
  PROGRESSIVE ERA/IMPERIALISM APUSH TEST 

1) Teddy Roosevelt can best be described as  

a) A reluctant imperialist 

b) An administrative president who was reluctant to lead 

c) A trust regulator and aggressive imperialist 

d) A weak leader with a small ego 

e) None of the above 
 

2) Upton Sinclair’s The Jungle 

a) Is an example of yellow journalism 

b) Decreased regulation of the meat packing industry 

c) Is an example of muckraking 

d) Was written during the Antebellum time period 

e) None of the above 

 

3) Which piece of legislation is incorrectly matched? 

a) Sherman Anti-Trust Act- first act to regulate industry 

b) Hepburn Act-fixed prices for RR’s to make them just and reasonable 

c) Elkins Act- curb price discrimination 

d) Pure Food and Drug Act- Truth in labeling 

e) All are correct 

 

4) The Progressive Era 

a) Was led by women because of their heart to create social change 

b) Was guided by the Social Gospel-Christians had an obligation to change government for the better 

c) Was the general idea that government could create positive change for society 

d) Encompassed issues from a broad range of society 

e) All are correct 

 

5) Booker T. Washington 

a) Believed in immediate equality of African Americans on the political, economic, and social level 

b) Founded the NAACP and Niagra Movement 

c) Believed that economic success  and practical education were the precursors to social equality 

d) Had the same general idea as W.E.B. Dubois about equality for blacks 

e) None are correct 

 

6) Foreign policy under TR 

a) Used intimidation of the Great White Fleet to become an international power 

b) Used moral diplomacy to make America an imperial power 

c) Used dollar diplomacy to make America an imperial power 

d) Grew because the United States Marine Corps grew to its largest level in history 

e) Shrank due to WWI 

 

7) Teddy Roosevelt’s Square Deal 

a) Focused on land, labor, capital, and technology 

b) Focused on Trust regulating, RR regulation, Consumer Protection, and Conservation 

c) Focused on Relief, Recovery, and Reform 

d) Focused on decreasing taxes on the rich 

e) None are correct 

 

8) The 16
th

 amendment introduced the 

a) Direct election of Senators 

b) Progressive income tax 

c) Women’s suffrage 

d) Abolition of slavery 

e) Prohibition 

 



9) By creating the Bull Moose Party, Teddy Roosevelt 

a) Assured Wilson’s election as President 

b) Strengthened the Republican Party 

c) Weakened the Democratic Party 

d) Created the 2 party system 

e) Assured that no one would ever run again as a 3
rd

 party candidate 

 

10) Woodrow Wilson 

a) Became elected because of the split of the Republican party 

b) Was actually more progressive than TR 

c) Was elected 2 terms 

d) Reduced the tariff and governed under the first income tax 

e) All are correct 

 

11) TR got his reputation as a trust buster 

a) By acquiescing to big business 

b) Undeservedly because he was more of a trust regulator 

c) Because he believed that all trusts were bad 

d) By collaborating with J.P. Morgan and Northern Securities 

e) None are correct 

 

12) Taft’s presidency can best be described as 

a) Aggressive foreign policy and an ardent trust buster 

b) A decrease in progressivism when compared to TR 

c) A leader in legislation and supporter of the common man 

d) All are correct 

e) None are correct 

 

13) Roosevelt   

a) Used Executive order more than any President in history to circumnavigate Congress 

b) Used the Presidential veto more than any president in history 

c) Was reluctant of the media and did not like photo ops 

d) Was the first President to live in the executive mansion 

e) Had a bland personality and was not personable 

 

14) As a conservationist 

a) Used the executive privilege over 1000 times to set aside land for national parks 

b) Set aside over 150 million acres of virgin land as a national reserve 

c) Signed the Newlands Act which provided money for irrigation 

d) Appointed Gifford Pinchot as head of the U.S. Forest Service 

e) All are correct 

 

15) Paternalism was  

a) A justification for trust busting 

b) A justification for building a strong Navy 

c) A justification for imperialism 

d) A justification for nationalism 

e) A justification for militarism 

 

16) Historians can argue that TR would have been 

a) a Democrat in domestic policy 

b) A Republican internationally and militarily 

c) Used the oval office as a bully pulpit 

d) Ruled by his conscience and not opinion polls 

e) All could by arguments 

 

