politics of Postcolonial Nationalism (2006) 

Martha C Nussbaum Democracy, Religious Violence and the Future of India (2007) 

Ben Zachariah Nehru (2004) 

ParthaChatterjee,  ed. State and Politics in India (1997), chs.by Manor and Brass. 

C. Jaffrelot India’s Silent Revolution: Rise of the Lower Castes in North India (2003) 

P.K. Chhibber& J.K. Petrocik    ‘Social Cleavages, elections and the Indian Party System’ in ZoyaHasan 

(ed.) Parties and Party Politics in India (2002) 

M. Hasan Legacy of a Divided Nation (1997) 

T.Y. Tan & G. Kudaisya The Aftermath of Partition in South Asia (2000), chs. 4-6 

E. Tarlo Unsettling Memories: Narratives of the Emergency in India (2002) 

B. Chandra In the name of democracy: JP movement and the Emergency (2003) 

JoyaChatterji The spoils of Partition: Bengal and India, 1947-67 (2007) 

VaziraZamindar The Long Partition and the Making of Modern South Asia (2008) 

A. Kohli, ed. The success of India’s democracy (2001) 

Ian Talbot Pakistan: a Modern History (2005) 

Ayesha Jalal Democracy and Authoritarianism in South Asia (1995) 

H Rashid, Gardezi, eds. Pakistan: the Roots of a Praetorian Dictatorship, esp. Alavi 

S. Burki, S. Javed& G. Rizvi ‘Riding the tiger: institutionalising the military regimes in Pakistan and 
Bangladesh’, in C. Clapham& G. Philip, eds.,The political dilemmas of 
military regimes (1985) 

Y. Samad A nation in turmoil: nationalism & ethnicity in Pakistan, 1937-1958 (1995) 

S. Ansari Life After Partition: migration, community & strife in Sindh, 1947-62 (2005) 

SrinathRaghavan 1971: A Global History of the Creation of Bangladesh (2013) 

Sufia Ahmed Constructing Bangladesh (2007) 



16. THE MIDDLE EAST AFTER 1945 
 

a) Why have so many postcolonial Arab states been considered authoritarian? 

 
Primary 

Gamal Abdel Nasser Egypt’s Liberation: The Philosophy of the Revolution (1955) 

 
Secondary 

James Gelvin The modern Middle East: a history 

Roger Owen State, power and politics in the modern Middle East 

A. Richards &  J. Waterbury A political economy of the Middle East (1996) 

Giacomo Luciani, ed., The Arab state (1990) 

Roger Owen The rise and fall of Arab presidents for life (2012) 

Salwa Ismail Political life in Cairo’s new quarters: encountering the everyday state (2006) 

Laura Bier Revolutionary womanhood: feminisms, modernity, and the state in Nasser’s 

Egypt (2011) 

Charles Tripp A history of Iraq, any edition 

Fawwaz  Trabulsi A history of modern Lebanon (2012) 

Lisa Wedeen Ambiguities of domination: politics, rhetoric, and symbols in contemporary 

Syria (1999) 

Bassam  Haddad Business networks in Syria: the political economy of authoritarian resilience 

(2012) 

Lisa Wedeen Peripheral visions: publics, power, and performance in Yemen (2008) 

Joseph Sassoon Saddam Hussein’s Ba’th Party: inside an authoritarian regime (2012) 

Toby Jones Desert kingdom: how oil and water shaped modern Saudi Arabia (2010) 

Steffen Hertog Princes, brokers, and bureaucrats: oil and the state in Saudi Arabia (2010) 

Pascal Ménoret Joyriding in Riyadh: oil, urbanism and road revolt (2014) 

Adam Hanieh Capitalism and class in the Gulf Arab states (2011) 

 
b) To  what  extent  has  the  Arab-Israeli  conflict  shaped  the  international  politics  

of  the postcolonial Middle East? 

