


What is phonics? ] & %%9

In phonics lessons we teach children the sound made by each letter
which helps them to read and write words. We also teach tricky
words which cannot be sounded out and high frequency words which

are decodable.

At Joy Lane Primary School we follow the government publication of

Letters and Sounds.

There is a Phonics Screening Check in Year 1.



What does your child already know?

Children are taught phonics 1n nursery. This is often listening to
different types of sounds including everyday noises and

experimenting with musical instruments.

Your child may know some sounds in their name or be able to tell you

what sound some of their favourite things begin with. E.g. ‘¢’ for cat.

They may also recognise some letters in their environment such as on

sign posts.
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What your child will be learning. B & %@-

In Reception children will have a daily 20 minute teaching session. This will

usuaﬂy be at the start of the day.

Each day your child will learn a new sound or tricky word. In our teaching we

use pictures, videos and interactive games to make our learning enjoyable.

Teachers and teaching assistants will work with children to help extend and

support. Games and work is differentiated to include all abilities.



Phase 2

We will start at ‘Phase 2’ from Letters and Sounds.
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We teach children to read the tricky words..

the, to, I, no, go, into

We also teach the alphabet letter names using alphabet songs and

games.

Children also practise reading the high frequency words...

a, an, as, at, if, in, is, it, of, off, on, can, dad, had, back, and, get, big,

him, his, not, got, up, mum, but.



Phase 2 -&f%@'

Children are taught to use sounds to ‘blend’ and ‘chop’ words.

We blend words when we are reading.
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Phase 3

We will continue to ‘Phase 3’ from Letters and Sounds.
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We teach children to read the tricky words...

he, she, we, me, be, was, my, you, they, her, all, are.

We teach children to spell the tricky words...

the, to, no, go.

Children also practise reading and spelling the high frequency words...

will, that, this, then, them, with, see, for, now, down, look, too.



By the end of Reception... & %&

We aim to have children secure in phase 3 phonics by the end of
reception. (Children will need to independently read and write

words using their phase 3 knowledge.)

Some children will be able to progress to phase 4. Children who are
not ready for phase 4 will work with adults on securing their

knowledge Of phase 3 PhOIliCS.
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Children do not learn any new sounds in Phase 4, instead they learn

about adjacent consonants.

Adjacent consonants are two sounds that often come together in words.

They can easily be missed out by young readers and writers.

e.g. went. It is common for children to miss out the quieter sound, in

this case speﬂing wet.
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We teach children to read the tricky words...

said, SO, have, like, some, come, were, there, little, one, do, When, out,

what.

We teach children to spell the tricky words...

he, she, we, me, be, was, you, they, all, are, my, her.

Children also practise reading and spelling the high frequency words...

went, It’s, from, children, just, help.



Alien Words.

To an early reader any unknown word is approached as an ‘alien’ word.

To assess how well children are able to use their sounds to decode unfamiliar words

they are sometimes given an ‘alien’ or ‘nonsense’ word to read.
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Help at Home - & %%9'

Help children to pronounce sounds accurately.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IwJx1NSineE

¢ Children will be given a reading book when they have settled into their new

class. Some books start with just pictures to encourage story discussion. We

then use phonetic reading books to help children practise their reading.

¢ Children are given a Tricky Word Bookmark.
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You will know which sounds are bemg covered each term as it will be stated

on the homework wheel.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IwJx1NSineE

Help at Home - & %%9'

¢ Encourage children to use their sounds when they are reading and writing.
When reading help them to sound out and then blend the word together.

e.g. am (not using letter names.)
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Help to identify tricky words that can’t be sounded out.

Please remember when reading books, we encourage children to use pictures

to help them.

¢ When writing children should be encouraged to chop/clap out sounds they

can hear before they write them.



Help at Home

Help children with correct pronunciation of sounds. They may like to

use the internet to watch videos or play games that can help with

this.

A ”f'}'obeloc!&.s
PR R W R o

The CBeebies website has Alphablocks videos and games.
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Help at Home

Other online websites:
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http://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/
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Terminology

» Blending — putting sounds together to read a word

» Segmenting — splitting a word up into individual phonemes for writing
» Phoneme — unit of sound

» Grapheme — way a sound is written

» Digraph — 2 letters making 1 sound

» Trigraph — 3 letters making 1 sound

» Split digraph — when a vowel sound is split by a consonant (a_e, u_ e, i e,

e e 0_e)

» Adjacent Consonants— letters close but can their hear individual sounds (went)