 

 



17) The Panama Canal was  

a) Completed under TR 

b) Was built for the benefit of  Panamanians living in Columbia 

c) Was constructed in part because TR manufactured an independence movement by Panamanians living in 

Columbia 

d) Was a great humanitarian effort to increase worldwide trade 

e) All are correct 

 

18) ________of cargo was transported by train during his presidency, therefore TR took down the monopoly Northern 

Securities owned by ____________. 

a) 50%, Rockefellar 

b) 90%, JP Morgan 

c)  25%, JP Morgan 

d) 90%, Carnegie 

e) 75%, Gates 

 

19) Strikes preceding the Progressive Era 

a) Caused a decrease in union membership due to their violent nature 

b) Caused the government to side with unions 

c) Were a result of unfair labor practices 

d) Were rare because Captains of industry like Andrew Carnegie provided fair wages for immigrant laborers 

e) Decreased because of socialist immigrant ideology  

 

20) The Progressive Era saw a/an 

a) Increase in political machines 

b) Lower tariffs, regulation in business, and laws protecting children from working in factories 

c) A decrease in women’s rights and tangible gains for African Americans in equality 

d) Increase in the power of single business owners who consolidate businesses and eliminated competition 

e) None are correct 

 

21) The Payne Aldrich Tariff  

a) Angered Progressives because it raised tariffs on most imports 

b) Occurred under Wilson 

c) Pleased TR 

d) Was the highest protective tariff in history 

e) Was an example of Taft carrying out campaign promises 

 

22) Under Woodrow Wilson the Clayton Anti-Trust Act 

a) Strengthened the Sherman Anti-Trust Act 

b) Undermined the Progressive movement 

c) Helped strengthen monopolies 

d) Gave subsidies to farmers to keep production down and prices up 

e) None are correct 

 

23) NAWSA  

a) Helped women gain equal pay for equal work 

b) Integrated the armed forces 

c) Helped women gain the 19
th

 amendment 

d) Helped increase women’s role in Congress 

e) None are correct 

 

24) A progressive reform known as ____________gave voters the right to “fire” elected officials before their term 

expired. 

a) Initiative 

b) Referendum 

c) Recall 

d) Municipality 

e) Utility 



 

25) The Progressive Era bought about change by 

a) Influential literature and investigative reporting 

b) Congressional Action 

c) Presidential Activism 

d) Local, state, and national movements 

e) All are correct 

 

26) Yellow journalism led to direct American involvement in Cuba by  

a) Creating the battle cry “Remember the Alamo” 

b) Created the nationalistic motto “Remember the Maine, to hell with Spain” 

c) Exposing social evils such as hideous working conditions in meat packing factories 

d) Showing how the impoverished lived in a photo book  

e) Taking on the unfair business practices of captains of industry 

 

27) Which is true about the Spanish American War? 

a) It was unpopular with the masses 

b) It was a one front war 

c) Most of the casualties actually occurred in the Philippines 

d) Did not involve atrocities on native populations 

e) Americans were seen as liberators  

 

28) William McKinley  

a) Can best be viewed as the first progressive president 

b) Can best be viewed as a reluctant imperialist 

c) Was respected and admired by TR 

d) Was the hero of the Spanish American War 

e) Was a Democrat at heart 

 

 

29) The Presidents that followed the Civil War and preceded the Progressive Era were 

a) Happy to let Congress set the legislative agenda 

b) Were icons in American history for their visionary leadership 

c) All Democrats 

d) Marked by integrity and lack of scandal 

e) All assassinated by anarchists 

 

30) The White Man’s Burden as expressed in Rudyard Kipling’s poem can be summarized best by which statement? 

a)  American should decrease its role in foreign policy 

b) Americans should bring equality to women and African Americans 

c) Americans should become more progressive domestically 

d) Americans had a moral obligation to civilize  and Christianize other ppl groups that are not WASP’s 

e) None are correct 

 

31) Which is incorrect about imperialism? 

a) The least industrialized countries took over other countries 

b) The U.S. began to imperialize because Manifest Destiny was fulfilled 

c) Social Darwinism was a justification 

d) The need for raw materials was a justification 

e) All are correct 

 

