


Fa
ll 

 2
0
1
1
. 

 C
o
p
yr

ig
h
t 

(c
) 

2
0
1
1
Pe

ar
so

n
 E

d
u
ca

ti
o
n
, 

In
c.

 o
r 

it
s 

af
fi
lia

te
(s

).
  

A
ll 

ri
g
h
ts

 r
es

er
ve

d
. 

A
ll 

n
am

es
 a

n
d
 d

at
a 

u
se

d
 i
n
 t

h
is

 p
re

se
n
ta

ti
o
n
  

ar
e 

fi
ct

it
io

u
s.

 

AIMSwebAIMSweb
Reporting with LexilesReporting with Lexiles
An Introduction to Using AIMSweb An Introduction to Using AIMSweb 

Reports with Lexile ScoresReports with Lexile Scores
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What is a Lexile? What is a Lexile? 

Big Idea:
Lexiles provide a single measure of…
Reader Ability and Text Readability
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The Lexile FrameworkThe Lexile Framework®® for for 
ReadingReading

Allows us to…
• Measure reader abilityreader ability

and text readabilitytext readability with a 
common metric: LexilesLexiles

• Forecast the level of 
comprehensioncomprehension a reader 
is expected to experience 
with a particular text 
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An Analogy: Lexiles are like An Analogy: Lexiles are like 
inchesinches……

• A universal, accurate 
measurement system

• Used to measure a 
student’s current “size”
and growth over time

• Not grade specific -
students come in 
different sizes and grow 
at different rates
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As a Measure of Text Readability

Approximately 115,000 books with Lexile measures 
are available at www.Lexile.com

Over 150 publishers use Lexile levels

Tens of millions of articles with Lexile measures 
are available through database-services partners 

(EBSCO and Pro-Quest)
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Three Key ConceptsThree Key Concepts

• Reading Ability (people)
the cognitive set students use to construct meaning from text as
measure on tests

• Readability (the text)
the difficulty of reading materials based on dimensions or 
characteristics of the text

• Reading Comprehension (ability students will 
have to understand the text)
the construction of meaning from local text
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Teacher Benefits of Lexile:Teacher Benefits of Lexile:

• Matching a reader’s lexile measure to a 
text with the same lexile measure leads to 
an expected 75% comprehension rate

• By going up 50 or down 100, students 
should still be within the same 
comprehension rate
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How does it work?

• Again, readers can be 
targeted with ““matchedmatched””
texts that they are 
forecasted to read with 
75% comprehension.
(Schnick and Knickelbine, 2000).

• As a reader’s skills grow,skills grow,
he or she can be targeted 
with more demanding more demanding 
texts. texts. 

• And, as the texts become 
more demanding,more demanding, then 
the reader growsreader grows.

Readers’
skills grow

Ready for more 
demanding text
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Comprehension & Lexile Scores

• When a student earns a Lexile ScoreLexile Score on 
an AIMSweb measure, that score can be 
linked to text that is at his/her level.linked to text that is at his/her level.

• If a student’s score is matched with text 
leveled at the same score…

(e.g., Lexile level of 1000L matched with a 
book written at 1000L), 

…the comprehensioncomprehension rate for that 
materials is estimated at about 75%.about 75%.

This is the goal.This is the goal. This ensures the 
materials is not too easy or difficult.
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Comprehension & Lexile Scores

• Students reading materials 
at a matched Lexile level 
are likely to:
–– Sustain the meaningSustain the meaning of the 

thread of the text 
– Read with motivationmotivation
– Read with appropriate 

emotion and emphasisemotion and emphasis
–– ComprehendComprehend what they read
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Comprehension & Lexile Scores

• A mismatchmismatch (e.g., A 1000L1000L reader reading 1250L1250L text) may lead to 
comprehension issues (e.g., 50% comprehension)(e.g., 50% comprehension) because:

– They encounter so much unfamiliar vocabulary and difficult syntactic structures 
that the meaning of the text is frequently lost. 

– Become frustrated and seldom choose to read independently at this level of 
comprehension.

• Conversely, a 1000L 1000L reader reading 750L750L text (e.g., 90% comprehension)(e.g., 90% comprehension)
will likely have:

– Total control of the text

– Read with speed

– Experience automaticity during the reading process. 

Though this is desirable, it may lead to slower reading growth and skill acquisition 
over time. 
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Examples of Text Matching with 
Forecasted Comprehension
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Examples of Text Matching with 
Forecasted Comprehension
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What is Linking?

• “Putting the scores from two or more tests on the same 
scale” (National Research Council, 1999, p. 15).

• Conducted by MetaMetricsMetaMetrics,, Inc. and PearsonPearson for the 
purpose of targeting students to books and texts.