 
Primary 

Charles Smith Palestine and the Arab-Israeli conflict: a history with documents (2009) 

 
Secondary 

James Gelvin The Arab-Israeli conflict: one hundred years of war (2005) 

Malcolm Kerr The Arab Cold War, 1958-1967: a study of ideology in politics (1970) 

Avi Shlaim The Iron Wall: Israel and the Arab world (2000) 

Wm. R. Louis & 

Roger Owen, eds. Suez 1956: the crisis and its consequences 

(1989) Wm. R. Louis & 

Avi Shlaim, eds. The 1967 Arab-Israeli war: origins and consequences (2012) 

Yezid Sayigh & 

Avi Shlaim, eds. The Cold War and the Middle East (1997) 

Patrick Seale The struggle for Syria: a study of post-war Arab politics, 1945-1958 (1986) 

Michael  Johnson All honourable men: the social origins of war in Lebanon (2003) 

Kamal Salibi Crossroads to civil war: Lebanon, 1958-1976 (1976) 

Joel Gordon Nasser: hero of the Arab nation (2006) 

James  Jankowski Nasser, Egypt, Arab nationalism and the United Arab Republic (2001) 

Abdel Razzaq Takriti Monsoon Revolution: Republicans, Sultans and Empires in Oman, 1965-1976 

(2013) 

Paul Chamberlin The   Global   Offensive:   The   United   States,   the   Palestine   Liberation 



Organization and the Making of the Post-Cold War Order (2012) 

Jesse Ferris Nasser’s Gamble: How Intervention in Yemen Caused the Six-Day War and 

the Decline of Egyptian Power (2013) 

Guy Laron Origins of the Suez Crisis: Postwar development policy and the struggle over 

Third World industrialization, 1945-1956 (2013) 



17. POSTCOLONIAL  AFRICA 
 

What have been the main factors shaping the building of post-colonial states in 

Africa since 1956? 

 
Primary 

Fiction: Chinua  Achebe Anthills of the Savannah 

A Man of the People 

(1966) 

Ayi Kwei Armah The Beautyful ones are not yet born (1968) 

 

Films: Borom Sarret (1966) 

Bamako (2006) 

Sometimes in April (2005) 

Journalism: Ryszard Kapuscinski, Another Day of Life 

 Stephen Ellis, Season of Rains: Africa in the World (2011) 

 
Secondary 

F. Cooper Africa since 1940 (2002) 

F. Cooper ‘Possibility & constraint: African independence in historical 

perspective’, Journal of African History, 49 (2008) 

P. Nugent Africa since Independence (2nd edn. 2012) 

J. Breuilly, ed. Oxford Handbook of the History of Nationalism, Chapter 15, Bruce Berman 

and John Lonsdale, ‘Nationalism in Colonial and Post-Colonial Africa’ 

and Chapter 18, Bruce Berman, ‘Nationalism in Post-Colonial Africa’ (2013) 

John Lonsdale ‘Globalization,  Ethnicity  and  Democracy:  A  view  from  ‘the  Hopeless 

Continent’, in A. Hopkins, Globalisation in World History (2001) 

Paul Nugent ‘States and Social Contracts in Africa’, New Left Review (2010) 

C. Young The African Colonial State in Comparative Perspective (1994), chs. 2, 8, 9 

C. Young ‘The end of the post-colonial state in Africa? Reflections on changing 

African political dynamics’, African Affairs (2004) 

M. Mamdani Citizen and Subject: Contemporary Africa and the Legacy of Late Colonialism 

(1996) 

W. Reno Warfare in Independent Africa (2011) 

M. Jerven Poor Numbers: How we are misled by African development statistics & what 

to do about it (2013) 

A. Burton & M. Jennings, ed. ‘The  Emperor’s  New  Clothes?  Continuities  in  Governance  in  late colonial 

and early postcolonial East Africa’, Special Issue, International Journal of 

African Historical Studies, 40, 1 (2007) 

M. S. Macdonald ‘Guinea’s Political Prisoners. Colonial Models, Postcolonial Innovation, 

Comparative Studies in Society and History (2012) 

J. S. Ahlman ‘A new type of citizen: youth, gender, and generation in the Ghanaian 

builders brigade’, Journal of African History (2012) 

A. Ivaska Cultured States: youth, gender and modern style in 1960s Dar es Salaam 

(2011) 

D. Branch Kenya: Between Hope and Despair, 1963-2010 (2011) 

J. Willis ‘Tradition, tribe, and state in Kenya: the Mijikenda Union, 1945-1980’, 

Comparative Studies in Society and History, 55, 2 (2013) 

B. Berman et al eds. Ethnicity and Democracy in Africa (2004) 

L. Whitfield & 

Abdul Raufu Mustapha Turning Points in Africa Democracy (2009) 

