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Dear whomever it may concern, 

 

I have created this portfolio to highlight and showcase my progress as a per-professional teacher. 

My credentials include a BA in Psychology/Special education. In May 2013 I will receive my 

Initial Teaching Certification in Special Education (1-6) and Elementary Education (1-6). I am 

also enrolled in a MA program in Educational Psychology, which I will receive in May 2014.  

 

My teaching experience comes from six years of swim coaching, a semester of literacy tutoring, 

and two seven-week student teaching experiences. From January to March I student taught at 

Ralph R. Smith Elementary School in a first grade classroom. Currently I am student teaching in 

the Dutchess BOCES Salt Point Center. The school is mixture of different self-contained 

programs catering to a variety of special needs. The classroom I am student teaching in is an 

Intensive Learning Environment (ILE). The ILE program is centers-based classroom designed 

for students with intensive management needs. This teaching experience is helping me to 

understand the complexities and processes of teaching special education. These two experiences 

have helped me to gain the practical knowledge I need to be a successful special education 

teacher.  

 

For the purpose of this portfolio, student work and pictures are included with the permission of 

their parents/guardians. The student’s names will not be disclosed anywhere in the portfolio. 

This portfolio is for educational purposes only.  

 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

        Sincerely,  

 

 

 

        Samuel Nowack 
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Education 

Marist College, Poughkeepsie, NY 

Bachelor of Arts in Psychology/Special Education - GPA: 3.29 Expected: May 2013 

Master of Arts in Educational Psychology - GPA: 4.0 Expected: May 2014 
 

Certification 

New York State Initial Teaching Certification  Expected May 2013 
Childhood Education (Grades 1 to 6) & Special Education (Grades 1 to 6) 
 

Teaching Experience                                                                                                                                             

Student Teaching, Dutchess BOCES Salt Point Center April-May 2013  

 Taught in a 1-6-2 Intensive Learning Environment for student grades 1-3.  

 Differentiated learning for students at varying cognitive levels. 

 Aligned teaching practices, lessons, and assessments with the Common Core Standards. 

 Implemented appropriate behavior management strategies.  

Student Teaching, Ralph R. Smith Elementary School: Grade 1 January-March 2013 

 Taught and adapted mathematics lessons using Everyday Mathematics curriculum.  

 Adapted lessons based off the Fountas & Pinnell Primary Comprehension Toolkit  

 Fostered social skills and student collaboration using the Responsive Classroom approach. 

 Presented lessons based on Lucy Calkins “Nonfiction Writing: Procedures and Reports.”  

 Facilitated inquiry science lessons based on Science 21 Program. 

 Gained the confidence and trust of students, parents and fellow professionals.  

Literacy Tutoring, Ralph R. Smith Elementary, Grade 4  September-December 2012 

 Implemented literacy strategies to build comprehension for a single struggling reader. 

 Developed guided reading lessons utilizing Fountas & Pinnell Continuum of Literacy Learning 

Culturally Responsive Education, Oahu, Hawaii & Kona, Hawaii May 2012 

 Researched and planned culturally responsive lessons during on-campus portion of experience. 

 Toured Hawaiian schools with a focus on observing the interaction of culture, teaching, and learning. 
 

Leadership 

Council for Exceptional Children (CEC), Member January 2012-present 
 Explored current research in relation to Special Education and learning. 

Marist College NCAA Division I Swimming and Diving Team  August 2009-present 
 Captain 2011 and 2012 

Middletown Parks and Recreation  

Assistant Director & Head Coach of Swim Team  May 2006-August 2012 
 Built and organized a recreation swim program for children 5-18 with over 150 swimmers. 

 Responsible for the hiring, training, and evaluating of individual coaches. 

 Worked with parent teams on fundraising and handled parental and swimmer concerns. 

Facility Manager Summer 2012 

 Oversaw the operation, swimming facility personnel, and activities of the pool facility. 

 Maintained up-to-date records pertaining to training of facility personnel & facility safety. 

 Reported employee discipline and evaluation. 
 

Related Skills 

 Fluent with Smart Board, Prezi, MS Word, Excel, PowerPoint and Symbaloo technologies.  

 Utilized Raz-Kids, Tumble Books, Scholastic, and BrainPOP Jr. to enhance literacy skills.  

 CPR/First Aid/ AED Certified  

References available upon request.
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Philosophy of Teaching 

 
My purpose in teaching is to build a classroom environment 

where all students support each other in the process of learning. 

I believe that all students should learn to be respectful, 

responsible lifelong-learners. Every day all students should have 

the opportunity to improve their social interactions and develop 

social confidence. As they learn to value the input of their peers, 

they will learn to become a community of learners where all 

students have the confidence to be an individual. 

