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© What will you learn in this lesson? ¢

Hello, Reader! In this lesson you are going to learn all about the Russian
alphabet! Russians write with an alphabet called the Cyrillic script. You will

@ @ notice that many Cyrillic letters look similar to Latin letters (we use the Latin

\ alphabet), because both alphabets descend from the Greek alphabet.

This lesson will teach you how to read, pronounce, and write Russian words!
But remember that you must also study! Make sure that you always study the Summary and
Cyrillic Study Guide (see Contents below)! Also make sure you take advantage of the tables
posted on pages 17 and 18. If you have a printer, make sure you print them off!!!

I hope you enjoy this special lesson! Remember to study, study, study!!!
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» Alphabet

® The Alphabet
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Aa [a] as in "father" Pp [1] (trilled, rolled )t

B6 [b] asin "bed" Cc [s]asin "see"

BB [v] asin "visit" Tr [t asin "time"

't  [g]asin"game" Yy [u]asin "moose"

Aa [d]asin"dog" dP [f] asin "farm"

Ee [ye] asin "yes" Xx  [kh] (Scottish English loch)?
Ee [yo] as in "yoke" Ly [ts] asin "cats"

HOK [zh] as in "pleasure” Yy [ch] asin "cheese"

33 [z] asin "zebra" LWw [sh] as in "ship"

Mun [i] asin "meat" Ly, [shsh'] (longer, palatalized version of [sh])3
Wir [y] as in "year" b ['] the hard sign*

Kk [k] asin "clock" bl [#] (close to the [i] in hit)*
Jin [l asin "lock" b ['] the soft sign*

MM [m] as in "mouse" I3 [e]asin "bed"

HH [n]asin "no" KO0 [yu] as in "you"

Oo [o] asin "goat" Aa  [ya] asin "yacht"

Mn [p]asin "pear"

Notes:

* The hard sign marks a preceding hard consonant and the soft sign marks a preceding soft
consonant. These two letters do not make sounds by themselves. If you don't understand this
right now, don't worry — it will be reintroduced later on.

1. Pp [r] is pronounced as a trilled r. This is also known as "rolling" your r. It is produced by
allowing air to vibrate your tongue against the top of your mouth (in the position of [t]). It is
never pronounced with the throat!

2. Xx [kh] is pronounced much like English [h], but it is much rougher and stronger. It is
pronounced in the same position as [k], but you allow air to flow through, causing frication.
3. W, [shsh'] sounds a lot like W [sh], but it is longer (the length of two consonants) and it
is palatalized. You will learn more about palatalization shortly, but basically you raise your
tongue to pronounce [y] at the same time you say the consonant (so you could analyze this
sound as [shshy]). It is not pronounced as [shch]!

4. b1 [i] is a hard letter for Russian learners to master. It is a central vowel, and is pronounced in
between [i] and [u]. It is very much like the vowel in the word "hit."
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» Consonants Page 4

® Consonants

Consonants are sounds like [p], [t], [k]. Russian has two different types of consonants: hard
consonants and soft consonants.

Soft consonants are palatalized, which means that they are pronounced with a "palatal
secondary articulation." This is a linguistic term for something very simple: the middle of the
tongue is raised towards the roof of the mouth when you say the consonant. This means that
you mix the consonant with a [y]. You may compare Russian soft consonants to consonants
followed by [y] in English: pure, beautiful, Tuesday (some dialects).

Soft consonants will be marked with an apostrophe after them: [n']. They are very important to
notice, because some words are distinguished only by soft consonants.

mart [mat] "bad language"
MAT [m'at] "mint, GENITIVE PL."

HocC [nos] "nose"
Héc [n'os] "(he) carried"

MaTtb [mat'] "mother”
MAaTb [m'at'] "to wrinkle"

Soft consonants can come at the end of a word (compare mar-matb). When they come at the
end of a word they are marked by the soft sign (b). You will learn more about the hard and soft
signs later :).

Now that we've learned about soft consonants, it's time to learn that some consonants are
always hard and some consonants are always soft!

