D I" H:\'Ilf.
r- ayf 7 r (hnupana

( )‘3 wald Chambers
w - ARREY VSRS D=0

==

Dlsc.pverv House Pubhshers

. {1l ! ool n il My Wond o
hlb‘“ﬂlﬁ.lﬂm



Prayer: A Holy Occupation
© 1992 by Oswald Chambers Publications Association
Limited. All rights reserved.

Discovery House Publishers is affiliated with RBC
Ministries, Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Discovery House books are distributed to the trade
exclusively by Barbour Publishing, Inc., Uhrichsville,
Ohio.

All Scripture quotations are from the New King James
Version. Copyright © 1979, 1980, 1982 by Thomas
Nelson, Inc., Publishers.

Questions by Julie Ackerman Link

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Chambers, Oswald, 1874-1917.
Prayer: a holy occupation/Oswald Chambers.
p. cm.
ISBN 978-0-929239-59-0
1. Prayer—Christianity. I. Title
BV215.C514 1993
248.3'2—dc20 92-35949
ClP

Printed in the United States of America

070809101112/7??/1817 16151413



Contents

Introduction 7
A Holy Occupation Requires . . .
Boldness 9
Childlikeness 21
Communion 35
Concentration 43
Desire 51
Discipline 57
Faith 71
Honesty 83
Intimacy 95
Obedience 105
Patience 117
Power 125
Purpose 135
Silence 145
Simplicity 155
Wonder 163
Work 171
Worship 179
Index of Selections 785
Index of Subjects 786



AHoly Occupation
&%Zr@s Boldness




. AHoly Occupation
IN PRAYER HAVE we learned the wonderful power of
that phrase “boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood
of Jesus”? It means that we can talk to God as Jesus
Christ did, but only through the right of His Atonement.
We must never allow the idea that because we have
been obedient, because our need is great, because
we long for it, therefore God will hear us. There is only
one way into the holiest, and that is by the blood of
Jesus.o8H

Ref/ecﬁon %_e/st/ons
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SPIRITUAL CERTAINTY IN prayer is God’s certainty, not
a side-eddy of sanctimoniousness.®
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g o5 B
THE ONLY PLATFORM from which the holiest saint on
earth is ever heard is the platform mentioned in He-
brews 10:19, we have “boldness to enter the Holiest
by the Blood of Jesus.” There is no other way. When
we come into the presence of God, the human side of
our praying makes us realize that if we are ever going to
approach God and pray acceptably, it must be by the
“piece of God” in us which He has given us.™

Kef/ect/on %e/sﬁons
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IT IS BECAUSE our Lord Jesus Christ went through
the depths of agony to the last ebb in the Garden of
Gethsemane, because He went through Calvary, that
we can boldly enter the holy place.*
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. AHoly Occupation
THERE ARE UNDOUBTEDLY things which present a
puzzle. For example, the presentation of the basis of
redemption, how am | going to understand whether
the redemption covers everything, or only partially cov-
ers? Never by reasoning, only by prayer; and as sure
as God is God you will get the answer and know of a
certainty.?®

R@ﬂecz‘/om é@e/sﬁons
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JESUS NEVER MENTIONED unanswered prayer, He
had the boundless certainty that prayer is always an-
swered.MUH
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g o5 B
THE CURE OF uncertainty is a new note of intercessory
prayer. The reason for perplexity in meeting the actual
occurrences of life is because we are losing face-to-
face contact with Jesus Christ through His Cross. We
must get back to the place where we are concerned
only about facing our own inner souls with Jesus Christ
Who searches us right down to the inmost recesses.”™

Kef/ecf/’on Q\u_e/sﬁons
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ASKING IN PRAYER is at once the test of three things—
simplicity, stupidity, and certainty of God.?
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. AHoly Occupation
JESUS SAYS THERE are times when our heavenly Fa-
ther will appear as if He were a most unnatural father,
callous and indifferent. But remember, says Jesus, |
have told you—*“everyone who asks receives.” When
we get into spiritual confusion the usual way out is to
say we have made a blunder, and we go back instead
of forward. “I don’t know what to do; | am up against
a stone wall.” Will you “hang in” to what Jesus said? If
there is a shadow on the face of God the Father just
now, remain confident that ultimately He will give His
clear issue as Jesus said. It is not a question of black or
white or right or wrong, of being in communion or out of
communion; but a question of God taking us by a way
which in the meantime we do not understand.?

