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Paper 1 — Passages

Question 1

1

The following text is taken from an account of the writer's experience of extreme weather in
Vietnam, in South East Asia.

(@) Comment on the ways in which language and style are used to convey the impact of the

(b)

weather and people’s reactions to it.

(18]

The writer produces another account of extreme weather (real or imaginary) in a different part

of the world.

Write a section of this account (between 120—150 words). Base your answer closely on the

style and features of the original extract.

Mornings in Vietnam in the rainy season: | must remember to push the mattress up
on its side when | get up, before doing anything else. If not, it becomes heavier and
heavier with moisture, the pungent stink of mildew' pinching my nose at night.

In the rainy season, everything | do is a strategy for coping with the damp chill and
the water. | didn’t grow up here. The water infiltrates my consciousness. | learn to
accept it, like the others around me, to see it as a minor disruption.

In the rainy season, | must remember to keep my showers to a few minutes, no
matter how good it feels to have the water pounding my back, soothing away the
chill. The water slowly seeps through the cement between the shower stall and
bedroom, impregnates the wall, a sheen of tiny droplets over my bed. Another thing
to remember: never leave the pillows propped up against the wall.

In the rainy season, | mustn’t boil water for tea or cook anything that produces
too much steam, adding to the weight of moisture hanging in the air. The excess
humidity settles: a visible mist upon the clothes hanging in my closet, turning them
into a new life form, furry and spotted. Every surface a wick for moisture.

In the rainy season, | am thankful that my home is in this neighbourhood, this alley,
so much higher than the main road. While the rich sleep in their attics, or on their
roofs, the swirling, muddy water laps at my door sill, but doesn’t enter.

| grab my umbrella and head out for breakfast. | push open the waterlogged
left panel of my carved wooden door. My umbrella mushrooms out with a snap
and a dull whomp, displacing water-filled air. Rain sheets down from our red tiled
roof.

My nephew, radiant in his purple rain poncho, a canary yellow motorcycle helmet
pushed down over the hood, stands under the eaves, rain rat-a-tat-tatting down from
the roof onto the helmet. A duet with the drumming rain on my umbrella. Pausing
a moment in the ankle-deep water, we listen to the call-and-response rhythm we
make together. He laughs a great belly-laugh and roars off on his motorbike, the
water a tall rooster-tail behind him.
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Paper 1 — Passages

Looking at the world from under my rose-coloured umbrella, | wade down the alley
with its gold walls, under grey skies and green leaves. The lane falls to meet the 30
road. The water rises to my knees, threatens my jeans, rolled up thigh-high. Each
step an eternity, pushing against the flow, my toes seeking the edge of the sidewalk.
Stepping out into the main road triggers a memory from the year before: this corner

is where the pavement dips into a pothole, where | twisted an ankle under the murky
water. 35

| can’t see my feet, or even my knees. The Perfume River, not knowing its boundaries,
or refusing to have any, overflows the banks, invades the road and climbs the steps
of shops and homes.

In the rainy season, instead of my usual coffee and soup on the bank of the river,

| head for the very back of a restaurant | never set foot in during good weather. 40
The tables near the front are prone to the fine mist that kicks up from the water-
skimmed entrance, pummelled by the onslaught of rain. I'm lucky to find an empty

seat. Waiting for breakfast, | watch the river swelling over the road, up the three

steps and into the crowded restaurant.

Inhaling the aroma of bitter coffee, | watch boys swimming and casting their fishing 45
lines, shouting and laughing in the river that used to be the road. A group of teens

cycles past, four abreast, wearing purple and pink ponchos. Laughing, pushing at

the pedals, they move in slow motion, tires submerged. One of them struggles but

cannot avoid a branch drifting into his path.

Across from the restaurant, several tourists raise their cameras to snap souvenirs of 50
a small girl hugging her wiry dog on the roof of her home. Down the road the water

is higher; another dog stands on the hood of a taxi, barking at the water as it rises,

lapping over the hood.

