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5 OPEN SOURCE 

MYTHS

the open source myth… …and the reality

It’s free. Licensing is free: that’s it.

It’s ‘Geekware’. At first… but not over time.

It’s ‘not ready’ for the Enterprise. 2010: 42%. 2015: 78%
1

It’s hard to support. Strength of community!

It’s not secure. 55% believe it’s more secure.
1

1
Source: 2015 Future of Open Source Survey, North Bridge and Black Duck Software, April 2015
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COMPARISONS

• Open Source Offers:

+A robust online community.

+An extensive array of algorithms.

+Low cost barriers to entry.

+Fast adoption of new innovation.

• SAS Offers:

+Productivity for users regardless of skillset.

+Scalability to address any problem or dataset.

+Governed analytics and data.

+The support organizations require for 

production and operational analytics.
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OPEN SOURCE 

REVOLUTION….

… means the evolution of SAS to embrace and extend the capabilities of open 

source as part of an analytics ecosystem.
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SAS EMBRACES
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INTEGRATION 

POSSIBILITIES
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OPEN SOURCE IN 

SAS

SAS® Enterprise Miner offers score code support for 6 different R packages 

and allows users to import any type of R code. The open source node can 

also be used to import any open source model.

Allows users to create ensemble models using open source and SAS.

Models can be converted to score code for operational deployment from within 

a drag-and-drop interface. This results in improved productivity, deployment

and scalability.  
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WHY IS THIS 

IMPORTANT?

Improve model lift and performance by creating blended models that 

combine the best of SAS and Open Source. 

SAS automatically generates documentation capturing best practices, 

promoting collaboration and helping reduce turnover risk. 
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Facilitating Interoperability
A simple example
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IN REAL LIFE

2 3 4

5

Leverage reusable data 

preparation tasks.

Develop models using multiple

statistical methods. 

Leverage advanced Machine 

Learning.
Integrate R Models.    

Choose Champion and 

Deploy.

1

What if you had to 

CODE this in your 

language of choice? 
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SAS IN OPEN 

SOURCE

+Base SAS offers a Java object to incorporate a variety of external languages, 

including Python.

+This allows SAS Procedures to be be called from open source tools. 

+The Jupyter kernel for SAS brings the power of SAS data manipulation and 

analytics capabilities to the Jupyter notebook. 
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WHY IS THIS 

IMPORTANT?

This allows data scientists to code in their language and interface of choice, 

while allowing SAS to extend open source applications with productivity and 

the ability to scale to any data volume.

Using SAS in open source can ease the transition of non-SAS users: calling 

SAS via stored processes/APIs from other programming interfaces is a simple 

way for open source programmers to access SAS.
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Bringing SAS to R
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THE POWER OF 

MODELS

• SAS supports analytic model deployment with inventory, scoring, monitoring 

and retraining capabilities for SAS and Open Source models.  

Supported 

PMML Non-PMML

Inventory n n n n n

Publish & 

Score

Batch n n n n n

In-Database n n n n n

Web Service n n n n n

Streaming n n n n n

Monitor n n n n n

Retrain n n n n n
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THE FUTURE IS NOW…

21
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SAS VIYA

22

SUPPORTING CURRENT INDUSTRY TRENDS

RESTful  API’s

Multi-threaded hyper-computing

Memory spilloverScalable

Elastic

Easy installs

Charge-back capable 

Advanced machine learning

Analytics lifecycle support

Integrated solutions

Micro-services 

architecture

Plug n’ play

Python, Java, Lua support

Backward compatible ‘Any data, any platform’

End-to-end
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SAS AND OPEN SOURCE

EXTEND
open source by improving 

its interoperability and 

utility for the enterprise

EMBRACE
open source by including it 

and leveraging it where we 

can

SAS

23
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RESOURCES

• How SAS Adds Value to Open Source

• VIDEO: SAS Enterprise Miner and R

• Whitepaper: The Use of Open Source is Growing. So Why Do Organizations 

Still Turn to SAS?

• Whitepaper: SAS Analytics and Open Source

• Using R in the Open Source Integration Node in SAS® Enterprise Miner

• What is the value of R in SAS Enterprise Miner?

• SAS AND OPEN SOURCE –A MATCH MADE IN ENTERPRISE MINER

• Using R in SAS Enterprise Miner – YouTube ▶ 8:24

http://www.sas.com/en_us/webinars/open-source-data-science-tools.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TbXo0xQCqDw
http://www.sas.com/en_us/whitepapers/use-of-open-source-is-growing-107429.html
http://www.sas.com/en_us/whitepapers/nucleus-sas-analytics-open-source-107100.html
http://support.sas.com/kb/54/806.html
https://www.sas.com/content/dam/SAS/en_be/doc/other2/academic-conference-2015/aca-conference-17mar15-what-is-value-of-r-inside-sas-enterprise-miner-(sas-celine-canziani).pdf
http://www.sas.com/content/dam/SAS/en_ca/User Group Presentations/Toronto-Data-Mining-Forum/Valente-OpenSourceandSAS.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TbXo0xQCqDw
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CLOSER TO HOME EXCITING NEWS FOR SAS CUSTOMERS

• Ever feel overwhelmed as a newer (or long-time) SAS user when facing 

all the support options available?

• Lots of options – not so great with wayfinding

• Which is best for me?

• How do I search?

• What is the value/benefit?

• Why should I bother?
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INTRODUCING… SAS SUPPORT ONBOARDING PROGRAM

• Developed here in Canada

• Designed for newer SAS customers… but also, for seasoned experts that 

want some guidance around navigating SAS Support

• SAS has a responsibility to help our customers find value in their investment

• We can achieve this by facilitating…

• Comfort with the tools/solutions

• Guidance through support and knowledge landscape

• Dialogue around challenges/opportunities

• Connection points with other SAS users
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PERSONA: USER/PRACTITIONER (6 MONTH PROCESS)

First Contact

Welcome phone 

call from Retention 

Marketing team 

with invitation to 

personalized 

orientation WebEx

Papers, Proceedings 

& Posts

Customized 

walkthrough of white 

papers/conference 

proceedings/blogs

SAS Training

SAS Training 

options available 

– customized for 

environment, 

possibly 

instructor-led

Webinar Assets

Customized

walkthrough of 

SAS Seminars, 

Ask the Expert, 

etc.
Consistent 

Touchpoints as 

Required

How are the 

webinars? Changes? 

Suggestions?

User Groups & 

Conferences

Customized 

walkthrough of 

local user groups 

& SAS Global 

Forum

Support Communities

Customized WebEx 

walkthrough of online 

support communities 

(SCC, FoS, SAS 

Support). 

Welcome Package 

Email

Email of relevant/relative 

links to support resources 

& intro to SAS Profile: will 

include schedule of 

upcoming WebEx talks

Year –End 

Touchpoint

How was the support? 

What are your SAS 

challenges? How are 

you finding the 

software? What are 

you doing with it?
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SOUND 

INTERESTING?

• Email Matt Malczewski at matt.malczewski@sas.com

• If personalized onboarding can’t be arranged, assets can certainly be 

shared!

mailto:matt.malczewski@sas.com
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THANK YOU

MATT.MALCZEWSKI@SAS.COM

TWITTER: MALCHEW

LINKEDIN: MATT MALCZEWSKI


