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Agenda

Education
Segal Education Award
Managing Loans
Establishing a Career
Non-Competitive Elegibility
Communicating About Your Previous VISTA Service
Resumes
Cover letters
Interviews

Serve again

Questions?




What am | going to do
after AmeriCorps?




Education

» College or University

Q
Q

Do your research

Look into Ed Award Matching Schools (here!), Scholarships to AmeriCorps
Alumni, schools that pay the application fee for AmeriCorps Alumni, and
schools that provide credit hours for AmeriCorps service

Put due dates for applications, tests, scholarship deadlines, etc on a
calendar

Represent your VISTA service on your applicaton by refering it to
“AmerCorps VISTA”

Use your VAD to illustrate the tasks you completed and use data numbers



https://www.nationalservice.gov/programs/americorps/segal-americorps-education-award/matching-institutions

Segal Education Award

» Received upon successful completion of your term of service

» Can be used to go to a Title IV school (colleges, universities, trade schools, and

overseas schools) of repaying qualified student loan

A\

Must be used within 7 years of receiving it

A\

Can’t be transferred, unless you are at least 55, then you can transfer to child or

grandchild

A\

Award is subject to taxes in the year it is used

A\

Stretch the award over time, rather then a one time payment



Using Your Education Award: Loan Payment

NATIONAL &

COMMUNITY 5 Comments on: Augsb.. [ eGrants Login

SEI{\YICE ***- Work or Uther Phone Number:

AmeriCorps Service Date: 0&/16/2013
Avasilable Balance: 3555000

* Payment Type:
o HOME
* Amount Authorized: Education E
M y I neri C (o] I"pS Institution Information (Search for Institutions) i
Piease select an nstiution 1o send this request to by ciicking the "Search hstitutions” ink above.
Applicant Home
Certity and Submit K
My Living Allowance
My Tax Statements V| lauthorize the amount indicated above 1o be paii to the loan hokler or educational nstitution named above
V] Icertify that | have not been convicted, sihce the compietion of my term of service or receipt of my transferred
My In-Service Benefits award amount, of the possassion or sale of a controlied substance. (If you are unabile to make this certification
please contact the help desk at 1.800-942-2677 10 find out what you must do to be eligibie 2o use your award.)
My Education Award V| lauthorize the release of any ban nformation fo the National Service Trust
+ Create Forbearance Request
1 certity that all of the information | have provided is true and correct | understand that a knowing and wilful faise
+ Create Interest Payment statement on this form can be punished by one or more of the following: a fine or imprisonment or both under Section
Request 1001 of Titie 18, U.S C,; exclusion from participation in Federal programs; forfeture of benefits | may receive as a
€q resul of my enroliment. or other actions authorized by the Civil Fraud Remedies Act. 31 U.S.C. 3801-3802
¥ MMM M you are unable to make these certifications, please contact the help desk at 1.800-942-2677 and we wil nform you
Pa!ment RQUCSQ of what you must do to be eligible to use the award
My Service Letter Please click submit button ONCE. Do not click back button or refresh your browser.
\ [ ]
cancel || submit |
My Travel Request Profile - ;
End of Service Benefit Selection OH0 Numbar 9459014
Events trsi-009

Search Events

BEH

My Resources

B

Contact My AmeriCorps




Using Your Education Award: Interest Payment

* Term of service: | 10/11/2016 to 07/14/2017 v

NATIONAL &

COMMUNITY

SERVICExxx= S Institution Information (Search for Institutions)

Please select an institution to send this request to by clicking the "Search Insfitutions" link above.

& HOME
- Comments:
My AmeriCorps
P
Applicant Home If you have more than one loan with the institution you specified you may specify a particular loan number

B &

. and loan type.
My Living Allowance

Certify and Submit

@

My Tax Statements

B

My In-Service Benefits
| authorize the release of any loan information fo the Mational Service Trust.

My Education Award
* Create Forbearance Request | cerify that all of the information | have provided is frue and correct | understand that a knowing and williul false
+ Create Interest Payment statement on thiz form can be punished by a fine or imprisonment or both pursuant to Section 1001 of Title 18, USC.
Reguest If you are unable to make these cerifications, please contact the help desk at 1-800-942-2677.
+ Create Education Award
Payment Reguest Please click submit button ONCE. Do not click back button or refresh your browser.
My Service Letter  cancel || submit |
My Travel Request Profile OMB Mumber 3045-0053
End of Service Benefit Selection
tret-003
Events
Search Events

