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top 10 fairy tales
1. Goldilocks… Because not all heroes should be goody goodies and Goldilocks is  

a great starting point for talking about curiosity, boundaries and saying sorry.

2. Cinderella… Because everyone loves a rag-to-riches story – and, deep down, we all  

want to believe that dreams can come true. 

3. Hansel and Gretel… Because two siblings show that children can be clever and 

powerful too. And let’s not forget the ultimate sweet-toothed fantasy – the gingerbread house!

4. Jack and the Beanstalk… Because stories where the protagonist takes huge  

risks, has amazing adventures and defeats the bad guys are the ultimate form of escapism.

5. Jack the Giant Killer… Because this Jack is even braver than Jack and the Beanstalk  

and he wears an invisible cloak, wields a magical sword and sports super-speedy shoes!

6. Three Little Pigs… Because it shows that quick wit and practicality can save the day –  

and the bad guy meets a well-deserved sticky end. Kids love stories with repetition too.

7. The Three Billy Goats Gruff… Because it champions adventure, intelligence and  

courage. But ultimately, it says if you want something badly, don’t let anything get in your way.

8. Little Red Hen… Because it demonstrates the value of prospering from your own hard  

work, and it shows that, in the real world, you don’t get something for nothing.

9. The Emperor’s New Clothes… Because it’s not only funny, it also pokes fun at how  

absurd power can be – especially those who willingly kowtow to it.

10. The Gingerbread Man… Because, like in real life, the unexpected happens. Did he  

deserve to get eaten? Were you cheering him on? It provokes some interesting discussions.
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The Fox, the Wolf 

and the Sea

T
he fox was lucky enough to live in a cosy den just behind  

a sand dune rig
ht by the sea. Every day, she fell asleep  

listening to the gentle lapping of th
e waves against th

e shore.

It w
ould have been a peaceful, happy life

 if it
 weren’t fo

r the mean old wolf th
at 

lived in the forest. Every tim
e the fox trie

d to hunt for food there, the old wolf 

chased her off, s
natching her dinner away and snapping at her tail. T

he wolf 

scared all th
e animals of the forest lik

e this.
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Famous Fables
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A week later, the little suit was ready. 

It was elegant and red and came with 

a neat dickie bow and even a bag.

Before they went to bed, the husband 

and wife left the suit out, along with a 

thank you card for the brownie. 

When the wee brownie came out from 

his hiding place and found it, he was 

so overjoyed, he put it on right away. 

Then he clicked his heels in delight 

and left their house never to return. 

“At last!” he said, “I’m smart enough  

to go out in the world. Now I can go 

on an adventure.”

From that day on, the lazy servant 

had to do all the cleaning – and it 

served him right! 

44

17

This rhyme comes from Lewis 

Carroll’s Through the Looking 

Glass. Can you complete this 

extra verse?

Tweedledum and Tweedledee 

Agreed to jump around...  

WRITE IT!

The Seaside 
Scallywag

Sidney the seagull had an enormous appetite and a stomach to 

match. Whenever he felt peckish, he would swoop down from  

the roof of Mr Chips’ shop and steal his tasty seaside treats.

      ‘O’Connor was standing beneath

The fishermen on the harbour feared Sidney’s daily raid of their market stalls, 

which brimmed with the juicy cockles, winkles, clams and mussels they hauled  

in from the sea each morning. 

But Sidney’s favourite was fish and chips, especially when they were smeared 

with ketchup and a dash of vinegar, and followed by scrumptious ice cream for 

dessert. Not happy with rooting around the bins for leftovers, sometimes Sidney   

       would even pilfer fresh fillets and creamy cones from right under  

     the noses of unsuspecting holidaymakers. 

Sidney was fat and lazy. He was the bully of the beach – the 

terror of the seaside! But beneath his stout body, beady eyes  

     and sharp beak, Sidney was sad because he felt lonely. 

     The other seagulls avoided him, embarrassed because   

            he gave them such a bad name. His greedy  

    habits meant they were hated  

 by the fishermen and shooed  

away by anxious parents,  

protecting their children. 
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11. The Tortoise and the Hare... Because in our fast-paced world, it’s healthy to be 

reminded that slow and steady (and being more mindful of your goals) can win the race.

