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declining age for publication by our institution. 
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KHODA Y KRISHNASA, 
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PREFATORY REMARKS 

This booklet is intended for readers who have 
already gone through SaJ"kam's Sutra·Bhashya, either 
in the original Sanskrit as taught by our Pundits, or 
with the help of some English translation under the 
guidance of some College Profe~.sor in one of our 
Universities. 

Critical students who earnestly desire to ascertain 
the exact tenor of the Vedantic System as brought out 
by that world-famous teacher, are usually bewildered 
by the conflicting presentations of the drift of the 
system as found in the various sub commentaries 
and the V;/arying estimates of the system found in 
the writings of modem oriental scholars who have 
attempted to summarize the teaching of Vedanta. 
Beginners find little or no solace in the judgment of 
either learned Vidwans or Professors. The former think 
that the followers of different Vyakhyana Systems have 
given different expositions of Vedanta only because 
they judge the Truth from different angJes of vision; 
and this in no way affects Reality, since after all, the 
various modes of treatment are only in the Vyavahal'ic 
(empirical) field! Most of the Oriental scholars, on 
their part, are inclined to think that the ancient 
Vedanta before S'ankara and Gaudapada, laid more 
emphasis on Upasana, and did not stress the unreality 
of phenomena. The general prevailing view about 
s'aiikara, is that he (and Gaudapada) probably ushered 
in a rzvolution in Advaita and that his system is 
very much influenced by Buddhism! 
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In oruer to counteract misinterpretations and sur­
mises such as th'tse, I brought out so long ago as 1953 
my first Sanskrit commentary on the Adhyasa Bhashya, 
and subsequentJy followed it up with a work called the 
Sutr'2~BhashyiHtJw. Tatlua- Vivecham in three parts (1964, 
1965 and 1970) explaining the pm'port of the first 
four aphorisms I}f Badaraya~a. In these works, I have 
attempted to show how some of the new doctrines 
in the subcommentaries and later Vedantic Bhashyas, 
an~ either unconscious aberration'S from or deliberate 
accretions to the pristine purity of the genuine 
S'ankarite Vedanta foisted upon it. 

The fact remains, however. that innovations of the 
writers of later exp1anatory works on S'ankara's Bhashya 
on the Pmsthana-i'Ta)'I (the Upanishads, the Bhagavad­
glta and the Vedanta-Stitras), have succeeded in 
gaining the upper hand, and at the present day, it has 
been almost impossible to extricate S'arikara's genuine 
teaching from the later additions and alterations. 

The earnest student of S'ankara, is today at a 
loss to distinguish the genuine teaching from the mess 
of controversial literature that has sprung up around 
the Bhashya. One is confronted with a number of 
disputeR about what ha~. been called Ayidyi'l in S'ankara's 
Bhashya :-

(1) What is the essence of avidya 1 Is it the same as 
adhyasa 01' something distinct froni. it ? 

(2) What is exactly adhYiisa? Is it an entirely different 
something (wl1at is superimposed like the silver on nacre) 
01' epistemic (superimposition itself) ~ Or is it a generic 
term denoting both of these ¥ 
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(3) What does S ailkara exactly m ean when be says 

f;l~<lr~l~f.'I;fml: ~~T"J~ i?t~~ '~~. '~~' ~ ~~ ~­
o!ff~: ~ Is he referring to a species of m isconception here 
or to Avidyii-Sakti (the material cause) of fal se phenomena ? 

(4) Is AvidYii different from Mii;Pii. o r are the terms 
avidya and Maya m utuall y convertible. both d enoting the 

same thing ~ 

(5) What is really the locus of avidya. ~ Is it the J iva 

(individual soul) or is it Brahman? Or is it Pure Consci­

ousness itself devoid of all distinction? 

(6) Is avidYii being or non-being ~ Or is it something 

undefinable as either? 

(7) In what sense is adhyiisa beginningless? How is i t 
endless ~ 

(8) What is the nature of Vidya 1 What is exactly 

meant by the term AtmaikatvavidYii? 

(9) How does Vidya remove avidya ? Is there a trace 
of avidya left over even after its removal by Vidya ? 

(10) Is there anything remaining to be done by the 
knower even after the dawn of Vidya 1 

(11) Is absolute Release attainable in this very birth 
of the knower? Or is there any difference in kind or deg ree 
bet ween Release while liv ing and Release aflee death ? 

(12) Are all karmas sublated by Juana 1 Or has the 

fructifying karma to be exhausted by experiencing its 

frui t s ~ 
(13) How many avidyas are there? Only one common 

to all tra nsmigratory souls or as many as there are J lvas ? 

(14) How are we to' reconcile Vedantic texts which 
ascribe certain forms and qualities to Brahman with those 
that deny all characteristics to Brahma n ~ Is there any 
distinction between Brahman and is'va ra 1 W hy does 
S'ankara use the terms indiscriminately ~ 
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These and other bewildering questions have been 
taken up fDr consideration in my recent work entitled 
& Misam.ccptiof4s IJbout s ankara' published by the 
Adhyatma Prakasha Karyalaya, Holenarsipur. I n the 
meanwhile, it has flashed to my mind that an attempt 
may be made in another direction so as to simplify 
all difficulties without entering - into the arena of 
dispute and debate. The present brochure is an 
experiment in that direction. 

For more reasons than one, 1 have chosen the 
Introduction to the Sutra-Bhashya for illustrating how 
the perplexed student ofS'ailkara's traditional Vedanta, 
can arrive at a definite and indubitable conclusion ~ 
about the most important cardinal teachings by 
appealing to S'ankara himself to settle all the knotty 
questions without taking the t rouble of consulting any 
of the sub-commentaries, and can see for himself how 
far the conflicting explanations of later S'~Iikarites are 
faithful to the original. What is more, he will be able 
to spot out the defects of all such interpretations, not 
only when they import doctrines foreign to the tradi­
tion, but signally defeat the very purpose which the 
Bhashya has been at great pains to serve from start 
to finish. 

'The serious critic of S'ankara's tradition, is advised 
to note the unique principles governing S'aiJkara's 
system which most of the misint~rpretations have left 
un'noticed or have altogether ignored in their zeal to 

usher in their own pet novel doctrines into the struc­
ture of the Advaita system. 

(1) In the first place, S'ankara emphasizes that 
the tradition of Vedanta primarily treats of the 



knowledge of an existent entity as dietinguished from 
an act enjoined or even somethiug subservient; tQ 

karma or meditation. 

(2) He therefore takes it for granted tha.t: in 
matters of enquiry into the nature of Reality (Brahman 
or Atman), we have not only to observe the exegetical 
principles of interpretation involving S'rutis etc. ~ but 
also to recognize intuition etc. as the valid means of 
knowledge for finalizing this enquiqr of the eXIstent 
entity is to culminate in an vltimate itltuitions In the 
same way as the knowledge of any existent object of 

.. empirical knowledge. 

(3) S'an.kara's system is unique in I'e.'Cognizing the 
nature of this ultimate lntuition as; transcending all 
empirical ways of thinking and acting (Vy(1ua!uzra) 
but as effectively removing aU the iUs of vyavahara, 
for good. This distinction of fl)avaham and Paramiirtka, 
is peculiar to this tradition. 

(4) This tradition is uniques not only in dis­
tinguishing the subject-matter of the Upanishads, 
but also in discovering the only meth(Jd available 
in teaching the Reality. For Reality (Atman or 
Brahman) being an Eternal Subject and \\fitness, 
is not only beyond the range of aU words and 
concepts, but bei.ng non~dual and devoid of aU 
differences and distinctions as well as specific chara 
cteristics, has to be revealed by the exdusive way of 
adhyflropa.apavlida (deliberate superimposition of some 
empirical characteristic an.d subsequently rescinding 
it by pointing to a higher truth) and thus leading 
the enquirer to intuit It as his own Fe..!1 Self. FaHure 
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to appraise the need and value of this method, has 
tempted the Post-S'ankara advaitins not only to formu­
late some novel doctrine of their own, but to impute it 
to S'ankara himself. 

The present work is expected to expound the inner 
working process of the method and to provide the key 
to unlock all such doors as have seemed to defy the 
enquirer's entry into the inner chamber of S'ankara's 
system. Provided with a correct knowledge of the 
above mentioned method and principles of interpre­
tation, the critical student of S'ankara's traditional 
Vedanta, will find no difficulty in sifting chaff from 
the real grain. 

The Adhyasa-Bhashya, even while resting on the 
sure and solid ground of the U panishadic revelation, 
does not refer to a single quotation as its authority. 
All the statements here, are supported by reason 
and universal intuition. Any unprejudiced mind will 
see that the entire Bhashya has been written in a style 
characterized with unity and emphasis to remind us 

. about the innate human error called 'adhyrtsa' or 
the mutual superimposition of the real Self and the 
unreal not-self. As I have shown in the Appendix, 
every link in the argument, has been corroborated 
and amplified in the body of the Bhashya, by a 
sustained appeal to S'ruti and intuition, which leaves 
little or no suspicion that some other doctrine may 
have been meant by sankara. And no amount of 
subterfuge on the part of later sub-commentators, 
has been successful in persuading the reader to believe 
that there is any trace of reference in the Bhashya, 

* 
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to the so-called 'avidya-s,akti' ushered In by post­
s/ankara Advaitins. 

I very much wished to take up the first Five Adhi­
kara~las to illustrate how S'ankara is in no need of any 
assistance from commentators to elucidate his teaching 
inasmuch as he loses no opportunity to explain the 
cardinal tenets of the traditional system. But owing 
to strained eye- sight, I have to rest content with the 
present sample work. 

My Narayana Smaranams to the Adhyatma 
Prakasha Karyalaya, Bangalore Branch, for under­
taking the publication of this work, and to all those 
who have helped me in this production through print­
ing, passing the proof-sheets and offering suggestions 
for the improvement of language and train of thought. 

Bangalore} 
28-9-74 
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The reader is requested to effect the following ('mnda 
tions before undertaking to read the booklet. Self-apparent 

mistakes have not been noticed here. 

q'5!qr~ll.-IWffi: 
Page Line 

~ 8 " 

1$ 2 

" 4 
11 5 

~T;r 
For 

knowledge 

how 

Here 

there 

insert after this 'such as inference' 

that 

omit this 

for this read 'This' 

, ~ last line for the 
last line 

substitute 'manner quite opposed 
to reason' 

3 

10 

11 

'i~ 10 from 

below 

constructing construing 

are omit this 

evidently evidently refer to 

for the substitute' 1n any case (super-
whole line imposition) never alienates its 

one feature, to wit' that 

~<t q:a((;Y;:6(~ "8~<f1'f~ STl~Jfl"'fl~Jf.n~81:{t{T­
"<rl~ii')~IJlfi',r~~~liffi4fi',r'a 'tEll'f~ 'ST~~' , 
'+1+1' ft~ i'illf.i'fEl~l{:" ~ft; ~~11!R;ft~~ I 
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Page Line For 

just as 

being two moons 

~~ folio Heading i31~lJT~w~1Tf1l. 

~~ 10 of 

V~ 

"',~ 

"0 

n 

12 

3 

10 from 
below 

12 

7 

4 from 
below 

5 
2 

" 

well known 

Brahmana 

identifying to 
oneself 

P. 281. 

the notion 

being 

that 

Read 

just like 

omit 'being' 

fif~:nfq~[fq~rt'iq;~~ 

or 

well known 

after this insert 'one who 
believes that one belongs to' 

identifying oneself 
with them 

P.289. 

the notion 'me' 

delete this 

delete this 

~fa fif~lfuq~ 

8{o;'t ~:hn~~~ , i'ift<f~ ~~ B!'&ion 

i'iftCfllli1 ~Q~'t'fj;~: ' 
19"', for the las t sentence substi tute ' It is hoped that all later 

misinterpretations have been exposed 
by this simple device' 

~o 10 from G']i:l:T«~q qa\'\i!;:a{~;:~~l~ 'a~ iI&il~J1~<itq~~:' 
below ~fu qooft~~ I 
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About Salikara" by the same author would be a very 
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misconceptions about S'aIikara's System have been 
listed there with appeal to relevent quotations in the 
Siitra-Bhashya. 

Readers are strongly recommended to avail them­
selves of the opportunity in order to refresh their 
acquaintance with the S'ankara's Vedanta. 
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S'ank.ara's Sutra .. Bhashya 
( Self-Explained) 

I. It 1S a pity that S'arikara's Sutra- Bhashya, 
which is no\v engaging the attention of innumerable 
eminent scholars who a re interested in the study of 
metaphysics devoted to the ascertainment of Absolute 
Reality, has been reduced to an utterly chaotic exposi~ 
tion of Vedanta, owing to many mutually opposed 
sub-commentaries and critical estimates of the work 
by adverse critics. 

In these circumstances, I have deemed it necessary 
to write a short compendium attempting to show how 
S'aukara's Bhashya is in no need of any other intcr­
pretation by sub-commentators or critics, when one 
notices how that great teacher repeats his most 
important ideas by paraphrasing in clear terms what 
he has already said or by briefly anticipating wha~ he is 
going to explain at greater length in another context. 

'< • ~(f \<1~ ll?i 1l?T ~rrq~H ~TIS~CfiI~fJ1 'l~ ~ffWr;:a~ 
~Ra: q~Ul fc)t{RlSllJlru» C'H fctq~r;:Cf~o~r~~Ff~ff~ij, ~~ Cl~ 
6i{rOfr~~rf.l ~rlSlJqrCflHf.l ij~\frcn~ ~~Hl.rJrij~.{r!l llrCf=t;~Cfli~; 
~qM'gIf.l $I qrCflir~ ~Cflf~~r~ ~r(lliR;a~: II 

2. In this work, sentences or paragraphs prece­
ding or folJowing the particular term, phrase or 
passage to be elucidated, have been quoted to illustrate 
what S'atikara is emphasizing in the particular context. 
The stucl~nt would do well to supplement the list 
by sedulously hunting out any quotations that have 
not been cited here. 
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The Absolutely neal Atman 

3. There are two epithets applied to this work 
of BadarayaQa by 5'ailkara :-

(1) .. How this Unity of Atman is the one purport 
of all Vedantas, we are going to show in this Siirrraka­
M'lmi'1msi'1_" 

Concluding statement of the Adhyasa-Bhashya :-

(2) .. Of the Vedi'1nta-Mlmiimsi1-~listra which we h ave 
undertaken to' explain at length, the following is the 
very first aphorism. ". 

BadarayaQa himself, however~' has not assigned 
any title to his work, for he simply begins with the 
Siitra 'Then, therefore, the enquiry into Brabma­
Jfiana shaH be made' (Su. 1-1-1). 

How are S'ankara's statements to be reconciled 
with the spirit of the Siitra ? The reply is as folIo 'NS :-

Sanra (fmfi":) is the name of the individul l self 
limited to a particular body. So says S'ankara :-

(3) "SilnTa means that he is in the body. 

(Objection :- ) But Is'vara also is in the body! 

(Reply:-) True, He is in the body, but not exclu­
sively in anyone body. So say the S'rutis. The S'arl ra 
or Jlva. on the other hand. is restricted to the body; 
for he cannot function except in the body which is his 
residence_ " SBh.I-2-3. p.66. 

So also in his commentary on Sii. 1-2- 20, S'ankara 
says: 

" Sarira is known to be made up of the intellect. " 
SBh. 1-2- 20, p. 81. 



So the' S'iirlraka IvIimiimsii ' is so called because 
it investigates the nature of the embodied soul. 

And now for the epithet 'Vedanta !..,llmiimsa '. 
The word 'Vedanta' means an Upanishad. The 
Bhiishya on 1-4-14 is a voucher for this:-

(1) "The same Lord of all, who is stated to be the 

cause (of the birth of the universe) in anyone particular 
'Vedanta', with the particular characteristics - viz., the 
Omniscient, Lord of all, the Self of everyone, the One 
without a second, is uniformly described with the self­
same characteristics to be t.he cause in other Vedantas 
also···· .. ·· The st:.veral statements of this nature describing 
the nature of the cause being never in conflict with one 

another. " SBh. 1-4-14, p. 162,163. 

This S'iistra is mainly intended to ascertain the 
purport of Vedanta texts. Therefore the name 
, Vedanta-Mlmamsa ' is quite ap::>ropriate!y applied to 
this work. This is corroborated in the following 
excerpt :-

(3) ":For, Vedanta tf'xts are cited and their mean­
lng is investigated by t.he Slltras. The intuition of 
Brahman, is arrived at by ascertaining the meaning 
of texts, and not by any other means of valid know­
ledge. " SBh. 1-1-2, p. 7. 

That the author of the Satras also proposes to 
show how this is exactly the aim of the Upanishads, 
will be explained in the exposition of the import of 
the first Siitra. So we can now safely conclude that 
this M'imamsa is called by the two significant names of 
, S'iiriraka Mlmiimsa' and 'Vedanta Mlillaillsii J for 
the reason that this work has been undertaken to 



demonstrate how all the Vedantas or Upanishads pur­
port to reveal how the real nature of the embodied 
individual soul, is really the one Atman without 
a second. 
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4. 'lve have seen that according to S'ankara, all 
Vedantas are devoted to teach the wisdom of the 
absolute u nity of Atman, and this same real Atman 
is otherwise called Brahman or the real nature of the 
embodied self according to Badaraya J} a in the first 
Sutra of his Vedanta-lVHmamsa. This doctrine of 
Brahman as the only Reality, is brought out in all 
the Upanishads. For instance, the Jl,1undaka Upanishad 
says: 

" Th is in front is r eally Brahman alone; that which 
is behind is Br a hman; th a t which is to the right and 
l e ft, is ve r ily Bra hman; both below and a bove, is verily 
Bra hman. All this universe is the most lovab le 
Brahman a lo ne. " Mu. 2-2-11. 

And the commentator on this mantra, says :-

" Eve ry concept o f non-Brahman is merely Avidya, 
j u st like the concept of snake in a rope. " 

Mu.Bh. 2-2-11, p. 164. 

But in empirical life, are found various pheno~ 

mena made up of names and forms; that there a re 
many atmans, each of whom is possessed of an aggre­
gate of body and senses; and then, there is the 
external world which is other than atman. And man 
thinks that this universe itself is real enough. All this, 
according to S'ankara's followers, is due to Avidya, 
and that avidya or ignorance is of the nature of 
mutual superimposition of Atman and non-atman. 
Now this doctrine seems to be against all reason, at 
first sight. The author of the Sutra-Bhashya has, there­
fore, set forth this prima facie argument in the excerpt 
quoted at the head of this section, in order to state 
the real Vedantic position in the matter. 
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This is the gist of the objection to the super­
imposition doctrine :-

"The assertion that there has been a mutual 
superimposition of the Atman and the non-atman in 
practical life, appears to be a statement of something 
logically impossible. For the Self and the non-self 
are by nature quite opposed to each other just lik~ 
darkness and light. Darkness is something that obstructs 
the function of the organ of sight, whereas light is 
that which makes the function possible. So are these 
two quite opposed to each other in their intrinsic 
nature. 

To explain: (1) The non-self is always an 
object of the knowledge of Atman, who is invariably 
a subject. The subject can never be like the object 
and hence there can be no mistaking the one for the 
other. For superimposition is possible only in the 
case of similar things Eke nacre and silver, which are 
both shining in sunlight. (2) Secondly, the nouoself 
is always something corresponding to the notion 'this;. 
Everything which is other than the self, can be 
objectified and conceived as being an object that can, 
be addressed and referred to by the concept 'thou', 
quite unlike one's own atman or self which must be 



necessarily conceived as something invariably corres­
ponding to the notion 'me'. One can never think of 
separating oneself fwm one's ovm self and conceive it 
to correspond to the notion of 'this' or 'thou'. Here, 
there is the second reason why neither of these can be 
mistaken for the other. And (3) thirdly, the not-self 
can never cease to be an object of some notion, for its 
very life consists in being known as an object of 
Atman. Atman on the other hand, can transcend the 
empirical notion of being an object of his concept, 
according to S'arikarite Vedantins. For, the s'ruti says, 
that just as a lu!T.p of salt is saline through and 
through without any distinction of its interior or 
exterior part, so this Atman is of the nature of Pure 
Consciousness, and has no nature other than conscious­
ness whether within or without. He is of the very 
nature of absolutely featureless Brahm::m (Vide SBh. 
3·-2-16). But if this is admitted, where do we have 
any conceivability of the secondless Atman being the 
ubject or substrate of any superimposition along with 
the non-existing non-self at all ? 
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fr'Ietaa ::q - ~~lj'Mmlj': II 

~et~rCl?H(ij~I~ Fcrqtt~ '~~1ir~ri1~~:e:' {Rt ~~l'foT 
o'-lCl~r{~ I ~~l{r:tHir It tClpn~ci; \if'l~, ~:fi:~~~roi $1 %tfTfu~Oii 

~rij£~J!~r~ltlJ( Fct"'lT~UJ l1crRf I ~~lj'r~JTit ~ . if ~HP:iJr~"-iC{ 

alFIO:$14i ~rij£r~qft~~~f{Jfr~r~ CIT, Ft g; \ifr~l1T~~ mfUl<rt 

JI.n~ij: - ~Rt ~rti: II 

~f{m;f; nl~lj'r~rit - ~cl{~ Fctc({I1!~ - '~cqFla 1l1~c:ft~~if ' 
~ffi' I ijclj'~ etT~JIq~g;, eIo~f+I"'lfta~q~q~Clrf:t, ~~a ~,{[Ire:!.1ffireJfI?f· 

~ft{Efi {~ijqlfu:e(Q. ~rf;ClJfI;;j~~qa~~q~OiiFl ; ~~l : fij?1;ft<fi~uj <iTJI 

qEfiij~~ CI~g; ~Rt Fctqft~!fl[Ul~, lj'~r '{i;f~Il1~ ~{)~ffi ~0liiJ..' ~Rt 



n. 

~%i~f ~;:~€t rhFHilT ~lot'T;f<fV.1R~P.fliP!Til ~&~Rl o~q~~l~. 
~~~P:n ~ej ~"faflr(~~ t'i~q~~: ~~ ~cft<flFP:{ ~~f'Car I a:;f '~;~' 
~fu olfrq~rfti!fi~~l{ej~g'1: '~~a~! ~Rl ~ffJ~,P.l?iR ~~ 'T;f qEf,l'f.~?rrJ 

lf~r ~r;:~lfr ollrfrHm ~if;:, q~ qlvnffi<f{i~lj+i. a:jfu.al~a~ir 

a?! 1Tr~~r~j~;;Tq:;f?:a rJTJt~qr~p.til ~~~lfG :q Q.ctl~(li ' 3\ ~~' ~fu 

olleliHRt I a?f!~~ 6l~;11rftal~ fl (~~ '3l1~1F1:, ¢I~ct~ :q ~tl~!~: 

o:*rifi{1J1J{~lRt ~lfir~'i. iej~~~~'_ ~Rl cn:q")~r~: I \.1,qq i6jti~~ 

f1~1l~ a:jF~"f:, fll~l1r~r~;; ~nsljj~(1~ilq lfl~qa~ ~flU~~ 

fll~.ft~{U1iJ rJPI tlfltr<E~~~"'1, ' i1~~ ~ft~+i.', 'J{::rl~ ~~: '·-~~<;n fa:. 

~f1i l~OJ ;~rft[{UJ~ I a~lfq '~f!.~' ~Rt ~q{T~~~iJFi "flfuq~~ 

~q;:~: fff;11~ .- ~fu ~lem~ 'ii?:~'i.' ~fc1 ~n:cjl~fu: tl~mi:{· 

ij~~H1~Jq~rs~ t~"EftCilia ~~~H~f arilQ. II 

Possibility of Superimposition 

5. Here the 'Nord aUl~ 'nevertheless' is for con­
ceding that the superimposition is opposed to reason. 
Even what is opposed to reason, must be somehow 
reconciled when it is found to be a fact seen in 
common life, according to the maxim 'There is 
n o such thing as inconsistency in wbat is actually 
experienced'; a fact cannot be gainsaid by mere 
reason. So the objection 'bow can there be super­
imposition of things of opposite character?' has to be 
met by the reply 'Because it is seen to be a fact'. 
, It is a natural human procedure' means that the 
nature of the bun an n:il1d is such tbat, in their un­
nfiectirg ccndition, lIen imtillctively bfhave in a 
rrc.rrn ciuite Cfrucd .tc JUUCI'. 



, Olving to a misconception' is for explaining 
why the procedure is 'natural'. l\{iscoJlceptions~ 

unlike right knowledge, are quite n3Jural to mankind. 
Right knowledge, on the other ha1:d, is adventi­
tious, for it flashes only to those whose mind is 
saturated with S'astraic knowledge. Human mind 
by virtue of its natural inclination, is liable to 
mix up both the real 'Self' and the unreal not-self 
and instinctively thinks in the form' I am this " ' This 
is mine '. Here, the word '1' refers to the real Self) 
whereas 'this' corresponds to the not-self such as the 
body. J\fan rarely suspects that this 'me' includes the 
real as well as the n ot-sel f, body etc. And 'this is 
mine' refers tD everything, that is other than the self 
including the mind, senses and the body etc. All this 
will be rendered clear in the portion of the cornmen­
tary devoted to showing that superimposition is not 
only possible) but is actually a fact in the common life 
of man. 

( tfl"?P3; ) 

am: - tfi)sl.fq~1l,m- ~niJfd y ~y;qij - ~~rn~q~ 

q~ ~{~efllH1: I a ~Fic::;:q~ 3T~~.n~~.m.1 ~rn 
efe:Pct I ~~ - ~?l qC::~~Hl: t ijrn:~~T~~~ijf~tU ;rq 

~rn I 3T;:~ ~ - q?l ~c::~~m:, ct~qq ~'qUct~i1~qer.~q;,,­
qi~~ij ~fd I ij~~Jfq Q 3l;:tf~ 3l;:q~~qlllij~t rr 
oq~:q~~ I ct~l ~ m 3T~iFH - '~fui~, ft ~~ct­
ef~qllHlij , , '~tfi~~: ijrn:altFI~' ~ I, 



( ;;~.n~m) 

~~iiJ{ftG'~l'e7..fI~{q~m\ 

q. ~HnF'HFi.n: q~,-:q(f.ii~g~l{r"~lB1 Cll dl~.~I'<-~ : m elf 

o:ilqq~ef ~~zn~~u, a.l'C~H1tlJ o"FH?!~ ~~'FIP.Fl~~jf( Oir~qqR1: 

fcf,fu~:ntr - ~t1f fI~Ma~ I 61'4 ~~S'6'1rB) ta~2 qr ~ ~r ? - t 'R 
f.T!qharrG;,q ~fll"'!ir6~1I0l~~ ar~r.H~qurr~T~! Rt~ftI~ ~ ~~fIr 
~~t'3&lUf~tmcl)s't~nm ~'fjol1qtrr~ f!:~~~ err i'f eH .- ~~q?G;i.lffr~~~ 
~tf'la ~fu II 

o:tfi~~1.{oq'l~~{r{~ 

Cf?f 'arr~;t{f~'l 3{;:~tr~l~qtfiQl~ ... 6{£<i~ ~~~~Hr­

R~~~·· ·fq~~nm~f4rq~: ij~tfl~ fir~~~~~·· .c7:{q~H: ' 

~Rt ~~rqR~r~lijll1:} d~ct'fl~, ~'f.~:ncl~ ~~'qi'~t'f ~;:i1f 
em~T·1T~qJ.n 3ifi;)~~~ '31't~~re I f1i~~J~F1~m:q ~q :q ~~ 

t;~q€H:-~RI ~ ~TIS!1qrOf~{lJr~1u~ls<:im~~ i af!'~l fc{~if,PHqr~ 

q{~u',,~r;r : fii.1l{~, ?>i'i·'.1r1j~ rn~::1.1T~r~~q:, aJ~~1~~lfr~r?;f?;f~~· 

Q;~:q o~q~!~: - ~fu +1IlSlir~lrf:q9,Fl ~~[{CjljH~a ~~l1ctl~T ij I 

~Rt'Q ~~PlliIlSliCjJ<p.{fqrPJ~jL'Tt ~;;l:jT6 eF~~Cj 11<l~1 ~~Cjr 3; 't;,;rrf.-
~ 

~;:;;~q~ ~;:~~~ ClOrl4f;a I i!iiq~ ? 'qjlS~P.e~i~ ?:Fl ? ' ~~ WeT: 

Cl{l1 :q ~clT~qrer~ 'fltta~q: q~?! 't~V!rCll1T~:! ~ta II 

" 6'll G'~;;j' ~,~~ ~~i~ q:;:~ "f~~lt-l~lif{!J ffl~ i I u~ 

fa~~oi ~~~~q~~~ I ~qa il.fu ~~Rt:J <'f~!iJtu.j~~ ~iii~l~ ~l~~ 
lE.l·sti~",i lllfTfJf{q!;;U<1: I ~4-rIIl1~q~" ~q+l~ ; if ~if: ~.h~ ~l'f I 

~t;q ~i1sasf~a~~l.n::-f~ifltI. I ''t~~~'Ef~I~' ~~~qqf~: ~~fu· 

l§:CJt:" i <i ~ ~lj:fir~{~if~ ~f~~q<JTn ~G1<!.~.'nm;~ I f:ms~'~ 
af["l'<J~ l\ltiOi'~~I~ i[~~e( ~~OJg'ii ~ "1m " q. qT. q, 19. 

~~lilfa: II 



al~ llr"i.{T~'tiro~CI~ ~e'lf{i{ ~U:qr ~eJ;f~q~l~fctfil{~~~~Cf 
qr<f1:fr~ <ftqcr ~fd ~~?rdl. I '31~~:mn ;;fmij~~~fu: 
~~q~~Fr' ~Rt ~ ~;P.fij~ llP3~~r~ ~~1u[?1r<f1.fT~ ~gV-r"l{fu I 

o~C~~!~1!i5Jfd t1ll ~E'!.lr'1f;:~iUq~~'i~ tt~r1iH:rUJf'l. I a~cri\ ~1~fq 

l={p:!{r~{~q q~UI ~::9~JiT~!{ri1: - ~~l{H.of ClfqQ., 1\ 

6. It will be seen that in meeting the objection 
that it is against all reason to expect that there is some 
superimposition of the Self and the not-self as the 
basis of human behaviour in common life, it has been 
stated that it is actually found that all human conduct 
is instinctively mixing up the real Atman and the 
unreal not-Atman due to a misconception. This mis­
conception has been there, for man has superimposed 
the subject and the object on eac? other and has mis­
takenly transferred the properties of each to the 
other in the face of the fact that both of these are 
quite opposite in their nature. 

The words ~"q~ (having superimposed), fu~;fr~{lI 

( mixing up) and ~~il('l,tf~~%iif (by reason of non­
discrimination) used in this excerpt, are enough to 
assure anyone that the author of the Bhashya, is 
thinking of some naive mental confounding as the 
basis of all human behaviour. 

Naturally, therefore, one could expect that the 
question cits?:n~~~') iJliJ Y (what is this adhyasa?) wants a 
precise definition of this process of confusion. Strange 
to say, however, the earliest sub-commentator on the 



Sutra- Bhashya has interpreted the question as well as 
the reply so as to apply mainly to some objective thing 
appearing as another. His way of constructing the 
sentences of the Bhashya is as follows: '~~Ia~If: If'~ ~~­
u!Tct\lH:1: ' gives a definition of the adhyasa. " 'adhyasa' 
involved in the question 'What is this so-called 
adhyasa?' Here q"~ (in something else) necessarily 
implies the appearance of something else. The epithet 
'smrtirupa' pertains to that other thing. Here Smrti 
denotes what is remembered .... .... It means 'of the 
form of that which is remembered', and not that it is' 
actually remembered, for it obviously appears as an 
object before us. That it is of the form of something 
remembered, is supported by the reason that it is an 
appearance of something seen in the past; for no 
silver appears to one who has not seen silver in the 
past ". 

Now all this description refers to an appearance 
of an object elsewhere and not to the mental act (Jf 
mistaking one thing for another, which the author of 
the Bhashya has in mind. This latter adhyasa is a 
secondary matter for the sub.commentator; for he 
writes ' '«lT~~ I:tf~q~ "cr\ll~l~ ~f{ ij';~01~ ri \ltfla I '. 

, For this definition may be supposed to apply by impli­
cation to the knowledge of the thing appearing also' ! 
We shall have occasion to show how this is exactly the 
reverse of and opposed to what S'ankara himself aims 
at later on; for there the Bhashya shows how super­
imposition is a fact in common life. 

3 



\9. '€I' ~R~' {~lH~~r(ill)i;:~: ~~r~; I 

( Z ) g~~fg;i); ~;:li~~f~~ ~;:lJl:ll.{p;lim: - ~t~~ I (=<.) 

o~~~!:fir~rCfT~ f!'~T~ - ~1q \~li;:lt I (~) li~f\~~lij:, ~~CI 
~qU~l:lij~qCfi~q~CI OjeliTij: - ~~lfq~ I ~~M~r.rrrJCI~;i)ctr +{Cf~: 
fJ;Efi~Cf CIT, ~~~Tfq ~ ~;:v.~~~ ~;:li~T e:rc!~Tt:~ ~ra ~~ijS1fuqi2f­
ilCl@~UJBeliTijBf ~ta ClTe'fliTit: II 

~~lfq ~lJij<1ijCf ~tia rJT'elf6 Cf~ - ~ta ~~lijCl II 

7. The three alternative definitions or desc~iptions 
of 'adhyasa' are evidently the nature of the process of 
superimposition. The first view is that superimposition 
consists in imputing the characteristics of something 
to something else. The second view is. that it is a 
delusion due to non-discrimination of the nature of 
two distinct things. The third view is that it is merely 
imputing the opposite nature to a thing. S'atikara says 
there is the view common to all these views that 
one thing appears to be of the nature of something 
else. This is best illustrated by the example of the 
nacre appearing to be silver, or by the example of 
one moon appearing as though it were two moons. 

aN oqT~qT;:rwm;:rU~T 111t?:iTflf~Tq: 

~. ~~ ;lir~llrrJ~r~r~g ~tllTijq~r~~e:.UIr.r;:lJ~C! Cfrrp-i;~:, 
~r(ilJT~HrfUJ ~;:Ti~CI m~lif;~ I Sfi~~? ~rffim~ ClrClQ. ~Ilf?~q: 
q~ 'i~~l!rFfH1: - ~fct ~~ur~ ~S'.i~n~r~q~~~rt Fc\"QRUITl{) 

~q~ ~ftffi I ~~~~q~~'1 ~ 'm~"'lT~riJf.l~~: ij~lrr~~ f+r~;ft1J~lJ 



tit~o'lCl~H:' ~Rt llTG~T~ijt'l;:l{~~ ClUrltf;6 a I {~~ ft: aqj 

llTG~T~~llfTT: -

" • 6i~qT~Tiffit6i",' lila - {flsqT:;;r a~!i!'I;i ~ fff~lJ'~lo:r~ I 

, {;j~~I' li~qiii~~of'hn" <!~qa; '6I'!i!'lo:r~' li~ :;;r Gt~I~;rCli' 

1I'f.tlll"lfiTfi.'fi: !i!'To:rqi~,~.n:;:~a I af~6i",: - a~ql({''': {n:r~: II " 

q. Q'T·, qT· v. 

"&TEf~q"'iT II'fimmfi.'fi: lJlilIl~ql~It%~ i'f~ij~ a~~~q-

~~IJJT;;:f'~iiilf;:'<[;:fT 6I'+!lq'l;;a;;~'T' 6I';:lJ~T fu~lJI~~"liiqT~Q'q~: I 

~T :;:r if ~~!! i'f~~ a~~~q'i'flil~ qmiiillllla, Sl'1t'tJt~if;iPli'~€f l'f~!:l~­
m~: I ,:;;raSl'mliT~:nq Sl',~<i ~ ~~ql"~ a~i ~~Q'!:l~~~ifl'Q:. I 

&Ta~~ ~ql;:a'I"at'{:{~Q~" ~E(~~ I Sl'~lJ'lleJf~ Q ~1a~atr.(~E('~ 

~ir Sl'ClilfiT,:f,Sl ilijt~li.'ql""at't1~ lI'if;:l/iiifit"'fi('~ "~afir{:{fi­

~~TF.1lll"mfi.'fiQ"R:!Il;:'elI~" a~ ififi'flil{:{: I 61'.:1: qt Sl'~~~~ ili;l­

~li.'q'''li'~ qRliiillll~ I 6l~\t""I~"i[qqlaat,{:{f.tfJI'~ '<I ati'fRf II" 

q. Q'T·, ql. '-\ 

aj:;f ~6~TFw';: i3J~Cl'l6~qrlf :q fifilla ;:ft~T~r~ur {Rt t~l'J.. I 

flr~lfr~rifFw';fl:J~ olfClS:H: {Rt lf~T~~Hil; I m~'1r~~r~r.uqTiUif<hl 

aj~~T~J~6~qTCJllmr~Wfi: - ~Rt ~ClW6~~qifT~ llrGqr&l{T{Jq;:lf~T 
0.. '"' 

rfltRt o::{T~T·n'l+J.. I fcfi:q a1wnijr~q<1\~;:~;:qf\i:qrtr:, Olrli');:lf· 

61~~lIh~Ttr~ "1 ~~qa - ~Rt ~~rqR~I~ ~~a '~~l{lmijFw'; 

5fT~I~~ :q 6~~~~qT~ijff;l:1;:ft ajFw';~:q;ftltT a1fc{~.n~Mi~Cl~ltIF~q­

IT;:C!olfT, ~;:lf~r fl:J~~T~rClllmr~qq~:' ~~lt~~6'l6~q'iT :q - ~Rt 

~q!'J.. II 

8. The sub-commentaries presuming as they do 
that differences of opinion are concerned with the 
nature of an object, appearing as something else, alto­
gether miss the discussion about the common human 



procedure due to an innate misconception, and accordg 
ing to their pre-conceived Vedantic system interpret 
the Bhashya beginning with 'Mithyaj1ilinanimittalz' 
(if11:~T5.'lilf;jfu~: ). 

This is how they construe the Bhashya : 

"The compound word 'MithYii}'iliina' has to be 

resolved into fu~~T ~ a~~I",:;;r 'False ignorance '. Here 
MithYii means undefinable; and a}'iliina means the inert 
potency of avidya, in contrast to consciousness. And 
the word nimittah means having that potency as its 
material cause." 

This literal rendering of the sub-commentary, will 
of course be unintelligible to the reader who is not 
in touch with the foreign doctrine. Therefore the 
author of this T'tkli has given a further explanation 
of what he means: 

" This AvidYii-Sakti (potency of nescience) has to be 
necessarily supposed to attach to the essence of both 
internal and external things, for otherwise we cannot 
account ' for the appearance of unreal phenomena. 
And this potency does not (in the case of external 
objects) obstruct the appearance of their real nature; 
for its non-recognition can be explained away as due to 
want of the means of valid knowledge. For we know 
that the nacre is seen both before and after the percep­
tion of silver. So in the case of external objects the 
potency is merely the cause of the unreal appearance of 
some other form. In the case of the inner Atman, on the 
other hand, there is no reason why the self-resplendent 
Brahmic nature should not appear, Its non-appearance 
is exclusively due to the potency of avidya that resides 
in It. So in the case of the Inner Consciousness, It 
obstructs the Brahmic nature and becomes the occasion 
of the appearance of egoity and other foreign properties 
which do not pertain to It. " 



N ow this interpretation is vitiated by the follow­
ing defects :-

(1) In the first place, it ignores what is expressly 
stated in the Bhashya and inserts something never 
referred to in the Bhashya. For the Bhashya says 
that all human procedure is due to misconception, but 
the author of the Tika disregards this express statement 
and makes the original mean that the unreal appear­
ance of egoity etc. in the Atman, is the effect of the 
material cause-a hypothetical potency of avidya-which 
inheres ,in the essential nature of Atman, and that 
this cause has to be assumed to be attached to Atman 
for the simple reason that otherwise we cannot account 
for the appearance of false phenomena. In the second 
place, while the objection is that the mutual super­
imposition of the Self and the not-self, is against all 
reason, the reply brings in something irrelevant to the 
context; for it says that we have all to assume that 
there is a hypothetical avidya potency clinging to 
intern'al and external things! 

~. a:Jfit :q. qrCf~~q. l1r{;~~!~flr ql~~q~G'{I~:, 
a:JvnFI~qrt~m1:, ?!~ q~~~;Cl~l:1~h~Ttl:, ~~~~~I~T~I~ ~(q~") 
~ij:, t.!;1it~q q~~'1: fcrqftCl~~qrH - ~~~ci ~T~rt~rfT~clJ~T~~lf 
filSo':l.lr~r~~~qil~ ~~el ~~qli;:cftfa ft~~, t.!;1iW!~ q~Slf.1 
\ifrllij~") fillO·n~rCfl.:rrf( t.!;~relfl~~(ij~P.l:-~fd 'f.~q~fd cllr~lfFI~-
{fa l1T{;lfr~ij;:li~r ~qftiJ]ijfil~ Cls.tr~r6 qi?:fa tt'lir~H: - ~fa 

~qT!~ I fci;:q' 8~T ~ ~~S~119:' - ~lfr~~li l1TfillifiinSfit 

~EJir~i{q~qr~~~~ a:J;:lIful~ q~~f.1 a1;:li~r~r~~qr~~m ~Fct 

qurlffilfa ft~~, 61~rqlTm~qTellr~~~ !!~li'l=tllr ~~~{tR\ ~r<iiH 
~~~qijfit 8~ Sl~r~ l1r{;~~~~cti't~ta iT~lfa II 



