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 First, I want to thank those brothers and sisters who have consistently reached out to members of the Zion Hill fam-

ily who have undergone some of the more serious challenges of life – sickness, financial difficulty, family turmoil, bereave-

ment and the like.  Your concern expressed through contacts, prayers and other forms of assistance have made a significant 

difference in the on-going survival and recovery of our fellow followers of the faith.  Operating in this manner demonstrates 

your commitment to the ways of Jesus the Christ, who spent his earthy ministry serving the needs of others in distress.  We, 

indeed, look a lot more like him when we act like this. 

 And we need to act like this – show mutual care – because all of us, at some point, need help when we encounter 

various hardships.  Each of us experiences turbulent seasons of hurt, sorrow, frustration, setback, or complication that seem 

greater than our capacity to handle alone.  Therefore, I am urging those who have not yet shouldered the responsibility of 

showing care and concern for another to do so, and to do so regularly.  For those who have already made such a commit-

ment, I say by all means continue.  Remember, the word that you speak may the one that saves someone from falling over 

the cliff of despair.  The aid that you provide may come just in time to prevent a major disaster.  On some occasions, your 

mere presence can supply the necessary strength to travel through a terrible storm of chaos and confusion.  We may not 

always realize how one small, sincerely offered gesture can go a long way in the deliverance of a troubled sister or brother.   

 This is the kind of atmosphere we want to maintain and spread more generously here at Zion Hill.  Hence, let us do 

all we can to make every family member feel like a family member.  In doing so, we adhere to the admonition that the Apos-

tle Paul issued to the believers in first century Rome, which says: “Love should be shown without pretending…. Love each 

other like the members of your family.  Be the best at showing honor to each other…. Contribute to the needs of God’s 

people…. Be happy with those who are happy, and cry with those who are crying.  Consider everyone as equal…” (12:9-16, 

Common English Bible).   

 We might also get a sense of this mutually caring atmosphere in the third stanza of John Fawcett’s 18th century hymn 

entitled “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”.  It asserts: 

 
We share each other’s woes 

Each other’s burdens bear 

And often for each other flows 

The sympathizing tear 

 
 Be blessed, brothers and sisters. 

 
Pastor Parker  

http://www.zionhill.org
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2017 Rites of Passage  
 

 

 

 

 

“When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became an adult I put 
an end to childish ways.”  I Corinthians 13:11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us for this celebratory ceremony marking the official acceptance of the transformation of the youth 
(ages 13-18 years old) from childhood to young adulthood.  This celebration marks the culmination of the 2017 

Rites of Passage program for females (KENTAKE) and males (ADIGUN NKOSI).  With this ceremony, the gradu-
ates’ journey as young adults begins! 

 
Join us in recognizing their diligence and commitment to completing the Rites of Passage 2017 twelve-week pro-

gram.  Bring your family and friends to witness this outstanding memorable ceremony. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

2017 OUKUMO  
Ministry Leader Participation Request 

 

This year, 2017, Zion Hill will honor 51 graduates of the Rites of Passage Program at OUKUMO, the closing cele-
bration, on Sunday, November 12, 2017 at 5:00 p.m.  We request the honor of your ministry’s participation in 
the “Prayer for Confirmation” during the OUKUMO Rituals.  Please call or drop by the church office to leave 
the name of the person who will represent your organization by Sunday, November 5, 2017.   

Afro-Centric attire welcomed! 

OUKUMO 
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T hat was the theme of this year’s Sen-

ior, Sick and Shut-In occasion that 

was held on Saturday September 30, 2017.  As 

hosts of the annual event, members of the Deacon-

ess and Matrons Ministries gathered a little before 

the 1:00 pm start time to address and/or complete 

any last-minute details in anticipation of the glori-

ous time to come.   

