


 

 

 

Please turn off all electronic devices prior to the concert. 

Thank you. 

 

United States copyright law prohibits  

the recording of this performance. 

 

 

 

 

 

PRE-CONCERT MUSIC 

 

Carol of the Bells Ukrainian Bell Carol 

 Mykola Leontovych, 1877-1921 

 Arranged by Andrea Handley 

 

From Heaven Above to Earth I Come Vom Himmel Hoch 

 Martin Luther, 1483-1546 

 Arranged by Lauran Delancy 

 

God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen Traditional English Carol 

 Arranged by Cynthia Dobrinski 

 

The Hosanna Ringers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* * * * * 

 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

 

President Mark G. Zarling 

 

 

* * * * * 

 

 



Where Shepherds Lately Knelt Text by Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919 - 2008 

 Music by Carl Schalk, b. 1929 

Where shepherds lately knelt and kept the angel’s word, 

I come in half-belief, a pilgrim strangely stirred; 

But there is room and welcome there for me. 

 

In that unlikely place I find him as they said: 

Sweet, newborn Babe, how frail, and in a manger bed: 

A still small voice to cry one day for me. 

 

How should I not have known Isaiah would be there, 

His prophecies fulfilled? With pounding heart, I stare: 

A Child, a Son, The Prince of Peace for me. 

 

Can I, will I forget how love was born and burned 

It’s way into my heart: Unasked, unforced, unearned, 

To die, to live, and not alone for me 

 
All Choirs 

 

 

Wake, Awake Text and melody by Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608 

 Translation by William Cook 

 Setting by F. Melius Christiansen, 1871-1955 

 

"Wake, awake, for night is flying," 

the watchmen on the heights are crying; 

"Awake, Jerusalem, arise!" 

Midnight’s solemn hour is tolling, 

his chariot wheels are nearer rolling; 

he comes; prepare, ye virgins wise. 

Rise up, with willing feet,  

go forth, the Bridegroom meet. Hallelujah! 

Bear through the night your light 

your well-trimmed light,  

speed forth to join the marriage rite. 

 

Hear thy praise, O Lord, ascending 

from tongues of men and angels blending 

with harps and lute and psaltery. 

By thy pearly gates in wonder, 

we stand, and swell the voice of thunder 

in bursts of choral melody. Hallelujah! 

No vision ever brought, 

no ear hath ever caught, 

such bliss and joy. 

We raise the song, we swell the throng, 

to praise thee ages all along. 
 

College Choir 

 



Make We Joy Now in This Fest Fifteenth-century 

 Stephen Caracciolo, b. 1962 

 

Refrain 

Make we joy now in this fest, 

In quo Christus natus est. Eya, eya, 

In quo Christus natus est. Eya, eya 

In quo Christus natus est 

 

A Patre Unigenitus A solis ortus cardine 

Is through a maiden come to us. So mighty a Lord was none as He, 

Sing we of Him and say Welcome! And to our kind He hath Him knit, 

Veni, Redemptor gentium. Refrain Adam parens quod polluit. Refrain 

 

Maria ventre concepit, 

The Holy Ghost was aye her with. 

Of her in Bethlem born He is, 

Consors Paterni luminis. Refrain 
 

Women’s Choir 
 

 

From Heaven Above to Earth I Come Martin Luther, 1535 

 Translation by Catherine Winkworth, 1855 

 Setting by Theodore Hoelty-Nickel, 1894-1986 

 

From heav’n above to earth I come to bear good news to ev’ry home; 

Glad tidings of great joy I bring, where of I now will say and sing: 

 

To you this night is born a child of Mary, chosen virgin mild; 

This little child, of lowly birth, shall be the joy of all the earth. 

 

This is the Christ, our God most high, who hears your sad and bitter cry; 

He will Himself your Savior be from all your sins to set you free. 

 

Glory to God in highest heav’n, who unto us His Son hath giv’n! 

While angels sing with pious mirth a glad new year to all the earth. 

