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Americans Struggle with 
Postwar Issues 

POSTWAR TRENDS (Page 412) 
How did World War I affect America? 

World War I left much of the American 
public divided about the League of Nations. 
The end of the war hurt the economy. 
Returning soldiers took jobs away from many 
women and minorities, or faced unemployment 
themselves. A wave of nativism and 
isolationism swept over America as people 
became suspicious of foreigners and wanted to 
pull away from world affairs. 
 1. What attitudes became prevalent in 

America after WWI? 

______________________________  

______________________________  

FEAR OF COMMUNISM  
(Pages 413–414) 
Why did Americans fear 
communism? 

Americans saw communism as a threat 
to their way of life. Communism is an 
economic and political system that 
supports government control over property 
to create equality. Some communists said 
there should be only one political party: 
the Communist Party. Communists came 
to power in Russia through violent 
revolution. 

World War I created economic and 
political problems in Russia. In 1917, the 
Russian czar, or emperor, stepped down. 
Later, a group of revolutionaries called  

Terms and Names 
nativism  Suspicion of foreign-born people 

isolationism  Pulling away from world affairs 

communism  An economic system that supports government control over property to 
create equality 

anarchists  People who opposed any form of government 
Sacco and Vanzetti  Immigrant anarchists accused of murder 
quota system  A system that established the maximum number of people who could 

enter the United States from each country 

John L. Lewis  President of the United Mine Workers 

Before You Read 
In the last section, you read about the end of the First World War. In this 
section, you will see how Americans adjusted to the end of the war. 

As You Read 
Use a chart to take notes on the aftereffects of World War I. 

 

Hot Topics 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes:
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As you read this section, take notes to answer questions about postwar 
conditions in America and the fear of communism. 
 
After World War I, many Americans feared that Communists would take over the 
country. 

 
Public opinion turned against labor unions as many Americans came to believe that 
unions encouraged communism. 

 

1. How did the Justice Department 
under A. Mitchell Palmer 
respond to this fear? 

 2. Why did Palmer eventually lose his 
standing with the American public? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. How did the Ku Klux Klan 
respond to this fear? 

 4. Why did the Klan eventually lose 
popularity and membership? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Why was the strike by Boston 
police unpopular with the public?

 6. Why did Massachusetts governor 
Calvin Coolidge become so popular? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. Why was the strike at U.S. Steel 
unpopular? 

 8. How did President Wilson respond to 
the steel strike? 
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The Harding Presidency 

HARDING STRUGGLES FOR 
PEACE (Pages 419–420) 
How did Harding handle foreign 
affairs? 

In 1921, Warren G. Harding invited 
several major world powers to the 
Washington Naval Conference. Once 
there, Secretary of State Charles Evans 
Hughes urged that no more warships 
should be built for ten years and that the 
five major naval powers—the U.S., Great 
Britain, Japan, France and Italy—would 
scrap many of their existing warships. For 
the first time, nations agreed to disarm or 
reduce their weapons. In 1928, long after 
Harding left office, 64 nations signed the 
Kellogg-Briand Pact. By signing the Pact, 
these nations said they would give up war 
as national policy. 

Americans wanted to stay out of world 
affairs. But the United States still wanted 

France and Britain to repay the money 
they had borrowed during World War I. 

Those two nations had suffered during 
the war. Their economies were too weak 
for them to repay the loans. To make 
matters worse, Congress passed the 
Fordney-McCumber Tariff in 1922. 
This tariff protected American business 
from foreign competition. But the tariff 
made it impossible for Britain and France 
to sell their goods in the United States. 

As a result, France and Britain put 
pressure on Germany to pay its promised 
reparations. But Germany’s economy had 
been destroyed. When Germany failed to 
make payments to France, French troops 
marched into Germany. To avoid another 
war, American banker Charles Dawes 
negotiated a settlement to end the loan 
crisis. Under the Dawes Plan, as the 
solution was called, the U.S. loaned 

Terms and Names 
Warren G. Harding  29th president of the United States 

Charles Evans Hughes  Secretary of state under Harding 

Fordney-McCumber Tariff  High tax on imports adopted in 1922 

Ohio gang  Harding’s friends and advisors 

Teapot Dome scandal  Scandal surrounding Albert Fall 
Albert B. Fall  Secretary of the interior under Harding 

Before You Read 
In the last section, you learned about some of the issues Americans 
faced following World War I. In this section, you will read about 
President Harding and the issues his administration faced at home and 
abroad. 

As You Read 
Use a chart to take notes on the effects of the major events of Harding's 
presidency. 