Each year generates a certain degree of ex-

citement among those who work hard to bring it all 

together.  This  year however was just 

a little more special.  This year’s cele-

bration was the first one to be held in 

the brand-new Love Center at Zion 

Hill.  It hearkened back to ‘the good 

old days’ when the fellowship was held 

on Saturday instead of Sunday; when 

the atmosphere was more conducive to personal 

interaction not afforded the senior, sick and shut-in 

attendees during a Sunday service; the days when 

the occasion included a nice sit-down dinner, per-

haps some nice gospel music, an opportunity to tes-

tify to God’s goodness and of course an inspired 

and inspiring message.  (Not since we left the Lyn-

hurst location, had we provided this format.) 

The afternoon has always been planned to 

recognize and honor those seniors and physically or 

medically challenged members who are unable to 

attend service on a regular basis or as often as they 

would like to. As the invited guests arrived, they 

were signed in, presented with their name badges 

and directed to the simply yet beautifully decorated 

Fellowship Hall to take their seats.   

Following the Call to Worship by Deaconess 

Jettie Wilkes, spirits were lifted during a rousing 

devotion led by our dynamic Deacons. After Dea-

coness Marilyn Carter delivered a warm welcome, 

Sis. Wanda Cooley and her mother Sis. Maria Coo-

ley blessed our souls as they ministered a foot 

stomping rendition of an old favor-

ite “By and By”. Grateful believers 

shared testimonies of how God can, 

God will and God did! The inspira-

tional message was given by our own 

illustrious Pastor Parker, the text was 

from the 27th Psalm, verse 5 and 

titled “Hiding Place” after which we partook of The 

Lord’s Supper. Everyone was encouraged in God’s 

Word having been assured of His Love for us and 

that He daily watches over us! Once the benediction 

was given, the Zion Hill Culinary Ministry did what 

they do best!  Having taken full advantage of our 

new state-of-the art kitchen facilities, the almost 

200 guests that came out were served a feast defi-

nitely fit for the occasion.   

Everyone departed spiritually and physically 

satisfied.  Food, Fellowship and Fun in the Lord was 

the goal.   That goal was attained and as before, 

“…we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us;  

and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.” I John 1:3 

 

 

“Coming Together in Love and Fellowship”  
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we’ll start looking towards next year as we continue 

to reach out and share God’s love with our broth-

ers and sisters.  

Special thanks to Pastor Parker for his Lead-

ership and support for the occasion; Sis. Aretha 

Ragland and the Beautification Ministry for the dec-

orations; Chef Jacques and the Culinary Ministry 

for the delicious meal; Bro. Joseph Sims and the 

Mighty Men Ushers Ministry for their assistance 

with moving the disabled members; Bro. Keverth 

Carmichael of the Bus Ministry; Bro. Ron Coleman 

of the Photography Ministry for capturing it all in 

pictures and the Office Staff and Facilities Staff for 

their support.  And of course, the Deacons, Dea-

coness and Matrons are commended for their con-

tinued Leadership in this special event this year and 

in years past. 

Deaconess Sandra Baylis 

“Living to Love and Loving to Serve”. 
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SIS Women’s Ministry “Night of Hope“  

Focuses on Faith and Healing 

Evening Kicks off Cancer Awareness Weekend 

SISters Felecia Church and Sandi Abbo 

T he Zion Hill Sisters in Sync (SIS) Women’s Min-

istry “Night of Hope” began with a show of 

solidarity among cancer survivors and SISters who have 

been praying for the healing of those who are still on 

their journey through cancer.  SIS Ministry members 

opened the evening with prayer, praise and celebration 

with a “Procession of Crowns of Hope” featuring the 

colors of cancer most often found among African 

American women and men.   The annual evening ad-

hered to Pastor Aaron L. Parker Sr.’s admonition that 

we Tell Our Sacred Stories (T.O.S.S.). 

The evening’s featured speaker, Deacon Pat Smith, re-

called her “Sacred Story” as a cancer survivor who re-

lied on her faith in God along with the encouragement, 

support and prayers of her fellow members of ZHBC.  

Before telling the story of her battle with cancer, Dea-

con Smith cited three scriptures that helped her to per-

severe through a difficult and challenging journey,  

Psalm 61:2, Isaiah 26:3:4 and Psalm 46:1. 

