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Principal's Report 

Community, 

I am pleased to announce that the tender process for the new playground has been completed.  I will be 

attending the final scope meeting shortly to sign off on the planned works.  It has been a long process, but 

I can assure you it is not for the want of trying to speed the process up.  When the works are completed, 

the shade structure will be built where the current four park chairs are.  This will complete the infrastruc-

ture program written in 2012.   

We are in the second year of our school planning phase.  As with 2015 the centre piece of the planning 

will be the outcomes achieved by our students. To assist this we will be continuing our commitment to L3 

(Language, Literacy and Learning).  I was so happy with the exit results for students who were involved 

with the program in 2015.  This year all K-2 staff will be participating in an intensive structured profession-

al learning program to re-enforce last year’s success and to continue to develop their teaching practice 

further.   

Stages 2 & 3 have a very exciting year ahead of them.  The teachers are programming collaboratively to 

ensure a continuity of instruction in Literacy and Numeracy.  Group work will be used to ensure students 

experience different teachers and teaching styles in all curriculum areas. Group work and moving classes 

to work with other students has a tremendously positive effect on their social development.  I am very 

much looking forward to seeing the progress throughout the year.   

Our school’s vision is still firmly rooted in developing the social and emotional capacity of every student.  

The teaching staff and executive are in the process of reviewing the award and certificate structure.  I will 

be informing you of the results and new directions in the near future. 

Just a quick reminder, that the best port of call when you have a concern is your child’s class teacher.  

They are more than willing to discuss progress and areas of concern.  More often than not the issue can 

be resolved in a cordial meeting.  Please contact the office if required and the respective teacher will con-

tact you as soon as possible to arrange a time or organise a phone interview.  

Don’t forget that our two primary portals for school information are our website and SKOOLBAG App. I 

understand that the App has had some issues, however, the executive have made the decision to persist 

with the App after assurances from the developers that the consistency of service 

will be improved.  

Kindest regards, 

Glenn O’Neill 

mailto:mtkuringga-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au


                           ICAS DATES 2016 

Digital Technologies          17 May  

Science      31 May  

Writing      14 June 

Spelling      15 June 

English      2 August 

Mathematics     16 August 

 

Closing date for all ICAS testing is 5 April 2016. Please pay money to the front office. 

 

MKPS School Parliament 

 

MKPS School Parliament is being trialed in 2016. As a staff, we believe that creating a 
School Parliament to replace the existing SRC (Student Representative Council), will be a 
great opportunity for our student leaders to learn about and experience parliamentary pro-
cesses. They will be given opportunities to express their opinions and participate actively in 
decision making. Students will be encouraged to recognise the need for change and to 
make active and informed decisions. We believe it will also provide opportunities for leader-
ship, cooperation, confidence and self motivation.  

 

The cabinet will be filled by year 6 students. Due to the small size of MKPS, the official posi-
tions will vary from year to year. Each class will elect two Members of Parliament to repre-
sent them at the fortnightly meetings.  

 

Our school parliament will be up and running as soon as our class representatives are voted 
in later this week. Badges will be presented at our school assembly on Wednesday 9

th
 

March.  

 



 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

            2016 
Monday 7 March 

Stewart House Clothes bags to be returned to  
school 

 

Wednesday 9 March 

Zone Swimming Carnival 

 

Thursday 10 March 

Circus Workshop K-6 

   ARE YOU IN YEAR 2 AND CATCH THE BUS ? 

If your child is in Year 3 in 2017 they will need to apply for a 

bus pass which you can obtain from the school office. 

CANTEEN NEWS 

Fridays Only 

Iceblocks   Drinks    Chips       on sale  



 
 
MUNCH AND CRUNCH 

As you all know, Munch and Crunch is a set time in our school where students ‘refuel’ on 
vegetables, salad and fruit and ‘rehydrate’ with water. Students who are not hungry and are 
well hydrated perform better in the classroom, show increased concentration, and are less 
likely to be irritable and disruptive.  

 
We see so many lovely varieties of fruits and vegetables in our classrooms on a daily basis 
but we are also noticing that some packaged fruits are coming in for Munch and Crunch. The 
emphasis is on fresh fruit and vegetables to promote healthy eating and encourage our 
students to try new foods. Please see the list below for the foods we will allow for Munch and 
Crunch.  