9. Besides, all the different views cited by the 
Bhashya, evidently refer to Adhyasa as superimposition 
of some property on something else to which it does not 
really pertain. They only differ about the specific 
nature of the superimposition. The sub-commentator 
overlooks this fact and insists on his own theory about 
the nature and causes of the unreal things ! 

And, what is more serious, is the fact that he takes 
no notice of S'ankara's introduction to the illustrations 
of superimposition, which says '~~, ~ f?;)1;S~llif: ' 

'Accordingly, it is a matter of common experience' 
and twists the original text to refer to the thing which 
appears as something else! 

~ 0 • l{~ ij~l{~, I ~Mi"lir ~ ~sra1t:;qllrij~, Q;'6!q;tt: 

{=I~ffil{qfl' - ~Fct ~ps~ aFl{~ a:t;l{~i:}IJHq~rijol fetqf&da~ ~Fct I 

c{~lfq ~Mif.t ~\Sf~filFct ~~~Fct ~ifi: - Q;of; :q;:~ {=Ifuffil.l~ 

if<~q'1f;~ ~~ct- ~~lt~rqI~q :aI~mq('rtfl{m~~:, ~ g; ~r~;-q?:r~srq 
~a.l~ ~rf;aifir~ ij~~q'a~ ~Fct aJ)!qi'{ i{;:l{a ~Fct {=I~"lf if: 

~~~il~~ n 
~~r 'if nt~l{r~H~frlfil~ ~!f;ol{qt[r~:- ~Fct l{~r~ij Q;qr~: I 

':I 

nt~l{r:ijFlilq ~!f;ol{qt[rRl{ frlfi{'e~; q~g,I{~ij SI ijr~~~qw::rr· 

ijr~ij;fl~TG;r~~i{ C{r~~~ qT -~Fct ~r':l{CfiIU qt:;ffiFct ~~q~~~ ~qFct I 
l{~r ~~ ~~r a{~qa:il~~~~r':l{~flJr~Rr;arl{t ~t:;~fll~l{r;:r: II 

10. True, the illustrations expressed by the 
propositions 'The nacre looks like silver', and 'A 
single moon seems to be two' do impress one at first 
sight to refer to some thing appearing as though it were 
another', but these propositions mean nothing more than 



what we understand by statements like 'people mistake 
nacre for silver' and 'some mistake the single moon 
to be two'. Nobody would think that the two propo­
sitions ' It appears to be such' and 'I take it to be 
such' mean two different things merely because the 
grammatical forms are different. 'Nacre looks like 
silver' means, as we ail know, no more and no less 
than what is implied in the statement' I think it to be 
such '. 

There is no difficulty, therefore, in taking the 
original 'i're:ll'5JFIf.lfi4'tf: ~)~o>.rif~T~:' "human procedure 
in thinking and speaking in the form 'me' and 'mine' 
is owing to misconception" at its face valu (" , fo r 
really there is no identity or real trC'lnsference of 
properties. We shall show how this is the plain 
meaning of this proposition presently h the 
course of discussing the import of the next paras of 
the Bhashya. 

~. " r-.. " r-.. 
3{~1JT~T'fT~qWfR't.~rcPflf ~~T tn~~r~~ 

( 1111l>.r~ ') 

~~ ~~: ~~iT'~lFtrfcr~~S£~Tm fil'P:Hl:[qtQ}'~ y 
~~ ft ~ns~f~~ f4"~~ Flq'trT;:6~q~~~fa ; ~tlf~~~1.ff­
q(f~ ~ ~~iTr~)sfcf~~ci iffifq l ~:;trij - o:r ijf~­

~trirefi~t:tlfc1v:J: , ~~qFctqtr~~'a:. I 3Tr.rn~J~crr~ 
~~iT'~~ro~: I o:r :qp;rqR(f f.itrq: ~ns~R~ij ~et 
ft~~ Ftt,,{tr';:Ci~q'itrffi(lotrflrfa I 3TWq~sfq ~,~,~ ;rl~f­
~~ret:t(fl~~q~frij I ~CJqfc1~:[: ~~ff,~q;:qtq;:rf~ijr­
£trH.:n II 



~ ~. 6l~ ~~rEH{t ~EU~~r~ rct~G;lIra - '~it ~i1: ~ , 

~~~r~i1r 'ifcfrffi' ~~lI;:ar. II 

6lir ~mg;~f+I~rll: - ~Rii<f.r ~nel~ ~ns~~~a: q('U~:, 

6l'C!lr6Cfia~"fl{~~~ I r;;;~ :q;:~sfq I r;;;qrrq \3ltll~llrij~\if~l1fq 
'-:) 

rct'llll}.a: qG;T~:, m:fftlj:q;:~~ I ~~T 'if ~nSqft~a ~fuiCfir~qqG;r~ 

~"fit ~'llfr..{\t ~\ifijll'Cl{~a, qir ~'llf~ Q;q 'if~ ~'ll{tIff­

@ffil{:q~6~a~q~ 6lel{~a ~ra ~~~ I 6lr~T g; rct"fl{T, 

6li1r~J-1T 'if ~'lij: j ~filt Q;q ~'ll[r;:a~~ 6lell~a ~ra ~~ ~T!sfq 

Slfc\'llifla a;jr~ijfi'r tfi~~ 6lijw:rifl ~'lllBT 6lellm: ~ ~'ll[li~~ 

~~ ~1S'1c~~lIl{ij)~~~~ FrllH'~ I r.:q af:\f€; ~~l{lm'1Frl I a~ tJi~rr~~ 

~ij~~a ? - ~llr~~r II 

~l~~ - , ~ ijFt~tJij~J;:a;nrtqtJ: ' ~~lff~ijT I 6l11-

ijr~lf: - ~~rqri:f4 ~~\Jlf qft~:rt q/?{lfTIl: I Olr~IlT ~ rn:~~: -
a;jtlI~~~qq~'ll[:, 6l~~l{l}.~: ~ij~llr 'if - ~ra I a~ i5qq~]~ 

6l~ctrcl{l{rct'llt 6lr~ij~ ~1l~C~~l{qfctql{~ ~i1Hij<1) ~~i1r~~tl{r6: 

fifil1a ~~m~r~T;~: I ~~ir ft~a rct~ Q;q ~'llfT;~~li'el{~~ ~ra 
r. ~fu~ R?f'l. I q~tqr~IlT r. ~131l~~cqlFn'i'l~:, ~~Tfq ~mc~~l{q­

m:q~Cq~ ~'llf qq ~qfft~qel{r6 a-qq~a r;;;~~l{fi:I~rl{: II 

6l~ tJi~ij~Sq«"a eTtr~~ 6lHIl;l['6l[Tff: ~ra ~ - lfG;TfPaa 

~~ qfttrr~: - ij :qrl{ll~ ~~Il: ~nSqft~a qif rct'llt 

Ff'l~Fa{Il'6l1R:t~;~!lrcftcl{r~ i f.lllllr~rifrr€[ ~f!r;:aij ~~G;l[ra -

, 6l~~q~stqrCfir~' ~~llr~r.T I 6lT~r~ ~ ~qr~Tifr~q~l{~1~ I 

e]~ :q ~it::~UJT~T~~~r.r~qltstqrCfiT~ 6l~~~ij: a~ ~R~~ Il~ijcir 

:q1'Cq~;fftra ij~fB~ ~~ I a~€[~ 6l~~~~l{qfq"f~ ~;:llm~ll~ 

aTcrQ.. fcrl'{l{a~llrUJrlltqtllrm ij fq~~: ~Rt «~alll. II 



el~ ~~~r <ilfc{qlpI,a ~T~rqlJl=lllifq ~qij~~lfr~Jirf: I 

afu:l~ Efiil Ftl(P:r~~llfOlT~riv.m: ~ - ~fu ~~F~~~~:rolf i3m~~l1f~­

, 3lqUaJ~Cji~ ~~m~q~~%:' - {~ i Ofll~r~lf: - fct(j~ qcr 

MffllFcHli'C<imaollfiifa ~qa: ~~rli~~'Cli ~q~~i1.-61qc1.i~Stfi~Ifa: i 

~~'iltsfT.I ~~J~li% 51~f.1iTT~i1~ Fcl'(jlfC!~'1rlJjrij\;:qf~: U~Clfa itfa 
~i:I:~/n ~;;::ilfilclIfli: i l{~rq ~~l{lJT~lir ~~qur 8lMilll:, a~Hfq '1~~nf\' 

~m~ q'f I <'l it ififa:iQ. tfiG;Jf~a;r~~a 'lili ~q~q ~~a ~n rf elf ? ' 

~ffi ! rf ~ q~lfr~llr~ ~ifqa ~~Fr~ ~r '3lr~~1~q~ I q~qRt ~ 

4i!cq~fi. - 'I6lr~q<1*-1 ~~l~lIl~li:a<fll~c(Tq, I If qer fr!~rtfiaT 
~i:4erl~li~qrtt. ' (~- ~.-~) ,fa i rf :qr~li <i : ~~~q ~q~lI~er ~'l~~ 
otrerfu~~ I a~H~ f.1~Tqi)~: ~~<iifI~qr, ~4U&!~err~q '9 ~fu~: i 

a~ir ~fu:a s:rru~qell~~ (fa fuia o'1~: ~USq~~~ Ftlq~ ~er 
~'ilIT;:a~li'Clireaol\filRf ~l1q~~lrJq~;:C!J:l~"irer<1~lIT{f ~Rt II 

~~r~ i1T~li~ ~fu~ fcr(jll~~lih'-im: f~qa da- rJrUllTelf­

Ill£[ f~~~ ~ta ru~+I.. - ~qfir~Tll: II 

11. The original objection is further clarified in 
order to clinch the true position of the Vedanta :-

There may be superimposition of mutual identity 
or mistaken transference of the properties. of two 
perceived objects. But since the Vedantin holds that 
non-At man is an object of the notion 'you', it passes 
one's understanding how Atman who is always a 
subject, and external things and their properties 
which are invariably objects of the notion 'you', 
can be mutually superimposed on each other or how 
the properties of either, may be mistakenly trans­
ferred to the other. 

4 



Now this objection is not wel1-grounded for 
two reasons: In the first place, it is not true that 
Atman is invariably no object of any notion, [or 
Atman is known to be an object of the me-notion 
in empirical life, as the objector himself has admitted_ 
And in the second place, it is not a general rule 
that superimposition is always to be found to obtain 
between two perceived objects. For Aklisha (ether) is 
not perceivable and yet unreflective people believe 
that the sky has dirt tainting its surface! Moreover, 
the inner Atman is quite well-known to aU as being 
not-intercepted by anything. Therefore, there is 
nothing unreasonable in holding that the immediately 
intuited inmost Atman and the objective phenomena 
are mutually superimposed on each other. 

~. 
( '¥fJt!fti; ) 

ijitij~~~~oTii~qrd qfo~ij' 3lFf~Rr +rrtfo:ij 

ijrn:~~~ ~ q~Q~~qlq~H:dI Ff~''fT~: 'I 
( .. ql~ql ) 

~~. a~-' ~6fifils~ ili!fi;~eri~H: ' ~Rl p.Rl~ra~, ~~~­
~~rqRi[r~~{~6t ~a~llTer'1~ ~'CllT6~ - e:{T~ijrrjnij~Prt;lItm;r" 

6l;~;:qr~ij!fi6T~q~, 6l;:m;::qar~~llr\ilJT6~q:q qfo~aT ~~r;:ffi~Fij­

~Trr66~errM~'ffiT: 6lFci~rijr~: I ~fcr~i!ii~6fl1~:qT~rVJ~~~q~erT~ I 

a~~rr :q 6rusfcr~PH: 6i!fiT~T~ fcr~~rr :q er~g,~q~qT1iI$;fr~fJ1i3: -

~r~ijr ~iifj ~qTrn:ffill: q~ijr~6tlf:, e:{rjT~ijT g; 6Rttrf.. ;rI;:~qr 



81'e'1Tufqa: it~ {fa f.l*1lJ ~;:.rfijJ~: I l{;;:rrq ~~ ~ijfUfilif.la 

~ilJ.TFcr'i4 ~r<l Fcr~ta, ~Rlq~~ ~ijlfFcr'i~ f?J~'1T~Trr~ ejfet~fa 'if 

Dl\~~H::, a~nrq ~~~Trq C;1.l~f2r~~ q(rn~'{i~ij~I~i1 <fJT'e'1ijrrr~~TQ. 

qa~er f?J~1.lr~T<l 6lFcr~fa, 6lr~lt~(~:trr<l R~fa 'if - c;'1erfa(f;a 

~C\r;a'l~T: ~1i~~I'1: II 

12. Now, this misconception of superimposing 
the mutual identity of the one Atman and the unreal 
not-Atman, has been called 'Avidya' lIgnorance), and 
the right knowledge of each of these, has been named 
• Vidya' by those who are adepts in Vedanta. The words 
Vidya and Avidya have each another different conno­
tation according to empirical usage. For in common 
life, people regard that as right knowledge which is 
ascertained with the help of some means of valid 
knowledge, and that is wrong knowledge which is 
against the dictate of knowledge acquired through 
such a means. The ascertainment of the true nature 
of Atman, on the other hand, is not arrived at by 
any particular means of secular knowledge such as 
perception. On the contrary, this wisdom of the 
absolute unity of Atman, is attained through direct 
intuition; and simultaneously with the dawn of this 
ultimate knowledge, all distinctions of the means 
and of the objects of knowledge, are sublated for good, 
as we are going to see in the next para. Since all 
human behaviour is seen to be known to be the result 
of the misconception of confounding the Self and the 
not-self, Vedantins call this particular misconception 
alone by the name of Avidya (wrong knowledge) and 
the intuition of the one Atman alone as . Vidya. 



(~IIn:l~ ) 

a~~ afa q;r 7.l~~l:Hij: ij~~~ 1hqul ~UJ~ ttl 

3T?!iJf~Qltfit a 'l dq~qij II 

( <l~iI~~n ) 

~ ~. eTr~l1Fm~F~;:1.{T'~1.{rij ~q n:r~1lI;ij'FI:}a:TOTr 31~~r, 

Olr~ij1: ij~lJc~rt 3l'fr~q.ns1:cH~rt 'T.frCf~r{UJlteJ ~~F~ ftfUT OJPl -

{Rt fu~ ijRt ~ Ifi~fa ? cr5lf~ - , ij~~ afij' ~ra I ~m~­
~a:TUJn:r~1.{r~rrlfirn:r~ ~q' ~ijTfI~ oU.q~H d~ -:- 1.{~r ~l% ~Rn­
~~a;l{eJ~:ru ~RnP-l!fijiif1:r~l{r~rijrrrli'J~:, 1.{~r efr Q;;p~ =q;~~­

ijm:fftl{~eJo1.{i!{tar~ li'J~ijT;ij'Tij~n:r~ o;q - ~Rt ft~~ ~~ Ifi~Rt ~~ 

lI";;r lI";;r Ol~<:l1.{T ij<:la:e1l~~, ij {1 n:r~l{rtfi~qrtr~~lla: qG;{~: 

a~~vt o'ijm:ifi~qOJr~OJ ~qUJ ~OJ efT ~!?Jijr~UJJN ij ij~e~a I 

lI"?J i61TcJ.Trrr lI"~Fmij.nse1.{rij: f?n1.{~, ij OlHJ.TT ~i'frcijre1.{T~f.ai1 

~UJ ~f{;:J.TfStUJrfq OJ ij~'l~~~, Q;q~ Ol'lr~ijrfit ~gijrtl{rJJi~~li.d : 

i61r~ijp;1.{J~liaij ~U)'t ~f{;ijIStUJrfq OJ ij~'l~1.{a I ~f~J.T;:!f'lJ(J.Tli.a­

~~~l{I'el1rij~a~, Ol~1.{~iii -'FT~q~-~:~ceHR~qUJ ~~~qijr?l+jfq 

Olr~+lJ OJ ij~'l~lia ; i61r~ij.n ~~li~~~Cf~a;:1.{~qceH~~~: ~~~qJlfit 
i61ijr~+lT OJ ij~'l~l{a I i61~~rq'~nllt ~'lrCf~rll"f =q om+H amB­

~Cf~q~Cf ~CI;liHJ.T~SCfta~1 OlrtR+lJ g ~Cf~Cfr~I~UJ ~~rR­
ft~1.{r.r~lIa, Cf~g;i:l~g; ~fa~r~~q!Jf O{~a o;Cf, o{fc+Hrt;:1.{ Q;q =q 

~Cffft~M~r1.{: II 

i:l~T =q Cf/?{T./fij - '~~~(~Cf ~ ~~~ ~~an:rta, if ~ a?J 

~~O+lrer ' (~. ~r. \j>- ~ -~, qT. \j>~\9) ~ta, 'OJ ~ fun:rUq~CI-



i=fl1~'1i~~ ~CJ Tl;:~~r ~~~Fn~ 31~~ Q;Cf ~qR1' (~.lIr. ~-~-~\.'), 

qT. ~ ~ ~), '~~~~~~~~~qlIr?t ~l~~Fclt Q;'f.~?1~W q{'iTtirf-l 

a~fta ~~ ~q ;J.i)RT~ a~'i~f~ qR'i1~qZ1~' ({i.lIT. ~ - ~- ~ t<., 
qr. ~ ~ ~)- ~fa Tl I ::f~~q?Jrftt alt'1IB~~:m~~!{r qft~fuqart ~qiJf 

~~r\ij'fj 31WH ~l~qr~~fq ijS{\O'-l~ ~fa lIP~~tfiT~ ~~ - ~fCT ~t~~ II 

13. 'This being so 'J that is to say, since there 
is nothing self contradictory in supposing that the 
mutual superimposition of the Atman and the non­
Atman is only due to a misconception. just as the 
superimposition of silver on nacre and the super­
imposition of being two moons on the single mnon, 
it is evident that the substrate on which somethin~ 
else is superimposed, is not affected in the least by 
the demerit or merit of that which is superimposed 
on it. So says S'ankara in the body of the Bhashya 
throughout. All illustrations of superimposition, 
aim at persuading the reader that the super­
imposition of the not-self on the Self, does not 
affect the real Self by the demerits of the not-self 
in the least and likewise, the superimposition of 
the Atman on the not-self, does not confer any merit 
of Atman on the not-self. Atman remains the same 
entity of the nature of an eternally pure conscious 
and free principle never tainted by any of the defects 
of not-self such as likes and dislikes, and never suffering 
from the miseries o f the mundane transmigratory soul. 
And the not-self is never raised to the higher rank of 
enjoying the merits of eternity etc., which really 
pertain to Atman. ;No merits or defects attach them­
selves to Reality in this case, because it is all a matter 



of mental aberration and nothing affecting the objects 
mistaken. 

With regard to the first of the two illustrations, 
for instance, S'ankara says : 

(1) " One merely thinks that it is silver, but really 
there is no silver there at all." SBh. 4-1-5, p. 467. 

And with regard to the second, he says: 

(2) "The fact that one suffering from defective 
eyesight sees the one moon as though she were many, 
does not mean that the moon is actually many." 

SBh. 2-1-27, p. 213. 

And with regard to the illustrations of the ether, 
he has written thus: 

(3) "On the real Atman of the nature of being eter­
nally pure, conscious and free, the form of being a jiva, 
just the reverse of what He is, has been superimposed 
like surface and dirt on the ether." SBh. 1-3-19, p. 115. 

oq'{~tt'ijSl~'ij~ ij~q, ~fij¥l'ttt~f~m~~~ 

~ 'd. f{~ ~wm, i1~HHf~rq<fT~r~qijr~:q<fijr ilt~ijrSjFf­

filflJ~; f{~Fi~ fTt?:!;fi~~ 'O{~fTt~'i.', 'lti:r~'i.' - ~fct ~m7i<fi)s~ 
~'6Olfet~I~: ~~ll~ ~TlSlletli:flf~ lf~r~Cf I:{q a:rfil~rlf: - ~Cf~Cf~­

~~~r~Tqf.1'iJ;~.u ~rm Pl~'lISjTrj~~ur:; CfM~~ ~~ 

'01~'i.', 'JIlt' ~fu o'lqtlr~:-{(ij I "I ij o'l~lfFfEtiTH:f~Cf: o{~~T­

~tt~qr~rijitstltil~l~: - ~R\ ~~ffiCf'i. I lf~r =if fTt~l1rSjrWf~;~: 

f{l=ll~Sjri'f~Rtr;:;:$l~~rPl~'lT~f~q'lrlf I:{q Cf~r 61~q~ijq o'lTR­

~'lTff{Cf~ ~rQ.{~mr~~It~~"Irfq ~~fq~Rt I I:{~~qfif~g:q 

f{!l~r~RlSqltr~Q.{qri:f~~Jq ~fiTlSq~ I 6lfit =if olfr~lfTi'f~~·Hij 



f?p.:~r~r"~~Tijal{rSOJf s:ret)T~~1T ~~q~r cIT, ~Qi:{I~Fa~~J1ar 

{{f:TT;:fiar ~rClf~I~l1.J~~i1 ~~a:~fif~ar efr '&1~~r~Rti:, ~ ~q~ 

mlS!fr~Hq~~aT, f4i ~ ~fa~fui~{i~r:q ~cli~ ~~lUlr;a~J1~a 
iT!fir~T~; ~~!fiHUr {{T ~Mi : ~ ~q~ ~$!'~rqRr~T~ITQRr~~TUll~l{f 
~~ cl{I~'1Ffl!fil~1J1 ~rl:lj~ fu~r;a~~~ili)~, fct ~ tr~~~fc1~IISl{­
~~I!j+rCl{P.ilJUl~q at~~T~roqa"Tl{rq~rl{~~ijlt~i'Clf~ aij I a~~r-

" ~~ ~~~~ffirn~I~~tlift~ i!'m~q~, 8f<:f.Jt~(f~ , "F.tUI· 

If'~l, !:Jiiffi:, 'i:nA~UJ~ , 8f<:t{'ffi~, (f~:, C51~UJ~, ~lJ": , ~f9'6:, 

If~'~fa: , f;fifl, "~t~, II'llIil~~ - (ffi..,. \'Io;f ('J~ iilg"11 ~ll:~ 
~ff;:lJ"~ ~(t ~CJI~f~a~~O'JJJtlI~~q\'llez~t~ !:Jre ... q 5fl<W~lql~CliI 
f.tul1f.~tchr~m:'~'filt~mf~: ~~a srllil~I"O~I~ifra~qB~~'t~I~­

f~ffi: "ifl~d~tm, {t~I: q'~'lJUfu~tt~CJ~qft"O'Ji~fa~," fa~;y­

f5filJ"t~fw.~~mTlJ": ii~~i(mCf~~q.~I"1I~: ~~~~5;:~i(i.i'I'ifB~la\i1JTffi: 
~qsrct>I~JTI.nSqit~TS&~,iT ~fBl1~I({ ~~~(tPlJ"1 s~<l:ii~: 8nm­
"11~tfTt fflt:~ez ~lCfarn sr~~~q'l8: I [1;I:;;f ~~9 ~~R<naf.t'fut~­
q~IJIII1141~f.mIlJ"t ~(t~lJ":] " " q. qT., qT. ~o. 

a1?( ~!iffi~ar rJ~rf+J~rl{T: ~tlSl{¢!~aT: aJ;li7l
1 g~~t 

'" ~'lgr {Rl a~ i1 qU5fi~l{~ I at~ ~ 6l~~rijrl{~r~efi~~'l qUr<i l{~r 

{{~~Ifq ~fct~IISl{~fui~w;:'l. , a~r ~{lict qrCfllil!ii~1~~~~~lIa I 

Q;aiJ llr\}l{~{I~;jT~IS~a'l iT<fiI~~lrl ~~~l ~T~frllij~a:lllija­

~~T;:ar~~r~JJTtlf~~a~r~~I;:fillflrfij ~~cf ~qRl I ~TIS~ alqQ. 
ijTl{r~~q~~ qfuTa'l, -