M. Larmer Rethinking African Politics: A history of opposition in Zambia (2011) 

S. Straus The Order of Genocide: Race, Power, and War in Rwanda (2006) 

S. Dorman et al, eds. Making Nations, Creating Strangers: States and Citizenship in Africa (2007) 

R. Marshall-Fratani ‘The War of "Who Is Who": Autochthony, Nationalism, and Citizenship 

in the Ivoirian Crisis’, African Studies Review (2006) 



P. Geschiere The Perils of Belonging: autochthony, citizenship and exclusion in Africa and 

Europe (2009) 

P. Chabal & J. P. Daloz Africa Works: Disorder as a Political Instrument (1999) 

E. Hunter Political Thought and the Public Sphere in Tanzania (2015) 

N.  Cheeseman Democracy in Africa (2015) 



18. EMPIRES IN WORLD HISTORY 
 

What advantages did empire offer, or appear to offer, to the world’s ‘imperial’ states 

in the early 20th century? 

 
Primary 

J.A. Hobson Imperialism: A Study (1902) 

V.I. Lenin Imperialism: The Highest Stage of Capitalism (1916) 

Film: The British Empire In Colour (2002) 

 
Secondary 

Stephen Howe Empire: a very short introduction (2002) 

John Darwin After Tamerlane: The Rise and Fall of Global Empires, 1400-2000 

(2007) Eric  Hobsbawm The Age of Empire 1875-1914 (1987), ch. 3 

R Owen & B Sutcliffe, eds. Studies in the Theory of Imperialism (1972) 

P. O’Brien ‘The costs & benefits of British imperialism’, Past & Present, 120 (1988) 

& 125 (1990) 

Raj  Chandavarkar ‘Imperialism  and the European Empires’ in J. Jackson (ed.) The Short 

Oxford History of Europe 1900-1945 (2002) 

B.R. Tomlinson ‘India & the empire’, IESHR (1975) or The political economy of the Raj 

1914–47 (1979), ch. 1 

C.M. Andrew & 

A.S.  Kanya-Forstner France Overseas (1981), chapters 1–2 

Robert Aldrich Greater France: A History of French Overseas Expansion (1996) 

J. Marseille ‘Phases  of  French  Colonialism’,  in  A. Porter  &  R.F. Holland, eds., 

Money Finance & Empire 

Dominic Lieven The Russian Empire and its rivals (2000) 

Michael Adas ‘Imperialism and colonialism in comparative perspective’, IHR (1998) 

Cem Emrence ‘Imperial paths, big comparisons: the late Ottoman Empire’, J. of Global 

History, 3 (2008) 

Frederick  Cooper Colonialism in question (2005), esp. ch. 6 

J. Burbank & F. Cooper Empires in World History: Power and the Politics of Difference (2010) 

Julian Go Patterns of empire: The British and American Empires, 1688 to the Present 

(2011) 

Philippa Levine The British empire: Sunrise to Sunset (2007), chs. 8-9 

Frederick Cooper & 

Ann Stoler, eds. Tensions of empire (1997) 

Rosalind  O'Hanlon ‘Gender  in  the  British  Empire’  in  J.  M. Brown  and  Wm  Roger  Louis, 

eds., The Oxford History of the British Empire, Vol IV (1999) 

R. Bickers, ed. Settlers and Expatriates: Britons over the Seas (2010) 

G. B. Magee & 

A. S. Thompson Empire and Globalisation: Networks of People, Goods and Capital in the 

British World, c.1850-1914 (2010) 

M. Hardt & A. Negri Empire (2001) 

A. Jackson The British Empire: A Very Short Introduction (2013) 

 

P. Cain & A. Hopkins British Imperialism: Crisis and Deconstruction 1914-1990 (1993), parts one to three 
(or in their single-volume edition, British Imperialism 1688-2000 (2002),



19. THE GLOBAL REFUGEE 

 

Benthall,  Jonathon Disasters, Relief and the Media London (1993) 

Chandler, David ‘The Road the Military Humanitarianism’, How the Human Rights 
NGOs Shaped a New Humanitarian Agenda’, Human Rights Quarterly, 
2001 

Chatterji, Joya ‘Dispositions and Destinations. Refugee Agency and “Mobility 

Capital” in the Bengal Diaspora, 1947-2007’, CSSH (2013) 

Chatterji, Joya ‘Rights or charity? Government and refugees: the debate over relief 

and rehabilitation in West Bengal, 1947-1950’, in Suvir Kaul ed. 