Hot Topics 
 
 
 
 
Notes:
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In the blank boxes below, write one or two words that describe how each 
nation, person, or group felt about the issues listed. 
 

 
 
1. Americans        Kellogg- 

Briand Pact 
 
 

   
 
2. Britain and         Dawes Plan  

France 

 

 
 
3. Americans          lmmigrants 
 
 

   
 
4. Ohio gang         Public service 

 

 
 
5. Harding        Administration  

scandals 
 
 

   
 
6. Americans         Harding 
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The Business of America 

AMERICA’S INDUSTRIES 
FLOURISH (Pages 422–424) 
How did the success of certain 
industries affect American life? 

The new president, Calvin Coolidge 
said, “The chief business of the American 
people is business.” Both Coolidge and his 
Republican successor, Herbert Hoover, 
favored government policies that 
promoted business and limited 
government interference. 

The automobile changed the American 
landscape. New roads were built, and new 
businesses sprang up such as gas stations, 
repair shops, public garages, motels, 
tourist camps and shopping centers. 
Automobiles ended the isolation of rural 
families and gave young people and 
women more independence. Cars also 
made it possible for people to live farther 
from their jobs. This led to urban sprawl, 
as cities spread out in all directions. 

Cities in Ohio and Michigan grew as 
major centers of automobile 
manufacturing. States that produced oil 

such as California and Texas also 
prospered. 

The automobile also became a status 
symbol. Everyone wanted to have one. By 
the late 1920s, about 80 percent of all the 
cars in the world were in the United 
States. 

The airline industry also grew. Planes 
carried the nation’s mail. Passenger 
service began. 
 1. Name three ways the automobile 

changed American life. 

______________________________  

______________________________  

AMERICA’S STANDARD OF LIVING 
SOARS (Pages 425–426) 
How did the American household 
change? 

Another major change was the spread of 
electricity. In the 1920s, electric power 
stretched beyond big cities to the suburbs. 
Still, farms lacked electricity. 

Terms and Names 
Calvin Coolidge  President of the U.S. (1923–1929) succeeded to presidency on death 

of Harding, elected in 1924 
urban sprawl  The outward expansion of cities 
installment plan  An easy way to borrow money to buy goods 

Before You Read 
In the last section, you read about Harding’s presidency. In this section, 
you will read about the economy of the 1920s. 

As You Read 
Use a web diagram to take notes on the changes in business and 
technology in the 1920s. 

Hot Topics 
 
 
 
Notes:
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In the first column, write notes to describe how the inventions and trends 
of the 1920s changed American life. In the second column, write the name 
of a related company or product that contributed to the boom of the 1920s. 

Why should Americans in the 1920s have shown greater concern for their 
future? Note three things that were, or might have been, seen as “clouds in 
the blue skies of prosperity.” 

 

Invention or Trend Effects of the Invention or Trend Company or Product

1. Automobiles  
 
 

 

2. Airplane industry  
 
 

 

3. Alternating electrical 
current 

 
 
 

 

4. Modern advertising  
 
 

 

5. Installment plan  
 
 

 

1.  2.  3. 
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Changing Ways of Life 

RURAL AND URBAN DIFFERENCES 
(Pages 434–437) 
What was Prohibition? 

The 1920 census showed a change in 
America. For the first time, more 
Americans lived in large towns and cities 
than in small towns and on farms. 

The values that most Americans had 
grown up with were small-town values. 
They included conservative social 
standards, hard work, thriftiness, and close 
families. People knew their neighbors and 
followed the teachings of their churches. 

By the 1920s, urbanization, or the 
movement of Americans from rural areas 
to the cities, had increased. New York, 
Chicago, and Philadelphia had become 
huge cities. There were over 65 cities with 
more than 100,000 people. Two million 

people a year left their farms and small 
towns for the cities. 

Urban values began to dominate the 
nation. Life in big cities was different 
from in small towns. People with different 
backgrounds came into contact with one 
another. 

City people were more open to new 
ideas in art, science, and politics. They 
went out at night. They were more tolerant 
of drinking and gambling. Life was fast-
paced. Sometimes it was impersonal and 
lonely. Many people who were new to city 
life found it hard to adjust. 

