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 San Gabriel Valley 

Cactus & Succulent Society 

  
October 2021 — Volume 54,  Number 10 

An Affiliate of the Cactus & Succulent Society of America 

  

Our next meeting will be: 

Thursday,  October  14th 

at 7:30 pm. in Ayres Hall 

LA County Arboretum 

 

“Travels to Guatemala” 

Presented by Kelly Griffin 

Masks required 

Material in the Communiqué publication may be reprinted by nonprofit organizations (unless 

such permission is expressly denied in a note accompanying the material) provided proper 

credit is given to the SGVCSS and the author, and that one copy of the publication 

containing the reprinted material is sent to the editor.  Reproduction in whole or part by any 

other organization or publication without the permission of the publisher is prohibited. 
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Our C&S workshop will be:  

 

Wednesday, October 20th 

at 7:30 pm in the Bamboo Classroom 

LA County Arboretum 

 

The topic will be 

Cacti of the United States 
 

Masks required 

w 
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October Program:  

Travels to Guatemala  

Presented by Kelly Griffin 

Thursday, September 9th at  7:30 pm  

As a function of his work at Altman 

plants, Kelly Griffin is charged with 

finding and creating new and different 

plants.  Kelly’s hybrid aloes and agaves 

are well known in the industry. Kelly is a 

manager of Succulent Plant 

Development for Altman Plants. His 

inclination has been towards Agaves, 

Aloes and Echeverias, but there are 

many more plants that have garnered 

his attention. As part of his life’s work, 

he has created and introduced many 

succulents ~ of course Aloes, Agaves 

but also other succulent cultivars for the 

garden and patio. 

Although Kelly’s area of study in college 

was physics, his love of plants 

continued to steer him towards 

horticulture as a career. He has traveled 

extensively worldwide documenting 

plants and collecting seed and pollen for 

propagation and hybridization. 

 

Kelly today is one  of the world's 

foremost explorers of Agaves and 

Aloes. His frequent trips to Mexico for 

agaves and Africa and Madagascar for 

aloes have entertained us for many 

years. 

 

Kelly Griffin 

Kelly is Past President of San Diego Cactus & 

Succulent Society and  

a frequent judge of many of our  shows. 

 

Kelly has acted as chair or co-chair for the 

CSSA Speaker Programs at four conventions. 
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Cacti of the Month: October 2021: 
Eriosyce and Friends 

All text and photos by Tom Glavich 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coast of Peru. This area has Mediterranean 

climate, with rain in the winter, and mostly dry 

summers. The climate is similar to Southern 

California, but generally somewhat drier. Fogs 

are more frequent, and can sometimes be the 

predominant source of water.  

 

Cultivation of these plants is relatively easy. They 

will do well in pots in Southern California, and 

require protection only from excessive water and 

rain in the winter. They will grow well in the 

ground, as long as they are provided with good 

drainage. They grow much faster in the ground 

than they do in pots, and impressive specimens 

can be grown in just a few years. The spination 

on some of the plants, particularly in the old 

Neoporteria is so dense that the body is invisible. 

Some of the old Neochilenia live in areas that are 

only fed by fogs. The bodies of these plants vary 

from gray to dark purple. In habitat only the 

uppermost surface would be above the ground, 

the rest protected by sand and gravel. In 

cultivation these almost always become globular 

cacti.  

 

All of the Eriosyce, and all of the incorporated 

genera have great spination, interesting flowers 

and are well worth growing. Most are only 

available as seed, or through some of the 

growers that specialize in obscure genera. They 

are easy from seed. (We always have some 

available as part of the April Seed Propagation 

Workshop). They are fast, and make show 

worthy plants in just a few years. 

 

Tom Glavich, September 2021  

 

Eriosyce is an interesting genus, starting 

first as a single species, and more recently 

growing to envelop what generally 

considered several other species. The 

genus Eriosyce was first created in 1872, 

and consisted of a single species, Eriosyce 

sandillon. The cacti of Chile (where almost 

all are Eriosyce are from) were poorly 

known. Britton and Rose, the first of the 

great cacti classifiers kept the genus as 

monotypic, but described very similar 

species as being in the genus Malacocarpus 

and Neoporteria, based on flower shape and 

the spination of the fruit. In 1934 Backberg 

divided the genus into Neoporteria, 

Neochilenia, Islaya, Horridocactus, and 

Pyrrhocactus. After this several others 

jumped in with several other short lived 

generic names, mostly based on minor 

differences in floral characteristics.  