 
My interest in teaching began with the amount of time and experiences I have had 

with children. I have grown up with a daycare in my home, taught swim lessons since the 

age of 16, and have been coaching swimming for the last seven years. I found it 

fascinating watching young children interact at the daycare; watching as they played 

independently with a toy then as they 

played together with another child in a 

role-playing type game. Each day was a 

new experience that taught me a little 

more about how children interact and 

develop. As a swim instructor and coach 

I spent a lot of time teaching children 

ranging from 3 to 18 years old. Again, I 

have watched as these children have 

interacted with each other and as they 

learned the sport of swimming. Between 

these three environments I have come to 

understand that every social interaction 

has an effect.  

In my student teaching experience I learned a great deal about how to effectively 

teach and build a diverse classroom environment that encourages students to be a 

community of lifelong learners. I believe that building a classroom that is supported by a 

sense of camaraderie will enhance interpersonal relationships and minimize bullying. I 

have the motivation to think critically at a meaningful level in the field of psychology and 

education to improve my knowledge base.  As a peer I can collaborate with other 

professionals to enhance my learning and growth as a pre-service teacher. 



Student Teaching  

Placement 1: General Education 
 

 

 

Ralph R. Smith 

First Grade 

Cooperating Teacher: Mrs. Kathleen Thompson 

Supervisor: Prof. Susan Spinelli 

  



Introduction to the Classroom 

  

 

 

 

For my first student teaching 

placement I was at a Hyde 

Park elementary school. I 

was in a first grade 

classroom at Ralph R. Smith 

Elementary school. My 

classroom has 20 students, 

12 boys and 10 girls. The 

classroom is set up to 

support a responsive 

classroom. There is a large 

rug area for morning 

meeting and whole class 

instruction. There is also a 

behavior management 

strategy used that supports 

the logical consequences. As 

for classroom demographics, 

7 students are African-

American, 11 students are 

Caucasian, and 2 students 

are Latino. 

 

 
 



 

 

Parent Communication 
Dear First Grade Families,  

 

I have been given the opportunity to work with Mrs. Thompson and would like to introduce 

myself to you.  My name is Mr. Nowack and I will be a student teacher in your student’s first 

grade classroom. Currently I am working to complete my Bachelors Degree in 

elementary/special education and my Masters Degree in educational psychology. This 

opportunity is the last step I will take before receiving my degree from Marist College. I am very 

excited to be here at Ralph R. Smith Elementary and working with Mrs. Thompson for the next 

six weeks. I am looking forward to continuing to get to know you and your child in the 

upcoming weeks.  

 

As part of my requirements for my student teaching I have to create a portfolio that displays my 

growth as a pre-service teacher. In order to complete my portfolio, I must include lesson plans, 

student work, and pictures of student activities in my portfolio. The portfolio will only be used 

for professional development and will not be made public. I am asking for your permission to 

use, if necessary, samples of your child’s work and your child’s picture. Please complete and 

sign the form below to give or deny permission to include your child in the completion of my 

student teaching portfolio. Your child’s name will not appear on any of the pictures or 

documents.  

 

Please feel free to contact Mrs. Thompson or myself if you have any questions or concerns. I 

look forward learning from Mrs. Thompson and your child! 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Mr. Samuel Nowack 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

Please return this section to Mrs. Thompson and Mr. Nowack. 

 

Student’s Name ___________________________________ 

 

I give permission  to Mr. Nowack to use documentation of my child for the purposes of  

completing a student teaching portfolio, with the understanding that the child’s name will 

not be disclosed anywhere in the portfolio.  

 

 

I do not give permission to Mr. Nowack to use the work and picture of my child.  

 

Signature _________________________________________ 

 

Relationship to student: ______________________________ 



Morning Meeting 

  
Morning Meeting starts off the day and welcomes all students into the 

classroom. In my classroom, the students come in and complete morning work 

as the rest of the class comes in. Once the majority of the students are done 

with their morning work, they gather in a large open rug area for the morning 

meeting. 

 

The responsive classroom breaks down morning meeting into four essential 

components. 

1. Greeting 

2. Sharing 

3. Group Activity 

4. Morning Message 

 

These components allow students to create positive power of community 

through social interactions. As students build their community they are also 

learning social skills through modeling and practice. Currently the community 

in my classroom shows the efforts of the teacher and the students. From what 

I see all students can easily work together and are usually friendly. I wish I 

was able to be in the classroom at the beginning of the year when the students 

were learning these skills. The students know how to talk to each other to 

solve problems as well as how to work together in small groups. From what I 

have observed, my classroom is meeting the goals of the responsive 

classroom. 



Literacy 

  
Every day we worked 

on literacy skills 

through whole-group, 

small group, and 

individual learning. 

Here, the students are 

learning about 

visualization and 

Inference. 



