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       Directions for Using Whip Finisher 
 

WHIP FINISHER (FM) 
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  FLY PROPORTIONS  Adapted from  Charlie Craven      12/13/13                                                                           

  (Read more: http://www.flyfisherman.com/fly-tying/tying-flies-beautiful-flies 

I’ve taught a lot of people to tie flies, and whether they are brand new tiers or even fairly experienced, one of the biggest troubles I 

see and hear about is fly proportions. It’s not always easy to gauge exactly how long a tail should be or where exactly the wings 
should be placed on a dry fly, and sometimes it’s tough to even have a really good idea of where the abdomen ends and where 
the thorax begins on a simple nymph. Even when you follow the best directions, you can still end up with a fly that seems 
strangely misshapen. 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Luckily, there is a commonly accepted set of rules to follow for the length of things like wings, tails, and abdomens. Developing an 
“eyeball” measuring device to guide you can take years, but I am going to try here to give you the most commonly accepted 
guidelines, then some tips to make them easier to master, and finally some guidance on when to throw those guidelines out the 
window and break the rules a bit. 

THORAX: 20-50% 

of hook shank 

TAIL: 1/2 to 1/3 

of hook shank 

ABDOMEN: 50-80% 

of hook shank 

wing: from head to outside of bend 

 
Tail =   

1/2 Body 
 

http://www.flyfisherman.com/fly-tying/tying-flies-beautiful-flies/#ixzz55n063lyU


 

 

  



 

  



        Fly Proportions, continued 
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This section on fly proportions has been adopted from on-line sources which pertain generally to 

classic standard fly patterns. As the tier begins to become more skilled and attempts to tie flies which 

represent specific local insect forms collected from the field, the proportions and size of the artificial 

flies tied can be adjusted by the tier to more closely match the natural insects. 

There is a wealth of information on the internet, including You Tube videos showing how to tie most 

common and popular flies - just go to "Google" for more information. 

 

 

Tip 2 of 4 
Sometimes it’s necessary to overrun the 

abdomen to tie in materials such as a wing 

case. Carefully wrap back to the correct 

starting position before dubbing the thorax. 

 

Tip 4 of 4    
Start your thread where you anticipate the 
abdomen will end, and the thorax will 
begin. Use this spot as a marker. 
 

Tip 1 of 4 
Use a bare hook to double-check your 

measurements. Remember that a shank 

length and a hook length are two different 

things. Photos: Charlie Craven 

 

Tip 3 of 4 
A tight, clean shoulder at the end of the 
abdomen helps you make an accurate 
estimate of the abdomen length. 

 
 



 

 

  

Pointers from Don Daughenbaugh 
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When positioning the material, it’s 
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Link: https://www.fishandboat.com/Transact/AnglerBoater/AnglerBoater2007/MarchApril/Documents/feat1fly.pdf 

https://www.fishandboat.com/Transact/AnglerBoater/AnglerBoater2007/MarchApril/Documents/feat1fly.pdf


 

 

 

Central PA Hatch Chart, PSU Fly fishing Club  



 

 

  



  



  

Grannom #12-14 

Grannom #12-14 

Slate Drake #12 

Note: Hatches can vary as much as 7-10 days depending on 
weather conditions and water temperatures. 

Slate Drake #12 
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The final twist and tuck up 

under loop improves strength 
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 Fly Tying Resources on the Internet 

 

There are a very large number of websites and YouTube videos available for learning how to tie all 

types of fishing flies. One can just Google “Fly Tying Instructions” and dozens of sites will pop up. 

An excellent beginner fly tying on-line course from the Brodheads Chapter of Trout Unlimited is 

available on YouTube.  Its 12 segments cover fly tying tools and the basic techniques for tying 11 

standard useful fly patterns. It can be found at https://www.scottcesariflytying.com/resources/beginner-

fly-tying-class/.    

For more instructional information on many more fly patterns, useful tips and techniques, you can 

click on Orvis’s Fly Fishing Learning Center website at https://howtoflyfish.orvis.com/ and choose Fly 

Tying Videos on the menu bar.  You can choose various fly patterns to tie. (When on a given fly video, 

click on Vimeo to go to full screen). The site also has good instructions on equipment, casting and 

fishing techniques. 

A favorite television series on PBS was “Fly Tying: The Angler’s Art” produced by KWSU. Links to some 

of the series episodes can be located by Googling or searching YouTube with the series name. The 

episode with Dave Whitlock tying warm water patterns can be found at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i4xK6D4EffA. Dave Whitlock also has a Master Series on 

advanced fly tying which can be found at https://davewhitlock.com/fly-tying/ . 

Additional names to Google and check out on YouTube and Vimeo would include Charlie Craven, 

frequent contributor to Fly Fisherman magazine, and local notable anglers and tiers George Daniel 

and our own Dave Rothrock who are producing excellent videos and articles on fly tying and 

innovative fly patterns and angling techniques. 

 

 

https://www.scottcesariflytying.com/resources/beginner-fly-tying-class/
https://www.scottcesariflytying.com/resources/beginner-fly-tying-class/
https://howtoflyfish.orvis.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i4xK6D4EffA
https://davewhitlock.com/fly-tying/