 

Männerchor 
 

 

Come, All ye Shepherds Czech Folk Carol 

 Setting by Stephen Mager 

 

Come, all ye shepherds, O come ye today.  In yonder manger, behold, how he lies 

Hasten to Bethlehem, be on your way! Whom angel voices foretold, from the skies, 

For unto us a child now is given To us is given peace never ending, 

Jesus our Savior, come down from heaven, Good will from heaven to earth descending, 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

 

Come then, O come ye to Bethlehem’s stall. 

Draw near and see Him, the King of us all. 

There, to his glory, with angels singing, 

Tell we the story, glad voices ringing: 

Hallelujah! 
 

Chorale 



Born Is a Child in Bethlehem Latin carol, 14th century German, Leipzig, 1545 

 Michael Praetorius, 1571 - 1621 

 Edited by Dale F. Voelker 

 
The congregation is invited to join in singing the hymn stanzas as indicated. 

 

Born is a child in Bethlehem; 

Therefore rejoice, Jerusalem, Alleluia. 

 

Singing and rejoicing, let us praise our heav’nly Father: Glory in the highest. 

 

Three kings from Sheba star; 

Frankincense, gold, myrrh, 

brought from afar, Alleluia. 

 

Singing and rejoicing, let us praise our heav’nly Father: Glory in the highest. 

 

Here in His crib lies Christ the Lord, 

Who is the everlasting Word, Alleluia. 

 

Singing and rejoicing, let us praise our heav’nly Father: Glory in the highest. 

 

My dearest Christchild, my heart’s desire, O Jesu. 

 

Congregation: 

Praise God the Father for His love, 

He sent the Savior 

from above, Alleluia. 

 

Singing and rejoicing, let us praise our heav’nly Father: Glory in the highest. 

 

Praise to the Holy, Trinity 

now and forever, now and forevermore shall be, Alleluia. 

 

Singing and rejoicing, let us praise our heav’nly Father: Glory in the highest. 

 

My dearest Christchild, my heart’s desire, O Jesu. 



 

 

Congregation: 

 

Soprano I Solo: Lydia Wassermann 

Soprano II Solo: Allison Dorn 

Bass Solo: Jacob Ungemach 

 

 

* * * * * 

 

 

 

 

 

An offering designated for tuition assistance at Martin Luther College will be gathered during the 

Wind Symphony selections. 

We thank you for your prayerful support of our students as they train for gospel service. 
 

 

 

 

Good Tidings of Great Joy: A Christmas Narrative for Band  

 Wilford Lawshe Holcombe, 1924 - 2010 

 

Advent: 

Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. 

Prepare ye the way of the Lord 

Make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Every valley shall be exalted, every mountain and hill shall be made low. 

And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all the flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the 

Lord hath spoken it. 

 

Birth of Jesus: 

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the 

world should be taxed, and Joseph and Mary went up from Galilee, unto the city of David which is 

called Bethlehem;  And so it was there she brought forth her first born son, and wrapped him in 

swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger: because there was no room for them in the inn. 

 



Revelation to the Shepherds: 

There were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them. And the glory of the Lord shone round about 

them and they were sore afraid. 

And the angel said unto them, “Fear not, behold, I bring you good tidings of great Joy, For unto you is 

born this day in the city of David, a savior which is Christ the Lord and this shall be a sign unto you; 

Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.” 

And suddenly there was with the Angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest. And on earth peace, good will toward men.” 

And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to 

another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, And see this thing which is come to pass, which the 

Lord hath made known unto us. 

And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in the manger. 

 

The Message of Christ’s Birth: 

And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this 

child. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard 

and seen.  As it was told unto them. 

 
The congregation is invited to join in singing the following hymn stanza as printed. 

 

O Come All Ye Faithful 

Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem. 

Come and behold Him, 

Born the King of Angels; 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ the Lord.  

 

 

 

 

Lux Aurumque Eric Whitacre, b. 1970 

 

Light,  

Warm and heavy as pure gold 

And angels sing softly 

To the new-born babe. 

