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o A narrative is simply a story that is being told. Think :0
' w H A T IS l T{? about any novel that you have read. That’s narrative 1@
. : :
10
le

o! writingl The difference with this assignment is that it
° : is personal, which means you are felling the story. This is not just any story,
0: though. This is a personal sfory that reflects on a moment in your life that has '"
* made who you are foday. It must be a sfory that has made a big impact on you "
.: ond really defines who you are or why you are the way you are. However, it ‘.
: could be a sfory about someone else and how they made an impact on you, !
; such as a parent or a grandparent. You could also call this a Small Moment. .
\
l. .|
:. Q “ A \- ' T l ES Here are a few pointers about a personal narrative to "‘
e keep you on track: *
' Y
'l. The author may write about.. .:
'y U An experience or an event from his or her past -
. U Arecent or ongoing event that shopes his or her life i
* L Something that happened fo someone else that impacted the writer’s life, ®
: such as a parent or grandparent :o
1 re
o [
o The author needs to keep in mind.. ®
.: U This is not just a sfory, this is an essay. Therefore, make sure your piece of :.
.: writing has a lesson or something you have learned from your experience that  ®
o! you have chosen : *
.: L Even though it is an essay, it is personal. Therefore, you may use personal  ®
o! pronouns (I, me, we) : ¢
.: L Mcke sure you recreate the story using lots of details and examples. Your (i
.: readers need to feel like they were right there in the story. :.
.
‘: Don’t worry, we will go step by step in how to create a personal :.
% HO w ? narrative. You will look at real examples fo give yourself some ideas, :o
; and you will use your writing partner fo boost your confidence. 1 o
'
.' will also conference with you throughout the process to give some tips and [
| tricks. This assignment is so we can all learn more about who you arel ..
[ ------------ '
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o wHM' IS \10 “R MOMENT7 Think about and answer these questions fo help you h
.: define what your moment is for your narrative. 1 ®

1
ol @ Check which type of narrative you are writing about: .
o ¥ 0 Anexperience or event from my past that shaped who I am 1@

: L A recent or ongoing event that continues fo shape who T am :.
.| L Something that hoppened to someone else that impacted my life 10
:: @ Check which prompt(s) you will use fo write your narrative. For this section, "o
1 you may pick more than one since we are brainstorming ideas. »
: O A childhood event. Think of an experience when you learned something for the first time, or when you !
' realized how important someone was for you. «
. L Achieving a goal. Think about a particularly meaningful achievernent in your life. This could be something o
:. as seemingly minor as achieving a good grade on a difficult assignment, or this could be something with .'I

1@ more long-losting effects, like getting fo go to your chosen school or making a sports feam. o
‘e O A failure. Think about a time when you did not perform as well as you had wanted. Focusing on an ]
:. experience like this can result in rewarding reflections about the positive emerging from the negative. o1l
' L A good or bad deed. Think about a time when you did or did not stand up for yourself or someone else in .:
I. the face of adversity or challenge. ™
® L A change in your life. Think about a time when something significant changed in your life. This could be i
* anything from a move across town to a major change in a relationship fo the birth or death of a loved ®
e one.
. O A redlization. Think about a fime when you experienced a realization. This could be anything from }
; understanding a complicated math equation fo gaining a deeper understanding of a world issue or life :.
o situation. P

| . . . . ' ®
ot @ After selecting the prompt; use that prompt to free write possible topics below h
o' The experience you will use. This means you need to have 3 options fo write about.  ®
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* @ How did these experiences shape who you are? What are the significances of 'l.
.: these stories o you and your life? e
]
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.: When writing a personal narrative, it is important fo choose : °
¢ ] SM,\ |_|_ MO M E NTS a small moment fo zoom in and focus on. Small Moments allow 1 @
) e s . 1
. you to focus your story on a specific moment in time, using . °
*\ descriptive details. Think of three topics or moments that you are inferested in writing 10
¢ : about. Then, focus each topic into a small moment. The first one has been completed as an :.
* example. Then, use this graphic organizer strategy to write your Small Moment Personal 10
L4 . )
r Narrative. N
[} L 4
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: Trip to the beach .
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* Use this worksheet to brainstorm and !
.l: B RA , NSTO RM A ND 0 R 6 A h l Z E OraniZe your ideOS FOI“ your per“SOhCl| : :
L narrativel Ie
o! '
I e
::' [0 SET THE SCENE: Tell me when your moment happened, where it hoppened, and who was there. \ 'l.
L 4
N Wicic? Wis | 1
i :
l. ]
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] ¢ ]
N 7
l. .l
v’ @ QUK SUMMARY.: e e nm @ DETALS AND REFLECTIONS Add% «
* of events below. important details and reflections that would show i
o me why this story is important. ]
e »
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[ e COﬂCLUS'Oﬂ What is the overall lesson? Why is this story important to your life? ]
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.: “Said is Deadlll* As great writers, we have to be able fo expand our LIPS
1