Awaiting my food, | peer through the breakfast bustle to watch the tourists point their

cameras at the rising river and the falling rain. They laugh and curse and squeal as 55
the water soaks their pant legs, rolled up to their crotches, giving them a bowlegged

gait? as they enter the restaurant in squelching shoes.

After breakfast, | venture out of the shelter of the restaurant and back into the flood,

the chill soaking into my bones. Bits of flotsam—a plastic water bottle, a piece of
someone’s front door—bob against me as | struggle against the current until | reach 60
my alley. | wonder if this is the year the water will rise up my walls.

"mildew: damp mould
2gait: way of walking
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Paper 1 — Passages

Mark scheme

Part (a) - Commentary (maximum 15 marks)

Mark Knowledge & Analysis of language Organisation
Understanding effects

Band 1 | 13-15 | Perceptive appreciation | Analyses text with sensitive | Strong structure;
of content and ideas. and discriminating may be concise;
Fluidly relates content to | awareness of how language | quotation is used
structure, audience, creates effects. Moves with fluently, ‘embedded’
purpose, genre, style; ease between part and in the argument.
shows keen awareness | whole in discussing specific
of intentions of passage. | examples of language use

and the effect of the whole
passage.

Band 2 | 10-12 | Shows consistent Analyses text, with Strong structure
appreciation of content awareness of the effects used to convey clear
and ideas. Able to relate | created. Able to relate part to | argument.
content to structure, whole in discussing specific
audience, purpose, examples of language use
genre, style, main aims and the effect of the whole
of passage. passage.

Band 3 | 8-9 | Shows steady Thorough analysis of Clear structure,
engagement with passage is made, correctly sustained focus.
content/ideas of piece. identifying a range of
Shows general features of language, giving
understanding of examples, and showing
structure, audience, ability to explain how they
purpose, genre, style of | create effects with some
passage. relation of part to whole.

Band 4 6-7 Shows some Appropriate points are made, | Clear structure; may
engagement with correctly identifying some be line-by-line;
content/ideas of piece. features of language use, essay may drift in
Shows general, overall giving examples, and and out of focus.
understanding of showing some ability to
structure, audience, explain how they create
purpose, genre, style of | effects. May be a fragmented
passage. approach.

Band 5 3-5 Makes some relevant Some relevant points made, | Little structure;
points about content. identifying a restricted range | points may be rather
Shows some of examples of language disconnected.
understanding of some use. Some examples are not
aspects of the structure, | related to the effects created.
audience, purpose, Some examples may be
genre, style of passage; | listed without development;
with some failures to much generalisation.
identify key features and
or misunderstanding.

Band 6 0-2 Comments on content of | One or two points made Expression breaks
passage; may be about language of passage. | down at times.
confused. May be unclear. Very short work.

Unstructured.
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Part (b): Directed writing task (maximum 10 marks)

Marks

8-10 | A perceptive recognition of context, audience and purpose supported by a good range of
appropriate vocabulary and expression suitable for the task.

Responses at the top of this band will be persuasive and confident, supported by a
consistent, and at best personal, engagement with context and purpose, using fluent and
accurate expression accompanied by a strong sense of audience.

6-7 | Aclear and informed sense of purpose, context and relevance supported by a reasonable
attempt to use language appropriate for the task.

4-5 | An adequate attempt but marked by an inconsistent and uneven sense of purpose, context
and style.

Generally sound expression and accuracy.

2-3 | The beginnings of an answer, but limited by an inappropriate sense of style, purpose and
language.

Expression and accuracy may be limited.

0-1 Confused and unfocused sense of purpose, context and audience. Wholly inappropriate
language and style.