12. The Lion and the Mouse… Because it empowers children and tells them that no  

matter how small they are, their voice matters and their contribution can make a difference.

13. The Dog and His Bone… Because it’s an amusing reminder to be happy with what  

you have and thankful for what you’ve got. 

14. The Four Harmonious Animals... Because it shows that by working together  

in a team, you can enjoy the fruits of your labour. 

15. The Wind and the Sun… Because it proves that you can get what you want through 

gentleness and kindness rather than brute force. 

16. The Boy Who Cried Wolf… Because it’s a lesson in the importance of being truthful  

and it shows how you can lose the trust of others by being dishonest. 

17. The Blind Friends and the Elephant… Because it’s the perfect story to kick-start 

conservations about seeing the world from the perspective of other people. 

18. The Crow and the Pitcher… Because it shows you that by thinking creatively and  

not giving up, you can come up with the solution to any problem. 

19. The Goat and the Fox… Because this fable inspired the phrase ‘look before you leap’  

and it reveals what can happen if you don’t think before you act. 

20. Little Mouse Makes Friends… Because it teaches children one of the most  

important lessons of all – to never judge people by their appearances.

Feeling the pleasant warmth of the sun on his back, the 

boy unzipped his coat. The Sun shone a little brighter still, 

and the boy felt so warm and happy that he took off his 

coat, placed it on the grass and lay down beside it.

“Okay, you win!” huffed the Wind. “But how did you do it?”

The Sun smiled brightly and said, “It’s better to be kind  

and gentle than to be a bully!”

Look at the previous 

page for 10 seconds, then 

close the magazine and 

jot down as many of the 

items that were flying 

in the wind as you can 

remember. Score a point 

for each one – there are 

26 items to spot in total!

Memory Test!
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top 10 fables

Everyone in the clearing was quiet, 
until a little voice piped up: “I accept 
your challenge.” It was Tortoise.“Ha!” snorted Hare. “That’s a good 

joke! Why, I could dance around you 
the whole way and I’d win the race!  
I could hop backwards on one leg 
and you’d still lose! There is no 
animal in the forest slower than  
you, dear Tortoise!” Hare slapped  
his thigh and chortled to himself.“Well, why not save your boasting 

until you’ve won?” said Tortoise. 
“Would you like to race me or not?” 
Hare looked at Tortoise in disbelief  
– he was being quite serious! 

“Well,” thought Hare, “why not make 
the slowcoach look a fool? At least  
I can show everyone how very fast 
and skilful I am!”

Hare agreed to race with Tortoise.  
The pair decided that Fox would set 
the course and start the race, and 
Hedgehog would wait at the finish  
line to declare the winner. 

On the day of the race, Hare and 
Tortoise both stood at the starting  
line. All the forest animals gathered  
to watch. They wondered whether 
Tortoise might have a special trick  
to help him win the race. 

When Fox signalled the start of the 
race, Hare bounded away as fast  
as he could, which was very fast 
indeed. He hadn’t gone far, when he 
realised that Tortoise was nowhere  
to be seen. He looked back to find 
Tortoise trundling along at his usual 
leisurely pace.

“Why, this is no race at all!” thought 
Hare. “Look at him plodding along  
like that. I’ll show him how it’s done!”So Hare went even faster – faster 

than he had ever raced before. He 
was so speedy, in fact, that when  
 

he reached the halfway point in the 
course, on the other side of the hill,  
he felt quite out of breath.

“Hmm, why don’t I have a little rest?” 
Hare thought. “After all, Tortoise is 
probably still near the starting line!  
Ha! I’m so fast, I could have a quick 
nap and still win the race!” So Hare 
found a nice, tufty patch of grass, 
curled up and went to sleep.Tortoise, meanwhile, carried on 

plodding along, slow and steady,  
with a knowing little smile on his face.  
He didn’t stop for a break even once. 
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Famous Fables

Little Mouse
Makes Friends
It was time for Little Mouse to take his first trip out into the world 

and he was excited, but a bit nervous too.

“Don’t stay out too long,” said Mr and Mrs Mouse, fussing over him. “Be quick and 

be careful – and be cautious about who you talk to.”

Little Mouse nodded and peeped out of the hole. The farm looked big and scary, 

but it was time to be brave.

