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WELCOME
HODA KOTB

Co-Host, NBC’s “The Today Show”
 

5 YEARS OF PROGRESS
Narrated by PIERCE BROSNAN

REMARKS
MINDY & JON GRAY

 
HONORING

SIDDHARTHA MUKHERJEE, MD, DPHIL
Pulitzer Prize-Winning Author

 BY
AMY GUTMANN, PHD 

President, University of Pennsylvania
 

ROBERT VONDERHEIDE, MD, DPHIL
Director, Abramson Cancer Center

 
BIG WORDS, BIGGER IMPACT

HONORING
RAQUEL & MICHAEL HAAS

 BY
SUSAN DOMCHEK, MD

Executive Director, Basser Center for BRCA 
 

CALL TO BRCAction
STACEY SAGER

Emmy Award-Winning News Reporter and Basser Leadership Council Member

RACHEL PLATTEN
Triple Platinum-Certified, Emmy Award-Winning Singer and Songwriter

The Basser Jean Bash is generously being underwritten so that every 
dollar raised will support the life-saving mission of the Basser Center for BRCA.

BASSER JEAN BASH



ABOUT BRCA
Individuals who have a BRCA1 or BRCA2 gene mutation have an increased risk for 
developing certain cancers, including breast, ovarian, pancreatic, and prostate cancers. 
These hereditary mutations affect both men and women and can be passed down from 
either parent. Research suggests that women with these mutations have up to a 75% 
lifetime risk of developing breast cancer and up to a 50% lifetime risk of developing 
ovarian cancer.

 
ABOUT BASSER

The Basser Center for BRCA at Penn Medicine’s Abramson Cancer Center, founded by 
Mindy and Jon Gray, is the first comprehensive center for the research, treatment,  
and prevention of BRCA-related cancers. Devoted to advancing care for people affected 
by BRCA gene mutations, the Basser Center’s unique model provides funding for 
collaborative research, education, and outreach programs around the world.  
Our hope is that the Basser Center will eliminate BRCA-related cancers and, in doing so, 
provide a road map for curing other genetic diseases. Funds raised through this event will 
help to quicken the pace of life-saving medical discoveries.

 
BASSER CENTER LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE

 Susan Domchek, MD
Executive Director 

Ronny Drapkin, MD, PhD
Director of Gynecologic Cancer Research

Roger Greenberg, MD, PhD
Director of Basic Science

Katherine Nathanson, MD
Director of Genetics 
Beth Stearman, MPH
Administrative Director

MENU

FAMILY STYLE FIRST COURSE

Salad of String Beans, Asparagus, Mushrooms, 
Fava beans, Artichokes, 

Parmesan and Whole Grain Cracker

—
Salad of Roasted Baby Artichokes, 

Sun Dried Tomatoes, Arugula, Avocado, 
and Crispy Parmesan

—
Mini Burrata with Marinated Tuscan Vegetables

ENTRÉE 

Branzino al Forno
Served with Roasted Baby Fingerling Potato

Organic Tri-Color Baby Carrots

DESSERT

Chocolate-Dipped Strawberries
Rice Cookies (Gluten Friendly)