Work may be brief or fragmented and expression very limited.
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Example candidate response — grade A
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Example candidate response — grade A continued
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Example candidate response — grade A continued
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Examiner comment — grade A

(a) The candidate immediately demonstrates an understanding of the purpose of the passage and highlights
the repetitive use of the phrase ‘In the rainy season’. They also understand the effect of the writer's
language choices in creating the sense of a necessary routine in the struggle against the encroaching
water. This might also have been a good point to consider the writer’s almost fatalistic tone when
discussing these counter measures, who is plainly not convinced that they'll make much difference.
The response then moves to a more detailed focus upon the various personifications of the surrounding
waters; the effectiveness of the word ‘invades’ in giving a malign and determined character to the river
is well understood. The candidate’s informed grasp of the structure of the passage is also shown by
their recognition of the change of tone signalled by the arrival of the radiant’ nephew, who ushers in an
acceptance, even an enjoyment, of the conditions. The writer's use of onomatopoeic language might
have been more fully examined but its general effect is well noted. The change in the writer’s status
from flood victim to an observer of others is a very good point and is well developed in the observation
of the children, who actually enjoy the flood. A strong understanding of tonal changes is a feature of
the answer and this is maintained in the final paragraph, which has a clear recognition of the writer’'s
returning anxiety about what next year's rainy season will bring.

Mark awarded = 13 out of 15

(b) The candidate clearly understands the usefulness of a repetitive phrase to define both the setting and
the season for the reader. This is quite neatly done with the opening ‘Mornings in Romania during the
winter’. The need to devise a routine to combat the weather is understood and the original’s yearning
for comfort in the face of the elements is replicated; the ‘snow's ice claws’ is a clever echo of the
personified flood. There is some rather awkward phrasing in places; nevertheless, this response has
caught the tone and style of the original and transposed it effectively to a fresh setting.

Mark awarded = 9 out of 10

Total mark awarded = 22 out of 25
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Example candidate response — grade C
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Example candidate response — grade C continued
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Example candidate response — grade C continued

o _aonkat 15 do preasad w_lfo whie of ofishs
descbed mm? ,_@fmgrf_mﬂlka&.;ic_a& _m&mﬁpé.
by m:ﬁj\dﬁi _HL“A : _.fn._gi:cﬂ_&cb__

oz Qv _ Sainoing

@ a -@er

kmm Y ull el o) slecied_in fuc):
\a..@l L. (AR M €N in_faox

fo toe o pee_is dfesional |

| fre 15 an a\régmLaF_s‘aq of_alo G\m languag
b “LM&_@JC%_OAL@&\QK(%
asnoﬂ'(:o dicone. o @deC and s in ocdec

mmamﬂmw&&mf

w{dm% QF,L/Zz‘F&‘Q&de alw
(P a . thq
mﬁ geasag‘_%(?‘fl() '

b E;mﬁwo 'Tm\ . %&%_

th& %Lm- OJIJ bqs'k

It Wl“ m QSM_&!SL

5o, \1\!e um@m_&n_q@_ame

[\ thr?-Le,rﬁEr}eﬂ aole o gelbing  of o san
(omCS cﬁq d-ﬁsgfm . |+ad§!§7 L lg_\ IS

__an\__utﬁ'_.{) M’..ﬂqsg,wfra in_leic
0 \\L;nﬁ_,_l\“&ag_ér_hkjl% E’;ﬁ! sSue La"'_s_gep__ﬁ_,m%i
1 90. a |!!m% &1 gﬂgﬂ(ﬁ o) e ,

C\buo\l% abies anbe ne '\\n\bﬁ of coo\m ey amﬂ\._&_”\ \*'-
L&Eaunm Gomot“a}u aF cm\ sromml\%. lautﬁs larce n anr\

| well-\aked. Clods ap . (m‘o\mﬂ hbe
la Sg‘ﬂ(v‘ug belly .’ mcgp jLalr cme)h ahseg‘o@,r
1) m’;llu& \%c\;g_s r@ &% P‘A{ﬂ g ,‘_:,ILg&r'_jujlg o!raﬂ e