“Bye, Mummy! Bye, Daddy!” he squeaked. He scampered out of the hole and 

didn’t look back. Mr and Mrs Mouse scurried up and down waiting for him, their 

whiskers twitching trying to sense trouble.
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Before Hercules arrived at the king’s 

palace, Hera visited Eurystheus and 

secretly devised some terrible tasks 

for the demigod to complete. She 

called the tasks the ‘Twelve Labours’ 

and was certain that they would 

finish off Hercules for good. 

The first labour was to slay a lion  

that had been terrorising the hills of 

Nemea for some time. This wasn’t 

just any lion – the Nemean lion had  

a golden coat as hard as armour and 

claws so sharp they could slice 

through the toughest shield. 

 

 

This fearsome lion was well known 

for preying on families. Many had 

tried to kill the lion before and none 

had succeeded. It was thought to be 

an impossible task.

When Hercules arrived at court, King 

Eurystheus snarled, “Bring me the 

skin of the Nemean lion, or there will 

be consequences...”

 

 

 

 

 

 

Armed with his bow, arrows and a 

club, Hercules set off for Nemea. 

For several days and nights, he 

followed the deadly beast’s tracks 

through the trees. Hercules hardly 

dared go to sleep, for fear that the 

lion would attack him. 

At last, one evening, he caught sight 

of the lion deep in the forest. He let 

his arrows fly, but was shocked to see 

them bounce off the lion’s tough coat 

without even making a mark. The lion 

roared with anger and thrashed about, 

looking for its attacker, but Hercules 

stayed well out of sight. 

When the lion finally skulked away, 

Hercules stealthily tracked it until he 

saw it withdraw into a cave. Hercules 

checked around the cave and found  

a second entrance. Using his great 

strength, he rolled a gigantic boulder 

across the opening to trap the lion 

inside, then he bravely entered the 

dark lair armed with his courage and  

with his weapons at the ready.

Hercules crept into the depths of the 

cave and tiptoed right up to the mighty 

lion, then bashed it over the head with 

his club. The lion was stunned, but not 

knocked out, and it leapt to its feet,  

     let out a thunderous roar and  

         pounced at Hercules.

Think About It!
The reason so many heroes failed to slay the Nemean lion 

was that it couldn’t be killed by the weapon of a mortal – it 

had to belong to a demigod, like Hercules, or a god. Can 

you think of three things as tough as the Nemean lion?
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21. The Midas Touch… Because money isn’t everything and greed can have truly  

dreadful consequences – and the sooner we all learn that the better.  

22. Hercules and the Lion… Because Hercules, the ultimate Greek hero, is forced to 

complete 12 terrible tasks because his stepmother doesn’t like him. A fairy tale in myth form.

23. Pegasus the Winged Horse… Because everyone loves a flying horse and  

this one helps the hero Bellerophon vanquish a fire-breathing monster.

24. Thor’s Stolen Hammer… Because it’s funny! The Norse god has to dress up  

as a bride in order to retrieve his prized hammer from a giant enemy.

25. Finn MacCool… Because it neatly explains the presence of the Giant’s Causeway  

in Northern Ireland, and the real hero is not the Irish giant, but his clever wife.

26. The Sword in the Stone… Because it’s the ultimate Arthurian legend. Who 

doesn’t wish they could pull a magic sword from a stone and hang out with a wizard?

27. Robin Hood and the Silver Arrow… Because we need more folk heroes  

who give to the poor and outsmart those who are nasty and selfish.

28. Cupid and Psyche… Because without this myth Beauty and the Beast wouldn’t  

exist, and it shows that love can find a way against all odds.

29. White Buffalo Calf Woman… Because myths don’t just come from Ancient Greece.  

This one explains how a magical woman and a peace pipe saved Native Americans from starvation.

30. Ganesha the Elephant God... Because who can resist a myth starring an elephant-

headed god riding on the back of a mouse in the race of a lifetime?

top 10 myths and legends
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tribes, young and old, how to hold  

the pipe and how to look after it. She 

taught them how to use it in weddings 

and funerals, and she taught them 

how to pray for peace with it.

When she had shared all she could, 

she said, “I will return one day, when 

you need me. Look out for me.”