Chocolate Chip Cookies

Hot Coffee & Tea



BASSER GENE POOL COMMITTEE
Bill Ackman

Karen Herskovitz Ackman
Nisa & Brad Amoils

Lee Berg
Kate Downey Berges

Tamsen & Michael Brown
Gus Calderone

Debra & Ken Caplan
Peggy & Andrew Cherng

Joy & Andrew Cohen
Debbie & Matthew Crawford

Suzanne Davidman
Drs. Susan Domchek  

& Robert Vonderheide
Dr. Susan Drossman

Debra Fine & Marty Schneider
Dr. Alice Furman & Hugh Rovit

Cindy & Brian Gavin
Susan & David Getz

Helaine Elias Gordon
Juliet & Michael Gray 

Mindy & Jon Gray 
Jill & Lloyd Harris

Becky & David Heller
Karlyn & Grant Herlitz

Jennifer & Howard Highman
Lisa & Sam Jacobs

Debi & Mark Klein
Michele & Kevah Konner

Geralyn Lucas
Marla & Jon Mehlman

Eileen & Michael Meyers
Darcy & Andy Nussbaum

Stacy & Jonathan Pollack
Shari & Len Potter 

Rachel & Adam Presser
Jessica Queller

Valerie Radwaner  
& Steven Virany

Meg & Jon Ratner
Susie & James Ratner

Heidi & Richard Rieger
Stacey Sager & Andrew Platt

Dr. Ilana Katz Sand & Michael Sand
Erin & David Schonbraun

Dr. Lyris Schonholz
Jill & Evan Seigerman

Anita & Michael Siegal
Kasia & Michael Silverton

Jocelyn & Scott Sontag
Erika Stallings

Jill & Jon Steinberg
Andrea Stern & Kenny DiPaolo

Elyse & David Walker
David Weinreb

Jill & Paul Yablon
Hope & Simon Ziff

Dana Zucker & Brahm Cramer

BASSER LEADERSHIP COUNCIL
Mindy Gray, Chair

Tamsen Brown
Cindy Gavin

Susan Getz
Michael Haas

Lisa Jacobs
Michele Konner

Shari Potter
Jessica Queller

Heidi Rieger
Stacey Sager

Helene Sorin 
Jill Steinberg

Dana Zucker
Anonymous Members

MEN’S AND WOMEN’S JACKETS ARE AVAILABLE 
FOR PURCHASE AT TONIGHT’S EVENT.

100% OF THE PROCEEDS WILL SUPPORT THE BASSER CENTER FOR BRCA, 
IN ITS MISSION TO RAISE AWARENESS AND ACCELERATE 
LIFE-SAVING CANCER RESEARCH.

BASSER.ORG
#INVISIBLEGENES

LEVI STRAUSS & CO. 
HAS GENEROUSLY DONATED 
A LIMITED NUMBER OF 
TRUCKER JACKETS CUSTOMIZED 
WITH THE DISTINCT 
BASSER LOGO



SILVER WASH
Shari & Jeff Aronson
The Blackstone Charitable 

Foundation
Andrew Cherng
Milton Cooper
Davidson Kempner  

Capital Management LP
Cindy & Brian Gavin
Susan & David Getz
Hilton
Hilton Grand Vacations
Jadian Capital
Andy Jonas / David Lehman — 

Goldman Sachs
Jones Day
JPMorgan Chase & Co.
Liz & Eric Lefkofsky
Matthew Miller &  

The National Land Tenure Family
Darcy & Andrew Nussbaum
Pearlman Family /  

David R. Weinreb
Penn Medicine
Kathy & John Schreiber
Christine & Steven Schwarzman 
David E. & Jacqueline S. Simon 

Charitable Foundation
The Stern Family 
Sabina & Harlan Stone
Tishman Speyer
Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen, & Katz

DEEP POCKET
Abramson Cancer Center  

of the University of Pennsylvania
Karen Herskovitz Ackman
Bank of America
Lee Berg
Blackstone BREDS Colleagues
Blackstone Real Estate Colleagues
Yasmin Bokhary & Robert Heady
Brookfield
Tamsen & Michael Brown
CBRE
Chicago Title Insurance Company
Citigroup
Caryn & Rodney Cohen
Deloitte
Deutsche Bank Securities Inc.
Wendy & Douglas Eisenberg
Fairstead
Katherine Farley & Jerry Speyer
Fidelity National Title
Debra Fine & Martin Schneider
Carol & John Finley
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver  

& Jacobson LLP
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP 
Meg & Bennett Goodman
Violet & Michael Gross
Josefin & Paul Hilal
Christine & Jordan Kaplan
Kirkland & Ellis
The Klein Family

DIAMOND STUDDED

Debra & Ken Caplan
Eastdil Secured / Barbara & Roy March / Susan & Steve Silk  

Mindy & Jon Gray
HFF
JLL

Shari & Len Potter
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP

PLATINUM STITCHED

Bill Ackman / Pershing Square Capital Management
Abbie & Joe Baratta / Allison & David Blitzer / Alexa & Michael Chae 