Consonants that are always hard Consonants that are always soft
ok Ww Uy YUy Ww Nii

[zh] [sh] [ts] [ch]  [shshT [y]

XuTb [zhit'] "to live" yai [chay] "tea"

wecTtb [shest'] "six" wm [shsh'i] "cabbage soup”

uapsb [tsar'] "czar" mora [yoga] "yoga"

These six consonants are special. The rest of the consonants may be hard or soft (continued
on the next page....)
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» Consonants, contd.

The following consonants may be hard or soft:

B6 Be Ir Aa 33
hard b v g d z
soft b’ V' g d' z

K« Jin Mm HH [In
hard k | m n p
soft k' I m n p'

Pp Cc Tr dp Xx
hard v s t f kh
soft ' s' t' f kh'

6bITb [bit'] "to be"

6uTb [b'it'] "to beat"

TOT [tOt] "that"

® Voicing

nyk [luk] "onion"
arok [I'uk] "hatch”
TéTA [t'Ot'a] "aunt”

Page 5

When voiced consonants (e.g. [b]) come at the end

of a word, or before a voiceless consonant (e.g. [p]) -

they loose their voice. So they become their
unvoiced counterparts.

3anomHure!
(Remember!)

Soft consonants are palatalized, which
means they are pronounced with the
middle of the tongue raised to the roof of
the mouth. This makes the consonant
sound like it is mixed with [y].

Tongue position of Russian hard [t]: T

Tongue position of Russian soft [t']: Tb

6 [b] — n[p] xneb [khl'ep] "bread"

B [V] - ¢ [f] nw60Bb [I'ubof] "love"
r [g] - Kk [k] apyr [druk] "friend"

A [d] — T[t] BOAKa [vOtka] "vodka"
X [zh] — w [sh] noxka [|6shka] "spoon”
3 [Z] — c[s] o6pas [Obras] "image"

When unvoiced consonants come before a voiced consonant - they become voiced. This does
not apply to B [v]. It has no effect on the consonants that come before it.

Bok3an [vagzal] "station" (k > r)
npocbba [proz'ba) "request” (c > 3)

TBOM [tvoy] "your" (NO CHANGE)
cBoi [svoy] "one's own" (NO CHANGE)

Furthermore, these rules apply across word boundaries: Kak gena? [kag d'ila] "How are you?"
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» Vowels

® Vowels
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There are five vowels in Russian: [a e i o u]. Russian has ten
letters to write vowels. These are divided into two different
classes: (1) vowels used after hard consonants and (2) vowels
used after soft consonants.

(1) Hard vowels (2) Soft vowels

a [a] as in "father” A [ya] as in "yacht"
3 [e] as in "bed" e [ye] as in "yes"
bl [i] as in "hit" m [i] as in "meet"
o [0] as in "goat" € [yo] as in "yoke"*
y [u] as in "moose” to [yu] as in "you"

He 3abyabTe!
(Don't forget!)

The hard vowels: a 3 bl 0 y come
after hard consonants and the soft
vowels: a1 e u & o come after soft
consonants!

*@ appears in stressed syllables only!
It is never unstressed!!

When soft vowels come after a consonant, they lose their preceding [y] sound and palatalize
(soften) the consonant before them: msico [m'asa] "meat". However, soft vowels have no effect
on hard-only consonants. Therefore, >xutb "to live" is pronounced with [#] instead of the
written [i]: [zhit']; and wecTtb "six" is pronounced with a [e] without palatalizing the [sh]:

[shest'].

After a vowel or at the beginning of a word, soft vowels are pronounced with a strong [y]
sound before them (except for n which is simply [i]): a 3Hato [ya znayu] "I know."

Below are some example words. Study and practice them. Then continue to the next section:

"Vowel Reduction."

mMama [mama] "'mom" a[ya] "T"

ABa [dva] "two" MfAco [m'asa] "meat”
3To [éta] "it is" ectb [yest'] "there is"
wecTb [shest'] "six" cemb [s'em'] "seven"
Thl [ti] "you" nan [il'i] "or"

6bITb [bit'] "to be" 6uTtb [b'it'] "to beat"
BoakKa [votka] "vodka" Bcé [fs'o] "everything"
BOocemb [vOs'im'] "eight” tor [yuk] "south”

nyk [luk] "onion" nrok [I'uk] "hatch”

ctyn [stul] "chair"
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» Vowel reduction Page 7

® Vowel reduction

Some vowels are reduced in unstressed syllables. Stressed syllables are marked with an acute
accent in this lesson (i.e. @). The vowel & is always stressed!

