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Take the Practice Test  
Take the practice test on the following pages 
to become familiar with the kinds of questions 
(reading, writing and language, and math) on the 
PSAT/NMSQT. The test you take in the fall will 
contain the same four parts as this practice test: 
(1) reading questions, (2) writing and language 
questions, (3) math questions you cannot use a 
calculator on, and (4) math questions you can use 
a calculator on. 

Set aside about 2 hours and 45 minutes to take the 
entire test, and use the practice answer sheet on 
pages 3–6. Have your calculator available only for 
the Math Test – Calculator. After the test, check 
your answers to see how you scored. 

Get Credit for All You Know 
� Use a No. 2 pencil. 

� Follow instructions for marking your answers, 
particularly for the Math student-produced 
response questions. 

� Mark only one answer to each question. 

� Make dark marks and fill circles completely. 

� Erase completely if you change a response. 

Test-Taking Strategies 
Try these out when you take the practice test: 

� Focus on easy questions first. For each correct 
answer you receive one point, no matter how hard 
or easy the question is. Beware of careless errors 
on questions you know how to answer. 

� You don’t have to get every question right. 
You can do well even though you answer some 
questions incorrectly. 

� Work steadily. Don’t waste time on a question 
that is hard for you. If you cannot answer it, mark 
it in your test book and go on. Go back to it later if 
there is time. Use a watch to help with pacing. 

� It’s okay to guess, especially if you can eliminate 
some of the answers. You won’t lose any points if 
you guess incorrectly. 

� Mark your answers in the correct row of circles 
on the answer sheet. Be especially careful if you 
skip questions. 

� For math questions 14–17 and 28–31, first write 
your answer in the boxes above the circles, and 
then grid your answer accurately and as completely 
as the grid will accommodate. In the actual test, 
you must grid the correct answer in the circles to 
receive credit. If the incorrect circles are marked, the 
answer will be scored as incorrect, even if the right 
answer is given in the boxes. A common mistake is 
marking two circles in the same column, so be sure 
to double-check your grids. 

STANDARD TIMING 
Reading Test:  
Writing and Language Test:   

60 minutes 
35 minutes

  Math Test – No Calculator:       
  Math Test – Calculator:             

25 minutes
45 minutes 

SCORING 
Each correct answer:  
Wrong/blank answers:  

One point 
     No points lost 

GUESSING 
There is no penalty for wrong answers, so it 
makes sense to give the best answer you can to 
every question, even if it is just your best guess. 

MARKING ANSWERS 
Make sure each mark is dark and completely fills the circle. If you erase, do so completely. You may use 
the test book for scratch work, but for the actual test you will not receive credit for anything you write there. 

CHECKING ANSWERS 

collegeboard.org/psatscoring 

When you take the test, you may check your 
work on a particular section if you fi nish it 
before time is called, but you may not turn to 
any other section. 



 

  
  

    

               

Each passage or pair of passages below is followed by a number of questions. After reading 
each passage or pair, choose the best answer to each question based on what is stated or 
implied in the passage or passages and in any accompanying graphics (such as a table or 
graph). 

         

This passage is adapted from Mark Slouka, Brewster: A Novel. 
©2013 by Mark Slouka. 

          
            
        

Line          
5            

          
           
         

         
10  

          
          

        
           

15           
         

         
            

          
20         

            
   

   
          

25           

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................  

30           
           
          
           

          
35      

         
         

       
         

40           
         
          

        
           

45          
          

           
            

           
50         

            
         

        
         

55         
          

           
         

    
         

           
             

        
60    

 Unauthorized copying or reuse of any part of this page is illegal. 



   
            

           
       
          

65          
          

      
         
         

70           
         
  
          

         
75            

             
         

         
            

80   
          

       
      

           
85           

 
      

     
         

90            
          
        

      
 

 

        
        

          
  
  
  
         

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 

         
      

       
       
       
       

 

         
          
        
        
       

  
     

Unauthorized copying or reuse of any part of this page is illegal.   



  
 

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 

           
            

  
   
   
   
   

 

         
      

      
         
      
         

         
        

          
  

         
          
           

 

 

         
      

       
        
        
      

Unauthorized copying or reuse of any part of this page is illegal.  