Julie & Frank Cohen
Kenneth C. Griffin Charitable Fund

Michele & Kevah Konner
Lori & Michael Nash
OTO Development

Prospect Hotel Advisors
Sharon & Bill Stein 

Adam Tan, CEO of HNA Group
Lydia & George Weiss

BASSER JEAN BASH LEADERSHIP GIVING



PREMIUM DENIM
Ackman-Ziff Real Estate Group
Nisa & Brad Amoils
Angelo, Gordon & Co.
Arbor Realty Trust
Atlas Capital Group 
Lily & Doug Band
Renee & Richard Barasch
Megan & Brian Bash 
Albert Behler, Paramount Group
Cori & Seth Berger
Linda & Mitch Berger 
Kate Downey Berges
Wendy & Howard Berk 
Stephanie & Josh Bilenker
Courtney Birnbaum 
Chrissie & Josh Blatt
Lisa & Jeff Blau
Lucia & Jason Boxer 
Jody & Alan Brody 
Bobbi Brown & Stuart Disston
Sunny & Norm Brownstein & 

Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck
Connie & Mike Casey
CIBC Capital Markets
Ellen & Peter Cohen 
Joy & Andy Cohen
Debbie & Matt Crawford
Maree & Giovanni Cutaia
Susan Danilow 
Antoinette Delruelle  

& Joshua L. Steiner

Kate & Luca DiPietro 
Phebe & Frederick Downey
Eva & Glenn Dubin
Nora & Charles Effron 
Jamie & Howard Elias 
Kim & Steve Erle 
Polina & Yan Erlikh
Shiva & Tarek Farouki
Fascitelli Family Foundation
Stacey & Andrew Feller
Allison & Brian Feltzin
Firestone Family Giving Fund
Mary & Jay Flaherty
Susan & Jim Florsheim
Marnie & Sam Gaer 
Robert Galvin, MD
Debbie & Keith Gelb
Michael Gelb, MD
Carrie & Laurence Goldberg
Susan & Jeffrey Goldenberg 
Chris W. Graham 
Marritje V. Greene /  

James H. Greene, Jr.
Vicki Gross & Jonathan Levine
Andrea & Peter Halperin
Stacey & Hoby Hanna
Kristen & Robert Harper
Jill & Lloyd Harris
Jane Hartley & Ralph Schlosstein
Courtney & Tyler Henritze
Randi & Lonny Henry
Grant Herlitz

DEEP POCKET continued
Kushner Companies  

Charitable Foundation
Suna & Scott Maslin
Shannon & William McBeath
Nadeem Meghji
Stacey & Eric Mindich
Morgan Stanley
Jane & Daniel Och
PJT Partners
Kelly & Ralph Pickett
Stacy & Jonathan Pollack
Susan & James Ratner
Ropes & Gray LLP
May & Samuel Rudin Family 

Foundation, Inc.
Mara & Ricky Sandler
Laurie & Tom Saylak
Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP
Kasia & Michael Silverton
Gary M. Sumers
Wells Fargo
Liz & Ken Whitney
Dana Zucker & Brahm Cramer

VINTAGE DENIM
Roswitha & A.J. Agarwal
Stacy Bash-Polley 
Boston Properties
EY
FTI Consulting
Jeffrey Giller/StepStone Real Estate

Catherine & Kieran Goodwin
Helaine Elias Gordon  

& Richard Gordon
Juliet & Michael Gray
Raquel & Michael Haas
Riva Horwitz & Josh Easterly
Robin & Brad Klatt
Marla & Jonathan Mehlman
Eileen & Michael Meyers
Christine & Alan Miyasaki
Museum of American Finance
The NRP Group
Pembroke Companies, Inc. 
Pircher, Nichols & Meeks LLP
Abigail Pogrebin &  

