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PREFACE

The present work throws light on the relations betwecen
the rulers of the Ottoman Empire and India, especially during the
cighteenth and nincteenth centurics, In thls dissertation effort
has been made to analyse the impact of thls relation on both the
countries, The Ottoman Empire and Indla had friendly relations
over the last five hundred years, During this period a number of

diplomatic missions were exchanged between India and Turkey,

One who intends to work on the relations of the Ottoman
Emplire with the various states of lndia is faced with the dearth
of source material, I have not been able to trace any proper work
on thig subject so far, There 1o still more dearth of source
material regarding the period with which my dissertation deals,
While there is enough material available on the later part of the
Ottoman relations with India, especially during the World War I,
the material in eighteenth and ninteenth centuries which is the
thrust period of my dissertation is very scarce, Whatever material
is available most of it is Archives, Due to nonavailability of any
work on the subject, it was very difficult for me to search and
collect archival material in Archives, In this connection I visited

National Archives of India New Delhi, Andhra Pradesh Statzs Archives
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Hyderabad, Khuda Bakhch Library, Patna, Of course I coulc not
consult some materials available in Archives of Istanbul, However,
I have been able to use of these materials available in printed
form, I entered into correspondence with some Turkish scholars
such as Doc, Doctor Erkan Turkman of Jonya, Seljuk University and
Directar of Archives Istanbul but unfortunately it 4id not prove
fruitful, If these archival materials were avoidable to me I could

have been able to make this study more substantial,

My dissertation consists of threec chapters, It is based
on the material which I was able to collect from these Archives,
The first chapter deals with the relationship the Ottoman
Sultans and the Mughal emperors of India, In the second chapter
I have tried to emphasize the diplomatic exchanges between the
Ottoman Empire and the States Mysore and Hyderabad, The third
but the last deals with the attitude of the Ottoman Empire towards
British India, The emphasis in these chapters is to examine the
various levels of relation between the two countries and to

investigate the basic objectives of these relations,

These chapters are mainly based on the studies of the
letters of the rulers' of both the countries, dlaries of emissaries,

summaries of newspapers' articles and the reports of various
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government officials, The documents - Foreign Home and Political
Department of the Government of India - which I have been able
to utilize in my dissertation are in the custody of the National
Archives of India, New Delhi and AP, State Archives Hyderabad
Specific references of these documents have been given in foot-
notes, Apart from these, I have also utilized some important

publications such as Calcender of Documents on Indo Persian Relations

by Riazul Islam; Manazil-i Rum edited by Mohibbul Hasang
'The Mughal and the Ottoman's, (P U) by Bernard lewis; Tarikh-e

Saltanat-e-Khudadud (Mysore) by Mclmud Banglorl; DBritain, India

and Turklsh Empire by R,I.,, Shukla, The Caliphate by Amold, All

About the Khilafat by ¥.H, Abbas, The Eactern Luestion by J,A, Marric
]

and a number of other secondary sources,

At the end I feel bound to acknowledge the great obligation:
that I owe to my well wighers and friends, I have first of all to
express my deep cense of gratitude to my supervisor TIrof, Mahmudul
Haqg, Inspite of his numerous engagements he took keen and active
interest at every stage for the preparation of my dissertation, I am
also thankful to Professor M,A, Saleem Khan for his kindness and
help, I am highly obliged to Professor Irfan Habib for his suggestion

to work on the theme of Indo-Turkish relation,

My thanks are also due to Professor Ictidar Alam Khan,

Professor M, Athar Ali, Prof,(Miss) Shereen Mosvi, Prof, AMK Shaharye
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Prof, Mughni Tuabosoun (Lale) Prof, Nlizwwuddin Maghrabi,
Dr. R,K, Trivedi, Mrs,-Najma Shaharyar and Dr, Salyed Ahgsan for

their help and kindness,

My grateful thanks are also due to my research colleagues
especially Mr, Ahsanul Hag, Mr, Najaf Haider and Mr, Shaharyar )
and alsp my friend Nizamuddin Sabir, I do not know how to thank my

father Mr, Abdul Mujeeb My brothers Dr, Ghazanfar Ali, pr N A ,siddici
hr, Nasinul Ha¢, for their constant help and encouragement,

’

I am very much indebted to the staff of National Archives of
India New Delhi, AP State Archives of Hyderabad, library of Centre
of West Asian Studies, A.M,U,, Research Library, Department of
History, Library, Institute Islamic Studies, Maulana Azad Library,
A _M,U_, Sapru House Library, New Delhi Library ICHR New Delhi,

Library Salam Jang Museum Hyderabad and Khuda Bakhsh Library,Patna,
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INTRODUCTION

The Ottoman Empire during the later medieval period was
not only the Centre of power of Muslim countries but it was also
the most powerful empire of the east, The Indian sub-gontinent
during this period was although ober-whelmingly non-muslim but
,ittwas mostly ruled by the Muslim rulers, The Ottoman emperors
ruled wﬁole of the Muslim world, either directly or through
allegiances and deputations, The Indian sub-continent somwhow or
other remained untouched from their direct rule, Most of the
Indian Muslim rulers enjoyed independence, particularly Mughal
rulers, from their allegiance, Nevertheless, (they seemed to be
taken enough, particularly) the ruler of Gujarat and Southern
India established diplomatic and trade relations with the Ottoman
Empire, One of the causes why the Muslim rules of India were keen
to establish relations with the Ottomans was the Islamic religion
which they shared in common, It was only natural for them
to express their religlous ties with the latter, particularly
in view of the fact that the Ottomans were garded as the
leaders of the Muslim World, Besides, the Muslim rulérs sought
to affirm legitimacy to rule over the Muslims through the Ottoman
sanction, The pol;tical and diplomatic relations between India
and the Ottoman Empire were also very friendly over the last
fi;e hundred years, With the establishment of the Bahmanid

Kingdom in southern India in the fourtteenth century, the discovery
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of the Cape of Good Hope Route in 1498 and the appearance of

%he Portuguese in the Eastern seas, the conquest of Egypt by

the Ottoman Turks in 1516-17, the foundirg of Safawid Empire in

Persia and the Mughal Empire in India, the isolation in which
the India had stood so far was broken and active political,

économic and cultural contacts were established,

[

The Bahmanids were the first Indian rulers to establish
diplomatic contacts with the Ottomans, Later on they were followed
by the Muslim . rulers of Gujarat and after them by the Mughals,
The relations were also established by the Nizam of Hyderabad,
Tipu Sultan of Mysore and the Nawab of Arcot, Even during the
British occupation of ;ndia, there were bilateral exchanges of
diplomatic missioggbetween India and the Ottoman Empire,

The Ottoman Empire was one of the most important '‘key’
states of Europe and Asia, The strategical, economical and poli-
tical importance of this country has been significant in inter-
national affairs, The Ottoman Empire achieved a commanding
poéition only because of the possession of narrow straits which

unite and separate the Black Sea and the Mediterranian,

For over one thousand years Istanbul, the capital of the
Ottoman Empire, remained one of the chief centres of culture and
commerce, The Turks encouraged the settlements of foreign

’

{
colonies to build Heir trade and commerce and thus it became a



cosmopolitan city and an international port, Its position as the
cross-roads of Asia and Europe enabled it to profit enormously
by the trade flowing from Russia, Iran, Iraq and India, and also
in earlier times by the great over-land trade route to inner Asia
and the Far East, Thus the geographical location of the Ottoman
Empire has conferred on it the position of a bridge between Asia
and Eurbpe, A glance at the map of the world discloses the fact
that it separates and at the same time it connects Europe, Asia
and Africa, Armmenia was the meeting place of all the inner trade
routes, Syria was the rich maritime hinterland whose ports pro-

vided an outlét to Europe for Asiatic trade,

Although there had been commercial relations between
India, the Arab World,Turkey and Europe since the time immemorial,
the Arab lands stood at the cross roads of the trade route bet-
ween India and Europe, The luxurious living style of the Arabs
and the Turkish ruling classes had an impact on fashions and
style of living of the European ruling classes, In the meantime
the town life in Europe which had declined after the fall of the
Roman Empire had begun to revive, This resulted in increasing
trade with Asia, The transportation of Indian and Chinese goods

across Central Asia was frequent, The principal carriers of goods
from India by sea route were the Arab merchants, The Indians

also used to carry merchandise across the Arabian Sea,



The arrival of Portugese in the Arablan Sea led to far-
reaching consequences with regard to the pattern of trade and
commerce, The search for a direct route to India was begun by
the rulers of Portugal such as Don Henrique known as Henery
towa;ds the beginning of the fifteenth century, The growing trade
activities and power of the Portuguese caused serious concern to
the Ottoman Turks, It was the time when Ottomans themselves were
rising rapidly to become a world power, The Ottoman had not only
captured Constantinople in 1453 but they had also completed the
conduest of Asia Minor, The expunsion of the Turkish power on
the coast of the Red Sea and the Persian Gulf made inevitable a
conflict between the Turks and the Portuguese for supremacy in the
Indian Ocean, The Portuguese were fully aware of this, In view
of the growing Portuguese threat to the Gujarat trade and the
coastal areas, the ruler of Gujarat (Bahadur Shah) sent an embassy
to the Ottoman Sultan, Sulayman the Magnificent, congratulating
him on his victorles and seeking his support, In return the
Ottoman Sultan expressed a desire to combat the 'infidels!, i.e.

the Portuguese who had "disturbed the shores of Arabia",

The Turks were major beneficiaries of trade between Europe
and the East, But the diverslon of trade from this area threated
their interests, In 1566, the Portuguese and the Ottomans came
to an agreement to share the spice and the Indian trade and not to

clash in the Arab seas, The Ottomans shifted their interest once



again to Europe and came toO an agreement with the Portuguese for

diriving the oriental trade between them,

Towards the middle of the thirteenth century a small tribe
of Mangol Turks migrated from Khorasan to West Asia under the
-leadership of Sulayman Shah, But accidentally their leader was .
drowned‘in the river Khanva, This land joining the eastern borders
of Byzantine Empire, During the last decade of the thirteenth
century when Saljukan Empire was being encroached by the continu-
ous invasions of Mongol, Erthogrul's son Osman settled at Karachi
and conQuered several provinces particularly of his master, Accor-
ding to the ancient orthography (Osman) Othman is regarded as the
founder of the Ottoman Empire,1 The empire existed more than
six centuries (1299-1918), In the course of first three centuries
-of its existence it became the world's most powerful country by
gradually expanding from a small domination in Antatolia to the
three known continents - Europe, Asia and Africa, The empire
produced ten brilliant and great sultans who ruled in the fourteenth

fifteenth and sixteenth centuries over a vast strech of land,

Ssultan Salim came to the throne in 1512,2 He was the

first Ottoman Sultan who turned his attention towards the east,

2 Creasy, E.S,, History of the Ottoman Turks, London, 1854,

3 ibid,, p.205,




At the same time Shah Isma‘il Safawi I was ruling over Persia,
He conquered Azarbijan, In this way the coundaries of the
Ottoman Empire and Persia were adjoined, In 1524 Kurdistan had
also been annexed to the Ottoman Empire, This led to a three-
yLar. war between the Ottoman and Shah Isma'il of Persia which
ié crucial in so many respects,especially in respect of its
impact upbn future Indo-Ottoman relation, Meanwhile, Sultan
Salim captured Northern Mesopotamia, Egypt, Syria and Arabia,3
The result of this was that the Caliphate was transferred to the

Ottoman Sultans who became henceforth protectors or the servants

of the two Holy Places Khadim al-Harmayan al-Sharifayn and

the religious and spiritual head of the Muslim world,

Héwever, the political and strategic complications of the
whole region makes it difficult to completely comprehend the
situation, The proper understariding of the Indo-Ottoman relations
requires a study of wider Asiatic environment, The diplomatic
background not only of the Indiam Mughals and the Ottoman but
also of the contemporary neighbouring powers, the Persians, the

Ugbeks, the Ilkhanids of Khorasan and the others, The beginning

‘ }
of the 16th century constituted an important landmark in Islamic

3 J,AR,, Marriot , The Eastern Question, London, 1930,

p0860



as well as world history, The Ottomans, the Uzbeks and the
Safawids had established themselves in Central Asia, The Uzbeks
were the natural enemies of the Mughals, having been responsible
for the expulsion of Babur and the other Timurid princes from
Samardand and the adjoining areas including Khorasan, At the same
time, the Uzbeks clashed with the rising power of the Safawids
who claimed Khorasan, The Khorasanian Plateau linked Persia with
Central Asia, The trade routes to China and India passed across
it, It was natural for the Safawids and the Maghals to ally
against the Uzbek danger, especially as there was no frontier
dispute between them with the exception of Qandhar, The Uzbeks
tried to exploit the sectarian differences with the Safawid rulers
of Iran who had ruthlessly persecuted the Sunnis, Persia made the
Ottoman Sultans conscious of the danger to thelr eastern flank,
The Ottoman threat from the west made the Persians keen to befriend
the Mughals, particularly when they had to face an aggressive
Uzbek power in the east, This led the Ottoman rulers to propose

a tripartite alliance including the Uzbeks and the Mughals or its
other two members, The Mughals refused to be drawn in the tripar-
tite alliance against the Persians as it would have upset the
Asian balance of power and left them alone to face the might of
the Uzbeks, The alliance with Iran was also helpful in promoting

trade with Central Asia,



These three empires with @ common Turko-Mongol heritage

were almost co-extensive with the entire dar-ul Islam except

some outlying areas down to the end of the 18tb century, All of
these powers, the Ottomans the Uzbeks and the Mughals, were
orthodox Sunnis while the Safawids were the Shi'ites, While

| politics overborme religious differences at times, the latter
came tq the surface whenever political necessity passed away,
The Uzbeks, hostile to Persia, friendly to the Ottoman and ever
watchful of the ughals, played an important part in shaping the

balance of power,

The maintenance of the trade relations with the countries
around the Indian Ocean, West Asia and Africa, politically the
Ottoman state used to its economic powers of its European allies,
During the whole of this formative period the foreign policy of

the Ottoman Sultans was motivated mainly by three objectives,

First, to extend the Turkish power in the west and thereby finally

defeating and destroying the European coalition against them,
Secondly, to control all the trade routes from east to the west;
and thirdly to become undisputed leaders of thelr co-religionists

by wrestling the Caliphate from the Abbasids,4

— —

4 MH,, Rahman, op, cit., p.51.



Sulaiman's reign was not only the climax of the Ottoman
glory but it opened a new chapter in the empire's foreign rela-
tions, The reign of Sulayman coincides with the beginning of
a prolonged contest with the major powers of the world, Two of
them were European - the Habsburg Empire, Venice - and the other
was 'Asiatic Persia', The growth of the Habsburg and its rivalfy
simultaneously with Ottoman on the one hand, and the France on
the other hand made it only natural that France and the Ottomans
should look towards each other as friends and allies against

the threat of the Central European power of Austria,

The deteriorating position of the Ottoman Empire was best
illustrated perhaps during the thirty-years war (1618-1648), which
also threw the Europeans into unprecented turmoil and considerably
weakened the Roman Empire, But the Battle of Vienna and the
Treaty of Carlowitz closed a chapter in the history of the Ottoman
Empire, On the contrary, their various weaknesses resulted into
diminishing the role of the Empire in Europe, Henceforth, it was
Europe that threatened the integrity of the Ottoman Empire, Among
the European powers the most ambitious in this respect was Russia
while Austria was never pro-Turkish but she began to play less
prominent role, She wanted to enlarge her possession in the
Balkans and prevent Russian expansionism, This new diplomatic
chapter in the history of the Ottoman Empire lasted over two

centuries and came to be termed as the Eastern Question, The



10

Eastern question may be narrowed down to the meaneuvering of
various European powers to prevent Russia from encroaching too

much upon the integrity of the Ottoman Empire,

The war which broke out in 1768 resulted in Russian

victories, both land and sea, in the Rumanian principalities,

This was concluded in 1774 by the Treaty of Kuchuk Kainarji, The
treaty was @ milestone in Russo-Turkish relations and must be
considered as a major political event in the history of Turkey
and Europe,5 The treaty obviously gave Russia enormous advantages
and territorial accretions, It put an end to exclusive Turkish
control of the Black Sea, From that time on, Russia exercised

relentless pressure on the Ottoman Empire,

The outbreak of the French Revolution gave a somewhat
pleasant relief to Turkey, since it diverted the attention of
Turkey's enemies - Russia and Austria - toward France, The
Treaty of Jassy closed one important chapter in the history of the
Eéstern Question, The next opens with the advent of Napoleon,

By the year 1797 he had began to arrive not only in military but
in a political sense, In 1798, Napoleon organized a military

expedition to Egypt, This naturally meant an invasion of Ottoman

5 George Lenczowski, The Middle East in World Affairs,
London, 1980, p.35.
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territory. And after centuries of friendship, put France at

odds with the Sultan of Turkey, In 1801 the French armies
surrendered to the British in Egypt. A temporary British occu-
pation of Egypt followed; but in 1802 the country was restored

'to the Sultan of Turkey, The evacuation ¢L french forces from
Ottoman territory made possible a gradual restoration of the
‘traditional friendly feeling between the two countries, French
ascendency in the Ottoman capital was reestablished and in 1806,
Napoleon was able to indue: the Porte to take arms against Russia,
with whom France was then at war, But the Turks were disappointed
when Napoleon concluded the Treaty of Tilsit with Tsar Alexander I

in 1807,

The British power which emerged in the nineteenth century
as Russia's principal competitor in Asia, England found a friendly
power in France weakened after the Napoleonic wars, Throughout
the nineteenth century the two countries presented a common front

against Russian imperialism,

Despite the traditional alliance between the Ottoman
Empire and France, the latter was not reluctant to take advantage
of the empire's weakness in those areas deemed important to
French interests, The British record in relation to the Ottoman
Empire, must at its best described as "ambiguous" and at its

worst as "“insincere", While the preservation of the Ottoman Empire
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was -axiom of the nineteenth century British policy? Britain's
interest in Ottoman territory originated, of course, in her
desire to protect her imperial line to the East, DBetween 1833
and 1878 Britain was intensely interested in establishing English

|

'controlled land and river route through Mesopotamia to India,

In the nineteenth century, while Turkey's international
and internal situation was steadlly deteriorating, a fcw attempts
were made at reform, A series of intermal reforms including re-
foimy in nilitary and administrative organizations followed, The
other altemative remained, that of a radical change by revolution,
The task of shaking the empire out of its lethargy was taken up
by the Young Turk Movement, The young Turk Party drew its inspi-
ration from the west and wanted to remodel the empire into a
liberal constitutional monarchy, The outbreak of world War I
found the empire reduced territorially, The Ottoman political
strategy in war-time could be summoned up in two terms : Pan-
Islamism and Pan-Turanism, It will be remembered that upon Turkey's
entry into the war, the Sultan in his capacity as Caliph issued

a call to a holy war or jihad addressed to all Muslim of the world,7

—— —-ve f—

6 Ibid,, p.41,

7 Ivid,, p.G62
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The establishment of the Ottoman rule in Egypt in
1516-17, followed by the extension of their power down both fhe
shores of the Red sea involved the Ottomans more intimately in
Asian affairs, It brought them into direct contact with the
Indian sub-continent and her problems, Thelr arrival on the
Indian Ocean coincided with the coming of the Portuguese, and
they soon found themselves committed to a decisive struggle for
powers on eastern waters, Moreover, it was natural to the Ottoman
Sultan as the major soverelgn of the day, that Muslim rulers of
India turn to him for help against their domestic or foreign
enemies, One of them was the rule of Mysore Tipu Sultan who
sent an embassy to the Ottoman Sultan 'Abdul Hamid® in 1785 to
obtain caliphal inwvestiture, and military help against the British,
Not only Tipu but the Mughal emperors of the eighteenth century
also had cordial relations with the Sultan of Turkey, So many
letters of the Mughal emperor Muhammad Shah and Ahmad Shah are
found in Turkish Archives,9 Apart from these, letters of Nizam—-ul
Mulk Asaf Jaha and his sons are preserved in the Turkish Archieves,