One clash between small-town and city 
values led to an era known as Prohibition. 
Prohibition was the ban on alcoholic 
beverages set forth in the Eighteenth 
Amendment. It took effect in 1920. Most 

Terms and Names 
Prohibition  The era that prohibited the manufacture and sale of alcoholic beverages 

speakeasy  Hidden saloons and nightclubs that illegally sold liquor 
bootlegger  Smugglers who brought alcohol in from Canada and the Caribbean 

fundamentalism  Religious movement based on the belief that everything written in the 
Bible was literally true 

Clarence Darrow  Famous trial lawyer 
Scopes trial  Trial of John Scopes for teaching evolution 

Before You Read 
In the last section, you learned about American business in the 1920s. In 
this section, you will read about new lifestyles and values that emerged 
in the 1920s. 

As You Read 
Use a diagram to show how the government attempted to deal with 
problems thought to stem from alcohol use and with the teaching of 
evolution. 

Hot Topics 
 
 
 
 
Notes:
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As you read about how the 1920s reflected conflicts and tensions in 
American culture, take notes to answer the questions below. 

In July 1925, Clarence Darrow and William Jennings Bryan faced each other in the 
Scopes trial. 

 
 

In January 1920, Prohibition went into effect. 

1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

a. Who tended to be supporters of 
Prohibition at this time? 

 
 
 
 
 
b. Why did they support it? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.
 
 

a. Who tended to be opponents of 
Prohibition at this time? 

 
 
 
 
 
b. Why did they oppose it?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Why was Prohibition repealed? 
 
 
 
 

4.  
 
 
 

a. Who were Darrow’s main supporters?  
 
 
 
 
 
b. Why did they support him? 
 
 
 
 

5. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

a. Who were Bryan’s main supporters?  
 
 
 
 
 
b. Why did they support him? 
 

6. What was the outcome of the case? 
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The Twenties Woman 

YOUNG WOMEN CHANGE THE 
RULES (Pages 440–441) 
What was a flapper? 

In some ways, the spirit of the twenties 
was a reaction to World War I. Many 
young soldiers had witnessed horrible 
events in Europe. This led them to rebel 
against traditional values. They wanted to 
enjoy life while they could. 

Young women also wanted to take part 
in the rebellious, pleasure-loving life of 
the twenties. Many of them demanded the 
same freedom as men. 

The new urban culture also influenced 
many women. Their symbol was the 
flapper. She was an emancipated young 
woman. She held new independent 
attitudes and liked the sophisticated new 
fashions of the day. 

She wore make-up, short skirts, short 
hair, and more jewelry than would have 
been proper only a few years before. She 
often smoked cigarettes and drank alcohol 
in public. She went dancing to new, 
exciting music. 

Other attitudes changed, too. Many 
young men and women began to see 
marriage as more of an equal partnership. 

At the same time, churches and schools 
protested the new values. The majority of 
women were not flappers. Many people 
felt torn between the old values and the 
new ones. 

One result of this clash between old 
values and the image of the flapper was 
the double standard. This was a set of 
principles or values generally accepted by 
society. One American double standard 
allowed men to have greater sexual 
freedom than women. Women still had to 
observe stricter standards of behavior than 
men did. 
 1. How did the flapper represent the 

spirit of the twenties? 

_______________________________  

_______________________________  

Terms and Names 
flapper  Young woman who embraced the new fashions and values of the 1920s 

double standard Set of principles granting one group more freedom than another group 

Before You Read 
In the last section, you read about some lifestyle changes in the 1920s. 
In this section, you will learn how women’s lives changed during the 
1920s. 

As You Read 
Use a web diagram to take notes on the changes women experienced in 
the 1920s. 

Hot Topics 
 
 
Notes:
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As you read about women’s changing roles in the 1920s, fill out the chart 
by writing notes in the appropriate spaces. 

 

Social Life in the 1920s 

1. Note two ways women’s 
fashions changed. 

 
 
 

 

2. Note two ways women’s social 
behavior changed. 

 
 
 

 

3. Note two words that describe 
the attitude reflected by these 
changes. 

 
 

 

Work and Home Life in the 1920s 

4. Note one way women’s work 
opportunities improved. 

 
 

 

5. Note two ways women’s 
home and family life 
improved. 

 
 
 

 

  
6. Note three negative effects 

that accompanied women’s 
changing roles in the 1920s. 
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Education and Popular Culture 

SCHOOLS AND THE MASS MEDIA 
SHAPE CULTURE (Pages 446–448) 
How did popular culture change in 
America? 

America was becoming more 
prosperous. Business and industry 
required a more educated work force. 
These two factors caused a huge increase 
in the number of students going to high 
school. In 1914, only 1 million American 
students went to high school after 
elementary school. In 1926, the number 
was nearly 4 million. 

Schools changed as they grew. Before 
the 1920s, high schools were mostly for 
students who were going on to college. In 
the twenties, high schools had a wide 
range of students. Schools offered 
vocational, or work-related, training for 
industrial jobs. They offered home 
economics courses for future homemakers. 