David Shapiro
Raider Hill Capital, LLC
The Randy Reiff Family Foundation
Dr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Reisman
Pamela & Stuart Rothenberg
Carolyn & Marc Rowan
Ilana Katz Sand & Michael Sand
Erin & David Schonbraun
Shah Family Foundation
Klara & Larry Silverstein
Joan Solotar
Jocelyn & Scott Sontag
Jill & Jon Steinberg
Valerie & Steven Virany;  

Rachel Virany Presser  
& Adam Presser

Debi & Steven Wisch



Elisabeth & Bradley Sherman
Jill & Evan Seigerman
Sarah & James Seppala
Jackie & Bippy Siegal 
Jennifer Singer
Mona & Riva Sinha 
Societe Generale 
Julie & PJ Solit
David Solomons
Suzi & Brian Stadler
Diane & Joseph Steinberg
Andrea Stern  

& Kenneth DiPaola
Dr. & Mrs. David Stoker
Jennifer & George Stone
Valerie & James Stone
Stonebridge Carras, LLC 
Rachel & Jeff Sutton
Lizzie & Jon Tisch
Jill & Paul Yablon
Scott & Anthony Cohen Vecchione
Ventas, Inc.
Cecilia & Mark Vonderheide
Elie Weiss & Sara Hurand
Elyse & David Walker
Melanie & Martin Wasmer
Faith & Sol Weiss 
Shannon Wu & Joseph Kahn 
Anonymous

CLASSIC FIT
Benjamin Adams 
Jonathan Berger
Dr. Ira J. Bleiweiss
Campbell Brown & Dan Senor
Lee Spelman Doty
Sarah Fiszel
Andrea Feirstein
Margaret Downey Hardy
Laurie Ann Goldman
Barbara M. Jordan
Lisa & Richard Kahn
Terry & Lois Karnovsky
Jacqueline Klinger & Dave Price
Martha Downey Lemp
Niki & David Levy 
Ann Downey Little
Laurie & Jay Mandelbaum
Brooke Morrow
Chantal & Luke Petherbridge
Kris Robinson
David B. Rubenstein
Michael Schultz
Nancy & Ted Schwartz
Andrea Sonnenberg
Vern Spurlock
Renee Steinberg
Laurie Sykes
Peter L. Venetis
Donna Beato-Zion & Isaac Zion
Anonymous
(as of 11/6/2017)

PREMIUM DENIM continued
Jennifer & Howard Highman
Jenny & Matt Kabaker
Jane & Steve Kantor 
Bonnie & David Kaplan
Michele & Jason Kaplan 
Sheryl & Chip Kaye
Deborah & James Kern
Elena & Tory Kiam 
Hillary & Jim LaChance 
Hilary & Andrew Landis
Jennifer & Andrew Lax 
Liz & Mark Lazarus
Kim & Adam Leitzes
Leroy Street Studio Architecture
Nina & Ralph Levene
Meryl & Joey Levin
Barri & Les Lieberman
Andrea London & Brad Fallon
Dr. Alice Furman  

& Hugh Rovit
Wesley & Evan LePatner
Sara & Ephram Lustgarten
Kathleen McCarthy  

& Matthew Baldwin
Dennis J. McDonagh
MetLife
Jon Michelon 
Edward & Lucy Minor  

Family Foundation
Alexis Mintz & Michael Torkin
Mary & Garrett Moran

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Moses
New York Mets Foundation, Inc.
Dani & Mark Nodelman
Jeannemarie O’Brien  

& Yves Casimir
Talia & Jon Oringer 
Valerie Parkas, MD  

& Jason Kendler, MD
Taggarty Patrick  

& Brian Horey 
Ilene & Art Penn
Peter G. Peterson
Jane Pollock & Philip Berney
Carole & Stuart Potter 
Katherine Pringle  

& John McCormick
Catherine & Billy Rahm
Kammi & Brad Reiss 
Richman Family Foundation
Heidi & Richard Rieger
Hillary Rieger
Barrie & Rob Rosencrans
Beth & David Rothenberg 
Amy & Richard Ruben
RXR Realty
Stacey Sager & Andrew Platt
Anju Saigal & Tuhin Parikh
Abby & David Salzman
Scott Schaevitz
Schaffer Schonholz & Drossman, LLP
Tami & Scott Schneider
Diane & Eric Schwartz



