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SECTION	A	

QUESTION	1	
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SCRIPT	1:	
 

 

Examiner commentary 

In this response, the candidate has demonstrated a limited understanding of the poem, but there is an 
attempt to consider the language, structure and form. The analysis does not have to be explicit to gain 
a mark. 

We will see responses with less than this, but if something has been written, we try to award at least 
one mark. It is important to remember that Q1 is unseen. This response is succinct, but it does have 
limited analysis of language features.  

 

Level 1: 4 marks 
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SCRIPT	2:	
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Examiner commentary 

The candidate provides some examples from the poem, but often the comments are rather 
generalised. There is not enough close analysis of the language, structure and form. This is a very 
personal response. 

Begins well although then becomes more generalised. The ‘air’ is well described although there is no 
evidence to support the points. 

 Level 2: 6 marks 
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SCRIPT	3:	
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Examiner commentary 

This response demonstrates some understanding of the poem. There are some relevant ideas, but 
these are also coupled with some misinterpretations. The enemy being ‘a creature’ is an example of 
this. There are ‘some’ points made and the candidate has worked hard to provide some analysis. This 
is just slightly better than S2.There is reference to the list and the rhyming couplet. There are some 
points made about the sounds. The candidate makes misinterpretations about the ‘neck’ reference. 

This candidate tries to address all of the bullet points. There is more engagement with the poem than 
previous examples. There was some discussion about the response and a mark of 8 was discussed.  
  

Level 2: 7 marks 
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SCRIPT	3B:	
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Additional script S3b ending 9894 

This is an example of a borderline script. Many would consider 8 or 9 for this script. There is an 
understanding of what the poem is about, but some ideas could have been developed further to 
explain how or why particular words and phrases have an effect on the reader (such as the ‘rosy 
gloom’).   

The candidate needs to link this answer more to the language and give more examples to support the 
points. Some of the points made are vague. The candidate demonstrates a clear understanding of the 
poem, but the response needs more close analysis of and examples from the poem. 

To go into the next band there need to be a more thorough analysis of language. 

Level 3: 12 marks 
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SCRIPT	4:	
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Examiner commentary 

The candidate provides a thorough response and in paces it is quite mature. Not all points are always 
convincingly conveyed, but there is some word level analysis involved.  

 

There is not a great variety of examples and the ones presented are from a similar area of the poem. 
To move securely to band 5 a wider coverage of the poem is needed. There is just enough analysis to 
move the response into band 5. 

   

Level 5: 17 marks 
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SCRIPT	5:	
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Examiner commentary 

This is an example of a script which is difficult to read but which should not be penalised for this fact. 

This is a full mark answer which shows a perceptive understanding of the poem and there is an 
assured analysis of language. The candidate uses a wide range of evidence to support the points 
made. Although the response does not mention the death of the soldier, it does mention much more.    
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Level 5: 20 marks 
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QUESTION	2	
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SCRIPT	6:	
 

 

Examiner commentary 

The candidate provides little understanding of the question and the text. 

 

Level 1: 2 marks 
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SCRIPT	7:	
 

 

Examiner commentary 

The answer starts off well. The candidate attempts some language analysis, although this is not 
always convincing. The candidate shows some potential. There is a very long quotation which if taken 
out would lead to little left in the response. 

 

Level 1: 4 marks 
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SCRIPT	8:	
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Examiner commentary 

In this response, the candidate has made a number of succinct, maturely expressed points. The 
candidate repeats some points for example how ‘uncomfortable’ the journey is. In the response the 
candidate is focusing on structure although some of the ideas are underdeveloped, which is why it did 
not achieve a mark of 20. There is, however a clear focus on the question throughout. 

There is an assured understanding of the question which has hints of perception and discriminating 
points are made.  

Level 4: 18 marks 
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SCRIPT	9:	
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Examiner commentary 

This is a sustained response, although there are times when evidence is required to support the 
points, for example the use of personification to describe the wheels. There are times when evidence 
is given but the candidate does not develop the points further. There is focus on the form and 
structure, for example when discussing the third person in the past tense.  