A and O

The vowels a and o merge in unstressed syllables, where they both sound like [a]. The exact
transcription of the sound is [3] and it is pronounced as "arena" [arina] (example: mama
['mama] "mom"). The vowel is more centralized when directly before unstressed syllables: [e]
(example: monoko [male ko] "milk™).

However, for simplicity, we will transcribe unstressed a and o as simply [a].

monoko [malako] "milk" okHO [aknd] "window"
nuBo [piva] "beer" xopouwo [kharashé] "good"

Some words of foreign origin do not reduce final o: paguo [rad'io] "radio"; ctepeo [st'ér'io]
"stereo."

Eand U

The vowels e and n merge in unstressed syllables. They are both pronounced like [i]. The exact
pronunciation is [1] (as in "little") after soft consonants; and [#] (more centralized than [1]) after
hard consonants. But for simplicity, we will just write [i] and [4].

epa [yida] "food" TenedoH [t'il'ifén] "telephone”
»eHa [zhind] "woman" Muanuymsa [m'il'itstya] "police”
none [pol'i] "field"

Unstressed e is usually pronounced as [a] at the end of a word after » w u, but it may also be
pronounced as [#] in a few words: paHble [ran'shi] "earlier."

A

When unstressed, s is pronounced as [i] in most places...but not at the end of a word. Note
that this applies to a when it follows soft consonants.

a3bIK [yizik] "language” pecarb [d'és'it'] "ten"
yachl [chist] "watch"

Poccuna [rass'iya] "Russia” xopouwas [kharoshaya] "good (feminine)"
nons [pol'a)] "field GENITIVE SG."
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» Hard and soft signs

® Hard and soft signs

Page 8

There are two letters in the Russian alphabet which
have no sound by themselves. These are the hard
and soft signs. They modify the consonants before
them.

The soft sign (b) indicates that a preceding
consonant is soft: peHb [d'en’] "day."

The hard sign (b) indicates that a preceding
consonant is hard, however it is only ever needed
before a soft vowel. This means that the consonant
before the hard sign isn't palatalized.

A great example of the hard sign in use is the word
cbecTb [syest'] "to eat, perfective", it is different from
cectb [s'est'] "to sit down, perfective". In cbecTb the
first ¢ is hard, but in cectb the first c is soft.

® Stress

3anomHure!
(Remembert)

The hard and soft signs do not make
sounds. They modify the letters that
come before them. The soft sign makes
consonants soft, and the hard sign makes
consonants hard.

Since we have hard and soft vowels too,
there is no need for a soft sign to occur
anywhere but at the end of a word. So
instead of writing "uapba" we write: uaps
(of the czar).

Sometimes a soft sign occurs before a
soft vowel. This simply indicates a double
softening (i.e. soft consonant along with a
[y] sound): cuactbe [shsh'ast'yi]
"happiness.”

Stress is important in Russian, because some words can be distinguished only by stress. For
example compare nucatb "to write" with nucarb "to pee."

I have been marking stressed syllables with acute accents (i.e. &). This is customary among
Russian language learning materials, but it isn't in normal, everyday writing. So, you have to

remember the stress of every new word that you learn.

There is no way to guess stress! Stress may fall on the first, second, or third syllable!

aesBouka "girl" (first syllable)
xopouwwui "good" (second syllable)
xopouwo "good" (third syllable)

The letter & is always stressed! In normal Russian writing it is simply written as e unless it is
needed to clarify things (i.e. the difference between Bce "all" and Bcé "everything").
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» Writing irregularities

® Writing irregularities

There are a few irregularities in Russian spelling that must be
remembered!

r is pronounced as [v] in some words (ceroaHs [s'ivédn'a]
"today") and in the adjective endings -oro and -ero.

)KU, cy, 34 are pronounced as w, [shsh']: my>xunHa
[mushsh'ina] "man"; cuactbe [shsh'ast'ye] "happiness."

BCTB combinations are pronounced as [stv]: 3apaBcTBYyiATE
[zdrastvuyt'e] "hello"; uyBcTBO [chustva] "feeling.”