Deacon Smith prefaced her story with a declaration that 

she is “strong and strong-willed and if you are going 

into a battle, you probably want to take me with you” 

She described herself as strong, however, she added, 

but Cancer.  She described Cancer’s similarities to Satan. 

They included’: 

Satan comes to steal, kill and destroy, so does can-

cer   

Satan is sneaky and shows up when you least expect 

or want him, so does cancer 

Satan will change you into someone you’re not 

used to being, so does cancer  

Satan will steal your joy and peace, but we have a 

God who is greater than Satan is. 

Deacon Smith described her diagnosis of an aggressive 

breast cancer (Ductal Carcinoma Insitu) in 2016 as the 

result of a routine mammogram that ended in a life-

threatening diagnosis.  During her compelling presenta-

tion, Deacon Smith warned that many of us live with ill-

conceived and false notions of the origins of cancers.    

They include: 

I won’t get cancer if it doesn’t run in my family.  

She emphasized that “good” genes won’t deter-

mine whether you will battle cancer. 

Cancer doesn’t happen quickly.  Deacon Smith com-

pared her clean mammogram in 2015 to a diag-

nosis of an aggressive Stage 3 cancer in 2016. 

I’m post-menopausal, so my chances of getting can-

cer are reduced.  Deacon Smith quoted facts 

that demonstrate that older women are more at 

risk, and African American women are at even 

greater risk with cancer diagnosis rates at al-

most double the rate of Caucasian women. 

Deacon Smith described her yearlong journey as one of 

challenge and encouragement.  She illustrated the out-

pouring of love and support from friends, family, ex-

tended family and her fellow ZHBC members as 

“tremendous” and that a strong support system and an 

advocate are needed for any individual enduring the 

challenges of cancer and treatment.  

 However, when she was alone, Deacon Smith says she 

wrestled with the questions of: “Where does my faith 

fit into all of this in the face of this life threatening 

challenge?  Have I established the personal relationship 

with God that I previously claimed in light of my can-

cer diagnosis? She admitted that in the midnight hour, 

the answers were not so easy. To overcome those ques-
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tions, Deacon Smith recalled 2 Timothy 1:7; God does 

not give us the spirit of fear but of power, love, and a 

sound mind.   

Deacon Smith also remembered reading encouraging 

words urging a spirit of gratefulness.   She affirmed, 

“Gratefulness energizes you and gives you stamina. 

Gratefulness fights depression, “and she professed that 

gratefulness helped her through Chemotherapy, 30 

radiation treatments, and 3 additional months of a drug 

called Herceptin, all of which brought her into remis-

sion.   

As she continues to move forward, Deacon Smith ad-

vised all of us to “step into challenging situations and 

look for God’s Will.”   Most of all, she reminded us, 

“with God, we can face anything.”   

During her cancer challenge, Deacon Smith says God 

told her to serve and to share. Although she could not 

get out of the house because of her weakened immune 

system, she says He told her to pick up the phone in 

spite of bad days to encourage someone, to express 

her love to somebody, and do something in spite of 

her health challenges. 

 If you want to know more about Deacon Smith’s jour-

ney through cancer and her life, she invites you to ask.  

She says, “my life is an open book.”  As she prepared 

to close, Deacon Smith admitted that her cancer diag-

nosis “set her back on her heels” at the thought of a 

disease that could be terminal.  However, the experi-

ence taught her that life is terminal and we are all on 

that road. What we should remember is that God’s 

grace and mercy keep us. 

 At the end of their journey fighting cancer, Deacon 

Smith recalled that Emory patients must select a favor-

ite song, ring a bell and “bust a move” to encourage 

patients still undergoing difficult treatments.  Well, she 

did not “bust a move,” but Deacon Smith chose Victo-

ry Is Mine, but revised it slightly to tell the story of 

her victory over cancer through God’s grace and mer-

cy. 

On Saturday, October 7, 2017 The SIS Women’s Minis-

try hosted the Walk of Hope and Workshops of Hope.  

Members of ZHBC and the surrounding community 

came out and walked the ZHBC campus in support of 

the fight against all cancer in our entire community.  