  
 

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 

         
        

         
  
   
   
   

        
    
       
      

Unauthorized copying or reuse of any part of this page is illegal.  



   
       

    

This passage is adapted from Moisés Naím, The End of 
Power: From Boardrooms to Battlefields and Churches to 
States, Why Being in Charge Isn’t What It Used to Be. ©2013 by 
Moisés Naím. 
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Adapted from Monty G. Marshall, Keith Jaggers, and Ted Robert 
Gurr. "Political Regime Characteristics and Transitions, 1800–2010," 
Polity IV Project. 
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This passage is adapted from Bettina Boxall, “Yellowstone 
Wolves Boost Berry Diet for Grizzlies, Study Says.” ©2013 by 
Los Angeles Times. 

Line 
5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

Unauthorized copying or reuse of any part of this page is illegal.  



   

*Poor counting conditions; count is likely a substantial underestimate. 
**Elk count not available in 1996 and 1997. 

Adapted from Patrick J. White and R. A. Garrott, “Northern Yellowstone 
Elk after Wolf Restoration.” ©2005 by John Wiley & Sons, Inc. 

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

A)  
B)  

C)  
D)  

Unauthorized copying or reuse of any part of this page is illegal.  



   

A)

B)

C)

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................  
A)

B)

C)

D)

Unauthorized copying or reuse of any part of this page is illegal. 17   



   
       
 

Passage 1 is adapted from Henry David Thoreau,  
“Resistance to Civil Government.” Originally published in  
1849. Passage 2 is adapted from Martin Luther King, Jr.,  
“Letter from Birmingham Jail.” ©1986 by the Estate of  
Martin Luther King, Jr. Thoreau wrote at a time when slavery  
was legal in the United States. In 1963, King was arrested  
while protesting racial segregation in Birmingham,  
Alabama; he wrote this letter while in jail.  
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This passage is adapted from Ed Yong, “Gut Bacteria Allows 
Insect Pest to Foil Farmers.” ©2013 by National Geographic 
Society. 
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Each passage below is accompanied by a number of questions. For some questions, you 
will consider how the passage might be revised to improve the expression of ideas. For 
other questions, you will consider how the passage might be edited to correct errors in 
sentence structure, usage, or punctuation. A passage or a question may be accompanied by 
one or more graphics (such as a table or graph) that you will consider as you make revising 
and editing decisions. 

Some questions will direct you to an underlined portion of a passage. Other questions will 
direct you to a location in a passage or ask you to think about the passage as a whole. 

After reading each passage, choose the answer to each question that most effectively 
improves the quality of writing in the passage or that makes the passage conform to the 
conventions of standard written English. Many questions include a “NO CHANGE” option. 
Choose that option if you think the best choice is to leave the relevant portion of the 
passage as it is. 
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Adapted from L. McKinnon et al., “Lower Predation Risk for Migratory  
Birds at High Latitudes.” ©2010 by American Association for the  
Advancement of Science.  
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  , solve each problem, choose the best answer from the choices 
provided, and fill in the corresponding circle on your answer sheet.   , 
solve the problem and enter your answer in the grid on the answer sheet. Please refer to 
the directions before question 14 on how to enter your answers in the grid. You may use 
any available space in your test booklet for scratch work. 

1. The use of a calculator is not permitted.

2. All variables and expressions used represent real numbers unless otherwise indicated.

3. Figures provided in this test are drawn to scale unless otherwise indicated.

4. All figures lie in a plane unless otherwise indicated.

5. Unless otherwise indicated, the domain of a given function f is the set of all real numbers x for
which f (x) is a real number.

The number of degrees of arc in a circle is 360. 
The number of radians of arc in a circle is 2p. 
The sum of the measures in degrees of the angles of a triangle is 180. 

Unauthorized copying or reuse of any part of this page is illegal.  
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For questions  , solve the problem and 
enter your answer in the grid, as described 
below, on the answer sheet. 

1.    Although not required, it is suggested that 
      you write your answer in the boxes at the top 
      of the columns to help you fill in the circles 
      accurately.You will receive credit only if the 
      circles are filled in correctly. 
2.   Mark no more than one circle in any column. 
3.   No question has a negative answer. 
4.    Some problems may have more than one 
      correct answer.  In such cases, grid only one 
      answer.  