A isn't pronounced in cepaue "heart": [s'értsal

A isn't pronounced in conHye "sun": [sontsa]

® Spelling rules

Page 9

@ Tip
If you still don't understand aspects
of reading and speaking Russian,
please don't worry. No one expects
you to fully grasp everything by
reading one lesson. BUT, even if you
have unanswered questions,
continue reading the rest of this
lesson!

When it comes time to do the
exercises, use your scores to
determine what to study! (That
means if you don't know the answer
to a question, go back to the section
that covers it and read!)

There are three major spelling rules in Russian that you must get acquainted with.

G Write n instead of bi after r, K, X, >, u, W, w

KHUIr1 "books" (NOT KHUTbI)
pycckumii "Russian” (NOT pyccKbliiA)

@ Write e instead of unstressed o after ), u, 4, W, W

xopouero "good GENITIVE MASC adj" (NOT XxopoLuoro)
BUT: xopowo "good adverb"

9 Write a/y instead of a/to afterr, K, X, >, 1, u, W, W

a yuy "I study" (NOT yuto)
OHM yuar "they study” (NOT yusrT)
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» Summary Page 10

® Summary

Below is a summary of what you have learned. Review the
points below and make sure you know everything! :) If you Don't worry if you are still
are still learning individual letters, refer to the next section! struggling with a certain aspect! You

cannot expect to fully grasp the
1. Stress is important in Russian because some words may be | Russian alphabet by reading one

distinguished only by stress (COMPARE myka [muka] "flour" lesson! Please read this entire

WITH myka [muka] "torture"). There is no way to guess stress, | section and then continue on to the
it may occur on any syllable and shift as the word adds Cyrillic Study Guide!

endings!

Once you finish the Cyrillic Study
Guide, try out the Exercises! Then

2. Russian has two different types of consonants: hard and study, study, study!l!

soft. Soft consonants are palatalized, which means that the

middle of the tongue is raised towards the roof of the mouth.

This causes soft consonants to sound like they are closely

followed by a [y] sound. They are close to the [y] clusters in the English words pure and
beautiful (but the [y] sound is mixed, it doesn't just follow). Compare: mat "bad language, hard
[t]" with maTb "mother, soft [t]."

3. There are six consonants which are either always hard or always soft. <x w u> are always
hard, and <u w 11> are always soft. This means that soft vowels have no effect on preceding
hard-only consonants and hard vowels have no effect on preceding soft-only consonants.
Examples: wectb [shest'] "six" (pronounced without palatalization) BUT geHb [d'en'] "day".

4. Voiced consonants are devoiced at the end of a word or before voiceless consonants,
example: gpyr [druk] "friend"; ndxka [l6shka] "spoon.”. Voiceless consonants are voiced
before voiced consonants, example: npocbba [proz’ba] "request.” This does not apply to [v],
which has no effect on preceding consonants: TBow [tvoy] "your."

5. There are ten written vowels that come in two types: hard and soft. Hard vowels (a 3 bl 0 y)
come after hard consonants, while soft vowels (s e n & o) come after soft consonants.
Remember that these vowels may come after consonants that are always hard or always soft,
and they have no effect on those consonants. Soft vowels are pronounced with a [y] before
them at the beginning of a word or after a vowel: Poccisa [rassiya] "Russia”; s 3Haro [ya znayul]
"T know."

6. <é> is always stressed. In normal Russian texts, it is often simply written as <e> unless it is
needed to distinguish meaning (compare Bce with Bcé).

7. <a> and <o> merge to [a] in unstressed syllables. Examples: monok6 [malakd] "milk"; nnBo
[piva] "beer." This phonemenon is called akanye (akaHbe).
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» Summary, contd. Page 11

8. <e> and <u> merge to [i] in unstressed syllables, but remember that [i] is pronounced as [i]
after hard consonants! Examples: TenedoH [t'il'ifon] "telephone”; xxeHa [zhina] "wife." This
phonemenon is called ikanye (nkaHbe).

9. <a> is pronounced as [i] in unstressed syllables, but is pronounced as [ya] at the end of a
word. It may written as <a> after some consonants (SEE SPELLING RULES). Examples: a3bik [yizik]
"language”; pécatb [d'és'it'] "ten"; uacel [chist] "watch”; BUT Poccna [rassiya] "Russia”; nons
[pdl'a] "field GENITIVE SG."