We are offering a heartfelt thank you to every partici-

pant. We also extend a very special thank you to ZHBC 

Brother Joshua Menifee who came as a representative 

of the American Cancer Society with current cancer 

information, free t-shirts for all participants and much 

more.  

SIS Women’s Ministry also hosted the 2017 Workshops 

of Hope led by our very own Dr. Nanette Cook who 

shared current cancer medical information. Dr. Cook’s 

high energy and spot on presentation also dispelled 

many myths in our community surrounding cancer. She 

also answered many questions that were personal to 

participants. 

 

Sister Nyasha Bonner-Shakir from Grady Hospital led a 

workshop, which highlighted the positive connection of 

faith, believers and healing. We must keep God in the 

midst of our battle for victory over cancer. Science 

now supports this truth. Participants left the 2017 

Workshops of Hope informed, uplifted, encouraged 

and energized.  

Again, we want to offer a heartfelt thank you to every-

one who participated in the 2017 Weekend of Hope in 

any way.  ZHBC Family, we must share the words of 

truth, love and encouragement.  Cancer affects each of 

us. We are all in the fight for the cure of all cancers. 

Please mark your calendars to join us in our observance 

of Weekend of Hope 2018. 

Remember, if you are a woman and a member of Zion 

Hill, you are automatically a member of SIS. 
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November 1, – December 15, 2017 

Licensed certified marketplace brokers from the CAB Ministry will be taking applications for enrollment 

in affordable healthcare plans in the Love Center after each Sunday service. Take advantage of this free 

service beginning Nov. 5th and December 10th. 

These professionals are here to help you get the best affordable healthcare plan and prevent you from 

paying a penalty for not having coverage. Stop by the table after Sunday services to get more infor-

mation. 

 

Medicare Open Enrollment Period 

Just a reminder for Medicare recipients: The Open Enrollment Period began October 15, 2017 and con-
tinues through December 7, 2017. 

BIBLE FOR LIFE 

Join Pastor Parker on Wednesdays at 7:00 pm  

In the FELLOWSHIP HALL 

Series Title: 

Telling Our Sacred Story (TOSS) 

Prayer and Praise @ 6:30 pm 
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Sunday Mornings, Following 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM Services  
in the Chapel 

 

Calendar of Events – November through December 2017 

 
 

NOVEMBER   

12 Sunday Oukumo – Rites of Passage Closing Program (5:00 pm) 
14 Tuesday Revival—West Hunter Street Church 
22 Wednesday Noon Day Bible Class & Bible for Life (Recess) 
 

DECEMBER    

9 Saturday Annual Church Conference – Vision 2018 
17 Sunday Annual Christmas Program (8:00 am) 
17 Sunday The Message & the Music (10:30 am Service) 
19 Tuesday The School of Love, Learning & Service (Recess) 
20 Wednesday Noon Day Bible Class & Bible for Life (Recess) 
23 Saturday The School of Love, Learning & Service (Recess) 
24 Sunday Unity (Worship) Service (8:00 am service only) 
27 Wednesday Noon Day Bible Class & Bible for Life (Recess) 
30 Saturday The School of Love, Learning & Service (Recess) 
31 Sunday Unity (Worship) Service (9:30 am service only) 
31 Sunday Kwanzaa Celebration (8:00 pm) 
31 Sunday Liberation Eve Service (10:00 pm) 
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Thank You! 
To each contributor to this edition of the Liu 

— 

THANK YOU!! 

We want YOUR contributions! 

If your ministry has an event or news that you want mentioned, please leave your infor-

mation on a flash drive or other media in the Liu mailbox in the office or email to the 

church’s email address. We welcome all contributions: writing, story ideas, suggestions, 

digital photographs, artwork, letters, responses to our columns, reviews, etc. and look for-

ward to hearing from you. 

All material is subject to approval and editing.  ALL contributions must be in by the second 

Sunday of each month.  The Liu will be distributed once a month.  If you do not see your 

contribution in the current issue, it will appear in upcoming issues. 

 

CORRECTIONS 

We attempt to be accurate and balanced.  We apologize for any errors that occur and 

when notified we will print appropriate corrections.. 

6175 Campbellton Road SW 
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