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[ The Alphabetic Code
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The complexities of the English Alphabetic Code:

1. one sound (phoneme) can be represented by one, two, three or four letters

e.g. la/ a, ffl ph, ligh/ igh, [ai/ eigh

2. one sound can be represented by multiple spelling alternatives (graphemes)
e.g. loa/: 0, oa, ow, oe, o-e, eau, ough

3. one grapheme can represent multiple sounds
e.g. ‘ough’: foa/ though, /or/ thought, long /oo/ through, /ou/ plough, schwa /er/ thorough
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Many words which start with
letter ‘@’ are pronounced with
a sound which is closer to the
schwa “uA” sound like ‘about’.
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In various accents, some of these graphemes
may be pronounced closer to an /aw/ sound.
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For spelling, think about singular words,

plural words and verb endings when you
identify /ks/ in the spoken word. / k S /
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For spelling, think about singular words,
plural words and verb endings when you
identify /gz/ in the spoken word.
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Many people pronounce the highlighted
graphemes close to an “uA” sound. The
schwa is an unstressed syllable and is

very common in spoken language.
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Suggestions for use

Do you know about the fascinating historic development of the complex English alphabetic code for the writing and reading system?

VAV

Spelling in the English language: Even proficient adult spellers approach the spelling of words mainly through a phonics route (linking sounds and
graphemes) - based on their lifetime’s experience of reading and writing - noting syllable chunks, general spelling patterns and unique spellings.

We teach beginners to spell with words consisting of simple spellings at first, identifying the sounds all-through-the-spoken-words (a skill called
oral segmenting), followed by learning, and thinking, ‘which’ graphemes (letters or letter groups) to select to spell the words. This is a lifelong skill.
To spell well, we need to be able to identify the sounds from beginning to end of the words and think in terms of “Which spelling alternatives do I
neea’far this word?” We become increasingly knowledgeable about ‘spelling alternatives’ leading to the building up of, and recalling, ‘spelling word
banks’ which consist of words with the same sounds and spellings (e.g. words with the grapheme ‘ir’ as code for the /er/ sound: girl, bird, dirt, stir,
fir tree, shirt, skirt, birth, squirt, thirsty...). We also need to learn various ‘unique spellings’ for individual words (e.g. yacht) and various small
groups of words with the same, unusual, spelling patterns (e.g. would, could, should — in these words, ‘oul’ is code for the short Joo/ sound).

The Phonics Spelling Dictionary raises spelling awareness and can be used in a number of ways to support the teaching and learning of spelling:

1) Words can be added in more than one section (by the beginning sound and grapheme, and/or where a medial or final grapheme is of interest: for
example, ‘castle’ could be filed under ‘c’ as code for the /k/ sound, under ‘st’ as code for the /s/ sound and under ‘le’ as code for the [ul/ sound).
Over time, note and learn which words are spelt with which alphabetic code (e.g. castle, whistle, trestle, nestle, glisten, listen, bustle... are all spelt
with ‘st’ as code for the /s/ sound). Find ways to link these words together to recall them (e.g. write a spelling story, poem or play to include all the
words in a particular spelling word bank, then act out the story, or the list of words, and work in pairs to recall as many of the words as possible,
then repeat the words the next day to help embed the word list).

2) You can add any ‘discovered’ sound/grapheme correspondences (alphabetic code not listed) to the ‘sound’ picture pages and word pages.

3) Include words in your dictionary arising from incidental spelling across the curriculum and from systematic spelling lessons (for groups and
whole classes) to note specific spelling alternatives and patterns, spelling word banks and unique spellings.

The spelling routine is a ‘sound to print’ process: Say the word to be spelt very slowly. Break down a longer word into syllable chunks first, then
identify the sounds all through each syllable to spell the word. Say the sound (aloud or silently) as you write each grapheme. Finally, check the
spelling by saying the sounds of the selected graphemes from left to right of the written word. If in doubt, check with a supporting adult, or check in
a conventional dictionary for confirmation of the spelling — or use the spell-checker for computer-based writing.

* Use the Phonics Spelling Dictionary as a ‘work in progress’ booklet for each individual to build up a personal spelling dictionary. Adults can
support and check, and contribute useful words, as required. Active participation in building up the spelling dictionary will increase learning.

*Share a spelling dictionary between pairs or small groups as appropriate. Adults can support, or direct, as required during spelling lessons and
throughout the wider curriculum. USE THE GRID LINES AS WRITING LINES AND WRITE CAREFULLY AT ALL TIMES.

The English language has a very complex alphabetic code. To support reading and spelling, the alphabetic code g FREE To hear the sounds and see

can be taught both systematically and incidentally. Display a main Alphabetic Code Chart in every classroom. or print the alphabetic code, visit
www.phonicsinternational.com

Copyright Phonics International 2012
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