Cambridge International AS and A Level English Language 9093 13



Paper 1 — Passages

14

Examiner comment — grade C

(a)

(b)

This response has a weak opening paragraph which simply states what is obvious to the reader

and adds no extra insight concerning language or content. However, the second paragraph quickly
establishes a consistent focus upon the structure of the passage and the language features employed.
The reference to the use of short sentences might have been clearer but the choice of the word
‘manifesto’ gives perfect definition to the author’s catalogue of preparation. The candidate recognises
the use of punctuation to create a sense of ‘stop-start’” motion and the writer’s inability to ever feel at
ease in his surroundings. The response would have gained from attention to the repetitive phrase ‘In the
rainy season’, which acts as a mournful chorus in the opening paragraphs. There is some confusion over
nouns and adjectives but there are also effective word lists to demonstrate the insistently water related
language. The use of onomatopoeic language is understood and the choice of the word ‘immersion’

to describe the effect on the reader is exactly right. More might have been made of the arrival of the
‘radiant’ nephew, but the transforming effect of the colour references is well conveyed. There is good
understanding too, of the aspects of contrast employed by the writer and of his ambivalent attitude
towards his surroundings. The concluding paragraph of the response has some of the weaknesses of
the opening: identifying the target audience as ‘well educated’ and ‘interested in travel’ does not usefully
examine the style and tone of the passage. Although there are some omissions from this response,
there is also a secure understanding of the purpose and key features of the passage.

Mark awarded = 9 out of 15

This response takes the question at its word and writes about genuinely extreme weather conditions.
The opening words set the scene immediately and make a decisive reference to the original. There is
also evidence of precise and effective word selection in the opening paragraph: the sun ‘spotlights’
down and the candidate ‘bastes’ himself in sunblock. There are also clever echoes of the original’s tone
in the second paragraph, particularly in the weather's active hostility to the writer. The candidate also
picks up on the colour imagery in the original : ‘the black sky’ which fails to produce the longed for rain,
is particularly effective. There are mistakes, but this a purposeful response with some well-chosen
vocabulary.

Mark awarded = 6 out of 10

Total mark awarded = 15 out of 25
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Example candidate response — grade E
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Paper 1 — Passages

Example candidate response — grade E continued
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Paper 1 — Passages

Example candidate response — grade E continued
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Examiner comment — grade E

(a)

(b)

The opening paragraph of this response attempts to give some definition to the passage but needed to
be far more specific in its reference. To say that a text is written ‘in a general way’ isn't very helpful and
a '‘personal’ style isn't necessarily more appealing to the reader. The candidate does comment on the
repetitive use of ‘In the rainy season’ but might have said more about its effect. There is also attention
to the word ‘infiltrates’ but without specifying the precise effects of language choice. The repetitive use
of the injunctions ‘| must’ and 'l mustn’t’ is recognised as a linguistic device but again, might have been
more fully developed. This is also the case with the use of onomatopoeic language which needed a
more developed explanation. The candidate recognises the change of tone created by the arrival of the
writer's nephew and also comments on the implication of the river ‘invading’ the roads. There is some
broad understanding of the passage but only a relatively limited range of examples that are related to
specific effects. Style and tone are also quite generally discussed but would have benefited from more
precisely chosen language.

Mark awarded = 8 out of 15

The candidate is quite successful in building up the sense of accumulated misery that the weather
creates:'chilling my spine and crushing my bones’. There is also an effective use of the repeated phrase
‘In winter nights’ to establish setting and season. However, the response is weakened by a series of
mistakes and omissions which prevent it from being fully effective. There is a tendency to omit both the
definite and indefinite article and there are mistakes with word endings. There is also a change of tense
in the final paragraph which spoils what might have been an effective conclusion. The emphatic final
sentence ‘I hate winter’ shows some purpose in the response but this needed to be assisted by more
accurate expression.

Mark awarded = 4 out of 10

Total mark awarded = 12 out of 25
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