Purpose:Purpose: To predict the books and texts a 
student should be targeted with for successful 
reading experiences, given their performance 
on R-CBM and MAZE.
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What is the Purpose Behind Linking 
AIMSweb with Lexile Scores?

• Parents typically ask 
teachers questions, such as:

– “If my child is in the fourth 
grade and scores 140 on 
the Reading Curriculum-
Based Measurement 
(R-CBM), what does this 
mean?”

– “Based on my child’s test 
results, what can he read 
and how well?”

– “Is my child well prepared 
to meet the reading 
demands of grade-level 
materials?”
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What is the Purpose Behind Linking 
AIMSweb with Lexile Scores?

• Linking Lexiles and AIMSweb 
scores for R-CBM and MAZE:

– Provides a mechanism for 
targeting each student’s 
reading ability with text on a 
common scale.common scale.

– Serves as an anchoranchor to which 
texts and assessments can be 
connected.

– This allows parents, teachers, 
and administrators to 
speak the same language.speak the same language.



Fa
ll 

 2
0
1
1
. 

 C
o
p
yr

ig
h
t 

(c
) 

2
0
1
1
Pe

ar
so

n
 E

d
u
ca

ti
o
n
, 

In
c.

 o
r 

it
s 

af
fi
lia

te
(s

).
  

A
ll 

ri
g
h
ts

 r
es

er
ve

d
. 

A
ll 

n
am

es
 a

n
d
 d

at
a 

u
se

d
 i
n
 t

h
is

 p
re

se
n
ta

ti
o
n
  

ar
e 

fi
ct

it
io

u
s.

 

What is the Purpose Behind Linking 
AIMSweb with Lexile Scores?

By using the Lexile Framework, the 
same metric is appliedsame metric is applied to:

The books the The books the 
children readchildren read

The tests they takeThe tests they take The results that The results that 
are reported.are reported.

(R-CBM & MAZE)
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What is the Purpose Behind Linking 
AIMSweb with Lexile Scores?

• Allows educators and 
parents access to lists of lists of 
leveled books and textsleveled books and texts
that are:

–– matched to studentmatched to student’’s levels level
–– appropriately challengingappropriately challenging
–– Avoids frustrationAvoids frustration. 

•• Why?Why? To get students to  
read more, and, thereby 
read better.read better.

ItIt’’s all about s all about 
student student 

improvement!improvement!
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Adds Value to What you Already Do

• Linking AIMSweb and Lexiles adds 
value to one scale without having to 
administer an additional test.  
It offers:

– Increased interpretabilityinterpretability
“Based on this test score, what can my 
child actually read?”

– Increased diagnostic capabilitydiagnostic capability (e.g., 
“Based on this test score, what are the 
student’s weaknesses?”)

– Increased instructional useinstructional use (e.g., 
“Based on these test scores, I need to 
modify my instruction to include these 
skills.”).
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What does the Lexile Measure?What does the Lexile Measure?

•• Text complexityText complexity and reader abilityreader ability are measured in the 
same unit:  

The LexileThe Lexile. 

–– Text complexityText complexity is determined by examining such 
characteristics as word frequency and sentence 
length.

– Items and text are calibrated using the Rasch modelRasch model. 
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rasch_model)
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The Lexile Score

• The typical range 
of the Lexile Lexile 
Scale is from 200 Scale is from 200 
to 1700to 1700 LexilesLexiles, 
although actual 
Lexile measures 
can range from 
below zero (BR) to 
above 2000 
Lexiles

Grade 
Level

Reader 
Measures

Text Measures 
(Lexile Range)

1 up to 300L 200L to 400L

2 140L to 500L 300L to 500L

3 330L to 700L 500L to 700L

4 445L to 810L 650L to 850L

5 565L to 910L 750L to 950L

6 665L to 1000L 850L to 1050L

7 735L to 1065L 950L to 1075L

8 805L to 1100L 1000L to 1100L

9 855L to 1165L 1050L to 1150L

10 905L to 1195L 1100L to 1200L

11-12 940L to 1210L 1100L to 1300L
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The Lexile Score
• The typical range of the Lexile Scale is from 200 to Lexile Scale is from 200 to 

17001700 LexilesLexiles, although actual Lexile measures can 
range from below zero (BR) to above 2000 Lexiles

• AIMSweb will report Lexiles scores that fall at or below 
0L as ““BRBR”” (Beginning Reader)(Beginning Reader)
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Lexiles in AIMSweb Reports 
(A Demo)
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Selecting a Book

• Ensure that the books on the 
lists are also  developmentally developmentally 
appropriateappropriate for the readers. 