High schools also saw an increase in the 
number of children of immigrants. Many 
of these students did not speak English. 
Even so, the nation’s schools were 
successful in teaching large numbers of 
Americans to read. 

As a result of increased literacy, more 
people read newspapers than before. 
Newspaper circulation rose. Big city 
papers and newspaper chains swallowed 
up small town newspapers. 

National magazines were also popular. 
Some of them delivered the news. Other 
magazines published fiction and articles. 

The most powerful of the mass media 
was radio. Radio networks with stations in 
many cities were formed in the twenties. 
The networks did research to find out what 
people wanted to hear—and gave it to 
them. Radio networks created something 
new in America: the shared national 

Terms and Names 
Charles A. Lindbergh  First person to fly solo across the Atlantic 

George Gershwin  Composer 
Georgia O’Keeffe  Artist 
Sinclair Lewis  Novelist 
F. Scott Fitzgerald  Novelist 
Edna St. Vincent Millay  Poet 
Ernest Hemingway  Novelist 

Before You Read 
In the last section, you learned about women in the 1920s. In this 
section, you will read about education and popular culture during the 
1920s. 

As You Read 
Use a time line to take notes on the key events in popular culture in the 
1920s . 

Hot Topics 
 
 
 
 
Notes:
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As you read this section, take notes summarizing how public education 
changed. 

As you read about how America’s popular culture developed in the 1920s, 
give at least two specific examples of each area of popular culture. 

 

 Education Before the 1920s Education During the 1920s 

 
1. Enrollments 
 
 

  

 
2. Types of courses 
 
 

  

 
3. Immigrants 
 
 

  

 
4. Financing 
 
 

  

1. Magazines 
 
 
 
 

2. Radio 
 

3. Sports 
 
 
 
 

4. Movies 
 

5. Theater, music, and art 
 
 
 
 

6. Literature 
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The Harlem Renaissance 

AFRICAN-AMERICAN VOICES IN 
THE 1920S (Pages 452–454) 
How did African Americans approach 
civil rights in the 1920s? 

Between 1910 and 1920, hundreds of 
thousands of African Americans had 
moved from the South to the big cities of 
the North. This was called the Great 
Migration. It was a response to racial 
violence and economic discrimination 
against blacks in the South. By 1929, 40 
percent of African Americans lived in 
cities. As a result, racial tensions increased 
in Northern cities. There were race riots. 

The National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP) worked to end violence against 

African Americans. W. E. B. Du Bois led 
a peaceful protest against racial violence. 

The NAACP also fought to get laws 
against lynching passed by Congress. 
James Weldon Johnson, a poet and 
lawyer, led that fight. While no law 
against lynching was passed in the 
twenties, the number of lynchings 
gradually dropped. 

Marcus Garvey voiced a message of 
black pride that appealed to many African 
Americans. Garvey thought that African 
Americans should build a separate society. 
He formed a black nationalist group called 
the Universal Negro Improvement 
Association (UNIA). 

Garvey promoted black-owned 
businesses. He also urged African 

Terms and Names 
James Weldon Johnson  Poet and civil rights leader 
Marcus Garvey  Black nationalist leader 
Harlem Renaissance  African-American artistic movement 
Claude McKay  Poet 
Langston Hughes  Poet 
Zora Neale Hurston  Anthropologist and author 
Paul Robeson  Actor, singer, and civil-rights leader 
Louis Armstrong  Jazz musician 

Duke Ellington  Jazz musician 

Bessie Smith  Blues singer 

Before You Read 
In the last section, you read about education and popular culture in the 
1920s. In this section, you will learn about the Harlem Renaissance. 

As You Read 
Use a chart to take notes on the achievements of the Harlem 
Renaissance. 

Hot Topics 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes:
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Name the organization with which each leader was associated. Then note 
their beliefs and goals as well as the tactics they believed necessary to 
achieve them. 

Describe briefly what each of the following artists was known for. 

 

1. W. E. B. Du Bois and James Weldon Johnson  2. Marcus Garvey  

 Organization:   Organization:  

 Beliefs, goals, and tactics:   Beliefs, goals, and tactics: 
 
 
 
 

 

African-American Writers 

1. Claude McKay  
 
  

2. Langston Hughes 
 
 

3. Zora Neale Hurston 
 
 

 
 

African-American Performers 

4. Paul Robeson 
 

5. Louis Armstrong 
 
 

6. Duke Ellington 
 
 

7. Bessie Smith 
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