Partition of memory (2001) 

Chimni, B.S. International Refugee Law: A Reader (2000) 

de Waal, Alex Famine Crimes Politics and the Disaster Relief Industry in Africa (1997) 

Fiddian-Qasmiyeh, G. et al eds. The Oxford Handbook of Refugee and Forced Migration Studies (2014) 

Gatrell, Peter The Making of the Modern Refugee (2013) 

Haddad,  Emma The Refugee in International Society: Between Sovereigns 

(2008) Judt, Tony Postwar (2006) 

Loescher, Gil ‘The UNHCR and World Politics,’ The International Migration Review 

(Spring, 2001) 

Malkki, Liisa Purity and Exile: Violence, Memory, And National Cosmology Among Hutu 

Refugees In Tanzania (1995) 

Marrus,  Mark The Unwanted: European Refugees in the twentieth Century (1985) 

Mazower,  Mark Salonika, City of Ghosts (2004) 

Schoppa, R. Keith In a Sea of Bitterness: Refugees during the Sino-Japanese War (2011) 

Van Hear, Nicholas New Diasporas: The Mass Exodus, Dispersal and Regrouping of Migrant 

Communities (2003) 

Zamindar,  Vazira The Long Partition and the Making of  Modern South Asia:  Refugees, 

Boundaries, Histories (2007) 

Zolberg, Aristide R. ‘The Formation of New States as a Refugee-Generating Process’, Annals 

of the American Academy of Political and Social Science (1983) 

Zolberg, Aristide R. & 

Peter M. Benda eds. Global Migrants, Global Refugees: Problems and Solutions (2001) 

Zolberg Aristide et al Escape from Violence (1989) 

 
A. McKeown,    ‘Global migration’, J. of World Hist (2004) 

S. Amrith,    Migration and diaspora in modern Asia (2011) 
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20. INTERNATIONALISM AND GLOBAL THOUGHT 
 

a. What was the relation between imperialism, the League of Nations, and the 

early United Nations? 

b. How were ‘internationalism’ and ‘development’ linked over the twentieth century? 

 
Alison Bashford Global Population: History, Geopolitics, and Life on Earth (2014) 

Mark  Mazower No Enchanted Palace: the End of Empire and the Ideological Origins of the 

United Nations (2009) 

Akira Irye Global Community: The Role of International Organizations in the Making of 

the Contemporary World (2002) 

Patricia Clavin Securing the World Economy: The Reinvention of the League of Nations, 

1920-1946  (2013). 

Susan Pedersen ‘Back to the League of Nations: Review Essay,’ AHR, 112, 4 (2007): 

1091-1117. 

Mark  Mazower Governing the World: The History of an Idea (2012). 

Jo-Anne  Pemberton Global metaphors: modernity and the quest for one world (Pluto, 2001). David  

Mackenzie A World Beyond Borders: an Introduction to the History of International 

Organizations  (2010) 
S. Bose & K. Manjapra, eds. Cosmopolitan Thought Zones: South Asia & the Global Circulation of Ideas 

(2010) 

Samuel Moyn & 

Andrew Sartori eds., Global Intellectual History (2013) 

Denis  Cosgrove Apollo’s Eye: a Cartographic Genealogy of Earth in the Western Imagination 

(2001), 257–67 

Sheila Jasanoff ‘Image and Imagination: The Formation of Global Environmental 
Consciousness’ in Changing the Atmosphere: Expert Knowledge and 
Environmental Governance, ed. C.A. Miller and P.N. Edwards (2001), 309-
37. 

Saul Dubow ‘Smuts,  the  United  Nations  and  the  Rhetoric  of  Race  and  Rights’, 

Journal of Contemporary History 43, 1 (2008): 43-72. 

Saul Dubow South Africa’s Struggle for Human Rights (2012) 

Roland Burke Decolonization and the Evolution of International Human Rights (2010) 

Nick Cullather The Hungry World (2010) 

Amy L.S. Staples The Birth of Development (2006) 

Frederick Cooper & 

Randall Packard, eds. International Development and the Social Sciences (1997) 

M. Geyer & C. Bright ‘World History in a Global Age,’ AHR 100, 4 (1995) 1060 

Akira Iriye ‘Global History’ in Patrick Finney, ed. International History (2005) 

Jean-François  Bayart Global subjects: a political critique of globalization (2007) 

Robert C. Young Postcolonialism: an historical introduction (2001) 

Daniel Gorman The emergence of international society in the 1920s (2012) 

Meredith Terretta ‘‘We Had Been Fooled into Thinking that the UN Watches over the 
Entire World’: Human Rights, UN Trust Territories and Africa’s 
Decolonization,’ Human Rights Quarterly 34, 2 (2012) 329-60. 