 

Late in the 20th century, Fred Kattermann, 

after more than a decade of study revised 

the genus, and placed all the above genera 

into Eriosyce. This has been generally 

accepted, and is how things appear in 

current literature, including the most recently 

published authoritative reference, the New 

Cactus Lexicon. However, the on-line 

Taxonomy of the Cactaceae based on the 

work of Joël Lodé, has restored Neoporteria 

and Islaya and again reduced Eriosyce to 

three species. What is a poor label maker to 

do!? 

 

For this month’s show we will accept any of 

the above genera as being acceptable  

 

Eriosyce is a genus from the Central and 

Northern Coasts of Chile, and the Southern 
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Eriosyce glabrescens 

Eriosyce nigrihorrida FK 474 Eriosyce subgibbosa Coquimba 

Eriosyce senilis  

The SGVCSS board election is in 

November. If you interested in a 

running for office, please email 

Margie Wilson. 

margiekidsmw@gmail.com 

Nominations for office will be taken 

from the floor at the October meeting. 

Nominees need to be present and 

seconded. The election will take 

place at the November meeting.  

 

w 

mailto:margiekidsmw@gmail.com
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Succulent of the Month: October 2021: 
Didierea, Alluaudia, Decarya 

Text by Tom Glavich 

These genera are succulent shrubs and 

trees all members of the Didiereaceae. The 

entire family is endemic to Madagascar and 

consists of 11 members divided into 4 

genera. These plants are the dominant 

members of the thorn forests of Southern 

Madagascar, and home to tribes of Lemurs. 

All of the species are available and appear 

on our sales tables at local shows and are 

available on line or at specialty nurseries. 

 

They are all relatively easy to grow, with no 

special care required, except protection 

from cold and wet. All of these make 

interesting show specimens when small, 

however they don’t stay small for very long, 

and can soon outgrow their welcome if not 

extensively and continually pruned. All of 

the plants in this family are either large 

shrubs or trees. They are all extremely 

spiny. Alluaudia is relatively easy to 

propagate from cuttings, the rest are more 

difficult. Seed is never offered for any of 

these. The Madagascar garden at the LA 

Arboretum has some impressive specimens, 

particularly of Alluaudia procera. 

 

Alluaudia procera in G. Eisel’s backyard 

Alluaudia montagnacii 

Photo G. Eisel 
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  2021 Cacti 

Jan 2021 Echinocactus

Feb 2021 South American Opuntieae

Mar 2021 Rebutia -Sulcorebutia -Weingartia 

Apr 2021 Small cactus staged as miniature 

May 2021 Echinocereus 

Jun 2021 Hooked Spined Mammillaria 

Jul 2021 Buiningia and Uebelmannia 

Aug 2021 Favorite cacti 

Sep 2021 California Native cacti 

Oct 2021 Eriosyce 

Nov 2021 Variegated cacti 

    

  2021 Succulents 

Jan 2021 Small Aloes under 6" 

Feb 2021 Othonna, Senecio 

Mar 2021 Sedum, Sempervivum 

Apr 2021 Small succulent staged a miniature 

May 2021 Haworthia 

Jun 2021 Thorny stemmed Euphorbia 

July 2021 Agave 

Aug 2021 Favorite Succulent 

Sep 2021 Adenium 

Oct 2021 Didierea, Alluaudia, Decarya 

Nov 2021 Variegated succulents 

Plant of the Month 
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Gunnar Eisel, President 

Tom Vermilion, Past President 

Sharon Sedillo, Vice President 

Louise Guerin, Secretary 

Margie Wilson, Treasurer 

Shaun Adams, Director 2019-2021 

Nick Renteria, Director 2019-2021 

James Lemos, Director 2019-2021 

Irene Chew, Director 2020 -2022 

Richard Salcedo, Director 2020 -2022 

Tori Wilson, Director 2020 -2022 

SGVCSS LEADERSHIP TEAM 2021 

Tom Glavich, Inter-City Show Chair 

Manny Rivera, Winter Show Chair 

James Lemos, Winter Sales Chair 

Jim Hanna, CSSA Affiliate Rep 

Gunnar Eisel, Website Chair      

Woody Minnich, Program Chair 

Tori Wilson, Membership Chair 

Cindy Arakaki, Librarian 

Vacant, Newsletter Editor 
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If you have a cactus or succulent related event that you would like to have announced in the 

Communiqué, forward the information to the address below.  Please verify the event date.  

Articles, notices and corrections may be sent via email to: gunnar.eisel@gmail.com 

Material must be received by the 20th of the month to be considered for publication in the next 

issue of the Communiqué. 

COMMUNIQUE 

Newsletter of the San Gabriel Valley 

Cactus and Succulent Society 

P.O. Box 1000 

Claremont, CA 91711 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 