" ~~~ ~~~ cm~lta (i( !olff.mlififuQfl ill~~q 6~"lJ"~!f1.~1· 

~f;f~:;;fof\~ ~ql{Sfq~~lta ~~~~~'IJRlJ" ~H~I, Iflf~:, srii~ftfi.!! ..,. 

~~~'~U'~I;~a II " ~. ~!. ~-,-,v, ql. ~fJ'. 

1. 'q~qr~<!ir5£~ri{'l' ~~fu\:lr;ft~ <F. 'q(l~;:~Cf.~r.t~~(I'5[Cf.~Ur <!ir~f(7,ll-
If::}il~~ II - ~. at. 51'. 



at~ i1rij~q 61Re:rrq;~q~ g;c;r ijTllH~ro~ {fa ij!1i)~~ 

~psl1~ar I itonrCjlr~~~ ¢Ifcf~q ijT~T {fa e{~~ ijTlfr~~~q~rqrii 
atfif~r~tr~ 6'{'C7.fTij ~rlS~ ij~~r~~;s;:ra ~ijrq~ {l~~T 61r.r~~ 

~fif~l q;,~qcUliT t{~ ~FHlfT '3'iR'ar~~ ol{r;q~ ~ta t1~ ~Hr;~· 

~U~: I ~pn:q ~rlS~s;:l{~rfll ~Hl{ r J;fr Offcr~r<fi~1a;q~, itlfiT­

f.l~~'T ~;:llsfll '3'ir~rm:, 3,1~~q, - ~~'1r~lt: m;~T: rrrl{re{r:qiti~~~q 
en(l6~~un'ffir:, o~r qft~~ ~i'{mfilcl{a ~~~m~ ~q~ij II 

14. So far, we have seen that there is no reason 
why the original Bhashya beginning with fu~G"t5J'iJ(;fftr~: 

should not be taken to mean what it literally amounts 
to, - that all human procedure, is due to a mis­
conception - and that the forced interpretation of 
the statement as referring to a hypothetical avidya­
s'akti, which is the material cause of false appearances, 
is fa r-fetched. This conclusion is confirmed by "the 
Bhashya itself as we shall see presently. That S'ankara 
meant by the term m~<rilTJliJ (mithyajnana) just what 
it says ' Wrong knowledge' may be further seen 
from quotations cited from the Bhashya in the 
Appendix to the present work. 

Moreover, that the avidya-s'akti which is here 
taken to be what is meant by the word Mithyllji1ana 
- be it an invention of the author of the Tlka 
himself, or borrowed from some foreign tradition 
and adapted here to propound this theory - is alto­
gether opposed to 'the spirit of the Bhashya, is also 
seen from the circumstance that this sub-commentator 
attempts to prove the feasibility of its acceptance on the 
authority of the 'pramafJa' 'arthapatti' (presumption). 



For S'aYlkara here expressly declares that all pramaI}as 
or means of valid knowledge in empirical life are 
based on Adhyasa itself. This is also obvious from 
the fact that this writer identifies his 'avidya-s'akti' 
with 'maya' in direct opposition to the teaching of 
the Bhashya. 

In the lengthy extract from his sub·commentary 
which we have cited in the Sanskrit explanatory note, 
he has enumerated the following words as synonymous: 
'Avidya·s,akt(', 'nama·rupa' (name and form), 'avyakrtam' 
(undifferentiated\ Maya, Prakrti, sakti (potency) , 
l\1ahl'isupti (long dream), aksharam (the imperishable), 
l1klis,am - all of which have been expressly declared 
by S'arikara to be the names of Mayll (the unreal seed 
of samsara)! We shall cite extracts from the Bhashya 
in the Appendix to this work to show how S'atikara 
repeatedly declares that 'name and form' (the unreal 
material cause of the world) is invariably regarded as 
invented by avidya. We shall cite here one of these 
extracts just to serve as a sample :-

, {:I<i5!'~~"<lm 6roJl'lla ~if, 6J~'lI'Iq;~qa 'nJf~q a'€!.II;tlfqll=ql­

Jff.4ci~;ftq ~~lfSI'q$ilaftiif'ia ri~~"<l'~ Jl'ltlt, ~f~:, sr~ta:­
~fa '<:l ~fa~~(~h:f~~c~a " ~. ~I· ~-'-n. 'II. ~o,. 

" Name and form, which constitute the seed of the 
world of mundane life, conjured up by avidya, as though 

they were identical with the Omniscient Lord, but 

which are undefinable as Reality or other than That, 

are called C Maya', • Sakti '(potential energy), and 

'Prakrti' (primordial matter) in the S'ruti and Smrti." 

SBh. 2-1-14, p. 201. 
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Whereas it has been proclaimed _ in the Bhashya 
that name and form 'conjurc.d up by avidya' are called 
Maya, the author of the Tika has maintained that 
the Avidya-s'akti is itself the Ma ya and that' Akasha' 
etc. are all names of that hypothetical avidya-s'akti ! 

( ~ll'ltr~) 

(f1tijqFclQ't~7.lijr~qT~(~;flft:ij~(fU~qTij S;{~~~ ~~ 
w.fIlJ{~fr7.lQ7.I~~TU ~1~~T ~~~I~ ~i'fr:, ijef.fUt :q 

~(~lfUt ~NJlRl~~m-~q{lfUT II 

~ '-\. 8~qJfct:fr~~r~~~~ ~~rolf a('i~lfifcr tf~~lrq 

o'1q{[rl:~ ~i~rUli:q ~irfi\"~ '~tfffl~s~ ~~;!fCfflH:' (~ 
lfCl. ~m~lH€I ~~qa:, 8({;:r?l ~~lif ~mUJ!;flllfo~q{[ruUJf ~n~Ult '<l 

"'-
a(~~HHilq ~1{RtRRt ~~fi\"gijT~~ij - '(fita,\, ~(lflta:~T II 

aT~ :q 'l:!;ir~&1UJijelfrij qfo:sar a]fet~Rt · J1;lf;ij' ~~ 

'ijilaij~?lr~q~ ereqm~' ~Rt :qf'<~lfi{1~;:r 6lfet~r~!l~et~r~qr~i'f 
q({~ ~r~11lfir~: ~~~ If({~~~''f qR~rMa~, a~ir~~Ujr\!lf~"i­

il~fft ~~Hl.~ o~(qr~lfRt I olfq~T{~~~ fetq&1€1:q fcl~1!llfcl 
~~ ~ijIUl~olfCf{[m '~~efiT ~ta:Efira1' ~Rt; '~'ijllfUl:q , 
~Rt :q~;~~ ~T~UJt ~rijl(~ olfq{[T{~~r;~.p18ilq i ~Rt:tH~Tl!it 

'olfq{[,~:' ~~~'ffi g ~~~Olr~~ - {fa (l."iflfRt II 

15. 'This adhyasa the wise call Avidya', ' Now on 
the basis of this adhyasa called Avidya a~ their prius, 



all species of human behaviour relating to the means 
of valid knowledge and their objects, proceed'. The 
repetition of the word 'adhyfisa' in both of these proposi­
tions, obviously precludes the possibility of supposing 
any kind of avidya other than adhaysa, at least so far 
as S'ankara is concerned. In this particular paragraph, 
he affirms that human behaviour whether.in connection 
with mundane life or with life transcending it, which 
may be revealed in the S'astra, has for its presupposi­
tion this particular avidya alone. This proposition 
refers not only to human behaviour but also to the pro· 
cedure based on the holy revelation teaching duty to be 
done or act prohibited, and the discipline to be under­
gone in order to intuit the real nature of Brahman for 
the attainment of Final Release. '~9ffr:ils~ iiftct;cll<r~I{: ' 

used at the commencement in the Bhashya, must be 
presumed to include the procedure of the S'astra to 
enlighten aspirants for human goal in their common 
life, common life being presumed to include human 
procedure in the attempt to attain the goals of life, 
whether these have to be reached in their present life on 
earth or through some transcendental means revealed 
in the S'astra. 

( ltl"q~ ) 

~~ ~~~~~'Clrn:qtf,fOt ~~tJ,~f.l ~'I'rOJ'~ ~T~rfUt 
~Rl y il~qij - ~fr~J~!I 3ltq1JTflllTTVI~rt~ 
wmr~ClT~q~' ~1fl'Jl~~~tffl: I rr itR:tfTotf~~ttf 
~~~,~oqq&Tn ijllCfRl I ~ ~T~Tij1fw=~~1lT ~fr~qJlllj 
oqq&r~: ijijqRl I rr ~'Wf\."tffifT~ijllr~rt ~ij ~~~ 

Otfl~t{~ I ~ ~~ftq~ ij;(f~~ amRt am~~~~: 



~qr~~q8:qq~ij' I e:{ ~ ~qr~~qq;:ij~UT ~'ffUT~i~f~f~fut I 

~~,~ 3TfctQFd~'lqru~CI ~~q~,~f.t ~rUT'f.t ?UI~'fU1 ~ II 

~ ~. 'tfi~ ~~n' {~lIr~ lI~r~(ij~Tijr~lIT{l~~:{l~ilq {lc/f 

OlI~i~H: Slqaa ~ta ~~~<lT~ m"l{~ I ~~~f ~~ii~ ~ifTlJ(r~­
o?lq~r~: ~qclij ~ta ei)s~:? 01fc1~Tq;aitqr~~ ~ifIIJ(Tf.1' ~qa;a, 

('fa ~q =if {lc/f ol{q~TU ~qcflRt =if I 01msfi:t ~ifTlJ(ol{Tqr~~:;j'T 

01'C1.lT6~!lJ!1Jfll~qT~TrJT~~1J( ~roqfll~~~ ~qta I qa~q ~ ~~­

SltaCJ=ifrJl~qf fcI~lJa q~UI ~rtilJ~TiTrJ II 

~~ {lJq~~rrHir ~ijTOJrfrr o?lTqT~lIf;a \ifi=fT: I ~ijTUTrJ 
~lIfc1q-~ lI~T~~I~ ~Ilrfct ijijfffi'if ~~qrn~ ~frre:frr'l~~ 'if 

~lJa;a - ~Rt SI~~ ~~ I 3T,~q ~fUT'~ij~CI~~: - '1I~ 
~t{lrfflr~r{lTq~~~ ~'lRf: a ~ijT~T ; a ~f!r~ q(lluitta atl. 

qijTOJ~ ; 1I1s'4: Slffilla ijtl. ~itl{~ ; lI({~fcI~r~ {IT Slfilta: ' 

(;qT. ~T. 01q. ~. 0 ~ta I ('f~~ ~~a l{: ~ijr~I~~q~q~~<tt 

ij qq ~ ~r;:T~ 01~fclq-l{tfi{1JlI~~TrJrl{ ~ijrUITfrr OlIrqHlIta, a~~~Ta­

~fi{~l{~~OJq~W frr'l~T qT ol{TqHl{~HifTrJfijta ij~~~fij~~ I 

a~Cfi~~ 81fc1~rq~lJij~l{l{o?l~~~~fuf.:'J'lRl~qrlJjj ol1q~TUrJj t 

~~tfirrJf ~T~llJrrJji qT 01~'ifrClm:q-lJ~CI~ ~ta ?-~~rqIRi=f: ~~: II 

16. 'How can it be that all prarrHiIJ,as (or means 
of valid knowledge) have for their locus an unwise 
person? ' 

This question itself implies that the present dis ~ 

cussion in the B~a.shya, is about an unwise person who 
is said to superimpose something on something else. If 
avidya is really the mental process of superimposing 



something, surely, it cannot apply to one who seeks right 
knowledge about something. The followers of Nyaya 
have defined these terms (pramatr &c.) as follows ;­
" One who is urged to get or avoid something and 
therefore engages himself in enquiry, is Pramutr (one 
who wants to know things correctly), that by means of 
which he ascertains the object, is Prama1Ja; the object 
ascertainable is Prameya; and the correct ascertain­
ment of the object is Pramiti." This being so, how can 
they be pramar.las (or canons of right knowledge) if they 
are employed by one who is unwise, one who has not 
discriminated the true nature of this distinction ? 

~ \9. al?f R:i~f;:;:fi qft~JHHi[ ~enfi:r~fl{ijTfclcli~'\ I ~(4 

~ijT~r <llij ~ill1a't~ f\Tf~n6lJr ~ijfriy ol1rqr~lJffiRl j ~~T(q 

~~ ~ijr~~~r~~qlfij tJ;CJ tlTCJ~ al'C?lHl~!~1UHfc)~TCJl!!I=~~i:J ~Rl 
~ij: I ~ll" ~ 'a:j~ ~~S~~' ~~lf'ClJtijr~ij+rT~ij~ ~ ~ijTaf ~Iij, 
aij~grCffUl \f;;::l1lfu:~mlJ{lfrr oqfqf~llRl I '~f;~l1f<{t~ ijij , 

i 

~~?lfilJ:fFIf~i:J ~ ~ffrr OlJrq!~~g;m(a I etiijfr~l1rfl1l 'if ~~~~qT 
{~~t6a e:{~~ ~i[T6Rl 'if I tJ;~ 'if frr~l1fc1q~lJ{: O1T~ij<l:, ~~ 

Oltrll~J:fFf~ ~~Fif~~ ijij+[l~ =qrrHfi.l~ '1i~~r~ >Iijf~~i{ +r~~ ~ 

~ ru: :a:ytr~~ fc)q~iJjT ~~ altijijf'Cl1fij fc)<lT ~l1rlJ{o!JlqT~I~~ 

ij+[C/Rl I ~mrQ.. O{r~ijfi1f~ij.nfta~tl~~r~J~l=ll~I~I=~ e:{~ij;l{ijI<l~~i:J 

JJijrlJ{~il!.{or.ri:Ji[f~: - ~R1 R:i;a" ~'CliTtr'i~1i~ (1~qf ol1i:Ji[l~IIJ{I~ 

,.-~~l{f~~TlJ: I e:{fi:t 'if ' alt q~qr~ " 'e:{l[ ~on~ " 'Olti ij;lt " 

!Oft ~~~ , - ~~llr~~qIJHfi:t ol{:fIH,\ a-q~~l{a ~1i:, ~~~ eti~~T~ 

ol1i:Ji[r~~T~~rn:ql{~C/Ji;a~1J{ ij+r~Q.. ? - ~~1Ifi:t ~~r ~:eol!r I 6l?f 

FI~~~~~~?f e:{'ClJf{1~'1iT~~c:;iTOJijrl3l1fc1J{~~ ij~l3l1fftt:ql~f iJIi:JQ. II 



17. Here the Vedantin wishing to amplify his 
reasoning, replies as follows: True, one who desires 
to get what he likes and to avoid what he dislikes, 
necessarily discriminates and has the right view of the 
enquirer who wishes to ascertain the nature of the 
object and employs the means of valid knowledge 
as such, in his u:ansactions. But the fact that he 
assumes himself to be one who employs the means of 
knowledge in common life, is itself based upon the 
ignorance of superimposition of the me-idea upon the 
body and the mine idea on the senses and the mind. 
Moreover, there is this additional human misconccption 
of directly identifying oneself with each of the senses 
and the mind also as when one imagines facts in the 
form 'I am blind " , I think so " 'I doubt it' or 'I 
quite understand it' and soo n. The real Atman who is 
ever unattached to anything objective, is thus wrongly 
supposed to be identical with the body, and to imagine 
the senses etc. to belong to him. Hence all human 
procedure relating to the means of valid knowledge 
a.nd their object, etc. is undoubtedly based on this 
particular species of ignorance. All these varieties of 
superimposition will be taken up for consideration 
presently. 

( ¥I""~~ ) 

q~t~fll~~~q{~ I q~ ft q~J(p;n ~~f~: 
~);r'~~f ij~ ijfij' ~~'fa:fcl~it ~rn~~ ~ta- ijID 
~~~a-, aT~~~ :q SI~a--~~U ~QiT~ijtfit !l~q~~a~­
aq~iq ~f ~rijifqfli~~mfij' q~~ijq'~llra; ~ft:6~01~­
q{fOH!q~iq ij sr~fllU~lletfr(f - ~~ !l~q{ aTfq o~q~_ 



R'qU ~{~J.I!'l: 31l~)!iRH ~m~Hrtfi{r'l: ~~~cr aq~~q 

am f;{3.~rij, ijftr:rficrl"3: ~m Siijijra I aTcr: tT1:rrrr: 

qll6ff~f~: ~~1'UIf ~plri1l~i:rq~tT~~'{: I q~T~rtf:q 

~ffi:itsFtr~et2:Hijn ~~.n3"r~~qij~:rn I ij~BTqrr~~~;:YI~ 
~~~qfu+TC\'r'lfq ~~'fTUlf ~~all~c;qe{~Tn Q~~r~: ij~:nrr 

~fu ~~Tqij II 

~ <:. ~m!1f~itlt;ltCfrnU ~fitiOfir ~~"iir~ \5I'C1.1rH~~rrrr· 
fcl~r~{:f!u: - ~Rt ~fctSJT~, ~~I~lSqtllllrMllF'ICfcr QCf ;ltq~H: "1 

~qf!W~ ~~~~I(q<1 ~~lf:;fr~+rFn~f!rftufi ~fui: p.~f:{yaT I a~t\TlJ,'­
J.f+~~lt: - 'qsmfu:M~r~it~rQ' ~Fct I Ol:;f o~enn~mai~"l 

~«:l1.1;~q~~~<i; ~'lR1~'-t ~r~r;:it<1 fclCfffllar {Rt q~r~~~~~~ 
~~~~ l1CfRt I 3l?l ft fclq~ci ~H~~~fil~ ~C!. t!~ttt ~rfU1rjf 
~lf&lT~SJr"1~g~ o~rqr{: OfitlfUr ~~fu~~=tlf;:lta{~q'rsFcl<:;fr~~;f!{ 

q~Rt I lfl!1r fu q~r~lt: ·~~~l1F.lct1~lfr ii)j~f!fcp:nl1~<tl~qr err 

Ofiijg ~a.cfqr<1r:, ?;"fHllriJ ~t[T~~ij~~Et"l \5I'bl!~~er tfCJcf;~, tt;:i 

:i~~r ~fq ac~Br~gr'1<ti'~ 6l~;::rTEJif~qd~~I~il=t~rmllriJ ni~l!r· 
iifi~qlf;:a ttef ~qcf;~ ~Rt I ~J.jt~g fcf~q: - ~~~r e~~q~R~~efr~ 

~R.>.n~~rf:!qr ~Mar: ~ffiCjf;a fcl~Tg,~ , ejfii~p:n ~~~l~q;fa.~~~r 

q~ "liij~ ~qarJ1~, ~t[r~~ ~ Cf~g~ ~1311~~~lflJm:qu {Rt i11~­
~~q~qr {Rt I ~+rr~grri"Er~ g q~rRq~ef 6lfq~<f.liaflr~lfTSJI~~q 

~Bn<3) ;lf~~{;:ffiRt I a~?:~'ffi~ - ~~q~T~~tf~mn cr~~r~: 
e-qrr{ , d~ II 

18. It was at first stated that that all procedure 
connected with means of valid knowledge and their -



objects, whether it be secular or Vedic, presupposes 
adhyfisa (otherwise called avidya 1. How this is, has 
been explained by appealing to intuition and ampli­
fied by showing that all employment of the orpllS of 
sense, presupposes the superimposition of the b ')dy on 
the Self supposing it as something corresponding to 
the notion 'me' while the senses located in the body, 
function only when treated as pertaining to oneself. 

It is now proposed to amplify what was originally 
implied by the term ~)(i;;qit~3'l:: (human procedure) by 
citing the illustration of the procedure of lower animals 
like beasts. It is well known that lower animals like 
beasts court or shun objects which they like or 
dislike instinctively and not on the basis of any correct 
knowledge arrived at by reasoning. The behaviour of 
rational beings like men, is also just like that of lower 
animals; for they also instinctively proceed to get 
thir.gs which they like, and turn away from things 
which they dislike without having recourse to any 
reasoning at the time of their engagement in any 
action. The only difference between the two, is that 
men can apply their means of valid knowledge and know 
by reasoning why they are forced to act in the wrong 
way they usually do. That all action is based on mis­
conception due to non-discrimination at the time of 
acting, is common to all creatures. It is thus evident, 
that S'ankara is referring to human behaviour in the 
form of activity in particular, when he says that 
instinctive behaviour of men is due to a series of mis­
conceptions due to non-discrimination of the distinct 
nature of Atman and not-atman. 



( ~Il';~~) 

~n~T~ Q oqcnn~ ~~fq ~f~'l~~iTU .,!~~~t(T 
3Tr~qij: q{~6fiijq~~qNf~~ff t ij~Tfq r{ ~~lrij~~~ t 

..A " ~~ • (' 31~"lr~i~(l!i}~, 3lqil~&Jat;rn~~~,\ t 3lijB'T'Q'I~q~~q-

~~6fir~sq~qij I 3l~q~qr~N~I~~U~T=ij II 

( e<rT~ln ) 

~~. ~Tft~clief~l"t s.TqctlJFI: qsar~~~~ur a:r~~~-
~{~ij{~ef ~ef~~-{~~g rJTJf; ~~~ ~ otfCI~T~ cn~ijQ~ tf~~ ~ 
'1 ~ mr~E:m~'1T: q{~~f!~Jir ~C{Fct~affi~U)\ijmr~i'J~~ elf 

3l~~Ti'JFH; ~re:~ EfiijfUl ij~ctmi'Jr ~~+l{;a - {~r~~~rfI -

, ~'~1~ Q t ~fct II 

~~ ~~r~o!{fuft~r~~HfuT~q;ur~ ~~~ollq~r~iNtf.IRdils~T~~ 
olJefi'fr(~r~~r~{~H{~~ G;~fitlS~rift(1:fl~ R:r~r;ffi - '~~fq' ~rd I 

~?l' ~gJfrfI - ~ ~f~'l~~TU t {rd I 'f!~?lT 3lM ~Qr~f!Wra­
c~RtR~ ilrtJfi ~;:p.r.:a{~Efif;:a~tf~;~1 '-~fu f<:lfu:Qefr~ij (9g ~f~~ 

QlJCI{[I~ ~~f!f~~ <f,ijiU/ ijqct~ a,~n!Ui\;jrJI<ij ~qcfR - ~f#~ lfTq: II 

~~ QfiI ~~r~~Efi~~~ij~elJeff[~~~ql:;fl~Rn:? - ~~!n~~~r~­
ij~trft~T~t:T' I Ci~ ~G;da;n~~T~+f~r~ V!r~T~lJ~ ~ef f! '3lFc!t\T<\' 

{tB olJq~~;qa I 'mS~i1TlJrrqqlB' ~cii m~ ~d ~~~l1~~fa' ('i. 

~-~-O, 'ij~ ~ qua:r~' (~. ;Z-~-G), '{1 efT Q,£f Jf~Ffiif 

alr~Jfr' (~.'I?-'I?-~'-\)-~Rl ~a:T;i:i:JT<p:pr;fI"~ '~~~p1~CJfr ~~i1..'­
{rd fc\':tTr~ ~ q{~~~lrn~reri'J~iil-f£j~I~ "illlP{lIa; 3l~q~:rn~ I 

'i'fi~~<{:, ~ijCfi~m'ffiT :qrQ:~' {fa ~~ ~~nij liBrf\;jeJil~ a:rll~lI~-' 
~~l{r~<l: I ~~~ 'lIllP{l(ij - '31M~Td~{U$Ef(=ij' I ~~~mJfFc!s..H~ 
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i!iil1rfuq;l~~T ~~t'4~ I ~ ~ U;~R~FI~Tii.. 'i31~ ~q~ ~4Cl"q· 

~~Fr, 3l~J1..' ~c~qC\~z:nN~nqH. ~~fct I ~1~f~~~ffi ~~r ~em~~· 

q~g~rm t=lTN<tir{T, '3e:r~ ~Clr,rolTq~r\f!1 tjFj&1T<:.rr~TB~GlA*J1;jq'{c!TQ j 

G;~~ eHtl1r~I~l1Fcr~n?ri1 d':ir~orF4~r~~ ~~~'!.fr~~<1 ~f~a~r;r.. fu 
itcu;a~~mf1~~~Cir1.. ~~~ I Cf~F'. ej~m~l<tiBfOT ~<lf~~t'-l~<:Jr· 
j~~{1~o~'~H ~iiI - ~~[jf~>n~: \I 

19. It may be admitted that one who engages 
oneself in acts concerning secular life, is ignorant of 
the true nature of Vedic matters; but how can one 
who has ascertained h is nature as related to another 
birth or to the other world, be said to be ignorant? 
Has he not acquired the knowledge of his self as 
distinct from the present body, and also as trying in 
the present life to reap the fruit of his action in some 
other birth or in another world? 

To this objection, the Vedantin's reply is 'True, 
he does have the knowledge of his self as distinct from 
the body of the present life, but still he is ignorant of 
the true nature of his Real Self knowable only through 
Vedanta, the nature of Atman who is beyond' hunger 
and thirst etc. • (Br. 3- 5-1), and as a non-transmigra­
tory Principle which is devoid of the distinctive 
features like the Brahmal}a or Kshatriya Varl}a. This 
latter knowledge not only serves no purpose for one 

- who is engaged in something to be performed, but is in 
fact, opposed to the qualification necessary for one who 
wishes to perform karma. 'l\Te all know that a person 
who wishes to attain the result of his action like karma, 
must possess the idea' I have a desire for the effect of 
this karma, I am possessed of all the requisite qualities 



needed for one who has to engage oneself in kan:. a. 
I know the details of the karma ,:;..,d the factor3 and 
the process constituting it'. The k:lOwledge that one 
is neither an agent nor an e~)joyer of the l'esult of the 
deed to be performed, is evidently not only unneces­
sary, but is directly opposed to the knowledge needful 
for onc who is to eng::tge himself in it. 

How aU the S'astras are intended 
for the ignorant only 

{". r-.. r-.. ~ t".. r-.. ~ r-.. • 

Iqr~~rijtf~q~rrUT ~r~J11~·nq ~p1r~Tftf~r!!~:ij~ 

!J~~1Fr 
( ~I~;!f~ ) 

~Ff~ ij~.n~ijf~'lttfijT;rr~ ~qijqrij m~ 31Ftl~;nCff~tf~~ 
~HRlctij~ I ij~' ft - ' 1fIf;(IJI) 1l~G t ~~,~f<1 ~a~lfdi 
::m~+f~ qO'()?1~Cf1fts~~t~Fl~I1I~rjFJ+nf~~q ~etij;:ij II 

( ':ln~"i1) 

~ o. ~~~ ~~ qilTUIqqlloqq~JU (i5rrctiif ~f~~r!l-l ~c:~mt 
~ ::\. - "., ~~ £:> 

~~~~~(i~ ~~~r:-'~~"'IiJ~ olir~llT6~ I 61~f.{I;:n frCfl"llJi ~ ~r~nr.f 

Ftf~~q.~m~q~,fc1' -~~~6~t e;~fRi~llrmG~ i 6l:UQ: - '~Tef~~ 
~~qlfG:'1T I ll~T ~rfel:i~~'!Mf..'{~l ~fcl~,9it(~f?r~:qr~r~ij~~~qlfi1a 
~ij, q~ fiHijlT°l{rq ~Mq~lfUT QRfq~fmf1r ~~"{ffur:q ~~r­

ClfOrart~r~~qlfo!~rqc~~~ o~cqT~f4$l~q ~~~!~ - ~~Ff~: I "li~('rfur 

fi{G.~1Cl ~ ~T@; ~~n'f,r~en'fi~Fit m4~~ fi1~lm~ ~r ~ ~raRqrf.{­

fljq§, fct 6fi ' ~6~Cfi(i5ijlfij ~T~6: q~c'liB ~i~~~, ~a~fitf!!fi;i 

~f~frF;f§ctr ~~~ ~T~~. '-- ~~~6r~fu :(. '[Ii?1 r.3 I ~~rt: ~rtlief~'1-
~ii!';;:l;1 ~~rqW:SJrql{6: ~rijl~ oljFif[I~~ ~FiJo4 fu1~it~Ri ~fti: II 



"ISf ffi~~Tij{ef~, 3"qrijVlrfcr~lfir ~Tij{i1fq li~~tl~1.fr o3lfcr'i:Tr~m:'ll1-

~~ rJlfu~a~; a{l{Jfq cn~~~mCf~~C(fcr~Ti=Jejm:'lli~efTQ.lli~T \if;+n;a~ 
~elllTttt efT ~~tti~OJ: tfi~ m~oli~-{ta cnr(!sT;:aHf~;:~ ~i=J fcr~Taolj" : , 
Q;C(it~qrRlSfrfq ijt;J~~ijiiJ;:~liJ~iJfc!~Ti=JCfar ~Fili'I. I a~(q g; MSJJol 

if ?t~I;:a~J~rJrlil~ffia~, :a:{qaij~&lSfr~cliIijltqfcr~FJr~;:ll~q, 

o3l~qmnrQ. ~qT~V1r~~HfeI~~I~-~fu ~l!oli'l. I CfSfJfq '7.f ~QJ~iJTi=J­

~~fei~ ~~;:~llaf~ ~~lJror,. ffiriJTor,. ~qj ~~9: ~~9: ~Tij:qTit llefta ' 

(gf. ~ - ~ -~) ~fu llfu~riJ:qm~tfi~ttai=J'l. I ef~lj"fu:q ffiU6~?tOJ 

1l1"1.fcnJ~: - (1) 'aSfTM~Tq~rlij ijiROJ: 3"qr~TqTe<fiT~~~OJ: ~~ 

oli~~H:' ({i. lIT. ~-~~~~, qr. ~~) ~fu; (2)' Q;~ ~ 
~C(r~lfqcn'.fj~~efmCf~~CJT~c(I~i=J ~i['ijr: cn~fef~~ i=J Fct~'t'-t;:~ , ({i. 

~r. ~ - ~ - ~ 1<.., qT. ~ ~~) ~ta :q II 

20. So far the proposition that human behaviour 
presupposes that all secular and Vedic Vyavaharas or 
means of valid knowledge and their objects, obtain in 
the region of ignorance only, has been explained. No 
human procedure whether for empirical purpose or for 
Vedic purpose, can transgress the bounds of avidya or 
superimposition, since every operator of the means of 
knowledge or action has to assume himself as identical 
with or furnished with ,a body and the senses and other 
means. 

We have now to see, how even the S'astras or 
revelations laying down injunctions or forbidding 
certain deeds as well as those that purport to teach 
the true nature of Final Release also, are for those 
who are ignorant and proceed only in the field of 
superimposition. In the present case, it is clear that the 



S'astra is for the ignorant who presume themselves to 
be identical with the body etc., for its injunctions 
and prohibitions refer to a Erahmal].a of a certain 
varl)a or caste, or to a Brahrnachari or Grihastha (a 
celibate student or house-holder) thereby granting 
that he belongs to an as,rama (stage of life), to one who 
has to perform the libation of agnihotra, thereby 
granting that he lives up to a certain age; and to 
one who has a son and has dark hair on his head, 
thereby granting that he is a -human being in a 
particular state and so on - all of which imply that 
these Karma-S'astras, lay down injunctions or prohibit 
certain deeds only for a person who believes that he is 
really the body etc. on which he has superimposed 
the real Atman. 

aT~tITm rtTif ' aTd~~~f%: ' ~~~~Tif I ij?l~T­
~~Ttf1R9: fcr~~!! ij~~~ ~T 'aT~iter fcrcr.~: ij~~ ~T ' 
~RI' ifT~~ift~ 3lr~;:tI~tf~RI' I ij~T ~~~'fT~ - '~~~s­
~~, ',;~)s~~, '{J1us~~; 'Rt~lfll' , '~~~lfll' , 
'~iftIlfll' ~RI I ij~T ~f;~tI~iJ1~ - '~cr.:', 'cr.IOH', 
'~if:', 'ifNn', 'arrms~~-~RI' I ij~I aTr~ncr.{u(~iftWl: 
~'if~q~~~~{ll~tItIijftflcflWl: I ~~~ - aT~51~~~~ 
aT~'f~51~I{mfi1ful sr~IIT~;:tf~tI~ ij ~ sr~tIt\,~ql;j 

ij~ij,faJoT ijrn:q~~urr;:~Hcr.{OlT~~~q~RI' II 



(~t) 

~ ~ • ~ aTefQ, ~Mi';;!lq~ru: q\ti)~ijif;:eltRJI~rFtWl: 
~r{?{11I;ltefflrU: ifi~qT~rflijiil~r~ ~fcl~rfctqlt~~ illR1q*a ~fct 

!.lRtqTra:a~ I srrrf'" ~~T;:~ifi~~r~ijfct~FWI.. srClcfijr~ ~T~?I~ Oi~r­
qfu:qq~~ WllreCfaa d~ '" sr~Jma~ I ~a<i lt~ef i5~qr{lrf,fclN~T~~ ' 
\;ltf~Tltr~ijffiq~ijriJ~ftaitCf'~~lftcir ~RI srcraiJFI WI. ~~?lr­
crm:q~~ rfrfct~a, ij~q m~qtiJfit ~I~ ar~~~H'ltft8 m~efiT~o}~ 
ilrtijSjFl srtfiT!U~iJ fi8T~Ft$! sri~1:CfT~ 6l~;:;rrClm:qltij~(~qqIR aitCf 
~qffiRt ~~l'J.. II 

. ~~GJ;ff {l~;llfit {lqrfar sriJJI1ITf.l {lcrt'rfar ~Jij{rfOT '" ~~f;~­
ltr~~ Ol~ijijIMJlTWlef;€J ;~~qT~Ftj}~ef sri{~Tf.l, WI ~ClT~iJTiJr~iJ­

~a=tq~~fcli~q~ 'ti~R~fit sriJTOJ~ ~Tij{~ efT sr~J~~J~ijr~ ~ll~ 

~~qqrG;Ftg;'J.. · ~el1T~srE6m~ fctij~ sr~~Ftj}Jlr~lla - '~~T' 
~fct II 

iI~~ '~3Jllpflra:~' ~~lI~rf ~~Qileffer ii~qT ~~J~ij~~ 
~fI~~~'ij~~sfit IlJta:rT ~Cff;(f I alSeftltT~ijoUS~;:aM'2f~~il srff1~~ 

~tijit~filij'oU ;ltefflJ~ {~qa - rCli!! ef'ffiolI~ ~~fclifi~ 
~~J?liJT~~ -~~ltr~lt: I a~T fu qP(llfct -

" ~ ... ~~q~(£I't~~~l~filfire ~;~ ~f~,"if~I;~:n~~, 

{lQ1 ~fil~~~ ~;~ 1'I~~1I11f'l~q "3~qta '~it" 
9;ms~it" fil~1l.' -~t~ei ~~C(~1f ~fil~l~~ wrf~fiI~IR,"": I ftail 

filfila~ai{ lilTiCiJ;qa fir;~nf~tlf~JI"filfiRf q;CI ~:~13~" ~fa" II 

~. ~,. ~-~-~" qt- ~ ....... 

{fct ~flef~TQ.. ~fiflf~~f.l~~. lt~T a~T 'JliJ' ~~lIfil~~msfit 

~ra ~qT Ofrfl - 'i((ig~1{)~' ~fct I 



Q;~ ~~1:111rrr,. ~~zrr~ISCjfq ~~?f ~~~rMlllolr ~~~­
'~~ijenir ~ltclfir ~~:' - ,~~lT~ijCfii~Of I ~~q~ ft: 6~?f ~6ff1i) 
o!{cHm:: '~~~S~~', '~~~ ~f[ ~~:', 'ii~SfI~', 'ii~ llf[ a:fI~' 

~~lfl~lT~~<fir~: - {fct II 

21. It has been shown so far how all human 
procedure based upon the knowledge of the means 
of secular knowledge and their objects, and of sacred 
knowledge based on the knowledge of one's self as 
an agent connected with the effects of action in this 
or the other world, presupposes the assumption of 
one's identity with a body and the senses and the 
mind functioning in it, or imagining them as 
pertaining to oneself. The only difference between 
secular behaviour and Vedic behaviour, is that in the 
latter case one has the firm belief and considers that 
one's self is distinct from the aggregate of the body 
and {he senses. But this assumption nevertheless, is only 
the outcome of ignorance or not knowing the true 
nature of the Atman who transcends all human life as 
taught in the Upanishads. It should not be supposed 
that the S'astras laying down injunctions of Karma 
and UpCisanCi (religious rites and meditation) alone are 
for persons ignorant of the true nature of Atman 
taught in the Vedantas or Upanishads. For even 
S'astras teaching Final Release from mundane bondage, 
are for those who have not attained Vedantic know­
ledge of the Absolute Atman. 