The diplomatic exchange between the ineffective Mughal emperors

and the rulers of the Ottoman Empire continued until the end of

9 Islam’Riazul, Calender of Documents on Indo-Persian
Relations, Vol,1I, Karachi, 1982; see section 10, Miscellaneous
Correspondence,




the eighteenth century, In the nineteenth century the pattern
of relationship between Turkey and the Muslims of the sub-
continent began to change, Even in the first half of the 20th
century we find a correspondence between the exile Sultan of

Turkey and the Nizam of Hyderabad,10

10 See Records of Political Departments of A P, State
Archives Hyderabad,



CHAPTER -~ 1
OTTOMAN RELATIONS WITH THE MUGHAL COURT

The earlier record of diplomatic relations between the
Ottoman Empire and the Muslim rulers of the Indian subcontinent
dates back in the year 1481-82, when royal embassles, letters
‘and gifts were exchanged between the Bahmanid Kings Mahammad Shah
(1463-82) and Mahmud Shah (1482-1518) and the Ottoman Sultans

Muhammad II (1451-81) and Bayezid II (1481—-1512).1

India‘'s isolation from Europe and the West Asian region
had broken during the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries the
discovery "Cape of Good Hope Route" in 1498 and the appearance
Portuguse in the Eastern seas, the Conquest of Egypt by the
Ottoman Turks in 1516-17, the founding of Safawid Empire in Persia
and the Mughal Empire in India, Active political, economic and
cultural contacts began to be established between Indian and the
European peoples, In order to arrive at a more precise under-
standing of the Mughal relations with the Ottoman Empire, one has
to look at the political map of western and central Asia during

the medieval period, The regions of central and western Asia

— e

1 Bernard Lewis, "The Mughals and the Ottomans", Pakistan
Quarterly, Karachi (1958), p.4. B



had undergone important political changes during the fifteenth
century, After the disintegration of the Mughal Empire in the
fourteenth century, Timur united Iran and Turan under his rule,

. His empire included modern Turkey, Transoxiana (the land beyond
the river oxus, also known as Mawara-un-Nahr), Iran, Afghanistan
and parts of the Punjab, The power of Timurids declined during -
the second half of the fifteenth century which was largely due to
repeated partitioning of the empire, With this political dis-
integration various Timurid principalities started fighting

among themselves, Such a situation provided an opportunity to
the two new elements to enter the scene, One were the Uzbeks,

a Mongol tribe which started penetrating into Transoxiana from
the north and the other were the Safawids, who emerged in the
west of it under Shah Isma'il, Further towards the west of Iran,
the povwer of the Ottoman Turks was rising, Apart from the terri-
torial expansion, assumption of Caliphate was another achievement of
the Ottoman Empire,2 The first Sultan who turned his attention

towards the East was Sultan Salim who ascended throne in 1512,3

The Ottoman Sultans wanted to establish their domination

in eastern Europe as well as Iraqg and Iran, The emergence of

'
'

2 J,AR,, Marriott, The Eastern Question, Oxford, 1918,
p. 36,

3 E,S, Creasy, History of the Ottoman Turks, London,

p.295,
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these empires synchronized with one another political event
which had far reaching consequences for the political history
of Northern Indla as well as the Asian balance of power, This
was the establishment of the Mughal Empire by Babur in 1526,
Babur was expelled from hls principality of Faraghna in
Transoxiana by the Uzbeks, He made no secret of his desire of
recapturing his homeland from the Uzbeks,4 This factor of ven-
geance remained always a dominant cause in the relations between
the Mughals of India and the Uzbeks, This also explains the
perpetual hostility of the Mughals towards the Uzbek Khanates,
Furthermore, this factor had influenced their relations with

Persia and Turkey too,

Another factor of paramount importance with regards to
the Turko-~Mughal relationship was sectarianism,5 The Safawid
Empire professed Shi'ism as their state religion and promoted
Shi'ite faith, They even resorted to persecution in order to
copvert people from other sects, The Ottomans, Mughals and
Uzbeks were, on the other hand, the Sunnis, The Ottomans had

received the title of Sultan-e-Rum from the shadowy caliph

Lt —

4 Babur, Tuzuk, English Translation, Mrs, Beveridge,
London, 1931, Vol, II,, pp., 626-7,

5 Aziz Ahmad, Studies in _  Islamic Culture in the
Indian Environment, London, 1964, p,25,




living at Cairo, later they assumed the title of Padshah-e-Islam,

They may thus become the temporal and spiritual rulers of the
Sunni world,7 The rise of the Safawids and their policy of
promoting Shi'ism in their territory made the Ottoman Sultans
conscious of the danger of the expansion of Shi'ism in the region
adjoining the Safawid territory towards the East, In other words,
they feared that the Safawid domination in their own territory,
This led to the a number of clashes between the Ottomans and the
Safawids, In 1512 Sultan Salim (the 'Grim') defeated the Safawid
ruler Isma‘il I, It may not be out of interest to say that in the
battle of Panipat in 1526 Babur adopted the same Rumli pattem of
warfare as adopted by the Ottomans in the battle of Chaldiran
against the Safawids in 1514,6 Babur also availed of the services
of the Ottoman master gunncrs Ustad All ond Mustafa, With the
Ottomans, Babur had no direct contact, and reference to them are
indirect, He followed the Ottoman method of arranging his

7
artillery in his battle against Rana Sanga,

The Ottoman threat from the west compelled the Safawids

to adopt a friendly attitude towards the Mughals, particularly

——— TS T -t s e S S WA oo

8 Jagdish Narayan Sarkar, Asian Balance of Power in the
Light of Mughal Persian RPivalry inh the 16th and 170 canturies,
Stuaies in tne koreign Kelatlous or india, hyderaved, 197>, p,205,

7 Aziz Ahmad, op,cit,, p.25.



when they had to face an aggressive Uzbek power in the East,
Though Qandhar was always a bone of contention between the
Mughals and the Safawids for commercial and strategic reasons,
there was no other frontier dispute between them,8 In the same
way Khorasan was the bone of contention between the Uzbeks and

the Safawids,

.Thus the political and secterian considerations put the
Uzbeks and the Ottomans together who pitted against their
common enemy, i,e, the Safawids of Persia, It was this element
of common hostility which compelled the Ottomans and the Uzbeks
to form an alliance with the Mughals of India against their
adersery, But the Mughals were extremely indifferent to such

an alliance for a number of reasons,

According to the Ottoman historian Ferdi, the first
reference to the Mughals in the Ottoman sources refers back to
the appearance "One Lodi Prince Burhan Bey, the son of Sinkandar

Shah, who arrived in Istanbul in 1536, Fleeing before the

8 ip_i_gol p024.
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invasion of the Chaghtayan armies he sought refuge at the

Ottoman Court, ‘'He ﬁas granted the privilege of kissing the
Imperial hand and allowed-a daily pension of 300 aspers, At
about the same time, an embassy from King Bahadur Shah of Gujarat
arrived in Istanbul, to ask for help against the enchroachments
both of Humayun and of the Portuguese,“9 However we had no
evidencé in Indian accounts of any of the Sikandar's sons by the
name of Burhan and who sought assylum at the Ottoman court after
"being ruined by the invasion of the Chughatai (sic) armies", 10
None of the Afghan Princes of Delhi bore this name, Moreover,
this name was guite unfamiler in northern India at that time,
According to Shaikh Abdur Rashid this might refer to Sikandar
of Gujarat who ruled for little more than two months and was
assassinated in 1526, the year when the Mughals defeated the
Afghans at the battle of Panipat, Burhan may have been one of
the numerous princes who wore driven out of Gujarat by Humayun

when he conquered the country in 15353J' According to Shaikh Abdur

Rashid, the appearance of Burhan at the Sublime Porte is mentioned

—— - svane —— s

9 Bernard Lewis, pp,clt,, p.o.

20 Shaikh Abdul Raspid, Ottoman Mithal Relatiens
Durinc Seventeenth Centrry, J,IH,, 1963, Caicutta, p, 127,
11 SidiAli Reis, Mirat-al Mamalik, Eng, tr,
‘A. VambeIYl p0470




along with the arrival of an embassy from Bahadur Shash of Gujarat
who fleeing before the Mughals had sent his family and treasures

. 12
to Medina consisting of three hundred iron chests," ™

Babur did not recognise the Ottoman Sultan as Caliph and
he had no direct contact with him, When Humayun succeeded Babur
in 1530'during the period of Suri revolt and civil war, & clash
developed‘between his brother Kamran and the Persians over Qandhar,
His initial wvictories alarmed Sulaiman the Magnificent to order
several naval expeditions to Gujarat to check the Portuguese on
the Arabian Sea and west Coast of India or possibly to reduce not
only Gujarat but the whole of India, That under Admiral Sidi Ali
Reis, ‘'Katib-i-Rumi' was disastrously routed, He escaped to
Turkey through Mughal India, Central Asia and Persia,13 He was
the first unofficial Turkish ambaésador who came to Delhi indirectly
but tactfully claimed for his master soverivgnity and supremacy

in Darul-Islam, The Ottomans however continued in their efforts

to be friendly with Humayun, Sidi Ali Rels, the Turkish Admiral

cum poet, received cordial welcome at the court of Humayun and he

114

wag escorted by Bairam Khan to the capita e had left deep

12 For a detailed study, see E,S, Creasy, op,cit.,
pp . 287-88 .

13 Shaikh Abdur Rashid, op,cit., p.127,

14 Vambery, op,cit,, p.47.
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impression on the mind of Humayun particularly of his poetry,

In Mughal India the tradition of Turkish poetry goes back to

'Ali Sher Nawal' which was imported in India by Babur,15 In the
verses of both Humayun and Bairam Khan, cne finds sensitive

poetic allusion to the ghazals of Sidi Ali Reis, Even he paid a
rich tribute to Indo-Persian poetry by composing verses in Persian

in Mira't-ul-Mamalik, = <idi Ali Reis complimented the Indo-Persian

school of poetry by composing Persian ghazals in the style of
Khusrau,16 It is quite probuble that his voyage was the first
channel through which the works of Indo-Persian poets reached the
Ottoman Empire and this may explain the familirity of Naima and

others with Indian literary scene,17

By the time of Sulaiman the Magnificant the Ottomans
had already established their religious supremacy over the whole
Islamic world, The Turkish Sultan wanted the Mughals to accept
his status, This claim was implicit in the statement of Sidi Ali
Reis that the emperor of China had given his Muslim subjects the

18
right to include the names of the Ottoman Sultan in the Khutba,’

16 Aziz Ahmed, op,cit,, r.27.

16 vambery, op,cit., pp. 54-55,

17 Joseph de Hammer, ‘Memoir on the diplomatic
relations between the-Delhi and constantinople in 16th and
17th century, TRAS, II,1830, pp, 463-64,

.18 Vvambery, op,cit., pp. 53-54,
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Humayun, without expressing any resentment, admitted that the
Sultan was the only person to be called the Padshag,ﬁlbut did
not formally acknowledge his supremacy, At the death of
Humayun in 1556, Sidi Ali Reis was still in India and it was
on his advice that Humayun's death was kept secret till the

enthronement of Akbar,

When Akbar his throne insecured like his father Humayun,
he also started by going further in positive friendliness towards
the Ottomans, He had written a letter tOZQSulaiman the Magni-
ficent in 1556 and sent it through Sidi Ali Reis in which he
addressed the Ottoman Sultan as ‘the Khalifa on the earth',

no reply, however, came from the Sultan,21

Akbar in his early days was under the influence of the
‘Ulama', and hence acknowledged with great willingnesc the

- 22,
religious superiority of the Ottoman Sultan, ' Thies attitude of

23
Akbar was totally in contrast with his later anti-Ottoman policies '

——

1.9: Jagdish Narayan Sarkar, op,cit,, p,205,
20 De Hammer, op,cit,, p. 476.
21 Aziz Ahmad, cp,cit,, p.28,

29 T.W., Aronold, The Caliphate, Oxford, 1924, pp. 146-47.

23'F,W. Buckler,"A‘New Interpretation of Akbar's Decree
of 1579,, TRAS, 1924, pp, bSYu=6uu,



which were shaped by @ number of factors, One of the greatest
achievements of Akbar in the realm of military administration

is described to the establishment of what is called ‘Scientific
Frontier' in the North-West, He rejected the previous boundaries
of the river Indus and Sulaiman range etc, Instead of river
Indus and Sulaiman range he made Hindukush, the frontier of the,
Mughal.Empire in the Morth-West, llistorians as well as Geog-
raphers have revealed the strategic importance ot Hinukush and
Akbar'c success could be understood from the fact that no external
invasion took place through Hundukush, even the Britishers came
éhrough the Western ind Festem masts ., The occupation of Kabul and
Qandhar was important for the deffence of tindukush, which he
achieved in 1953, The person who made Akbar's tack more and more
difficult was Abdullah Khan Uzbek of Turan, Akbar was chary of
Abdullah Khan's aggreésive design of capturing Kabul and Qandhar,
He directed all his efforts to guard Kabul, When Akbar occupied
Kabul the two giénts came face to face with each other, Abdullah
Khan Uzbek wanted to ally with Akbar as against the Safawids, The
reasion was obvidusly the same sectarian differences, Akbar on
the other-hand found that the existence of Persian Empire is
essential to check the Uzbeks, The Uzbeks and the Ottomans were
hand in glove against the Safawids, To him Akbar rejected the
Ottoman proposal of tripartite alliance beccause, as he thought,

Safawid's existence wag necessary to check the Uzbek threat,
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He sent a counter proposal to Abdullah Khan Uzbek to help the
Persians against the Ottomans, An attempt made by Abdullah Khan

to form a triple alliance against the Persians with the Ottoman, In
one of his letters to the Uzbek chief he expresses his intention

of driving away the Portuguese from India and of freeing the Holy
places evidently from the Ottomans, The Ottoman Sultan seems at
first to have regarded the rise of the l'ughals with suspicion,

This was reinforced in 1588 when reports were received from

Ottoman sples 1n India that Akbar wag consﬁring with the Portuguecse

and planning a naval expedition to strike at the ports of Yemen,

As Akbar's power grew he developed an anti-Ottoman bias,24

Declining now to recognize the Sultan as the Calipl he put
forward his own claim to the title,25 He never regarded the
Ottoman Sultan as the cole champion:s of the Islamic world, This

was best munifested In his Mahzar of 1579, When he tried to

assume theo position of Imam—-i-Adil Padshah-i-Islam and  Amirul
M9229993,26 and reserved the right of interpreting the Icnlamic

law and issuing a religious ‘decrec', The policy of Sulh-e-Kul or

‘grand reconciliation' which he persued from 1580 to 1605 denied

24Bernad Lewis, op, cit., p.6; Abul Fazal, Maktubat,
pp. 14-5,23, 37-39,

25 Badauni, Muntakhab-al-Tawarikh, Calcutta 1868, vol,I1I,
p.254,

26 Syed Mahmood, The Khilafatamd England, London, 1920,
pP.54,
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any alliance with any religious authority outside the country,
Hence we see that without an apparent reason Akbar dcveloped a

policy of antipathy towards the Ottomans,

Akbar's successer Jahuargir continued thils policy, The
early years of his reign were characterised by feelings of friend-
ship with Persia and indiffcrencc to the Ottoman Empire, 1In his

memolrs Tuzuk-e-Jahangiri, we find that thils impression towards

the Ottoman was much influenced by his heritage mainly Timur's

27 The Mughal relation with the

victory over Bayzid Yildrim,
safawids also improved under Jahangir due to his friendship with
Shah Abbas I, Sir Thomes Roe suggests that in 1616 Shah Abbas I
sent his embassy to obtain financial help from Jahangir for his
war against the Ottomans and Jahangir responded liberally to it,
The occupaticn of Qandhar by Shah Abbas I in 1617 which came as a
great shock to Jahangir,28 totally altered his policy towards
Persia and Turkey., Meanwhile Shah Abbas recaptured Baghdad from
the Ottomans, This led the fouvndation of a new triangular solida-

rity of the Ottomans, Mughals and Uzeks, all the three directed

29
against Persia, Thig was the first clear reversal of traditional

—— —s e Gu— —

27 Jahangir, Tuzpk English Translation, Rogers London,
1909, pp. 144-5, 153-4,

28 Aziz khmad, op,cit,, p.35.

29 Jahangir, Tuzuk, ed, Sayyid Ahmad, Aligarh, 1864,
pPP. 325=30,



27

Mughal Policy, Jahangir received a letter from Sultan Murad IV
of Turkey advising him to help the Uzbek king Imam {uli Khan
against the Persians, announcing his own intention of matching
against Persia, This letter which survives in Faridun Bey's

Mansh at-e-Salatin, is the first known from an Ottoman Sultan to

a Mughal Emperor, But the scheme of the Sunni Triple Alliance
(1625,26) against Persia did not materialise on account of Jahangir's
death in 1627, and of raid on the Mughal province of Kabul by the

Izbek ruler of Balkh, Nazar Muhammad Khan.30

According to Bernad Lewis 'The next report dates from the
year 1632 in this year the Ottoman historian Naima tells us,
the Mughal prince Baysunkur Mirza31the grandson of Akbar, came to
Istanbul' to rub his brow on the Imperial Gate', He set up house
in the suburb of Uskudar, Naima relates at some length how the
Mughal family had been massacred by Shah Jahan, and how Baysunkur
escaped to Iran, Finding a cold reception there, he continued his
Journey to Istanbul, and sought hospitality and help from the
Ottoman Sultan Murad IV (1623--40).32 After the death of Jahangir

Baysunkur joined Shahryar who had proclaimed himself Emperor

. —— — )

