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FREE



  

My Needs

● Computer software that does what 
I want.

● The price of the software is 
reasonable.



  

My Problem

● Most “packaged” software does 
way more than what I need.

● Most “packaged” software costs 
way more than I can afford.



  

My Areas of Computer Needs

● Operating System
● Tech Assisting
● Protection (computer management)

● Productivity (file creation)

● Graphics/Digital Imaging
● Multimedia (audio/video)



  

What I've Found
● Software that costs $$$$.
● Software that's FREE.
● Free software that I like better than 

other free software.
● I'd like to share what I use and 

other examples of functional 
software.



  

FOSS
● Free and Open Source Software
● Free software vs. Open Source Software; are 

they the same or different?  Recipes!
● Both are free, and developers are willing to 

share the code so that others can help re-
write/improve the software (you can also 
donate to these people as well).

● Difference in philosophy, but I don't really 
understand or care.  I'm just glad it's out there.



  

Bottom Line = $$$$

● Free programs may be missing some features.
● So far I haven't missed them, and you may not 

either.
● But if something is missing, then you decide if it's 

worth the total price of the program to have that 
missing feature.

● Start with the free program, if it doesn't meet your 
needs, purchase the paid program.



  

Operating Systems

● Heart/Brains of it all
● Graphical desktop
● Lots of applications



  

Operating Systems

● Linux FJ vs Microsoft/Apple (type)
● Ubuntu/Linux Mint FJ/Debian vs 

XP/Vista/7 or OS#  (version or 
distro)

● Cinnamon FJ, Gnome, KDE, Xfce 
vs Windows/Apple (desktop 
environment)



  



  



  



  



  

Tech Assisting

● Being able to help others with their 
tech problems.

● Being able to assist remotely and 
see what's going on (or not going 
on).



  

Tech Assistance

● Skype FJ - audio
● Teamviewer FJ - video

● vs GoToMyPC, pcAnywhere or 
LogMeIn



  



  



  

Protection

● Anti-virus
● Firewall
● Spam/Adware
● Clean-up/Remove
● Backup/Restore



  

Protection - Antivirus

● Avast FJ

● Avira AntiVir
● AVG (2012) **

● vs Microsoft Security Essentials
● vs Norton or McAfee



  

Protection - Firewall

● ZoneAlarm
● ComodoFJ

● OnLine Armor

● vs Microsoft's firewall 
● vs BitDefender/F-Secure



  

Protection – Spam/Spyware/Malware

● MalwareBytes FJ

● SuperAntiSpyware FJ

● vs Ad-aware, or products included 
with paid versions



  

Protection – Clean Up/Removal & 
Information Gathering

● Revo Uninstaller FJ/Advanced 
Uninstaller Pro 

● vs MicroSoft's Add/Remove

● Ccleaner FJ

● SIW (system information for windows) 
FJ

● Belarc FJ



  



  



  



  



  



  



  

Protection – Backup/Restore

● SyncBack FJ – files

● EaseUS To-Do FJ – image
● Macrium Reflect FJ – image
● vs Norton Ghost or Acronis True 

Image



  



  

Productivity

● Text documents, spreadsheets, 
presentations

● Web browsing, e-mail, calendar
● PDF readers
● Graphics/Drawing



  

Productivity – Text documents, 
Spreadsheet, Presentation

● Writer vs Word
● Calc vs Excel
● Impress vs Powerpoint 
● Base vs Access
● Scribus vs Publisher

LibreOffice FJ vs Microsoft 
Office



  



  



  



  



  



  

Productivity – Web browser, E-Mail

● Firefox FJ*/Chrome * vs Internet Explorer
● Thunderbird+Lightning FJ vs Outlook 
(client)

● Google Gmail/Calendar (web based) FJ

● Evernote FJ vs OneNote (information 
storage and retrieval)



  



  

Productivity – PDF readers

● FoxIt Reader/Nitro PDF */PDF-
XChange FJ 
  

● vs Adobe Reader



  



  



  



  

Productivity – PDF tools

● LibreOffice programs

● PDFsam- split and merge PDFs
● PDFill PDF Tools

 
● vs Adobe Acrobat



  

Productivity - Drawing

● LibreOffice Draw
● Photobie/Paint.Net
● vs MS Paint

● Inkscape FJ 
● vs Illustrator/CorelDraw



  



  



  



  



  

Graphics

● Viewers
● Editors
● Organizers/Managers
● Screen Capturing



  

Graphics - Viewer

● FastStone Image Viewer FJ

● Photoscape
● ViewNX (from Nikon)
● Irfanview

● VisiPics (duplicate finder)



  



  



  



  



  



  

Graphics – Photo Editor

● G.I.M.P. ** vs 
Photoshop/PaintShopPro FJ

● Photoscape/FastStone/ViewNX
● Photobie/Paint.Net



  



  



  



  



  

Graphics - Organizer

● Zoner Photo Studio **

 vs IDImager FJ / Corel After-Dark

● XnView

● Picasso



  



  



  



  

Graphics – Screen Capture

● Gadwin/Greenshot FJ/Screenshot 
Capture **

● vs SnagIt



  



  



  

Multimedia

● Playing
● Editing/Recording
● Creating/Duplicating



  

Multimedia - Player

● VLC FJ vs Windows Media Player
● Quicktime Alternative
● Realtime Alternative



  



  

Multimedia – Editing/Recording

● Audacity FJ  - audio editing vs ??
● Avidemux ** - video editing vs 

Pinnacle/Adobe
● Movie Maker 2.6 FJ vs Movie 

Maker Live or Adobe Premier 
Elements



  



  



  



  

Multimedia - Creating/Duplicating

● CD BurnerXP ** 

/ImgBurn/InfraRecorder FJ  

vs Nero/Rixio



  



  



  



  



  



  



  

That's about it!

Are there others?  -  Yes

Check out:

www.techsupportalert.com 

for lots more recommendations for free software.

http://www.techsupportalert.com/


  

Thank you
for allowing me

to share my ideas on
“free software” with you, 

the



  

“Potomac Area 
Technology and 

Computer Society, Inc.”



  

● Please feel free to contact me with questions, 
comments, suggestions or even better -- more free 
software that you've found:

lccs.freejohn@gmail.com 

mailto:lccs.freejohn@gmail.com
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