My Resources Contact Us | Newsletters | Site Map | Site Index | Office of Inspector General | FirstGov | Privacy | Accessibilty  [Sesesm
= FOIA | Mo Fear Act | Federal Register Motices | Site Motices
Contact My AmeriCorps : July 10, 2018

B &




Managing Loans During and After Service

During » Income-Based Repayment*

> Federal Loan Forbearance « 25 years loan balance will be forgiven

»  Private Loan Deferment > Public Service Loan Forgiveness Program*
After
. _ * 10 Years of payments working full time at a
» 15% Back On Perkins Loan nonprofit or government agency, then loans
forgiven

. Must have chosen end-of-service
cash stipend

1 Crunch The Numbers to see how much you

* Need to have about 40,000 in might (or might not) save, if on an
Perkins Loans Income-Based Repayment or Public Service
Loan Forgiveness Program

< 2 year- an additional 15%

* (2 years AmeriCorps and Peace

Corps forgives 70%) * Can also opt to doduring service


https://www.nationalservice.gov/resources/ed-award/crunch-numbers

Establishing a Career

2 Do your research

» Use your VISTA Alumni Status to your advantage!

0 Look at Employers of National Service. These are

employers that love to hire AmeriCorps Alumni
2 Network with AmeriCorps across the USA
2 LinkedIn
3 Look at the VISTA Campus Job Board

O Eli Segal Fellowship

= Provides one individual to work with CEQO’s Office of
CNCS
2 Look into Non-Competitive Eligibility Benefit



https://www.nationalservice.gov/special-initiatives/employers-national-service/search-network
https://www.vistacampus.gov/jobs
https://www.nationalservice.gov/programs/americorps/eli-segal-fellowship

Non-Competitive Eligibility (NCE)

» Federal Jobs
» Valid for 1-year after completion of service

» Can be extended by a hiring agency for a total to 3-years, if
another activity warrants it (education, military service, hiring
freeze)

» Allows candidate to be hired, if qualified, without having to go
through the competitive process (makes it faster to hire
someone with NCE, but does not ensure a job)




How to Apply with NCE:

a

a

Go to USA Jobs (majority of federal jobs
are here)

Write in your cover letter you have NCE
through previous service with AmeriCorps
VISTA

Proof of NCE (on your My AmeriCorps
Portal- your Service letter)



https://www.usajobs.gov/Help/working-in-government/unique-hiring-paths/peace-corps/

USA JOBS

Who May Apply ©

Are you:
« a current or former Federal civilian employee whao holds or held a non-temporary appointment
+ In the competitive service in the Executive Branch or in a position not in the Executive branch specifically included in the
competitive service by statute, or
* In an excepted service position covered by an interchange agreement, or
« Eligible for reinstatement?

= A Veteran eligible for veterans' preference or separated from the armed forces under honorable conditions after 3 years or more of
continuous military service?

= A person with non-competitive appointment eligibility?

~' No -1 do not fall into one of these categories and only want to see jobs open to the general public.

@ Yes - Ifall into one of these categories and want to see all jobs open to applicants with the above eligibilities, such as
federal employees.,

Reset Form
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My AmeriCorps

Applc ant Home
B My Living Afowance
B My Tax Statements

@B My Education Award

.

Create Forbearanc e Reguest

.

Create interest Payment
Request

.

Create Educ ation Award
Payment Reguest

B My Service Latter
@ Events

@ Search Events
B My Resources

B Contact My AmeriCorps

my.americorps.gov/mp/r

My AmeriCorps

Place to Manage Your Am

Print Service Letters

From this page, you can print out letters certifying

Click here for help.

* Service Term:
09/27/2013 to 09/26/2014 v
* Letter Type:

Contact My AmenCorps | Site Help

Logout

FONT SIZE: Defaull | Lamge

your time of service in an AmeriCorps program. To print a letter, select
a term of servic ¢ and then select the type of letter you need. Type in the name and address of the intended recipient and
click the “print” button to print the requested service letter

Form to be printed can be viswed using Adobe Reader software

VISTA Alumn Certification of Service ¥

Type name and address of recipient:
USA J0BS

Government Department

1234 USA Drive,

D.C, America

cancel || print

Contact Us | Newsletters | S2e Map | Site Index | Office of Inspector General | FirstGov | Privacy | Accessibiity

FOIA |

No Fear Act | Federal Register Notices | Stte Notices
Last updated: Thursday, March 28, 2015, 08:37 PM
Release version: 8.1.5

ok k-

*Available after your service year is successfully completed, you can print your “VISTA
Alumni Certification of Service” letter




NATIONAL &

COMMUNITY
SERVICEESSZZ

0472242015

USA JOBS

Government Department

1234 USA Drive,

D.C, America

Dear Sir or Madam:

VISTAs serve in a variety of situations where the application of individual talent and dedication bring an
added dimension to federal, state, and private nonprofit organizations assisting low-income communities.
VISTAs serve under the direct supervision of the sponsoring organization not part of VISTA or the
Corporation for National and Community Service. The sponsoring organization can furnish details of the
VISTA’s job description and performance. Should you wish to contact the former sponsoring organization,
we will be happy to forward their address if it is still available.