R@ﬂecz‘/on é@gﬁons
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g o5 B
WE ARE BASED on the platform of reality in prayer
by the Atonement of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is not
our earnestness that brings us into touch with God, not
our devotedness, nor our times of prayer, but our Lord
Jesus Christ’s vitalizing death; and our times of prayer
are evidences of reaction on the reality of redemption,
so we have confidence and boldness of access into the
Holiest. What an unspeakable joy it is to know that we
each have the right of approach to God in confidence,
that the place of the Ark is our place, “therefore, breth-
ren, having boldness.” What an awe and what a wonder
of privilege, “to enter the Holiest,” in the perfectness of
the atonement “by the blood of Jesus.” €PVel-2

K@ﬂecz‘/on QJSST/ONS
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. AHolyOccupation
LAUNCH OUT IN reckless belief that the redemption is
complete, and then bother no more about yourself, but
begin to do as Jesus Christ said—pray for the friend
who comes to you at midnight, pray for the saints, pray
for all people. Pray on the realization that you are only
perfect in Christ Jesus, not on this plea—“O Lord, |

have done my best, please hear me.” MUH

Ref/ecz‘/on Q/_e/sﬁons
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SO MANY OF us limit our praying because we are not
reckless in our confidence in God. In the eyes of those
who do not know God, it is madness to trust Him, but
when we pray in the Holy Spirit we begin to realize the
resources of God, that He is our perfect heavenly Fa-
ther, and we are His children.*

16



g o5 B
NEVER SAY GOD has done what He has not done be-
cause it sounds better to say it; never pretend to have
an answer when you have not. Jesus said, “Everyone
who asks receives”; we say—*“l have asked but | have
not received.” It is because we ask in spiritual confu-
sion. Jesus said to James and John: “You do not know
what you ask”; they were brought into fellowship with
Jesus Christ’s cup and baptism, but not in the way they
expected.PH

Ref/eoz‘/on Q/_e/sﬁons
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THE ONLY WAY to get into the relationship of “asking”
is to get into the relationship of absolute reliance on the
Lord Jesus. “Now this is the confidence that we have

in Him.”o!
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. AHoly Occupation
PAUL sAYS, “PRAYING always . . . for all the saints
and for me.” Do we remember to pray on the ground of
our Lord’s orders for all who minister in His name? If the
apostle Paul earnestly solicited prayer on his behalf that
“I' may open my mouth boldly to make known the mys-
tery of the gospel,” surely it behooves us to remember
that this is the key our Lord puts into our hands for all
Christian work; not prayer because we are helpless, but
prayer because God is almighty.'4

R@ﬂecz‘/om é@e/sﬁons
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WE CAN GET to God as Creator apart from Jesus
Christ, but never to God as our Father except through
Him. Let us receive this inspired idea of our Lord’s into
our inmost willing heart, believe it, and pray in the con-
fidence of it.cpve.-2

18



g o5 B
IF YOU HAVE a gift of prayer, may God wither it up until
you learn how to get your prayers inspired by God the
Holy Spirit. Do we rely on God, or on our own earnest-
ness when we pray? God is never impressed by our
earnestness; we are not heard because we are in ear-
nest, but on the ground of redemption only. We have
“boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus”
and by no other way.ssv

R@ﬂeoﬂon %e/sﬁons
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OUR IMPORTUNITY MUST be intercessory and the
whole power of our intercession lies in the certainty that
prayer will be answered.cp Vel 2
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. AHolyOccupation
THEREFORE, BROTHERS, HAVING boldness to enter
the Holiest by the blood of Jesus. Beware of imagining
that intercession means bringing our personal sympa-
thies into the presence of God and demanding that He
do what we ask. Our approach to God is due entirely to

the vicarious identification of our Lord with sin.MuH

Kef/ecz‘/on Q/_e/sﬁons
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INTELLECT AND PRAYER are united in the saint in the
consciousness of Christ which we share, consequently
the consciousness of self-realization is a perversion

and a snare.cpVel- 2
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