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A note to teachers:

Macmillan Children’s Books has created this pack as a professional resource for
teachers of early years and key stage one. It’s full of opportunities for vibrant
learning and understanding around a familiar, well-loved story: Dear Zoo by Rod
Campbell, which has been adapted by the author for the stage.

Alongside a trip to see the show, this education pack contains all the ingredients to
encourage the expressive arts, imaginative play, stories and drama. Encourage children
to dress up as animals or use animal toys or puppets, and make their own play based on
this exciting story.

Nothing, as we know, succeeds to boost learning as much as talking about and
pretending to be animals. This pack is bursting with ideas and concepts to encourage
curiosity, imagination and hand-eye skills: the foundation of our literacy and learning.
Your skilled questioning about the animals, what they are like and where they live in
the wild will develop a scientific understanding and there are shapes and sizes to
compare which will enhance maths vocabulary.

As each child chooses their own favourite among the animals, what would they actually
need in order to look after them? What do they eat? Where do they normally live? Where
do they sleep? Do they like human companionship? It’s a rewarding opportunity to talk
about responsibility for animals and to develop vocabulary and problem solving.

Geraldine Taylor MA,
Educational Consultant
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Before the play

Introduce your class to the animals in
Dear Zoo

What noises do you think they might make?

How might you behave if you were pretending to be a lion?
Or an elephant? Or a frog? Try them all! Maybe you could turn
your classroom into a zoo while you act out each animal. Do you think
the different animals would get on well with each other?

Which pet do you think you would choose?
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Colours

Colouring

Giraffe uses his long neck to reach the leaves.
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Colours and numbers

Drawing and colouring

This jumpy frog is sitting on a lily pad on the pond.

Draw lots of fish in the pond then colour it in.

She

A= O}:“o’

| drey,
Now count up your fish. How many are there?
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Colours
Frog 1s green

Write down or draw some other green things:

'....l\<g?:>.... .
Elephant’s crate 1s yellow
] \T“"
Ny 5 Write down or draw some other yellow things:
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Colours

i

L) M Camel’s crate is blue

Write down or draw some other blue things:

-

Snoke’s basket is orange

Write down or draw some other orange things:




Numbers
Dot-to-dot giraffe

Join the dots following the numbers from 1 to 24
to find out who is hiding. After you have joined
the dots, you could colour your picture.
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Expressive arts

After the play

Here are some questions you could ask your class after they
have seen the play:

Now you’ve seen the play, which pet would you choose? Is it the
same pet that you chose before you saw the play?

In the play, each of the animals says a few lines about themseves.
Elephant says:

“Yes, I'm an elephant,

the biggest beast of all.

I'm so big and heavy,

you wouldn’t say I'm small!”

Why not choose one of the characters and make up a few lines for
them? Then try to speak them in the way your animal might speak!

You could even try putting on a Dear Zoo
play of your own! There is a template for

Te el 9 @ a lion mask included in this pack, but you
could make simple masks for the other

animals in the same way.

The next few pages have some word-based exercises that will
encourage children to think about other ways to describe each
animal. Once they ve seen the play, perhaps they will think of
the animals in different ways.
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Describing words

Giraffe was too tall
Can you say or write other words to talk about

what a giraffe is like?

Colour me in!




Describing words

Lion was too fierce

Can you say or write other words to talk about

what a lion 1s like?

Colour me in!
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Describing words

Camel was too grumpy
Can you say or write other words to talk about

what a camel 1s like?

Colour me in!
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Crossword

Picture crossword

Put the animals’ names in the squares of the puzzle.

©)

elephant

@ camel




Letter writing

Write a letter to the zoo
asking them to send you a pet.

How would you look after your pet?
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Expressive arts

Follow the instructions below to make this lion mask.

While you wear it, try prancing like a proud lion.

Can you roar like one too? What does it feel like to be a lion?

Pretend to be the other animals too.

. Stick your activity
sheet to a piece of card.
2. Colour in and decorate.
3. Cut out the mask along
the dotted lines.
4. Fasten some elastic.
to the sides of the mask.
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eqar Zoo

4/5/6 FEB Theatre Severn, SHREWSBURY 01743 281281
7/8 FEB Floral Pavilion Theatre, NEW BRIGHTON 0151 666 0000
9/10 FEB Coronation Hall, ULVERSTON 01229 587140
11/12 FEB Grand Theatre, LANCASTER 01524 64695
14/15 FEB Wycombe Swan, HIGH WYCOMBE 01494 512 000
16/17 FEB New Theatre Royal, PORTSMOUTH 023 9264 9000
19/20/21 FEB The Atkinson, SOUTHPORT 01704 533 333
22/23 FEB New Wolsey Theatre, IPSWICH 01473 295900
13/14 MAR Gordon Craig Theatre, STEVENAGE 01438 363 200
15/16 MAR The Woodville, GRAVESEND 08442 439 480
17/18 MAR Devonshire Park Theatre, EASTBOURNE 01323 412000
19/20 MAR Towngate Theatre, BASILDON 01268 205300
21/22/23 MAR Chipping Norton Theatre, CHIPPING NORTON 01608 642350
25/26 MARCH Motherwell Concert Hall, MOTHERWELL 01698 403 120
27/28 MARCH The Gaiety, AYR 01292 288 235
29/30 MARCH Beacon Arts Centre, GREENOCK 01475 723 723
2/3 APRIL Dundee Rep Theatre, DUNDEE 01382 223 530
9/10 APR Bridlington Spa, BRIDLINGTON 01262 678258
11/12/13/14 APR Birmingham Hippodrome, BIRMINGHAM (0844 338 5000*
17/18 APR Harrogate Theatre, HARROGATE 01423 502116
19/20 APR Waterside, SALE 0161 912 5616
21/22 APR Theatre Royal, WAKEFIELD 01924 211 31
23/24 APR Alban Arena, ST ALBANS 01727 844488
25/26 APR Key Theatre, PETERBOROUGH 01733 207239
28/29 APR Artrix, BROMSGROVE 01527 577330
1/2 MAY Leas Cliff Hall, FOLKESTONE 0844 871 3015*
3/4 MAY Theatre Royal, WINCHESTER 01962 840 440
5/6 MAY White Rock Theatre, HASTINGS 01424 462288
7/8 MAY Harlow Playhouse, HARLOW 01279 431945
9/10 MAY Chequer Mead Theatre, EAST GRINSTEAD 01342 302000
12/13 MAY Derby Guildhall, DERBY 01332 255800
15/16 MAY Gala Theatre, DURHAM 0300 026 6600*
18/19 MAY New Theatre Royal Lincoln, LINCOLN 01522 519999
22/23 MAY Hazlitt Theatre, MAIDSTONE 01622 758611
25/26 MAY Civic Theatre, ROTHERHAM 01709 823621
28/29 MAY William Aston Hall, WREXHAM 0844 249 1000*
30/31 MAY Darlington Hippodrome, DARLINGTON 01325 405405
1/2 JUNE Royal Spa Centre, LEAMINGTON SPA 01926 334418

FIND OUT MORE AT DEARZOOANDFRIENDS.COM
£ N @DearzZooLive #DearZooLive

*FEES APPLY CALLS COST UP TO 7P PER MINUTE PLUS YOUR PHONE COMPANY’S ACCESS CHARGE