30 Rogers, op,cit., p. 65, 89,

31 Also known as Baisanghar

32 Bernad Lewis, op,cit., p.G.



against helr designate prince Khurram (Shahjahanr), The princes
were defeated near Lahore, DBaysunkar £fled to Badakshan, and
according to Lazwini died there; but an unknown person assumed
his name and went to Turkey via Balkh, Persia ond Baghdad, He
ultimately returned to Thatta where the governor Daulat Khan
recognised the 'imposter', He arrcsted and sent him to the
court where he was ordered to be put to death in 1636,33 According
to English Factory records (May 13,1631) it was rumoured that the
brince intended invading India with the help of the Ottomans?4
According to the Ottoman accounts Baysunkur having been coldly
received in Persia after his flight from India, appeared at
constantinople before Sultan Murad IV in 1632, The Mughal prince
seems to have bad impression at the Turkish court Naima describes
him as boastful arrogant and discourteous?5 His lack of manners
and general haughtiness displeased the Sultan, when he was given
a sum of money for his expenses which he distributed immediately

amongst the attendants at court, As a result of these acts of

discourtsy to the great annoyance of the Sultan, He was “always

———— — ——

33 Abdul Hamid Lahori, Badshahnama, Calcutta, 1867, vol,I,
Book II, p.206,

% English Factories in India (1630-33), p.160,

35 Bernad Lewis, op,cit., p.G.
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followed", Naima writes, "by a scrvant who carried the hide of a
hart and spread his master to sit upon, This stupid and uncouth
behaviour was the cause that the Sultan had no desire what ever

to see any more of him,36 However he went and demanding an army
from the Sultan, to win him the throne of India the Sultan was not
interested, because his relations with Shah Jahan were good and °
the Mughal emperor had already sent him two embassies with gifts
and protestations of friendship, Ewventually Baysunkun gave up
hope of wining Turkish support and left the country and some say

he became a darvish,

The military objective of Shah Jahan which included the
recapture of (andhar and subjugation of Shi'ite state in Dacan
made a clash with the Safawids inevitable, On the other hand the
persians were at war with the Ottomans, So Shah Jahan started
thinking in terms of entering into same kind of alliance to which
his father had switched towards the end of his reign, But the
sinister movements of the ruler of Transoxiana Nazar Muhammad
towards Kabul the victory of Shah Safi at Erivan in 1637 by Persian

governer Ali Mardan Khan who was later on given the governship

36 Hammer[ op.cit,, p.463,
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of Kashmir3 7 by Shah Jahan, amended Shah Jahan's calculations,
But before the surrender of Uandhar Shah Jahan received the
intelligence of s large scale military preparations by the Safawids
he got alarmed, In 1638 he sent his [irst embassy to the Ottoman
Empire under Mir Zarif3815phani on expert dealer in horses 'had
been sent to Persia for the purpose of horses, The horses that -
he brouéht for the royal stables were not liked by the Emperor
and he felt out of favour, He was anxious to be restored to
favour and requested permission to go to Arablia and Turkey to
purchase horses, Afzal Khan was instructed to draft a letter to
the Sultan and another to the Grand vizir of Sultan Murad IV and
despatched it through Mir Zarif, The purpose of this embassy was
proclained to purchase horses presumbly to relate the susplcous
of Shah safi and the Persian noble in the Mughal Court,39
According to Bermad Lewls the ambassador brought samptuous gifts,
including a girdle worth 15,000 piasters, and shield of elephant
ear and rhinocoros' hide, the letter he brought was less garti-

fying, Shah Jahan urged on Murad the need for a close alliance

37 Abdul Hamid Lahori, Badshahnama, Calcutta, 1867,
vol, II, pp. 21=24, 126,

38 Shah Nawaz Khan, Mathir-ul-Umara' III, p.22.b,

39 Aziz Ahmad, op,cit., p.37.
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between the two Sunni emperors against the Shia heretics in Iran
but in such terms as to reproach the Ottoman Sultan for dilatori-
ness and lack of zeal,‘M)But the letter which Mir Zarif carried
to Murad IV contained the same old story of an alliance against
persia, The proposal suggested a cordinated invarion of Persia
by the Ottomans, Mughals and the Uzbeks, The title which Shah .
Jahan tised for Murad Iv4lin the letter liked "Khaqan of the
Muslim Kings" etc, were politically motivated because Murad's
answers to Shah Jahan offended him, Unfortunately, the text of
this letter has so far not heen traced, It is also said that
Murad IV had objected to Shah Jahan's title while he was in fact
only the ruler of India, which brought displeasure to Shah Jahan,
This Ottoman reply was taken to India by an ambassador called
Arsalan Aga, 1In 1642 he returned to Constantinople bringing
unmistakable indication of Shah Jahan's displeasure, No letter
was sent by Shah Jahan to Sultan Ibrahim (1640-48) who had mean-
while succeeded Murad IV on the Ottoman throne, However, one
finds that the attitude of the Ottoman Sultan Ibrahim towards
shah Jahan remained cold and indifferent, especially after

Shah Jahan's campaign of Balkh and Badakhashan, &Shah Jahan lost

4Q Bernad lLewis, op,cit., p,7

41 YFaridun Bey, Munshaat-e-Salatin, vol,II,
pp. 67—690




3é

Qandhar in 1649 and find the Safawid Shah Abbas II, King Abdul
Aziz coming together when the later sought the formers help in
his gquarrel with Uzbek rivals in Khawarizm,42 In lieu of this
the Uzbek Khan refused an alllance with the Mughals against
Persia, though in later diplomatic correspondence Shah Jahan
continued to show his regard ftor the Ottoman Sultans, Some

scholars have attributed this to the religlous zeal of Shah Jahan,

The next Turkish enwvoy named Sayyid Mohi-uddin was sent

in 1649 to the court of Shah Jahan, He was sent with a letter

to the Mughal emperor on 16th May 1649 to notify the accession

of Muhammad IV and to seek support for Nazar Mohammad and bring
out a reconciliation between him and his son Abdul Aziz Sayyid,
Mohiuddin's arrival in 1650 at Surat was reported to the Mughal
emperor, and elaborate arrangements were made to recieve him and
conduct him to the capital, He was allowed to return in November

1651,

It was not until 1652 that a new Mughal ambassador, called
43
Sayyid Ahmad = (Mir-i-Adl) arrived in Constantinople, He was sent

to Constantinople with the Ottoman ambassador Sayyid Mohiuddin

——

42 Aziz Ahmad, op,cit,, p.40.

43 Padshanama Manuscript in Allahabad University
Library, p.201 b.
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The letter which he had carried was in reply to the letter sent,
by the sutlan to Shah Jahan and the latter informed him that the
matter relating to Nazar Muhammad had been taken care of him,
The Mughal wnbussudor Sayyld Alunad Nalwa describes about as man
of "learning charm and wit", and remarks that no ambassalor had
ever been received with such attention and honour.q‘4 The
ambassédor was feted and entertained and given rich presents to
take home with him?5 The another Turkish ambassador Zulfigar
Agha came as head of the return embassy to the court of the
Mughal emperor, He reached Surat in December 1653, He was
received in éudience in March 1654, Orders were issued tO© local
officers to accompany the ambassador to the capital, He was
received by Prince Sulaiman Shukoh and Jahan Ara Begum, The
Turkish Sultan referred to the complaints he had received from
Nazar Mohammad kKhan but expressed satisfaction with Shah Jahan's
subseduent conduct, Shah Jahan felt offended at the patronising

46

tone of Sultan Muhammad's letter, He gave an indlcation of this

7

‘ 48
in the letter which he sent through Qaim Becjl in August 1654,

44" Abdur Rashid, op,cit.. p.132,
85 Bernad Lewis, op, cit., p.S.
46 Banarsi Parasad “Shah_Jahan" Allahabad, 1932, p,301

47 Muhammad Waris, Badshahnama, p,276,

48 Ibid,, pp. 485-6,



He was the last envoy to be sent to Constantinople by Shah Jahan,
The value of presents sent is calculated by Waris at ten lakhs

of rupees while the present and entertainment money given to
zulfiqar Agha cost the Mughals another 2,75,000,49 Zulfigar Agha

‘died on the way back home near Jiddah,

According to the Ottoman sources prince Dara Shukoh had
sent a letter to the Turkish Grand vizir through one Mulla Shakir,
There is no reference to any such letter in the numerous histo-

ries written in India during this period,

In the words of Bernad lewis on the return of Qaim Beg
a percon wag appointed with him named Manzade Husain, He was one
of the chief Chambarlains of the Olloman court and it seem a man
of some distinction, le returned to Turkey in 1659, Unfortunately
his report on India, was not available though some allusions to
it appear in the Naima's history, He was received in India by
Murad Baksh who accepted his letter and gifts and replied to them

as 50vereign§0

After the death of Shah Jashan diplomatic contacts between

the Ottoman sultan and the Mughal emperors became less frequent

49 1bid,, p.277.

50 Bernad Lewis, op,cit,, p.S.



and more casual and formal, Both the empires were faced with

serious domestic problems,

The relation of Aurangzeb with other Muslim rulers out
side India were correct and friendly, In 1665 there came
ampbassadors from the Sherif of Mecca, Turkish gowvernor of Yemen_
and Basrah?l In 1661 Husain Pasha the Turkish governor of
Basrah had sent a letter congratulations on his accession and a
gift of horses, Latters in disgrace at the Ottoman court he
took refuge in India and joined Auranzeb's service, as did also
his successor designate to the governorship of Basrah, Yahya
Pasha.52 Diplomatic relations were none existent between the
Mughal Empire and the Ottoman Empire for 32 years during
Aurangzeb's reign, In 1690 after the defeat of Qara Pasha at
Vienna, when the Ottoman Empire was in distress the Ottoman Sultan
sulaiman II (1687-91) had sent @ lotter by Ahmad Aga to the
Mughal Empire to sock Aurangseh's uld,53 Tho suwmuary of tho
letter has becn given by Riazul Islam which deserves to be

quoted at lengths

51 sSagi Mustaid Khan, Meathir-i-Alamgiri, Eng, tra,
J, Sarkar, Calcutta, 1947,

52 1bid,, pp. 20-22,

53 _Ih_;i_goi p0203 .
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":Lengthy opening, rearing on the nature
and purpose of monarchy, ©Says it is ordained
py twranic injunction and affirmed by the
traditions of the Holy Prophet that every
realm in every period of history should have
a ruler, The Prophet himself was a ruler, He
was followed by the four pious Capliphs,
Expresses cordial friendship for "Shah
Aurangzeb ‘Alamgir" (name preceded by seven
lines of compliments) and enyuires after
his welfare,

The exalted duty of looking after the
two holy cities (Haramain-i Sharifain = Mecca
and Mcdina) has been assigned to the Ottoman
Sultan, The various Christian powers have
combined to decolatc the lands of Islam and
to oppress the Muslim whé have turned to God
for help, Alludes to and briefly cities the
Quranic verse meaning that God exalds those
who undertako Jihad, cover those who ebstain
from it,

In keeping with the well-known royal
practice of strengthening relations through
correspondence, the writer is sending this
letter by the hand of ,.,,. (two-word space
left blank for name) from the capital
Qustantiniyya (Constantinople), Expects that
the Padshah, with the blessing of the 'Ulama'‘
and the Masha'ikh and out of regard for the
claims of Din~i-Ahmadi and its Shari‘'at, will
(exert to) attain the rewards of uyihad (text:
na'il-i ajr~-i jihad), The identity of reli-
gion and community between them recuires un-
interrupted correspondence, Requests early
conge for the bearer of the letter, (written
in) the year 100 (i,e. A, H, 1100)" 54

But the Ottoman ambassador rhmad Aya was received coldly

because the Ottoman negligence ir not sending an embassy to

—m—— amra— - .- e ———— Qon—y—

54 Riazul Islam, Calendar of Documents on Indo-
Persian Relation, V,II, Karachi, 13987, pp, 339-340.




Aurangzeb until 32 years of his reign, Again, as Persia was

weak there was no necessity of renewing Turko~Mughal alliance?5

The Ottoman historical records of the eighteenth century
contain a few allusions to diplomatic exchanges petween the
‘courts of Delhi and Constantinople, Conditions in the sub-
continent were chaotic and the Ottoman Empire was in retreat in
Europe when & Mughal embassy arrived in Constantinople in 1717,
Apart from the usual details about the gifts, no information is
given by the Imperial historiographer Rashid, 56The Imperial
historiographer Izzi tells us that the Mughal emperor and the
Ottoman Sultan had long been friends., In 1744 Muhammad Shsh
(1719~-48) the powerless Mughal emperor of Delhi had sent an
ambassador called Sayyid Ataullah Bukhari to the Ottoman Sultan
Mahmud warning him against the tactics of nadir Shah, and pro-
posing @ common alliance against him, Though he might for the
moment seek Turkish friendship, bis intention against Turkey
were no less hostlile than against Mughal India, The letter sayss

"Says he had earlier received through
Sayyid' Ataullah b, Atai Husaini a letter

from Sultan Ahmad Khan (I1I, J8,1730),
congratulating him (Muhammad Shah) on his

ot ey o et ——— —p | — e st e p— ) " T s e o e ———

55 J.N, Sarkar, cop,cit,, p.135, Bernad Lewis, cp,cit,
p.8, Aziz Ahmad, op,cit., B.44. =

56 Bernad Lewis,op,cit,, p.8, Aziz Ahmad, op,cit., r.44.
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his accession, Expresses pleasure on

the accession of the Sultan (Mahmud Khan I),
The envoy Sayyid' Ataullah is therefore
being sent again, Requests maintenance of
cordial relation; and the keeping up of
correspondence" , 2

‘ The letter of Muhammad Shah contained nothing apart

from the subject of renovation of the old ties of accord, But the’
letter of India minister (Wukula-i Hindiya) and the Muluk-i-
Majusya spoke of the need of revenge on nadlr Shah and of

Liberating the provinces grabbed by him, The tadrir of Syyid

Ataullah' also contained a plea to Sultan not to make peace with
Nadir shah, The Summary of the Sayyid Ataullah's tadrir is given

belows

"In the month of Safar of the Hijri year
1154/April 1741, Tahm's Quli Naditr Shah Afghar
sent an envoy to India with the object of
purchasing as many ships as possible, one
hundred, two hundred or even more, The cost
of these ships was to be paid from the
trcasury of the province of $ind which though
part of the Indian empire, is at present under
Persian occupation, Accordingly eight large
ship were purchased and despatched to Bandar'
Abbas, Soon, however, 1t transpired that
Tahmas Quli was planning an invasion of the
Ottoman cuwpire and that these ships were

. being accuired for that purpose, When we

w—— —— ——

57 Raizul Islam, C,D,I,FP,R,, op,cit., p,346,



came to know of this we stopped all further
supply of ships to Tahmas Quli we wrote that
no further ships were available and we thus
put him off,

When, in the course of crossing the
‘Persian Gulf, we reached the Port Bushahr
and men from Bushahr Boarded our ship, they
told us that 500 skilled carpenters were
working day and night to bulld large ships,

In the year 1155 when Tahmas Quli was

" fighting against the Lesuis and besieging them,
a trustworthy spy brought to the Mughal govern-
ment the following report of Tahmas Quli's
plans : Tahmas Quli says he would invade the
Ottoman empire in 1154 (or 1159, doubtful
reading), If he succeeded, he would stay
there and keep himself informed of the affairs -
of the seven realms, If he fails to concuer
the Ottomans, he would make a feigned peace
with them, Then, after making effective arrange-
ments for the security and defence of the
frontiers of Iran, he would swiftly march into
India, and collect the ships from all the ports
from Bengal to Lahari Bandar which marks the
limit of the province of Sind, After collecting
artillery, s=oldiers and all military equipment
and supplies and putting them on board the ships,
he would sail across the Persian Gulf to the
Suezport, Then he would capture the cities of
Mecca and Medina and the countries of Egypt,
Syria etc, some of the ships laden with military
ecuipment he-will send by the way of Persian
Gulf for the seizure of the port of Basra,

Sayyid' Ataullah concluded his speech thus:
What I had been appointed to say, I have said,
And it all comes to this: the Islamic Ottoman
empire will be well-advised to refrain from
making peace with Tahmas Quli, For one cannot
depend on the treaties made by him, He made
peace with the peoplesgf Hindusten but went
back on his pledge."