10. The soft sign is used to mark a preceding soft consonant. It is not needed before hard
vowels, and when it occurs with a hard vowel it is deleted and the hard vowel becomes soft:
uapsb [tsar'] "czar" + a [a] "genitive ending" = uapa NOT uapba. Sometimes the soft sign
occurs before soft vowels, in which it simply marks a double softening: cuactbe [shsh'ast'yi]
"happiness.”

11. The hard sign is used to mark a preceding hard consonant. It only occurs before soft
vowels: cbecTb [syest'] "to eat, perfective" COMPARE WITH cecTb [s'est’] "to sit down, perfective."
Notice that the c in cbecTb is hard, while the c in cectb is soft.

12. <r> may be pronounced as [v] in some words, especially the adjective endings -oro and
-ero. Example: ero [yivd] "him, his"; ceroéaHsa [s'ivodn'a] "today"; xopowero [kharoshiva] "good,
MASC ACC/GEN."

13. Remember the three Russian spelling rules! 1) Write <u> instead of <bI> after <r Kk x x u

w w>, 2) Write <e> instead of unstressed <o> after <> 14 4 w w>, 3) Write <a/y> instead of
<a/to> after <r K X >k L Y w >,
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» Cyrillic Study Guide

® Cyrillic Study Guide

So you have read this entire lesson...right? Well, I hope you
have :). Now it's time to brush up on what you have learned
and get everything memorized!

Memorizing what you have learned might seem like a
daunting task, but it's really not all that hard. All you have to
do is remember 33 letters. That is nothing like the poor
Japanese learners! They have to learn dozens of kana and
THOUSANDS of kanji!! So compared to that, the Russian
alphabet is nothing! It's pie! ;)

The key to learning something new quickly is to stay
motivated and study often. You must constantly drill yourself
on your problem areas. Study the Russian alphabet and
determine your weak points. Single out the letters that are
giving you problems and study them every chance you get.

I like to divide the Russian alphabet into three groups based
on difficulty. There are the easy letters, the tricky letters, and
the hard letters. This study guide divides the Russian
alphabet into those three areas of difficulty, and helps you
brush up on them. Study this page along with the tables on
pages 17 and 18.

Page 12

@® Memorization Tips

The Russian alphabet won't just drill
itself into your memory! You must
motivate yourself to study, study,
study!

1. Read this entire lesson and
completely read the Cyrillic Study
Guide.

2. Go to page 17 and print off the
table to study.

3. Go to page 18 and print off the
blank table to test yourself.

4. Cross out letters you have
mastered, and circle those you have
trouble remembering.

5. Continue studying the letters you
have circled.

6. Repeat steps 4 and 5 until you
have mastered the alphabet!

0 The easy letters are five letters that look and sound almost exactly like their English look-

a-likes.

LETTER a K M o) T

SOUND [@alasin [k]asin [m]asin [q] asin [t] .as in
"father" "clock" "mouse" "window" "time"

MaTb K70 [kto] MbILLb OKHO Tam

EXAMPLE [mat'] . ., [mish'] = [aknd] [tam]
n mn Who n mn n . mn m n
mother mouse" | "window there
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» Cyrillic Study Guide, contd.

Page 13

9 The tricky letters are letters that look like some English letters, but represent different

sounds!
LETTER 6 B e é 3 y 7
looks like the . looks like a
. . . . . looks like a
looks like the | looks like the | looks like the | letter E with | looks like the backwards
WHY? . backwards .
number six letter B letter E two dots number 3 letter N with
letter N .
(umlaut) a mark over it
SOUND [b] asin [v] asin [ye] asin [yo] as in [z] as in [i]asin [yl asin
llbed" llvisitll Ilyesll llyoke" llzebrall llmeet" llyearll
BOT [vot] 33BTpa . - o
6ap [bar HeT [n'et Bcé [fs'o , mamn [il'i yam [cha
EXAMPLE llp [ n ] "there n [ mn ] n [ M ]ll [Zaftra] n [ll ] mn [ n y]
bar . . no everything" . or tea
is/here is tomorrow
LETTER H p C y X q
wiys  10oks like the | looks like the | looks like the looks like the ' looks like the 'g:ckiv\',;k;:
’ letter H letter P letter C letter Y letter X
letter R
[kh]
SOUND [n] asin [r] (trilled, [s] as in [u] asin (Scottish [ya] as in
"nose" rolled r) "see" "moose" English "yacht"
loch)
Poccus ceMb MY xopouwo A610KO
HOC [noS] . S . 4
EXAMPLE "nose” [rass'iya] [s'em’] [mush]  [kharasho] [yablaka]
"Russia" "seven" | "husband"  "good" "apple"

