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PSAT Critical Reading Practice Diagnostic Exam 

 

Please choose the best answer from among the choices given. 

1. The ______ sound of the radiator as it 
released steam became an increasingly 
annoying distraction. 
a. sibilant 
b. scintillating 
c. diverting 
d. sinuous 
e. scurrilous 

 

2. The teacher was dismissed for the 
______ act of helping his students cheat 
on the exam. 
a. steadfast 
b. meritorious 
c. unconscionable 
d. pristine 
e. fortuitous 

 

3. Standing on the ______, the preacher 
greeted the parishioners every Sunday 
morning. 
a. steeple 
b. pillar 
c. parvis 
d. manifestation 
e. sensor 

4. Arnie becomes so ______ when he 
talks about painting that it is hard not to 
be infected by his enthusiasm. 
a. laconic 
b. circuitous 
c. impertinent 
d. ardent 
e. recalcitrant 

 

5. The Boston Tea Party happened 
because the Americans believed the 
British tea taxes were ______ the rights 
of the colonists. 
a. trespassing 
b. reviling 
c. sublimating 
d. transgressing 
e. entreating 
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Questions 6-9 are based on the following passage. 
 
In the following passage, the author gives an account of the development of the Emancipation Proclamation, 
Abraham Lincoln’s 1863 executive order abolishing slavery in the Confederate States of America. 
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6. The passage suggests which of the following about Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation? 
a. Abolitionists did not support such an executive order. 
b. The draft proclamation was unanimously well-received by Lincoln’s cabinet. 
c. Congressional actions influenced Lincoln and encouraged him to issue it. 
d. The proclamation was not part of a military strategy. 
e. The first draft needed to be edited because Lincoln made numerous grammatical errors. 
 

7. The description of the reaction of Secretaries Seward and Welles to Lincoln’s draft proclamation in 
lines 13–16 is used to illustrate 
a. Lincoln’s lack of political acumen. 
b. that Lincoln’s advisors did not anticipate his plan. 
c. the incompetence of Lincoln’s advisors. 
d. Seward and Welles’ disappointment that Lincoln did not free all slaves at that time. 
e. that most members of Lincoln’s administration were abolitionists. 
 
8. In lines 26 and 27, qualified most nearly means 
a. adept. 
b. capable. 
c. certified. 
d. eligible. 
e. limited. 
 

9. The author’s attitude to the issuing of the Emancipation Proclamation is one of 
a. informed appreciation. 
b. reluctant admiration. 
c. ambiguous acceptance. 
d. conflicted disapproval. 
e. personal dislike. 
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Questions 10-17 are based on the following passage. 
 
The following passage explores the role of Chinese Americans in thenineteenth-century westward expansion of 
the United States, specificallytheir influence on the development of California. 
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10. The first paragraph (lines 1–14) of the passage serves what function in the development of the passage? 
a. provides an expert’s opinion to support the author’s thesis 
b. introduces the topic by describing general patterns 
c. compares common myths with historical facts 
d. draws a conclusion about the impact of Chinese immigration on the state of California 
e. condemns outdated concepts 
 
11. Which of the following best describes the approach of the passage? 
a. theoretical analysis 
b. historical overview 
c. dramatic narrative 
d. personal assessment 
e. description through metaphor 
 
12. Lines 15–20 portray Chinese immigrants as 
a. fortuitous. 
b. prideful. 
c. vigorous. 
d. effusive. 
e. revolutionary. 
 
13. The author cites the United States Constitution (lines 23–24) in order to 
a. praise the liberties afforded by the Bill of Rights. 
b. show that the government valued the contributions of its immigrants. 
c. imply that all American citizens are equal under the law. 
d. emphasize the importance of a system of checks and balances. 
e. suggest that it did not protect Chinese immigrants from discrimination. 
 
14. The word enterprise as it is used in line 33 most nearly means 
a. organization. 
b. corporation. 
c. industry. 
d. partnership. 
e. occupation. 
 
15. According to the passage, which of the following is NOT a contribution made by Chinese immigrants? 
a. worked land so that it would yield more crops 
b. performed dangerous work with explosives 
c. built roads and bridges 
d. purchased older mining claims and mined them 
e. dug storage areas for California wine 
 
16. In line 37 reclaiming most nearly means 
a. redeeming. 
b. protesting. 
c. objecting. 
d. approving. 
e. extolling. 
 
17. The last sentence (lines 46–49) in the passage provides a. an example supporting the thesis of the 
passage. 
a. an example supporting the thesis of the passage. 
b. a comparison with other historical viewpoints. 
c. a theory explaining historical events. 
d. a summary of the passage. 
e. an argument refuting the position taken earlier in the passage. 
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Questions 18-24 are based on the following passage. 
 
The selection that follows is based on an excerpt from the biography of a music legend. 
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18. In line 25, the word prototype most nearly means 
a. an original model. 
b. a Fender guitar. 
c. an amplifier-speaker combination. 
d. a computerized amplifier. 
e. top of the line equipment. 
 

19. Lines 16–20 indicate that 
a. country and blues guitarists didn’t need amplifiers. 
b. most musicians played louder than Dick Dale. 
c. a new kind of music was being created. 
d. Dick Dale needed a new guitar. 
e. the Stratocaster didn’t work for Dick Dale. 
 

20. In line 28, the word staccato most nearly means 
a. smooth and connected. 
b. loud. 
c. gently picking the guitar strings. 
d. abrupt and disconnected. 
e. peaceful. 
 

21. The title that best suits this passage is 
a. Dick Dale and the History of the Amplifier. 
b. The King of Heavy Metal. 
c. The Invention of the Stratocaster. 
d. Lansing and Fender: Making Music History. 
e. How Surf Music Got its Start. 
 

22. In line 14, unfazed most nearly means 
a. not moving forward. 
b. not in sequence. 
c. not bothered by. 
d. not ready for. 
e. not happy about. 
 
23. In line 41, scream machine indicates that 
a. the new transformer could handle very loud music. 
b. fans screamed when they heard Dale play. 
c. Dale’s guitar sounded like it was screaming. 
d. neighbors of the club screamed because the music was too loud. 
e. you couldn’t hear individual notes being played. 
 

24. All of the following can explicitly be answered on the basis of the 
passage EXCEPT 
a. Who invented the Stratocaster? 
b. Where did Dick Dale meet Leo Fender? 
c. What company made speakers for Dick Dale? 
d. Where did Ozzy Osbourne get his start as a musician? 
e. What do Dick Dale, Ozzy Osbourne, and Tony Iossa have in 
common? 
 
 
 

END 