5. Mixed numbers such as must be gridded

       as 3.5 or 7/2. (If   is entered into the 

      grid, it will be interpreted as  .)

6.  Decimal answers: If you obtain a decimal 
      answer with more digits than the grid can 
      accommodate, it may be either rounded or 
      truncated, but it must fill the entire grid. 

7Answer:  Answer:  2.512 

2Acceptable ways to grid  are: 3 

Answer:  201 – either position is correct 

NOTE: You 
may start your 
answers in any 
column, space 
permitting. 
Columns you 
don’t need to 
use should be 
left blank. 

Unauthorized copying or reuse of any part of this page is illegal.  
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DIRECTIONS 

  , solve each problem, choose the best answer from the choices 
provided, and fill in the corresponding circle on your answer sheet.   , 
solve the problem and enter your answer in the grid on the answer sheet. Please refer to 
the directions before question 28 on how to enter your answers in the grid. You may use 
any available space in your test booklet for scratch work. 

1. The use of a calculator is permitted.

2. All variables and expressions used represent real numbers unless otherwise indicated.

3. Figures provided in this test are drawn to scale unless otherwise indicated.

4. All figures lie in a plane unless otherwise indicated.

5. Unless otherwise indicated, the domain of a given function f is the set of all real numbers x for
which f (x) is a real number.

The number of degrees of arc in a circle is 360.  
The number of radians of arc in a circle is 2p.  
The sum of the measures in degrees of the angles of a triangle is 180.  
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, solve the problem and    
enter your answer in the grid, as described 
below, on the answer sheet. 

1. Although not required, it is suggested that
you write your answer in the boxes at the top
of the columns to help you fill in the circles
accurately.You will receive credit only if the
circles are filled in correctly.

2. Mark no more than one circle in any column.
3. No question has a negative answer.
4. Some problems may have more than one

correct answer.  In such cases, grid only one
answer.

5. Mixed numbers such as must be gridded

as 3.5 or 7/2. (If is entered into the 

      grid, it will be interpreted as .)

6. Decimal answers: If you obtain a decimal
answer with more digits than the grid can
accommodate, it may be either rounded or
truncated, but it must fill the entire grid.

7Answer:  Answer:  2.512

2Acceptable ways to grid  are:3 

Answer:  201 – either position is correct 

NOTE: You 
may start your 
answers in any 
column, space 
permitting. 
Columns you 
don’t need to 
use should be 
left blank. 
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Resources to Help 
You Prepare 
The College Board is committed to offering the 
best practice — free, to the world — and to do 
so, we partnered with Khan Academy® to help 
propel students to success. When you upload 
your answers to this practice test to the Khan 
Academy engine, we can offer you individualized 
instruction in the areas you need most. Learn 
more at collegeboard.org/psatscoring. 

When you take the PSAT/NMSQT in fall 2016, 
you will have a good idea of what you will see 
on the SAT. Be sure to start using the resources 
available to you through your online score report 
at studentscores.collegeboard.org 
and find out how to use your PSAT/NMSQT 
results to power your study at satpractice.org. 

The contents of the PSAT/NMSQT and SAT are 
not a mystery. You can prepare by visiting sat.org 
to learn more about the tests. 

Your PSAT/NMSQT Score 
When you take the PSAT/NMSQT, you will 
receive an Evidence-Based Reading and Writing 
score and a Math score; you will also receive a 
Selection Index, which National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation uses in its National Merit® Scholarship 
Program. The Selection Index is calculated by 
doubling the sum of the Reading, Writing and 
Language, and Math Test scores. For example, 
assuming that your Reading score is 22, your 
Writing and Language score is 24, and your Math 
score is 28.5, your Selection Index would be 149. 
[2(22 + 24 + 28.5)] 

Make the best use of your practice test. 
Practice makes a difference! Take the full-length test on the preceding pages, then find detailed 
instructions on how to score the test at collegeboard.org/psatpractice. You’ll also find comprehensive 
answer explanations and a link to Official SAT Practice on Khan Academy. 

Correct Answers Black letter after answer indicates difficulty level 
(e = easy, m = medium, h = hard). 
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MATH TEST – NO CALCULATOR
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