In order to clarify this point, the several varieties 
of superimposition, are now going to be set forth at 
length. The phrase (!1ll'2J1 (to explain: -) is for introducing 



tn~~ qctl;:;:"ftqi~I~ll;ql( 

all the details of misconception. First of all, the super­
imposition of the characteristics belonging to things 
outside one's 'body, and well known to be quite distinct 
from oneself, is being taken up for consIderation, just 
to convince the critical student that it is all a matter 
of ignorance. One's son, wife, field, monetary 
wealth, and the like, _are too well known to be 
distinct from oneself, and yet, we see that anything 
diminishing or keeping intact as belonging to these 
external things, is transferred to one's own self; 
as for instance when one thinks 'I am maimed' or 
, I am sound in body' according as such characteristics 
pertain to one's son, or wife, etc. Here the statements 
, I am myself suffering from this defect' (8{~~1t fil'$(S'; " 

or ' I am myself in sound condition' l«ifi<:?if .n) should 
be understood as illustrating both one's identity with 
an external entity like the son or the wife as well as 
the mistaken transference of the characteristics of that 
entity. S'ankara writes elsewhere :-

(1) .. Just as one suffers from the pain incidental 
to a burn, bruise or the like. owing to the delusion of 
one's identity with it, so also he suffers from the pain 
occuring to his son or friend, owing to the delusion of 
identifying to oneself on accouut of affection for them 
which makes him falsely think' I am myself the son' or 
, I am myself the friend'. From this, we arrive at the 
inevitable conclusion that all suffering from sorrow, is 
due to wrong identification." SBh. 2-3-46, p. 299. 

~ ~ • mSl(ij'Cl(rm fu:q~J~: - ijT~r~q~~ q~l(iJr~ij;l{fc{qlt 

q(ijr~e~it ~fct<:nq~~q~lfqClfctql(CI~+trlJ(rij'Clnij:, i3~q~hitij 
fctq~sfq ~qflrlJ(~~ijrlJ(t :qrel(Tij: q~ij: I ~fc{;:;rI~~q~lrq~qT­

'6l(q~~~ et~~~lIl(fctqit fcrq~fut ~~~~l{l{m:q~fctql{~ ~ijr·· 

Un~, CI~q6~itij fcrq~rffcr fcrqfitCl~r~l{rij: rn;fttl(: (Rt II 



l. 
II ~QB~ ~J - :nl~bJllh?lh~1tl~~:t~l~ 

·.h:t~l~lQh!~ltJ~\}!J1n}~:Q!l::!l~~ m~lt~l~~ :~lt~m~:\!.1hh~~~ltt~ 

JQ~l~~ltQ!~Q~~J ,~lFJhlJl~h?'le, h:t~bn~J ,1B~~, ~Hfd~ I ~J 

.~, '&I' -Ill '&-,,-, -lit-lf 

II I:!: ~~ (a-\-, '1~) ,:lO~~~~lb~~l,!t 
~~.\!!WI£~~~U.9 , I ~1D1l!~~Ji ~:i (" -, - \ • ¥t) , ~~~l&1tJIB 
~~.i§!~i:!J.9 B:J~I~ ~b:lW :JI~l~~, ~1~IIl!D J:} 1= ~~9 I ~:!~~~ 

IJI!l;J :lll!l:i li:!lijb~Js lO~hI!lJlbHS~1B ~~~rn .Il!~~ I I:!D a~~ i:!~~ 

I:!a J:i I ~h~ij~ a '~llbi~~Jf! ~JI ~~ ,:"~~~' ',:~~ ~l~, IJ.!~ 

·laY;;htl!;bl!lU~I.I!IJ!£ !aD '~llb~!;t~Ji ~b ~:l2 cll.\!l:!]!IB, h~!hltt~lJ.9 

.I!~u:t1tJ~a bta]!~Ha .I!~:tU:'~Il'\ ~~.t;y~la~~.teIb~l~~ Inlt (£) 

- :}J1lh$lllt 

I!: ~h~~ I :iibnh ~h~J ,:hh~htd~~lttlf., :IDHth~lh!: ~~~ ~~ll:t 

-.l:t~Jmh?1£ Ht~JJ£ ~lh~lbt.!,n}9i:Q!lln19~}l~]1~ ~titl ~~Q I ~J 

'0, \ 'Ib c~_a_ ~ -lit·lf 

II ~~ , I:!: ~&JlI~~l~JIi! ~t:t , - ~hll~bb~ ~t<.IuH ~~!b ~i1~ 

.B,Ji: J!;~a I hg;~J2!i!~Ji~~?~l!Ji B:jf:l>~I!l~ ~h~1flJ!;.Ii «'J 
- I!: ~h!~ I @J' 

.~,~ -Ib '~\-'t-~ -lit -If II ~~ 

(\-i-•. " -il), J!;D 1!J:t ~~~a~~~HNN~~rM~:a l:»:~SI:»:~ U:H~~~ 
~~~a :Jillk , ~b~}a ~:i 1cB:~ tltlBH"t},UU91 I 1t:!:i ('t - h - l -i) 

, ~~~ lI:U,t:t J#bllb J:~ laJ.!.I!, '~~ ('i-h -, -i) , hh~I.I! 
!,!ltl.9 1I!Ji~b:!1B 'h~}aU! ~ltlB IJ.!l:t~It:!lB, - :~~ 1= IRa 

I :I!.I!~a . :a.ll!it ~~!&b~ba~2:lbfiU'dIl!1l'\.IaI!I.I!'I!?t<!btb ~IHla (I) 

- &h:lllt ~~Q I ~h$l~~1t 

~}~l~ ~~~~Jlb !~B~!ebf!H ~~bl[il~ ll~kl£ I &h!:~:l1bfl:t~ 

-tmlth!r~.I:t~Jhhlf.~l~~!~~ll£~lt lfl:t!t:~!JJ'i!;Q I :p1.tEJ l~l11?lt 

·l1nlJ:t~Qhh~~!~hln}i!:k!l£ ~~b~ tE,l!th~t~lttJ1;Q 

~& :1l1~D!:Hb31B 



15f~~,;ff ~il : er~r~q~&l~~il ~fi:r~ ~~lflfW1Frt fcrq:qa;sr~frUjr~ 
~elm:r : Cf{ll :~H;:Cf:if,~Ujr~f.iq\:lm:r: - ~~~Cff{ Sl~~fl1~l1~ OIT~ -

, ~~qt}J~f1.Iij~ ' ((~n~rJT I 6l~'iT: (q~ 6l~~~: ~:qTU : 

~~ijij~T"l ij~Cfl1: , ~qi ij: ij'~ ijr~'ct tt"l!!T ~l~Frt~l1~Cf;:l1~qOI 
~~T~ilrq~rijfl1aT, CfRtr;r,. Sl~l1lfT~JJf.:r SlfftR ijqr;a~ ~r~~~ 

~~rcij~ Cf~~ll : ij~rel1~ €I :q sr~l1lfT~JJT~ B~9T@.UJ~ 15f~~mfa:­
ij~~l!r~ ~'irfq fcr'i~€j1~ijm<flf~ I5f;:Cf:i!fi{OlIfa:~ ~~r~~r~~fuJJil ­
~f;i.llf~~f~~ l5f\:lf~ffi~~: I ij~~rtl1ij~ SlijTtl~~"l, 6lFrt~~rnJJ't~"'J, 

~~~rSl'l'tl1ff~fq~I!~~"l :q'Mij;:~ - ~~Qf+rSlTlf : II 

22. Now this superimposition is of two kinds, to 
wit, (1) the mutual superimposition of the immediately 
intuited Self and the objective phenomena together 
with the mistaken transference of Jhe properties of 
each of these to the other ; and (2) the mutual super­
imposition of the subject, objectifiable by the notion 
of me, and the objects ranging from the body up to 
the inner organ (the mind) together with the mistaken 
transference of the properties of each to the other. 
The second variety of superimposition has been so far 
set forth in detail showing how the objects and their 
properties are superimposed on the self objectifiable 
by the notion me. BadarayaI}.a is going to state in an 
aphorism (VS. 2-3-32) that this inner organ known 
by various names like 'manas', must be admitted to 
exist as otherwise we should be driven to the repug­
nant conclusion of having to face eternal perception 
or eternal non-perception. The Bhashya on that 
Sutra, 'says :-



(1) "Therefore that through the background of 
whose function, perception can occur and without which 
backgr ound per ception does not occur, is the Manas. 
Accordingly, the S'ruti says, • I have been thinking of 
something else, I did not hear it, my manas has been 
confi ned to someth ing else, I did not see it '. ' It is 
throug h the manas that one sees, through mana s alone 
that one hears' (Br. 1-5-3). And it also shows how 
d esi r e etc. are all its modifications ; 'Desire, willing, 
doubt, fa ith, want of faith, fortitude, absence of forti­
tude, shame, unders ta nd ing, fear - all this is manas 
a lone. " SBh. 2-3- 32, p. 281. 

Elsewhere he writes :-

(2) "That which objec ti fies all phenom enon a nd 
can function during a ll the t hree periods of time, is the 
manas. The same (manas) is spoken of a s though it wer e 
d ifferent and named owing t o its different modifica tions 
by d ifferent words such a s 'mana s', 'buddhi', 'ahanka ra ' 
and ' chit t a' . " S Bh. 2- 4-6, p.310. 

This being so, Atman conditioned by the property 
of the association called Ahankll ra (or the egoistic 
m ind) and functioning in conformity with it, identifies 
himself with it, and is spoken of as an object of the 
notion me (IF.~~sr(Q~m ... ,:) as stated at the commence­
ment of this introduction. Accordingly S'al'lkara writes 
in his commentary on Sutra 1-1-4 :-

(3) " It is by that egoistic agent (ahankartra) , who is 
t he object of t h e notion 'me' (ahampratyayavishayelJa), and 
the locus of all concep t s (pratyayina), th a t all actions are 
done, and i t is' he a lone that experiences the fruits of 
t hese actions. " SBh. 1- 1-4, p. 17. 

Therefore the several instances of superimposition 
that have been enumerated in the Bhashya beginning 
with avtn (as for instance), should all be understood 



to refer to the mutual superimposition of the atman 
corresponding to the notion 'me' and the objects 
of this knowledge, the not-self corresponding to the 
notion 'you' referred to at the commencement. 
. The last proposition beginning with ' ~"'i~s:r~~~.,~ 

"~'f~""'l"nf~IJ~"~~' t Similarly one superimposes the 
atman who is the locus of the 'me' idea on the inmost 
Atman who is the Witness of all the modifications 
belonging to him, is intended to explain the mutual 
superimposition of the Really Real Atman and the 
atman answering to the notion 'me'. 

Here, it will be noted that this superimposition 
refers to the Witnessing Atman, the theme of the U pa­
nishads and the empirical atman or the individual 
self who is here described as the object and locus of 
the me·noti.on ~Q~~~'fv:, "tQ~~. 

The real Atman here called by the name of 
Pratvaglitman (the inmost Atman) is expr-essly called 
by the name of 8likshi (direct Seer) in t he S'vetasva­
tara Upanishad which S'arikara quotes whenever he 
wishes to prove that He is the Brahman or ls'vara 
taught by the Upanishads as the only ultimate Reality. 
The full text runs as follows :-

~<iT ~: ~~8~ ~G: ~~11ft {:!;i~aPt'lnun I 

iliJr'~q~: ~Ii~alf"lql": ~,~ ~al ~~{?j) filglJ!&T II 

" The same Shining One (Deva) is hidden in all beings, 
the all-pervasive One, the inner Atman of altbeings, 
the Superintendent of all actions, the Indweller in all 
beings, the Witness, Conscious-entity, who is alone (in 
and for Himself), and without any qualities." Sve.I-6. 

In the Appendix will be found some quotations, 
where S'ankara refers to this Sakshin, the Witnessing 



Atman as distinguished from the empirical Atman 
or individual soul well known to be the object of the 
notion 'me'. We shall there cite ex tracts wherein this 
Witness is referred to by the name of Pratyagatman 
(the inmost Self) also. 

~ ~. a1~ '~~qEl1~ij er~Ot!1'i?:j~ a 'if ffl~lJj~ 

a1;:a:!I){OJ'~C:{~'1~fu' d~ +frcm~lfr ~arq~qr'Ct!1q~ir lf~ 

{lr~fUl q{ijr~f{c~ 6lrJ:a~ri[f:rU~{'C1l6c~sfq {lrfflwT: ~c~~~ 

~~~a;:t!1~q~iif efT '" ~S:;:1.{a; ifltlf(f:ruf?:~ ~1fu1IJj')s-
~lf6(~sfq a:t~Rr~ijt ~lfflrJJ') !!OJT: ~l~~a;:ll{{~~c;:H~~ ~!! 
fcf;fu~fq orre~~Fa I if :q ~aoi{ ffrffllonstlftt!1~~~ a«iT~ n:r~1mrt 
qe~~afu I if Itlf~ lf~'elf~a a~ a~ n:r~lfH~ ~J!n:r(~arqar d«i 

~~r Ole'tqijq {fa fitlf~ ~<fl{a I if It ~~ 6i'Hr~lSqtll~~~efi 

a~ n:r~lfrqfu+freijr~IlI~~arqar ~lf~rfq qP:fl~qalT1ii~.~ ~ijlOlm 

~I!ij(q \lf~ fij~~~m 'li~~i!.itsCll'ilfCf~ff1re I orfq 'ifT~ a:{tljlm It 

ifrij {l~T'ia~Wf~;ft'li{OJ~ a1flf?rij +flClf1irHlI I q~Biiia: ff~lj~q: 
{lT~1 6lq~lfl~~lf~q~q~~lfIJI~ij~qr~ ff~~ ; ~~tlr~ ~;:a:~{OlI~l\: 

arn:qaa~Cf+frCf~CfT~ I a~ amm~S'ilf~ac~srq tfi~~I~ ~Cf+frq«irqrt!1: 

~~a Rr;Cf~ij!fifa I a~r~ ffr~lftq~lf~ij)~');t!1TtlfrffJll~OJ ~ iJ: 

fclf~~fit~ qff:jl\a {~lfq~lf~ II 

23. From the statement that the Atman who is 
the object of the me-notion and the Witnessing inmost 
Atman, are mutually superimposed on each oth~r, we 
have only to conclude that neither the Witness is 
affected by the defects of ego, nor the mind and other 
objective phenomena acquire any merits pertaining to 

· the Witness on account of this superimposition. We 



should not, however, yield to the misgiving that just 
because the Witness is superimposed upon the not-self, 
It would cease to be real. It is true that what is 
superimposed upon something else, is really not there, 
but it does not necessarily follow from this that what 
is superimposed never actually exists anywhere else. 
No one possessing common sense supposes, that just 
because water in a mirage is unreal, there is no real 
water at all even in a pC:nd or river. The Witness is 
the One Real Atman of all beings, and can never 
alienate His intrinsic nature, merely because He is 
superimposed upon something else. 

ij{f~: 
( ~r:~iJ. ) 

~~HPHI~I~~.,;:ijT ~ijm~S~tnm f~~""tfT~~~'n 
~~~Clm~~~~~;ffitr.: ~~~~~~: I 3T~'Vf~~ijT: ~~I01P:r 
3Tt~~~C(ftr~u,fu~~ ~~ ~~Trm 3T'~~trra I q~r :q,~­
li~: ~ijqf ~~r;:~n.,t~ t ij~T ep:rlf~f ~nft~efi1ftijfij'flf 
Sf~~ttn~: II 

(i~'f§~' ) 

~\? ~S1:f!1qqfuTa)S'c~TBls~~r~lf:, ij{li ijm4 <fif~ frI'l~ 

'if ~~~~<i., ~{li ~q~q aTqGJQ: - '~tJ~q~ \~T~ijr II 

~~ lfmqqr~~~'~Of, a:rlf~ O{j~q~'R: a1\il1rij: 01aRP.­

~~fu~~UJ: flr~lfT~~lflf~q: - flrurT~~l{Ti1t -- 31~~Tlff ~\lf~~~l{l{: ~ ~, 

~Cfi~ 'if~ ijm:mlfij~qlf:-, 01r~r~ a~ij~ijar~l1Tq~~lJli: -

~~lfTfG;~~lfliri'jt oliq~f~ srfB~J~t ~qflrq ~qij~~ta ~'lr~~l{~q: I-



fctl;:H~ ~rcp,riigiirilft('!~~{ltlirB~ ~": 'il~cll~: ~T~?;T~ ~ ~~nr­
, ~{1fit~, ~Rt I ~fct:;;rH~~l1rC!~~nliri}q 3"cQ~ ~(v.~: I ii ~ 3Jfu;. 

(;;:raTfct~rf;:a~cliliTi'JTJFf.~r~cq~~n~T'l t Clt~Ci"(e; ~~lfiT+lrClcllf-~~ !if 

~;:m ~§.~f~ I '31;{'~~'Fa' ~fB I ll~T q~qlifu:9.c1:fllri1 t 

ol1rCf~lftq;TUfT~ qlqli~~Il~r~r~UT ~f;~~~fu'f.rf~T~ ~~;~:, 

~qlfl;:C!~~fri<;~UT :tTri'Jr;:a{);:'1fui:f)r~ ¢j;~:, ~R\:q - 'lil~ <}1T~: 

~;:Cfa1 ~~~I ~~T ~~ all:Olm.,& tf, ! ~ i'f.,ffuf.~Cl. ~Ti'tl{r \:;\ l f~ 

<fir~;:a~ :q ~;::f: ~fd "fIrer 611ft : 31;:cl) CIT; l1TClq qiq~. 

:ilfT~cqRt~~7fl ar~q. ~~tf~: &1R, :qH~~+liClr:J Q;ef \31~'lR.~~tfit 
~li'JT~~rj;:~a;JTli~! ~CI~rjTcp,ri1rcp'~q~qf4~€flrl1p~ip'T~~i¢f;:~~ fg;'p.~ I 

tf " ~~~r~1lcn ~BiTa ~q ~~H?r;;:r;tBt +l'lRl, rJT;::qQ ~1~Ujr;a~· 

rjqlff~ I ~~sfG @~ ~f'iji~I~\ifCi'~~~:t~r~1f.~I~q ~fB~'fil 
+[qRt; rJrfit ~qt tfH.p~ri=J'lir~ Cltga Q;ef iir~~~S;:~st@.! 

~'i~qijr~r fu ~ lIrqg:~g;~~lI~~qaP'Fr a:j"I£f'1;:a'lil~ ~!];tG~ · 

ijJi'JTi'Jf ~~lIiJ:.~~lrllp'q&TlIT 'Jlii-t ~~~lir~~;srl ar, ~~l~ ~r,f!T !, 
d~ :qlq~T~Ofr ~qfB' I ~~ ~i'J: a]rc<io!{mft~~ 'lir~~~r~Flr(ij;;: 

olICI~H~f!~T 31<ir~Fl;:a~rfq f+1~li'cCl~a:!lI: 61~fu~I~p1Cla ~q I 

ij~T~ - '6~~€fiSf~~:' (Rt I ~fet;i;fi~~T~fu{1~ll~~~~I~;;TJjfq 
tfT;:ij~~ tfT~~~ 'Of oWi~H~ ~er I qf~~~~IlIJjfq fri~!{~~::~ma.il~Rt 

~;:~~~\'ll o~~~ '31f;r :~m~~wrfirB~\if~Clr~q a:Jl:~Hl~ 1iT~lqfil i:1Tfq 

tfl~~ ~r;o~~ CIT i1i6tfa ~l!~P'i1Ifu,~rj;:Cf ~R\ T4 - ~fB tt1)clI~ !I 

24. Now the author of the Bhashya proposes to 
sum up the essential nature, effect, and the process of 
sublation of this superimposition called avidya. 

First of all, the distinctive nature of this avidy a, 
false imputation which has been defined as mistaking 



something for what it is not (",al~~~f~:), is that it is 
beginningless and endless, unlike superimpositions in 
empirical life. Just as correct ideas of objective things 
are born in time and end in time, misconceptions 
of things - as for instance mistaking of nacre for silver 
or misconceiving of the single moon to be two moons, 
may be born in time and may end in time, and empiri­
cally speaking, time continues itself to be beginningless 
and endless. So, misconception too, like other pheno­
mena in common life, may be said to have birth and 
end. But this mutual superimposition is not a notion 
that had any beginning in time or end in time., For 
time itself is unreal and owes its appearance in Atman 
to superimposition as will be shown in the Bhashya 
(VS.2 -3-7). So it is not only beginningless and 
endless, but innate in human nature. 

~'-\. ~~T~ q;r~mi[ - '~~~CT.u'~CTSlqij~:' dB I 
~e~TH~ ~{1ffr~~e(r~e( 'fi~te(m<f~~e(o~e(~T{)S(q ij{1fij'fi ~Cl I 

e 

~Fet~r~~qmClr~e( ~ ;::crt:., '~f[f?r~ ~f?r', '(J! ~rt~Tf?r', 'alfifi 
f[r~If?r' ~Rf 'if ~aa I ~i:f Q;cn~ ~r~ '~~ ijijFct ~~ffrits4 
il~oliCli[r{: " ' 3T'C?1r~ ~{~li~~ ~~ ~~rOT~lfiSlfi!ji[TU: ~l~T: ' 
{fa 'if I ~r~ ~~llf?r~lfIO?1e(i[R~l~~~rilii:f~~ ~efij~~~ ~Fct 
unt:li~ \I 

25. Therefore, its consequence is that it has 
engendered the nature of agency and experiencing the 
fruits of action. This agency as well as experiencing 
nature is of course also innate in human nature like 
the ignorance which has given rise to it. There is 
no particular point of time in which human beings 



have been agents or experiencers of the fruits of 
action. In fact, the empirical convention of real and 
false as applied to phenomena or actions and results, is 
also the consequence of this primeval ignorance of the 
nature of superimposition . 

~ ~. ~~FH~{.,;:a~nfq ~a: ~ir %i1 err fci"T~: ~ij~~Rt 

R~!f~ j ij ~ijT~Ff;:a~ !ii~f'if~fq ~fcJ'lfu{~lRt ~~ ctCfgmfa ; 

a:{SfTl[ - '31~'V1~~: ~rUfP1 t - ~i?-lI~"T I a:{~~fifml1: - ij 

Cfl1ij"'l1f11~ ~erci)5f~~~ ~~ :q ~rJM~ fctijT~~" ~OTr~ CfT ~Jf: ; 

fci:i afi, ~~lfT~~lfl1~qtqTG;elfr~~~UYlfct<::rrl1T:, q{JfT~a~Ci~~l1~q· 

~~lG;lJ:JJr~ur ~~r a:{qlJ~ ~fct~T ~ffi II 

f'J~ ijl1f a:{r~~~~ a:{ijr~("1;:CI~ :qr:~m~, a~fi~Efi~~er. 
e -

mCf<l~Cfrfa:~q~~r{~q~ :q q)~ f.:J'lRlftRt, ?~ Efi: qftQH {fa ?-

a:{~~l.f~ I a:{i1r~{<'I;:a~rfq ~~l1RCfr~ ~~ ifi~~~~f?t~f~lITq)Tf'li-

1fi~~q~tfl~UJ a:{(c~~Cffct~l1T ~~rOl f'J ~sfq ~'t: I QA ~r~JfT~EficCi· 
~~lH~~: ~MOl;:~"q)~~qmCf~cCflfq:ol1i!1f{r{~ :q f?t~l1r~;:n~Cf iJrliIl 

~Cf~~Cf ~;:lt~q~Urq ~~rG;~"1FI~iJN:! fij~lf~Cfr~~{n~ I ij fu: 
fir~!fT~H.,fi)'lfu4rij q)~ij Cf~~~~:, ~ij fct~l1r a~r a:{i1qilP:'lf~~ 
~T~ II 

26. (Objection:- ) How again can there be 
removal of Samsara of the nature of agency and enjoy­
ship conjured up by avidya or adhyasa, which, you say, 
is beginningless and endless? For) no destruction of 
anything beginningless and endless, has been ever seen 
by anyone! 

(Reply :-) There is nothing unreasonable here. 
For adhyasa, as we have seen, is only a misconception. 

8 



It is well-known that every misconception loses its force 
as soon as the truth about actual fact is ascertained. 
No sooner the truth about the absolute unity of 
Atman, dawns, all conventions of means and objects of 
valid knowledge, together with the evils of samsara or 
mundane life due to the belief in the reality of man's 
agency and experiencing vanish, in the same way as 
the moment the ascertainment of nacre as nacre dawns, 
the belief that nacre is silver vanishes or just as 
the belief in the reality of the dream world vanishes 
the moment that one wakes. Unreality is no actual 
property of something, and consequently, it is not 
something to be actually removed, or destroyed by an 
effort or application of some special means besides 
right-knowledge. 

~\9. a:t~rl:~rij~enfEfl~rif~~~q ~ir:q r.:t~quftll~ I Cf~~ 

~JJ~qTijlj~ - '31~Tij~mr): ~~rQ'(p:r an~~tf4~t{~~H~~q~il 
ij';f ~~ an{+qrij' - da I 6~ :q afs fclqiy stfallr~ IlIa: 

~fui<fir~ ~\ifartl{rtl~~ ~~erir ~~l{r ~BTg;o~f6ft:qjT, 6~f:q 

ij~BTdr ~~~ {\ifar~et ij~Of;HCI~Ttl. ~1l~eH ~EliTl{j 6ltl{~fa 

~ffli~r~\ifam~T'ii:qijlnfG:{lT~~l{rtl. I CfCf: ~~l{~r~~BT~~~g;~q~ 

r.:t~!1{l{f '~ffli~~ll~, if ~~~'-~fa r.:tf~.-nfu' I Cfa~ ~Fl~~a. 
~q ~fuiOf;TfG:fclq~ l{~Tijlf1, ff{~l{T~riffl" Cftl. ~·p:q~~n~'1 afTl:lla 

- ~~~qq~~ I ~~ '1'1{i:;Sl{~ - qq~q~~'1BRBl~ ~lJtcl1;:l{tq~ 

6~q~~ot st~l{lJT~Ji"r'1ijfq ~;:a:~otrfG:~ fcrqi\~ Oleq~mfa I 

~~ q:qj;zr~, Eli: ~q;{r~l{rij'ii6T stBTcH, ij ~~ rH stBrUt if 

~r~B~ ati!Hijri!Btl{~fu', 81'1r~Bfit !'·n a:tFcfql{ijrci{ri!~ ~ 'ii~ elT 



i3f~1l~~Clr~'1i1: a:r i;lJr(1r~GR~ ~qlfc~ ~c~~4 ~ijq~qq~a ~Rt? 
eIa: ij~Il!~'1filfu~~ ~RtmRl o:f: - ~Rl ' II 

aT~l: ~~f!1f: qf~~TUlf fc!~t'fIJHi'{r<i eItlfrij~ 'ij~~~~ 

5I~~:' ~Rt I ~a:'1?fr~~fi, - ~ ~tlf rB ij~~ Si'1Tg~q "lia~~ij 
e 

~W.f~ ~Rl ~rrmsf~, ~qlffciq~ Q;qT'emm l"1qRl ijel?f ~Rl qr I 

~~ara.l ~ffr~"lT'1a~'1TUlt :qrtlHti~1lHT 18llcilfit I ti =q ~~r~ 
~tlfrms;:cR~cm~"l: ~~r~~qJjetRt ij~~qRlqi2J~l. I ~~rfqi\n~sfq 

~ijrUIrt~~~~ ~~Fn~i1 ~ ~J~r$!: ~ijf~cqR=l~ ~~i;:~{ff~ij~q­

~q~~olJll!~llt=jq~~q ~TfG;Rl I amr~, li'"lT ~ijr~c~;HRJiasrq 
~r~ij~ ~~llfc!qlJT'Jlf ~f[r~rfTijtlfr~ ~I!Cqri2J ~Cfll~~:, t;q~\ 

6Tt~lJlf~1l~~~1l~~Sfq an:rr~~~ w~ifr(~;:lJU.f~qll 18ltlfr~ 

"lr~qq'2l d~ ij;:~~iil!~ I ~~~a.lr~ ~~1l~~C;~ ~~ ll.~ ~r"~ 

eI~ll~qT'qC6c~~ta qft:~ru-({I~QqICf~iqyStlf(~q~ I "l:q ijc\" 

f?f~llr~clflf~lStlfHt: ~TUITq~ t;Cl ~qffTclfM MlfJi: ; ~cfHr~Cl~~Tij 

~+nUIT~Utf{q flt~:llT:tfr~(qfue:~"lTQ I ~mrcl. ijr~f-r~T~~i';f'l~T~ 
~c~C{~ijr"rql!l=~iJ ~~u~~o1 ijr~ijit~Q \I 

27 . (Objection:-) In the proposition that (I all 
Vedantas or Upanishads are begun to reveal the 
wisdom of the Absolute Unity of Atman, in order to 
remove this source of evils" we are faced with many 
problems. For, in the case of ordinary superimposition 
like that of the nacre pearl, there is an operator of 
the means of valid knowledge like perception, and he 
sees a piece of nacre at a distance, and owing to the 
likeness of nacre and silver in lustre etc., he suddenly 
recollects his former experience of having seen silver 
and jumps to the conclusion that it is silver. On closer 



examination, however, he ascertains that the object 
is really nacre. This is all intelligible here because 
there is a Pramatr (one who operates the means) and 
PI'amCi1}a (means of knowledge), as well as a Prameya 
(object of that knowledge). But in the present case, 
it is asserted that the ahampratyayi (or locus of the 
notion, is himself superimposed on the Inmost Atman 
who is never an object! How can there be any 
right or wrong knowledge, where there is no knower, 
no means of knowledge ' or even an object of know­
ledge at all ? 

(Reply :-) This objection is met in the Bhashya 
by the epithet '~~)<tisr~~:' (known to all people) applied 
to superimposltlon. This is what is implied in the 
epithet here:- All these are imaginary difficulties, 
fancied by the objector. For that no real operator 
of pramaI}.as is necessary for superimposition, has been 
shown by enumerating instances of superimposition of 
the body, senses and the mind, on oneself in ordinary 
human procedure. It is obvious that a person becomes 
a knower only after he has assured himself that he has 
a body with which he identifies himself before he can 
employ his senses. This fact of one's being a cognizer, 
is already taken for granted in the case of cognitions of 
external objects, but it is obviously abs'urd to suppose 
that one is a cognizer in the case of superimposing one's 
body itself. So it is wrong to suppose that the distinc­
tion of being a knower operating the means of know­
ledge even in the case of these superimpositions; for 
that presumption would land us in the absurd regressus 
ad infinitum that one has a series of bodies etc. in order 



to know the previous set! Moreover, It IS not true 
that we invariably use means of valid knowledge, in all 
instances of knowing things; for we experience seem­
ingly external objects with seeming organs of percep­
tion in such states as dream. The only way out of the 
morass, is to recognize the universal intuition by means 
of which we are conscious of this primary ignorance 
or superimposition. That S'ankara has used the word 
'~<ii$)if;SH!I~:' (known to all), in this sense of intuition, is 
evident from the fact that he uses this word pratyaksha 
in this sense in a number of statements like this, as 
is evident from the citations given in the Appendix. 

~ ~ . ~~ a~ ~~1TiiT~~ijetrrl=l{~ li~e1;[J€tSiiTff\{.,;:Cl: 

{lraf;rifiT~Il~ifTCli[l=lia ~fa ~ ett~~ m: ~l=li~~Fl'!., ~~ CIT a~clJT6 

in~~ ~ta ? a~~{ll,. - '3T~rc:(~~[r: ~~{UIr7.Jr~~~~~ij'r~fd.q'ij'~ 
~~ ~~';:~n 3TH:;Q;:a' I ~;~~JOT~~~ 1li~~T~To% frrcr~4~, ~;s;:=.~ 
{ll=lf~~Tij \jfiflita I 'li'lT rn: F.t~~T~ ~clt~T;::r1Cfi[({ ~Cfi[r~{lT~ij 

F.t~~~ ~9ij~mtamP.J~: (lT~lf{lT~if~T~ ~~~fB, Q;~ ~~f;:d~T~+!fq 

~ijTorT;:dUiiCflJa~ a:mlI~~~ !1taqT~lf~ e:{r~1i~~Cf~;::rlfT a}~;::rf­
ijelfHHi5&\orf ~Cfalfffire ~lfJt II 

if ~~ ~JfTor;;l!Jlm:: a~f~lfll.a: ~ijTaT :~nqa:~Cl ~ta '1iiUq~d 
~fu ~~;qil. I liar ~~T{ir ~N~rijfCf~ q{ijT~T~ijTij if ~'l?:fqT.fT 

~reqr~l{re, '1i~ aft, e:{~;::rr!.fifula~ijT?fT~~~~wi~~g:I~TrrCf I 

iijffl e:rT~~efi~eJ~;::rlfT e:{iiii~~ll.ar a}'c7.{ m~~orT e:{~;::rT ~{tlfa 

~~~MiifT~qtfflT ~Rt ~lf~ II 

28. (Question:-) By what means of valid 
knowledge, then, is the correct knowledge of Atman 
attained? 



(Answer :-) The Vedanta S'astra is the only 
means in this case. It reveals the knowledge of the 
Unity of Atman. In the same way as the Karma­
S'astra imparts the knowledge of the relation between 
the means (such as J yotistoma Sacrifice) and the 
effect, Swarga or heaven, so also this Vedanta-S'astra 
imparts the knowledge of the true nature of the One 
.Atman, in order to obliterate Avidya of the nature of 
superimposition. It does not follow, however, that 
this implies that there is a real distinction of knower 
and means of knowledge etc. For the S'iistra in this 
case only negates all distinction of knower, known etc. 
invented by avidya, to lead the seeker to the know­
ledge of the Unity. So there is nothing inconsistent in 
the statement that the wisdom removes all avidya. 

~ ~. ~;a aJ~ ~C{r;:a~r€.r SlQTUI'3;, aC(~~~hO)ij \ifrij 

{{HijSJJif~ am?r~~FcJ~r, aliT =if aTFcJ;;;rrSl§JoT ~i!1ffl~~~ ~i!1fflRf 
tr ~i!1 Sli1rQ:SlJTrUISlitltol{i!1~(: ~if{fq ~qr;a~Ofp.rra: ! a~~'1~~a 
Sli1rUI~I~~i!1 {{~ ~rl{a {Rt ijrl{ ~lti1 {Rl ? 