GRANT RECIPIENTS
THE BASSER CENTER HAS FUNDED THE FOLLOWING INVESTIGATORS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

THE BASSER CENTER HAS FUNDED THE FOLLOWING INVESTIGATORS AROUND THE COUNTRY

BASSER GLOBAL PRIZE RECIPIENTS

Angela Bradbury, MD
Eric Brown, PhD

George Coukos, MD, PhD
Angela DeMichele, MD, MSCE

Despina Kontos, PhD
Susan Domchek, MD

C. Neill Epperson, MD
Andrea Facciabene, PhD

Clarisa Gracia, MD, MSCE
Roger Greenberg, MD, PhD

Robert Mach, PhD

Andrew Maidment, PhD, FAAPM
David Mankoff, MD, PhD
Mehran Makvandi, PhD
Andy Minn, MD, PhD

Mark Morgan, MD
Katherine Nathanson, MD

Michael Pack, MD
Warren Pear, MD, PhD

Daniel Powell, PhD
Timothy Rebbeck, PhD

Andrew Rhim, MD

Anil Rustgi, MD
Kathryn Schmitz, PhD
Fiona Simpkins, MD, PhD
Ben Stanger, MD, PhD
Wei Tong, PhD 
Robert Vonderheide, MD, DPhil
David Weiner, PhD
Susan Weinstein, MD
E. John Wherry, PhD
Lin Zhang, MD
Rugang Zhang, PhD

Lewis Cantley, PhD
Weill Cornell Medical College*

Junjie Chen, PhD
MD Anderson Cancer Center

Katherine Crew, MD
Columbia University

Medical Center 

Sonia Franco, MD, PhD
Johns Hopkins Medicine

Tony Huang, PhD
New York University
 School of Medicine

Neil Johnson, PhD
Fox Chase Cancer Center

Noah Kauff, MD
Duke Cancer Center*

Alexander Mazin, PhD
Drexel University  

College of Medicine

Jeffrey Parvin, MD, PhD
Ohio State University 

School of Medicine

Richard T. Pomerantz, PhD
Temple University Lewis Katz 

School of Medicine

Mark Robson, MD
Memorial Sloan Kettering

Cancer Center*

Geoffrey Shapiro, MD, PhD
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute

David Solit, MD
Memorial Sloan Kettering

Cancer Center*

Patrick Sung, DPhil
Yale School of Medicine

Vered Stearns, MD
Johns Hopkins Medicine*

Zoltan Szallasi, MD
Boston Children’s Hospital

David Yu, MD, PhD
Emory University 

School of Medicine

Alan Ashworth, FRS, Institute for Cancer Research, United Kingdom
Mary-Claire King, PhD, University of Washington

David Livingston, MD, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute
Steven Narod, MD, FRCPC, FRSC, Women’s College Hospital, Toronto, Ontario

*Funded by the Basser Initiative at the Gray Foundation

SPECIAL THANKS

Thank you for helping to make the Basser Jean Bash
an incredible night. We are awed by everyone’s generosity in supporting 

the progress we have made over the last 5 years, as well as
the hope and promise of the future.

 
If you did not have a chance to support the Basser Center

and would like to, please visit basser.org.
 

Together, we will eliminate hereditary cancers.



RYAN SEACREST IS HELPING US
RAISE AWARENESS 

ABOUT HEREDITARY CANCER

WE NEED YOUR HELP TOO!

1. Watch for our #invisiblegenes video
in your inbox or go to basser.org.

2. Share it with friends, family, acquaintances.
You can email, post to Facebook,  

Tweet, share on Instagram (#invisiblegenes),  
talk about it at breakfast.

3. Invite others to share. 

REVEAL YOUR INVISIBLE GENES.
UNCOVER YOUR RISK. SAVE LIVES.

BASSER.ORG
#INVISIBLEGENES