As she walked away from the camp, 

she rolled over, taking on the form of  

a white buffalo calf, and then she 

disappeared over the horizon. 

That very same day, herds of wild 

buffalo returned to the plains – and 

the Lakota people of North America 

never went hungry again. 
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31. Lazy Jack… Because this classic fool story hammers home the importance of  

using your common sense – something not always taught at school.

32. Stone Soup… Because there are versions of this story all over the world with  

the same message – it feels good to come together as a community.

33. Wish Fish… Because this story teaches you to be careful what you wish for and  

to appreciate any wish that comes true.

34. The Clever Carpenter… Because it helps you to understand why building 

bridges between yourself and others is better than tearing them down.

35. The Three Wishes… Because, aside from featuring fairies and sausages, it  

will make you laugh out loud – and any story that does that is a good thing.

36. Elidor and the Golden Ball… Because you’ll be transported to Fairyland  

and discover that magic really does exist, but always at a price.

37. Half a Blanket… Because it’s a truly touching tale about loving and respecting  

the older generations of your family, no matter how busy life gets.

38. The Farmer and the Boggart… Because it’s funny to see how a clever farmer  

outwits the bad-tempered magical creature that’s trying to steal his crops.

39. Jack and the Leprechaun... Because it’s also good to see the tables turned  

when a cheeky farmer tries to trick a leprechaun into parting with his gold.

40. The Green Children of Woolpit… Because it’s said to be a true story, and the  

mystery of the green children were has never been solved. Perhaps you can solve it. 

top 10 folk tales

20

Everyone longed to taste the stone soup and, when it was ready, they all sat down on the village green to try it. After they had taken their first mouthfuls, everyone agreed that stone soup was indeed the greatest soup they had ever tasted and they all thanked the traveller for his kindness in sharing it with them. The baker even showed his gratitude by offering the traveller a bed for the night.
When their bellies were full, the traveller scooped the stone out of the cauldron and put it back in his pocket, then he smiled to himself – for it wasn’t the stone that had made the soup great, it was the fact that everyone had worked together. 

DID YOU KNOW?
This story is over 300 years old and there are different versions  of it all over the world. In some countries, the story is called Nail Soup or Axe Soup – but all the different versions agree that you don’t need a stone, nail or  axe to make it!

The Green Children 
of Woolpit

Long ago, in a strange and distant place, a little girl and a little 

boy were looking after their father’s herd of cattle.

It was a summer’s day like any other – the clouds were purple and the moon  

was hanging heavy in the sky. The little girl was entertaining herself with a  

song and the boy was sitting back, chewing on a bright green stalk of grass.

      ‘O’Connor was standing beneath

Suddenly, one of the cows broke 

loose and ran towards the mountain. 

The children didn’t want to get in 

trouble with their father, so they ran 

after the cow, shouting her name.

“Ysiad! Ysiad!” they called, but the 

cow mooed loudly and disappeared 

into a rocky cave. It looked dark and 

scary in there, and it made the children 

nervous, so they clung tightly to each 

other and shouted after the cow again.

As they ventured further into the cave, 

their eyes got used to the darkness, 

and they could see that the walls 

were sparkling with vivid green and 

purple crystals. The sight was so 

enchanting, they quite forgot their 

fears and ran in to investigate. 

As they went deeper, they could no 

longer hear their cow, but they could 

hear gently tinkling bells. The sound 

was so delightful, they couldn’t help 

but follow it, and they were soon in the 

dark depths of the cave. Eventually, 

the tinkling became a loud jingle and, 

before they knew it, the children had 

walked out through a cave opening 

and found themselves in a deep pit. 

7

Storyteller’s Corner

Elidor and the Golden BallI n the green mountains of Wales, there once lived a young lad 

called Elidor. His parents wanted him to have an important job 

when he grew up, but Elidor had other ideas. He preferred to play.