M. Lake & H. Reynolds Drawing the Global Colour Line (2008) 

D. Bell The Idea of Greater Britain: Empire and the Future of World Order (2007)) 

G. Sluga Internationalism in the Age of Nationalism (2013) 

S. Kapila ed. An Intellectual History for India (2010) 

 
Gregory T. Cushman,   Guano and the opening of the Pacific World: a global ecological history (2013) 

 
C. Kurzman    Democracy Denied, 1905-1915 (2008) 

M. Goebel Anti-imperial metropolis: inter-war Paris and the seeds of Third World nationalism 

(2015) 
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21.  THE GLOBAL COLD WAR:  

How ‘Global’ was the Global Cold War? To what extent did the Cold War shape the process 

of decolonisation in the Global South after 1945?   

Primary 

Chin Peng My Side of History (2003) [Communist memoir from Malaya] 

Robert Thompson Defeating Communist Insurgency: Experiences from Malaya and Vietnam 

(1966) 

Julius Nyerere Freedom and Socialism, pp. 50-54, 367-384 

Fiction: Anthony Burgess, The Malayan trilogy (1956-9) 

Graham Greene, The Quiet American (1955) 

Poetry Zuo Zhongling, ‘To Robert Williams’ (1964) [online] 

 
Secondary 

Odd Arne Westad Global Cold War: Third World Interventions (2005) 

Christopher J. Lee ed. Making a World After Empire: The Bandung Moment and its Afterlives 

(2010) 

Odd Arne Westad, et al, eds.    The Cambridge History of the Cold War (2012), esp. v. I, chs. 17, 22-23; II, 

13; III, 9-11, 22 

Paul M. McGarr Cold War in South Asia: Britain, the United States and the Indian Subcontinent 

(2013) 

Tuong Vu & 

  W. Wongsurawat, eds. Dynamics of the Cold War in Asia: Ideology, Identity & Culture (2009)    

Zheng Yangwen et al eds., The Cold War in Asia: The Battle for Hearts and Minds (2010) [online] 

C. Bayly & T. Harper Forgotten Wars: the end of Britain’s Asian Empire (2007) 

Benedict Anderson The Spectre of Comparisons: Nationalism, Southeast Asia and the world 

(1998), chapters 7–9 

C. Baker & P. Phongpaichit A History of Thailand (2005), ch. 6 

M. Bradley & M. Young, eds.    Making Sense of the  Vietnam  Wars:  local,  national  &  transnational 

perspectives (2008) 

Masuda Hajimu Cold War Crucible: The Korean Conflict & the Postwar World (2015) 

Chen Jian Mao’s China and the Cold War (2001) 

Jeremy Friedman Shadow Cold War (2015) 

David Reynolds One World Divisible: A Global History Since 1945 (2000) 

Piero Gleijeses ‘Decolonisation and the Cold War’, Oxford Handbook End of Empires 

(2018) Greg Grandin The Last Colonial Massacre: Latin America in the Cold War (2004) 

S.C. Schlesinger & S Kinzer Bitter Fruit: The Story of the American Coup in Guatemala (1999) 

Jamie Monson Africa's freedom railway: How a Chinese development project changed lives & 

livelihoods in Tanzania (2009) 

Piero Gleijeses Conflicting Missions: Havana, Washington, and Africa, 1959-1976 (2002) 

Elizabeth Schmidt Cold War and Decolonization in Guinea, 1946-1958 (2007) 

Lars Schoultz That Infernal Little Cuban Republic: The United States and the Cuban 

Revolution (2009) 

Rashid Khalidi Sowing Crisis: The Cold War and American Dominance in the Middle East 

(2009) 

Robeson Taj Frazier The East is Black: Cold War China in the Black Radical Imagination (2015)  

Laura Madokoro Chinese Migrants in the Cold War (2016) 

Robert Vitalis America’s Kingdom: Mythmaking on the Saudi Oil Frontier (2007) 

Gendzier Notes from the Minefield: United States Intervention in Lebanon (2006) 

Alexander Cook, ed. Mao’s Little Red Book (2014) 