* WORD (HO | (E vocabulary and use words that create feeling and show description. ;e

.: This worksheet will help you fo go through your rough draft and le
1

¢ 1 determine which sentences can be improved with better word choice. 10

®) 1

o! N

1 .

o (STEP | Tdentify Weak Words N It
o U You will need a highlighter, your rough draft, and something to write with |.
.' U Read your partner’s paper and look for words like said, good, went, happy, and sad Lg
i U Highlight words (like dbove) that could be improved with more descriptive words !
' U Trode back papers and show them what you marked and why you marked it. Why is it a weak «
. \_word? J o
1 - ]
| ]

[ ] ol

10 .

. m_ EP 2 Create Descriptive Options \ 0:
[ ]

1 U Grab a scrap sheet of paper, or use the back of this worksheet; and you will need a pen L ] ]
ll. U Using one of your papers, pick a few weak words from your paper and write them down o!
I. d Working with your partner, come up with at least three different options fo put in the place of -'
] the weak word i
* U You may use the resources around the room, such as posters, mentor fexts, or a thesaurus
e U NOTE: make sure you use descriptive words that fit within the context of your sentence. For :
d \ example, don’t put “exclaimed® when the situation should call for a word like “whispered.* / °

1 1o
L] |.
o: (STEP 3. Exchange the Weok Words for Strong Words ) :.
Y] U For this step, you may do this individually or with your partner! s
o! U Look ot your rough draft and at the weok words that were highlighted  ®
o = U For each weak word, decide which strong word would fit best in place of the weak word : .

! L NOTE: Look for what you are really trying to say here; is it an exciting time, or is it suspenseful?  ®
¢ : \ Make sure your new strong word reflect that emotion and detail. 1e
.' ' ®

1
L] .

. m_ EP 4 Defend your Changes \ le
.I U Using the lines below, tell me why changing these weak words fo strong words helps your paper! :.
ol
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B E DES(R I PTI v E\ “Show, don’t telll* As great writers, we have to be able fo show

what we mean, not just say it. Some with word choice, we need fo

think about how fo give great visudls in our writing. Use this worksheet fo edit your drafts fo

make sure you have plenty of sensory details and visuals in your writing.
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ﬁl— EP I Identify what “descriptive” means \

U Descriptive writing gives you a “picture’ in your mind as you read. You can easily imagine the
setting, the characters, or the situation because of the descriptive words used.
U Examples of being descriptive are as follows:
U Using your senses (hearing, taste, smell, sight; touch)
U Being specific when describing the setting, characters, or situation

U Using adjectives, such as terrible, fantastic, or ginormous

\ U Using figurative language, such as comparisons or alliterations (EX: she was like a ray CD

sunshine glimmering in the evening sky)

/STEP 2: Identify where you can add more description \

U Using your partner’s paper, read through the rough draft and make notes where you could stand
to have more description
U Use this checklist o see what areas they could add more description fo
U Does your partner use the 5 senses in their writing?
U Does your partner use specific details to describe settings or characters?
U Does your partner use strong descriptive adjectives?

\ U Does your partner use figurative language, such as comparisons or olliJreroJri@

-

/ﬁfp 3: Revise your Draft with Descriptions \

U For this step, you may do this individually or with your partner!

U Look at your rough draft and find where your partner indicated that you need more details, and
see the checklist they marked for your paper.

U Now, choose at least two of the description types (senses, specific details, adjectives, or
figurative language) fo add to your draft, and give me a few sentences about why using them

made your paper’s “picture” better! Remember, show, don't telll
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Giving Life
[t was o hot summer day. My dad and [ were getting ready fo go out for a ride on the boat
v with my friend Katie and the dog. That's when the phone call came, the call that made that
bright, beautiful day a cold, dark, gloomy one.
v [ hodjust put on my suit, shorts, and tank top, and packed my bag with sunscreen and
everything else [ would need for the day. [ ran into my parents’ room to find Dad. When |
1 sow him on the phone, he was crying. ['d never seen my dad cry before. My heart sank.
What possibly could hove happened?
‘Max, ['m so sorry,” [ heard him say. That's when it hit me. [ knew that Suzie had died.
Mox has been my dad’s best friend for years. Suzie, his daughter, hod a rare disease that
mainly affected her body. Her brain was OK. She knew what was going on; she knew that
she had problems and was different than other kids. Once she told her dad that she wished
she could die and be born in a different body. Yet although she couldn’t live a normal life,

she was still happy.

e o o Va0 _0 o

When Suzie and [ were little, we spent quite a bit of time together. As we grew up, we grew
apart. She lived in New York, and [ lived in the Midwest. When Suzie was ten she had to live
in a hospital in Virginia. About eight months before she died, Max gave us her number at the
hospital and we talked at least twice a week until the end. Suzie was always so excited to
talk to us and wanted to know every detail about my life. She wanted to know everything |
did and everything [ ate. [n a way, she lived through me.

