Polite verb form .. ~F9d ~FHBA~FLF-~FHATLIz-~FL &S

POLITE FORM
When starting to learn Japanese, usually the ~ % 9 form is used. It’s polite and suitable for a wide range of

circumstances. It also covers present and past tenses, positive and negative intentions, and a volitional / let’s form.

A
Bl . 7eXET will eat ~F7 present, positive

D F /v FE T will drink

7o~ A won'teat ~FHEA present, negative
D A FH A won't drink

72 ~% L7z did eat ~F L7 past, positive
DHF L7z did drink

72 _XFEHATL didn't eat ~FHATLE past, negative

D FHEH AT L7z didn’t drink

7= _XFEL X 9 let's eat ~FL X9 volitional / Let’s

DIHEL X 9 let’s drink

Bl Fazarbvh & XET,
i B oHFEHA,
TAEDL & =_ELE,
a—7 & ORFEATLIL,
OD A & TEXELEI,

There are 2 parts to a verb — STEM + ENDING. For any ~% 9~ form, just chop off the old ending and add the new one!
The stem stays the same and it’s pretty straightforward.

STEM ENDING
7z END
D I L7




Types of verbs

For plain and joining verbs, it becomes important to understand that there are 3 types of verbs:

572A (sometimes called GROUP 1)

The last hiragana character on the 5 72 A, STEM changes and rules apply! Generally, these verbs can be recognised
by their plain form which is ANYTHING EXCEPT an ~eru or ~iru ending.

il -

~\WET HHWET  wash
~XFET bHEET  walk
~XET WZEEET  busy
~LFT MLET lend
~bHET EFHET wait
~IZET LIZET die

~UET EOVET fly

~HFET RFTHET  rest
~0FET MY EFF cost, take time

The pattern which becomes apparent here is that polite 5 72 /u~masu verbs use the “i” vowel sounds on the
hiragana chart. This is important to remember and will be referred to again!
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1f2A (sometimes called GROUP 2)
These verbs have stems that DO NOT CHANGE. Most of these have polite (~ % ") forms that end in ~e ¥ 7 or ~i
% 9 orjust one hiragana syllable before ~ % 7. To change them, CUT the old ending and ADD the new one, hence
ONE CHANGE (1 7Z ).
il
FHET look, watch
bHbOET bathe
DT ET attach, switch
LHET close

IRREGULAR (sometimes called GROUP 3)

These verbs don’t fit the patterns of the first 2 groups, so have to be learnt. Lucky there’s not many of them!
LET do

FKET orxFET come



Joining form ... ~ T

This is a little like the ‘and’ for verbs. It can also be used as the ~ing form (in English that is called a gerund!).

17A (sometimes called GROUP 2)
This is the easy part. CUT off the ~ % 9~ and PASTE the TC.

il

= T look, watch
HOEF HOT bathe
DlFEF DT T attach, switch
LE4 L& T close

IRREGULAR (sometimes called GROUP 3)

Since there’s only 2, this is the next easiest group:

L& LT do

eFkgor TEF =T come

So far, even that’s not so hard! Sometimes there are exceptions to the Z 72 A rule, and V> & F£ 9" is one example:
WX FEJ orfTX 7 becomes \ > T or{T> T

51A (sometimes called GROUP 1)

A bit harder, but they do have rules to remember, because once the ~ % 7 is chopped, then the hiragana character
on the end needs to change:

il

~WET ~-57T bobkEs+ HHoT wash
~XFET ~\NT bHrEEF HHNT walk
~XFET ~WNT WEXEELE I NEWNT busy
~LET ~L7T NLESFE MNLT lend
~bLET ~>T FHEF FoT wait
~ICET ~hT LAz LAT die

~OET ~hT LOEF EAT fly

~HET ~hT RTHEF KTAT rest

~0 F£9 ~o5T NinEE o T cost, take time

So, if the ~ % 7 is chopped, and the last hiragana character on the stemisan V>, &, ¥ thenit's o C.
If the last hiragana character on the stemis a = thenit’'s \» TC.

If the last hiragana character on the stemisa = thenit’s V) C.

If the last hiragana character on the stemisa L thenit's L C.

If the last hiragana character on the stemisa (Z, F, # thenit's A/ C.



Plain past positive form ... ~ 1=
This is similar to the ~ % L 7= form where something WAS done. Once the T rule is learnt, just change T to 7-!

112A (sometimes called GROUP 2)
CUT %97 ,PASTE /.

il

FrE iz looked, watched
HOESF HOT bathed

DIFEE DT attached, switched
LEF L7z closed

IRREGULAR (sometimes called GROUP 3)

Since there’s only 2, this is the next easiest group:

LE4 L7z did

eFEdor XFEF 72 came

Again, the most common exception to the Z 72 A ruleis W\ & £ 9" or 17X F 9 becoming \ > 7= or {T o 7.

512A (sometimes called GROUP 1)
Easy in this case, just change T to 7=.

i

bbbkt bbolz washed
bHEEF DLWV walked
WEEEF  nEWVE was busy

N LEF LTz lent
FoEL Folo waited
LisE4 LAT died
EOEA EATE flew

RTLEFE NTAE rested
WINBEFE oz cost, took time



Plain present positive verb forms ... % = 5

Plain positive verbs are also called the ‘dictionary’ form as that is what is found in the dictionary! They essentially
mean the same as the ~ % 7~ but are more likely to be used in casual conversation.