ALLOWED  

All fresh vegetables  

All fresh fruit  

Frozen vegetables and fruit without other additives such as sauces or coatings  

Tinned fruit in water or natural juice on limited occasions  

Tinned vegetables without sauces (preferably no added salt) on limited occasions  

Dried fruit in small amounts and on limited occasions  

Plain water  

NOT ALLOWED  

‘Fruit’ products (e.g. fruit leathers, fruit roll-ups, fruit straps)  

Fruit jams or jellies 
 
Tinned fruit in syrup  

Vegetable or potato crisps  

 
Flavoured and/or carbonated water  

Fruit or vegetable juices 
 

Fruit cordial 
 

Any drink other than plain water  



 School Yard Safari in Year 1 
(or as the kids call it – bug science!) 

 

Year 1 have been exploring and learning about different invertebrates that we 

have found around our schoool. Last week, the students had great fun building 

a worm farm and looking closely at earthworms using a magnifying glass. This 

week we have been learning all about the world of snails. Students have been 

watching videos, reading books and getting up close and personal with our 

class pet snails Slimey and Greedy Guts to learn more about them!  

 

By Cooper Jurotte 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 By Erin Kolbe 

 

 

 Alyssa and Andrew             

getting up close and 

personal with an 

earthworm 



Exploring for bugs!  

Come in and check out our work 
on display! 

 
Looking closely at snails 

to find out how they eat, 

move and protect them-

selves! 



 

 

Canteen News. 

Canteen Volunteers Required. 

The school canteen reopened for 2016 on Monday 1st February. The term 1 roster is cur-

rently full however we are always keen to have more volunteers on our books just in 

case anybody cannot make their particular day due to illness etc. 

It is also an ideal opportunity to join the team so you can see how the canteen works 

during the term. An extra pair of hands during one of the shifts will help the other volun-

teers, and help out our new volunteers in learning the ropes. 

The children love nothing better than seeing Mum or Dad up at the canteen helping out. 

It is also a wonderful way to get to know the other fantastic parents of Mt Kuring-gai 

Public School. 

The canteen is open on Monday and Thursday. This is only due to the wonderful com-

mitment of our volunteers. 

A canteen shift will run between approximately 9.00am – 1.00pm. For safety reasons we 

can’t allow younger siblings in the canteen area, so if you have younger children they 

will have to be cared for during your shift. 

If you think that this is a role for you, or would like to fill in, or you have any questions, 

please contact Abby West (Year 4 Mum) 0421 922 537 or abbywest1@bigpond.com. 

Menu. 

Please note the new menu for 2016 has now been launched. Please see the office for 

copies of the menu. Also, please note that one of our most popular items chicken nug-

gets are now 30c each The menu has just undergone a thorough review by the Dietician 

at the Healthy Kids Association. 

PLEASE ALSO NOTE:  

The children are also allowed to buy items over the counter from the volunteers during 

lunchtime. If you are concerned about what your child can purchase from the canteen or 

your child has any special dietary restrictions please do not hesitate to come and see 

me. This way I can let the canteen Mums know. 

  



 
 

ORDERING FROM THE CANTEEN. 

For all our new parents and children welcome to our wonderful school and the canteen. 

The canteen is open for lunch on Monday and Thursday for lunchtime only. We also have 

special fun food days scheduled throughout the year and details of these special food days 

are provided well before the event. Canteen menus are available from the office or the 

canteen. 

If your child wishes to order from the canteen, the process is very simple, with the follow-

ing steps to be followed: 

1. Select the desired items from the canteen menu. 

2. Write your child’s name and class on a bag (or one of the reusable bags), together 

with the items required for the lunch order, and the required money placed inside 

the bag. 

3. Place the order in the lunch order bin outside the canteen before 9.30am. 

4. Your child’s lunch will then be prepared by the canteen volunteers and then placed in 

their class basket for delivery at lunchtime. 

SUSHI DAYS. 