There is a focus on the question but there is not enough close analysis of language to move out of 
this band.  

The candidate should not be penalised for referring to a poem rather than an extract of prose. 

Level 3: 12 marks 
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SCRIPT	10:	
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Examiner commentary 

This response exceeds expectations. Do not hesitate about going to the top of the band for responses 
that deserve full marks. This is a 20++ response and should not depress other responses which are 
just as good, but are not so well written or expressed. 

 

Level 5: 20 marks 
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SECTION	B	

	

QUESTION	3	
 

 

 

SCRIPT	11:	
 

 

Examiner commentary 

This response is limited although there is some personal response. There are two poems discussed. 
The point about the ‘rain’ is relevant.  

 

Level 1: 4 marks 
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SCRIPT	12:	
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Examiner commentary 

The candidate has made some attempt to consider language and form. The candidate has worked 
hard and has done as they have been instructed, possibly to compare and to use discourse markers. 
The points are relevant and include appropriate comments which, unfortunately, are not developed or 
always convincing.  

 

Level 2: 8 marks 

  



     

34 

 

	

SCRIPT	13:	
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Examiner commentary 

This response is clear, but a thorough understanding is not demonstrated. There is no development 
or sustained comment. In the second page there is a list of quotations which is unsupported by 
analysis. The candidate seems to lack confidence. There is a misunderstanding of the ‘war 
photographer’, saying that he/she does not care when in fact they do. 

 

Level 3: 12 marks 
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SCRIPT	14:	
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Examiner commentary 

The candidate provides a personal response which is supported by appropriate evidence and 
analysis. This is an assured response, although no explicit reference to structure and form is made. A 
good balance is made across the two poems. 

 

Level 5: 18 marks 
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QUESTION	4	
 

 

 

SCRIPT	15:	
 

 

Examiner commentary 

The candidate writes about people’s behaviour in Prayer Before Birth, but has not considered the 
named poem, Telephone Conversation. This is a limited response and an example of a rubric 
infringement. If two poems had been discussed, then the candidate may have achieved 5 marks (if 
the response had been of a similar quality). The candidate has crossed out the introduction, but this 
should be read to check if there is anything of worth in it. 

Level 1: 2 marks 

This is an example of a rubric infringement.  
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SCRIPT	16:	
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Examiner commentary 

The candidate writes about people’s behaviour in Telephone Conversation and A Mother in a 
Refugee Camp. There is some evidence exhibited in this response although there is only ‘some’. 
There is a clear introduction and focus on the question. The candidate makes reference to the 
ellipses. The candidate may have struggled because they are trying to compare the texts.  

 

Level 2: 8 marks 
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SCRIPT	17:	
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Examiner commentary 

The candidate writes about people’s behaviour in Telephone Conversation and My Last Duchess. The 
candidate has not included very much close analysis of language and the response does become 
somewhat narrative. There is though a clear understanding of the poem. There is no explicit reference 
to structure and form, but we could consider the examples of the use of block capitals and the 
informal conversation as evidence of analysis. 

 

Level 3: 11 marks 
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SCRIPT	18:	
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Examiner commentary 

The candidate writes about people’s behaviour in Telephone Conversation and Once Upon A Time. 
This is a sustained response although there are not many examples to become assured. The 
response would benefit from more analysis and it becomes somewhat repetitive. The candidate 
opens with a good point about the variety of situations that there are. Structure and form is mentioned 
with one line stanzas as an example. 

Level 4: 14 marks 
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SCRIPT	19:	
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Examiner commentary 

The candidate writes about people’s behaviour in Telephone Conversation and My Last Duchess. 
This is an example of a script which goes beyond expectations. The candidate shows a maturity of 
expression and supports all analysis with examples, which are more than appropriate and are often 
embedded.   

Level 5: 20 marks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