-Edward Esch 

 

 



See in Yonder Manger Low  Text by Edward Caswall ,1814 - 1878 

 Tune by John Goss, 1800 - 1880 

 

The congregation is invited to sing the hymn.  Please stand. 

 

 

 

 

O Magnum Mysterium Music by Morten Lauridsen, b. 1943 

 

O magnum mysterium O great mystery 

et admirabile sacramentum, and wondrous sacrament, 

ut animalia viderent Dominum natum, that animals should see the newborn Lord 

jacentem in praesepio. lying in their manger. 

Beata virgo, cujus viscera eleguntur Blessed is the virgin whose womb was chosen 

portare Dominum Christum, Alleluia! to bear the Lord Jesus Christ. Alleluia! 

 

College Choir 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



There Is No Rose of Such Virtue Anonymous, 15th century 

 Music by Carl Schalk, b. 1929 

 

There is no rose of such virtue For in this rose contained was 

As is the rose that bare Jesu, Heaven and earth in little space, 

Alleluia. Res miranda. 

 

By this rose we may well see The angels sungen the shepherds to, 

There be one God in persons three, Gloria in excelsis Deo, 

Pares forma. Gaudeamus. 

 

Leave we now this werldly mirth Alleluia, res Miranda. 

And follow we this joyful birth, Pares forma, gaudeamus, 

Transeamus. Transeamus. Alleluia 

 

 

Women’s Choir 
 

 

The Hands That First Held Mary’s Child Thomas Troeger 

 Dan Forrest, b. 1978 

 

The hands that first held Mary's child This day they gripped no tool of steel 

Were hard from working wood They drove no iron nail 

From boards they sawed and planed and filed But cradled from the head to heel 

And splinters they withstood. Our Lord, newborn and frail 

 

When Joseph marveled at the size The angel's words he once had dreamed 

Of that small breathing frame Poured down from heaven's height 

And gazed upon those bright new eyes And like the host of stars that beamed 

And spoke the infant's name, Blessed earth with welcome light 

 

“This Child will be Emmanuel The tiny form in Joseph's palms 

Not God upon the throne Confirmed what he had heard 

But God with us, Emmanuel And from his heart rose hymns and psalms 

As close as blood and bone.” For heaven's human word. 

 

The tools that Joseph laid aside Let us, O Lord, not only hold 

A mob would later lift The Child who's born today 

And use with anger, fear and pride But charged with faith may we behold 

To crucify God's gift To follow in His way. 

 

 

Soloist: Race Kohl 

 

Männerchor 

 

 



Gaudete! Piae Cantiones, 1582 

 Arranged by Michael Engelhardt, b. 1974 

 

  

Gaudete, gaudete! Christus est natus Rejoice! Rejoice! Christ is born 

Ex Maria Virgine: gaudete! of the Virgin Mary: Rejoice! 

 

Tempus adest gratiae, Hoc quod optabamus It is now the time of grace, that we have desired; 

Carmina laeticiae Devote reddamus. Let us devoutly return songs of rejoicing. 

 

Deus homo factus est, Natura mirante; God has become man, and nature marvels; 

Mundus renovatus est A Christo regnante. The world has been renewed by Christ who is King. 

 

Ergo nostra contio, Psallat iam in lustro, Therefore let our song, now resound in purification; 

Benedicat Domino: Salus Regi nostro. Let it give praises to the Lord: Salvation to our King. 

 

Soloists: Zachary Meier, Caleb Raasch 

 

Chorale 

 

 

 

The Snow Lay on the Ground Arranged by Julian Wachner, b. 1969 

 

The snow lay on the ground, the stars shone bright, 

When Christ our Lord was born on Christmas night. 

Venite adoremus Dominum. (Come, let us worship the Lord) 

 

'Twas Mary, virgin pure of mother Anne, 

That brought into this world the God made man. 

She laid him in a stall at Bethlehem; 

The ass and oxen shared the roof with them. 

Venite adoremus Dominum. 

 

Saint Joseph, too, was by to tend the child; 

To guard him, and protect his mother mild; 

The angels hovered round, and sang this song, 

Venite adoremus Dominum. 