• The Lexile measureLexile measure is one 
factor related to comprehension 
and is a good starting pointa good starting point in 
the selection process of a book 
for a specific reader. 
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Selecting a Book

•• Other factors to considerOther factors to consider when 
matching a book with a reader 
include:

– Student developmental level

– Motivation

– Interest

– Amount of background knowledge 
possessed by the reader

– Characteristics of the text  
(e.g., illustrations and formatting)
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Extra Things You Can Do with 
Lexiles
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· Develop individualized reading lists that are tailored to provide 
appropriately challenging reading.

· Enhance thematic teaching by building a bank of titles at varying 
Lexile levels that not only support the theme, but provide a way for all 
students to successfully participate in the theme.

· Use the free Lexile Book Database (at www.Lexile.com) and “Find a 
Book”

· Use the free Lexile calculator (at www.Lexile.com) to gauge 
expected reading comprehension at different Lexile measures for 
readers and texts.

Teacher Benefits of Lexile:
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TEACHERTEACHER’’S EXPERTISE + LEXILES  S EXPERTISE + LEXILES  
=IMPROVED STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT=IMPROVED STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT

• Differentiating Instruction
• Matching class work to students’ reading 

ability
• Positive growth in reading proficiency and 

motivation
• Effective communication with parents 

about lexiles and reading growth        
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Communicating with ParentsCommunicating with Parents

• Don’t get too focused on numbers—ranges are 
important

• Give examples of books and other text materials
• Talk about where the student is now, but also 

where they are going
• Explain the Lexile Framework is a tool for 

matching readers with appropriately challenging 
texts, not a reading program
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Communicating with ParentsCommunicating with Parents

• Emphasize that the Lexile Framework 
does not address:
interest
age appropriateness
text support or quality

• It looks only at text difficulty—books 
should always be previewed
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LexilingLexiling Your LibraryYour Library

• Website—www.lexile.com—it’s free and 
continuously updated

• CD—Lexiles Titles database for an initial 
purchase of $24.95, includes 2 updates 
per year.  The benefit is that you can print 
customized reading lists and labels.
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LIBRARIANLIBRARIAN’’S EXPERTISE + LEXILES S EXPERTISE + LEXILES 
=IMPROVED STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT=IMPROVED STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT

• Appropriately matched books that are 
engaging and challenging

• Improved reading success and enjoyment
• Positive growth in reading proficiency and 

motivation
• Effectively managed differentiated 

instruction
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Teacher Benefits of Lexile:Teacher Benefits of Lexile:

• Teachers can save word documents that they 
create and determine a lexile score through 
www.lexile.com.  There is a 5,000 word limit per 
document and it must be in plain text

• Spanish translation is available
• To determine a lexile for word documents, go to 

the “tools” section of the website.  One the left 
side, select “Lexile analyzer”
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A FAQ About AIMSweb Measures and 
Lexile Ratings

Question:Question: “I put the R-CBM and Maze probes in the 
Lexile® Analyzer tool and received a different Lexile 
measure. Why?”

Answer:Answer: The Lexile level received from the Lexile Analyzer tool is 
the suggested reading level of that passage. 

The Lexile measure a student obtains on an R-CBM or Maze 
passage is a measure of that student’s performance on the 
passage. They are different functions.

Without a research study of the type conducted by Pearson in 
collaboration with MetaMetrics, it would not be possible to associate 
a student Lexile measure with raw scores obtained on R-CBM or 
Maze probes.
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Technical Information & 
Development
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Technical Documentation & Guides Technical Documentation & Guides 
Available for  Lexiles with AIMSwebAvailable for  Lexiles with AIMSweb
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The Linking Study

• Pearson recruited a total of 
25 schools in 12 districts, 
from 8 states—all of which 
volunteered to participate in 
the linking study.

• Goal was to have between 
500 and 1,000 students per 
grade.  
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The Linking Study

• Three tests were administered to 
students from May 2 through 
May 20, 2011:

–– The Lexile Linking TestThe Lexile Linking Test
–– RR--CBM testCBM test
–– MAZE testMAZE test

• Students’ Lexile Linking TestLexile Linking Test scores were matched separately to 
the RR--CBM scoresCBM scores and to the MAZE scoresMAZE scores.  This gave 
researchers two separate linking analyses. 

– For RR--CBMCBM, a total of 5,4445,444 students (Grades 1 through 8), or 92.6%, 
had both test scores. 

– For MAZEMAZE, a total of 5,3165,316 students (Grades 1 through 8), or 90.4%, 
had both test scores.
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Conversion Tables CreatedConversion Tables Created
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Conversion Tables CreatedConversion Tables Created

Excerpt from Grade 3, R-CBM Table
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Conversion Tables CreatedConversion Tables Created

Excerpt from 
Grade 3, R-CBM 

Table

Excerpt from Grade 3, R-CBM Student 
Report listing Lexile Scores with 

R-CBM Scores
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The End


