Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Day
April 12, 2020

This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and through him all creation is made new!
Indeed, “God shows no partiality” (Acts 10:34): Christ’s resurrection truly brings life to
everyone. We sing hymns of praise, gather around sacred words, and proclaim God’s
faithfulness, power, and love in the feast of holy communion. With the women at the tomb, we
are astonished, elated, and grateful. We depart with joy to proclaim the good news of God’s
endless love.

PRESERVICE MUSIC Christ is Arisen Johann Fischer
Easter Hymn Medley
Alleluia! Alleluia! arr. Harold DeCou
The Strife is Over arr. Norman Johnson
Christ the Lord is Risen Roger C. Wilson
GATHERING

P: Christ is Risen! C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!



PROCESSIONAL HYMN

Jesus Christ is Risen Today

Jesus Christ Is Risen Today

ELW 365
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1 Je - sus Christ is ris’n to - day, Al = le - lu - ia!
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Al - le - lu - ia!
3 But the pains which he en - dured, Al - le - lu - ia!
4 Sing we to our God a - bove, Al /,-_\ le - Ilu - 1a!
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our tri - um-phant ho - ly day, Al\\-/ le - Iu - ia!
un - to Christ, our heav’'n-ly king, Al - le - lu - ia!
our sal - va - tion have pro-cured; Al - le - Iu - ia!
praise e - ter - nal as  his love; Al - le - Iu - ia!
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who did once up - on the cross, Al - le - lu - ia!
who en-dured the cross and grave, Al - le - lu - ia!
now a -bove the sky he’s king, Al - le - Iu - ial
praise him, all you heav’'n-ly host, Al - le - Im - ia!
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suf - fer to re - deem our loss. Al - le - lu - ia!
sin - ners to re - deem and save. Al - le - lu - ia!
where the an-gels ev -er sing. Al - le - lu - ia!
Fa - ther, Son,and Ho -1y Ghost. Al - le - Iu - ia!
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Text: Latin carol, 14th cent., sts. 1-3; tr. J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt.; Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, st. 4
Music: EASTER HYMN, J. Walsh, Zyra Davidica, 1708



CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

P. Blessed be the Resurrected Christ who calls us beloved children, who gathers us into one flock, who
guides us into all truth.

C. Amen.

P: We confess our sins and burdens before God and one another.

Pause for silence and reflection.

P: Lord of life,

C: Though you have made all things new, we still cling to the old. Forgive us when we doubt your
presence, resist your call, and lose hope in the face of challenges. Remind us that you are bigger than
our problems, concerns, and preoccupations, and restore us with your love, Amen.

P: Jesus is risen indeed, and we have received this blessing: life eternal in his kingdom. Neither sin nor
evil has the power to separate us from the One who loves us, and the One who forgives us in the name
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and has become the Lord of
life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life and hope we share with Christ born in the
heartbreaks of the Cross, and help us to grow as your people toward the fullness of eternal life with you,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.



HYMN OF PRAISE

Now all the vault of heaven resounds

ELW 367

Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds
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1 Now all the vault of heav'm re - sounds
2 E - ter - nal is the gift he brings,
3 Oh, fill us, Lord, with daunt - less love;
4 A - dor - ing prais - es now we bring
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in praise of love that still a - bounds: “Christ has
there - fore our heart with rap - ture sings: “Christ has
set heart and will on things a - bove that  we
and with the heav'n-ly bless - ed sing: “Christ has
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tri - umphed! He is liv - ing!” Sing, choirs  of
tri - umphed! He is liv - ing!” Now still  he
con - quer through your tri - umph; grant grace suf -
tri - umphed! Al - le - lu - ial” Be to the
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comes to give us life and by his pres-ence stills all
fi - cient for life’s day that by our lives we tru - ly
Fa - ther, and our Lord, to Spir - it blest, most ho - ly
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here: “Christ has tri - umphed! He s liv - ing!”
strife. ~ “Christ has tri - umphed! He s liv - ing!”
say: “Christ has tri - umphed! He s liv - ing!”
God, all  the glo - 1y, nev - er end - ing!
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Al-le - lu - ia, al -le - Iu - 1ia, al - le lu - 1a!

Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt.

Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Geistliche Kirchengesdnge, Koln, 1623
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS



WORD

FIRST READING: Acts 10:34-43

Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, is a summary of the essential message of
Christianity: Everyone who believes in Jesus, whose life, death, and resurrection fulfilled the words of the prophets,
“receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

*Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, **but in every
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. **You know the message he
sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. >’That message spread
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: **how God anointed
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all
who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. **We are witnesses to all that he did both in
Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; “°but God raised him on the
third day and allowed him to appear, “'not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. “’He commanded us to preach
to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. “*All
the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through
his name.”

PSALM: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
!Give thanks to the LoRD, for the LORD is good;
God’s mercy endures forever.
’Let Israel now declare,
“God’s mercy endures forever.”
“The LORD is my strength and my song,
and has become my salvation.
*Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous:
“The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!
*The right hand of the LORD is exalted!
The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly
71 shall not die, but live,
and declare the works of the LORD.
8The LoRD indeed punished me sorely,
but did not hand me over to death.
“Open for me the gates of righteousness;
I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD.
20“This is the gate of the LORD;
here the righteous may enter.”
] give thanks to you, for you have answered me
and you have become my salvation.
*’The stone that the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.
3By the LORD has this been done;
it is marvelous in our eyes.
*This is the day that the LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
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SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1-4

Easter means new life for us as it first meant new life for Christ. His resurrection reshapes the entire focus and
motivation for our lives since we are now hidden with the risen Christ in God.

!If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right
hand of God. ?Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, *for you have
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. “When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also
will be revealed with him in glory.

GOSPEL: John 20:1-18
John’s gospel describes the confusion and excitement of the first Easter: the stone is moved, disciples race back and
forth, and angels speak to a weeping woman. Then, Jesus himself appears.
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw
that the stone had been removed from the tomb. ?So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and
we do not know where they have laid him.” *Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward
the tomb. “The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb
first. °"He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. °Then
Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and
the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by
itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; *for
as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. °Then the disciples
returned to their homes.

11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; *?and
she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the
other at the feet. *They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have
taken away my Lord, and | do not know where they have laid him.” **When she had said this, she turned
around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. **Jesus said to her,
“Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she
said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and | will take him
away.” *Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means
Teacher). YJesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because | have not yet ascended to the Father. But
go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your
God.”” **Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told
them that he had said these things to her.

HOMILY “Hope from Heartbreak” Rev. Jeffery Alvestad, Interim Pastor



HYMN OF THE DAY Thine is the Glory ELW 376
Thine Is the Glory
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1 Thine is the glo - ry, ris - en, con-qu'ring Son; end-less is  the
2 Lo, Je-sus meetsthee, r1is - en from the tomb! Lov-ing-ly he
3 No more we doubtthee, glo - rious Prince of life; life is naught with-
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vic - try thou o’er death hast won! An - gels in bright rai - ment
greets thee, scat-ters fear and gloom; let  his church with glad - ness
out thee; aid wus in our strife; make us more than con-qu’rors,
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rolled the stone a - way, kept the fold - ed  grave-clothes
hymns of tri - umph sing, for  the Lord now liv - eth;
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where thy bod - y lay.

death hath lost  its sting! Thine is the glo - ry, ris - en, con-qu’ring
to thy home a - bove.
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Text: Edmond Budry, 1854-1932; tr. R. Birch Hoyle, 1875-1939
Music: JUDAS MACCABAEUS, George Frideric Handel, 1685-1759



OFFERING HYMN

We give thee but thine own

ELW 686

(You may mail your offering to the church office or make your offering through the church website)

We Give Thee but Thine Own
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Text: William W. How, 1823—1897, alt.
Music: HEATH, L. Mason and G. Webb, Cantica Lauda, 1850

I We  give thee but thine own, what-e’er the gift may be;
2 May we thy boun - ties thus as stew-ards true re - ceive,
3 The cap-tive to re - lease, to God the lost to bring,
4 And we be -lieve thy word, though dim our faith may be:
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all that we have 1s thine a - lone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.
and glad -1y, as thou bless-est us, to thee our first-fruits give.
to teach the way of life and peace—it is  a Christ-like thing.
what-e’er we do for thine, O Lord, we do 1t wun - to thee.
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APOSTLES’ CREED

C: | believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
After each prayer: Risen Lord. Please respond:: “Hear our prayer.”

LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
yours, now and forever. Amen.

SENDING

BENEDICTION Almighty God, who raised our Lord Jesus from death, lift you up and restore you to
wholeness. Amen.



SENDING HYMN

SENDING
them.

C: We will!