{{~~ j ~rfk Sli1JUI~, a~ar ~SJrg: tRijr~a~ei \ifrifTcfifd 

:q I {lJf~~Vf Fr~q: - ~~CfiSli1rUI~TU ilr~Fctq~T~q~~~rijT: ;g?; 

Fctsg{{f;a l{~ Sl'lr~rf~51C{~~lfa ~qTm1fd j ~rijrUI R~~lta aT'~ijr 

~~ ~qlM q{i1T~a:, ifTm Slij~If?:Fct~mi!1rrr.. {fa I if:q a~rr.. 
~,a Sli1T~T~Fr~molJi!1(J~ ijijmt lfi!1f.{rlSlJa j ij ~i!1~itarC{(J, . 

aa: qt ifri!1~t;lfa ~r~l~musqtfd I ala: {{~ f.!t(i!1~~ II 

6'iT =if ~r~CfiH: ~ ~ ifMi -
( 1) U'll 'CI ~fa: - 'iiW ~ i~firll ¥rllfa ufit'" ~6~ q~,fa • 



(i' v-,\-,\) ~~hl~qq~;l iq~~lt ~itqfu I 'tJ:;f M~ ~~­
il,~il~'li~ a~$if tfi q~~~' (i' ~.'\-'\) ~fu ~cii~Cf~lt cn~fu n 

~. ~l. , -~-~ 0, qr. G'i. 

(fa I ~rijf~rqro~Fctqit ~~ ~l~~q:q~~ -

(2) if ~ ~m~ftr~aq, ~"~'i~ ~~ srffi~ql~flr"fu , fct a~. 
sr~qflr~Jl1ih, ... r:."qatJl Qfuq,~q~ 1J~'f'if;fuqa it'f~~f!~Etif,f&~~­

ilqifqfu n ~. ~,. ,-,-v, ql· H· 

(3) sr~q~T'fm~ ~a~q¥ll"sr~W ~ ~~, if~ ~1!flf'~ I ' IJ'JI 

~~"Sfq~11 ¥l~ftt' ~~~q5fii~ 'it~, "~~1: ' (.:. v - \ -:n ) ~fu 
~~I7II~ ~'lqa 1!~'~lf~: ~a,r.q~lit: sril~ .. 

~. ~,. v - ,-~ , ql· V~'-\' 

29: (Objection :-) Even granting all this, we 
arrive at the same repugnant conclusion that the 
S'ruti is the means of proof, and the Wisdom of the 
Unity of Atman is the valid knowledge arrived at by 
the enquirer through ascertaining the purport of the 
Upanishads. So we are still within the boundaries 
of pramal}as ? 

(Reply :-) Quite so. But then there is this 
difference, that whereas a person who undertakes to 
prove the reality of an external object himself believes 
in the reality of the distinction of the knower, means 
of knowledge and the object, and that distinction 
remains unsublated even after he has proved the 
reality of the thing. The S'ruti, on the other haud, 
teaches that Atman alone is realiy real, and that 
there is no distinction of knower etc. in His true 
nature. And when that truth has been arrived at, not 
only all distinctions of empirical life, but the distinc­
tion of S'ruti, and its teaching no less than the knower­
ship of the enquirer, is sublated for good. This grand 



truth is proclaimed by S'atikara again and again in his 
Bhashya. Thus, for instance, he writes :-

(1) "For t he S'astra does not u ndertake to teach 
Brahman by describing It as such and such an object; 
but intending to teach that It is the inmost Atman 
unobjectifiable, it removes the distinction of the know­
able, knower and knowledge conjured up by Avidya." 

SBh. 1-1-4, p.16. 

As for the S'astra as a means of valid knowledge, 
this is what is written in the Bh~shya :-

(2) " (Objection :-) If perception and other m eans 
of knowledge cease to exist (when one is awakened to 
the truth of the One Atman) the repugnant conclusion 
would follow that even the S'ruti ceases to exist! 

(Reply :-) Not so; for that is also admitted here. (To 
explain :-) We do hold that there will be no S'ruti either, 
when there is enlightenment. for the text starting 
with the statement' Here the father becomes no father', 
says that even the S' rutis ceases to exist. 'The Vedas 
become no Vedas' (Br. 4-3-22). " SBh.4-1-3, p.465. 

~ o. '61r~llEii~~~<:lfijRtq'Qit ~~ ~~r;:~r itf~¥li;:a ' - ~~li~ 
C1H~en~~~<:lr o:Jr~ '61I~~f lJ;ii ~~ff~ffili : , o:J ~illS;lf : ~erft a:{~~ij 

~r ~~$!ffiSf{ff, o:JTfct amsRtftrffi ~lJ?H~tf{ff1 o:J ~r ~f~?rI~~f.% 
~ellTal ~~sf~ , ~Rl ~~ro:J~, rr $I ~~~ iI'~r~~<1'ftEii~~SJro:J~ I 
~tlr fQ: ij~~l ~~lifft llr'"liEiir~: -

( , &TI{;~fJI\l"~I~;'i: ' ~ffi ) 6r'~\l"~1~ ' ita({T~;~ ir~ ~~ 
a~t=T~~ ~ OTI~RT a'ti(R~' (ui. \-~- It), '~~ {lei ,,~qRT~R" 
(i· :t - v-,), 'iiJit~~ ~<t~ , (?), '6r~i!tq~ ~<t~ , (gr. It -~'-\_ 
~ ), '~~ ifTiflfe r.t;~if ' (i· v - v - , Q,.) - ~'it",RIVl:q,~ilif;,,,srffi -

QT~ifqt q~if~'tt~~,~ .. q~ if ~T;:qtn ~lIita:QTi!tif {1<tfit:ij'I;i 
~qva 1\ ~.~T . ~ -1-'v, ql. ~Q,. It . 

a:{~eii $I q~f.tt~ ~re II 



30. The expression of the quotations from the 
Bhashya ' 6fI(itij;Cq~:~:>lffit1~tt ' (for the purpose of teaching 
the W'isdom of the unity of Atman) , should be inter­
preted to mean 'The intuition of the fac t that Atman 
is only One withou t a second ' and ' apart from 
Him there is no other atman who is a transmigtatory 
soul, nor anything else which is non-sentient; there is 
no world anart from Him, and there is no dis tinction 
whatever i~ the nature of Atman ' . We should not 
restrict this expression t o mean merely the identity of 
Brahman a nd J iva. s'allkara has expressly explained 
the meaning of this term as follows :-

.. By the wor d alT~~l1 : (and other text s in Sutra 2-1-14) 
we have to understand and ci te t he cla ss of tex ts pur ­
porting to teach the uni ty of At man l ike the following : 
• All this h as this for its essence ; T hat a lone is real ; 
That a lone is t he real Atman; That thou a r t'. (Ch. 6-
8-7), ' All t his is veri l y this Atman' (Br. 2-4-6), 
, All t his is Brahman alone' (1), 'All this is \, tman 
a lone • (Ch. 7-25-2) , There is nothing l ike distinction 
here ' (Br. 4-4-19, Ka. 4 -11). And t he teaching of 
every th ing else from the knowledge of only one, cannot 
fo llow on any o ther ground. " SBh. 2- 1-14, p . 197. 

M ore citations from S'aiJkara referring to the term 
'Atmaikatva' (the unity of Atman) will be fo und in the 
Appendix. 

~ ~ • a:{r~~f.~~~?TT fet ~~I;:CI~Tif!ir~q ~r&1T~~q~a, 3'CI 

~«UJil'Fi~R~lIf(1;:Hf1;a~ 'if~aql&1T~1iI~UJ ! - ~f4?f ~r~{oqr{?lIF!­

~~ro:Jr~~F~~ ~~Rtq?l'f : I ~erUJiti1fTfu ijo:JrJ~fG:t7.imrJI~f~l( t 

~~a'l.. , ~ii ~~q~fCfll~~UI~C:l CI=tif~ffiqfCf'1~qlJlr~~ )JP';Ii;:~'<1H~· 

~fij \iffllCl ~~~~ I ~~t\T~ qU~litfFFH~ \ifflla, ~ctUJijf1rJ~~-
9 



'ell'r~F1TFf;:a~ijq $I ~;;q~ ~rftTr~~T~~nFf~-{~ll;:lt ; ~ $I a~ rft~FnlSll~ 

~rCfliJ1tB;GJiHfriJ r;jl{rUl~?t<l '~r~r~H~q~~~~Jji~~t~a J1ij: 

Olr~J1G:fr~ ffi~UJ~' (m. l1f. ~ - ~ ~) ~Rt qqij~ I (I~ ~Tq:~ ij~ en 
~{UJ~li~T~ :q:qr, l{c~r~UJ~ - a:fR~~~elfcr<:1rqfa qR1f~ ll~ Bi~ i(( 
~{trrFf ~FfFl~flfU I ~~~~~ ~ a~r ~T ~rG,. I 'tJar~Ts;:r~~~alJ..' 1 

I lJ;:l1FfBT r] ij~~ , (~. ~ _~, f..) da 'if qT~i1f!mf~,p~c~f.'l~tqr· 

GJ~l1msqilm~Tij' ij tfi~opn:q~ iffH I ~~1I~!fi~-m ~HijT I at1T ~ 
~P{l{fct llr~llii~ -

(1) '~~tt(~: "'~~r.rI~W qtll~+lQ~ ~+!IOj~, 1R~~qler~I",-

~Efl~ ~{'lil~ijfirq~~,,!;U il'ijl5J'"'~ I ' ~: ~I. 'I -, - ~, qt. ~. 

~Rf I q{ijnn'i~:q ~fula~ -
(2) '~'~I~I~h~~~r.raJl"~JI'~f~~i $Jf.y 'i'l§':, aWl ~'",'ii~" 

~a~~ft!m~ ~ ~atiti ~: 8fr.mt~~lJ'(' 1R00~'l'fiT~qT; a:ml 

~a~: +!)~lJ'(~ 1R~'''iJJI'ol 'i'.l ~ ~S;: r..~il~a, ~nfPa iJ~~f;et a 
tR q~l.fl~a~q I'il~ I WI ~ii~~JI'I<t~~ {~qit: II ' ;ft.~t· n -:t v. 

~fct I ~ ~ fcr~l!il. i:f~~a ~r~efr<fllI:qr~q~~~: alr~J1-
ff(l{f4ffj~Trtiifrt~ ~f.'l~lJ: - {fa I l{€J'l! I a~ijt~€i ijij; em~ 

C\~~ Efj~UI~' ~fu lI[lSlJ'J., CI~ ~rtij~~fir~~FRi;;q~ijClij'F'l~ 
~H~ijftr~~~~ I ij g; ~n~r~'fi~UIg;r~ ~ijrl1J~Rt; ~FctqlJ~Oj!iR:, 
'1If~*ICfT~l{~ ~lIrUJ'J.' - ~fct lIT lSlJTII (Rf ~l{~ I ~fq '" 

~Tq:q§"fr ~~ZJ~f"..Q~ ~Cf~~Rtm~Ur =if ~ fcr~: - {Rl mor­

Cf;Q-UG;fit +rFf: ijT~T~ ~ijrUI~Fct IP:l{~ • i'f It ~ol{~T~ltT liT ~liRt: 

ijT IIrtijT ~~OJ~if iin~ ~Efli~ I '~~mlIr mlT~ q~: I ;:'j~a: 
q~+rolJ'ffi~' (ffiT. ~- ~ 0, ~ 0 ~fa ~;, ~~l{'fiT~SCJRlgllFirl{T: 
!:fti~4'fijTsetrr~+r~l{cClr~ I 6ijlT~ ~"~:;f~~~;:a~ ~ijR+r~~l{fiT"Ii· 
~T"'fT~~rtT~i!?trt ~Tlla, Cfa:CI ~r~TG,. !;J+rrOI'l. ~1~llfcl~T.,ftr~ 
~llTlir~rrr~ Cfr$Ftijl{)~;:l{ij~~ ~iITOI~q~~l{T~ ~q'G; ~fct ~~~ n 



({arf -lf~t~r~: ~~~ , ~~Of.~q~qf\;'1il~~rlfrij;:r 'H~H+1r~. 

~'l: o~P.lli!t g [:ac::~Cl+~' {Rt, ~i'.\fti ~c~~ ~~~F'~+r,.; ~Fflf~+TCf 
M<?~~efriJ,., *IllSl.if~liT~fdtl~~lijf.:J~'Q~efr~ at{r~rsn~:tlf I i1 ~ 
[dol.tq~I~: q~\:lF1PH~T ap:psnfur, i)'l (l~fj,"{: tlffG;'l~~I;a~ 

e=('lr~rr~lfT I ~e~m>i~~ ~ ~af{~=ii~qRij~~oTi oqq~I{:, ~'elfltial 
ij~lj,"{re{t~T~rfta~i[If~\,{lt\T~HiaT~l=qr'6~Jitq emJifil I ~~!iJ,. ~tr~q .. 
t~aT~+fqFcf<?~Slf CflG;: I *IflSlfepT{~g ij~f!t1Ti[ -

( 'I) '~tn f{{ ~~fa~",,,q'~r~~ ~~~i iEEl'l~lfclCf~Hi~~if[srISt 
fir~!iI5Ji"l~,~.ft~{w;n~ 't~qq: ~if: srtiti:l fclt~Iil) ;).l<'lfi\, ~<iffnHfq 
~Fcti;qftt ' II ~. ~I· ~-'-~, qf· 1Q,,1· 

{fB II 

(2) 'if '<tIl{ .. qqq:l{llilitS~~:nfa.~qf.!q~)sf~~~~ iffa ~offi 
"1<f~~; '5~"JI~' !{~ iif~l~~<ll"~ l>J~q~:~nf.it~q~"';:l:1ifi:<'lIil. ' II 

q,. ~,. ~-'-n, IlT- "~t;. 

~fB 'if I CltHfiJ,. rn~qr:(fr'=fPHfnr~r-=ftliEfir'Qlirtlitf~;:Efrl~ oliq[T{{Cl 

2fr~:, ~~~rCJ~Frr~~fct m~~ Ii 

31. 11uch ink has been spilt in vain over the vexed 
question as to which of the two - the sacred Text, or 
the mind - is the immediate means of valid knowledge 
of the Absolute Atman or Brahman. One group of 
S'ankarites have vehemently declared in favour of 
the former view. They contend that the Vakya or 
Revelation is the o~ly immediate means, for the truth 
of one's identity is realized the moment one under. 
stands the meaning of the sacred teaching just as 
in the illustratioIt of the stupid persons in the fable 
of the loss of the tenth man after all of them had 
crossed a river. Each of them counted nine others, 



but omitted h imself in counting. When a way-farer 
learning the cause of their lamentation, counted all of 
them and told the last person ' T hou art the tenth' 
they immediately detected their error. Similarly, this 
school of S'ankarites says the moment one understands 
the meaning of the text 'That thou art' one r ealizes 
one's identity with Reality and also sees clearly that 
this truth had not struck one's mind merely because 
of one's extrovert mind. The second school maintains 
that no word can yield immediate realization merely 
by a statement; Sraval!a (study) or determining the 
meaning of the s'ruti text, J.\1anana or reflection and 
Nididhyasana or meditation resorted to in succession, 
could alone yield immediate realization. 

Now this dissension is al together ill-placed; for 
Brahman is, according to the Upanishads, beyond the 
objective range of b oth words and mind. T he follow­
ers of the second school rely on the literal meaning of 
the Gita-Bhashya statement '~I~I'O!I~l.~~qyRC{Ji'l~~~~a­
~;J : 81'1~J.t~~~ ~~l.t' (~. \ll· ~-~,) and they main tain that 
the mind alone, purified by the teaching of the S'astra 
and the preceptor, is the immediate means of the vision 
of Atman; but they forget or ignore the S'ruti 'That 
which cannot be expressed by the word', 'That which 
cannot be thought of by the mind' (Keoa. 1-5, 6), and 
disregard' the dictum of the Sutra-Bhashya ' S'ruti etc. 
and immediate intuition and the like too are the 
immediate means according to the context' (SBh. 
1-1-2, p . . 8). rvloreover, we have in the GIta-Bh ashya 
itself a remark clarifying the meaning of the statement 
they rely upon. 



The last s'Iok3- of the thirteenth chapter is 

~~~~~Fif~;u~ ;:a~ ~'~~S3qT I , 

~a~~fum~ 'it ~ f.f~'li'fra ij q,q Ii tfl . , l. ~ ~ . 
« T hose who know the d ifference between the 

Kshetra and Kshetraj na t hus, as also the dis solution o f 
the mater ial cause of the Bhiitas, with t h e eye of wisdom, 
(they alone) go to the Highest. " G. 13- 34. 

The Bhashya explains that the eye of wisdom 
(srl;J'6gl'il) r eferred to here is ~r~,~!~.i'h~!!T;;{ fiiI 'fJ:nuur;;>J flr :i; !ij'rv;~ 

(T he wisdom of one's own intuition that issues out o f 
the teaching of S'astra and the Preceptor), thus clearly 
shewing that both the S'astra and the teacher, lead to 
one's immediate intuition which alone enables one to 
know the difference between the kshetra lobjective 
phenomena) and the kshetrajna (the W itnessing Knower 
or ls'vara H imself) . It is evident that the mind which 
is included in the objective kshetra , can never be an 
immediate means of knowing the real K nower. 

Moreover, the expression li">r~fum~ ~ (as also the 
dissolution of the mater ial cause of the elements) 
which is otherwise known by the name of Avyakta, 
is the latent form of all the world, obviously inclu­
sive of the mind itself. It is crystal-clear that the 
mind can never be the- immediate means of knowing 
the Avyokta (Latent cause of the U niverse), and much 
less the real Atman. For the S'ruti says' ~i:tii'J;1 "~l"l. q,: I 

iI~(f: q~";::ii'l'f.., ;q'\l'il~ ~~q: q,:'( <lil. ~-~ 0, , , ). Atman the G reat 
is beyond the Bu~dhi, and Avyakta is beyond Mahan, 
and Purusha is beyond Avyakta ' (Ka. 3-10, 11). We 
thus see that the dispute as to which of the two - the 
word or the mind - is the immediate means of the 
vision of Atman, is so much labour lost. 



15o 

This disposes of the contention of some S'arikarites 
who suppc se that the intuition of the Atman, is only 
in Samadhi (trance) attained through reflection on the 
meaning of the s'ruti, while the experience of the 
world of multiplicity, may continue for sometime in 
the waking state owing to fructifying karma or a trace 
of Avidyr.. 

For, this is evidently against both reason and 
intuition, and is mainly due to not taking S'arikara's 
dictum with regard to trance. In the first place, all 
empirical experience of duality is restricted to the 
waking state and not Samadhi or any other particular 
state. And the delusion of all empirical life is 
due to adhyasa or superimposition of the properties of 
the waking body etc. and not in Samctdhi. S'arikara has 
proclaimed in his commentary on Sutra 2-1-9 that 
experienc~ of distinction in waking even after the 
attainment of Samadhi, is only because of the non­
sublation of 'mithyajnana' or superimposition. He also 
says (SBh. 2-1-14) that the absence of all human 
procedure taught by the Sruti, does not apply to any 
one state in particular. ' 

~ ~ • 'a1glten~Cf~~r~faq~~' ~~li~ fet~r~Rtqr~i'frit~ 
~~qit:-~fct ~~T~~H~{:nftUJf ~~~ijCf ; ~rijf!:lfctqRr: ~1:qr~qfctqf'Q*1 
~r{~ &lH~ij~lifirEfi:JTi'f~ - ~fa ~ ~~T ~:ffi llClRt I tttfi'tfi'~~~ 
fet~r~I~ii( ~RtqRtMCltaJi:lrSJ ~~l1;:li~T ~~'l. i:lSJ W'm~~rtli 
~Ji'r~~ ~-

( ';) II i! ~ fitUT "1i('F{"~ 8<!~1 ~"1lf6, q;nfa: 'l~~q'cftqa I 

~I ~ q~stT"lll ita a~ Jl'lfil~ll~~;ft~~ I ~~~~ Il';:ll~; JI'~a 



~<tffiq~ ~UI e~Cflfi!t OJ ~i~it!i ~~~; ar~hlT'l'Jlf~~a~qq~"'I~' 
a~T <;f Ci'))~S~~or.. ~~ ~1~ "'f ~~ IHij ~~q8 ~C( OJ ~hl~ffiftt 
tGlllf.loCl~, ~~ 8~ iIQ~f~ct. ~C(C(tj'l~qli+~l'f, 8~T ~~~~"luibfq 
8T<i1Q1'I"qC(~f6 ~TC(~ af~~;:j ",i~q,f6 I ~if {:j;:>;jillJIOJlj:ffq ~fcI'q~ 

wr~f6f~8lfOJIi(ISftrq' ~~~ I ~if 8~~C(~q~fa~l~ aci H~I~'f.itfu I 

art! ~q '~"T'1JfOJIi{ &l~ilT~ 1f;~~:' il:ta acf;f.1~: II cj. 'iT. .... 0 ~ - '" 0 ~ • 

~fa I ~ir g q~qr~: - 13T~T~~~m: ~~JUlPl' ~Rt q(I~J!~ 
ilfJI~r~~~ltqm~ ~~rUJrlii ~~i ~Riq~ftf!~qJQ.., "fTfcf\Ur~~~a 
~r~Pl~~, It''Jr~ijJq''fr~~ ~ri'.C:fq; fcii ~ff, flq~'f~~rq;flf?:<ft 

3lr~rr~~q~~r I "f ~"@fr!lffl:~r~f ~"f;~q~r{~r;;"f~~S~J, lr"f ~Tg· 
:tlr~~q~, ~q~ ~lH~ CiT ~CifuClr~ I ~~rQ.. m~mPl~n-Jifi~lfJI~lqj 
, ~~r~mR~rqrJ:ffq rr fJI~r ~Rl~f ~~~, ~fu o!Jffl~i1~~:qrr~ I 

'q~ ~~~ fI~J:fR~~r~Q.. ~~~rr ;f; q~ilQ.. .... ~rr 4i fet~r;ft~r~ (~.) 
~fa ~ ~fu: I ~rcqepr{*1r~-

( ~ ) OJ ~q;:remf6,;rffrCfiI, lo~nr.oEif - il:f6 ~"q c("iI~ I &lfcl'wr. 

f.l'lf'5lfi~~{rOfICJ., ~1\:lCfillJi"I;:8"~Tifl'i I ~I~ oq &lRitq;'tcrlc(if~: 
&lilJT{[CI: ~: {:j~~T"18.q"~'ir Ci')"lf<ficit ~~Cfiar il:~qcn"'llf II 

~.~T. It-'-1ll, qT ... ~~, ~oo. 

{Rl I qu~r~a :qr~r~~Sf fJlqlt ~;:l{?J' flfJI~~HPl~~IHH.f~S?J II 

32. Here the context justifies the interpretation 
of the expression Sl'lE~'fi~",F.!~T~~Q''5~ as meaning 
'in order to reveal'; for the S'iistra teaches the 
real nature of Atman, and the preceptor's help is 
required for removing _ any doubt with regard to the 
purport of the text; ana thus leading the seeker to the 
intuition of his oneness with the Reality. But the 
author of the Panchapadika took this phrase in the sense 

1. q;TlIfc;5~"5f<liTf.tr~ 'q~qTf<::'liT"5f~Tif~' ",T~ "5f~ut (~. G.'1C, qr. ">'1) I 



of 'attaining or arriving at' and raised the objection 
that since the knowledge of a thing pertains to the 
knower himself, there is no possibility of suspecting 
that arriving at the wisdom requires any other effort. 
In reply to this, he says that there are certain cases 
where even after knowle-:lge has dawned, the knowing 
person not being accustomed to the possibility of such 
a fact, may yield to the temptation of disbelieving 
even what has been known. So, he concludes, that in 
such cases, additional reasoning may be necessary to 
place the knowledge on a firm foundation. 

This argument does not hold water here; for the 
wisdom of the Unity of Atman is attained only after 
sublating all empirical thought. The Sruti also says 
, What could one know and with what, when to the 
knower, all has become Atman alone?' (Br. 4-5-15). 

S'ankara himself writes in so many words :-

" Nor is it possible to say that this intuition is use· 
less, or that it is a delusion; for we see that it removes 
avidya and that there is no other knowledge sublating 
it. We _have already stated that it is only before the 
intuition of the Unity of Atman, that all conventions 
of real and false, obtain." SBh. 2-1-14, pp. 19, 20. 

Not understanding, doubt or misconception, may 
be possible in the case of knowledge of objective 
Phenomena, but never with regard to Atman, who is 
the real Self of the knower himself. 

This misinterpretation of the author of the Tika, has 
been refuted at length in the Suthor's work called the 
Panchapadik'a-Prasthanam (published by the Karyalaya). 
Readers interested in the subject, may refer to it for 
further details. 



~ ~ • ~~rFcf~fo~~~r~)s~ ijrlJT~?t~~elTqlJ~~q j a:JCt: 

'eti~llliqfill''ar, ~El~ ij~ol) CWT ? iif~UJirCI. i!fi~~ a:J~~{f~!:!qlJq: ? ' 

- ~~liTfct~~r fif{q~TmT llq;:cftfa ~~'\ I ij~r fu ~I"lf~ -

"q;~ ~Oj~UiiSl;;jt\;(: Y - ~m ~~, <li~t~ 'l'<:~~, a~ ill 
- trmllf t lJJ: I ii;:G~msg~ ~i\'ffi: ~~1 I ~~<i sr~~~)S~, illfi:a 

lIi~f.iI~sr<it~: , <li)SM ~f(w)wa ~f~(f. - em.rcr<lil ~(S5'lS~JJil: 
~f~dtt{~t'(l~ 6I'laGQqfoa: - ~, ms~~", sr~~'ffi: U " 

~- ~1· V·-'-~' qt- ~!i\\-

{Rl I alr~J{.usft(~rer'{~ ijrlJr~lt'ti~err~FI~(fa.~rliao~q{H:~l!~T 
or~!:!qIJl:l{~ a'i~q~~')qTlf~~"; ;ijra ~err~it'ti~~ tl<=ifsfit ~~r .. 

~~roljeri[r«sq't~a, ~Cfi~~ ~Rl o~qraTU~llqr~~~ljMijrll: II 

33. Even the convention of. Vidya and Avidya 
(wisdom and ignorance), is conceded before the intui­
tion of the Unity of Atman. For from the really real 
view-point, there can be no one ignorant of any 
thing else_ So, from the transcendental standpoint, 
hypocritical objections like 'If Jiva be ignorant 
how do you account for Brahman becoming a Jlva ? 
If it pertains to Brahman, you will have given up 
the doctrine of Non-duality!', have no place here. 
S'ankara has himself written thus :-

" (Objection : - ) To whom does this non-waking 
belong? 

(Answer :-) We reply, 'To you, who ask this ques­
tion! ' 

(Objection :-) But the S'ruti teaches that I am 
Is'vara Himself! 

(Reply :-) If you are thus awakened, then non-
awaking belongs to none! " SBh.4-1-3, p.465. 

10 



[That is to say, ignorance is conceded from the empiri­
cal standpoint for the purpose of teaching the truth. When, 
however, the unity of Atman is intuited, there is no place 
for any ignorance, and from that standpoint, the concession 
is rescinded. ] 

~ ~ • lli'Sli~T~q:qij!iijl~T~qiji[ru~~­

(~Il;~1{ ) 

q~T :qTq+r~: ij~qf ~t{T;:6T~1t{, a~T ~q;r~j ~nth:~-
lfrqjijTqf SI~~~t~T1:r: II 

~fct I tJij ~~r;tu: Olircri[Tfteti~~iTT 5ficr~ trtfl'rftcp~cr",¥~qlJ~~f;a , 

qr~Jj'Tffl'cp~~iTr a~q)~ijHil!fi~~"1iiT~~fct i[J~nliuftliijl"feJ~t ~~~­
fiI~ij ~qit: I rtrTft~epc:rrl{fil~:qij ij6 ~r~ II 

34. This is the purport of all Vedantas. That is 
to say, the Upanishads concede the transmigratory 
nature of Jlva from the empirical standpoint, but 
rescind that concession when that purpose has been 
served. The significance of the epithet 'S'arlraka­
Mimamsa' as applied to Badarayal].a's work, has been 
explained already. 

\!qd~{{: 

~ It. OielirellJcit e~~T~llC(itc( ~ruftiitll rate({r~nrer~q'l, 

a~~i[Jurrli ~~r;:artrJijfJ~HJ~-{fct eij~Cf'i. I ~~cliJijt eJ{<fllTiiT­

ijfl:r~rli: ijlijtHr~(t{~llJlSllcrrCf~~~ijl~~Cf da ~~rfll: qftfu~ 
~~~aliij I ijijrqJ~~~01ir~lllijq{l=qU ratTllldtij~fct fcr~r~ij 
~fct tJ~ f,{fCl'f. II 



Conclusion 

35. The entire Bhashya on Adhyasa or super­
imposition, is based entirely on indisputable intuition, 
and it has been explained on the basis of that 
intuition that there is superimposition in human 
behaviour, and that the Upanishads have the one 
purport of revealing Reality in order to completely 
wipe it off. The import of all propositions here, has 
been supported in the Appendix by citing quotations 
from the body of the Bhashya on the Siitras. It is 
hoped that following mis-interpretations have been 
exposed by this all later simple device. 