The hard letters are continued on the next page...
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» Cyrillic Study Guide, contd. Page 14
9 The hard letters are letters that do not look familiar at all!
LETTER r 1 K N n
HELP think of Greek think of the  just remember it think of Greek think of the
gamma word pa "yes"  sticks out like a lambda word xun-xon
sore thumb! "hip-hop"!
[zh]!
SOUND ' [g] as in "game" [d] as in "dog" [zh] as in [I] as in "lock" | [p] as in "paper"
"pleasure”
EXAMPLE rop [got] "year" — meHb [d'en'] XU3Hb [zhizn'] nyk [luk] nTiya [ptitsal
"day" "life" "onion" "bird"
LETTER b L y " m
HELP think of Greek remember yapb remember waih  remember the = just remember
phi, or [tsar] "czar; [chay] "tea"! word it's a longer, soft
remember ¢pnar tsar"! LWammnaHckoe w
"flag” [shampanskoyi]
"champagne”
SOUND ' [f] asin "flag" | [ts] as in "cats" [ch] as in [sh] as in "ship" [shsh'] (longer,
"church” soft version of
[sh])
EXAMPLE nar [flak] UBeTOK [tsv'itok] YEPHbIN wecTb [shest'] w1 [shsh'i]
"flag" "flower" [chorniy] "black” "six" "cabbage soup"
LETTER B bl b 3 0
HELP try to associate  rememober it remember to think of it associate this
the tail on the = contains a little keep this simply as a letter with the
top of this letter ¢ the only letter separate from backwards <e>! word you!
with hardness that does! the hard sign!
SOUND the hard sign  [i] (close to the the soft sign [e] as in "bed" | [yu] as in "you"
[i] in "hit")
EXAMPLE ' cbecTb [syest'] = mbl [mi] "we" MaTb [mat'] 370 [éta] FOKHbI
"to eat, "mother" "this/that/it is" [juzhniy]
PERFECTIVE" "southern”

There you have it. Remember the memorization tips and remember the tables on pages 17

and 18.
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» Exercises Page 15

® Exercises (answers on next page)

The tricky letters
1. B is pronounced as ___.

[b] V] [P

2.) is pronounced as ___.
(z] [sh] [zh]

3. mis pronounced as :

[n] [i] [yl

4. pis pronounced as ___.

[P [b] [r]

5. ¢ is pronounced as .

[k] [s] [sh]

Pronunciation Practice
Speak the following words.

6. XXNTb

7. MONIOKO
8. maTtb

9. kTO

10. wecTb
11. pBa

12. Bcé

13. péBouka
14. a3bIK
15. pycckuia

Spelling mistakes
Identify and correct the mistakes (if any) in the words below.

16. ManbuuKsbl
17. 60nbLLON
18. 1 morto

19. xopOLwbin
20. oHW AblWAT
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» Exercise Answers

® Answers

1. B is pronounced as [v].
2. is pronounced as [zh].
3. mis pronounced as [i].
4. p is pronounced as [r].
5. ¢ is pronounced as [s].
6. [zhit']

7. [malakd]

8. [mat']

9. [kto]

15. [russk'iy]
16. manbunkm
17. no mistakes
18. a mory

19. xopowmuu
20. oHu aplwart
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» Study Table Page 17
[a] as in "father" [b] as in "big" [v] as in "visit" [g] as in "game" | [d] as in "dog"

Ee

Eé

K

33

n

[ye] as in "yes" | [yo] as in "yoke" "[;Ihe]azzrlg" [z] as in "zebra" | [i] as in "meet"
A~ 4
Mn Kk l1n Mm HH
[y] as in "yoga" [k] as in "cat" ] as in "lock" [m] asin "mom" [n] as in "nose"

Oo

[0] as in "rope"

nn

[p] as in "pear"

Pp

[r] trilled (rolled) r

Cc

] as in "sand"

TT

[t] as in "time"

Yy

[u] as in "moose"

®¢

[f] as in "flag"

XX

[kh] as in Scottish
English "loch”

U.U.