This is to certify that [ N A scrcd as a full-time VISTA under Part A, B, or C of
the Domestic Volunteer Service Act for the term of service indicated below:

Dates of Service: 09/27/2013 to 09/26/2014 State: MN

Stipend: $0.00
If this office can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us at 1-800-942-2677.

Sincerely,

Y=y /& S

2. Paul Monteiro
Director, AmeriCorps*VISTA




Communicating About Your Previous VISTA se

] Represent your VISTA service on your applicaton by refering it to
“AmerCorps VISTA”

] Use the Definition (when needed): AmeriCorps VISTA (Volunteers in Service
to America) is a full-time, 12 month program, whose members help build
the capacity of nonprofit organizations and local government agencies
that alleviate poverty

] Use your VAD to illustrate the tasks you completed and use data numbers



Resumes

cCooopoopopp

Create a master resume, then customize for each audience/position
Make contact info clear, prominent, and on top

Reverse Chronological (Most recent experiences first)

Experience first, education second

1 Page

Use data (quantify successes)

Ditch “references available upon request”

Use VAD objectives to help write your resume

Use strong action words




How Can We Make This Better?

AMERICORPS VISTA Portland, Oregon
Volunteer August 2014-August 2015

* Volunteered with Rose City Youth, an organization that runs after-school programs for at-risk
youth

* Managed volunteers and helped create new volunteer positions
* Helped with fundraising and grant writing




Rose CITY YOUTH Portland, Oregon
AMERICORPS VISTA VOLUMTEER MAMAGER August 2014-August 2015

* Committed 1-year of full-time national service to nonprofit organization serving at-risk youth in
Portland, Oregon’s Northeast neighborhoods

» Contributed to significant expansion of organization capacity via increase volunteer
engagement, fundraising, and grant writing

* Increased size of volunteer program by 70% through recruitment, screening, and managing
volunteers for Rose City after-school programs

* Designed and led recruitment and outreach efforts for 3 new volunteer positions: Social Media
Coordinator, Book Club Facilitator, and Fundraising Assistant

* Participated in internal grant writing and annual fundraising drive




Cover Letters and Interviews

Cover letters

L O 0 O

U

Address to hiring manager’s name

Don’t start with your name

Do your research!

Focus on relevant skills and strengths and
link to experiences

Make it clear how you would be a good fit

for them

Interviews

Q
Q
Q

Practice storytelling and tal
Do your research!

Come with specific questions/
excitement about certain aspec
job
Send a thank you note or follow up
Come with copies of Resume
Letters, Reference She
Over dressing is always b

dressing



Serving Again

Another year of VISTA
At your site
Become a VISTA Leader
Another AmeriCorps program
NCCC
State/National

Peace Corps




Resources

Education:
https://www.nationalservice.gov/resources/ed-award/go-school
https://www.nationalservice.gov/resources/ed-award/pay-back-loans
https://www.princetonreview.com/college-major-search

Career:
https://www.vistacampus.gov/resources/translating-vista-service-your-
r%C3%A9sum%C3%A9-and-career

Mis:
https://www.vistacampus.gov/resources/end-service-transition-preparing-life-after-
americorps-vista



https://www.nationalservice.gov/resources/ed-award/go-school
https://www.nationalservice.gov/resources/ed-award/pay-back-loans
https://www.princetonreview.com/college-major-search
https://www.vistacampus.gov/resources/translating-vista-service-your-r%C3%A9sum%C3%A9-and-career
https://www.vistacampus.gov/resources/end-service-transition-preparing-life-after-americorps-vista

Questions?

Karlie Contrera
New Americans VISTA Leader
Catholic Charities USA
Direct Dial: 571-527-3292
Email: ccnavp@CatholicCharitiesUSA.org

www.CatholicCharitiesUSA.org | facebook.com/catholiccharitiesusa | twitter.com/ccharitiesusa



mailto:ccnavp@CatholicCharitiesUSA.org
http://www.catholiccharitiesusa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/catholiccharitiesusa
http://www.twitter.com/ccharitiesusa