" " qlmTe~ 
APPENDIX 

~ • il4~qrijTWf~;~'E[fti:f~l,"qen~~·n~ 

" flI~qrijfWff;tfll~:· •• 'at~flIa:~ ''l1t« ~fd ijijffl~TStj 
~~~ln H -~ta~T1!~ olfClflTU ij~fir'fi:, ~ 'if fit~lfT~To:t~FI~: 
- {fa:q em:~qUf~ - ~ta ?R::iCleM~: I a:J~ 'if o1.lT~ro:t!fim: 

, ffl~lffll€f e((e~frI~'if~lf~ OfSJFl~ filfit~ ~q~Ti1~ If{lJ ~:' ~Rt 

Of;:lf~q ~~HrfUI ~\ifljf;CI I ~J~~ ~ fit~qySJTif e~lf~~Fnlfcl~f;~~~o 
~o:r q'!1'ffi~ta ffl~urrli <titaFl~ qrCflfr~ ~Hi~~~~((Tmlf;:a II 

[ Citations containing the word MithYiijn.iina or its synonym 
exclusively in the sense of misconception. ] 

, • qr{;rqilifl~{if;:tiT ~Eifircits\'"qt~: ~qlSRllq~q: II 
.... \il· q,. V. 

[ ~ ifJ~d:lrn~Fr~¢q: ifJ~~r~y;rq~t<lif ~: ~ ~~ II ] 

~. fit~qH'iJ'iftCllqW JJijtlf;ri1ifr{~Ji!Iq;: ~r{m II 

~.<iU. 1-'-~, ClI. '''t. 
~. ~~~ qiaa ... qrft,~ ~Iq:, if ~<H\':-(RI ~~, if I "l1ln'tq~ 

fiI~qn'iJ'i!~il'~"I.(I~ I if ~1~Rif: ~ft'I~~lf4fil,",ijl'~th fil~ql!lfli{ ~:qr{1 

.... qft: ~~ft'f<i ~Cfq i1i(i:QP:r!l1J. II ~. ~l· \-'-V, qt · ~'I, H· 

~. ~~I(f. ~qf~fqqf.tfil'6f!fl~ ~~ft~f<i~ Mot aftqms~ ftf~q: 
er~ft(f1{~ II ~. \il· ,-, - ~, QI. H· 

'-\. G~q~, ~"d{J::{;:q: "(1lft I ft~l~ ~itl~(1~lmql~~at.\:l (~q6 

qif ~~!ti'ct;fitft~~I'gql~~at;:\:l {r{ ',"if: I Qe~6W ~;;;::{'f~~ .. q<i~:lit 

ijl'tifi~ tit ~~~wjf ~'i1il~~mrfilfql~{lf6l~! .. qfu~l;sfq . t:\~~l1T ';;fIOlii~ 

~~I"'I~I~~~fil~tn~r~i~1 I 8~~1~ ~iIl~~'eltatqlf~if.\ij,rqq!f;~a"dt· 

"(1lfti1~~qlgf~: I ~~qa ';;fl~iI", q~ ~tU ~iII~t=i~lasifl~iI;:qifilf~lfll­

firi,~ ffI~qlgf;a.~\~OI ~~Ul II ~. ~,. '-'-'-\, qT. ~~. 



,. wrIU:r.1T~!J(!~¥il~' Ut'l: a"("Ii! .. .n~T f+l~" ~t~ 
wr;slf+l~ "ltiR~~Fit ~~)~: U ~. 4lT. ,_,_,19, Qt· ~~. 

IS. IPll~iftri 'Utft{~ iJ&I'OIt '{"'f~~,~ fW;~Jl:iJTi!f;cftr~: ~tft{~.:itq· 

m":, if ~" q{+lIq~l~ il~l1J: ~~q*: I if " II(l~~~+I~ifm~f~: 6itf~ 
~"'iil:~+ll~ l'I~~"at~,.fitreq~ If{+llqar ~)+I 4f~rn I •••••••• ta~'" " 
~"rn ftr~'lnJl;r,,;q~l8lif.n: I mQ;l;t!8ti1l1iR!Q'l'I ~~),,:, ~il;~~Ii!~­

~1Ii~~~ I Sf "<l f~~l5fliflli~ltaoftqmi\if ,,;~~;:Jti!~i "~ij ~~'l~q~ II 
~.¥Jt. '-It-I;, ql· \q.. 

~. ~~~~ifl~~ '~n"' ~fJfSf~~ II 
~. ~1· ,-~-~. qt· q.,\. 

[ 6JifR+I~ 6Jltil'fcI f;I~;qr~~da.-;m !{~ ] 

~. ft~t ~ifit~Etifi"l~:'~lf+l.rrS'U{1{l:ei mr{1{,. 'i1!; ••• • t'I~l't 
ta_Ili"!lJlilt4ft"1l:f. ilTilT"i(!~~q: "or. ta~!6";ijlifl({lfai(!~~q {~~l;~ II 

~. ~,. ,-~-,q., ql· ,,~. 
[ ~(1~(1~Tfci~~ifl~~~ - ~~'l:17H.nnt~ aTf<l~Cjif.iP=l," 6J1;1IH:r: qf~or;:\:liff<i 

~<f\ii:r~: ~~m+l?{l~{iri:t~'l. II ] 

, o. ~ ftr~I~lil~t'I 'f<' ~'itq1tT(~({: II 

~. ~,. ,-\- ,q., IJT· ,,~ 

, ,. (~iltl8) ~~~qrflilr..~) ftr~I!lJlif!lif~ar if QR'fIN-!6:- II 

~. 4f1. ,-~-, 0, qt. ,'\-. , ~. ~~1" .iIT~i\sA q{+I"+I~ f~~l;r.wlifsrfu,,~T ta~m"l;q~,,: 
~1t<1~~'~(!: f~at ~~q~, ~~+lqt6t~f() fi:lQ;q"5flifsrra~" ta~t,,~f'm­
G"I~~ II ~. 4fl· ~-,-~, ql· '~'i, ,~~. 

, ~. a~q;{~I[I~if 'i1! li"1i.'11f~(i.\:l~ iJ.\-:lii' "f~,f~~;:~ t;:r m~ 

({~or. q:cpHlil~ci; qlnnN-;j; ({~'lrn . ~q'll8Iif~fnt~ ~ il'ifJf~ II 
~.~. ~-,-,v, ql. ,~~. 

~~. wr~ "<l ~({J ~"Jimf~~I;:fhl~if ,,~~f.I~~ifl~: srRlonf\:lM 
4fi1rn, Ilfq~ ~"fa t1~1 sft~~ ~.:hnftf€l~, iJj!:I17fW i{:i~"'~; ~R~~ 

f+lQ;l;'~'i1fq~f+~i:f~ ~({;;~ii~'m ~i'l~!fJI~if inf\:la"'l~ H 

~. 4ft· ~-'-H, ql· 't0~. 

'.i '-\. Gft;iT" wr"'lilq".mi~ ~mlu'''liif~" "~<n 6t$~if ~;~if 
~:~1t~fmq"uq, ~~ t\:\i1)q~),,~f~+I.q~ I trei q{~IQ{~ ~~ll1ftf~"l.n 



n :ltJIil~ ~~I:t}~ ~ ~l ~~~~S~l!hl~ ~} 1!h1!:1t~ ) ~~ ~ 

-Jt~~l~b~~ hlStl:} ~ 'f!SlJlt J~~J~~ ~~~hVtbJhUt 1~~~ ~ ~ ~~ 

I :tdhll.I!J~~le '2Pdgj!h ~lf!hlE ~l~hhSlllt ~~lt~h~~ !I:!l!l!el~ 
~~ E~~~~elEb~ltl~~b~!hl~J:e ~ W19 I al!hl!ldJ ~h~lt 

Jl-stc :.a?J~ ~~lli~hblD~le ~Slllt hl~~ ~ :~~~lhllt 

~lhhl~ ~~ij~(h~~~)!hili °e 
II '&h~~ ~~ 

~ ~I )lYil~JJ )lltl1 ~h~1ilS ~ ~~~ij~gll:l!~19 1~llthJ2Yi 

Jf!~bb~l~h~lalltElh~.I!J W~~~ ~Slllt ~~~ ~~ '&~l~lh~l:!J 

I :h~~ ~ EJ;;lEl~f!~~-~MJ9~ ~~~~l1ih:l~1~1~~~~ij~lt~1~JltH19 

'@hIE E~~l~!h :Q~l1i ~~ I :JYielE E~~~lh~ :j~~~~lJ:m~~ 
- :Q~lli ':~fllhl~ ':~~1WQ19 ':alh~19 ~ ~llt~ 

["1tm~~s~~ 
~J:te~~ - tt~llh.lw~ ~~Ur:61;t} ~~ld~ l= ~ :!tl~!4.lld~ :!tl~li£:61;!J ] 

O~?~ "Ib ,~-\-~ °ltt:~ .1 ~~U~~ Illl!!f!rwlkJnl~l!!Jf! 

-B~l.l'hly lJiI lkb • ~~~b~ Ih~f!~lkb lh~h~~ (6\-'-\ "!a) ,J;!lltln,Q, 

Ih:!~Il!:I1~b l.lll!!f!I:l~I19 JiI~:!l:l~I}l!!Jf!l:l~l!9 ~lB~nl!~%~ lnh I ~~tt 

I!i!~~~ :~f!ln~.ty lhla~~!i~ :~& ,tdkn 1~IJ:tbJ.IS!b21.Nb 4bum~ 

\.~Ih:a.ty 4hla.tel~!i~ ~~~~ ~.IliJ~!i! ~b J:tl~ ~1S!b1t -" f. 

[ n :l~ttbl!l~lInl;!J l= ~ - :~@I@:Y!9 ':J:tJ:t <:1illtltJl.ll.'6I;t}] 

-\~~ -Ib 'h-~-~ ,Ut:~ II ~j ~~1~:2 bb ~~l:tW!JJ:tttJlli:a~ 

~h:tlt~Q~.NJ~ .NBB • :~lJ:t~~~J.t;s.~l~.ty~!l 1!~1a~~ !,!~~Jt;J:tJ 

~~19 ~!l JiI~~lI '.Iij~.I:t~IJ:!~I~l!IJ:titJlaB ~:2 WJ:t}I2:"!1~I~J:tJ~!llnQ 
< ~lriIttf!lbi:!J~~Il:UtJlaa !=l:2 ~~~~lla~~~llafjlt~~~ 1': Inb -~ ~ 

o\~~ -Ib '~a-\-~ "Itt o~ 
[ tt~l~1tt:GI;t} - :J:tl:t ] 

II fj~S~~lJ:t}lb ~ ~ ~'J:t1tJJla:2 ~lJ aJ:tJ~J:t~ 

- .~~~h .. "lhwhl!~~b3J:tll!fj~ID~h:.II2!.I?YS • I:'&J1t IJ:! l,!!1.tt~1~:2 

'&.lWJ:tJa!l:lijt9~m~ ~&la ?" 



.I:i:~~U~2~~3! illb~!£ll:!~~ '.rn~bu~~lg;,.I:i:~llt ~3! ,:~&kt¥ l~l:!yll2.~~, 

I!: la I Itdl:!hl1:i :~itk ill~ltdhfi~lfu~ rn~~ e~~&Ud.l:t i=l:9 ] 
°'ba l '?U °lb '\-&- ~ °llt o~ 

" ~ll!nf:e&IIit!ob~~I:i~tc~i;!!oQ 'Ihl.l:t 112 ~ l~b!.iA I ~~lDta~:!1:t 

~~ ( " t - a" ~), '&lBr~1:t ~ ~~tl:t~lli'\y ~~1S ~ p~11:t , -~~ ~\!I.l:tt!~!D 
I :~Rs ~) (e - ~-e "¥t).:lb :Q~b ~!lmlB,-HQij\!l2~mli!~!b I :~~ ~~ 
(u-?-\ "i) , NQ4,!S NQ\!9 ftol!l!l.I:t ":a!it ~su.~el ft!l:t~Qh, I h.a~~ 

~~2&1.!l1~1~~!b ~1:l!21<~!:! I :1I~\y- t!Dij b~ ~l~ :IQ~ll3"!t~!lb~~ ~l2!h 

':Bil:lHUt ijl!:Ubll:t l~nBr~!b Ih~~~~~h!!.I:t :~JI.!l~ij! ~ l!1!l:t~lll~. 

I ~1~~-~&l£iji U2iQ Ibll@j & :Qi I :9:Jb!I!lidi a. !.I!I~& I :~bI!b~1a.lS 

b}9 b}Q~l~JJ,g I ~b~ ¥~i!:t t2i1Brt:!lb li!:'\y Ib9 ~ .I! I 112 ~ ~1a~1B 
I Ib!~:!ltb~:tlb~l!U= 1.12 I ~==Q~.I! '~h:tl.tbli:ts4!l1tJ5) 1~I:!UI1S :itJI~1:t 

·blo~ II!~UBr~lb I '&1l1l!1D}I!I!.I!!l't.1S J~Q .tt~.I£a1S '1:1@=ubli:tl.l!~~lDll!l! 
:B1t~ ~b1tl1S ~l2Jl!l! 4~:!9~ ~~ ijb - ~m.~19 I ~ijlJ:t1tblid.l! 
·~~l!IJ.:\1S l1bl~l!1tI1S :QUJ5) Ja~~ltI I B~bltt~B ~h ~1l!1.o11!l!~IJ.:\.1S ~a 

l!h 12 'Q~I.ililij1S ~~~1~2~~h:O!h~lt2ilQJ,g 1': 11::J:t~llaQ '.Q~tl.tbli:tlt~1~21$ 

·~b!l:tt~l.UI1S ~lf~I~ij! ~~.l:tl.l!~b!1tJI::1r~~I1~ ~b - l!l~ltI 0& 

[ II H..I:i:~ ~~!I:!lt Ih:~l..l:i:~ ~~1.I:t~l9::lf 'EJ~ 19;,.w.I:!l:i~l~e..l:i:~~& l~l@llS 1& 

~ ~Q '~..I:i:l~~ In~\..I:i:b}bl..l:i:H:t ll!l.i:t.l:i:l~1s ~~~J&ll2.~I2...I:i: Ql..l:i:Hl~l!l.i:t&] 

o\"" "III 'H-e-t. °lit"~ \I ~ll\b~1S ll~Q~~ij 

-~~alt ~Br~lb ~l~~llb!~~ ~U:&Q I hlBh~ijb 'Q~~~~h ~~~Blt 

~:=Is!~&~I~~lb!:.I!~~~b~~ ~ll:tb~~~ ~.l:tl!lJ.:\Js ijh & ~Q!!ij I ~b:=~ 
J,g~.bb:i2~Ua9 bt1tb~:t.l:te!o9 ~~Q~ ~l2J~ J:tl.l! J:!1J.:\1S ~t.l! • ~ 

° a' °lb 'H - e - ~ °lit "~ 1\ ~llbb~~}QI& :Bbb~!a! ~~1~ 'e~lt~a 

:j!~ll:tltJI2@=ijbb:!ll:tI.l!Q~I~bli~1Slli~.l:tl.ob~~~II:!~b!~~~.I! • ~ 

OGle °lll ,~-t-~ °lit -'h 
1\ :J:t~ ~~ ~~~~lb! ~lh:iltl ~:!lJ:tl.l! ~ij!~~~ltlb:tll:!~t! 

·II:!~B 6 ~l:Pl:!it ".!th'\y b}j!I.ililBsQ~b~filJs~b 'It!i1~el!ii ~ ° f. 

[ ·U0!l!SOdUI!~;)dns ~o ~AP!AV 
Aq dn p;un[uo;) ;);)U~~~:Jdd~ :JA!l;):J[qO JO ;)SU~S ;)ql U! 1lt,llw 

p~OM ;)ql s:Jsn SA~MIB ~~~){g~IS l~r.p ~U!MOqS SUO!l~lono] 

~Ii\ 'h.a~~h 



tt"IiT~, O!fr<{iHR<F.{~<ir 8l~fi:!at (lrit<r 'an~~T~fu::' ~ ~~Frp7.r '31~R­
~filO'jr"~R~"IiT~~ \:lqr~r<f<!ir\1Jj(~;:r +n~ q~+rrt>l~[ts~(d'?;~fu 'ifQTi1 I G1';{ 

~T~S&fiT;:ar 8lT<!i"m~~~r: ~~~<{rf<tiUrffiqcHljT <tT~<!ir: ~~cF~ i'ti~ll~, 

'R+rr<:+rT~Un+rFc!~m+r<!it "fhr~f~~'iTfct~rfcI;:r ~~clf ~~~qrqJ'f<!i51'q~':n~;:rt 
"5f~r;:r~;:r ~i51'~rfit'l1[,<lJR1~~prr~mqrC{+rrq 51"8n'ff;:G~;aqtjCi:I;:r c;~r:q~~ ~clfl3:t 
m<lrFc!~u: \I] 

'-\. 1If~~[<ti~q'a ifT~~q i.'I~ifl;:q("I+~HliR;i:q;fr~ ~~[tSl'Q'~GI'lia 

~:iJ~"<1M ~n?1T. ~f~:, Sl~re:tf6 "€I' ~Ri~;a~qh:f+l'~~ II 
~. ~r· ~-~-,~, til. ~o,. 

'i. 'if?tUl",~q~i{:a ifT~Q';:;OS~if ~Q'i1~if <O<!fi~i.'I'l;;~!~'li~~ii;;y 

a~i{I;:qtifl+lJIJfr.cci:q.fWtif iii&!' qft~Ii1If.tt1oi;;qi{~ltt~q?{~ot ~~Q'~~ I qlt· 

~nfil~if :a ~q01 t1i;;qi{~,tI;fti.'lJlqftlJ'fi.'l;fttftma I I!iI'aT~~IJ'f~I~(~1l'iH~~r · 

iiifuqi.'l~ .q~l\~qfu if R{I!iQ';n;i ~Oi: ~~qfu II 

~. +1'1· ~-'i-~It, ql· ~U. ; ~,~. 

[lJ~<{rFc!mq;fc;q(1<fbf~Rn(~;:r ;;lfqf<::~ :qg~li.\T~~ut (~~r. ., -){ - ~) 

('l~q ~oit ~~;:r olf~~+r';{ I 'a@I~:H>f~ql!'.:nrqcn', '6{~~cn', 

'81rctiUrCfiWQcU' - ~Rl "€I' qlJ~lJT: II ] 

It. q:QI!i~ ~~,,"~I~ srern.~I!iGqqf'~d~fu ~~ if I 6lf.lurSi.~q­
~T~8ifl,,~qJl'lql~~~if 6I't::r~ sr~~\'fi(f{I~ II ~:+I'I. ~_;o _~, Q'I· ~~~, 

~H.· 

~ • a'{~tJ~~~Uf ~Uret tiT a'{~tfTijl~~4{ij q~~ Wi Uij~~ij 

7.{~fq '3tr~i{rifr~i{crt~;~;:lii~~i~: ~!'fi~oqq~T~~m'Q~, t:1~r~ 

tlic~lf{G;~rlir~ am~r 8l~R~~ar ('u ~rm+rr 8lr~q~UtOf "fr Of 

ij~~ll~ - \~ q{liru~F6: I ollr~~Flij~liJ § \31fc!.~r~fu;: 

iIitI«t~qijr~m~ 6 (1fft~C(P.rqrc~:llcft~mfi6~ I ~rflIre~r~~~ sfq 

f+r~llrq~~iIUnFcr~rrm~: qftrJlJl~ ~~ll~fttia~ ! ~T'5~ 1l?T lj'~itf.{H1-
{~r;:~u i3"G;r~~u: e~ ij~~Tcli~~";{rJlr~~r~i~~ qtSl aT~~iif~ (1Q,. 

~~q~ClrClreg~ ~~ mq\i[HO'l!l~~ ~re ~G;mrjr~ ~~r;:a~HCfl{r~ 
ifiR\RfG:~ ijlJ:~.a u 



[ The following are quotations confirming tha t 5'arikara 
always thinks that in all Cases of superimposition, the subs­
trate is never affected by the merit or demerit of that which 

is superimposed upon it . There is not a single instance to 
support the surmise that the Bh:,shya ever supports the view 
that unreal appearances are the effect of avidya clinging to 
the substrate. J 

,:. ~H: C{,mm ~~f;:if't4i;f!~=&:~qlfi:rfi1: qftf~~WHi.rr "l'r~: l!ilff", 

~E~'1"l~a I ~P.ii <if<!$t!fil~qif~cml<~ ~qftf~~~~~ "'m: qftf:;~~r{~<t­
l-Tlt:ta, a'[q: II ~. +rl. ~ -~ - fi, qr. ~ It. 

~. r,<I:~ ~:;f~ffl~ a'q,~.::rf~fitYft ~q!1i~~a. qnmilCf "+Tq~; 

<:f~1 ~Gffil~mrrfi1r er<!l~f+T~qlf;lf+iflYft ~,.~~qHr!T/lf.I 'l~r!fii~ ~i:f 

+TEt~a' II {l. +rl· '-~-It, en. ~It. 

~. q~l ~~~ ~'ii~~.fi!l ~I~<i ~~ :;;r ~~q sn~ ~~'Ii!fij!1JI~ 
~'ffioftC'j';IUq7f'<lfiT{~~'ffifi.l'q +Tqm, SI,:r101\lff.t6fif~$!{ifOl!~ q{l~"': ~q;ftifi: 

~.n~iiYf ""~Cf~Yf 'it ~~ii ~qfJ1lf+rf.t"ltutf i[~~~'lla SlFFfi't"" l'l~t( (.lor, ; 8tll 

~~I~qr:q~~~i;f ~Cf) ;ilEt~ ~f6~cl fifC'fifif~;j m1{I~ t1~R 
fif~$fu!lfri'/'i>ri ~~q(1nf+Tf.l .. qf",: ~~'~IE,,~~qT'ilTfa: II 

~. ~n. ~-~-\lQ". ql· n~. 

~. f.r(qg~:~~!!'t'fi~+rt~ ~~~ ~~~Roa-~~ q{m~"f.t af[qf\a 
~<i ~q .. ril~ftq a'C'j';J:f~I~ Q'A:as~ql'l~ II ~. +rl. 'I - ~ - ~ Q", Q'T." '-\. 

~. O! ~IMun..:ll'l~q~ii{ 'il! q~fli\': ifif~<r fiI~irsf~ I <l~T !fif&l~ 

~:hmQ Q'Rf{1T ifilf~tr~~Jlf~ ~pliRl.n -J1cir ~qJ:fIOf: q~14a , 5 "liQ'it ~l~I~­

, ~1 ~1: \ i!lqJl~:' {~\!!~r{ , fl:m; ~ '« l'l~q~l~ 8f~~tf +T~ijH~~<r 
~q~ 'ii'!Srttot ~ I "' r'4~~Pa.ltil~ a'~qrr~~l~ "l r,J~~"f: ~f~<r i1~'5f: 
~I~; titira'~fq ifl:!~'lf~ II ~. ~!. \-~-~, q;. ',-\~. 

~. ~p:isriB'i ~{1~ ~Ift{~c.r ~i~HC:R~r{!jqf~~lf~' if 'l!?Tr;:al~~ll':j~. I 

CI1'a*~ ~il~'t~ ili&r!~~~,n::rq;>J~~~I;j ~!~If~;r,~ ~,ftnf4lt<Q'~ ~1\:1cf. ~qW~, 

t~j;fl~g~q 5[" ~q~~!'g~'tifl~ I an~~ 'if ~Tlft~:c:l1"~ a~rll>1"J.: ff~~: 
~r~IiF.t!fi) ;;!i<nrn inf'ej'oY +T~~ II ~. ~l· ~-~-nl, ql. ~o,.\$. 
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It. ;, ~~~nffifuq~if ~q~~if ~i~:q<t q~Q ~q<lla I Oil fil ft;m?i'i~~~ 
:or~~if ut;'i) ~~ "l;::{lJT ~qm.n ~iiJi ~ +l<!re II 

'i' ~1· ~-'-~19. qt· ~ n· 
G . 'l ~ ~:;;~: ~iJ. ~'ii~~: ar!$m1iil?l:,nf'<1~'llt{~,,€t ;;(~~ II 

~. ~l· "i( -~- ':J 'j, qi· \,-\~ . 

~. 1lf~'~iI"l"1i~) ~&IU~<fiftJi"'.\. Ol'~ ~q~) f<t~"1 );ff.St~I1:tHl ~m 

~;Z1q:, (ffi) ~~;:nf."n~4~q"q~q"~1~~{~OYI~ f\ftr~'S"1~' ' ~Sfiitcnfi;m~ 

~'~ • 8~{1~ ~ 6fTUH ~""~~ ' ~; fjfta:r~l~~a ~~I ~~~hfi~qw~J 
(fioJl :;;uf.til"f q"l'"tifl I i'l i:l~lflliii'l.·tF'if: Uifi~)S~ W'il~~Q'trq~: ~R~qSiiJq~ 

~Fcf~!i~ II ~ • .-rT· "i(-~-~'1, qt- ~n · 

, o. ;r.:qJ~~~ FliPfUi ('If[51Tif~I5l11: ~q~l1~~lf~~t en {:j~:it'l: 

~m~ i "'1'; f.t1;~q~iji lm~,,!~~~~eiT+r~'IB~: I {~~~~qqifii~;?r~q f~ 
(f~~~q~~lifP'~';fIt;' ~~qi~qraqfuilSq~ +riif6 I if "l ~uit" 9;if: 

f;pq~ Il ~.~t· ~-~-;n> qT· ~~~. 

~f;a;;; ~ q{Jil~J1T(?i;~1i etl'H+r.~: ~refl5l"ll~ ; ~~l ~~!fl~~ 

'i' ;rT· ~-~-~~, tH· ~fi'"'· 

,~. q~, );fl4il'liT'~i~6"~,,!q~i3its~fu5~ii<iit~ti~~!! .,-;ihi'-<lf"1-
~~~ 1tif.Wl'il ~l"'+rIf.F~, if ":f ~l+rl~t'i~f€t~'if~~~j ~ffi J tr~g'Hfu­
f-t{fl'O ~enqJ!"I.Jiil<:\: i ~tl~~~;q~~ II ~. +rl· it,- ~ -~"1, qt· "i("~. 

'.I it. ~f~",t ~~a{flra SR~m~;;y ~fui<l"l", ~q ~fffi<fiillt&~: • 

,::na'iT;;;~~~ {&iaSJm~UJ1~: ~t~i;f ~ ~qi ~;slefflRr, if ~ (l;;Y 

~::naJif~ II ~. +rl· V-'i-"1, Q'T· ~~~. 

,~. iil~~~ ~ file:lJl~lir fiJ::q;o~~li'IiI~ ~iHfif~Et'1iiI~ ~f~lif.I&i" · 

~~qaiJ '{q \I '!.. +rl· "Q-'-'j '~. , qy. ~~''i . 

\$. 3Tl~fff4 ~~~~{l:r~~i~Rq~tFi+.(, 
:m~ffFH~ff.rr~T;qr~~Tij!!l{ 

~~f;;F.n~1'l T+jR~r"fi~q~~CirC{~a~ej~ , em+roTI ~&r~;;f ~ 
{n:~U'eGH~~ tl~o:;;fi:Ha:H~g;: - {RI lilCl{+ra~G;:if~rf.t ~fuR~ 
eHCfl{Ffii)~lfu~Fa II 



[Quotalions tG testify- that the body, senses &c. conHi­

tuting the condi':ioning associates of .t1 .. tman, are all the 

figment of Avidya. There is n othir;g to voud:! for any actual 
r:elation between .\.tman and th~se associates. 1 

,. "1 IDT'1';f: f"ftn ~ f\i qpr;;;;~oi ftr~~f~H~ ~~:'H 1\';146' 

~~ftml 'iiT~li ilic;~ftr;Xt1. il ~. ~r· 1---;-'l, qr. ~~: 

~. ~~I~CiqFt~'ft;'~'m+\'''; CSfprfilt ~~lif 'lft'im-it ;ftCfl:~ ~ f~~, 
~~ ~~ i !lm-~"~i!ilct~ ~1'J1~~g~q~qSJ~~:: t :q'~ f~ ~~t er~,~~:, 
'litJT iiR{I~m"l~~~~ 6ljl'Cl'qel'J.ft\)ilila:~i tq~~~~i"P:r~H~ ~<fts;:q: 
SJR!r~: , 6a'N ~;:;~: !t~Iii: SJlfit~: ettq~··h.:rr~fi:t: l~~~~: ~k;;;;: ~?":, 
~~ ~~q m~~~~~~:j~ n"to1't ~a;6':, inSlm~:.;:lt~~,,~ ( "1"';( ~ ;q:Ri~ 
"';~~;;;~~~~" ~1f<;5f.!rf~",.(~'t ~~''f~h ~ met' I ~pn ~~F~!;': ,~ ~-ltWq<l 
~'-l~~m!JJra~ ~~'i~H;;q:7'~il~ ~r~~~"1'l; :q'\lf! lifT ~fi:ii~IQT'l; OT~f~ 
~~mfRRlf f.t'f~~ ~({tIE<i~"1, ~~~ ~~1~~~1~ "~mm f.lt~q'<'rRt71 ~~~.­
s:r~li:f.t SI' ;'~lifl~fitF.t~~~ ~~Q!fifl~ ~~ ~ft01"l ~~q) ~~ij~? ClTirn!"li~~' 
f<f~~;;" Jf~ qfu~{lPlt~ 6ljG'fIf.tqf~l"lf~ 'lfq~Wi'\ ~i{S\t~~ ~Ef8: I 

~li'( ~fft\;;qfm.t't'l'ilNilf~ .. ~:{"~~f ~~1~ 1If~~~lN: fii~~tr, '1 t'fTot: II 
~·<:rl · ~-'i ·- v~ tH· ~~. 

~ . ~~ ft qc;~<<i ~')if,!~ ~ ~-':~~';l~{})' ~a~6~~m<trfu-~li'l:;j 
<f;<!t<l~ I qHn~.1a~g; ~!"4i\"l{~!fq ~~1il\'~, ~~'i'il~~·Y<l. ;r'i';~~, fOi ~f!5~ I'<fT"ll 
~~~~ I c:r~,,:n~c'~q~l~1'i;zq(itEi"E.fi~ Pi'~~ !i!~~t ~ l:i+f"fm II 

q ~f. 1-~ -- ~~, qr. "'~. 

~. 1'!l~;;ifqF{'1~IR'iil% i~':f,'iOli{nf\:1~m~ s~ l:(jn~,(::6<:'m(ijT~~-
;;qQ~~: ~ (n~mfir~~ !! ~: ..,.f· '-~-~o, tHo t:'l. 

,\. .. ~ ~'t ~lll1~~I~if.~~IT!~. ~~'l'!q€~"T~rfqi.'i"1m~~ r;f~e~~d1i' 
;:nf.t';r: ;:;~il'i~ ~ml1f.t' <f.~'l~~ : 'iHfiHllr',"q'~~ II 

;:r. +fi· ~-'<-~~. q' G:~f. 

e.. ~~~) &\. tfi~{~ i\' +fT'l'1:<~~;Y ~ rlm~,ft( ~g4!~'iii\;J~sri; .. ~~\"4;~r 

~<I !lm-~') ;;H~' ~~l1r ~WlttVT ~~~T.f~ U ~. 0:'11. 'i - ~-~, 'i1 · ~$< 

". ~(jar f.1SSFn~::fq;r'H!~::tm: ~~£riw~fH:~:n~~'!m~Hn,'t~6 '­

~'llfblf.tm'Qi ~~ .. qTl{;:rrf~tf,: ~~~~s~: e'~: ~~I;:~il\',~fin+~qt'f;: :w>:;': [i 

~: .. ,. '-'d-~:::, qr.ll!>lI.· 



~. g ... t<:rln:r~61~if ~Zf'6IfiT~lifhn"J,. ... F.tQfI~~~q~lfqaifn:r~q­

iJi6'6I~ilitUlG~1613Uf"<l;fT eftifl~~I"!.. F.t~T"I~iI'if: S1tf1~ ;lll(i:1TtF.t~i\' II 
~.ltT. ~-,-,~, qT. ~o'. 

~. ...fa'~IS1,~q~ltq6iflil'~q'li~lq'6~Ulg~lffiql~<lF.t~Cf;~al it 
~Ifi.tf: it61i1itUIl~~~UI: ~gTt:, II ~ qtJl"i~ffis~at~llG'li~ at.n:;;JIJf II 

~. ltT. ~-,-~~, qt. ~o~. 

, o. II ~ ~~: ~~~"I ifiif~~l~Jjif: ~~:nft:~'U:)ft:tf I ~q9:qlf"<l­
"1i1""llIQf.lffI'ti ~ Cf;~t"lt~t"I~e-~ui ~~:rrft:~~ "'iIi~tlt)c;«W ... ~~nft:OJ: 
f;n<l~'ffi~ ~6 atTtW": II ~. ~f. ~-l.-~~, I'll· ~~,. 

, , • qt"1~8~~ if 5ft.n ifl'" !~~qlf"<l~if;:\:lqft~q6~~q-
Iilqfa~\Ollfttf II ~.ltl. ~-l.-~o. qt· ~~~. 

, ~. at"'... ffI~<lTl!JT,,~{:gUSll;f~iI'm !~'<1qlf\:l{:i'ti;:"<l: I if ... 

ffI~llll!JTif~ g;qtl!Jl"t~;:ll~ fifif~t"=tf II ~.ltl."'~-l.-l.o, ql · :t~~. 
[ at~<lm~~UjT~~T5f(~!J~TftrcH ~fu:, 8JFct~~ lZ;:m~;ft 

~fuBq;:1:1:, cr~IJf["tH~~ I ] 

, l.. ~ a"qlf"<l\:lJl"'''ll1~~<I 8Tl~Jfif: Cf;~~<I~, if ~lltl~Cf;~ " 
~.ltl. ~-l.-\lo, ql· ~Q,~. 

,~. '6: ~if~i:1~;:"<l:? ~i:1J~t~ "~lffiS~it~~I~iI'fif fitqfitf-

sr~mEqf~: I •••••••• 6~ifJl"f.tQflf.lfir~~'fJ~q,f\:l~if~'litflf~ql~ ~Cf;T~;qI· 

¥~qmtsft "'3l!Jlqft~!~ "'<lilii1i~~(i1iq?)a II ~.~t1. ~ -l.-~c, qT· l. 0'. 
,'-\. msft ~ \Sf'Tif~ l!J1~"dqfaU~leiT ~il:~lTl~' ~~fur~)gf~-

F.tqq~~ifl~mlTi<r ltifftr I ........ q<lJl'f.t~IS1~~q~I"'tf"li1'~q'lio~i:11~qlf\:l­

itlTi~ 6~f.t~'6~JfiJim 5ftif~ ~1~"dqmU~I<1: II 

~.ltl. ~-~-') Ill· ~.~. 

'-\. aytiiiJRt oqCl~'~: , ij~ij'~ :q 

-" fu~~rSJrrjf.1f?r~: ij~i~a fu~;ftii«1 'a:{~fu~~', 'i{Jt~~' 
~Rl ~6Mri)sir ~€fiolJc{~:H:" - {RI~rl3i) ij«1: q~&{'~i{r ; \31~a­
ilri{~q!ti8~f;Wt I a tt~~~C{ 'e:{(~', '~i{'- {Rl ~i;f;rilf oq~~,~ 
~qRl I 8=;f 'a:{~~' ~Rl olJq~l~ a:j~a~ir:m ijMi2l:, a~r 
'iji{' ~Rl oqc{~l~ S1~olJq~T~m:qH~mi{o?t \31~af~sfq t1fi't1f<';~: 



fil~llT~r~~q - ~ m~~~~ ~~~~iJ: I ij ~ ~~~~q 
'0l~1fr~~' ~ti}~ ~ci't Ol{q~{cft~fl1~ni}ur I 8?1 a:j~;ll~ ~Hm'TlUct. 

~~~iJrciJr~ ~~:;;ll G;~fir~ ~~i;:Cfij'lM: - (fa ~~fir~ 
'fifa~~:rCfliT;:~~lmll;;a II 

[ In the proposition 'm?;~T~lT'!f.lmTl:' etc., it has been de­

clared that empirical life involves the thought and action 
based upon it which mixes up the Real and the unreal when 
people talk in the terms of 'me' and 'mine'. The 'me' is a com­
mingling of the real Atman and the unreal body, senses &c. 
made up of the unreal names and forms projected by igno­
rance. When S'arikara writes, " It is a natural item of human 
behaviour to think • I am this', 'This is mine' in common 
life ", he really means that there is a mixture of the real 
Self and the unreal not-self rolled up into one as 'me'. 

We shall now quote some statements from the Bhashya, 
which make it clear that this is really what he means: 

,. ~cn:r~~ftrifl{ "~~$f'i:!'Hn~iOt SI('qlTln:r~"q~ d:q ~-
Jm~lir ~~~:nfiFoi ofiJ:qq~!JI 8Plf:lfitO'fI~!! lI"q~~ II Uf"'ll.lll· ql. V. 

[l3l~+r~:-" ~rr~:ft ~~~ ~~iJ1(+rli(f:, q~+rl~(f ~q ~<n(+r<ii: am.~~~ I 

(lf~ 8l~'W\1~a:rUJ+rifT(+rT,!~~~~q '~ij'fl..' ~fCI G~q~l{: I 6l~W\1~~!ffIll· 
~r(f:<ii\oT:q 8l'!1(+r~~ 8l~<m<iifuq~q 8l'2(fQ, ~(~it~l~qH+rr '61~~' ~fc't 

m?~q o~q~:q~ I 6l~W{~ 6l~c\;l!~q ~lfi{t~~;~~it~iit<i ~m;l!q~q+JT~~ I 
o~<J~+Jir m~<il~q '81~' ~ffi Olf~ru ~~ ~ I ~G!il81;o:~~~qqo1ij,! 
~~f<tQJ~~q~~q II " ] 

[ The import of this statement is that when people talk 
of , me', they superimpose the Ahmikiira or the ego on the 
Witnessing Atman, and the latter up un the inner organ (the 
mind) etc. The Witness cannot be really the mind which is 
always an object deriving its semblance of Consciousness 
from the Witness, which is intrinsically of the essence of 

Pure Consciousness, which, in its turlll, is really One without 



a second and so never tinged. by mind etc. This hecomes 
clear from the citat ~on about the inner organ or the raind 
to be adduced presently J 

~. 1ijc::{,€qir~\H€iiT.~<2~ t{lJl: qo:~ ~r.~~~f:, f>~?<1~ qo:'lJ ~~lfii' 
tllfin I q"l<i'({I;;;f~qilultmlTlil;:~!: q;:~ q;~¥t~,:, i"il:t~'~ '<i qo:~ q;l:if":r­
~flfin I ~<tNfa:tlit ~iii'~<4'CJ:fu f.tOf~g iJ.:~~ E!f~ifi'[f~'l'iil;. I 6~q 'li~~11<'i:. 
~~<;; f+1~i€<r ;;;~Qf{l!!~~-'~VI:', '~f.a:', 'E!f~~n:J~ 'R~ ' '" ~f..ll n~l "1 

~: ifilJrlUI iU0i11f.tI:1T CJ:~1{~mi~ 8TT~ - ' ~(f~~~ ~. <i' ~q , \ 't:. , - '-\ - ~ ) 
~fu II ~. +1i· ~-'d-q, Ql. ~()Q,.. l\.'lo. 

