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Postmodern Literature and Race explores the question of how dramatic
shifts in conceptions of race in the late twentieth and early twenty-
first centuries have been addressed by writers at the cutting edge of
equally dramatic transformations of literary form. An opening sec-
tion engages with the broad question of how the geographical and
political positioning of experimental writing informs its contribu-
tion to racial discourses, while later segments focus on central crit-
ical domains within this field: race and performativity, race and
the contemporary nation, and postracial futures. With essays on a
wide range of contemporary writers, including Bernadine Evaristo,
Alasdair Grey, Jhumpa Lahiri, Andrea Levy, and Don DelLillo, this
volume makes an important contribution to our understanding of
the politics and aesthetics of contemporary writing.

LEN PLATT is Professor of Modern Literatures at Goldsmiths,
University of London. His publications include Aristocracies of
Fiction: The Idea of Aristocracy in Late-Nineteenth-Century and Early-
Twentieth-Century Literature; Musical Theater and American Culture
(with David Walsh); Musical Comedy on the West End Stage 1880—1939;
Joyce, Race and Finnegans Wake; and the edited collection Modernism
and Race.

SARA UPSTONE is Associate Professor of English Literature at
Kingston University, London. Her publications include Spatial
Politics in the Postcolonial Novel; British Asian Fiction: Twenty-First-
Century Voices; and the edited collection Postcolonial Spaces: The
Politics of Place in Contemporary Culture (with Andrew Teverson).
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His monographs are B. S. johnson: A Critical Reading (2001), The
Contemporary British Novel (2004; Serbian trans. Svetovi, 2006; rev. 2nd
edition 2007), and Jim Crace: A Critical Introduction (2006). To date he
has edited four collections in the field of contemporary British fiction:
Contemporary British Fiction, with Richard J. Lane and Rod Mengham
(2003); British Fiction Today: Critical Essays with Rod Mengham (2006);
Teaching Contemporary British Fiction [special issue of Anglistik und
Englischunterricht] with Steve Barfield, Anja Muller-Wood, and Leigh
Wilson (2007); and Re-Reading B. S. Johnson with Glyn White (2007).
Tew is also coeditor of several book series, including Palgrave’s New
British Fiction Series and the new Continuum Handbook series.

SARA UPSTONE is Associate Professor of English Literature at Kingston
University, London. Her publications include Spatial Politics in the
Postcolonial Novel (2009) and British Asian Fiction: Twenty-First-
Century Voices (2010) and the edited collection (with Andrew Teverson)
Postcolonial Spaces: The Politics of Place in Contemporary Culture (2011).

VEDRANA VELICKOVIC is Lecturer in English Literature at the
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In 2009, she coedited a special issue of Atlantic Studies entitled “Tracing
Black America in Black British culture’, and she is currently completing
an AHRC-funded book project examining Indian indenture in recent
Caribbean literature.

DAVID WITZLING is Assistant Professor of English at Manhattan
College. He is the author of Everybodys America: Thomas Pynchon, Race,
and the Cultures of Postmodernism (2008), which interprets Pynchon’s
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‘classic’ laissez-faire economic liberalism.
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