58 Raziull Islam, C,D,I,P.R,, op,cit,, pp. 350-51.
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In a report presented by the ambassador himself to the
Ottoman authorities, he gives specific evidence of Nadir Shah's
hostility and of India's goodwill, Thus for instance, Nadir Shah
had sent a mission to India by ships, but when it was learnt that
they were for use agoinst Turkey their sale was prohibited.59
Now Nadir Shah was trying to make peace with the Ottomans, If ‘they
agreed to this, he would turn against India, The Ottomans should

not therefore be taken in by Nadir Shah's deceitful peace proposal,

but should continue the war,

The Sultan's rcturn embassy was led by Salim Muhammad Efendi
an official of the department of finunce, The contents of the
letter indicate that the attachment of Sultoan Mahmud for consi-
derable importance to thic correspondence, It further expressed
that general agreement and promises to take all possible pre-

cautions, The summary of this letter 1s as followss

Summary (based on the Persian text):"Respect-
fully submits that he was greatly honoured to
receive the Sultan's message (irshadat) vouchsafed
to Muhammad Sali Efendi who died on the way, and
which (message) was orally comnunicated to the
writer (mu'tagid-i rasikh ul-i tigad = orthodox
adherent) by Yusuf Agha, The news of Ottoman victo-
ries (over the Persians?) was received with great
jubilation, May the Sultan's sanguinary sword
(saif-i khun asham) be ever upon the throats of the
enemies, What the Sultan has, in consultation with
the 'Ulama‘', averred regarding the opponents of

59 Bernade Lewis, op,cit,.., p.S.
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faith and state, is (true like) divine inspira-
tion and indubitable revelation (ilham-i ghaibi
wa wahi-i la-rajbi), The Sultan's utterances on
certain matters have been received, Asseveraters
that he has been in every way loyal and faith-

ful to the Emperor Muhammad Shah, Now that he has
received the Sultan's command (amr-i wahi mithal=
order as binding as the divine revelation), he
(Nizam ul-mulk) will strive all the more assi-
duously in the loyal service of the Emperor,

Certain special mecsage have been entruvsted
only to Haji Yusuf and Sayyid ‘Ataullah, They
will deliver these to the Sultan after reaching
his honoured threshold, "60

The bearer of this letter travelled by way of Jiddah and
he reached India but died before arriving at Delhi, Al-Hajj Yusuf
Agha assumed charge of the embassy and of royal letter and other
official papers, The royal letter had been directly presented to
Muhammad Shah by Turkish new ambassador Haji Yusuf Agha and also
communicated him the oral message in accordance with the last
instruction of the deceased (Salim Efendl), He was entrusted
with a title and a present for the Sultan of Turkey from Mughal
Emperor and a letter also from Nizam-ul-Mulk (Asaf Jah) of Mughal
India, After performing his diplomatic duties he returned back
znd arrived at Constantinople in March 1749 or 17506,1 At the

same time the Turks suffered a crushing defeat at the hands of

Nadir shah in 1747, In fact, the war continued until 1747,

60 Riazul Islam, op,cit., No, Ott, 409, pp, 356-357,

61 Riyazul Islam, op,cit,, p. 355,
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In this period the Persians looked at the Indian Muslims with
same contempt and their view point is reflected in the memoirs

2
of the poet Shaiykh Ali Hazine,

According to Nam=e deftri Haji Yusuf Agha brought four
letters to Sultan Mahmud t one from Muhammad Shah, two from
Nizam-ul-Mulk Asaf Jah and One from hizam-ul-Mulk's son Nizam
ul~Daula Nasir Jang, The letter of Niza=-ul Mulk expressed that he
was greatly honoured to receive the Sultan's message which was
orally communicated by Haji Yusuf Aghafi3 Apart from these letters
some letters also came from Turkey which had been written by
Haji Yusuf Muhammad Efendi to lughal Emperor Ahmad Shah and Nizam
ul Daula Nasir Jang Bahadur, A letter was addressed to Indian
Emperor Ahmad Shah which was condolatory letterﬁ,l1 A Arzdasht was
sent by Haji Muhammad Yusuf Efendi to Nawab Asaf Jah in 1748,

In this letter he describes about the’problem of Zar-i Mutagallaba

(converted money). The summary of the letter is as follows 3

"This humble writer's men who travelled to the
capital (Delhi) with Nawwab Asaf Jah's letter, for
the purpose of settling the matter of zar-i-
mutagallaba (converted money?) of ‘Abdullah Armani,
found on arrival that the Wazir ul-Mamalik (Qamar
ud-din Khan) had proceeded to Lahore along with the
Padshahzada (Prince Ahmad). Hashmatullah Khan then

o ——— - - -t et — — ——

62 Aziz Ahmad,opcitp5 Cf Shaiykh Ali Hzim, Tarikh-i Ahwal
ba Tadhkira-i Hal, ed, ¥,C, Balfour,London, 1831,p,257,

63 fee Appendix C

64 See Appendix B,
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despatched the Nawwab's letter by (fast)
camel-riders to the Wazir ul-mamalik, The
letter, as desired in the Nawwab's letter,
issued ragams to 'Imad ul-mulk and to his
(i,2, Qamar uddin Khan's) own eldest to
investigate the correct position, The
mutagallib (money changer), seeing the Wazir
ul-mamnalik's interest in the matter, had the
case put up to the Emperor through the
influence of Rovafzun Khan, The Emperor
prdered ‘'Abd-ul--Majid Khan to have the matter
decided accordlng to the Sharitat (that is,

by Qadi), and if the envoy's entitlement was
proved, to pay his dues {rom the imperial
treasury, The case was handed over to the

Qadi who investigated it, and on the evi-
dence of good witnesses, gave a verdict in

the writer's favour and decreed that either
the mutagallib should account for the
mutagallaba money or should seek the Haji's
pleasure, In the meanwhile news arrived

of the Wazir ul-mamalik's sad demise, and the
enforcement of the deciee was deferred, Of the
writer's men who had gone to Shah Jahanabad
(Delhi), two proceeded to Burhanpur to give

a report of the matter to the Nawwab (the
addressee), Re uests that in accordance with
the instructions of the late Wazir ul-mmalik,
the amount in ¢uestion be held as an aman st

( a trust) till the mahdar is received,
Further requests the Nawwab to letters to
'Imad ul-Mulk and Sayyid Hashmatullah Khan
affirming that the last named has been lawfully
oppointed as the writer's attormey, When the
money in question has been received through
legal processes, it should be sent to the
writer at Surat through @ hundwi (i,e, hundi,
a bill of exchange), Yrges the Nawwab not to

lend ears to the lies of the murzqallib65
and his supporter Rozafzun Kh

- .

65 Mutaggalib means one who is dexterous in business, In the
above letter and in subsequent letters, mutaqallib could signify
a swindler and zar-i mutagallaba swindled money . However, the
repeated use of the two words indicates these were terms with a
special connotation,The context of the correspondence suggests
that mutagallib w<s a money-changer and zar-i mutagallaba converted
money, For the ubiquitous money-changer in the Mughal empire,
see A ,K,M, Farooque, Roads and Communications in Mughal India,
Delhi,1977,p,156,et seq,

66 Riazul Islam, Op,cit,, pp, 370-371,




Lernade Lewis guoting the biography of Muhammad Emin
Pasha, who became grand Wazir in 1769, was a son of a former
ambassador <Yusuf Agha) who came to India in the reigh of Muhammad
Shah, Muhammad Emin Pasha himself had accompanied his father on
this mission, The Ottoman sources contain a number of passing
allusions to some other missions which are not included in the

imperial records of history,

On the basls of whatever material i1s available in India on
this topic, we reach the conclusion that from sixteentli to
eighteenth century both the Ottoman and Mughal empires were the
greatest powers of the Muslim world, The rulers of these empires
were the sunni Muélims, However, they were too remote to inter-
act one another very much, elther as allies or as rivals., It
was necessary for the Ottomans to had their eyes fixed on Europe
due to some reasons, First, it was an area of expansion; .
secondly, it was also an area of danger for the Ottomans, So in

this prevailing conditions the principle concern of the Ottoman

sultans was to protect themselves against Europe,

On the other hand, the Mughals were preoccupied with
Indian affairs with so many problems of their vast empire, There

was only one thing which brought them together, that is the



common threat offered to the Ottoman Empire as well as to

the Mughal Empire by the Shi'ite Safawid Empire of Persia, It
was the time when the Ottomans were f£ighting near Baghdad

and the Mughals were fighting near Qandhar, The rulers of both
the empires had turned their attention towards the four sides
of their enemies' territory and started to exchange their

embagsies by sed routes,




CHAPTER - II

OTTOMAN RELATIONS WITII THE STATES OF
MYSORE AND HYDERABAD

Towards the close of the seventeenth century disintegra-
tion of the Mughal Empire set in, Conseguently a number of
independent states emerged during this time; Kabul was occupied
by Nadir Shah in 1739, Punjab came under the possession of Ahmad
shah Abdali ip 1754, The provinces of Bengal and Orissa too
becane indepdent under Aliwerdi Khan in 1798, while GCujarat and
Sindh cut themselves off from the Mughal Emﬁire in 1750, sa‘'adat
Khan an immigrant from Khorasan established himself in Awadh, His
successors ruled over Awadh (modern Uttar Pradesh) until 1848 :
In the South, Mysore also emerged as an autonomous independent
state in the wake of declining Mughal Empire, It situated in the
south India at the junction of Eastern and Westem Ghats, Hayder
Ali and his son Tipu Sultan made Mysore a powerful centre in the
second half of the eighteenth century, whereas Asaf Jah had
established independent Nizamat, However, it was Mysore which
looked for.legitimizing its rule, The political conditions in

South India in eighteenth century as follows:

Haider Ali Khan was a soldier of fortune, born in 1721,

Within @ sHort period he made himself the most powerful man in



Mysore, After sometimes he had become the most formidable power
of south India only due to his foresightedness, ability as well
as Judicious use of his great military capacity, The British who
were not so unwilling to the possibilities of establishing thelr
power in India as is gencrally made.out of by somec historians saw
Haider Ali to be the greatest obstacle in the achievement of their
ambition_] At the time of Hayder Ali's death his enemies conve-
niently believed that his new built empire would cease to be a
dominant factor in south Indian politics, The natural anxiety at
the death of a military commander and ruler like Hayder All was

exaggerated by the British infommants, Tor examplc Murad All,

S . ———— ittty

The companions of the Naik are gone off
to Tipu to say, collect your scattered forces
and colar and despatch a person with a letter
of pcace to the Heads of English army and if
the Nawab Walajah desires any thing as a
recompense for the destruction of his Kingdom,
settle matters by agrecment and live ceontented
in your Kingdom'? It is possible that some
weak hearts advised Tipu to seek terms, but
the army seems to have unbounded confidence
in hir, Fath Muhammad, a British sepoy, who
had reen able to visit the Mysore camp,
reported that "he could perceive that the army
in general had the highest opinion of Tippoo's
humanity and abilities to command them and were
highly confident that they would succeed while
he rcmained at their head" 2

1 Sir Alfrad Layall, Thc Rice and Expansion of the British
Domination in India, 1919, p.19,

2 Intelligence Received 18th December, 1782; I H, Qurecshi
'The Purmmose of Tipu Sultan's Embassv to Constantinople' ~,T.H.,
X1Iv, 1945, pp., 18-79, —
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This confidence reposed by the army in the capacity of
Tipu was justified by later events, which very soon showed that
he was a worthy successor of his father and could fulfil the
role of an ambitious ruler, It was the open ambition of Haider
Ali as well as Tipu to be the over-lord of all the area south of
the river Kisfna, This brought them into conflict with Nawab
Walajah, the rule of Arcot, There wa@s nothing in the conditions
of eighteenth century India to damp thece ambitions, The anarchy
brought about by the rise of the Marathas and thc weakening of
the Mughal Empire had made it possible for new dynasities to
establish and extend their power, Hayder Ali and Tipu were both
men of deecp acumen and posscssced a sound political instinct,
Apart from thils they soon came to foresee that if the Indian
povers did not unite against the British, the whole of South India
would pass into British hands, Nizam Ali Khan of Hyderabad was
also enjoined with British and he wanted to invade Hoyder Ali's
dominion and to partition his territories, The Nizam felt justi-
fied in planning the destruction of Hayder Ali because he considered
Hayder Ali to be a mere usurper with no right to his territories,
But Tipu ended this fiction of his dependence on the Hindu Raja
of Mysore which made his legal title even weaker, According to
the legal ideas of the day every Indian ruler had acknowledged the
supremacy of the House of Timur, This in itself would be yuite

acceptable to Tipu, but as matters stood, he could get recognition
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only as a subirdinate either of the Walajah or the Nizam, Both
the Nizam and the Walajah were dependent on the English who were

by no means friendly to Tipu,

In the given political condition when Tipu failed to get
recognition from the Nawab of Arcot and the Mughals he turned his
attenti?n towards Sultan Caliph of Turkey., The usual practice of.
obtaining legitimacy was to seek recognition from the Ottoman
Caliph, who were regarded as the Centre of religious and political
authority in the entire Muslim world, Since he was not able to
secure recognition in India he tried to secure it abroad, He
corresponded with Z2aman Shah, the ruler of Afghanistan and Karim
Khan Zhand of Iran, Both of these rulers addressed him as a
brother monarc:h,3 He was also ;n correspondence with the French
rulers to strengthen the bonds of friendship with France,4 The
french were his natural allies against the English and whose
friendship would have given him un international status, Simi-
larly, he corresponded with the Sultan of Turkey with a similar
end in view, He gained this object because we find the Sultan of

Turkey addressing him as an independent ruler,

3 Zaman Shah's letter to Tipu Sultan and Tipu Sultan's
letter to Var:m I"yan Zhand included in Tarlkh-l—Sultanat-l—
Khudadad, Gyooic,), po. 554=556,

4 I,H, ureshi,op,cit,, p.e3,

5 I'ehmud Banglori, Tarikh~e-5ultanat-i—Khudadad,(;zsore),
Lahore 1945, pp. 549-552, T




cgved  (Eayvid) Mahmud the author of Khilafar and England

writes that "“the Islamic civilization is a theocracy and the

Khalifa i1s its earthly head, whether, he be an Arab or nor-Arab

e

Whether his seat of power is at Mudind, Daghdad or Cunutantinople“.6

A Muslim ruler's position was considered legitimate and lawful only
after his title of Kingship was confirmed by the Sultan Caliph of
Turkey, Keeping with this factor in his mind first of all Tipu
sent Osman Khan to Constantinople to find out whether an embassy
to the Ottoman Government would be fruitful,7 Tipu had started a
correspondence with the Sultan of Turkey and was trying to annex
Bijapur to his territories, He had struck coins, roth rupees

and gold mohurs, with the figure of an elephant on one side of
them, and his name on the other, He wrote to Nawab Nizam Ali
Khan that he was the master of the whole country on 'this' side
of the Kistna and that the territories on the other side belonged

to the Nawab,8

After receiving a positive response, he had decided to

depute Ghulam Ali Khan, Nurullah Khan, Lutf Ali Khan and Jafar Khan

6 Syed Mahmud, The Khilafat and England, Fatna, 1921,p.6.

7 Mohibul Hasan, History of Tipu Sultan, Calcutta, 1¢71,p,.128,

8 Calender of Persiag"Corr§§§onggnce, May 29, 1784,
1118t~ News from Ellore, ‘C.355, Delhi, 1938,



with Sayyid Jafar and Khawaja Abdul Qadir as secretariles, to proceed
to Constantinople,9 Tipu asked them to proceed to Paris from
Constantinople and then to London to advise the kings of France

and England to keep them separate from the Maratha Mysore War.10

4
After sometime they were called back from the Constantinople and

they could not £ulfil this part of their mission,

*+

Therefore, with the objective of sccuring a diploma from
the Caliph Tipu sent an embassy to Constantinople in 1786, However,
this was not the sole objective, He had several other objectives,
Earlier Tipu had made attempts to secure political recognition
from the MwBal Emperor Shah Alam, But this attempt was unsuccess-
ful, He had tried to secure recognition as a ruler of Mysore from
the neighbouring state as well, Commenting on the historical

backgrcund of such a recognition Mohibbul Hasan writes that:

"The idea of securing an investiture
from the Caliph was no innovation on the
part of Tipu, With the exception of Mughal
Emperors who regarded themselves as Caliphs
in their kingdom in their own right, 2 num-
ber of Muslim rulers of India had secured

9 Mark Wilk, South Indian History, vol, IV, Delhi,
1980, r.361.Cg£, M, Sharma Rao, Modern Mysore, Banglor, 1936,p9,139,

10 National Archives, Secret Proceedings, Jan,5, 1787,No,3.
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confirmation of their +itle to the throne

from the then ruling Caliphgs, Thus Iltutmush

and Mahmud of Ghazni had obtained their

investiture from the Abbasid Caliphs of

Baghdad while Muhammad bin Tughla«, Firorz

Shah Tughladg and Mahimud of Malwa had

cecured 1t from *he Zlbasid Caliphs of Egypt,

liov that the Caliphate had become vested

in the Ottoman dynasty;, Tipu wanted to

obtuain his investituvre from the Ottoman

ruler in order to legalise his status which

appearcd to anamalous" 1l

In the prevailing political condilionc of the eighteenth

century Tipu sought to obtain an investliture from the Ottoman
ruler in order to legalise hi: rule in illycore, In view of the fact
the Nizam, the Nawab of Camatic and the Maratha posscosed legal
titles to their territories, llayder Ali, Tipu's father, bad
enjoyed legal position as a dalavayi of the Raja of Mysore and had
procured through the good offices of Ragalat Jung, the Govemment
or Suba of Sira from the Mughal Emperor,12 whercas Tipu had
dethroned the ruler of Mysore, Therefore, without a proper
recognition his position would have been that of an usurper, For
this reason Tipu sought to legitimise his position in Mysore,

Thereupon he decided to send envoy to the Caliph and secure

confirmation of his position as an independent nuler,

11 Mohibbul Hasan, cp,cit., r.128,

12 _:..[J...;L..(;ol h3128.
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In the given political condition when Tipu failed to get
recognition from the Nawab of Arcot and the Mughals he turned his
attention towards the Caliph, Secking of rccognition from the
Caliph had precedence wihen in the carly sixteenth century the
ruler of Gujarat had acknowledged the Caliph,>> Shah Waliullah
of the eighteenth century however claimed that the Muslims of
India had all along recognized the Sultan of Turkey as their
Caliph,14 Thi: wag however disputed by 4 number of sc‘holars,15
According to I,H, Qureshi it is true that Tipu Sultan had the
intention of establishing trade relations with the Ottoman
Empire, but this objective could not only secondary as he did not
persist in this attempt, Besides a man of his acumen could not
be ignorant of the fact that it was useless to establish facto-
ries in Turkey without merchantships and effective naval power
to guard them, Nor could he have ignored the certainty of an
impending conflict with the British who enjoyed suprerucy in

Indian and Turkicsh water.16

On the bacsis of following points we can observe the real

objective of Tipu'c Triumph to ertablish relations with Turkeys

S——— ——

123 syed Mahmud: op,cit,, p.50.
14 Ipid,, p.50.
15 As far example Szyyid Ahmed Khan, 1886,

l6 I,H, Qureshi, op, cit,, p.77.



(1)

(2)

(3)

I1f Tufkey and Iran are provided ports in India, in lieu
of this they will also provide ports for Mysore on the
shores of their countries, Then the navigational routes
of the Muslim ships and the ports will not have the chance

to be occupied by the western nations,

Since ancient times India's trade was carried out througﬁ
land route and by this trade the Islamic countries and the
Muslims prospered themselves, After the discovery of the
Cape of Good Hope route, the Europeans had taken over this
trade, Therefore, Tipu Sultan in order to recapture this
trade proposed a short sea route direct from India to
Turkey via Basrah which was shorter and easier than the
Cape of Good Hope rou’cef17 Apart from this trade, there
wag also another motive which was the security of the

trade of the Muslim countries and will strengthen their

naval power which did not exist at all till that age,

The Muslims were not much interested in trade and commerce
which had made them superior in all over the world, There-
fore Tipu wanted to provide .factories not only in his
dominion but all over the Muslim countries to divert the

attention of Muslims towards trade and commerce,

17 See Map, p, 101
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(4) To expel the Britishers from India Tipu sought for

military help from Turkey,

The embussy sent by Tipu was composed of 900 personnel
and was led by Ghulam Ali Khan an important trusted officer of
Tipu Sultan, Also included in it were some of eminent courtiers
and secretaries of the Sultan like Nurullah Khan, Lutf Ali
Khan, Sayyid Jafar, Jafar Khan and Khawaja Abdul Qadir, Besides
these, there were a number of traders and a large encourage of staff,
This delegation carrieé considerable quantities of cloth, sandal
wood products, spices, gold and silver coins, local garments and
jewellery to offer them as gifts to high officials and nobles etc,
as well as to meet the expenses of the embassy, It also carried
four elephants of which one each was to be presented to the
Ottoman Sultan, King of France and King of England respectively
and the remaining one was to be so0ld to realise the expenses of
the journey, Some of these articles were taken for the publicity
of the products of Mysore Kingdom were to be sold at the various
ports of call, Thus the twin objective of this embassy was
apart from seeking the recognition from the Caliph, Tipu
utilized the opportunity to establish commercial and +trade

relations with other Muaslim countries,



The embassy left Sringapatam for Constantinople on 17th
November, 178%, It sulled from Tadri, a sm&ll port on Malabar
coust, on lcdneoddy, 9th rarch 1786, The cmbassy conolsted of

four ships namely Churab-e-Surati, Fakhrul Marakib, Futh-e-Shahi
7

ﬂgggg and Nabi Baksh.l

The editor of Wacai' Manazel-i~Rum describes the objcctives

of Tipu's embassy in the first place to establish commercial Relations

with the Ottoman Empire "Manesty", the English agent at Basrah reported

"is to obtain fimmans tc cctal.lich
i) 1] v, T.-‘-‘-.’?__- , -
* factories in Turkich dominions fo:
selling the produce of his Kingdom, "

He further wrote to the Court of Directors on 5th Scptember, 1786:

"The Wakil want to obtain firmans to
establich factories in Turkish domindons
for selling the produce of his kingdom,

We think this is a circumstances very mate-
rial for the Honourable Court of Directors
to be aciuainted with, as we apprehend it
precludes all hopes of your servants at
Tellicherry being able to grovide pepper
for your homeward ships",?

