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ILLUSTRATIONS FOR  
CHILDREN’S BOOKS



The tired penguin (cover illustration with rough typo draft) 
 
from the bilingual picture book 
«Just the other day at the South pole / Neulich am Südpol» 
published by Edition bi:libri in 2017
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The yawing English class





Old Miss Late, yawing
from «Just the other day at the South pole / Neulich am Südpol» 



Mr. Early in his kitche, making coffee  
from «Just the other day at the South pole / Neulich am Südpol» 



People in an airplane, yawing 
from «Just the other day at the South pole / Neulich am Südpol» 



The animal meeting 
 
Illustration from the anthology  
«The book of fables and wisdom stories / Das Hausbuch der  
schönsten Fabeln und Weisheitsgeschichten» 
published by Coppenrath in 2017



The geese parade 
from «The book of fables and wisdom stories»



The camel 
from «The book of fables and wisdom stories»



The smart cat and the monkeys 
from «The book of fables and wisdom stories» 
 



The fox and the stork by Aesop (left)  
and Cover illustration for book title (right) 
from «The book of fables and wisdom stories» 

 



Illustration a poster promoting diversity and integration 
published by Talisa-Verlag in 2017



«A box of nothing / Eine Kiste Nichts» (final book cover) 
Edition Bi:libri, 2015



Rabbit with chicken’s birthday present 
from «A box of nothing / Eine Kiste Nichts»



Rabbit and chicken go traveling
from «A box of nothing / Eine Kiste Nichts»



The plane and the parachute
from «A box of nothing / Eine Kiste Nichts»



Paper hat and paper pants 
from «A box of nothing / Eine Kiste Nichts»



A new home on an island 
from «A box of nothing / Eine Kiste Nichts»



«Kribbel Krabbel Mäuschen» – Cover illustration (left and middle) and Dancing mice 
A collection of rhymes, songs  and games for children  

published by Coppenrath, 2016



Sleeping friends 
from «Kribbel Krabbel Mäuschen» 



The city at night 
from «Kribbel Krabbel Mäuschen»

 
next page:

Family portraits





The witches’ house 
from «Kribbel Krabbel Mäuschen»



FREE WORKS



The Coffee Minute (in Bologna, Italy), 2017



Mood swing, 2017



At at vietnamese restaurant 
2017



»The present«   
(at the flee market),  

2017



Things in the making, 2017



Teamwork, 2017 Unteamed/Procrastination, 2017



Maison de l’ocean  
(Gironde, France),  

2017



Maliaño  
(Cantabria, Spain),  

2017



Morning routine  
(Lanzarote),  

2017



Goats crossing Fuerteventura 
There are no deer in Fuerteventura, but lots of goats. 
For the lack of corresponding traffic sign, people use 

the deer warning signs. 
2016



The lonely sock  
(Fuerteventura),  

2016



Christmas on Fuerteventura,  
2016 



Urban Sports  
(in Cantabria),  

2017



It’s not over,  
not over,  
not over,  
not over,  
yeah! 2017



1981   born in Frankenberg, Germany  
2000–2004 Apprenticeship and later employment 
  as a designer for print media at Durable  
  Hunke & Jochheim in Iserlohn, Germany 
2004  Internship at Libel Communicaciónes in  
  Tijuana, México 
2005–2010  Design studies, focussing  
  on media design and illustration 
  at the University of Applied Sciences  
  in Münster, Germany 
2008–2010 more design studies the  
  Departamento Gráfico  
  of the Escuela de Arte y Diseño  
  in Valencia, Spain 
since 2005 working freelance in graphic design 
since 2010 working freelance in illustration

Illustrated books [exerpt] 
2008  Fifteen feet of time – Self-published/Createspace 
2010  Fred & Anabel – Kinderbuchverlag Wolff 
2010  Ole kann nicht schlafen Ole cannot sleep – Aracari 
2011 Ein Brief auf der Arche A letter from the arc – Aracari 
2011 Anansi, the spider – Steiner Korea 
2012 Das kleine Wunder The little wonder – Edition bi:libri 
2012 Finn auf heißer Spur Finn, the detecive – Oetinger 
2013 Was besonderes Something special – Edition bi:libri 
2014 Drölf! – Jungbrunnen 
2014 50 Dinge, die ich auch einer Wanderung  
 machen kann 50 things I can do on a hike –  
 Aschendorf Verlag 
2015 Eine Kiste Nichts A box of nothing – Edition bi:libri 
2015 Das Hausbuch der schönsten Fabeln und  
 Weisheitsgeschichten The big book of fables 
 — Coppenrath Verlag 
2015 Achtung, fertig, Schatzsuche! Treasure hunt!—  
 Coppenrath Verlag 
2016 Notsignale und Geheimzeichen Secret codes —   
 Coppenrath Verlag 
2016 Kribbel Krabbel Mäuschen — Coppenrath Verlag 
2016 Wie Papa Just like dad — Edition bi:libri 
2016 Der Angstdrache The fearful dragon – Ueberreuter Verlag 
2017 Neulich am Südpol Just the other day at the South Pole –  
 Edition bi:libri

Miscellaneous [exerpt] 
2011/12 Fred & Anabel theatre play for children – Schauspielhaus Bochum 
2012–14 Fred & Anabel short movie – Balance Film, Dresden 
2011–14 All illustrations for the campaign »Bäckman« —   
 Zentralverband des Dt. Bäckerhandwerks  
2012 Board game »Mimikri« – Zoch Games 
2013 Board game »Schmatzspatz!« – Zoch Games 
2012–17 DIY-Section for the Brochure »LWL Museum Tour« –  
 Landschaftsverband Westfalen-Lippe, Münster 
2014 Card game »Cherry Picking« – Zoch Verlag 
2015 Animated versions of »The little wonder«,  
 »Something special« 
 and »A box of nothing« combined with  
 a translation into sign language 
2015 Board game »My colourful zoo« – Noris Games 
2016 Product- and Book-series »Happy family« — Coppenrath Verlag 
2016 lllustration of the series 
 »Guardian angel« – Coppenrath Verlag 
2016 Variouse Puzzles »Animals« – Noris Games 
2017 Board game »Shop Hop« – Piatnik, Wien 
 

Lena Hesse is a children’s book illustrator, author  
and graphic designer based in Berlin, Germany. 
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