 

And thus that manger poor became a throne; 

For He whom Mary bore was God the Son. 

O come, then, let us join the heavenly host; 

To praise the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Venite adoremus Dominum. 

 

 

Chorale, Männerchor, Women’s Choir 



Before the Marvel of This Night  Text by Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919 - 2008 

 Music by Carl Schalk, b. 1929 

 

The congregation is invited to sing the hymn.  Please stand. 



 
Magnificat Music by Philip W. J. Stopford, b. 1977 

(from Truro Evening Canticles) 

 

My soul doth magnify the Lord and my spirit rejoiceth in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel as he promised to our forefathers, 

Abraham and his seed forever. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen 

 

College Choir 

 

 

Et Misericordia Kim André Arnesen, b. 1980 

 

Et misericordia eius et progenies, And his mercy is on them that fear him 

In progenies timentibus eum From generation to generation. 

 

Soloist: Molly Hennig 

 

Women’s Choir 

 

 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing Words by Charles Wesley, 1707 - 1788 

 Music by Felix Mendelssohn, 1809 - 1847 

 Arranged by Brant Adams, b. 1955 

 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise! Join the triumph of the skies! 

 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 

Peace on Earth, and mercy mild; God and sinners reconciled.” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Join the triumph of the skies! 

With angelic hosts proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord: 

Late in time behold him come, Offspring of a virgin's womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see Hail th’incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as man with man to dwell: Jesus, our Immanuel! 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Son of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings Ris’n with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays His glory by Born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

Chorale 



A King Is Born Words and Music by Sy Gorieb and Tim Hosman 

 Arranged by Tim Sarsany, b. 1966 

 

A King is born this day in Bethlehem, Hallelujah, 

No crown is worn but angels worship Him, Halle, hallelujah! 

Almighty God so meek, so mild, 

Salvation comes through this holy Child. 

 

Chorus: 

A King is born, (He is in the manger now) 

A King is born, (humbly come and humbly bow) 

The tiny boy, (reaching out a tiny hand) 

A King is (He’s) born this day, in Bethlehem. 

 

His palace is lowly, His throne is made of hay, Hallelujah! 

The shepherds bow down to see His holy face, Halle, hallelujah! 

Heaven is singing of peace on earth, 

Filled with the wonder of this birth. 

 

Chorus 

 

Come humbly and humbly bow; 

He's in the manger now 

 

A King is born this day in Bethlehem, Hallelujah! 

No crown is worn but angels worship Him, Halle, hallelujah! 

Almighty God, so meek, so mild, 

Salvation comes through this holy Child. 

 

Chorus 

 

Soloist: Aaron Schultz 

 

Männerchor 
 

Away in a Manger Music by Matthew Culloton, b. 1976 

 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 

The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 

But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 

I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 

and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 

close by me forever and love me I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 

and fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 

 

 

College Choir 



Festival First Nowell English carol, 17th century 

 Arranged by Dan Forrest, b. 1978 

 

The congregation is invited to sing the hymn as indicated. 

 

 



O Jesus Christ, Thy Manger Is Text by Paul Gerhardt, 1607 - 1976 

  Tune by Johan Crueger, 1598 - 1662 

 Arranged by Bruce R. Backer, b. 1929 

O Jesus Christ, thy manger is;  

My Paradise at which my soul reclineth. 

For there, O Lord, doth lie the Word;  

Made flesh for us; herein thy grace forth shineth. 

 

The world may hold; her wealth and gold;  

But thou, my heart keep Christ as thy true treasure. 

To him hold fast; until at last,  

A crown be thine and honor in full measure. 

 

 

*  *  *  *  * 

 

 
After the concert please stop at the table  

in the gathering space to pick up our gift for you:  

“Isaiah had foretold it...” an MLC devotion book. 

At the table, you may also sign up to receive MLC publications and notifications about events like this one. 

 

Then please join us for a light reception downstairs in the Chapel Fellowship Room.  

There is an elevator available for your convenience. 
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