After we found out about her death, we made our plans to go to New York for the funeral.
When she was alive, [ sent her a Beanie Baby and she sent one back to me. [ had bought
her another one but never had the chance to send it to her, so [ took it to put in her casket.
Her funeral was very different than any funeral ['d ever been to. After they lowered her
casket, each one of us put a shovelful of dirt over her. [ remember crying so hard, I felt
weak. My cheeks burned from the tears. My whole body was shaking as [ picked up the
shovel, but I'm glad [ did it.

When Suzie and [ first started calling one another, [ thought it would be more of @ burden

on me, but [ was completely wrong. [ learned so much from her. She gave me more than |

could ever give to her. [ will never forget her or the talks we had. [ now know that I must

never take anything for granted, especially my health and the gift of life.

“ 9.0 0 0 0 0 00 000 0o 0 a=r T e e 00

® "o~ o won g



IR W AL T Rl S e b LR T

EAEHPLAR #1

. The Racist Warehouse "0
.| It was a beoutiful August morning. The sun was brightly shining on my sunglosses while my mother drove @
* the U-haul truck to a warehouse in Santa Ana, California. As my mother drove down the streets of Santa e
.: Ana, I looked out the window and began to realize that the mixture of people was no longer a mixture; ! "
o) there was only white. :
o! When we arrived ot the warehouse, | had to peel my arm off the side of the hot door like a burnt sausage ] ¢

' off a skillet. There were not many cars in the porking lot, ond | could see the heat waves. As we walked up 10

the boiling pavement, it felt like we were walking through a scorching desert. When we walked into the

] worehouse, there was a variety of electronic appliances to choose from, and about three-fourths of them
were white (of course).

About every 15 minutes, a sclesperson followed us oround and asked if we needed help, as if we were
retarded or ex-cons. My mother really dislikes it when salespersons constantly ask if we need help: she
feels if she needs their help, she'll ask for it. Finally, ofter about two and o half boring hours of looking for

any scrafches or marks on the dryers and refrigerators that might fit best in our new apartment, my

-
o =9~ o

mother picked o dryer and refrigerator that were just right. She then let the salesperson know, and he

replied with a smile, "All right, you can pick up your items in the back in about five minutes.” My mother

said, "Thank you,” in a nice, friendly voice and walked across the scorched pavement to drive the truck to
the back.

When we got to the back, there were about three open spaces for picking up appliances. My mother chose

the first parking spot she saw, which was by o white fomily's car. Then she showed the employees the
receipt for the appliances she had just bought. They said, “All right, we'll be with you in just a minute.”
While [ waited for my mother, I looked over and smiled at the white lady in the next car, but instead of
smiling back like a nice young woman, she frowned ot me like | hod something hanging from my nose. At
first [ thought, "Well, maybe she is having a bad day.” Then a few minutes later the people working at the

worehouse started to look at my mother and me in a mean way. Then [ figured that maybe something was

® "o~ o won g
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on my face, but when [ looked in the mirror, [ saw nothing. At the time, [ had only spent nine years and
some months on this planet. | didn’t know racism was still around:; I thought that situation had died along
with Dr. King.

Five minutes passed, then ten, then fifteen. We sat there watching people get their appliances and leave.
We seemed invisible to them. As [ sat in the car, burning up and listening to one of the most boring radio

stations my mother could possibly like, [ wos thinking, "We'd better leave or else 'l go ballistic!” After 30

minutes passed, and she asked again with an attitude. They replied, “We'll be with you in a minute,

ma’'am.” | could tell she was beginning 1o get upset becouse she started to get that “don't bother me”

look. Five minutes later they finally packed our appliances on the truck.

1
1
)
]
]
1
1
1
minutes had passed, my mother got frustrated and politely asked to have our items loaded. Five more 1
1
1
1
1
When we left the warehouse, | described to my mother what the other people were doing. She explained, 1
"They were rocist. They didn't like us because we have different skin color.” 1
, | ]
That was my first encounter with racism. [t was just a small slice of reality—that everyone isn't going to be .
as nice as you, your friends, and your family might be; and that just because you look nice and politely
smile at others, it doesnt mean thot others will treat you the same. This situation made me feel very out of
place and confused. [ didn't expect those people to react as they did. We are all civilized, intelligent,

caring, peaceful people . . . or of least that is what | had believed.
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