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Agenda
 Education

Segal Education Award

Managing Loans

 Establishing a Career

Non-Competitive Elegibility

 Communicating About Your Previous VISTA Service 

Resumes

Cover letters

Interviews

 Serve again

Questions? 



What am I going to do 
after AmeriCorps?



Education

 College or University

 Do your research

 Look into Ed Award Matching Schools (here!), Scholarships to AmeriCorps 

Alumni, schools that pay the application fee for AmeriCorps Alumni, and 

schools that provide credit hours for AmeriCorps service

 Put due dates for applications, tests, scholarship deadlines, etc on a 

calendar

 Represent your VISTA service on your applicaton by refering it to 

“AmerCorps VISTA”

 Use your VAD to illustrate the tasks you completed and use data numbers

https://www.nationalservice.gov/programs/americorps/segal-americorps-education-award/matching-institutions


Segal Education Award

 Received upon successful completion of your term of service 

 Can be used to go to a Title IV school (colleges, universities, trade schools, and 

overseas schools) of repaying qualified student loan

 Must be used within 7 years of receiving it

 Can’t be transferred, unless you are at least 55, then you can transfer to child or 

grandchild

 Award is subject to taxes in the year it is used

 Stretch the award over time, rather then a one time payment



Using Your Education Award: Loan Payment



Using Your Education Award: Interest Payment



Managing Loans During and After Service

During

 Federal Loan Forbearance 

 Private Loan Deferment 

After

 15% Back On Perkins Loan

• Must have chosen end-of-service 

cash stipend

• Need to have about 40,000 in 

Perkins Loans

• 2nd year- an additional 15% 

• (2 years AmeriCorps and Peace 

Corps forgives 70%)

 Income-Based Repayment*

• 25 years loan balance will be forgiven

 Public Service Loan Forgiveness Program*

• 10 Years of payments working full time at a 

nonprofit or government agency, then loans 

forgiven

 Crunch The Numbers to see how much you 

might (or might not) save, if on an 

Income-Based Repayment or Public Service 

Loan Forgiveness Program 

* Can also opt to do during service

https://www.nationalservice.gov/resources/ed-award/crunch-numbers


Establishing a Career

 Do your research

 Use your VISTA Alumni Status to your advantage!

 Look at Employers of National Service. These are 

employers that love to hire AmeriCorps Alumni

 Network with AmeriCorps across the USA

 LinkedIn

 Look at the VISTA Campus Job Board

 Eli Segal Fellowship

 Provides one individual to work with CEO’s Office of 

CNCS

 Look into Non-Competitive Eligibility Benefit 

https://www.nationalservice.gov/special-initiatives/employers-national-service/search-network
https://www.vistacampus.gov/jobs
https://www.nationalservice.gov/programs/americorps/eli-segal-fellowship


Non-Competitive Eligibility (NCE)

 Federal Jobs

 Valid for 1-year after completion of service

 Can be extended by a hiring agency for a total to 3-years, if 

another activity warrants it (education, military service, hiring 

freeze)

 Allows candidate to be hired, if qualified, without having to go 

through the competitive process (makes it faster to hire 

someone with NCE, but does not ensure a job)



How to Apply with NCE:

 Go to USA Jobs (majority of federal jobs 

are here)

 Write in your cover letter you have NCE 

through previous service with AmeriCorps 

VISTA

 Proof of NCE (on your My AmeriCorps 

Portal- your Service letter)

https://www.usajobs.gov/Help/working-in-government/unique-hiring-paths/peace-corps/


USA JOBS 



*Available after your service year is successfully completed, you can print your “VISTA 

Alumni Certification of Service” letter





Communicating About Your Previous VISTA service

 Represent your VISTA service on your applicaton by refering it to 

“AmerCorps VISTA”

 Use the Definition (when needed): AmeriCorps VISTA (Volunteers in Service 

to America) is a full-time, 12 month program, whose members help build 

the capacity of nonprofit organizations and local government agencies 

that alleviate poverty

 Use your VAD to illustrate the tasks you completed and use data numbers



Resumes

 Create a master resume, then customize for each audience/position

 Make contact info clear, prominent, and on top

 Reverse Chronological (Most recent experiences first)

 Experience first, education second

 1 Page

 Use data (quantify successes)

 Ditch “references available upon request”

 Use VAD objectives to help write your resume

 Use strong action words



How Can We Make This Better?





Cover Letters and Interviews

Cover letters

 Address to hiring manager’s name

 Don’t start with your name

 Do your research!

 Focus on relevant skills and strengths and 

link to experiences

 Make it clear how you would be a good fit 

for them

Interviews

 Practice storytelling and talking points

 Do your research!

 Come with specific questions/ 

excitement about certain aspects of the 

job

 Send a thank you note or follow up email

 Come with copies of Resume, Cover 

Letters, Reference Sheet

 Over dressing is always better than under 

dressing



Serving Again

 Another year of VISTA

• At your site 

• Become a VISTA Leader

 Another AmeriCorps program

• NCCC 

• State/National

 Peace Corps



Resources

Education:
https://www.nationalservice.gov/resources/ed-award/go-school
https://www.nationalservice.gov/resources/ed-award/pay-back-loans
https://www.princetonreview.com/college-major-search

Career:
https://www.vistacampus.gov/resources/translating-vista-service-your-
r%C3%A9sum%C3%A9-and-career

Mis:
https://www.vistacampus.gov/resources/end-service-transition-preparing-life-after-
americorps-vista

https://www.nationalservice.gov/resources/ed-award/go-school
https://www.nationalservice.gov/resources/ed-award/pay-back-loans
https://www.princetonreview.com/college-major-search
https://www.vistacampus.gov/resources/translating-vista-service-your-r%C3%A9sum%C3%A9-and-career
https://www.vistacampus.gov/resources/end-service-transition-preparing-life-after-americorps-vista


Questions?

Karlie Contrera
New Americans VISTA Leader

Catholic Charities USA
Direct Dial: 571-527-3292

Email: ccnavp@CatholicCharitiesUSA.org

www.CatholicCharitiesUSA.org | facebook.com/catholiccharitiesusa | twitter.com/ccharitiesusa

mailto:ccnavp@CatholicCharitiesUSA.org
http://www.catholiccharitiesusa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/catholiccharitiesusa
http://www.twitter.com/ccharitiesusa