17 Khawaja Abdul (Qadir, Wacai=-i-Manazel-i-Rum;
ed,, Mohibbul Hasan, Delhi, 1968, p.25.

18 Wadai-i-Manazil-j um - cce dntroduction
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In the second place his objective was to secure confir-
mation of his title to the throne of Mysore from the Caliph,
Thic wus ncecessary because Tipu had Lalled to secure an investi-
turc frowm the Mughal Emperor and was generally regarded an usurper,
The third wmain objective of the onbassy was to obtaln wllitary
assistance from the Ottoman Sultan agalnost the Engllsh who wore
Tipu's most formidable enenics, In additlon to achicving these
objects the ambassadors had bcen instructed to land at Masqdat
in order to strengthen the trade and friendly relations which
already existed with Oman and in their way up the Persian Gulf,
to touch Eushire and obtain cormmercial concessions from the Shah

of Persia_19

According to Professor Mohibhbwul Hasan, Ghulam Ali Khan, the
leader of the embassy was instructed to enter into a treaty with
the Ottoman Government on the following conditions: First, the
Mysore and Ottoman Governments should always rcmain on friendly
terms with each other, ©Secondly, the Ottoman Government chould
send troops to Mysore and its expenses would be borme by Tipu and
would be sent back to Constantinople at his exXpense, whenever,
they would be recuired by the Caliph, Thirdly, the Caliph should
send Tipu technicians who should be able to make muskets, guns,

glass, chinawarc and other things, In return Tipu would send such

——" el > ot

19 Ibid,, p.1.



workmen as were available in his dominions and required by the
Caliph, And lastly, Tipu should be given trade facilities in the
Ottoman empire, In return he would give similar facilities and
privileges to the Ottoman Government in Mys re Kingdom, Tipu,

in addition, proposed that he should be given facilities at the
port of Basrah and in retum he would present to the same faci-

. 20
lities at the port of Mangalorec,

The envoys left Indian shore for Constantinople enroute
Masyat and Basre<n, The sc. * Jds however not favourable for them,
Soon after, they left Tadri port on the Malabar coast on the
night of 2th March 1786, their ships were caught by a big sotrm,
The carcvan suffered heavy losses of life and property, One of
the ships was badly damaged and hundreds of people died, Although
~the precise number of casualties is not known but it could be
guessed that when the embassy reached Basrah the number of

personnels on board was reduced to 400, An account of this is

o e g v et

"On leaving Tadri, the ships hcaded
straight for the Arabian coast, On
15th March the sea became very stormy,
and the Fakhrul-Marakib, which had
Ghuplam Ali Khan and Nurullah Khan on
board, was seriously damaged, The

20 Mohibbul Hasan, History of Tipu Sultan, p,130,




passengers fell into & panic, and raised
an uproar., Ghulam Ali Khan tried to
wuieten them, but in vain, Luckily the
vessel was repaired, After a few days
therce was again a sctorm and as a result
three of the elecphants fell ill, One

of thecw later dicd, but other two
recovered, Early in the morming of thc

Gth April the flotilla gsighted the is)and

of Masira, On the 18th it passed the

Rasul-Had, and on the 11th anchored in the

port of Masqgat,K"?1

From Basrah they sailed through Tiqgris to Baghdad, They

left Basrah on 10th February 1887, and rcached Baghdad on 15th
April, 1387, Baghdad was then an important province of the
Ottoman Empire, Sulaiman Pasha was the Governor of Baghdad, On
receiving the news of the reaching of the embassy, he sent an

escort of 500 horsemen to receive it, At Samawah they were

received by Sulayman Pasha himself with great honour,

While staying at Baghdad they paid visit to the holy
Shrines of Najaf and Karbala, Moanwhile, the Sultan sent his own
representatives headed by {Qapji Bashj to Baghdad to escort the
embassy, They travelled by land through Mosul and Diyar Bakar,
They entered Constantinople on 25th September of the same year,

They put in one of the palaces of the city,

The reception of embassy at Constantinople was somchow

Lukewarm, The Grand Wazir received them "without any

21 lohibbul Hasan, Wacai! Manazil—i-Rum, p-250
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extraordinsry ceremony". 2 They were however given the robes of
honour, They presented to the Wazir rich dresses, jewellery

2
and 70, 000 Venetian, 3

Sultan Abdul Hamid I (1774-89) mect the enpassy in a fete
organized especially for them at the village of Kelhana, The
sultan “invested them with sable furs and the two secretaries
with ermine furs,24 The Sultan conferred upon Tipu the title of
an independent ruler, Tipu was granted the right to strike coins
and have his name included in the Friday prayer Khutbah owing
allegiance to the Caliph and not to the Mughal emperor, The
ambassadors also received a sword and a shield besides a number
of friendly letters and Khetab for Tipu, The embassy left
constantinople to return to India on 4th March, 1788, They
returned this time through Alexendrie, Suez and Jiddah, They

.
reached Calicut in January 1790,

Tipu Sultan spent a lot of money on this embassy, However
in return he did not gain much in proportion to what had been
invested, As mentioned abowve, the embassy resulted in heavy
losses of life and property, On account of the British influence

at Constantinople and the rapid progress of French arms in Egypt

22 Prof, Mohibbul Hasan, cp,cit,, p,61,.

23 Window Screen made of many horizontal strips
(Slats of Wood),

24 Ibid,, p.61

25 See map for the Route of Embassy, p. 101



the Turkish sultans were not very eager to encourage Tipu in his
attempt to fight the British, Indeed, the British succeeded in

persuading the Turkish Court to write to Tipu to forsake the

friendship of the French and to ally himself with the English,26

& request which Tlpu could not accept, But Tipu did succeed in
gaining recognition for his independence in spite of British

mechinations at Constantinople, The British news reporter writes,

"Golam Alley Beg died in that country
and anothcr man retuwrned having accompliched
his means (sic) and he also procured from
the Sultan the title of Kiny and perinlsclion
to hold (sic) a mint and to _have the
Khutba read in hic name,"

This caused a great stir in the political circle of India
and efforts were made to prove that Tipu's claim was baseless,
The British recognised that the recognition of Tipu's independence
was a source of great danger, It was felt that people will begin
to consider his usurped titlec of king as derived from an authority

held respcctable among Mohamedans,28

—— ——

26 Mahmud Banglori, op,cit,., p.552,

27 Mir Muhammad Husain letter received 21 June 1787,
No,42, See I ,H, Qureshi, op.cit,, p,%4.

28 T . H, fureshi, op,cit,, p.84; Cf, Secret Consultatioq’
12th Nov,., 1787, o, 9.



bd

Besides endeavouring to legalise his position, Tipu
wanted to obtain the Caliph's military assistance against the
English who were his most formidable enemies and were bent upon
his destruction, Hayder Ali had al -zady obtained in 1775 3 body
of 1000 men from Shiraz in Persia,29 Tipu, it must be remembered,
was also eager to promote the trade, commerce and industry cf
his Kingdom, for he held the view that the political decline of
the Muslims was the result of their indifference to trade and
industry and that it was because the Europeans were scecriously
applying themgelves to these that they were bringing Muslim
countrics under thelr domlnation, The awbagsadors were, there-
forc, rcqulred to obtain comicrcial privileges in the Ottoman
Empire and techniclans from Constantinople who would introduce

. . . 30
various industries into Mysorc,

Similarly the idea of Tipu's desire for an alliance
with the French and Engllsh against Llhe llarathas is farfetched
because he was more deslrious of winnlng over the Marathas against
the English, Tipu wag well awarc that the English were his

3 .
natural encmies, 1 Therefore he consistently desired an alliance

——— —— — -

29 Rice, Mysore and Coorqg, p. 268,

30 Mohibbul Hasan, op,cit,, 130 Fn,

31 ibidol Cfo p.77.
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with France whom he considered to be his willing allies agalnst
the English, When it came to be knovn that Tipu had sent an
embassy to France,32 the Englich prevailed upon Sultan Salim of
Turkey to make an apeal ag head of Islam and forbade him for his
anti-British activities and establish friendship with them agalnst
the French, This fact could be more clear from the letter of
Sultan Salim to Tipu,33 It was addressed to the Indian gsovereign
Tipu Sultan dated 20th September, 1798 from Constantinople which
was forwarded in January 1799 by Lord Wellesely, the Govermor
General of India with a covering 1etter34 of his own in which he
referred to French intrigues and expected that the adominition of
the head of his faith would dispose Tipu's mind favourably towards
the British, The Sultan advised Tipu to refrain from hostile
action against the British who were his friends, and offered his
good offices in bringing about a reconciliation between him and
the English, He made pointed reference to French designs on
Muslim lands and the Muslim religion and to the “reciprociéy of
interests" existing between England and Turkey, and asked Tipu to

asslst the Porte in this “general cause of religion".

32 Mahmud Banglori, op,cit., p.409,.
33 1pbid., pp, 549-552

34 For detailed study, see Appendix, K



Tipu was shrewd enough to grasp the real purpose behind
this Caliphal mission, In his reply he professed devotion to
the Caliph and agreed that since the French were his enemy all
Muslims should renounce friendship with them, At thec same time
he drew the Sultan's attenllon to Lhe treachery and deceitfulness
practised in India by the Chrlstian:, especlally the English,
and reférrcd to the latter's “detern ined resolution to subdue
the whole of Hindustan and subvert the Musalman religion" Tipu was
willing to "exterminate the infidel:" with the help of the Sultan,
but remained non-comaital with regaid to the friendship with the
British which the Sultan had asked Pim to cultivate,>> The

embagsay niturally kept its real purrose secret and did not dis-

close it until it was necessary,

Here a question ariscs, why the cmbassy falled to obtain
cither any commercial concccsions or military help 2 It must
be remewbcered that Turkey at that tlie was In the grlp of crises,
All thc Paghas ond Governors of Turkey were fighting among them-
selves and they always revolted against the Sultan, Generally,
the Governors were appointed for only one year but on the basis

of briberj they worked nore than three and four years, In this

35 M_H, Abbas, All About the Khilafat, Calcutta, 1923,
Pp. 47-59, Mohibbul Hasan, op,cit,, pp. 302-3; C,f.,, R,L.Shukls,
Britain India and Turkish Empire (1853-1882),p.21, For
detailed study, see Appendix H, I.K.




way only corrupt persons found opportunities to enter into the
administratioh, All the judges or magistrates were appointed on
the basis of bribery, Not only the Government Officials but
Zamindars were also very corrupt, Taxes were not properly paid
by the people, Even the power Of.ﬁbfiEE:P}fISlam Wwas growing

day by day, We see that every departments of empirc was on the
decline:36 At this period the every existence of the country was
throcatened by Catherine I1I, Ewprcoe of kusgla,and  Jogeph 11,
Emperor of Austria, who had entercd into an agreement in 1787 to
partition the European provinces of the Ottoman Empire, end to set
on the throne of Constantinoplc,Cathrine's grandson Cathrine, In
these circumstances Turkey was provoked to declare war ageinst
Russia on August 15, 1887, The whole year Turkey hed to fight
Austria and Russia, She could not expect any help from France,
but could count upon the support of Englend which was party to the
treaty with Prussia and Holland in 1788 to restore the bolance of
power in south-easterm Europe in favour of Turkey, Under these
circumstances the Ottoman Sultan could not afford to antagonise
Britain by entering into an alliance with Tipu, The contemporary
sources do not say much more about the British attitude towards

Tipu's embassy, but enquiring from their relations with him, it

could not has anything but hostile, The Britishers thought

36 Muhamad Inshaallah, Tarikh-e Khandanee' ;
- e
Vol,I1, pp, 240-48, Amritsar, 1899 e Uthmaniyya,
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that Tipu Sultan was a new nucleus of Muslim resistance -
conscious of the fact that the English were stealing seeptre

from the hands of the exhausted Mughal, This was the plea which
Tipu had advancéd for his attitude towards the English as well as
the Emperor, If Tipu succeeded in arousing the Muslimg, the
British would have to face much greater difficulties in subju-
gating India, Actually Tipu had a scheme of cooperation in
political and economic sphere which would create 2 new hindrance
for the Britich hecause it was Tipu's suqggestion thot Muslim
countries chould have trade relations, factory establishiment,

new arme and naval power, The Britishers were well awarce of its
outcome and they never liked to unite the Muslim countries of the
world on a platform because it could not suit for their interests

in Indisa,

Tipu Sultan never gave up his hope, Again,lhe sent two
embassies to Turkey one in 1798; at that time the Briticsh
ambassador had great influence in Turkey, Unfortunately, that
letter is not availlable, but the reply of that letter was given

by Mahmud Banglori in his Tarikh Sultanat-i-Khudad (lysore) .,

In this letter Sultaon Salim addressed Tipu and suggested him that
he should establich friendship with the British and further, he
emphasised that the French were treachrous people, their friendship

is not beneficial for the Muslims, Again Sultan Salim advised
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Tipu Sultan that if he has any complaint against the English,
he should inform me I am able to come to the conclusion, After
this letter Tipu had understood the feelings of Sultan Salim
about India and the English, Therefore, he wrote a formal

37

letter, Tipu Sultan respectively informs him "English people

want to make war on me and have collected arms and munitions for .
that pur%ose I am therefore compelled to declare jehad againstthem:?8
Governor Genegxal of India had sent a news about another embassy
which was sent by Tipu to Sultan of Turkey, It was received by

Mr, Manesty in 1799.* The embassy contains gifts and a letter

for the Sultan, According to Govermor General of India that

letter represented that the British Government was oppressing the
Muslims of India and their attitude was tyrannical and cruel

towards them and further added that Sultans solicit the assistance

of the Sultan against British, But unfortunately Tipu Sultan had died

while the embassy was in the way,

/

The state of Hyderabad was founded by Chin Qulej Khan or
Nizam=ul Mulk Asfjah in 1724, He was one of the leading nobles

of the post-Aurangzeb era and in fact was a deputy of the Mughal

37 For detailed study, see Mahmiid Banglori,
Tarikh Sultanat Khodadad (Mysore), pp, 549-552,

38 Karname-i Haidgi, Calcutta, 1848, p, 98°'s; For the
text of letter see Appendix.G

* See Appendix -~ J



Emperor at Hyderabad Wwhere he ruled with a strong hand, He

never openly declarced his independence from the Central Government
(Mughal Covernmcnt) but in practice he acted like an independent
ruler, Hec concluded peace trecatics, waged wars and also started
exchanging emissaries with the foreiqn countries, He started
correspondence with the Ottoman government as if an independent °
ruler, ‘He sent a letter to Sultan Mahmud of Turkey in 1747, The
bearer of that letter was Al-Hajj Yusuf Agha, or Sayyid Alaullah.39
Apart from this letter several diplomaetic exchanges took place
between the Ottoman Empire and the Hyderabad state, Thics tradi-
tion was followed by his son Nizam-ud-daula Nasir Jang, A famous
Turkish envoy named Haji Muhammad Yusuf Effendi came to Hyderabad
during his reign, In return Nasir Jong had sent many emissaries

to constantinople.40

39 For a dectailed study, sec Riazul Islam, Calander of
Rocupents on Indo-Persian Relations; Karachi, 1982,pp, 356-363,

X 40 Many of these letters of the Ottoman Empire and the
Hyderabad State arc prescrved in Llhe Turkish Archives, (aleo see
in Riazul Islam, section 10, Miscelenious chapter), Even in the
Andhra Prodech Stute Archlves Hyderabad, a number of letlers and
firmans are available in both the countries, The reports of Gowvern-
ments officials and summaries of newspaper articles are found in
the National Archives of India also which throw light on the
Indo~Ottoman relations,
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vhen the Turko-Scrbian War hroke-out in 1876 the Indian
Muslims actively supported for Turkcy, The sympathy and public
support for Turkey among the Indian Muslims was wide spread and
touched almost the whole Indian sub-continent, Public meetings
and demonstrations were held at many places such as Bombay,
Calcutta and Hyderabad, Large sums of money were remitted by thé

Nawab of Rampur and the Nizam of Hyderabad,41

\ The British resident at 1lydcrabad fclt that in the
beginning, the local Muslims had little real sympathy for the
Turks, But the appeals by influential co-religionists to their
religious feelings led to the growth of a pro-Turkish movement
among them, Their interest on the fate of Turkey increased so
much that they formed a society to get regular telegrams from
the seat of war,42 The resident in a report has referred to the
view, held by Salar Jang, the Prime HMHinister of the Nizam of
Hyderabad and many nobles at Hyderabad, that a number of Muslims

should proceed from India to join the Turks in theé war,43 One

41 Home Department, Public B, Proceedings No,220,
"Punjab Government to Government of India", 4th June 1877,

, 42 1big,,N0,222, "Resident llyderabad to Government
of India", 4th June 1817.