[ts] as in "cats"

Uy

[ch] asin
"church"

LL

[sh] as in "ship"

LLA ey,

[shsh'] longer,
palatalized
version of [sh]

b

hard sign

bl

[#] close to the [i]
in "hit"

b

soft sign

93

[e] as in "bed"

oo

[yu] as in "you"

Asa

[ya] as in "yacht"
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AA

Eé

33

KKk

Mm

HH

Nnn

Cc

TT

P¢

L,

Uy

LLL ey,

bl

oo




» Handwriting Page 19

® Handwriting

Russians have their own handwritten form of writing, just like English speakers! But in Russia,
handwriting is more common that printing (which seems to be the opposite here in modern
America). This means that it is essential to learn how to write in Russian, because you will use
it if you ever plan on using the Russian that you learn! :) Be warned, many Russian letters look
different in their handwritten forms, so handwriting isn't something that will be learned
overnight!

Ao Aa

7 -The lowercase handwritten <6> looks kind of like a lowercase
b ()f 5 6 English <d>. It does not connect with other letters!

O/W 60puy, "borsch”

-This letter is easy because it is almost exactly like the English

5/5 B B handwritten <Bb>.
gOé BC€ "everything"

\7— -This letter is fairly simple. It looks like this in its Italic form: 2.
e T

de rae "where"

-This letter looks like two English handwritten forms! The

ﬂ‘g Iﬂllul capital form <[> is written like English <D> and the lowercase

form <a> is written like an English <g>. Most fonts have an
old-fashioned Italic form that mirrors the English <d>: 0.

Ce Ee
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» Handwriting, contd. Page 20
c¢ Eeé

-This letter can be tricky to write. It is written in one simple

%\WC >I<>K stroke, but has three steps:

dC I T

-This letter is fairly simple, because it looks like the handwritten

32 33 lowercase English <z>.

-This letter looks like English <u>, so it's pretty easy. Its Italic

Z/“ I/I |/| form also looks like a <u>: u.
%gﬂ( nau! "go!”

-The initial tail on the beginning of this letter is essential so it

%‘/ﬂ j-l j'l isn't confused with other letters!

UAL nav "or"

-The initial tail on the beginning of this letter is essential. You

\/jz A M M must also make sure it cannot be confused with handwritten

<T> (continue reading).

AMAAMA  mama "mom”
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» Handwriting, contd. Page 21

A 4 HH

-If this letter comes before <n> or <m>, do not join them

00 OO together:
gﬁb{zﬁ AomMm "house"

-This letter looks like a lowercase <n> in its handwritten and

ﬁﬂ I_I I_I Italic forms: n.

T -Note that this letter is very different from its print form. It

\//Z m TT looks like a lowercase English <m> in its Italic and handwritten
forms: m. Some Russians "cross their 7's" by adding a line over
this letter, however they are a minority. Another small minority
simply writes a cursive <1> that mimics the printed form.

SUNO KTO "who"
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» Handwriting, contd. Page 22

A x XX

-You must make sure that this letter's small tail is much shorter

Z; {,g LII LII than that of a handwritten <y> (to avoid confusion).
W/ﬁ uapb “czar"

-You must make sure that this letter is not confused with a

% 7 l"I Y handwritten <r>.

w

LU vaih "tea"

-Many Russians put a bar below this letter to make it clearly

ZAZM I I I LU distinct from a lowercase <u> (u).
3 xopouwo "good"

-You must make sure that this letter has a small tail, just like

% w |_|_|I|_|_|I <up.

W wm "cabbage soup”

-This letter never comes at the beginning of a word, so it has
o b no capital form.

-This letter never comes at the beginning of a word, so it has

ol bl no capital form. You must make sure you write this letter in one
stroke.

COHUH CblH "son"
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» Handwriting, contd. Page 23

-This letter never comes at the beginning of a word, so it has
6 b no capital form. You must make sure this letter is half the
height of handwritten <B>, to avoid confusion.

-Just like <n> and <m>, this letter must always have an inital

\gﬁ ﬂﬂ tail.
W 3emna "earth"