      ‘O’Connor was standing beneath

Elidor ran and ran, and the further he was from school, the happier he felt. “If I 

run away,” he thought, “I’ll never have to go to school again!” 
That night, as the sun began to set, though he missed his mum and dad, he crept 

into a big hollow in a tree and fell asleep. But in the middle of the night, he was 

woken by his tummy moaning and groaning with hunger.
As he stepped out of the hollow to look for some berries to eat, he spotted some 

strange lights flickering in the trees. All of a sudden, he forgot his hunger and 

walked towards them. When he parted the branches, he was astonished to find 

two little fairies carrying tiny lanterns.“Ah, Elidor!” they cried. “We were looking for you! Come with us, friend, and you 

shall have a feast!”
Elidor rubbed his eyes in disbelief – the fairies were real! His tummy was 

grumbling so loudly, he followed the fairies into the mouth of a deep cavern. 

“Follow us, Elidor!” said the fairies. “You’ll find fun and games as well as food.” 

All day long, his teacher’s words went in one ear and straight out of the other, as 

Elidor dreamt of running around outside. Before long, his teacher lost patience 

with him and started to scold him. School became so joyless that Elidor dreaded 

going there and, one day, after his tenth telling-off, he got up, ran out of the 

school gates, across the town and into the forest.

34
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Storyteller’s Corner
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41. Anansi and the Turtle… Because Anansi the spider is one of Africa’s greatest  

story heroes and the kind of trickster you can’t help liking. 

42. The Rainbow Snake… Because stories that explain how the earth came to be  

are fascinating and this one tells how Australia was formed with the help of laughing frogs.

43. The Mouse Merchant… Because with hard work and ingenuity you can rise  

from the humblest of beginnings, according to this inspiring tale from India.

44. The Polar Bear Son… Because it shows that nothing can come between the  

love of a parent and their child, even if that child is a polar bear! A touching Inuit tale.

45. Wolf Lullaby… Because the clever girl in this story outwits the big bad wolf  

without a single woodcutter to come to her aid. A cracking Caribbean story.

46. The Four Dragons… Because you can’t beat a Chinese dragon story, especially  

as the dragons are the good guys and save everyone in China.

47. Nana Miriam and the Hippo… Because it’s the only story we know which  

sees a powerful female shaman throw a demon hippo into space! It comes from Nigeria.

48. The Bear and the Trolls... Because Norway has the best stories about trolls,  

and this one sees them fooled by their own greed and stupidity.

49. Zuleika’s Gift… Because it gives a fascinating insight into the nomadic life of Arabs  

and reveals how the date palm tree came to grow in the desert.

50. The Flower and the Hummingbird… Because it’s a love story that explains  

the origin of the marigold and why it’s Mexico’s Day of the Dead flower. 

top 10 around the world tales

The Mouse 
Merchant

In a small Indian town, there a lived a boy and his poor widowed 

mother. Though they hadn’t a penny to their name, the boy’s 

mother had done her best to give her son a good education.  

On the boy’s thirteenth birthday, his mother said, “Son, when your father was 

alive he was a merchant and it is time for you to follow in his trade. There is a 

rich merchant called Visakhila who lives in the next town. He is known to lend 

money to poor men who want to make better lives for themselves. Please go 

to him and ask for a loan to get you started.”

Around the World Tales
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Anansi  the Spider              A nansi the spider’s mouth was watering. He had picked some 

fat, juicy yams from his garden and they were baking slowly 

on the fire. Oh, they smelt so good!He was just setting the table when he spied his friend Turtle through the window. 

He was climbing up the steep hill towards Anansi’s house. “Oh no!” thought 

Anansi. “I wanted these delicious yams all to myself. I don’t want to share!” 

Then he quickly closed the curtains to make it look as if nobody was home.

7

But just as Anansi sat down to eat, 
there was a slow knock on his door.  

It was Turtle, and he looked very  
tired and hungry.

“Anansi, I have travelled all day and 
my feet are sore and aching. Please 
will you share some of your delicious-

smelling yams with me?”Now, where Anansi lived, it was 
customary to share your meal with  
a guest, however unexpected they 
were, so Anansi couldn’t say no. “Of course! Please take a seat, Turtle,” 

said Anansi, and he laid the table,  
all the time trying to work out how  
to get rid of his unwanted guest.Just as Turtle was reaching for a fat, 

juicy yam, Anansi cried, “Goodness 
me, Turtle! Look at you! We don’t eat 
with dirty hands in my house – please 

go and wash them in the river!”Turtle’s hands were indeed quite dirty, 

as he’d been walking all day, so he 
left the table and ambled down to  
the river to get himself clean.By the time he got back, Anansi had 

scoffed one of the yams already. “I 
thought I should start before they get 

too cold,” Anansi said slyly.