43 1Ibig,,



Muhammad Bacdi<w vaman, a former employee of Nizam Covernment,
visited Banglore for raising funds and recruiting volunteers for
the Russo-Turkish War, He clrculated an address in the principal

towns of south India asking the Muslims to join the War,44

At the instance of Salar Jang the resident at Hyderabad
made enquiries about Badiuzzeman's movement who was likely to
visit Hyderabad for preaching jihad and gathering public support
for Turkey, Badi=iz zaman howecver himself put off the proposed
Hyderabad visit and proceeded to Madrug, The resident at Hyderabad
sont a me!nsaga Lo Madras requosting the authoritles thoere not
allow Badi-bz 'zaman to entering Hydcrabad, as was afraid of
disturbance in Hydecrabad, The message at once communicated to the
Madras Government which did not allow Badi'uzzaman to go to

Hyderabad,45 A newspaper named Varita Dhara, in its issue of

18th June 1877, stated that all the Indian Muslims Keenly
watched the progress of the war, It has also bkeen reported that
many of his officials in the Nizam's state used to receive
telegraphic news of the war, They used to circulate these news

among the public,46

44 Ibid,, ' No,244, “Chief Commissionor of Mysore
Government to Governnent of Indiq, 11th Mugust, 1877 “The
resident was observed that altogether this movement was closely
watched by the public but not sign of disloyality to the Govemmn-
ment was détected,

45 Ibid,, No,105,

46 R,L, Shukla, Britain, India and Turkish Empire 1853~
1882, 'Delhi, 1973, pp., 166-67,.
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An anti-British newspaper al-Akhtar from Constantinople
in Persian which was considered in the mouthpiece of an Islamic
league was financed by the Nizam of Hyderabad when it was sus-
pended duc to lack of funds, Theoe relationships continued
in the first halfl of thie ?0th century, When the Sultan Abdul
Ma'jid was exiled in Furope and his (inanclal condltlon was miser-
able, In 1924, the Nizam of Hyderabad issued a firman regarding
financial help for the sultan of Turkey, He fixed a sum of £ 300
yearly to Sultan of Turkey till his deatﬁ? The Nizam had
expressed his feeling for the Caliph in further and later on it
was enhanced to 53500_48 On receiving this news of the llizam's
fiman regarding the stipend Sultan sbdul Majid the exiled Sultan
of Turkey wrote a letter back to the llizam acknowledging his
gratitude for Nizam's generosity.49 The state of Hyderabad was

keenly interested in the victory of Turkey, Atter the conclusion

of the trcuty of Lausame, the Nizam of lyderabad, iscued a £irmman

47 Andhra Pradesh State Archives, Political Department
Instalment No,81, List No,3, S,No,411 July 1924 For the text
of this Firman see Appendix,

48 Ibid,, Firman of 25 Jamad II 1352 A,H,

49 Ibid,, For the full text of the letter, see Appendix E
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on 19th 2Z2ilbijja 1341 A,H, and declared holiday for aneday
in the entire state of Hyderabad,bo He also ordered distribution
of sweets among the people in order to celebrate the wvictory

of Turkey,

‘Apart from these the Nizam of Hyderabhad had granted oo

many individual grants f£or Turkish people, A person named

L3

Dr, Hasan Kairi was granted a stipend of £ 15 per nmonth for two

51 He had also

years for completing his medical education,
sanctioned a sum of gs,1, 000/~ to Sayyid Mahmud and Sayyid
Muhammad of Constanlinople for the travelling expenditure when
they were going back to their homelcmd,52 This sort of financial
help shows that Nizam had decep sympathy with the Turkish people

and hls attitude was friendly towards Turkdy,

The Nizam had issued a firman on 5th Rabi I 1341 AH,
regarding the contributions for the oppressed people of Turkey,
He had gilven permission to Muhammad Akbar Ali, editor of a
newspaper Saheefah  to perform this task, But he also instructed
that the amount should be used only for the real purpose not for

the political motives,>>

50 NPSA, Inst, No, 81, List Ho,?2, S.Mo.464,
19 and 25 Zilhijja, 1341 &I,

51 ;big,, Inst, 'o,.81, List Ulo.2, S5,ii06£99,19th
Ramzan 342 A,

52 Ipid,, Inst, No,31, List No,2, 5,N0,702, 27th
zilyada 1347 A,

53 1pid., Inst. No.17, List No,2, 5.N0,107, &2,
Sth Rabi I 1342 A.H.



CHAPTER - III

OTTOMAN RELATIONS WITH THE BRITISH INDIA

In the e¥rly eighteenth century European political influence
in the Middle East and India was still slight, The eighteenih and
nineteenth centuries of the Indian history are rather full of
varioué isolated sporadic attempts and struggles against the
English, The wars of Tipu Sultan and the Marathas against the
English, the Wahabi movement of mid-nineteenth century and the
struggle of 1857-59 are some of the more important and well known
instances, A lot of fuctors which may not be characterised as
purely nationalist, acted as the motivating force behind these
movements; but the one comwon anti-Brltish feelinyg ran through
all these movements, This chapter 1s based on the study of Indo-
Turkish collaboration agailnst the British, The origin of the
movement for alliance with Turkey goes back to the time of Tipu
Sultan, In his trial of strength with British, Tipu Sultan had
vefy early realised the fact that in order to present a really
strong front against the British, it was necessary for him to
have a system of alliance with some foreign powers, The French
would have been his obvious choice, against the British, Under
the pqlitical circumstances prevailing at that time Tipu tumed
his attention towards Turkey for seeking help against the British

Thus the main objectiva of Tipu Sultan in sending the embassy
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was to secure the military alliance against the British.1 However,
he failed in his struggle against the British, but the idea of

alliance with Turkey did not die down with him, Almost a century
later, we find the British Government faced with a very organised

movement for creating an Indo-Turkish alliance against them,

According to lMustafa Kemal Pasha: "In the eighteenth century
thapducy‘of British towards the Ottoman Empire was dual, One side
Russia had been fully supported by the Britain in the war and on
the other hand Britain claimed her friendship with the Ottoman
En@ire,z Behind this dual policy there were a number of factors,
Bofoirc few years Britain had occupied India by defeating France,
Because of hly, runce was the grealest enemy of Britain, At
that time France and the Oltoman Empire had friendly relations,
Therefore it wac natural for Pritaln Lo turn her atlention towards
Russlia, Britain had not been fecared by Russla yet her atiention
was not diverted towards India, 2Ppart {rom thege bolh the empires
had trade and comierce rclations anong themselver, So it 1s
clear that if Britain helped Russia against Turkey for protection

of trade and commerce,

- ——

Ve — — —tt—_.

1, Mahmud T anglori, Tarikh-c Sallanal-e thdadaguigxgore)
Lahore, 1945), p.542, e

2, Mahamad Uzair, Daulat-e- yth marivyad, VollIl, Azamgarh, 1958,
pP.E0,




Howevews, the Ottoman Eﬁpire and Britain had friendly
relations but after some time a misunderstanding arose among
them, The British merchants who were residing in India, their
trading vessels were using the ports of Suez without prior
permission from the Turkish Government, The Ottoman governrent
resented the unauthorised use of their port and strongly coip-
lained to Sir Rober Ainslie on 5th May, 1777, who was British
Ambassador at Constantirople, This development alarmed the
British which might prove harmful for their commercial interests,
In this way the British nation got involved in hostility with
Turkey, The Court of Directors issued instructions to the Pre-
sidency Government in India on 4th July, 1777 to prohibit all
British subjects and mercantile vessels from trading with Read
Sea Port other than Jiddah and Mocha to confiscat cargoes for

violation of their order,3

At the same time they reduested Ainslie to secure pro-
tection to the trading vessels which had been ready at Suez or
on way to it and obtain privileges of passing dispatches to and
from the East Indies by the Suez route without molestation, To
this effect Ainslie addressed a memorial to the port on August

26th, 1777 and contemplated to approach his Grand Wazir for

.- —e —— —

3 Tort William - India llouse Record, p.7
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securing the required concession by offering presents to the

4
leading members of his court,

The concescion asked for was an innovation, The PFort
considered it as contrary to custom and prejudicial to interests
of Turkey, However, in view of his friendly relations with
England, he consented with utmost reluctance to allow the use of
Suez ter}itory for passing dispatches only in emergencies and to
suspend the operation of this prohibitory order temporarily to
enable the Britich ships, which had already salled from India to
unload their goods at Suez unmolested, However, the Suez route

for trade was not altogether abandoned,

-

After some times the Anglo-}rench rivalries was in Egypt,
On the initiative of Ali Beg for a fcw years the independent ruler
of Egypt and Warran Hastings, Covernor of Bengal, the East India
Company sent more than one expedition in 1770 from India to Suez,
By opening up of this route which foreshadowed the speedinqg up of
communication in following country, Calcutta was brought within
two months of London, as compared with five months by the Cape
Route, But the Ottoman Government jealous for its custom-revenues,
and did not allow European tradingships to sail north of Jiddah,
The Turkish Empire, as Napoleon saw, was the key to India and
English interest and intervention in Turkey increased in propor-

tion to commitments further east,

4 I&Ej_-é L4
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According to R,L, Shukla the EE IVbeginnlnqu of British
India's involvement in the Turkish question dates back to the
Levant crisis of the 183Os,5 By that time India had become a
major imperial base from which British political and commercial
activities could be extended westward into Turkish dominions,
through which passed their shorter routes to India, But their
interests seemed threatened by by activities of their imperial
rivals France and Russia in the Near and Middle East, The former
had conquered Algeria in 1830, ond the latter had penetrated far
into Persia and Turkey, approaching the natural lines of communi-

cations to India and even her physical frontiers,6

The British therefore reexamined the position of Turkey
as a buffer between the East and the West, and also from side by
cide it approaches to India, The British thought that Russia could
challenge the whole British position in the Mediterranean, She
could establish her supermacy in Central Asia and Persia and also
she could threaten the British routes to India, All the geo-
political ramifications of Turkish Question were, however, not
fully grasped by the British until after the treaty of Urkiar-

Skelessi., In the words of V,J, Puryear "it (treaty) marked a

5 R,L, Shukla, Britain India and Turkish Empire
(Delhi, 1973), p.1l.

6 H,L, Hoskins, BrltlSh Routes to India, p, 146,,! v York, 1928
F.E. Baily, Britich Pollcy;and Turkish Reform Nbvement p,38,,
cambridge, 1987,
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significant advance of Russian policy in the Near East.7 This

awakened Palnerston to a full comprehension of British stakes
in the area, and led him to formulate the policy the British

were required to follow to mect the situation, The broad out-
line of this policy emerged in a speech which Palndirston deli-

vered in the Housce of Commons on 11 July 1833:

"It is of the utmost importance for the
interest of England, ond for the maintenance
of the peace of Europe, that the territories
and provinces forming the Ottoman empire
should be an independent state ,.,.,., If Russian
conquest chould lead to the Christianising and
civilising of the inhabitants of the country,
these advantages ,,,. would be counterbalanced
by the consequences that would result to Europe
from the dismemberment of the Turkish empire,
I say, then, that undoubted by Government
would feel it to be their duty to resist to the
utmost any attempt on the part of Russia to
partition the Turkish empire; and, if it had
been necessary, we should equally have felt it
our duty to interfere and prevent the Pasha of
Egypt from dismembering any portion of the
dominations of the Sultan, The integrity and
independence of thc Ottoman empire arc necessary
to the maintenance of the tranquillity, the
liberty and_the balance of power in the rest
of Europe".8

The Near East crisis of the 1830 promoted Britain to

attempt to reopen and develop the alternative route to India via

7 Shukla, op,cit,, p.5, V.J, Puryear, International
Economics _and Diplomacy in the Near East - 1834, 1853, r.S,
California, 1935,

8 Shukla, op,cit,., p.5.




Mesopotamia and Syria, The British were less familiar with
this route than the Egyptian and the Red Sea Route, but it was
much more important ,,.,., than the later,9 Palmerstron wanted to
develop this route as the chief means of- arresting the dissolu-
tion of the Turkish Empire and as an additional safeguard for
India aguinst houstile Russian designs, Palmerston consldered
this routé highly advantagious to British imperial interests,
Both British Govermment and the Indian authorities were aware
of the Mesopotamian route, It would substantially check the
eastward progress of any European rivals of Britain,lo The fore-
going position shows that the British policy in the Near and
Middle East were laid on 1830, vwhen India entered into European

diplomacy as a major issue,

In May 1838, Muhamad Ali announced his intention to become
independent of the Sultan, It was clcar that a war between the
Pasha and the Sultun would bring lussian forces into Constantinople
in accorduance with the treaty ol Unklar-gkelessl, ‘The Turks with
the help of Russia might push the Pasha back from Syria but then
Russia would.probably remain entrenchced at the gtraits and control

the route to India via Mesopotamia, Thus the British could not

9 H.L, Haskin, op,cit,, p.147.

10 Foreign Department, Poli Cons, 24th Feb,, 1835, No,16,
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afford to ignore France, On the other hand, England was

inclined to protect Muhamad Ali if the French succeeded in
confining the hold of Pasha on Syria, 1In this way, they would
then dominate both the shorter routes of India, Russian and
French designs led to Palmerston to visualise a "division of
Turkish Empire into two separate and independent states, where-

of one will be the dependency of France and the other a Satellite

of Russia, and in both of which our political influence will be
11

annulled and our commercial inteiests willl be sacrificed,.,."
Therefore, he decided to intervene actively in order to keep up

Turkey as the occupier of the road to India_12

British involvement in the Crimean War was throughout

influenced by her imperial interest in India,13

Outside England
the war was generally regarded as an Asian Quarrel in which
British interest alone were at stake, The course of events that
ultimately led to the Crimean War engaged the close attention of
the Indian authorities, Even before the British actually entered
the war its probable repercussions on India were examined by

Lord Dalhousie, He was of the view that the war would have a

direct bearing on the interests of Indila and might possibility.

11 R.L, Shukla, op,cit,, p.11

A ol

12 H,L, Haskins, op,cit., p.268,

13 R.L, Shukla,.op,cit., p.14,, cf, The Nineteenth Century,
vol.1,.p.43, 1877, ’ - s




effect the security of the British possessions in India_ He
analysed at some length Russian designs on India as well as
the possibility of Russian invasion of India, The Government of
India was not directly involved in this war, To sum up althoujh
British policy in this war was influenced to a great extent, by

the consideration of the security of India and of the routes to

it

During the nineteenth century the British bolstered up
Turkish Empire against Russia under the conviction that it was in
their imperial interest, They posed themsevles as defenders of
the Sultan and frequently impressed upon the Indian Muslims that
a close community of interest existed between them and the Sultan,
There was great deal of talk about the British empire as being the
greatest Muslim power in the world,l/:L The British empire is the
greatest Muslim power in world, the Queen of England as the
Empress of India, rules over Muslims than any soreign excepting
His Imperial Majesty, the Sultan of Turkey, The number of the
Muslims in DBritish Indla is estimated at 4,50,00,000 whilc there
are only 1{61,68,000 Muslims of the Sultan in Europe, Asia and

Africa,15

14 Armold J, Toynbee, ed, Survcy of International Affairs,
1925, Vol, I, p.40,

15 Maulvi Chiragh Ali, The Pronosed Political Legal, and
Social Reforms in thc Ottoman ERPITHE oEAST Tohammadam StIEEs; ™"
Bowbay, 1883, p,1, "The Indian ruhammadans, wWho arsThistry——
sunnis, with an influential Shiah minority, are concentrated
chief in Bengal, the North-West Provinces and the Punjab, and
number of altogether nearly 45,000,000, so that the Empress of
India rules over far more Mussalman subjects than any other
sovereign in the East," A _H, Keene, Asia, ed, Sir R, Temple,
London, 1882, p.305, -
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The Turkish question was intima;ely connected with Indian
problems, because most of the Muslims-of India considered Turkish
Sultan as their religious head (Caliph), In fact that he was
accepted as such only by the Sunni Muslims of India, But practi-
cally the whole movement was more political than religious for
the céliph, He was not only the religious and spiritual leader

but also the ruler of the only existing Muslim empire.16

Naturally
the European plans for the dismemberment of his territories were

a cguse of anxiety to the Muslims of India,

From the Crimean War onwards the British had occasionally
emphasized the Caliphal positinn of the Sultan beyond the Indian
Muslims, During the Crimean war Dalhousie observed that the
British support for Turkey had evoked great pleasure among the
Indian Muslims, He was fully aware that the British aim was not
to defend the Muslim religion, but to thwart the ambition of
Russia in the East,l’ Sti1l he bluffed that the British were
fighting for the Muslim interest in the East and apparently
lamented that even then the Indian Muslims were hostile to the

British, Charles Wood's sugyestion that the Indion contingents

with the greatest number of Muslim soldiers should be sent to the

16 Aziz K, K, Britain and Muslim India, London, 1963,
pp, 26-27,

17 R,L, Shukla, op,cit,, p,122,



18 seems to have been

Crimec "to aid the brethren of the faith",
a ruse to please the Indians, In this way during the Crimean War
the British magnified Turkey in the eves of the Indian Muslims,
After some time at the outbreak of the Indian revolt of 1857 the
British tried to win over the Muslims to their side by obtaining
the Sultan's condemnation of the atrocities committed by the
mutineers, His note warned the Indizn Muslims that they would incur
his displeasure and fall in his estimation, if they did not
entertain friendly sentiments towards the British, It described
the DBritish as defenders of Islam and as a proof mwentioned their

3}
1% he Turkish Sultans

help to the Sultan in the Crimean War
connection with Indian Muslims was again sought to be brought

into promlnence in July 1867 when the Sulton pald a vislt to
England, He was honoured by the India Office with a sumptuous fete
and a grand ball the expenses of which were charged to the Indian
revenues, The British Government justified this step on the ground
that the attention shown to the Sultan as Head of Muslim religion
would tend to propitiate the Indian Muslims, and soften their

feelings of hostility towards their infidel masters,20

——— —— . 0. =l v = o

13 Aziz hhmad, Studieg in Islamic Culture in the Indian
Environment, London, 1964, p,63. T

———a . - —

19 Pol, Deptt,, Secret Consultotion, 26th Feb,, 1858,No,298,
Aziz Ahmad, op,cit,, p.63.

20 R,L, Shukla, op,cit., p.123,



The Turko-Serbian war was waged in 1876, This war was the
starting point for the active support to Turkey by the Indian

Muslims, ©On 19th August 1876, the Friend of India referred to

a significant movement among the Muslims for supporting the

sultan of 'I‘urkey_21 From that time on it frequently mentioned the
numerous meetings were held in the support for Turkey, It also -
spoke of several memorials and addresses sent to the English Queen
or the Secretary of State for India requesting them to take up

the cause of Turkey against Russia, Muslim demonstration in favour
of Turkey was mere active and successful in North-Western India

and at places where Muslim population was predominant,

Many appeals from Mecca and elsevhere called upon the Indian
Muslims to sympathise with Turkey, Sayyid Sulayman Effendi head
of the Islamic community at Beghdad sent his brother Haji Mastan
Saheb to India to encourage the Indians to contribute liberally
" to the Turkish fund,22 Abdul Latif of Calcutta, in his speech
gave a brief history of Eastern kuestion and its relation to India

and the Caliph, He expressed the ygratitude of the Muslim commu-

nity to England for hcelping the Caliph from time to time and said

4 B om0 S S Wy S mm ® e e B e tium B reseets Sy

21 thc Frien¢: of India, 19th sugust, 1876, p.754,

) e oo

22 R,L, shukla, op,cit,, p.%4,



that the Indian Muclims were pleased at friendly relations

existing between the English and Turkish Empire,23The meetings also
decided to request the English (ueen on behalf of Indian Muslims

to support the Sultan of Turkey, ‘“he addresses signed by 9,000
Muslims was sent to the Bengal Government on 15th December, 1876 for