[81?\ ~~T~~~~l!q:;~~Tf;~l!TurTll. , q:q~T~'f,ili~~a;:rT~l~T q~. 
q;~f;~murr 'cnQa'!'17,f 8{;:ff:;ogul 'fHi ~<lNFc1~i 8~;:i'lRf;:<~ ~FI:~':;~ <i o;qqfct~ 
('!~tjT;:ff:<f,~Ur ~r~<n;:w~R'nT~~.fit ~qfct~;qi!t ~fufcl~qlq(,1"1T ~~H~ I ] 

[ Here in contrast to the external organs of sense and 
action, the internal organ or mind has been referred LO by 
the general name of Manas. This internal organ is also 
called by different names such as 'manas', 'buddhi', 'ahan­

ka ra ' and 'chitta' with reference to its particular functions.] 

l\.. 8li11UliT: ~·qIRr1i.nl;:8:lIi{ui 'iFf:', '~f;jf.:', '~~iiT¥!;.', '~~~' 

- i!~ 'itl~'f.\-ll 5~ ,,~!f~;r;o:q~ I Ei>~liJ qf~~qlit~ ~~~n~<if~~ 'Jl'if' 

e:f!IT:lia I fif~qlWifu~ '~f'~'ftm II ~.~:n. ~-l\.-l\.~, IH·~<':Q., 

'6. Sl'~l!'r.l ~ ~!<rl"HFii~: ~i'I~li<l'~<;H\ I (f~' ~~il}llJl!'T <:i(~~\:f 

~q q;;f&T;;:~;a~, etTc:t:!tllVI qft~ift(f: ~f~;p~~ ~fu ~'m~ i ..... . . f.~<i ~ 

Cl~Ii>~', ,,~srm<1fa'i~Ul sr~~'!l ~f;lt: f~~,: ~~~~;;~ I \:f~q:;~ ~ ~ 
iJ.:<W.;.TIRt I 'tI.n{;:tj: Mtq;i ~!ir~~"I'iolW;m "f+!'<I! if>=:tflfu ' (~. ~ .. ~ - ~ ) 
~ ~;:~ii.tIP,'~ I '''''I~ii~S'f.qflit~'\£ +r1;;ffiHH~.nfqa;: ' ('iiI. 1I.-~') ~~ 
oq I (f~1 'it - ~ q:lIiT ~i{: ~ci~a!i f!.G: (:l~6li\tfi ~<1~,elF\:f~i"liT I ljiil"\;~~: 

~~~(tlf"iql~: m~ ri?m if;tt;r;T f;j~(JjN ' l,g· ~ -11 ! ~iti I '~q~rr:<'( 
~l~i'i~PH;~(Jj~~lf~~!Z ~~~{nqf<l;jf.'i..' \~. G ' ~k\ ~;t <:'!O';;f( Qiiii ?Fc.i!~­
~~oi ~~l!'~;f!.ai '" BrijlOlT ~~qel: II ~. +1I· '1-1-1::· qT· 'i~, ~c. 

[81~T~~G'. e:HtS!~:r~lfcl~~:, Slc.<!m - ~Rl :q 31~:;:j~"t~f;:;;:~T;:(1:'f,~U; 
eJ~Sl~~iT):q~ 8m~n qU~~: I "f6.lraR'\fi: UT<.:n :q ;g~iTff; 11~'ii!t§ "[6: ~'f, 
8lHiTT I Gt~q G~~TRt(ql3., ~~;gTITt{(qtl., ~}IF;f :cTI'<Rl:(- ~Ri ~nIB. II ] 



~i[~l~ ~~ ~lJ&1T ~'ezr~ilr~: 'f.'j"f ~~r '9 ~~fu _. {Rl 
:r.n~~ I amr~ zr~<:i~~lla ~r~~CfT:;:fr~: ~r~(r~'~';frPl: -

.. a~ ~'WI~ ~'Im:~q'{,-' \ifT"'l{=H~:fr ~%lH1T&ft ~fu j a~ ~~ 
r;T~n;:a:Ff,~!J}rq~~~ ~'<:i;:lj'~,; ?H1r~ g; 61;:a:Efj(ui)q~a ~a;:li~ I 

~Fa:'f.~01?l R~qU1~~qTfel~GF~lfFi'1~ij~:; \il~l·!fi ~~H:n&ft 

i=lTi=JT; ~li~9 ~':{r5m~ 4~~T'l~;~n'1~F'*:! ~sm:t!IC€fl ~1 
11!~qfua~':F'1~, I ~~ q~~ I (1~cHf~~a~WH'1r Q;Eficelf(l. II 11 

~fu I ail:. ~~~:rr ~Rt'2'tflf~&{~fc\'~~P3;. I ll!lSlffc.1~ =<{ - ~~~~~ll~ I 

~~ft mq~ ; ~1Oft: ~m +Ififf' (~.) \0 <mq~ at;a:~~TqIM' 

et)F4;:rr~ I ~ful~n::r~ @~~~ llej~ - ~mcq~1:i:q~:qn \lfTtT:, 

~Ciii(~~lllj'~~~~lrjr~lil;<:i:tfi~lJlIfu: I i'FCfiir fcif{~u! a:{T(li~:, 

f2FPtf~~'l:Jf~~it fi~llfc€? 3l~ iii:1i1., -- at!Jl~H~~~T~tc;~ ~Tti· 
~... A· t' .... 

t:!;:i:1 : '1i~~ "11~F!j~~:P<\'1icCf~ ~!~1 I Cf7f 91TB ll~F:f;:<:i:Of.~[JJ~iiT'el{T~rJ 

;jfTar~ \SfT1'(Sffi1~ a~qrN~~(;5(~WIB~:c~qt'fi~~iJ.. j <:i~T fu 'IcTtRt 
~TIS;q~T~ : -

" ~?l:~qlfer'el:j1'h;'Hsf;r"'~ It 'Ii~~q+TtCf<,!~ql~ij;~ci ~~llt~~~ 
l1l'i:fiijnr)CfQ~I~~if~UJT {;t~~§~~ ~l'f 6f~~.,: H " 

~: lll· "t-lt-~Q., qf· ~~~. 

~~ I d~:;':~PF::i:::r;~ot ~iJ ~r \STT~BT~01 ¢qrP:~: ~ra:? Q;~ ~ 

fifi3T I <:ii:\~<ii~~ g; ~<?'if.it~~tq ~ ~Cfv.a I ~i:~~U~~i1~ - ;;fT((­

BTfu01: q~~~ ~?1FF!1 ~5f~rC!J~B';:\-:H~~B~ ~m I af(tfjq I];~~ I 

~l~~~Cj ~ifCf~ ~cft'HTttU~"!~~<;j'(eJr~ \f&~fq ~{rt ~~;:msf6 j 

~ s.lI~£Ir-R~~ ~:n~1lJ1: ~fa I ~~a '9f7f +!T~4Cf~'i~ --

( .... ) ~~i?i~''4'~'<Htji 'lillrili~tTJ~~n"'llfcl~1li~~T;it ;:r~~ t{f?tul~ffn:I;''=l~ 

~l'f: G"~mp'\lmi7: 'iiTJ11;~~Ii:l. ~ch~~lf'el"~lfl1~ ~I~ot: ~afu~~JQ'{I~ 



a~~!jJlfl ;p~~,nn<f,!~"55'~UJ{q ~gl{~ mf~;, C!~~Q~~~~~EI cq f.1:t!l~Of 
+r')eiim~~f:r!l~~ft\ I ~,,: ? a~~a: II ~.~T. ~-~-~', qf· ~".'-\, ~Q,.~. 

~fct II [81'5! ~ tf.Fl';:a{tt~f<;n&;mfi?~~~ ~q q<::.m~~irqUTtt~rr q{T~1:! 
~Fcl ~~e:Il. II ] 

[ Excerpts quoted in (4 and 5) from the Bhashya con­

firm the view that Ahallk3ra (the ego) on which the proper­

ties of the body, senses and the mind are superimposed, is 
the individual self; whereas the 8akshI (or the Witnessing 
Comciousness) is really the Is'vara or Brahman of the S'rutis. 
In the light of these excerpts, we see that the doctrine of 
Post-S'~lnkaras, who hold that perception is of two kinds, to 

wit, Jiva-sakshl and ls'vara-sakshl, is utterly opposed to 
S'ruti, reason based upon intuition as well as to the Bhashya, 
all of which proclaim that Sakshl is One without a second. ) 

~. iI~ &TI~~, 1f~~HTlffq'ilf~ql~ ~q~~~iiq f<i!IJVlIc! {~lf~qq~~ I 

if I mHlfa::j"~1ii'! SH:,:!~t"I~ I Of ~~s:r~lflff<i'ilf2li~"~Ri~if;tIl amT~l H<t­

~a~:, ~nJ:, ~$: ~G~Iif~lf: ~l;itiT fqfu'fillJ~ aciHJ1~ <fl ~iI~\\~iJ6: 
~li~m:n I ST(l: {.i Of if;if~Q.. s:run~lf'~ ~<f"':, f<i~~'i~~ <f~ ~~~ II 

~. UI· '-'-'8, q,. ~o. 

~& ~rl>~p:rqr)il~?tCJ q~rH {irf~FJFm~ ~~lrT~~r~lf.. - (Rf e:{~~­
~~qUJFH~iitl~T~:q~i'J ~f!T~qRf; lfTqar 

(0 6lr~~f 3"q~ilt~~q ?t~:, ., tr!'irUjr;~I~rrr ~c~i)ff,fal1~ I 

i3la: ~tlf~~~i~G;~~i'J qftllUJii~~ tI~~r ~qfaff,f~~ II 
[ , a~n~fcI<::lTqf[q:qT1J~q >!~TUjTf.t' ~(~q);g:m~Tt:qq::q<j'+r(:q~tr;:=it:q~5f I ] 

(;z) 6l~q~ljtlTat tl~ll.a~:, Q;1fi~ ~m ; 31a: ~;:ff:~{OHc(· 
R~-m \if1qtlr~·n, i3l~~: - ~fct :q ~Clm:~~ C{=t:{: II 

n) Efi~~r&:!l :qr€J.lI.. I 6la: q~'1P:IlI~ "i;:l!~ ~Rl~;:1:1ri1-
~~~: - ~fct ail o;qr~a: I i1 ~~~: {iff: ~fp-1r~tI;;:l:1r.,mra 
~~ qEfglI.. II 



('d) "f"if QWJJ2:: ~Hz/.t ~~'Ta:;'~ : ~al 
<fi~ en ~;Cinr§;l1fQ ~Ff~Ci ~ 

("1) rTTir ~~1:firlJ~ a:{fI:~rra; a~tq~~li~IHmin{~T~~~!~Cf 

'i %~l~]!i: n 
r The several epithets assigned t e, the Siikslzi (Witness) 

preclude the possibility of His being reg arded as a variety 
of perception or as admitting of plurality, especially as 

He is a1!-p~rvading.J 

\9 ¢i"l~;j~i!l~<i 'i:I 8'~qi \'f ~<iT ;11~~q ;~~:! ~<t fi f.J:TJ~;q~ 

faifil{;j'f ;ci ~~ql;:a f{'<'!~.!jrn I ~~tit f.t"I~~i:<i+i'i!it~~O'f'~fI, ~fijiiQ'T_ 

~/.{~lcH;a- ~~~f.t~: ~ ~a~" ~~'1l'il~~~~lt'f,~~,<.~' II 
~. ~; . '1-' - ~ : Q'(. ~ o. 

[ 3l5f 8/!'5!~ t{l~ ~--TIqf<;:lj(~?i~cHj, 3lm:m;!f~<im, ; ~;T~-1f.'r~lli.'<n"f 

QJfi!'nr.u(Q1i., f.ti.'1l~~;;,:~r~fi1OCf~Tqq~~"c1{r~l!~~1"(~ ~~'qjIL II ] 

[ T he Witness is decl a red here to be no other than eter­

nally pure, conscious and free Brahman or I-;lvara.J 

<!:. l~p.;~~~~'tl;~~I~ ~G~f;!~~ ~~ft~~g~ !R'llll;Jf;! af~qfla-

;{f;t ~q <>l:i)~ft<i a'~'R~,~ qft~~Q'l'I~ II ~. ~T· '-~-'Q" q,. , ~'-\. 

"'~. 81'~q" Q'H·ili:;rmS~'n~ f.f~Iii\I~~~I~iflt¥~H>llq; ~'Efit"i{' 
<=!~~"I)I{%l~Ol~ffi' 'iii ~T\f.~ 'Iriilim ~;:tI~ I a~n 'i:I f,{1~'1!~ - ' "'~t'f 

dt~iil~H v; IS~qf.2i~q ili;;q c~Hii{;:IIf,Jt' (~i. ~ - it ·- ~) ~<:~~~mftq<i 
'~;;£~'n~~i1) a{lq:.i·I~;:T~~lit ~~qm I ... ..... ~1f(l~{l:IT~itT~ 81'fct~\i : 

flfiFan ~iqt ",I;:q ~m ;~:H'iJ, II ~: ~i· ~ .. v- ~ ~ : qT. 1 \9 ~. 

'I 0 • ~~fi;ffi - ' ;;JtP r{1~' iiJijf "i{lfil i!~~il ~o<il: ' ~~H~ilt I 

........ a ~~ "'~~~ [t il:;f;:~Hr{Ot" Q~qlil<r .,m~Q'~c!iiilq'ii~IJf~~m-

~ ~. ~~'ffii:\ - ~l~~~!~(;iI~~;;tll~Ii:r .. ql=fl;it (?;)~ ~m~ srre, 
q~1;f;ql @T% Slmr.~:, a~lIR: ~1~1'("~ 3f~if~i:<iiJ., ~f~~ftfila"~~':;I<r~ 

fu~i'tFI8 I f.t~~~?:iTqlfil~q~N~« R~tiiql~;J~~Q'~'I~ i!ql~ !lmr~m~ 
V! i%f~<t R{!fM~"q~ II 
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_ 'I ~ • atT~,q q:<I ~fiJ afi't: Q{tlIlfil.n \'iJi'i!"~~lfltqQ. lifuQ~n7: ; 

if ~ ct" ~1~1Q., iHM 'H~'tp{'f'~ I 8I'{'fW ~l!lT ~~~iJ~ ~~~:r~ Cfil:qm~ 
';C?i~~IIiI;:~\t llil:qa, q:;;j ~Cfi~J.T~ Jft~ Cfi~q:;~~;;r&flf.t' ;:ft"Pa'{tlI ~(~;;r;"l. I 

~"lil;tt;;lIfreifi' ~q er.~q:;C?itt): I 6!T+1I~tlI :;:r i fa~llil:l{<l'''t "'~l~tt"~ ~~1'~ 

"'~wl~l.'I~ifqqf'6~~, ~~'(l~iJ :;:r 'l1'mfQCfi~ 1I(p1~1i~lq~tt)q~mqqf'6. II 

~·~I.~-~-~o, ql.~"~. 

[a{?J ~~~~Cfilfa: ~f:!T;:('fJfT?Jf4fct ~~~~ ~f.;.r<1.. ;;ft~~\~: ,,~~~~~q 
~+q"5lfcl~+q~qJfrf~Gq;('f: I ~G;ttilT~ ~qq, G~ :qT~~l~i1<fi!~T m~T~t 
"5IfcI~+q+!t~'{~n;~q, a{r(!:Cfi~iiT3 "5IfcI~+oT ;;ftq~n;~~fcI ~I!iT~q;~r.oif: I 

~ql(+I<fi+!t~\~a;:ttq , "5IfcI~;ql!.€r ;;ftq~;~q ~~q~ I \3~m~fil ~: 
~fcI~i'ftt~~ClfcR;~(<t ~~~fllfcl ('f?J or ~f~~=t~~ II] 

[S'ankara calls the Jiva - nature of Atman iibhiisa 

semblance of the real Atman, and cites the illustration of 
sun's reflection on the strength of S'astra. Failing to appreci­
ate the force of this remark which emphasizes that the Jlva ­
notion is only the remIt of ignorance, later S'ankarites have 
insisted that Jiva or both Jlva and Is'vara are actually 
reflections in the mind or Maya! ] 

S{~6r~~r~8i'.(:q;:'~l{: ~~ m~ llqRI l{~ ~~~'~Il"OJ: ~rf&lOJ : 

~sg~~~, S{tS«l{l{~'ll{~ ~q~ ~~rft~~ ~ra S{~~r~~rrcl)qrN­

Ci~r~ ol{i'.(~l{~ l{~fq, o!ijrftt ~sg~~~S~.H~~ o~CJ ~i'.(rag~ ~~~-
80liol{i'.(~H~I~sftt I mq~ g ~qrNCfi~qa~i'.(~~ a={qr;;l{ci:lT~l1T­

~~'1f;fil{~, ~~~ro~q qcllnr~ijTt~~'lllr~~ ~~c~q~~: -

~ra n 
[ The above-cited extracts must suffice to convince the 

reader that the One A tman who is really real, is spoken of 
as thoug h He were divided into two, one of whom is Is'vara 
the Witness of all, and the other individual J lva the trans­
migratory soul, owing to conditioning associa tes imagined 
by ignorance. The intrinsic nature of Atman or Brahman, 
however, remains quite intact in spite of this empirical 
distinction.] 



~ • !I~iTr~q~&~~Q'f.:\' m~crTCfllr~ 

, 'lifa..l~·k s:R~TH~rij?t~~f~~§{~~Clfi:J'i:@~' (!fir. ~-~) 

{~lf'~~~CJ:q~: ~l1lTT~~~e~: '«il!~~Clr:q~: - ~ta ~Sifff~'l. I 
'0 

~~ =if ~:q"11CJr~ij?t~,f;i3i1: ~rU{\iI:q.us~ ~;f.\ ~ta *~~ I ~rlSit 
g ~~?f ~~{frf&:1l{~q~ilf'e:T{CJr:q~~?tij tT~~si{ ~;('{: I 6~r =ifr~ 

~rwq)~:ra qTCf~~- '1".!;~~tSl~l{Mij~ e1~'l~~:qrn1Tta3fUl S'l~l{flr(il'­

;!.{c~~ ~ 'if srcl{ijr~ilr~ e~ar~oT 6m:q~~oTl;:6;~{Ulr~(Sqtt.1~ta ' 

~ I at"" ~rtr{~~r(SlJHl, <fita"""1CJlq:({r~ s:Rl{m~~;((~~6Fg({r· 

~!.{;:a Fl'llit"f q~~f'e:T{CJr:q"fi~~~cr llr1S11etir~ ~~lll!f(ij~i~ ~~G=~ .... 

~fa ~iI~~Ujlli II 

[The word Pratyagatman (literally the inner-Atman) is 
never used by S'ankara to denote the individual self, as 
some later Vedantim do. The following examples will 
vouch for this statement.] 

,. if ~ ~n~~~aq( ~"~ltt=i iJ(p Sl'fafqqJ~~",fa, it a~ Sl'Elf­

IJl~;jf~i1I~q"la"ll Sl'taql~"l~ Wltelilil1flfuQa- ~il~~iIi't('{iflfi\~~liqif"lfa II 

~·l1l. 'i-'-~, ql· H. 

~ • ' ~ ~" Sl'IUJ q:~ Sltr'~lil "'1"'~SQ{it s~~:' il~ ~,,~f;;if"l-
1ii!l~~'{Ii!f~~a SRl!!IJ1(<Hlilit;{)q~~~f6, '1R J( "'lf~ffi ~~I<t' (fa 

';:,)q~~I{: Sl'~IJIUi(!f~tI~ GIl:I~ qU'ftifqfttl~ II ~. ~1. 1 - .... ~ .. , ql· '1. Q,.. 

l\.. cteiT ~ i1{f:1IJI~~1 ~ .. fa, if tr !l~~mun4'l' ~~"{f: II 
~ ~I. , •. ~-'t0' Ill. ~,. 

~. ">;I ~ q,it"Jt ct. ,?:!~~"IR(ra-f~IDs~~Fa'tT6: SI',qtrl~iI~~-
.nq;:"l~ "'I,.qliflit~ "';"l~, ilil{UJ~Efl<t II ~: ~I· , - ~ - ~ ~, ql."~· 

'1.. "f~f.tlili\~~: mqIJIfI1~Eflf~sr,ql I S«"lIJIl';f6Ql ~1i: SlIfi1if+l: 

.f+l~tcft"la ~~f+l~;lif: I IIf+lnm Efl:o.J SI'f"lIJI,;r~EfI~, ~JI'lif~ ~Iif­
~q)nlR(~fufihUif: " ~. ~l· 'i - ~ .'l\. ~, ql· ~ ~. 



~. ~lt!~r.~·""~if)gf~~G"~3.~il i~~'Th~ ~~~I'Hit ~t<f{l: ~r.{I~i!T 

t~\~~q~if.q'Ffql ~m~m~l"~fu~q~if ~t" ;Y!t+\ illffi" <l'l~f'i~ ~'l!f,f.:n II 

~. loTI. , . II ~, (fl·' 'iI \9. 

~. '"~ 6f_~ !U'if~i<~'" Q~U1 i:f ~fa'~~<}l O(iI~fu,!f<FF"~if ~tl.y 

~ffi' ;:q~qq~ I ifq{~q)~q~~iJ ~~~ 'ii J{OfJll!lcflt'l I 8f~ff~~1f ~ q~fii 
sry~~i<~if mt{li~cin~\,q~q{qt 'it l;:a{~Si~m~ ~Elqmo:t'l:Si~qiJlf3lIwi 

fiI'I:lI(lT<J: II ~. ~T· 1-'!I-1ll, G't· H~ ' 

~. srRr '!I~<l~fi!li~' f~q" ''fat <11'<1) fiI"'~;:d t "'\li~ll' ~Fi~l ~~ • 

(~. ~ - Q,) ~~ I c:r6~ ~,,~ - IflGliifma1 ;:n:r~qq';:6 : qlre ~~'!lmE~-
116 ~q!!~~~ij'ffi~~'<i fiT~ffi II ~ • • n· ~-~-H, In· ~~'-\. 

'to qft;JfUr8Sd~q~ ~ fSn"'lTl~ Wi: it8~ ill~ fet;iI~lI'~ fiT~ +:e.T4fu 
~:ilJ~T ~1~ I <ftc~\qt ij {:I'~lit {:I'iI~~ ~qq"'Hl~ srf6q\:llq~qq : 

mq,"~~ll!l~ ii:~ f~ml f.I~;1la II ~. ~i· ~-~-H, q r. ~~~. 

I iillT~JlFmi1~Ri:!~C1~r.o~mn ~~llr~~ll~~q: ~~i1Gftmlj~: '­

{Rt lTl"wfir~Mii1fclrrup;q ~f-.1r; oJ.lr~:qrT1>R~FH~~;r: ~~~~r~­

~i1r(Jj~<::t~f C1~ ~~f;Cf I q~qr~~Ff.r(~ij ~~1JT~rCflTitrr;llll-lT~q­
Q'tllr ~~li~rq~llr :qp:~qrr;eo~r iill~~,~fu~ta it~, 6l~~Hf'tljm­

~mqr~fil<fir~Uj~~:q C1{tH: I ~~~rfq ~ - ' ijijCli1~~r~!{i1lci1T­

ilrci1~Rc:;i~C1~Te~rf:f ~~~~W.f ~~ ~i1TUJ~tlo!{Cf~rU ~rfefi'fiT ~~~r~ 
q~r: ' ~r-a ~r"!{~iCf~~ ~qf i1afll'Rt ~~GitCf I ~p:;lt ~ 

~~ll~~ei~: ~i1IUI~ei~ qCf ~ij~ C1rf€fiCfi~qllJIi1~~~~Cf ~~T~~·r 
...,. 

CI'ij~~ ~~~: I C1=;J 9.i1TUJ~;~ ~ ClrCf~ -

" if \:l~fu:ilI~lq, ffllt ~",I~<J ttcr sr;:rlUt Jf~fSf~I~lqJI(, f<i; ~ 
~~1~~: if~lt"lC{q* q~l~~q~ ~U1~ , ~~"TEI~liREI !<J: , 
~Qcr~~~'fq~"I. iil'ij(!Uiif~ II ~. ~,. ,-,-~, In. G. 



{fa I ~?l '3f3~qT~~al' ~Rt ~q:q;:H~r~~ ~~lTe{: , ~~~T~~, 

acfi:, 3"qqRlal - ~Rt tI"clI'fTilfit ~ilrUJ~;~.rrq~~~~~T~ l[~r~~T~ 

l[~f( ~r~~~ I a~~~Jiftt !:lilrOI~«{ef'~~~~ ll~lja Ii 

~i{ s:r~l[&1~;~sfq l[~Hili~ a~i:{~ ~~~l[a ~Rt ~~~T~~i[ 
i6~:qFf Cf fCf!lr;~i:{T~ll~ -

[ T he word h alyaksha is used not onl y in the sense of 
perception. but i n t he sense of Direct Revelat ion (~fct:) 
and intui t ion also.] . 

, . ~~q&llfit+~ I:1;It ~ -r~~!ftata~q.if: mnm.ll: Si~4[il~ ,,~: 

~)Clil~ SJ~~<ia1f!!~~ II ~. ~,. 'i - ~ - ~:t, ql· OJ ~ :t. 

~ . !I~q~lfit~iji~~ ~~ilm I ¥r .. ta Ii "~I1fi~ 6tSJ~~a:t~~ ~r-:a-
illOl' sr~q~~ I ~~I ~ "1l'~1t\~ ~It,fitf¥r: ~ni!~ ;qil~~'a1fu ~ira II 

~. ~,. ,-\- ~~, Qf. 'i \'-\. 

~. q~~~ - qftf;lGq~l(~ lIf{ilfUr mll1Jllp8flfUr g~~fttat ~~~ 

~~nn~~ I ~ql~ <111t,f;g; OII~il~: ~~ m,..,: I ~WI~~IiII. 

ifl~~tift~.,~ II ~. ~T· ~ -,-" , en· ,~~. 

~fij: 
~ 

!iit.i ~OI'~fT~qa ~~~!~ Sj'~"fu ~fT~ ~fu? SitQa:tl~mli'll+"I'~ I 

Sinl~ ~: Si1Jfluq Si~llilq~nin~ I "3~i;f ~~ta:, ~lJflvq!Ita gl~~­

~ill~ II ~. ",. 1-~-~~, qT· n~. 

"G+icr: 
'i. if ~ "If~"~ "l~",I~~ ~u,,&f,,: ~~Ifir~"lf;tfir~ 

f<f;fiiI~~Cf~ !Ii~qfu~~ I fip;~lfllJft"'~~ srnl~: ~if;:\;I~~: II 
~ ~I· 1- ' -'i, en· :t~. 

~. ~!'(1'fi~i(tl!ij' fiJl"~ 'fiS~,~ro~l~qqf",: II 
~. ~I · ~-~- \:t, ql· Volt. 

~. !liQ- ~ 'tCli~ ~~~qsn~ 1If{il~1\ir ~~"l1~ui "'1q~1Jl ~ra~r.~~ 
""qq ? ~. ~t· 'Q-, -,~, Q1. li~'-\. 



[ In the concluding sentence about Adhyasa or avidya, 
S'ankara remarks that it is of the nature of a misconception 
giving rise to agency and experienceship of the fruit as ill 
well-known to all men. Here because of the word ~~q;5fi,'[/!3:, 
perhaps, the author of Panchapiidika and other later 
S'ankarites have started a new doctrine that the AvidYii-Sakli 

which they have hypothetically presumed to cover the 
Brahmic nature of the Self, is a n object of Perception and 
other PramJl}as. S'aiikara himself means to say that the 
Avidya or adhyasa. is directly intuited by all, provided that 
thr:y are able to recognize it as the superimposition of the 
AnthahkarafJQ or the mind on the Atman. He also uses the 
word Pratyaksha in the sense of perception from the empirical 
stand-point. ] 

c . 3TI~~~~~C(~{flf.i tfT~~,f.t 

'al{llIrt~~m: Sl~rurr:rr~~~~~Sl~q'\:llr ul ~~r~( 
allT¥~' ~fct ll~~ ate~H:r~c1f~P.f a:{r~~tqqfctqfu; {fa' 
SlR\ :iJT;fta ~fa ~~ II 

['Atmaikatva' m eans what the word literally signifies. 
the wisdom that makes one intuit the One Atman without 
a second.] 

a"'T~~Tf:l~ fTtv.:{Tq~lIlJ(qT~q ~np~n~if ilr~FI~, ~lI"'1T~' 
"'~ p, I:' 

~Hq<'l~, if S! q~g~ifq Iq<'ll~ : , if ~l atq<'1fi: ijJ:~f\if;m {ClrC1lf.i~~ 

- {fa ~~a I Of~:q ittiif;m: '~~f~ta~' {Rt ll(~~ 
, ~qHlit' ~1l~~~<'1 ~cftii~ a3fnq ~~T$fc1l (1'n~~ ~ -

• if ~. ~Vl i1~-r~ aa:~( ~~, ~'ftf8: "lq~ql~~Ci' 

'" ~ ~~=;tl~ql ~d ~~ SI;mr~ffi" ~~~~CI~ ~=;t'; 
~~ i .. fff'i~ fifVI <r~\,{I~ if q~l!i ~ l1a, li~hu'{;r,f~l{6~"q­

r.ll~ II q·QI. ",o~ ",e~. 

{fa I 8l~ it!6(~~r~~~~(~ fci\{'f~Of q~W;a~ClJ<l.. rr ~~ft~ 



(=f?iYNti; Fef;fu'{ q~;J;{~ I llrfSlJ~r~lJT~f;r~~eti~OJr~ijq g ~q~ 
llTlSliq:;;rTfT;:~~~~;UQRf:zrrJf: II 

G 

[ The author of Panchapiidikii inbists that even after the 
dawn of Atmaikatva-Vidyii, a suspicion of improbability may 
arise in the enquirers' mind about the fact revealed by the 
S'ruti! As this abnormal suspicion has been thoroughly 
examined and shown to be altogether baseless in the present 
author's work 'q5""qT~q;1~~TYf'l.' (The System of Panchapiidikii 
examined) we shall simply cite some statements of S'aIikara 
himself from the Sutra-Bhashya to convince the reader as to 
what that Acharya has to gay about the removal of Igno­
rance by Atmaikatva-VidYii.] 

ll~ - a:tr{JfT, ~sa{:, ;rmHJfT, q{ emJfT, q~JfHJfT, ~C::J~JfJ­
{fa :;;r qlJrlJ~~rJ !;J~crlJ~ II 

1 . ~<i~'~J1ta,~ iJiPlfe~itsr~f~: I ?J~ ~ ",'~"lfe~CfS1~f~: 
~Itr., ~ql iT'liT ",1~"Hft~ sr6hn~ I Sfl'"' <q iJ\p I ?J~ aij' ~Ti}; iJ\P 

"'I'"t~i! sril~"f~ ~at l{I'lrt~~'?Jf~!lfI~'<i S",{,q~lI , if I ~fa~cf ~ 

fifIlRtq~: I ........ life ai!l~~~ ~JiR: 'i<i~: ~<i~f~f* ~~tr. I an~m 

~ ~TCf~~{Qq\ II ~. ~I· 1-1-1, QT. ,. 

~ . ~<i al~~ ~~l;:aQl"l",i i!limt"lQi1fasr~\iJ",I.,t iJ\PI,"fif 

tn,q~OJ ~"r.eral""t ";:8~(JJ1~ i'f;IlJ'~srq~ iIJ\pfiJr q~CfQI",~~ II 
~. ~I· '-1-~, ql· ~v. 

~. ,,~- i'f;: ~iJ{~ ~T\oit Ifl" 'Nlflfil;fl 1f;:?J:, ?J: S1tafq~q8 

, II~qq~~iJ if ~In{: ' ~flJl~ifl? ~fF.~~ 'ifl~Tsm~~a $f1!J ",I;::Q\S­

msfta mal' ('l' ~-,,-~ ~) {tt!~5fl~ilJ q{"lfil-nS;:Uillfill;f ;(J{lJf.if I 

8111 ~ffi{~ - '~~~ :gl~ iii f,Jf;a ~<i~ ~,{l'f , (;ft. H-~) ~~<i 

i5mftlJi};~ I et;;it~~ - ~,~~~a~; q{ ~Qlfill ~%r.$flJJ1.ng~~qJfuf~: 
qft~~'n".n Gll~: ~Ift{ ~r!!q'<l~~ , ~~, ~G'Ii{'lil~qlf1:l"~I~ "q~~~~­
iI'~ if~: ~~~" .. tt"~'i8, t'latr. I a~q~'-rl:q ruljCf.~~"Ire.~~;~",~lit 
"' ~~"qftJ S11~ ~~~iI ~mtil'lit"Tq~~~U\~ I ~ifta ~~ill(:t~ "';:"1-

~'I~Q~i:~il~\{f(~Q~, lfa1." ~I:J: II ~. liT· 1-~-', qt· ~ •• 



I R~l!l!"l:t 'llijs~~~~"II"'t~b~~~~ k ! ~l!a l~l~JlQ 
~a re\1:tb~~J~J:a ~l:tijb:eJ:i) ~ , :@IIl:UU~~~~ IIt!ijtlhhl2 

"~~~9EI @~~ (ot-8-' -i) .!tijlJf!1a ~, ' (6\-?-i .~) .@1:di~2, 

~~ '@~l!i!iil~'lk!l! ' l!!t ':&~ ~~ ,All@!l, !t~ ~ IIda -'b 

"b " t'!b ' 8' - ,. - ~ -Ut·~ II 9ij.lt1l~l!I!~ 

-f2j~ ~:1.11k ~~Ib~ w.~~~~. '.&ua1Hs ~.I8bil~1tI • ~1tI -, 

' ' 'b' -Ib 'a' -,. -~ -1J:t"~ 
II @~b!l ~l~t» !!~~~ ltd:tde I! I '&h!!~1!Lhft 

- &'~l: ~bl!~lb~I!~~;lb~D!!te~.,.('bL-8-& "S) • I!~~ Ilijll!ll! 