Our very popular Sushi Days will be continuing in 2016. The sushi for your child must be 

pre-ordered by the Thursday of the week prior to Sushi Day (see the dates below). The su-

shi will be delivered to your child’s class for lunch on the designated Sushi Days. Therefore, 

for all our new parents there will be no need to send lunch for your child on this day.  

Numerous flyers will be displayed throughout the school (eg: outside the canteen) detail-

ing the types of sushi available and yes, please feel free to customise your order if the fre-

quently ordered flavours do not suit your child’s taste. All you will need to do is write your 

order on a brown paper bag or your reusable lunch order bag place the correct money in 

the bag (the cost of the sushi is $3.00 per sushi roll) and then place it in the sushi order bin 

outside the canteen or in the office. 

Sushi Orders Due    Sushi Served for Lunch. 

Week 5                 Week 6 

Thursday 25th February     Friday 4th  March 

Week 8       Week 10 

Thursday 17th March     Friday 1st April *Due to Good Friday. 



                                                                          CLOTHING POOL 2016    

Dear Parents I Carers, 

Please find attached an order form to allow you to order clothing pool items online. 

Orders will be accepted via email using the attached spreadsheet ONLY, and must be paid for by 

direct deposit, before items will be delivered to your child's classroom. Orders should be emailed 

to  mkpsclothing@hotmail.com 

Orders may be emailed at any time. All orders received AND PAID FOR by 6pm Tuesday, will be 

delivered to your child's classroom on Wednesday. Money must be received into the Clothing 

Pool Bank Account, or an email of your transfer advice may be sent to  

 mkpsclothing@hotmai l.com , before orders will be delivered . 

The Clothing Pool bank account details are: 

Account Name: Mt Kuring-gai Public School P & C Association 

BSB: 633-000 

Account Number: 156 311 540 

 

Please use the Reference:  " *Surname* Clothing" 

 

Goods will be accepted for refund / exchange if they are not worn, and returned in the 

original packaging, within 30 days of purchase. Once a garment has been washed, it is con-

sidered second hand and may not be returned. 

 

Please email mkpsclothing@hotmail.com  if you have any queries. 

 

Regards 

 

Cathy Beckett 

mailto:mkpsclothing@hotmail.com
mailto:mkpsclothing@hotmail.com


Community Notice Board 

 

      YOGA 

              Would  you like to know how to relax and exercise 

peacefully  

       COME AND  TRY YOGA 

      IN THE SCHOOL HALL THURSDAY’S AT 

LUNCH   YEARS  3-6  First session is free. 









 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL SPECIAL BUS SERVICES 

 

Mount Kuring-Gai Public School 

T:  9457 9088 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(L) Bus turns Left (R) Bus turns Right 

Routes in Italic refer to public bus services  

BUS NO. TIME MORNING BUS ROUTE 
  
  

  
8071 

  
  

08:58 

From Hookhams Corner via  Pacific Highway (L) Beryl, Oxley to loop, then return Ox-

ley, Beryl Ave (L) Red Cedar Drive (L) Foxglove Road (R) Lancelot Street (L) Excelsior 

Road to Arthurs Circle, returning Excelsior Road (L) Pacific Highway (R) over Pacific 

Highway Bridge, Church Street (R) Low Street (R) King Street (R) Leeming Street. 

(09:23} 

BUS NO. TIME AFTERNOON BUS ROUTE 
  
  

9038 

  

  
15:40 

To Mt Colah Loops & Hookhams Corner Via (L) Church Street (L) Pacific Highway 

(R) Excelsior Road, Arthurs Circle, return Excelsior (R) Lancelot Street (L) Foxglove 

Road (R) Red Cedar Drive (R) Beryl Avenue to Oxley Drive loop return via (L) Red Cedar 

(R} Foxglove to Pacific Highway then (R) Pacific Highway to Hookhams Corner (16:05} 

 

 

Your local club………….. 

              Mount Co-

lah Football Club 

Inc. 

 

Girls Only Teams U8-U18 

Junior Teams U6-U18 

FREE Pre-season Skills Clinic U6-U11 (Term 1) 

Qualified Coaches 

Mums and Dads can play too………. 

Men’s & 

Women’s All 