Turtle reached for a yam again,  
but Anansi wailed, “Turtle! Your hands 

are still so dirty! Please, you must 
wash them properly!”

Of course, Turtle’s hands had got  
dirty walking back from the river, so 
this time he washed very thoroughly 
and crawled back over the grass to 
avoid getting dusty again.But while he was gone, greedy Anansi 

gobbled up the yams as quickly  
as he could. When Turtle got back  
to Anansi’s house, he stood in the 
doorway and sighed a hungry sigh. 
Poor Turtle hadn’t even got a mouthful! 

“Well, thank you for letting me be  
your guest, Anansi. Please let me 
return the favour one day. You must 
come to my house for dinner soon.” Turtle trundled away and Anansi 

slapped his full belly and thought, 
“What a good trick that was!” 

Around the World Tales
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FAIRY TALES

1.  Goldilocks

2. Cinderella

3. Hansel and Gretel

4. Jack and the Beanstalk

5. Jack the Giant Killer

6. Three Little Pigs

7. The Three Billy Goats Gruff

8. Little Red Hen

9. The Emperor’s New Clothes

10. The Gingerbread Man

FABLES

11. The Tortoise and the Hare

12. The Lion and the Mouse

13. The Dog and His Bone

14. The Four Harmonious Animals

15. The Wind and the Sun 

16. The Boy Who Cried Wolf

17. The Blind Friends and the Elephant

18. The Crow and the Pitcher

19. The Goat and the Fox

20. Little Mouse Makes Friends 

MYTHS AND LEGENDS

21. The Midas Touch

22. Hercules and the Lion

23. Pegasus the Winged Horse

24. Thor’s Stolen Hammer

25. Finn MacCool

26. The Sword in the Stone

27. Robin Hood and the Silver Arrow

28. Cupid and Psyche

29. White Buffalo Calf Woman

30. Ganesha the Elephant God

FOLK TALES

31. Lazy Jack

32. Stone Soup 

33. Wish Fish

34. The Clever Carpenter

35. The Three Wishes

36. Elidor and the Golden Ball

37. Half a Blanket

38. The Farmer and the Boggart

39. Jack and the Leprechaun

40. The Green Children of Woolpit

AROUND THE WORLD TALES
41. Anansi and the Turtle

42. The Rainbow Snake

43. The Mouse Merchant

44. The Polar Bear Son

45. Wolf Lullaby

46. The Four Dragons

47. Nana Miriam and the Hippo

48. The Bear and the Trolls 

49. Zuleika’s Gift 

50. The Flower and the Hummingbird

50 stories to read before you’re 10: our at a glance guide

You can read all of these 

stories in Storytime!
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All 50 stories have been featured in the first 50 issues of Storytime. To find out which issues, visit:  
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PUMPKIN PARTY!  
At Cinderella’s palace

50-WORD  

STORY  

COMPETITION! 

Rama and Sita

E    verything was good in the kingdom of Ayodhya. Kind-hearted 

Prince Rama had married a beautiful princess called Sita and  

he was about to be crowned king.

However, Rama’s stepmother was jealous. She wanted her son, Bharat, to rule, so 

she persuaded the king to banish Rama to the forest for fourteen years, allowing 

Bharat to rule first. Rama’s wife Sita and his brother Lakshmana decided to join him.

“We would rather live in the wilderness than stay with your stepmother,” they said. 

So Rama, Sita and Lakshmana lived together in the forest. For a while, they were 

happy until, one day, they were attacked by demons. Rama and Lakshmana easily 

defeated them but, when the demon king Ravana found out, he decided to 

take revenge. He set out to kidnap Sita  

and make her his wife. 

33

Myths and Legends

The Pied Piper  of HamelinO nce upon a time, the small town of Hamelin in Germany was 

overrun with rats. They ate the cheese out of the vats and made 

their nests in people’s hats. Rats, rats, rats! 