~~, '(~ -\-,~ - CI -!@) ,'n~ h~, 't U-~-~ -It) • ~~t} ~~~ , 
'(\-a -~ -la) . 1rt~11:Ul~b; ~8 ~~ , ,(.-?-~ 'l~) ,@~Q ltuUa B 

tuB~ ~t} ~lStd~~&~ , ~!.h~~~tl~~ • :b..~~I~~alDlt:tlUl, ." 

-l:?& ' Job ' l!-&-e -JJ:t .~ II :I!~~!t!tell! alJ!~ l~tB 

~ ~ ~~~ I ~ (rI-l! -~) c bll!~@Ia~ l~b:~ll! 1EI~1l.a~Sll!aM 
l:~9, IEJblUt ~l\ll3l:1b:~:~jb:!leU!I~~~l!1!~~ ~~ .\ 

· ... U -Ib 'b'-~-' -llt ·~ 
II 1J!~t.tuli ( 0 ~ - , -,. ) • ),:l:I!~J:t11! t~~l;~ Jhal&llIl , - IEJb~ .l~ 

-l!~~~Ut~I&I~ ~ plblij1S • @il:!J:t ~11 Ja~~~~ I! :oa~~ :lI~J~JlI!~ll1 

-f!I~~J:ti'!i~it!i!~IJ:tlet ~ ~ I ~~t!t.e ~lS!I!~ ~~ID~Il!t!~l!i. 

~ ~ '~b~~lh~ltY.lS ~b:!hIUWII! ».t.a~tlS: I ~b~ ~b~~ll!t~ 

~!:nl.l:tlb ~ijttb9~bJa a~~~Jshl~9~ :~~~ :~L~belah~l1l!i!&l~~.hQ 

• &Qb~~b ~ISIS!i:tr.!Ud !!-\.!!i\!i! !I~ ~ ¥~bl!Ja ~ltalJ:tlh ~IS.Illfij!l!b 

~~~te:2~ ~I.I:l~~§l!!iJ!:fib~~ ·-:JiIJs1tJJ:tbl~a ! l~~lb~ (?"-~-&. .~) 

,~lllt>~l&!, - :~l!l!r.~ ~l\~~ l!~aUtl!\Jl ~:hll!la~lb ~l-.~lt 'o. 

·~U 'lb '~ ~-~- t ·ltl·~ II ~~ 1i~1t\1!1~ ~'I! @b!llt~ 1t'\!II~~1! 

-~Ibll:t lb !ilJ:t l~~ln!J:\I!l~ .t!t~~~ :ll!s~ l!ll!i!h I hJ.:\:!!.I1t 

-!i!lijllto ~l!!.!?'~~ 41:! Ia!U.b~.i!~tb:tal!i~~~UI &lb~ 4b@ I ~~ 

» lb.tJ!HllI '~b=t! ~ b.b:!l -!'!~ .t!~l!!Utllb :1!~lI! ta~. -& 

[ II h~td ~ :llc~~kft ~~t~bt:~ ~ k • "&9:~l:d~lc~ 
1.h!S~B ~ ' Ja~l!~1!h ~~ bl&! .ftlo.u,~. :~~~illtala ] 

ltbll1ltJBptij:t9~~(! ~la ,~ 



••••..•• Sfflf'if atl~~$ferf;f .. a: qiq~~: gci: mqFI(foq.~it ~~) ~~ ... 
• ~qciT'ifI~ II ~. ~I· ~- , - , ~ , ql . 1 Q,.Q,., lt fJO . 

[81~~r~~ri?i1CfTCflJTifT~~t~B~T;rif ~~~Cfq~lJ~ lJ~T#lq;(<f OfT~ ~T(q.nS­
flJ:<:filJ(q~q Of ~if~ :;ft~~{q;(q'I.' lJ~ISSg: ~~~ta II ] 

[ The above-cited extracts should suffice to convince the 
reader that by 'Atmaikatva-VidYii ' S'ankara invariably means 
the knowledge of the One Atman wi thout a second, without 
a nything else sentient or non-sentient beside it .] 

EfiRl<l, Q;;n~q~oa::, aIw:fftli {~~~ ij~~~~ I CilI~T-
, 0 - il ~ 6~1 iil'~OJ S'q'I~"lfWfoq~"t<i ~lo1ida, ~~,~ ~ll)qJ~ll­

~;:q6ql f$ql!liI'$lftti6~~lif)q"Vqq~: I if ~ ~~fer~5JI~.n;:Jlfil5~ 
i6~llflif~ 9;01 : ~~ciTs~~ ~~gorl~foq~q(ei j;J~I1l: Sf~Q~6 II 

~. ~, . ,- , -~ . q'J.". 
, , ~~~f~ff.t"' : t:tiIiE~l~ql<;; ~f~~'Tf~~oqT~fit ~'l«"-

$1{I1l~ta~f~it\:l ~fa ~ct • __ .•••. II ~. ~I· It - 1-n, q'1· It ° O ' 

,~. if I ~q;~erl~;f O.;q6Iq'''101Iql~qq~ . j ~~~" ~ ll~ ~$1'''-
6 111t ~l'f,qq;ler;:liT;:q{<l ~ll~~lo1lci SlfaqVtrl6f~ II 

~. ~,- ~-~-,., q\. ~ 't'" 

~ . ta"~p:n ~6filctl 3lft~t 6~~t 6f,~~ij 
~Rt ~frT 6IFPfrf;{ 

fctlIT, fct~rrl'l. , a1CflJRt:, a-{~llCf :, ~({rj'( , ~'tCI~FI'l., 
al=q~~FI'l., e~:q~~~~'l., qRtqfu:, ij~~ : - {~~~ ij~ qlfrlfT: I 
~~r ~ci)~qfuijr~UJ ~~f;6 ~ffiijeti1'l. a-{~lIT'l. - {fa ~T1~H:fij~Tlf· 
?t~T;:CiT+~qtfij: j ~~~sfq al=lf~~T~ an:fllTCfij T~~SCff.(rIll{;:ij­
{Rt g; olfr~l{Tijij~TiI ~T~l{T6I=ija'l. { «:I5[ ~q~ ijijTOJliCiTfit ~Rt:qij 
Cf riil{T~~I~!Ja:r~l{~ -

[In the course of his explanation of the Bhashya 

'an#lq;(CI~~rSIRlqffi' I (with a view to attain t he wisdom of t he 

13 



absolute unity of Atman) tbe sub-commentator happens to 
suspect that even after the attainment of the Wisdom of 
Unity, one may happen to conceive the impossibility (8H:i~T<FlT) 
of the fact. The following extracts from the Bhashya, 

should suffice to show that this logic is overshooting the 
mark, inasmuch as there can never be any possibility of 
doubt of the ultimate Truth, since the final intuition of 
Atman is direct and effectively removes all Ignorance or 
Avidyii.] 

'.i. ~,q '" ' liIiji ;,'{ liI~q +iC'lfd ' (g- 'I. -'1-- 9.) ........ ~c~:nn~T: 
~~lJ) liIiji~~IOl;:Ci~ il")~ 1i>:i;::ql Jlv.~ 'fill!l""'~ <lIFIf;:a \I 

'{. 'n. '.i-'-'d, '1T. ~'d, '1 ..... 

'1' (l~l' ('T~"'~ q-~'-f"i.. ~fl!l~f,,~~; ~fuq~si Jl~{~" ~~~' (Il' 
, - V - '.i 0 ) ~~ liI~<:{~ 'I ~;{f~Jl+iT"=!1)~"~ cr;~;;~n;:a~e.:H011~t<:{1~ T~~; lJ~T 

f~miJ.. iTll-iffifu ful!fuiTlt:imtii\l~ ~~if;~cli ifil~';:a~ .m:6\fu iT'I'~~ II 

~. +iT. 1-1 v, qT· ~ ..... 

~. '~~ iT: fi)cn lJrSlR,,,,,fcl-WllJl: q~ ql~ al{lJm' \~. G.-i:) 

........ ~(iQT~l.i: Jlr~~fuil;~~'lf'aJi,~~q O!'I~Jl~liT~ 'fi~ <:{il.lfi;a II 

~. +rl· ~-'1-'d, QT. ~'-\. 

v. iJ~l~ ifT .... "iJliIijiltJl+iJ<f~ l.i~I't.~ ~~:nft~<f~ I lJ~ ~ lJ~,~oj 
~glft~<Pl, iTTgTq<flTaGfijlJ~Jl+iTq: ~~lJifI:(W~ II ~. +JT. , - '.i - l?, ql· ~ ~ • 

'-\. iT:;:r a~Iil"'~ a-(if;t1f.rif;"ll~iiifirs~~l.i: a-qqW~ ~~~llJI filwl· 

fqJ+Jlq'~, ~~~~ It" ~WI +J<ffu II ~. +il· ~-v-'\~, qJ. 'd .... 9.. 

G.. ~'-ij S;;yfitS;U1iimift ifl~iiT~~qf.tq~qi:?l~U1: q<:{I~~l!llJ: ~~-

lIi;:mS~6, ~ ~<f~Etfi;iJ {:j~~'ffiit.... a'te.:iim~l<fql~~~+J~\lmfu iJl"r 

~~ql'l'tl.iTif~<fl.if~mitq I ~~~~q~" (U,~~~ffiQf'fl~tawt f;t!t;1h,mfu V!I;;P 

ifif~~jq ')f)mS~~'l"'I'>:r~ II ~. +il· V-'-'1, ql. 'd~~. 

\9. "'l<!'>'lm ~mii.n ~:mtql~qfuqf'fl: elm i¥ ~:m'EtT~+rlci 

1Iif~~ ~~qwCI' ~fu ~C1: I iT; ~~Iwf+r~li¥<l<r ~:f~~H:'nf~miT~ m~"-nf+J' 

"lij~<iTqq-~: I sr.~lJ&i ~ ~~ mWlll~ ~(U~I~ <fT '6l'~ fu~' '<:{ir' ~~ :;:r 

Rr~lJlf+J~I.rr ~{!: I tI~T "'lT~~r."f~ ~?fm~lfit!l! ~6tlJlll~~ 'SJ'~it<f ~or.il' 

~~q"lJliTtiT ~~: I a~1 ~:~tOfI~f+Jm;its~ ~I~ I ~~,~er~q ~a;:lJ'~ 



.~~q -!S P:n:iiil'~· I~ ~:Bt~",,;{1Off~; ~'ial~~ "'Ii ~~,!~: I ~(1"li~ ~ ~~aS­
t;q~'lfuo:flii.,p.:il 'l'f~ l'i ~ q~4 fFt q~~~ ~ a~ q~q~' (~. V-~-';!~) 
j{tqlfitif' I ~~I<r ' ~;t~:~~fif~~Cf;~~;:tnn:y'tirS~~: ~~~'i 8Tl~m~~<f: I 

Of ~if~I~~Tif~+r<f('T: ~f~~;:q<r ~~q~ilf~"qi'\ I ~~l '€f ~fa: - ' fij; ~;;rql 
'tiitl>>:Jmr ~'iT .rrSq~lm'S~ ~)'ti: ' til' 'cl-V-~~) ~~q,~~~~: Cf;aol;fnniJ 

C\~q~ I ~llrnd~ 'lJ~""1UH'~~if ~l~·~S:Y<lR'.ll ~1;Y<f: I WJ ' Hr;:~<f '€f 

g;:ij~~ Cf;l~ if ra-n~' (r.t. ~-'I$) ~~ II ~,+rl. 'cl-1 - ~, qT. 'clq. 

~. q{i.l ~ ~)s~~ci't $flfiTif ;;rllJ~ it ~~q1~.Pl ~ifl'r'lJ.!!QiT'7: I 

i.'f:tlfq if a'tOlJJm"fl~qy~i<r. q~qi'q 8Tl<l'ffT ~qa~<r. I if ~ <f;(ElIi.'flq 

if;;:qHJ[T~qf;:a I fif~{i.I '€f 'WJf~"Of.. 1SI'~~alS~ Cfm\ ~~~ Cfi~iq~' ~(>.r<f~li 

Bl'lJIs:r~qT~ ~QftRs:rr; .. nJ ~~q-n~ I q~~ ~'1q<f lJ;:~~rn~s:r~~Iif~ a- <f 1'flJ~ 

f;;r~l~l1: , i\~~dft~~;{ <liCflJ\if f~fl if;I~ 8TT'l'tql~<flit~'tfqT ~.~itq~ II 

~ +r,. 'cl- 1 - ~, q,. 'cl; ~ • 

a~~ fcf~r~llrqq~{T~l"l'llH \G;qql1Hl~ l/Q. ~~RI ~fBiij;~ 

~M~lftUJ ~r~~or;~qfcf~r i31q~i{ \ifrl/~ j a~~fBq't1.l~ f{~ ~~r;:Cfr 
o{H+1F~ (Rl I ~ ~ Fci~rlH5~afljrJlN ~,n:tllrqt=jlfa: ~Cfli 

<fi~q~gii. I 3'~dT~t fcf~r~t f{;lolJq~HTq~r~r~ I I lJ;J Cq~ 

f{~J1n~~Pi~ Cic~~ .:fi q~~Q. ' (~. ~ '" - ~ "') ~~I~~a: I 

Of iriflfu:l~ a:Im:ml) ai~Fl~S(q ~~llJq'lI~~ ~ll~ij I ~I ~iifu:T · 

~r~J1;<Iili:m~ 3ntll:~;:;'R:~;:J1 fq;:?t~§.ijfQ ~Cf~a ~RI II 

~~ii fcf~Tqmsfit ~Tq1. !;n~;~q;.4~l1~TCfQ a:Ifcf~I~~:, 

a~6~l!f)rU qr 6J~~a~RI ~~rM ~~~"fiT I ~ftlfcf~ ft ~q ~~qllq: 
<fi~fu~(q I lJ~Tff llllqFI, llr~~<fiH:: -

" f.!~Ullqt ~ f.t'il'I~t q-nfq ~'<l,;:i ",Ina, "~Ir.qCfi~fm~.rr\o.:n<r. 
If. ~q'{l~filf~: I (s:r~'i ' ~~ '€fliTlftf~ Ifi~~ Cfi~Hfit<f iJ s:r~QIilT~ 
;;rlJl~<r.--~M C\::ITqfu I 61'~SfiI;:~~ ~ q-n~ ~trT~Ti!I<r. Ifi~t<i s:rfaq~ 
~<f, ~~1~ f.t~lHI~~lJ'~ m~T"'Iilf.!<fo~al;lq~ srFctttTq;:a ~(Q'~_ 
'firil'l~' ~ I ~~~~~t<l~"'<!~<lfqqfui ~ 'f;;f~~ 'til~~ 
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e:r<l'i~E"lSl1TCf<!~Cll:EJ~q Bl'iPril+l'f~JI' . ~6: ~<l+tTq iliaf ~)'t'f.l erl 

"Ia+l'Ta~, ~~loft, illTq ~f.l'til~ilil~ , ~ffi Bl'iPfq({<'ln:;;~ffi 11 " 
~ ~l. ~-1-1~, ql. ~19~, ~I9V. 

{fct I iHm~ \J~Clr~f gr~~<:.I'rlif if cfitsfG fil~!1'ffi~nRqrm 
~fctiJ;:~: ~~;ft~ ~fct tf~qijCi<:.l'~ II 

~ o. 3Tr~it~~C1A~PHlfitt ~RlClI~qlfij 

tf~ ~G;FCfT 3{r~itii~q~<:.I'r~raq~~ a:{r{~ij~, aTHili:fi~qf.;t~q 
aT~~rq~rlJf'i~e6 frf~~~~~!1'qj~~q ~~fUl q~Cf~ffifd ~G;r;CI­
J1ir~T I, a:JT~~~~Cf~~r~RlqRtijl~fJl !1'1~l: ~ClT~of ~~Teti~ 
cFqa.r~r~ tfire'qrt 6~ij~reqi2l'~~rUfli~qfrrqg:r<f~:n~ ~~ 6!i~~1~r. 
~R:I3l!r~: II 

The following texts show how uniformly all the S'rutis 
declare the absolute unity of Atman or Brahman. 

~ . li~Q aer\iUI 1{m;:liIHF:~eri~qiilifa I 

{1;i~a~ ~~~lliol am 01' f<r~~tga II ,. \. 

~. lif~or.. ~~'fOr ~i:ll;:lJi~ilqJ~fi(;:rI",J: I 

11~ ffi) +I'')~: iii: ~')~ ~ffi~er+l'~q:iq(f: II ~. 19. 

~. ~il ~~cfi~u "t(;j+l'~C1 if ~~ilT~~;:+I'~61 firilfu: I 

1{~~ ~a~ fir~~q ~{i: ~~lTl~I~~I~1l(f' ~ .. f;:(f H iii. ~ -'-\. 

li. eiI''1iTft,1!i.. ~ffic<tOl'<tl:~cqqf~a~ I 

JI'~r;:;:t f.l'w=rl~J:lToi +I'~'" ~it iii ~)'<'Jffi 11 ilii. ~ -~ ~ • 

'-\. ~f;:$flr~li: q~r iIJU' ~~li~ qt +1'01': I 

~OI'Q'~Q q{l !,!f;g:i%~RJI'i JI'~lor.. q;:: II 

JI'~(f: 'R+I';~+I';li't'f.l~ ~~q-: q~: I 

~~'li~ qt WSil~ ar ffiim Q'r q{l iTRf: II 

~q- qer~ ~8' lL.iftSS<:+I'1 if stifil~a I 

~ii'i1Ja ~qttrtrl ~;;;:qr ~~JI'trl ~~+I't:{mf~: II ilir· ~-'io, n, H. 

\ • 1!eT~;;;~¥rl:q~+I'~q+r;qi{ 8~IS,~ ~~i.ifllJ;:"1q'i ~tr. I 

&lOfIVOf;:a+l'il8: q~ ~ ~~l~lf inl~~§\.<trtr. Sl§'i;~a II ~l. ~-''-\. 



~. 

~. 

~. 

, .. , 
JI':;:r~qi!{m8~ ~I! il!"I~i.l f<f;~" I 

~~m: Il' ~~~ 'l:;;;~m li ~& &fl~<f q-~tifu I 

~lil lI'tn ~~tiTq>(q "<l~oi ~Qja ;;;,~~~v~: I 

~I· \!-1'· 

~~~~, ~~li6';:(ln~il"t Of ~o:;~i=1 ~)if;~:@ii if'l!I: I ~1· "I-H· 

~~T <fm f'i<hi;:rl;:~~lUH ~<i; ~q qg~lli: q;iTfa I 

am~a1~ 1:t~qriqfr~ I':ftn:6lil ~1~6: ~P'<l~ ~~i~~l~ It ~1 ' '\'1~ ­

~'~r~1r~tni!:l'l!I~m~lt<tUr~~~:&T=;i a({qlfUiql~~ I 

f.i~ ta--g \:line! ~~~i:r ~~Eli~ li~~q)fii qftq~llfrt'! ~{T: II 
~. , - 1 - ~· 

~ , • ~~'t "{~~ felf>i ifiii ~qr ilfiP q~l~(f~ I 

1'{6~ liT ~~ f.dta- .I~'lii ~)~Il:n!.1fr~ ~f<f;ttfi~ ~\'~:t!' Ii 

H · ilfil~~~~ri ~{~1~ II~ Q<Q'l<'l':. iIf~ ~~Ula<Q'T~~fJl I 

g. ~-,_'o. 

\Ii\:l~TIi:<i .., !.HIa ~~~~ fa''tlfil~ "ft~~ \I ~ 11 - ~ - , , • 

, iI.. ~~lO:;~ol 7[!tliT !lII;f<!8'; ~61~+!'l.n cfttmn,: ~m'l;:ul: ! 

a ~<iir ~;!jl:f: ~no:;q "Eft{1 !!'\liI~J!ri': Q'~"~'~~lf;:Cl!! g it-;:-"!' 

~ ~. :g :q~~, ilW: ~P~~iil': Q'g1f'~O'lf: ISigif ~,'I:,'!nt n:em;C( 
fil~a a,~t ",m~q ~§S{ ~;:i m:;;;lia, ~it't'~ q~1f!ft(l'TT: q)Gm i1i~': 
~~Ii,qOfi: ~~~ snr.ql~ii 'l:;o~f;:tf ft-lim ;;;,~t <I¥l~~q S:~q' ~fit<i sn:;O'lla 

(:J ~~S~~T -'~T ~<t~ ........ II IT· ~-";. 

, '\. (:J !.'I'q~l:f<n I @in",;~ iilitfa Eq\ill"'l~ I I:Wl",i1'<\,~il<f 

~f<?ifJl"f.t ~~f.f \il'!~;:a I fJ1'rii;:~i'f ~J8'f.t eft"f~8 I tlfrif"~ Sfli;:~fqJ-
'iif,hT~fa II ~. ~-~. 

H· g li~iir ~1"!i!i , ~<a'r~'.n~t~ I ~ G:<ii: It a. iI.-l o -V. 

1". 81F~l;I' I'fi ~it~ ~n:r fJ1"~~ I ill;:ll~ f<f;~il ftJli<1:. \I it·' -, . 
~~. ~~'.l ~~!:I i{n:ft~ltiihlf{~~ u ~. 'i. - 't-'. 

, ~. Q';:~i?il: ~ih:~~I: Q'''': ~\iI't: 6~r~~i{t: ~t~r{~~,: 1\ 

~t . G.-~-li. 

~ 0 • g ~ ~TsfOt~tf({nP.fftJk ~ 6~~c:~ ~ 5{lt~' a~<film 
,gtf'ifitfT II ~i. ~ -~_19. 

~ , • li:;r .. t;:~~ tr.'!~fa ifr;:li~ ~oTtfa il\i'li~ ~\iI'Yif,ffi ~ ~;r,~ 

li:;rr;:~~ ~llfa ~"'~omlii'li~ fihrt.nfa ~~q~ I liT ~ ~;rl ffi\4l6~, 
8t~ li({~q a;:iI~q~ II ~t. "-~'d-1 
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~ ~. iI~la a:rr~~l~~ f{<l l¥I'l~JtFfI\:l~I~ ' lmqft~l~lfJlf q~I~'~JlI 

S;~~l~f~m <t~OJtf 6WJlt~{a I!ImiH~ ~<ifflrn II ~i. ,, - ~,-\-~. 

~ ~. ~el a q'I~,;alS.~;;tTmif: {.tEl ~~~ iJ~~ ~:r~ftfit <:?sl~l ~it 

~<It {Jllfit ~al;ft~ ~ q~qJll"" \I ~. ~ -'It -~. 

~ ~ 0 f{'i a 6m~n {.tif'.CI,: CIi~Jl) ql~if~"q {:Iell.a,: I if ~E~~lt 
q~: if sa~: ~){lli ~~q, it il~1t.al~ Jl~l if ~~lafq5flcut ~"'l;ftfll: I 

f{'i 6' I!InfiJl {:Iif'.Clnscits;:q~la~ II ~. ~ - ~ - ~ 0 

~'-\. ~q a I!IIHms;:":q~:qll::n~~) if~S~CI: ~)<I1SJlru W6IS. 

f<I'~mrr ~'"l ifl;:~tsffis~" ifel ifl~q)sffisfta ~)"T if,.qrSruS~{l Jl.SI 

if,.msm~6 f~161 ~'i a "'~iJ' ".ttqfitlll~srus.?J~,a~ " 
t· ~-,,-~~. 

H· (:I ~"i~{l[ oq~t tllfh 1IJ1iW'\1 I!IIfWf~~~<:?SJli\UCl&~· 
Jl~dJlit~6'Jlif~Jl;;~lqJl"Jl)Sifl~'1ifl.I~Jl{:l~m~Jltl;"l:JJl'<!§IlCliJlm~u! ~ I· 

tTJl.nsa3\'~>rlomg~Jlm:;tiJif."'iJomi if a~'RI~ ftiiJif if CI~~I~ 
tf;&Jif \I ~o ~ -~ ~o 

~"o "q'i ~~~~l~mS~iP) if ~ ~as':if\'ql if it ':if\'~~SB~) 
if ~ (:i~q~smffi if ;q~~ if f{Ilq~q~ir a. lffiftf; SlUiTSdt~ ~I:q 
q'liJCI~"q: \I ~ . 9- ~ - ~. 

~ i; 0 q<;f ~ iaftfFf ~C1rn {l~"{ {ai q~~~ a~CI' {~t f~~~ 
a~ft' {(ti ,{:Iq~ a~{l, {a'Jlf~tf~~ 6~a, {at ~uTtrn a~a, {ai Jl!!a 
([~a, ~t ~'l~ a~([, {at {V$'iJlrn, q:;t ~if~ {i~hmJtifl~tJ. CI~~if Ii; 

q~?t~ a~~if <i ~N~ 6'~" ri; ,~QtJ. ([tiii! if;JlfllCl~~~l;if Ii; ~~qre~if 

Ii; Jl.cf'tCf ml;if ifi ~'l~~~l;if ri; f.l~,;ftql~~~ ~El (VGf'ifl~ a l;if ~~,;ft. 

q'~{:1 ~'i ~~?JIU"S~iP) if ~ ~as':if\'~ if ~ ':if\'qa ........ if f{Il'llrn 

(V:Q'taRR~ ~if f.farlift?J1~~"fiI~~miflf9 Jt~~?t"'if~~ ~~C1~Cll~ftfrn 
it~ifl ql!6C1~,q) fct~~R II to ~ - .... -,'-\. 

[' 31~m311~~t ~RI~fa' ~r~~~m'1<f: 5ffctf.l~~)Slll3". (~ - \- ~~, 
)(-":>-){, ){-){-~~, )( - V,-'lv,) !!if: !!ifU~~~l~qTll~U~llT~qrq;;llmCf<::q­
ifT<::T~: II ] 

~ Q,. ~t"fi' ~)tq ~ftalt :q ~"" {:IEl ~ fuf.\'~ lIJ&lita~ " 
~. ~-,~. 
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.? b ':~I~b~1n"'19 (ibliji!ln?lll:t!) " 

..... Jl. ' !lll!l!b~~ ! "E 'Jl.E 'Se 'Jl.e. 
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• I. I. '( b:.~ln"l9) tanalt 
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[ :l~~ll~~h :lu~l;t :1~.2 ~fe ] 
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.? ,,- \" '~Ih£l~l.tt ~l&;!:ij.l3~:aaJt!bb~(l~l.ll;lli:a~ 

'':2, I. '(Jb~~b2lUi!) " 

. n 'I. 6 ':a.~~I!Ji};lb~ 

'01. '(~ll!) l~ 

'O ?-?" '~lb£Ua~llt ~l~ij13~~lhUt ! I. 't ,(~ .. Jtl~~b~!;I~J9) Uillt 

'6 ~ ':!:ll:Jal~ltl~ (1h~I!lb2l1h!) IhUt 

• ~ 't .~ 't ':a.J~JsIDIJ:tJs 

'.R. 't ':a!}lJ:lh!b~JsIDIJtJs 

.\ 't '~t '~lDlIiJs 

• ~ 't '~t ' '&~~:QJJtJs 
''l> ~ 't lht1.ti'!ltl!!II) :t!ahUs 

. e 'l> 'b '), '~lb£lJ:lhllllt ~1~:ij13 

·h~J:til1!hilS ! 'l>~ '?~ ,t'» 'o~ '~e 'n ' ( lJt~I}&;!~EB ) l~I1!~Js 

. 't e ':~J~~IUbUS 

'3£ '~E '-'aI)Jt!amls 
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'.R. e • 't e ,( Ihhltl ~hUi) :~~Jl!S~E 

'6.R. ''l> 't '? 't '(:lDijl~Eb! I!~~.tdll) :b~lBrh 

,\~ .~~ '66 '(:~~ :~EU.t~lJl:!:ltl!ll) :!.I:~~ 

''l> ''t ' (:n~w ~~I:!llt~~!t~) ~l!i!Js:Jtn 

'.R.~ ' ( :alh:\!II) :!I!~~~~Ju~~I?~!i! 

..... 'l> '&~!i!h 

'eob - 006 ' :b~}bm ~"'l> 'J>.'l> '~\ '.R.\ ':1~ ,,,~ '.R.~ 'U1!~lU!.l:~;I"" 

'.R. 't ':J:JH:t. .. '\I.U~~&;!ij~J:MI!JJt~I!II 

. ~ 3 t ( :E.tt~!II) &I!JJli ~.tijh~JsJ:t~I!II 

, ? .R. ,( :hhltlhh~Js~!II) : le.-\!!hhus~J£t1l 

. ~ t ,~'t ,( :n~ ~~~UtJs) :I!Ut.ttJlJ:tJ:t~1& 

. 6 't ;:1fll1l.ij bJll~lI(lb~QI!~lh!i!) :}Jnll 

·t~ '0'.-. ''l>.R. '?.R. '~.R. '~':zbiJs~BI '!9h11 
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fitwr (ntq~Im!1tr), ":/,.". 
fit'll (q"Jllffr$t~~I), ":/,. " ".{ ". 

fef~;;:~~l~ (&TlrJlTillmlw1t), ~. 
-~6: (~qf;{~il;.), v. 
-~I;:o~"iQlqrl~~ , ~ , ¥. 

_~1;:8qICf~~ , ~ '-\. 
_~;:tf~Ti~, \"1, \":/,. 
qr;~SI+nOl~ , \ "I. 

!Rlftt: (Gftil:), ~, ¥. 

!RI~~i~f" ~, ¥. 

~n~~ (_~:), \":/,., q . 
m~rlf!:, n· 
~1~nfUI ("fit~T~~:g'lfUI), pr, ~tt" 'li~, ¥¥, ¥ ,. 

~~'T~;~ilit":' ¥ "I. 

~1~~Jl~m~\'i;r;J:, ". 

S}lqOl~, ,,-\. 

S}lqI71Jl;rilf;{~qTg;rlf;{, \ '-\. 

~:, !RI~~, q. 
Q~q~ (qH:+nffr$~), "I '1. 

gqg,!tft, ¥,-\, '-\":/,.. 

~~$1~:, \,. 

Ql!tft, ¥,-\, ,-\0, '-\~, c¥-cc. 

" (&q~qi~ql) Gftqgl!tft, t"d{gl~ 'I, c". 

!;!~fsmtl~qT~~:. ,,,. 



I ~ll? 1!j~ Ih~lh~ 

.l;tW!h~~JI:tE2o!h~~~~lRtJ:s ~~ !l:-'ltlf;~ !~l~r~~~1i ~~lhf 

l!: ~!:f~12 H~Jt:!~12 &~~~ ~~~t~l~ ~lt:!~~l!~~l~lRth~~ 

-~Jtl !~l~ltalli2 I Jl:dJ~l1sJJ:t1:!HHJhq~'l~ - lhltn .? 

I ~1l:~~~ lo~l1r;lh~~ 

-Q::l~t@Q1:tIi~lb~Wt~ ~Jhf~t ~1g,,~ ~lQ~!!til ~b~b~~ll:t 
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MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT S'ANKARA 

Written by His Holiness Sri Sri Satchidanandendra 
Saraswati & Published by the Adhyatma Prakasha 
Karyalaya, Holenarsipur, Hassan District, Karnataka. 
Pages 130 (Crown Octavo). Price Rs. 3. 

1. "I strongly recommend this book and the other one 
" ~ ANKARA'S CLARIFICATION Of? CERTAIN VXDANTIC CONCEPTS" 

to be carefully studied by all the students of Philosophy 
who wish ~o know the views of Sri ~arikara on Advaita 
Philosophy. I cannot help expressing my deep debt of 
gratitude to such immortal works of His Holiness. " 

- Prof. L. C. PatiI in "Pathway to God" 

2. .. The author of this small book has done a big job, 
bringing together the several misconceptions about S'arikara 
and showing how these misconceptions arise and in what 
ways the misconceptions are quite un-sound. Useful excerpts 
from original texts are given where they will serve the 
elucidation. To earnest student of S'arikara this book is 
found to be of much help in the task of rightly grasping 
S'arikarite ideas. The author rightly advises Vedanta 
Students to read the original in preference to translated 
matter and follow the principle 'Let Sarikara interpret 
S'arikara', and be convi~ced that S'aiikara's teaching compre­
hends, assimilates and transcends all genuine truths of 
Dwaitic Systems. 

Quite a number of Vedantic points on which faulty 
ideas persist in students get touched upon and rendered clear 
in this very serviceable book. " 

- ' R. R. in .. Vedanta Kesari " 



The Adhyatma Prakasha KaryalaYd, 
( ESTABLISHED 1920 ) 

HOLENARSIPUR. (Hassan District, S. Rlys. ) 

(BANGALORE BRANCH) 
No. 68, II Block, Subbarama Chetty Lay-out, 

THYAGARAJANAGARA BANGALORE- 560028. 

An Institution to help the interpretation of Indian 
Culture by stimulating the study and practice of 
the Adhyatma Vidya - Philosophy and Religion in 
its universal aspect - especially as revealed in the 
Upanishads and allied literature. 

1. Has so far published more than ONE 
HUNDRED AND SIXTY BOOKS in Kannada, 
English and Sanskrit. 

2. Arranges for frequent DISCUSSIONS, DIS~ 
COURSES and PUBLIC LECTURES; VEDANTA 
CLASSES in the morning form a regular feature. 

3. Has a free-lending LIBRARY and a READ­
ING ROO]\tf for the public. 

4. Conducts a Kannada Monthly Magazine 
called the "ADHYATMA PRAKASH A", devoted to 
Jnana, Bhakti and Vairagya. 

5. Nlaintains a VEDANTIC COLLEGE for 
training up model students for the dissemina.tion of 
Vedantic ideas. 

For fullm' information please apply to the SecretaTY· 
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