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Trireme

Wed  Sept  15

1  Group Work   annotation exercise
2  Review Poem
3   This tale is true  and mine    

Turn in Kenning worksheet to 
basket on front table 

Sep 171:04 PM

Remember Lit. Terms:
Elegy

 a poem that mourns the loss of 
someone or something

Caesura
 strong pause in the MIDDLE of 

a line of poetry
Assonance

 repeated VOWEL sounds in 
unrhymed  stressed syllables

Alliteration
 repeated initial CONSONANT sounds 

in strssed syllables

Kenning
 special kinds of metaphors that 
rename someone or something
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The Seafarer
Background

1. Only 30,000 lines of Anglo-Saxon poetry have survived, and more than a 
tenth of that is Beowulf. Monks were almost the only people who knew how to 
write, so much of the remainder is religious poetry.

2. Some of the poetry that has survived deals with nonreligious subjects such as 
battle and the lament of a woman for her absent husband.

3. “The Seafarer” is an example of such “secular” (non-religious) poetry.

4. This poem, as well as other Old English “elegies” (from “elegy”) is a solemn 
poem that laments the transience, or fleeting quality, of life.

5. Remember, people of this period, like Beowulf, believed a person‛s WYRD or 
FATE was unavoidable.  That is, one‛s life choices usually ended in death, an 
understandable view when one considers a seafaring warrior‛s life in 5th 
century Britain (the ravages of the sea, war, and disease).
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The Seafarer
Background

6. The author is anonymous, but the poem has been preserved in The Exeter Book, a 
collection of Anglo-Saxon poetry compiled and copied by monks in 975 or so and which 
has been housed in the Exeter Cathedral since about 1050, the book being named 
after the cathedral.

7. The poem expresses the emotions of an old sailor who realizes the sadness of life, its 
difficulties, and its brief duration.  He also voices the miseries of life on the Irish 
and North Seas as well as the attraction to such a life. 

8. Keep in mind the Angles and Saxons brought the following to England - 
*a warrior culture
*a seafaring tradition
*pagan beliefs (including a grim, fatalistic view of the world)

9. At this time, Anglo-Saxon culture was a blend of religions, mixing pagan ideas of fate 
with Christian faith in heaven and the proud boasts of warriors with lessons about 
humilty.
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Focus during reading:
*  Examples of suffering / pain / loss

*  Contrast of lifestyles

Understanding the Elegy

Examples of Literary Devices
*  Purpose of returning to sea

*  Demonstration of Anglo-Saxon ideals

*  Kennings (why is it appropriate)
*  Overall metaphor: the sea is what?

*  When / how does glory come?

*  Overall theme: what do we pull from this?

Sep 218:40 PM
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    Contrast of lifestyles  what are the two lifestyles  

So what did we learn 

   Anglo Saxon ideals

SEA HOME

   Overall metaphor  the sea is what 

   Overall theme  what do we pull from this 

   Examples of an elegy
suffering   pain   loss
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So what do I write about 

 Aspirations   what do you strive for 
 Hopes   what do you hope for your future 
 Joys   what makes you happy 
 Disillusionments   what brings you down 
 Journeys   what obstacles have you had to overcome 

 or what lessons have you learned 
 Defeats   when have you been knocked down 

OR Think about the Seafarer s Tale   

The sea was rough  cold   lonely  but he 
loved it anyway  Is there anything in your life 
that is comparable 



Attachments

Tranquil Surface.jpg

Click be BEFORE class begins!


SMART Notebook

http://www.hulu.com/watch/56632/saturday-night-live-digital-short-im-on-a-boat
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