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C@Ium IS.a writtendecument that
S aS a RoeadiViapierimplementing

arguality-childsaevelopmentiand

education program

Early*ehildhoodCearning|& Knowledge Center: 2000




W@nakes currHctlium a

curEcuiume

At Its simplest, |
curriculum is defined as V\@t

‘f
to teach and how to teach It.
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States are now
reguired toe develop
standards for pre-K
programs.

These standards are
Increasingly being
used to guide
curriculum. selection
~and planning

From Child Care Information Exchange

Because high quality
early learning
EXPEFIENCES are SO
important, they. cannbt
be left to chance. &
There is a growing
CONSensus suppored oy
many scholarly reports,
that we must be more
purpoeseful in ourwWork
withiyoung children:



B Why

A curriculum helps te ensure that nothing
related to children’s development and
learning IS overlooked

Curriculum plays a vital role in-enhancing the--
social competence and school readlness S
children

The learning environment Is arranged to
accommodate a variety of children’s
sstrengths, and needs and to stimulate |
learning across all domains of development

From Head Starts Education Association, Plan for Action



B Why

Given the multitude of available curriculum models,
the confusion regarding Which ones are appropriate
for young children overall IS Understandable

The early childhood education field recommends
programs that are known to be using
Developmentally Appropriate Practices

If the goal Is to Improve children’s school success by
enhancing their early skills and knowledge, proegrams
feed to examine the content of what children: should
learn as well .as how they will learn best

From Preschool Curriculum Decision-Making: Dimensions to Consider Pg 2



B Who

No matter what a teacher’s background, he
or she cannot Implement a curriculum well
without initial training and ongoing
professional development.

To be effective, such training should be .
provided by individuals who'are: familiel oty
only with'adult learning principles, but also &
with the realities of teachers’ classrooms.

Decision-makers will therefor want to |Iook=fer
Ja comprehensive professional development
plan and examine the research on Its
effectiveness.

From Preschool Curriculum Decision-Making: Dimensions: to, Consider
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The roles of the teacher and child in
the learning process and areas of
learning should be considered In
making a decision on which curriculum
to use

From Preschool Curriculum Decision-Making: Dimensions te Consider




VWhat

“Curriculum Is more than a collection of enjeyable
activities. Curriculim’is a complex idea containing
multiple . components, such as goals, content, A
pedagogy, or instructional practices. Curriculum? |s_:__.._._':.ﬁ :
Influenced by many factors, including Society’s_ N

values, content standards, accountalility systems

research findings, community expectations, culture-'_'"'
and language, and individual children’s
characteristics.”

+_From the advisement of National Association for the Education of Young,Childrem

= (INAEYC)rand Natienal Association of Early Childneod Specialists in State
x_IDepartments of Education, (NAECS/SDE) 2003



N What: Developmental Principles
that guidesthe ways: inawhichiwe
Workewithichilarenrare universal

= Applying to all children regardless of gen%@r

race, culture, or country of origin.

1. Patterns of growth and developmentsal
orderly and sequential < Q}
Human growth and development proceeds
- from simple to complex ==

Learnlng IS Influenced by the child’s socnal””

and cultural context

From Head Start Education Association: Plan for Action
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VWHEN
Ef'feétive, developmentally appropriate
curriculum Is based on what IS known about
the Interrelationships and seguences of |deas
so that children’s later abilities and L

understandings can be built on those already _. '
acguired. |

At the same time, the rate and pattern of
each child’s learning Is unigue.

All the domains of children’s development and
learning interrelate.

Best Practice Is based on knowledge-not
assumptions.

From NAEYC Developmentally Appropriate in Early Childhood Programs (2009)
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Cheokli__s't""for PreschoolsGurretitmibeciSIoN=Vakers

How does the curriculum define the roles of teacher
and'the child in‘the learning process?

What domains of learning are addressed? Are they
Integrated or treated separately? Will the 3
curriculum;lead to achievement of state early
learning standaras?

Does the curriculum provide guidance for = <
differentiating teaching for students with spemal
behavior, linguistic or learning needs?

=Do the curriculum’s developers provide an
L assessment system, that Is consistent with the
'teaching philesophy. and learning content

What research evidence exists to support the value |
or. effectiveness of the curriculum?



Checklist:Continued

ISTHE/Curriculum appropriate for all teachers,
regarndless of their qualifications? What Kind of

professional development is provided?

Are specific materials required to implement the
curriculum?

Does the curriculum moedel provide guidance for &
such services as parent involvement and the _ .4

transition to Kindergarten?

From Preschool Curriculum:Decision-Making: Dimensions to Consider Pg4

Are resources available to support staff in
Implementing the curriculum (e.q., trainer's guides,
\ideos, parent reseurces)?

From Childcare Information Exchange
IS any information provided on the research
obtained In the development of the curriculum

itself?

From Review. Rubric



-The information generated may not inform: how.
well the curriculum is “working” for any: particular
child, or how a teacher’s practice might e
modified as result. When making curriculum
decisions, preschool program stakeholders also
need to determine If their curriculum choice
Includes assessment systems that have been
specifically designed both tormeasure whether
learning objectives are being reached and to
Inform teaching.

-Assessments should document changes in
individual’ children over time

~3Tea—g71er$ Who use validated curriculum models
beneﬁ Efr m the evidence of its effectiveness and
fthe‘a »uﬁulated wisdom and experience of
others

From Preschool Curriculum: Decision-Making: Dimensions to
Consider
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Fleny
oSmplement a curriculum you need

Have a working knowledge about child
development principles

Understand curriculum as defined by&%'
your Program Performance Standarasis

The curriculum Is taught In a begmnlng /48
t0 end seguential: manner "

« 1From Head Start Action Plan

Ability of the Decision-makers to do
scareful research of each curriculum
and fit them Inte your goal areas

From Preschool Curriculum: Decision-Making: Dimensions to,Consider



“The term “Curriculum™ might not come to rr%!

when you hear children making joyful sounds or

x.talkmg about the geod food they shared with.——

‘j ﬁlblrufnends the bus ride, the variety of boo}{sm
ee\w, Water table, building with blocks, songs, k=i

e@en hugs-but that's what Is all about for the

child.” crom Mekd8 St ianforActi
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