112A (sometimes called GROUP 2)

Again, it’s easiest to start with the 1 72 A verbs. CUT off the ~ %9~ and PASTE the 5. ONE CHANGE!
B . FrkE %  look, watch

HOEF H % bathe

oly = OIF % attach, switch

LE4 L& % close

IRREGULAR (sometimes called GROUP 3)
These verbs go completely off on their own tangent for their version of plain form:

Bl L 15 do
%%—ﬂ‘—e#é’f—iﬁ: 5?%%5 or<% come

512A (sometimes called GROUP 1)

The last hiragana character on the 5 72 A, STEM changes to the ‘u’ sound (starting to see a pattern? AIUEO will make
the 5 changes, hence 5 72 /v verbs).

B

HoOWEE H59 wash
HH@EE H5< walk
NWER=EFE nEL busy
N(DE= SN b lend
F®HEF  Fo wait
LEEF La die
ExEFE s fly

2T @EF ST rest
pir)EE 2D cost, take time
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~TEW - Eh ot
The negative verbs are similar to the ~ £t A or~F A T L7=. In the plain form, they are called ~72V> won’t
do and~ 727 > 7= didn’t do.

Plain negative verbs ...

172A (sometimes called GROUP 2)
Again, it’s easiest to start with the 1 72 A verbs. CUT off the ~ % 9~ and PASTE the~ 72\ or~727x > 7=,

Bl . HELE TRTRNN « AT o Tz won’t look, watch / didn’t look,watch
HOESE bR - HORo T won’t bathe / didn’t bathe
DOlFFESF DRV « DT IR o T won’t attach, switch / didn’t attach, switch
LE4 L7« Lb7pnoTz won’t close / didn’t close

IRREGULAR (sometimes called GROUP 3)
Again, these verbs do their own thing:

B L L7auN -
KeEF orxFg

Lo iz won’t do / didn’t do

§T€f£b\ s Zlpo s won’t come / didn’t come

57172A (sometimes called GROUP 1)

The last hiragana character on the 5 72 A STEM changes to the ‘u’ sound (starting to see a pattern? AIUEO will make
the 5 changes, hence 5 72 A verbs).

il HoOEFE bbb bbblhinols won’t wash / didn’t wash
H5E)EE HHNR - HIMRNST- won’t walk / didn’t walk
WER@EFE WDERRD - WERENSTE won’t be busy / wasn’t busy
7ﬁl©%—ﬁ: INZTRUN e NS o T2 won’t lend / didn’t lend
EHOE== E /AN A/ oY won’t wait / didn’t wait
L(©@=%=F L7720y« Lp7eno iz won’t die / didn’t die
EQEF LiThwv - EERo won’t fly / didn’t fly
RT@HEFE T ER - RTERNoT won’t rest / didn’t rest
@) FEF DB - BRI o7 won’t cost, take time / didn’t cost, take time
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Plain volitional verbs (let’s ...)

~&kS3~8ES
The plain volitional form matches up with the ~% L X 9 form and expresses “I shall” or “Let’s”. Also handy for
advertising slogans!

112A (sometimes called GROUP 2)

Again, it’s easiest to start with the 1 72 A verbs. CUT off the ~ % 9~ and PASTE the~ 1 9.
il

IRREGULAR (sometimes called GROUP 3)
Irregular verbs still perform ... irregularly!

il -

==

HUOESF
DI EF
LoHEF

L4

%%}fi eF%%i

A&

HOLEH
DF &9
L&)

let’s look,watch

let’s bathe

let’s attach, switch

let’s close

L&o

kx5

let’s do

let’s come

5717A (sometimes called GROUP 1)

The last hiragana character on the 5 72 A» STEM changes to the ‘o’ sound plus and ‘u’ on the end. Although it’s
written as “ou”, it rhymes with “door”:

il HoOWEE HHED shall wash
Hh@EF HBHZH let’s walk
NWEREFE e shall be busy
POEE  7%E) shall lend
FHOEE= ERello) let’s wait
LEEFE Lo shall die
HGES=S LA ) let’s fly
RTHEE RTHH let’s rest
75%)@%—? ININA D shall cost, take time
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Plain conditional “if’ verb form ... ~Z (%

Just to finish off the 5 changes for 5 72 A verbs, the conditional form can be used to say “if x happens, theny

occurs”.

112A (sometimes called GROUP 2)
Again, it’s easiest to start with the 1 72 A verb. CUT ~ % 7, PASTE Z (.

5l . HEF FrZ X if (you) look,watch ...
HNFEF HORZIE if (you) bathe
DOlFEF O F 20X if (you) attach, switch

LE4 L zIX if (you) close

IRREGULAR (sometimes called GROUP 3)

Irregular verbs still perform ... irregularly!

Bl e T HE if (you) do
KeEzF orxEF ;Eibtf - <R if (you) come

5717A (sometimes called GROUP 1)
The last hiragana character on the 5 72 A, STEM changes to the ‘e’ sound with ‘ba’ added (~eba)

#l: HoOEFE HoHz2IT if (you) wash
HbrxEF HDTIT if (you) walk
WZEREFE wEFIE if (you) are busy

POxEF EiE if (you) lend
FHxEF T if (you) wait
LE@E+ Lhai if (you) die
EEFE Nz if (you) fly

LT @HEF OTOIT if (you) rest
) EF i if (it) costs, takes time
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