Guided Reading 

   

Using the Fountas and Pinnell 

Guided Reading program I was able to 

design and support students in their 

progress in learning to read. In this 

lesson, I focused on teaching the 

students “the bossy R.” 



Mathematics: Non-Standard Measurement 

  
Using Everyday Mathematics¸ I modified 

and designed lesson plans based on using 

non-standard measurement. In this lesson 

students are learning the difference between a 

standard foot and their own food. Students 

learn that their feet are not equal to each 

other through measuring various object 

around the room. 



Inquiry Science  

 

  
In first grade, the students are inquisitive about almost everything. 

Therefore, teaching an inquiry science lesson to them is a great 

experience!  These pictures are a lesson taught on liquids utilizing 

Science 21 curriculum. 

The best part about inquiry science lessons is that all students are 

engaged. They may not be completing the worksheet, or writing down 

all their observations, but I can see that they are learning.  

 

In the future, whether I use Science 21 again or another program, I 

know that I will include inquiry science into any classroom that I 

teach. It allows students to become familiar with the content at their 

own pace as well as teaching the students to be independent. 



Inference and Visualization Unit Plan 

 

  

 

 

I create a unit based on the 

Fountas and Pinnell Primary 

Comprehension Toolkit to 

teach inference and 

visualization. While doing so, I 

was able to connect content to 

the Common Core State 

Standards. 



Infer and Visualization Unit Plan 

  
 

 

The Leprechaun Case Files are a series 

of inquiry, inference, and visualization 

practice to learn about what Lucky the 

Leprechaun did during St. Patrick’s 

Day. This two-day lesson was my best 

accomplishment during my first 

placement. 



Bulletin Boards & Extra-Curricular 

 

  

 

Outside of the classroom is just as important 

as inside the classroom. Through the creation 

of these bulletin boards I connect the content 

taught with outside the classroom. The “100 

Things I Love about Ralph R. Smith” was a 

big hit. “Are Leprechauns Real” incorporated 

writing, reading, arts, and mathematics to 

complete the whole board. 

I also created the ties shown in the bottom 

left. They were to support my students both in 

and outside of the classroom. 



  



Student Teaching  

Placement 2: Special Education 
 

 
 

Dutchess BOCES Salt Point Center 

Intensive Learning Environment 

1:6:2 Classroom 

Cooperating Teacher: David Felipe 

Supervisor: Susan Spinelli 

  



Introduction to the Classroom 

 

.  

 

  

My second placement took place at Dutchess 

BOCES Salt Point Center. The school is 

mixture of different self-contained programs 

catering to a variety of special needs. My new 

classroom is an Intensive Learning 

Environment or ILE. The ILE program is 

designed for students with intensive 

management needs.  

 

The classroom is supposed to be a 1:6:2, 

meaning there is one teacher, six students and 

two teacher assistants. Instead, my class room 

has seven students. These students all have 

IEPs. They range from 1st grade to 3rd grade. 

All of these students are on grade level, but 

have either autism or behaviors that prevent 

them from being in a general education setting. 

 

The Students 

Mark 9: grade 3, behavior, refuses to do all work, usually ends up getting 

sent to BRR.  

Chrissy 8: grade 3, autism, very bright, loves reading and drawing, but hates 

math to the extent that she refuses to do simple problems. 

Bobby 7: grade 2, autism, all day he pretends he is in a video game. In an 

ELA lesson, he may look like he is completely off task due to excessive hand 

movements, yet can easily answer comprehension questions at the end.  

Isadora 7: grade 2, autism, unaware of her spatial surroundings and tends to 

fall. These falls have caused seizures this school year got the extent that she 

has been hospitalized.  

Chuck 8: grade 2, autism, would much rather sit and listen from a distance, 

gets nervous speaking to people, also very stubborn and that makes if 

difficult in switching or staring activities.  

Ned 7: grade 2, behavior and minor autism, currently has tested at an 8th 

grade vocabulary, very strong reader and finishes work quickly. In this 

setting he has a lot of down time and that causes more behavior difficulties. 

Back and forth with parents 

Stephano 6: grade 1, behavior, the youngest student in the class, also the 

newest, came here about a month ago. He is grouped with the second graders 

in the class when he really should have 1st grade work. 



Differentiation in English Language Arts  
 



Differentiation in Mathematics 

  

Students use Touch 

Money to TouchCount 

coins. 



Differentiation in Science 

  
 

Differentiation in Science is 

done through the use of 

scaffolded questions and 

worksheet development. 

Students are at various readiness 

levels, therefore differentiation 

in necessary. In this lesson, 

students are learning about the 

effects of a flood on the 

environment through building an 

environment and pouring water 

over the display. 



Differentiation in Science 

  



Extra-Curricular 

 

Lunch, chili dogs, 

and a few face 

masks! 
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