32) The acronym TAFT exemplifies that 

a) Taft was his own man in terms of foreign and domestic policy 

b) Taft was a mere pawn of TR 

c) TR was more effective as a Progressive after his presidency by his influence of Taft 

d) Taft was more active in trust busting than TR 

e) Woodrow Wilson was a reluctant imperialist  

 



33) Which is correct chronologically? (Time periods in history-earliest to latest) 

a) Reconstruction, Antebellum, Gilded Age, Progressive Era 

b) Antebellum, Reconstruction, Gilded Age, Progressive Era 

c) Progressive Era, Antebellum, Gilded Age, Antebellum 

d) Reconstruction, Gilded Age, Antebellum, Progressive Era 

e) None are correct 

 

34) The Federal Reserve Act which established the bank of all banks for the United States occurred under whose 

administration? 

a) U.S. Grant 

b) Grover Cleveland 

c) William Jennings Bryan 

d) Teddy Roosevelt 

e) None are correct 

 

35) The Keating Owens Act 

a) Made the 8 hr. workday part of American culture 

b) Outlawed child labor 

c) Provided equal work for equal pay for women 

d) Integrated the armed forces 

e) Segregated schools 

 

 

36) The question “Does citizenship follow the flag?” 

a) Pertained to territories the U.S. acquired through imperialism 

b) Applied to Native Americans and Americanization of their culture 

c) Applied to newly admitted states in the West  

d) Was answered with a resounding yes 

e) None are correct 

 

37) TR’s _____________________was an addition to the ________________.  

a) Hepburn Act, ICC 

b) Pure Food and Drug Act, Truth in Labeling Act 

c) Payne Aldrich Tariff, Smoot Hawley Tariff 

d) Roosevelt Corollary, Monroe Doctrine 

e) None are correct 

 

38)  Which type of diplomacy is incorrectly matched? 

a) George Washington-Isolationist 

b) Teddy Roosevelt-Big Stick Diplomacy 

c) Woodrow Wilson-Pacifism 

d) William Howard Taft-Dollar Diplomacy 

e) All are Correct 

 

39) Which of the following events did not occur during the American Imperialism period? 

a) Annexation of Texas 

b) Annexation of Hawaii 

c) Spanish American War 

d) Open Door Policy 

e) Panama Canal 

 

40) Many of the Progressive ideas were born out of an agrarian movement called? 

a) Populism 

b) Imperialism 

c) Nationalism 

d) Abolitionism 

e) Great Awakening 

 



41) Who was not a member of the Anti-Imperialist League? 

a) William Jennings Bryan 

b) Andrew Carnegie 

c) Woodrow Wilson 

d) A and B 

e) B and C 

 

42) Why did Teddy Roosevelt incite an insurrection with Panamanians in Columbia? 

a) Because many birds of passage living in Panama were American natives 

b) Because Columbia did not want to sale the land to the U.S. 

c) Because he believed in a paternalistic role for central Americans 

d) Because he believed that is Hawaii was annexed without bloodshed, Panama could be too 

e) None are correct 

 

43) Teddy Roosevelt and Coach Anthony share what attributes? 

a) Lover of the outdoors 

b) T-Totaler while addicted to coffee 

c) Personality on roids 

d) Patriotic to a fault 

e) All of the above 

 

44) As the Progressive Era came to an end, 

a) The U.S. had fixed all of its social problems 

b) Most Americans had lost interest in improving society 

c) Many social tensions and concerns remained unsolved 

d) The U.S. had solved racial inequalities 

e) The U.S. saw no improvement to their social problems 

 

45) Settlement houses like Jane Adams Hull House  

a) Were often founded by captains of industry 

b) Were one of the last examples of social work in American history 

c) Strengthened the cult of domesticity 

d) Granted women suffrage 

e) Provided social welfare programs like boardinghouses for immigrants, taught social skills, and provided medicine 

and childcare to women 

 

46) Why was the death of McKinley such a monumental event in American history? 

a) Because TR’s staying the course with McKinley’s domestic and imperialistic policies 

b) Because TR’s major break from McKinley’s laissez-faire domestic policies and McKinley’s reluctant imperialism 

c) Because TR was the first and only 3
rd

 party candidate to run for office 

d) Because TR believed in strict adherence to the Constitution 

e) Because TR was completely ineffective as a lawmaker 

 