Then, one day, a tall stranger arrived 

at the Mayor’s office. He was dressed 

in colourful clothing – half red and 
half yellow – and he carried a pipe.He bowed before the Mayor. “Sir, I 

hear your good town is troubled by a 

plague of rats. Well, this is your lucky 

day. They call me the Pied Piper and, 

with my magic pipe, I can lure away 
any creatures under the sun, whether 

they creep, skip, fly or run!”The Mayor was delighted to have a 
solution at last. “What do you want in 

return for ridding us of our rats?” “A thousand gold coins,” said the piper.The Mayor was greedy and liked to 
live in luxury, so this felt like a great 
deal of money to him. 

“Do you promise you’ll  get rid of every last rat?” “Every single one,” said the piper.“It’s a deal!” said the Mayor. “Can  
you start right away?”The Pied Piper stepped onto the 

street and began to play a shrill  
and piercing tune. With every note, 
however, the Mayor was amazed to 
see hundreds of rats scuttle out of 
their holes, squeeze under doorways 

and scamper across cobbles towards 

the piper. There were big rats and 
small rats, brown rats and black  
rats – all scrambling to reach him. The Pied Piper continued to play his unusual music. 

Favourite Fairy Tales
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They were everywhere, squeaking, scurrying and scaring the cats. The people 

tried poison and traps, but they didn’t work. They hired every ratcatcher in   

  the land, but they all failed. They despaired and the Mayor pulled his hair. 

He had run out of ideas for how to end their rat invasion.
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Storytime TM

50-Word Story Competition!

To celebrate 50 issues of Storytime, we’re 

launching an exciting new competition.  

Write a brilliant 50-word story about any 

subject you like and we’ll pick the best one 

and publish it in Storytime! Not only that, 

you’ll win all 50 issues of Storytime – every 

single magazine we’ve ever published!

my 50-Word Story!

• Entrants must be aged 3 to 9.

• Your story must be no longer than  
50 words.

• Your story must be original and must 
not have been published before.

• To enter, photocopy or cut out the 
form on the right or download it from: 
storytimemagazine.com/50wordstory
• You can email your entry form to 
editor@storytimemagazine.com  
or post it to: The Editor, Storytime 
Magazine, Studio 2B18, Southbank 
Technopark, London, SE1 6LN.
• Closing date: 30 November 2018.

 Try to give your story a beginning, a 

middle and an end.

 Go straight into the action. 

 End with suspense or a surprising twist. 

These work well with very short stories. 

 You can make us laugh, but remember – 

you’re telling a story, not just a joke!

 For more top tips, download our 50-Word  

Story Pack: storytimemagazine.com/free

• Your 50-word story 

published in Storytime!

• A complete mega-bundle 

of Storytime issues 1 to 50!

• A super certificate of 

awesomeness!

WIN! WIN! win!

The rules*top tips for success

*For the rules in full, visit our website: 
storytimemagazine.com/50wordstory

story title:                                                                               
Name:                                                                                             
Age:                                                                                             
Address:                                                                                      
Parent’s Email*:                                                                          

*Optional, but it means we can contact you more easily if your child wins.

                                                                                         
                                                                             

                                                                                         
                                                                           

                                                                                         
                                                                           

                                                                                         
                                                                           

                                                                                         
                                                                           

                                                                                         
                                                                           

                                                                                         
                                                                           

                                                                                         
                                                                           

                                                                                         
                                                                           

                                                                                         
                                                                           

                                                                                         
                                                                           

                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                              
                                                                                                     

say  
something?

ALPHABET BOO!  
A trick or treat A to Z 

Rama and Sita, Team Small and Tall, 
The Pied Piper AND Battling Beasts 

THE SORCERER’S APPRENTICE

Coming  in issue  51 

WIN 

A COMPLETE SET OF  

STORYTIME ISSUES! ime
5OTH ISSUE!

 

I In Papua New Guinea, the ancestors have passed down stories 

from generation to generation to explain how everything came 

to be – even the morning dew. 

Around the World Tales

Far back in time, before people walked the Earth, the voice of nature was loud. 

Not just animals, but the most unexpected things could speak to each other. 

Mountains could talk to the sea, the sun could talk to the flowers and the stars 

could talk to the sand. 
The stars and the sand were probably the loudest of all, as there were  

so many of them. If you imagine every star hanging in the sky chatting 

away with every grain of sand on every beach, that’s a lot of noise.

The Tears of a Star
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SEE INSIDE!

Celebrating  50 issues!