L. James & E. Leake, eds. Decolonization and the Cold War (2015), intro [online] 

Lisa Namikas Battleground Africa: Cold War in the Congo, 1960-1965 (2015) 

T. J. Noer Cold War and Black Liberation (1985) 

Douglas Little  ‘Cold War and Colonialism in Africa: The United States, France and the 

Madagascar Revolt’, Pacific Historical Review, 59:4 (1990)
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22. GLOBAL ISLAM AND ISLAMIC RESURGENCE IN THE 20THc 
 

a. ‘Muslim politics remains defined in the late twentieth century by local, rather 

than global, concerns.’ Discuss. 

b. To what extent can the growth of Islamic piety in the late twentieth century 

be seen as a return to tradition? 

 
Primary 

M. Moaddel & K. Talattof Modernist and Fundamentalist Debates in Islam: a Reader (2002) 

Sayyid Qutb Milestones (1964) 

Imam Khomeini ‘The necessity for Islamic Revolution’ in Hamid Algar, ed., Islam & 

Revolution (1981) 

 
Secondary 

John Ruedy, ed. Islamism and secularism in North Africa 

Felicitas Becker Becoming Muslim in Mainland Tanzania, 1890-2000: The Spread of Islam 

Beyond the Indian Ocean Coast (2008), ch. 8 

Robert W Hefner Civil Islam: Muslims and democratization in Indonesia (2000) 

Patricia Sloane Islam, modernity & entrepreneurship amongst the Malays (1999), chs 1, 3 

Magnus  Marsden Living Islam: Muslim religious experience on Pakistan’s north-west frontier 

(2005) 

Special issue Modern  Asian  Studies,  42,  2/3  (2008),  esp.  Robinson,  Marsden,  Huq, 

Ahmad & Alam 

Muhammad Qasim Zaman The Ulama in Contemporary Islam: the custodians of change (2007) 

Faisal Devji Landscapes of the Jihad: Militancy, Morality and Modernity (2005) 

Charles  Hirschkind The Ethical Soundscape: Cassette Sermons and Islamic Counterpublics 

(2009) Donal Cruise O’Brien Symbolic Confrontations: Muslims Imagining the State in Contemporary 

Africa 

Lara Deeb An Enchanted Modern: Gender and Public Piety in Shi’i Lebanon (2006) 

Lara Deeb & Mona Harb Leisurely Islam: negotiating geography and morality in Shi’ite South Beirut 

(2013) 

Augustus  Norton Hezbollah: A Short History (2009) 

Thomas Pierret Religion and state in Syria (2013) 

Saba  Mahmood Politics of Piety: The Islamic Revival and the Feminist Subject 

(2011) Muhammad Qasim Zaman Modern Islamic thought in a radical age (2012) 

Gregory  Starrett Putting Islam to work: education, politics and religious transformation in 

Egypt (1998) 

Salwa Ismail Rethinking Islamist politics: culture, the state, and Islamism (2002) 
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23: GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT 
 

Did the colonial encounter contribute more to processes of development or underdevelopment? 

Explain with reference to the conditions encountered in the developing world and the kinds of 

development tactics used to foster development.  
 

A. Escobar Encountering Development: Making & Unmaking of the Third World (1995) 

A. Hoogvelt    Globalization and the Postcolonial World: The New Political Economy of 

Development (2001) 

Corinna R. Unger International Development: A Postwar History (2018) 

K. Sokoloff and S. Engerman ‘Institutions, factor endowments, and  paths  of  development  in   the New 

World’, Journal of Economic Perspectives, 14: 3 (2000), pp. 217-32. 

A. Gunder Frank ‘Aid or Exploitation?’ in Latin America: Underdevelopment or Revolution? 

F. Cooper & R. Packard, eds.    International Development and the Social Sciences: Essays in the History 

and Politics of Knowledge (1997)  

M. Jennings ‘We Must Run While Others Walk’, The Journal of Modern African Studies    

41:2 (2003) 

Michael Todaro &  Economic Development (2009) 

Stephen Smith ed. 

N. J. White ‘The Beginnings of Crony Capitalism: Business, Politics and Economic 
Development in Malaysia, 1955-70, Modern Asian Studies, 38: 2 (2004) 

T.  Mitchell ‘No factories, no problem: the logic of neo-liberalism in Egypt’, Rev African 

Pol Econ, 82 (1999) 
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