.
being forwarded to the Queen,~4

*
<

Similar mcmorials were sent to the Secretary of State from
the Muslims of Monghyr and Ghazipur as also from the Muslims of
Burdwan, A number of meetings were held, money collected for
Turkey, Apart from this many lists of addresses were sent to the
British Government, It clearly indicated that the Muslims of

India were taking keen interest in the fate of Turkey,

Lord Lytton was under the impression that the position
of the sultan as head of the Muslim world was not universally
recognised by the Indian Muslims, His view on the Muslim interest
in Turkish question underwent a complete change when he was
confronted with unmistakable signs of Muslim sympathy with Turkey,
He disputed with Northbrook's assessment that there was no connec-

tion between the Indian Muslims and the Sultan of Turkey, He

—

23 Foreign Department, Political A ,March 1877, No,520,
N.A.I.,

24 R.L, shukla, op,cit., p,25.



found that the Sultan commanded so much respect among the Muslims
of India that they would start a jihad ( holywar ) against the

British if he asked them to do so, 2>

Although the possibilities of Muslim rebellion in India was
doubtful, clearly the current troubles of Sultin were powerfully
affecting the Indian Muslimc, On the hasis of the obcervations of

the Friend of India, there were two extreme views on the Indian

Muslim reaction to the Turkish question, Some held that if England
deserted the Porte, Muslim feelings would be hurt to the deteriment
of the British rule, but others believed that the British policy

26 Thus even before

towards Turkey would not affect India at all,
the outbreak of Russo-Turkish War Muslim support of Turkey had
become sufficiently widespread and had manifested in the form of a
constitutional agitation combining public mectings, collection of
funds for Turkish victims of the War with Serbia und sending
memorials to the DBritish Government for continued support of Turkey,
During thc¢ Rugsso-Turkich war the agltatlon not only continued but

went on increasing and was also joined in measure by the Hindus.27

In May 1877 the Government of India initiated a secret and

informal inquiry into the Muslim movement in India in support of

25 R, L, Shukla, op,cit,, p.97.

26 ivid,, p.98

&

27 The Friend of India and the Statesman, 9th Feb,,

4th and 11th May, 1977
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Turkey., The various local authorities were asked to report
confidentially and keep a careful watch over Muslim feeling and
over their communications with the Muslims outside India, The
report made by the various local authorities and connected corres-
pondence throw a good deal of light on the Muslim movement in
India on the Turkish question, In May 1877 within a month of
Russiaﬂ*declaration of war on Turkey, Lytton wrote to Lord

Salisbury, the Secretary of State for India,

"So far I can judge the feeling of our
Mohammadan subjects at the present moment
is eminently satisfactory, more loyal than
it has been at any former period perhaps,
But all the Government Officers whose
special business 1t is to study and watch
Mahommadan feeling in India are strongly
of opinion that, were we suspected by our
Mahommadan subjects of &ctive connivance
with Russia in the spoliation of Turkey,
and yet more, did they see us openly
sharing the plunder, we should probably
be at once confronted by an intemal
embarrasement sufficient serious to paralyse
all external action on our part; we should
not only have to reckon on a real jchad
all round our frontier, but in every Anglo-
Indian home there would be a traitor, a
foe and possibly an assassin, Such a danger
might possibly be more difficult to deal
with than mutiny which cost us such an

~effort to suppress", 8

28 P, Hardy, The Muslims of British India, C,U,P,, 1972,
pp. 118-119., Cf, Lytton papers, letters dispatched 1877,
vol, II, pp. 405, 519-20,
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Probably Sultan Abdal Hamld was the first Ottoman Sultan
in whose name the Khutba was rcad by the Indian Muslims, It is
ironic that British foreign policy Directors in London were
beginning to move away from diplomatic and military support for
the Ottoman Empire in favour of physical control of the Muslim
lands along the route to India just at the time vhen British
administrations in India were trying to give Indian Muslims a

stake in British rule,

A confidential police report sald that two shoe merchants
of Delhi, Habibur Rahman and Khalifa Ahmad, were likely to leave
for the scat of war to join the Turks, It is also sald thaot Safdar
Jang, a rclative of Nawab of Rampur, wags preparing to lecave for
Constantinople to join the war, It is further notcd that the |
Muslims of Faridabad were showing great enthusiasm in contrlbuting
to the Turkish funds and that larqge sums of money had bheen
remitted by the Nawab of Rampur, the Nizam of Hyderahad, the
presidency of the Delhi Anjuman-e~Islam and the Muslims of Deccan,

Calcutta, Bombay and Lahore,29

The Maslimg of Madras @lso intended Lo send the Bngllsh
Qucen a memorial In which they professed sincere loyalty Lo her

deep concern over the misfortunes of the Sultan, They expressed

29 R.L. Shllkla, OE.C_'J;_"(_:., pp. 102- 103,
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their gratitude to the British for helping|the Sultan, So far and
felt confident that they would oblige the Indian Muslims by conti-
nued support of Turkey,30 The Muslims of &ysore had also deep
sympathy with Turkey expressed by one Muhimmad Badiuz-2Z2aman, a
former employee of Nizam Govemment, The{confidential governmer. t
inguiry into the pro-Turkish movement among the Muslims gives us
an ideé of its scope, intensity and ndturé, which is algo furnished
by oné E.R,C, Brandford, He found no place in Indla howsoever
smail, where meetings were not held in moral and financial support
of Turkey., On the contrary, hec found so Fuch enthusiasm that

even poor women gave away the jewels on their persons,

|

The movement Pan Islamism was propagated by the Sultan of
Turkey and it was supported by the Britigh ambassador at Cons-
tantinople, Beaconsfield layard, What qere the reasons behind
this supvort are clearly stated in two pﬁivate letters that he
wrote to bytton on 14th June and 12 July in 1377, 1In the first
letter he sald that the Turklsh GCovernment wau trying Lo "get up"
a kind of Muslim league for defending ls}wn agulnost Russia and
anxious to send envoys for thlu purpose ro cenltral agla, Further

Layard added Sultun deglred to help, Englond iIn ostabliching

|
!

— - — et

30 Home Department, Public B, ProFcedings of Feb, 4878,
No,227 (Madras Govt, to Government of India),

31 R,L, Shukla, op,cit,, p.105. |
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cordial relations with Afghanistan, He thought that in the
interest of both England and Turkey that Afghan Amir should be
kept out or Russian hands, because if Russia would take Afghanistan

)
Islam in Central Asia would become hOpeless.3"

In the second letter of 12th July 1877 he retriated that
the Su}tan of Turkey still enjoy a very great hold over the Musiim
World and suggested that it would be in the interest of British
rule if the Indian Muslims were on good terms with the Sultan, He
believed that the British would have in him a very useful and
valuable ally, and was of confident that they would have no
difficulty in making him understand that England and Turkey had
common interest in Central Asia,33

On the basis of thece two letters, we can say that the real
object of Layard behind supporting Turkey was secret, lec wags

Organising a crescentade against Russia in Central Asia,

In September 1880, a Committec of Indian residents in
Constantinople wvas found which had constant corregpondence with the
various Comnittces formed In India, which werce collecting funds
for Turkcy, Some of the Chief Indien working at Constantinople

for this object worce tho (ollowlndg,

— Ry,

32 ibid., cop,cit.,p.142,

33 Layard Papers, Add, Ms 39/30, Layard to Lytton,
12 July, 1877, p.66.



Maulvi Azmat Ali of Bihar who was an advocate in Calcutta
High Court end was a resident of Aliganj (modern Siwan), He was
the first delegate to go to Turkey ostensibly with the purpose
of enquiring into allocation and expenditure of funds collected
for Turkey in India, But actually he had gone there for estib-
lishing contacts between India Turkey,34 In December 1879 one

Nusrat Ali Khan, and Indian resident at Constantinople proposed

the establishment of an Urdu newspaper styled Paik i-Islem, The

first issue of the paper appcared in May 1880, The objeccts of

the paper were described in a report by its editor to the Sultan
of Turkey, First, to be tighten the relations between Turkey and
India, @nd secondly to afford means of addressing the Indisans on
recligious and political matters, A large numoer of copies of the
paper werc sent to the Indion princes, The editor clalwed that a
large number of Indian princes were interested in the movement and
also ready to extend financial help to the Sultan of Turkey, Tho
aims and objects of the paper being so decidedly hostileato the
British rule in India, @ reprecentation was made by the British

ambassador with the result that the paper was suppressed,35

The Turkish press consioted of flve principal daily news

papers, cne of them was Ma'lumat, appearing in Arabic as well as

o —— . et % o= o ——— — — ——

. . u
24 tevimuddin Ahmeds /A Study of the Attemots for Indo-
Turkich Colleboration against the Rritish®I HW.C,, p.346.

35 Ibidu,, P.348,
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in Turkish, These are the following 3

Papers - Editor
1, Malumat - Tahir Beg
2, Ikhdam - Ahmad Djevdet
3. Sabah - Mikran Effendi
4, Tarik - Philippe Effendi
5. iEEiEEEE:i_EEEikéﬁ’ . Mehmet Djevdet

Among these papers two of them (ﬁﬂlﬂﬂﬁﬁ and Sabah) were
leading ncwsopapers of Turkey and their importation into India
was prohibited, A telegram from Her Majesty's Secrctery of State
for India received on 17th Augqust 1897; "'nforms the Government of
India of certain mischievous articles on India, which appeared in
Constantinople newspapers "Sabah", €th August, end "Melumat",
7th August, in view to stopping their introduction into India, if

3
necessary", ¢

A telegram from the Secretary of State,London to the Viceroy
of éimla on 16th Auqust 1897, "“The ncewspopers publiched in
Constantinople, viz,, the Sabah of the 6th August and the Malumat
of the 7th, contain mischievous articles on India, The tone of
Turkish being generally virulent, I think it advisable to wam
you in case you wish to watch or stop of introduction of the

parers into India."37

36 Foreign Department, Secret, E, Cct, 1897, Fros, No,262,
Kov"oNo .Il L .A.I LX)

37 Foreign Department, Secret, E, No,262 and K,W,No,1, N.A,I,
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Another telegram was dlso sent by the Secrctary of State,
London to the Viceroy, Simla, on 18th August 1897, “Foreign
Secret, Your telegram of 17th August, Turkish joumals, Currie
will be asked to send copies direct of any papers forming subject
of his report, See my telegram of 16th August Sabah, 6th,
referred to nutiny and increased nisery of India, diversion of -
Fanine Fund, @nd violation ol women at Poona, lalumat, 6th
August, rcferred to number and power of Mussulmansg, signs of their
union with Hindusg, viclation of moscue, ond brutal Covernment,
Several other papers, dccpite censorchlp, adopt same violent tone,
Malumat, 25th July, referred to Afghan arsenal, Amir's protection
of the rebel trires, and his issuce of gold coln, Currie reports
numerous addresses received by Sultan from Mussulman community
in India, including Moulmein, hesides considerable contributions

u>ﬂmthﬂdd1mﬁﬁ0ucmeﬁ58

These telegram and sumeary of the article publlahed in

Sabah give an account of how the Turkish press perccived the

.

British role in India:

"Ihe latest news received from India shows
that the disturbances there are spreading, The
British Govermment is universally blamed by the
press as being the primary cause of there: indecd,
if one looks closely into the matter, it is seen

38 Ibid,, No,264,
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that the method of Governient has been such

as to bring the unfortunate Indians to the
verge of annihilation, The present movecment

is most important, and recalls the time of

the mutiny, It began with the famine: the su-
fferers were innumerable, yet the Government,
instcad of assisting them, remained impassivc,
and did not abstain from oppressing the
inhabitants, Thic conduct, contrary not only

to govermmental prestige, but also to civi-
lisation a@hd humanity, will doubtless bhe pro-
ductive of grave results to British rulc, as
the natives whom the Englich accuse of
berbarity and ignorance must have been affected
by the impassive attitude of the Government
towards their sufferings, The natives, who are
forced to live under ¢ foreign yoke, and who
under the British code in India have lost their
personal rights, only becar the burden of the
ordinary phenomena of civilisation; they
expected in retum that the Government would at
least keep the country preserved against famine
and their disappointment is proportionately
severe being helghtened by the evident care-
lessness and incapacity of the officials, The
Indians are displcased at being considered
subjects of the second class by the English,
they are indifferent to the advantages of
civilization, such as canals, railways, etc, of
which they have to beir a cost greater than any
benefit in retum, and the only result of which
to them is to transform their country, All thevw
ask ig to be able to live peacetully and happi-
ly .... Thus the famine and its successor,

the plague, have made the sulflerings of the
natives unbearable, Yet the English have only
cpent one=fourth of the Lamine funds on relief
and devoted the rest to other objects,,,. Just
ag the clvlil olllelals have worked thic adinln-
istrative intrigue, so the troops by acts never
witncsced In clvilivzed countrles have outroged
national am religious feeling, women have been
violated, and the natives have now quite lost
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patience, The whole prcss blames the deeds
committed at Poona by the English troops, but
England rewalns quile carcless and continues
to act in the old way, which may have results
in the future, 0gs the question hags now changed
its complexion and become serious,

The ulterior attitude of English wi%},adopt
being anxiously watched by politicions," 2

Another ncwspdper Malumat expressed concerned over the

plight éf Indian at the hands of the Britishers in the following
wordss

"Events in India are gradually becoming more
serious, Foreign rule has for more than 1 certury
used every oppression to keep the natives in
subjection and compelled 300, 000,000 of Indians
to live in terror; 1lt continucs at the present
day in a manner incompatible with European civilis
satlon and has finally glven rise to the present
disturbances, These have not broken out suddenly
but have for ycars been planned with a view to
obtaining relief from the burden laid on the
country by forcign mle, It would, thcreflore,
seem unlikely that they will be completely and
fin11ly put down,,,.. Will the Powers of Europe,
which so loudly boast of acting in the name of
humanity and civilisation, be atle to protect
the natives of India ? The writer thinks that
their iges are not yct tumed towards South~East
Asia"

The British had long been aware that the Turkish newspapers
generally, and those published in Persian particularly were anti-

English, It appears that Al-jawaib, a pro-English Arabic

39 Foreign Department, Secret, E,, Oct,, 1897,No0.,278,

40 Ibid,, No,280,



newspaper of Constantinople on which the Indian Office had been
spending £ 105 a year and copies of which used to be circulated
in India, was not able to counteract the anti-English propaganda
of the Turkish Pres:, The Government of India therefore tried

to bribe the Turkish Press,

In contrast to the Anglo-Indian Press, the newspapers
in Indi;n languages were the true wvehicle of Indian public opinion,
They discussed almost all aspects of the Russo-Turkish War which
gives us an idea of direction in which the Indian mind was moving,
The comments of the language press on different aspects of the
Eastern (uestion and on the British pollcy towards Turkey can be
regarded ag @ measure of Indien awakening and consclousness of
the time, The Indian language press was  alnost Invariably on the
side of Turkey., The outbrecak of thce war led tn the birth of daily
newspapers in many cities »f north India, The Indian language
press also analyred the reasons for Tndian sympathy with Turkey,
fome lanquage neuspapers atbributed Indian sympathy with Turkey
to inter alia , an inchoale pan-Asian feeling among the Indians,
Dayan Przkash wrote a long letter entitled "ihe Hindu Fecling
About the War" on 20th September, 1877, and stated that the Turks

were an Asian power their glorious exploits in the past were a

common heritage for all Asians including the Hindus.41 The paper

41 Home Department Public B, Proceedings 1878,No0,222, )
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felt it that to the Hindus Russia was a natural enemy of England,
and hence theilr enemy also, The Sadharani of 30 September 1877
also held that the Turks were Asians commanding the natural
sympathy of éll the Asians, and hence India desired that the
prestige of Asia should remain as great as ever in the world.42
The Indian language press pleaded strongly for British support -

of Turkey,

In January 1881 G,J,Goschen, the.nritish amhassador at
Constantinople reported that since the Russo-Turkich War and more
especially since the accession of the Liberal ministry to power
in England, the Sultan, his courtiecrs and the majority of his
ministers had been constantly fementing troubles in India, There-
fore the English ministry might not take an active part in Eastern
affairs, Goschen learnt that the Sultan had sent emissaries to
. Mecca, Medina, the Red. Sea and Persian Gulf areas, Yemdn and
Najd fo propagate that the English Government was bent on destroy-

ing Islan,43

Goschen wisghed the British Government to scotch the Sultan's
anti-English plots by setting the Arab against the Turks which

would leave the sultan isolated, He suggested that the British

42 Yoid,, no, 227

43 R,K, Shukla; op,cit,, 170,



should cultivate the friendship of the grand Sherif, so that his
great hold over the Maslims of India, Central Asia and Afghanistan
might serve t?eir interests, He also thought that the Caliphate
was a weak point of the Sultan because the Arabs were preparing
for an Arab as opposed to a Turkish Caliphate, He wanted
England to take advantage of it and help build an Arab Caliphate
to neutralise the growing influence of the Sultan among the

Muslims.d4

The status and future of the Ottoman Empire have played a
prominent role in DBritish foreiqgn and Imperial policy, In the
earlier period what came to known as the 'Eastern Question®',
British sympathy and support were generously given to Turkey,
Behind this support there were two reasons : first the presence
of Russia in Asia and the possibility of Russian initiative in
the East becauc a British Phobia,45 There was also the
problem of retaining India, This was a second element in Pal-
merstion's anti-Russian and Pro-Turkish policy, The Indian Empire
was a British interest and in order to maintain this interest
Palmerston had twice risked war and had once actually wuaged it in

Crimca, Pasically Palmerston and Dlorelll both agreed o the

—— 48 4 W s m—— ¥ 8 r—

A4 ILLd,, pp. Tu=11.