POSTLUDE
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Praise the
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bright fore - run - ner to
for -ev - er to

the skies of his peo - ple, yet to rise.
be - stow bless-ings on his church be - low.

Hallelujah! Jesus Lives! ELW 380
Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!
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1 Hal-le - lu - jah! Je - sus lives! He is now the Liv - ing One;
2 Je -sus lives! Why do you weep? Why that sad and mourn-ful sigh?
3 Je-sus lives! And thus, my soul, life e - ter - nal waits for you;
4 Je - sus lives! Let all re - joice. Praise him, ran-somed of the earth.
5 Hal-le - lu - jah!  An-gels, sing! Join with us in hymns of praise.
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from the gloom-y halls of death Christ, the con-quer-or, has gone,
Christ who died our broth-er here lives our broth-er still on high,
joined to Christ, your liv - ing head, where he is, you shall be too;
Praise him in a no - bler song, cher - u-bim of heav'n-ly birth.
Let your cho - rus swell the strain which our fee - bler voic - es raise:
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Lord, at God’s right hand, as a vic - tor you shall stand.
vic - tor king, whose sway sin and death and hell o - bey.
to our God a - bove and on earth his peace and love!
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Text: Carl B. Garve, 1763-1841; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813-1897, alt.
Music: FRED TIL BOD, Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812-1887

P: Go in peace. Remember those who are serving us, and the ill and those who care for
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faith
home

The resurrection of Jesus changes everything.

APRIL 12, 2020
EASTER SUNDAY

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Matthew 28:1-10 Christ’s resurrection
Monday Acts 10:34-43 Peter speaks of faith in Jesus
Tuesday John 20:1-18 The resurrection of Jesus

Wednesday Jeremiah 31:1-6 Israel will return to God

Thursday Colossians 3:1-4 New life in Christ

Friday Isaiah 25:6-9 The Lord has saved us
Saturday Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 The Lord is always merciful
Sunday John 20:19-31 Thomas sees and believes

“So they [Mary Magdalene and the other Mary] left the tomb quickly
with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met
them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet,
and worshiped him.” Matthew 28:8-9 (NRSV)

A Prayer for the Week:
Almighty God, help us to live each day knowing and trusting that Jesus’ resurrection changes
everything we experience around us. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God, just as our Lord Jesus Christ ate with Peter and the other disciples after he rose from
the dead, be with us now in this meal. Amen. (Acts 10:41)

A Blessing to Give:

May the risen Lord Jesus Christ be your strength and the power of your salvation now and always.

(Psalm 118:14)
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Jesus Christ is Risen - 24

e faith
o home

Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

Ce

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
e What happens during an earthquake? Have you experienced one? If so, tell about it.
e Tell or think about a time in your life when something happened that “shook” you up.

e How do you think Jesus’ resurrection shakes up the way God cares for us and all
people?

APRIL 12, 2020

e

Read: Matthew 28:1-10.

Mary Magdalene and “the other Mary” go to the empty tomb. The second Mary is likely Jesus’
mother (see Matthew 13:55 and 27:56 where Jesus’ mother is described as the mother of
James and Joseph). It is surprising that this second Mary is not named as the mother of Jesus. It
appears that the emphasis is not on her biological relationship to Jesus but Mary as a follower
of Jesus. She is now a disciple. Jesus’ resurrection changes and shakes up everything, including
our relationships to others. This is something suggested by the earthquake and the angel of the
Lord that descends and whose appearance is like lightning (28:2-3). The resurrection of Jesus
connects heaven and earth in a way that shakes up everything for the followers of Jesus and
for all of creation itself. How does Jesus’ resurrection change everything? How does it change
you?

Pray: Risen Lord Jesus, come into my life this day that | may be changed to live for you.

Amen.
of

Natural disasters occur regularly around the world. The aftermath of floods, earthquakes, and
hurricanes or typhoons change people’s lives drastically. There are many organizations that
provide help for these victims. Have you ever helped during a recovery? How might you
support this work?

i
Write the numbers one through ten on separate pieces of small paper. Fold each number and
place them in ten different colored plastic eggs along with a sweet treat. Hide the eggs and
have a hunt. After they are found, open each egg and take the contents out. Ask who has
number one and then read Matthew 28:1. Continue the numbers in order as verses 2-10 from
Matthew 28 are read. When finished say together: Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
(say three times, each time getting louder)
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In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org



