
PointOfView - A Tale of Two Cities 
 
This is a project of the San Francisco/Haifa Sister City Committee being jointly undertaken in conjunction 
with the San Francisco Arts Commission and the Consulate General of Israel to the Pacific Northwest. 
The tower installation, PointOfView, will connect the Sister Cities of San Francisco and Haifa though an 
interactive cultural collaboration to take place on similar shoreline sites in each city. Each installation 
will feature an identical tower equipped with a 360 degree camera on top. Through the means of a 
customized periscope integrated into the tower, visitors to each site will view live feed of the other’s 
world across the oceans. The tower will be located at Pier 27 for a period of six months to a year and 
may be extended upon Port approval commencing in late July, 2017.  
 
The artist designed sculptural light tower will become the iconic symbol of the cultural collaboration 
between San Francisco and Haifa.  PointOfView will transmit real time images using interactive 
technology to connect our two Sister Cities. The project will make art and technology accessible to local 
visitors to the sites who will discover and connect with diverse cultures and different points of view. 
Looking through the tower’s periscope, viewers might be struck by the similar characteristics of the 
terrain, quality of light, topology and context in each of our cities. The largely transparent sculpture will 
be approximately 24 feet high and ten feet wide at the base and will be fabricated from sheet metal and 
steel tubing. The tower will feature a 360 degree camera provided by Earthcam who will maintain the 
camera.   
 
Matthew Passmore from Bay Area based MoreLab was selected to collaborate with Israeli artist Saron 
Paz who is the creative visionary of the project. The two designers will conduct their virtual 
collaboration with the objective of achieving a compelling iconic design for the tower installation. It is 
intended to be viewed and will not be designed for public access.  
 
All funding for the project in San Francisco and Haifa will be provided by the San Francisco/Haifa Sister 
City Committee with the exception of a small initial allocation of funding from Mayor Lee. The project 
will be maintained by artist Matt Passmore throughout the duration of the exhibition with funding 
provided by the Haifa/San Francisco Sister City Committee.   
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Point of View
Point of View comprises two identical, sylized lighthouses, 
one in San Francisco and one in Haifa, Israel. 

The lighthouses are connected through “periscope” 
viewfinders, which connect people in both cities 
through live-streaming 4K High Definition video.
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Visitors can enter the base of the lighthouse
and look through the periscope to see live video
streaming from a distant land. 
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The angled “blades” that comprise the walls of
the lighthouse create interesting interference parterns
and complex shadow forms of the ground.
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The periscope houses controls
that operate the camera on the
other side of the world. 
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