45 Aziz K, K,, op,cit,, p,25



destiny of the Ottoman Empire, In their opinion for the British

P
Imperial interest the Ottoman Empire should surviv6.4°

llow we see that the establishment of British rule in India
closed nearly all avenues of normal rclations with the Turkse.
India and Turkey were virtually under imperialism, DPan-Islamism
and Younr=Turk movemcent had influenced India's freedom, The
Khilafat movement of India was a direct product of India's

affcction for the Turkish people,

In 1911 war broke out between the Ottoman Emplre and Italy
and during 1912 and 1913 Turkey had to fight the Balkan powers,
'The Turkish ruler claimed at this time to be also the Caliph or
religious head of all Muslims, Morecover, nearly all the Muslim
holy places were situated within the Turkish Empire, A wave
of symparhy swept throughout India, A medical mission, hcaded
by Dr, 1A, Ansari, was sent to help Turkey, Since Britain's policy
during the Balkan War and after was not sympathetic to Turkey,
the pro-Turkey and pro=-Caliph sentiments tended tn become anti-
imperialist, 1In fact, for several vears from 1912 to 1924 the
loyalists among the Muslim leaguers were completely overshadowed

by the nationalist young men,

46 ,I‘Ei'_gol p026
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Unfortunately, with the exception of a few persons like
Maulana Azad who were rationalists in their thinking, most of
the militant nationalists among Muslim youndg men also did not
fully accept the modern secular approach to plitics, The result
was that the most important issue they took up was not political
independence but protection of the holy places and of the
Turkish Empire, They fought imperialism on the ground that it
threatened the Caoliph and the holy places, Even their sympathy
for Turkey was on religious grounds, Thdir political appeal was

based on religious sentiments,
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Letter from Governor General of India to Tippoo

Sultan Written 16th January 1799

“Your highness has already been furnished by Lord Clive
with a translation of the declaration of war, issued by sublime
Porte against the French, in consequence of their having vio-
lated the sac;ed obligations of Treaty with the Grand seig-
nior, and of their having inﬁaded Egypt, in contempt of every
principle of good faith, and of the Law of Nations, You hawve
also received from me a translation of the manifesto, published
by the Porte on the same occasion, exposing, in just colours, the
over bearing and arrogant spirit as well as the treachery and
falsehood, which the French have disclosed in their conduct towards

all mankind, and especially towards the Sublime Porte,

The Porte, justly outraged by an aggression so atrocious
and unprecedented as the invasion of Egypt, has now united in a
common éause with the British Nation, for the purpose of curbing
the intemprance of the French, and the Grand Seignior, learnet
unfortunate alliance which your Highness has contracted with his
enemies thec French, agalnst his friends and allies the British

Nation, his Highness resolved, from motives of friendship towards



-ije-

you, as well as towards the British Nation to warm you, in an
amicable letter, of the dangers of this fatal connexion; and to
exhort you to manifest your zeal for the Musalman faith, by
renouncing all intercourse with the common enemy of every religion

and the aggressor of the head of the Mahamedan church,

Accordingly this letter (the testimony of friendship,
and the fruit of wisdom, piety, and faithful zeal) was delivered
by the Ministeis of the Porte under the Grond Siegnior'c ordens,
to Mr, Spencer Smith, the British Minister resident at constanti-
nople, by whom it was transmitted to the Honourable Mr, Duncan,
Governor of Bombay, who has forwarded it to Lord Clive, The day
before yesterday this letter reached Madras, and a translation
accompanied it, by which I learnt the valuable lessons of prodence
and truth which it contains, I now forward it to your Highness,
You will read and consider it with the respectful attention which
it demands, There you will f£ind the same friendly adomnitions
respecting the dangerous views ot the French latlon, which I have

already submitted to your consideration,

When your discerning mind shall have duly examined this
respected letter, your will, mo doubt, draw the following conclu-

sions from it
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First: That all the maxims of public law, honour, and religion,
are despisted and profaned by the Fren;h Nation, who consider all
the thrones of the world, and every system of civil order and
religions faith, as the sport and prey of their boundless ambition,

insatiable rapine, and indiscriminate sacrilege,

Secondly: The French have insulted and assualtod the acknowledged
Head of the Mohamedan Church, and that thoy have want only ralsed
an unprovoked and cruel war in the heart of that country, which is
revered by every Musalman as the repository of the most sacred

Monuments of the Mahamedan faith,

Thirdly ¢+ That a firm, honourable and intlmate alliance and
friendship now subsists between the Grand Seignior and the British
Nation for the express purpose of opposing a barrier to the

excesses of the French,

Fourthly : That the Grand Seignior is fully apprized of the
intercourse and connexion unhapplly established between your
Highness and the French, for purposcs hostile to the British
Nation, that of olfers to you Highness the Salutary frult of that
experience which he has alrcady acduired, of the runious effects
of French intrigue, treachery and .eceit,and that he admonishes
you not to flatter yourself with: the vain hope of friendly aid

from those who (even if they had escaped from the volour and skill
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of the British forces) could never have reached you untill they
had profaned the tomb of your prophet, and overthrown the founda-

tions of your religion,

May the admanition of the had of your own faith dispose
your mind to the pacific propositions which I have repeatedly,
but in vain, submitted to your wisdom, And may you at length
recieve the Ambassador, who will be empowered to conclude the
definite arrangement of all difference between you and the allies

and to secure the tranuuility of India against the disturbers of
the world,

(sd-) Mornington
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Letter from Tippoo Sultan to the Right Governor
General dated 10th Ramzan or 16th Feb, 1799,
received at fort St, George,

3rd April,

In the name of the Most Merciful God !

Praise to the supreme king Qf kings, who hath made just
and high minded princes the instruments for exalting the standard
of the established religion of Mohummed and committed the
Governance and prosperity of the people and dominions of Islam to
their able management and guidence ! Be abundance of praises
also the offering at the throne of that Leader, by the aid of
whose Prophetic mission the beingnant channels of faith retain
their course and salutations unnumbered to that consecrated
Person whose divine Mission is the pride of the followers of
Islém and to his illustrious offspring and companions; every one
of whom was the extrpator of heretics, and of those who know not
the way of the Lord ! After this, it is humbly represented to the
exalted presence the seat of Justice, expanded as the Heavens
resplendent as the sun; to the luminous star of the Firmenznt of

Pominion; the bright planet of the Eppyreum of Glory and good
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Fortune; the Bloom of the fower of Greatness, the Refresher of
the spring of supremacy; the ornament of the Ihrone of pomp anc
splendour; the support of the Seat of Happiness and prosperity
with troops numerous as the stars; with Angels his guards; whose
throne is exalted as the skies; whose dignity is as solomon's
the Ray of the Benignity of God, the Sultan of the sea and 1ana,
may the vessels of his state continue to reaverse the Seas of
success and prosperity, unperishable, And may the Effects of his
justice continue to pervade everycarner of the Faith, The August
and Gracious letter written the 11th of the Rebbeeh-oo-sauny 1213
Hijri (answering to 23 September 1798) which was issued through
British Envoy, conveyed upon me boundless Honour and Distinction,
the Foundations of concard and Attachment acquired new strength
from its contents, and the Fabric of Friendship obtained renovated

Firmness by the Gracious Expressions it contains,

The venerated pen did me honour to write of the irruption
6f the French Nation, those objects of the Divine Anger, by the
utmost treachey and deciet, into the venerated region of Egypt,
not with' standing the strict observance of long subsisting amity
and friendship on the part of the Sublime Port, Of the views of
that irreligious, turbulent people of their denial of God and His
Prophets of the determination of the Sublime Port to adopt the

most vigorous measured for the over-throw of that Nation of Rebels
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and desiring me for the sake of the whole body of the Faith and
religious Brotherhood, to afford assistance to our Brethren
Massulmans; support our Holy Theology, and not with hold my

power and endeavours in defending the region of Hindustan from
the machinations and evil of thesc enemies - that I will explain
to the Sgblime Port, whatever ground of uneasiness and complaint
the English may have given me, when by the Divine Aid and the
intervention of your good offices all differences will be compro-
mised and opposition and estrangement be converted into cordiality

and union, This Gracious communication I have understood,

Through the Divine Favour and Prophetic Grace all the
votaries of Islam are united in brotherhood ky the ties of religion.
Especially the Sublime Port and this state, the Good gift God,
forth foundations of friendship and attachment are firmly cemented
between them, and repreated token of mutual regard have been
manifested, Both in word and deed are they aiding and assisting
to each other, This Labourer in the way of the Lord (I) am obedient
to Your Highness is world subjecting will, There 1is absolutely
no difference between us, Let me be informed of and employed to
promote, that which your exalted mind proposes for the prosperity
and ordinance of the Faith and its followers, and the said of
God will alone ensures success, As the French Nation are estranged

from, and are become the opponents of the sublime Port, they may
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be said to have rendered themselves the enemy of all the
Followers of the Faith, all Mussullman should ranounce
friendship with them, (Quotation from the Koran) I confidently
hope that the gates of friendly correspondence betwecn the two
states may be always open, and the sentiments of our friendly
minds be disclosed to each other, May the sun of Dominion and

prOSperi%y be resplendent in the East of Greatness,

Dated 10th Ramzan the blessed, 1213 Hedgiree

(answering to 16th February 1799),

True copy Translator :

(sd,) N,B, Edmonstone
P, T, to the Government,
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Message sent by the Govemor General of India,

Mr, Earl of Morington to Mr, Manesty, on the

"
15th of October, 1779

On the 15th October, 1799 Mr, Manesty received an inti-
mation from the Right Hon'ble the Earl of Morington, Govemor
General of India that Tippoo Sahib had sent an embassy to the
Sblime Porte via Bussora with present for the Sultan and letters
representing "that the British Government tyranically and cruelly
oppressed Mohamedans in India" and soliciting the assistance of
the Sultan against the British, Mr, Manesty was at the samc time
informed of the death of Tippo Sahib and the conquest of his
dominions by the British; at the time Mr, Manesty reccived their
inteiligence, Tippo Sahib's ambassadors gad arrived at Bussora
and were on the point of proceeding to Constantinople via Baghdad,
Mr, Manesty accordingly informed the ambassadors that in

consequence of the change of affairs since their departure from

b Foreign Miscellaneous Record, vol, V, para 188, page 295,
(N ational Archiwves of India, New Delhi),
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from Sringapatam,it would be useless for them to proceed on their
embassy, and he therefore advised them to return to India, This,
however, they refused to do, observing that if “Tippoo Sultan had
positively been killed in battle and Sringapatam taken by the
English still the children of their master might be alive, and
that one of them might have succeeded to his throne and power,

and been enabled by ability and good fortune to resist or over-
throw the armies of the English" and that has faithful servants

to their late master, they felt it to be their duty to proceed on
to Constantinople and represent to the Ottoman Porte, the miseries
and misfortune to which the Mohamedans in India were subjected,

On Mr, Manesty applying to the Musleems (of Bussora) to present
the ambassadors from proceeding to Constantinople, he improved
him that he had received order from the Pacha of Baghdad to allow
the Embassy to proceed on and to furnish them with the requisited
means of prosecuting their journey to Baghdad, The Musleems stated
that he dared not disobey this order, but that he had no objection
to Mr, Manesty again endeavouring to disuade the ambassadors from
further persecuting their mission and to induce them to return to
India, Mr, Manesty therefore at another interview with the amba-
ssadors pointed out to them the real situation of the Dominions of
their late master, their consecuent position as British subjects
eligibility of acknowledging the authority of the British Government

and necessity of their ylelding obedlence to it, at the same time
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explained to them the probable consequences to themselves of an
obstinate resistence, and state misery to which, in a foreign
country, they might be exposed subsequent to their arrival at
Canstaﬁtinople wvhere the Sultan could not possibly, on account

of his political situation and connection with Great Britain show
them any favour or céuntenance, Finally Mr, Monesty improved thé
ambassahors that it was his positive determination not to allow
them to proceed to Constantinople, but to send them to Bombay,

Mr, Manesty, however, intimated to them that he rather wished such
as arrangement to result from their own inclination than from
compulsion and assured them that in the event of their consenting
to his wishes with cheerfulness they might depend on the liberality
éf the Right Hon'ble the Governor General of India and on his

(Mr, Manesty)recomrending them to the favour and patronage of his
Lordship, after some delay the ambassadors informed Mr, Manesty
they were willing to acknowledge themselves British subjects and
that they therefore had resolved to abandone their intention of
proéeeding to Constantinople and were willing to return to India

by the first opportunity,
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N.B, EDMONSTONE ATRUECOL Y
P,T, to the Government,
Translation,

Lettier f£rom Sultan Selim to the Indian sovereign, Tippo
Sultan, .dated constantinople, 20th September, 1798, delivered to
Mr, Spencer Smith, His Britonnic Majesty's Minister Plenipotentiary,

etc,

We take this opportunity to acquaint your Majesty when the
French Republic was engaged in a war with most of the powers of
Europe within this latter period, our sublime prote not only took
no part against them, but, regardful of the ancient amity existing
with thaot nation, adopted a system of the slrietest neutrality,
and showed them even such acts of cauntenace, as have given rise

to complaints on the part of other courts,

This friendly dispased towards them and repasing a confi-
dence in those sentiments of friendship which they appeared to
profess for us, we gave no ear to many propositions and advantageous
offers, which had been made to us to side with the Billlgerent
powers, but persuant to our maxims of moderatlon and justice we
abstained from breaking with them without 8 direct motive, and
firmly observed the line of neutrality all which 1s noterious to

the world,
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In this posture of things, when the French having witnessed te
greatest marks of attention from our Sublime Porte, & perfect
reclprocity was naturdlly expected on their side, when no cause
existed to intcryupt the continuunce of the peace betwlxt the two
nations they all of a sudden, have exhikbilted the unprovoked and

treacherous proceedings of which the following is a gketch:

They began to prepare a fleet in one of their harbours,
called Toulory with masti extraordinary mystery, and when completely
fitted out and ready for sea, embarked a large body of troops,
and they put also on board several people versed in the Arabic
language, &nd who had been in Egypt bcfore: They gave the command
of that armmament to one of their generals, named Bounaparte, who
first went to Icland of Malfa of which he took possession and
thence proceeded direct for Alexandria, where being arrived the
17th Muharem, 2ll of a sudden lénded his troops and entered the
town by open force, publishing soon after manifestoes in Arabic
among the different tribes, stating in substance that the object
of their enterprise was not to declare war against the Ottoman
Porte but to attack the Beys of Egypt, for insults and injuries
they had committed against the French Merchants in time past, that
peace with the Ottoman Empire was permanent, that those of the
Arabs who should join woudl meet the best treatment, but such as

shewed opposition would suffer death, with this further insinuation,
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made in different quarters, but more particularly to certain
courts at amity with us, that the expedition against the Peys
was with the privity and consent of the sublime Porte, which is
horrible falsity, After this they also took possersion of
Roseeta, not hesitating to engage in a pitched battle with this
Ottoman troops, who had been detached from Cairo to assist the

invaded,

It is a8 standing law among all nations, not to encroach
upon each others territories wilst they are supposed to be at
peace, When any such even to take place as lead to a rupture,
the motives so tending are previously mode known between the
parties, nor one any open aggression attempted against their res-

pective dominions, until a formal declaration of wer take place,

Whilst thercfore no anterruption of the peace nor the
smallest symptom of misunderstanding, eppeared between our
sublime Porte and the French re-ublic, 2 conduct so audocious so
unprovoked and so decietfully .uadden on their part, is an undeni-

able trait of the most extremr: irnsult and treachery,

The province ol Egyp* is considered as a reign of general
veuneratin, from immedie+~ proximity of the noble city of Mecca the
Kebleh of the Mussulman. (the point of the compass to which all
Turks turn their face in performing Jicir prayers) and the sacred

town of Medina, where the tomb of our Blessed Prophet us fixed,
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the inhabitants of both these sacred cities deriving from thence

their suboistence,

Independent of this it has been actually discovered from
several letters which have been intercepted that the further
project of the French is to devide Arabia into various republies,
to attack the whole Mahemedan Sect in its religion and country,
and by a gradual progression to extirpate all Mussulamans from

face of the earth,

It is for these cogent motives and considerations that
we have determined to repel this enemy, @nd to adopt every
vigorous measure against these persecutors of the faith, we placing
all confidence in the Omnipotent God, the source of all succour

and in the intercession of him who is the Glory of Prophets,

Now it being certain that in addition to the general ties
of religion the bonds of amity and good understanding have ever
been firm and permanent with your Majesty, so justly famed for
your zeal and attachment to our faith, and that more than once
such public acts of friendly attention have been practised between
us, as to have cemented the connection subsisting between the two
countries, we therefore sincerely hope, from your Majesty's digni-
fied disposition, that your will not refuse entering into concert
with us and giving our sublime Porte every padssible assistance
by such an exertion of zeal as your firmness and natural attachment

to such a cause cannot fail to excite,
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We understand that in consecuence of certain secret
intrigues carried on by the French in Indiz (after their
accustemed system) in order to destroy in settlements and to sow
dissentions in the provinces of the English there, a strict
connectlon 1s expected to take effect between them and your
Majesty; for whose services they are to send over a corps of

troops By the way of Egypt,

We are persuaded that the tendency of the French plans can-
not in the present days escape you Majesty's Penetration and
notice, and that no manner of regard will be given to their
decietful insinuatims on yourside, and where as the court of
Great Britain is actually at war with them and our Sublime Porte
engaged on the other hand in repeling their aggressions conse-
quently the French are encmits to boths and such a reciprocity of
interests must exist between those courts as sought to make both
parties eager to afford every mutual succour which a common cause

requires,

It is notorious that the French, bent upon the over throw
of all sects and religious, have ilnvented a new doctrine, unhder
the name of liberty, they themselves professing no other belief but
of Dehrees (Epilcureans or Pythagoreans), that they have not even
opared the territories of the pope of Rome, a country, since time

immemorial, held in great reverence by all European nations, that
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they have wrested and shared with others the whole venetian

state not with standing that fellow Republic had not only abs-
tained from taking part against them, but had rendered them service
during the course of the war, thus effacing +the name of the

Republic of venice from the annals of history,

There is no doubt that their present attempt against the
Ottomans, 2s Well as their ulterior designs (dictated by their
avaricious view, towards oriental riches), tend to make a
general conguest of that country (which may God never suffer to
take effect) and to expel every Mussalman from it, under pretence
of annoying the English, Their end is to be once admitted in India,
and then to develop what really lies in their hearts, just as
they have done in every places where they have been able to acquire

a footing,

In award, they are a nation whose decieful intrigues and
perfidious pursuits know no bounds, they are intent an nothing
but an depriving people of their lives and properties and on

persecuting religion wherever their arms can reach,

Upon all this, therefore, caming to your Majesty's
knowledge, it is sincerely hoped that you will not refuse every
needful exertion towards assisting your brethren Mussalmans,

according to the obligations of religion, and towards defending
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Hindustan itself against the effect of French machinations should
it be true, a2s we hear that an intimate connection has taken
place between your, court and that nation, we hope that, by
weighing present circumstances as well as every future inconve-
nience which would result from such a measure, Your Majesty will
beware against it, and in the event of your having harboured
any idea of joining with them, or of moving against Great Britain,
you will such resolution aside, We make it our special request
that your Majesty will please to refrain from entering into any
meagures against the English or lending any complaint ear to

éhe French, Should there exist any subject of complaint with the
former, please to communicate 1it, certain as you may be of the
employment of every good office on our side to compromise the same,
We wish to see the connection above alluded to be exchanged in

favour of Great Britain,

We confidently expect that upon consideration of all that
is stated in this communication, and of the necessity of assisting
your brethren Muss.lmans in this general cause of religion, as well
as of co-operating towards the above precious province being
delivered from the hands of the enemy, your Majesty will employ
every means which wyour natural zeal will point out to assist the

common cause and to corroboral by that means, the ancient good
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understanding so happily existed between our Empires,

A true copy Certlfied Translation and copy

(sd,) Spencer Smith

(sd,) J.A, Grant, Sub, Secretary




