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First...A Little Honeybee Trivia..
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Here’s the dilemma...
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st er, turnip, vetch.
/ ton, crabapples,

aw lima beans, okra, peach,
nato, watermelon.




Plant selection basics...

un/shade, moisture



What Attracts a Bee to a Flower???

» Early flowers allowed nectar to be stolen
by any passerby...

» Later flowers evolved to allow nectar to be
removed only in “exchange” for pollination.

oppy/wild rose) have petals
little nectar but do havgpapbpoyunty of pol} i
bee alike.

enclose the nectar and require
nectar and coat themselves with pollen in the pro:
cross pollination and genetic variability.

o



What Attracts a Bee to a Flower???

Flower shape and color guide bees from a distance and scent provides a
stimulus to alight. Bees are attracted to flowers with the highest sugar
concentration...nectar with a high water content is not worth the energy spent
to collect it! The Biggest flowers do not always have the most or best nectar.

Bee pollinated flowers tend to be brightly colored in and yellows.
Bees see red as grey or as the absence of color.

If bees are visiting a  flower, they are probably drawn by { _
markings which are invisible to us. These markings often serve as directional
pointers to show the bee the best route to the most nectar.







Field Plants




Alfalfa (Medicago sativa)



http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agc/pubs/agr/agr76/agr76.htm

Alsike Clover
(Trifolium hybridum)

e This Is an outstanding honey plant. It grows 12 to 24
Inches high and has a bloom that is white with some
reddish/pinkish color in it. Alsike clover grows well in
clay soil and Iin northern regions of the United States and

Canada. It has a long blooming period and can be found
along road sides, railroad right of ways, and meadows.

* \VVery heavy yields have resulted when bees are located
near a Alsike clover field.

pH 5.5-6.5
http://umaine.edu/publications/2261le/



http://umaine.edu/publications/2261e/

Buckwheat
(Fagopyrum esculentum)



http://extension.missouri.edu/p/G4306
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/alternativeag/cropproduction/buckwheat.html

Clover (Trifolium species)

Honey bees are said to gather little red clover honey because the
flower tube is so deep but when the weather is dry and plant growth
somewhat retarded, honey bees have been known to gather great
amounts of honey from red clover.

White Clover blooms very early in the season and blossoms dry up as
hot weather arrives

Crimson Clover-not hardy...grown as an annual

Red Clover 6.0-6.7
White Clover 5.5-6.5
http://umaine.edu/publications/2261e/



http://umaine.edu/publications/2261e/







Black Locust
(Robinia pseudo-acacia)

% e This Is an outstanding honey tree. It grows best in
/ hilly and waste land areas. The tree blossoms in
April -May The flowers are white pea shaped
hanging in a pendent cluster. When in full bloom,
the fragrant smell is quite noticeable. Its blooming
period is short (about 10 days).

e |t does not consistently produce a honey crop year
after year. Weather conditions can have quite an
effect on the amount of nectar collected.



http://www.beeclass.com/dts/00blacklocusthoneyplant.JPG
http://www.beeclass.com/dts/00blacklocusthoneyplant.JPG
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Maple (Acer species)




TuI|p Tree
(Liriondendron Tulipifera)

e
S

er and ornamental tree.

7
et

1 southern states the tree comes into bloom in late April and
ds its blooming period into the north till mid-June.

he tree has a two week blooming season during which it
produces large amounts of nectar.

\\\a




Willow (Salix varieties)

w (Salix discolor) are among the
d pollen gathered is used for




Fruits and Vegetables
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Apples (Malus species)

2 many varieties of
/,,m// trees to the

) |

" orab
tcral:,[) afhples. Thke
d ///;/ wo to three weeks
apples have even a greater
und growing in fence

nd way sides.



http://www.beeclass.com/dts/IMG_0317.jpg
http://www.beeclass.com/dts/IMG_0317.jpg

Blackberries, dewberries and
raspberries (Rubus species)

 These are all closely related plants and are good sources for
honey. Itis a member of the Rosaceae family.

e All can be found growing in waste land, along stream and creek
beds, and can become a very evasive pest.

e This plant blooms from April thru June depending on climate
Zones.




Mints (Mentha species)

natura
/ their invasive




Squash/Pumpkins/pickles (Cucurbita
species)

e Cultivated crops grown in areas from the south to the north. This means
that in the North, the plants are usually not put into the ground until July
and bloom continuously from late July to September. Bees gather both
pollen and nectar in large amounts.




Landscape Plants




Bee Balm- (Monardra didyma)
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Purple Coneflower-




Lanceleaf Coreopsis-
(Coreopsis lanceolata)













Weeds/Wooded Areas




Dandelion
(Taraxacum officinale)

t. Itis found
n. Abundant
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Goldenrod (Solidago varieties)

 There are over 160 varieties of goldenrod growing in the
United States, Canada, and Mexico. It blooms over three or
four weeks and grows in many road side areas, along waste
land near streams and fence rows, and in nature preserves.

» Goldenrod is a late blooming plant. Provides good crops in

September and because of the late flow, it is used for winter
stores.
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Mustard




Sumac (Rhus species)

.

» There are 14 species of sumac found in the United States.

e Sumac Is rather shrub like. It grows along the borders of woods,
along railroad right of ways, along highways, and in waste areas. It
IS an important honey plant.

e [t Is a mid summer flowering plant -- June and July.




Resources



http://www.beelab.umn.edu/
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