47) In the Supreme Court case Plessy V. Ferguson 

a) Separate but equal was overturned 

b) Separate but equal was established and would be law until Brown V. BOE 

c) The federal government sided with big business 

d) The Federal government sided with labor 

e) A and B 

 

48) The “splendid little war” refers to  

a) The ease in which the United States obtained the Philippines 

b) The short length and lack of American casualties in the Cuban theater of the Spanish American War 

c) The military preparedness of the U.S. on the eve of WWI 

d) The propaganda war that the U.S. won through yellow journalism 

e) None are correct 

 

 



49)   W.E.B Dubois  

a) Believed in the immediate equality of African Americans 

b)  Believed in the developing the Talented 10
th

 

c) Was the first African American to receive a PHD from Harvard 

d) Criticized Booker T. Washington’s accepting the “alleged inferiority of the Negro” 

e) All are correct 

 

50) The American Federation of Labor was organized by 

a) Different crafts as opposed to the Knights of Labor 

b) All members of any type of labor 

c) Race, sex, and religion 

d) Region of the country 

e) Age group 

 

51) When comparing Populism and Progressivism 

a) Progressivism had a longer lasting impact 

b) Progressivism was more mainstream 

c) Neither Populist or Progressives were inclusive of African Americans or immigrants 

d) Progressivism appealed to rural and city people 

e) All are correct 

52) When comparing TR,Taft, and Wilson 

a) Taft was the most liberal 

b) Wilson was the least progressive and greatest imperialist 

c) While Teddy Roosevelt was the least progressive, he was the greatest imperialist 

d) Taft was not as much of an expansionist as TR or Wilson (even ) 

e) None are correct 

53) When comparing the actions of the Spanish to Cubans, 

a) The U.S. treated the Filipino people with respect 

b) The U.S. tried the starve, rape, and murder the Filipino into submission  

c) The U.S. was relatively humane when it came to the treatment of Filipino people except for women 

d) The U.S. was not influenced by jingoism, paternalism, or racism in the Phillipines 

e) None are correct 

54) Which work of literature is INCORRECTLY matched? 

a) The Jungle- unclean working conditions, impure food-resulted in Pure Food and Drug Act 

b) Frederick Jackson Turner’s Frontier Thesis- Manifest Destiny is complete, time to expand 

c) Alfred T. Mahan-The Influence of Sea Power Upon History 

d) Joseph Pulitzer-How the Other Half Lives 

e) None are correctly matched 

55) Political machines 

a) Resulted in municipal government corruption including kickbacks and bribes 

b) Were prevalent in big cities, the most famous which was the Tweed Ring 

c) Traded votes for jobs 

d) Existed during the Gilded Age 

e) All are correct 

MATHCING PERIODS 

A) Gilded Age B) Populism C) Progressivism D) B and C E) None 

 

56) Presidents Garfield, Arthur, Cleveland 

57) Agrarian Movement that became a political movement, party that died out due to lack of inclusiveness 

58) Liberal grass roots movements that developed into political parties 

59)  13
th

, 14
th

, 15 Amendments-Impeachment of Andrew Johnson for violation of the Office of Tenure Act 

60) Conservation, Trust Regulation, Child Labor Laws, Muckraking 

 

 



PRESIDENTIAL MATCHING 

A) Grover Cleveland B) Woodrow Wilson C) Teddy Roosevelt D) William Howard Taft E) None of the Above 

 

61) Became president as a result of the Compromise  of 1877 

62) Moral Diplomacy, Involved the U.S. in Mexican Revolution, Closet Racist 

63) The most moderate of the Progressive Era Presidents, Dollar Diplomacy 

64) Leader of the Rough Riders, Big Stick Diplomacy, Square Deal 

65) Gilded Age President, Only president to serve in non-consecutive terms 

66) 16
th

 amendment comes into law, Federal Reserve Created 

67) Elkins Act, Hepburn Act, Pure Food and Drug Act, Meat Inspection Act 

68) Mann Elkins Act, Panye Aldrich Tariff, Fired Gifford Pinchot 

69) Leader of the Bull Moose Party, Got the second most electoral votes in the Election of 1912 

70) Leader of the Niagra Movement, Harvard Educated (PHD), immediate equality for African Americans 

 


