
Saturday February 19, 2022 – 8pm 
Armstrong Theatre



TORRANCE CULTURAL ARTS FOUNDATION

OUR MISSION
In partnership with the City of Torrance, The Torrance Cultural Arts Foundation’s 
mission is to enrich the community through the performing arts by providing diverse 
cultural, educational and entertainment experiences of the highest quality.

OUR VISION
The shared vision of the Torrance Cultural Arts Foundation is to enrich the lives 
of all those within the City of Torrance and surrounding communities through the 
performing arts. By presenting relevant, accessible and quality performances of all 
genres, we bridge cultural divides, inspire the young, support economic development 
and begin conversations relevant to the human condition.

THANK YOU TO THE CITY COUNCIL AND CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION for 
their continued support of TOCA and the Arts in the South Bay

Patrick J. Furey, Mayor

Heidi Ann Ashcraft, Councilmember

George K. Chen, Councilmember  
District #2

Mike Griffiths, Councilmember  
District #6

Sharon Kalani, Councilmember  
District #4

Aurelio Mattucci, Councilmember  
(At-Large)

Jack Walser, Councilmember

Cultural Arts Commission
Randy Klinenberg (Chair)

Michelle Polcari (Vice Chair)

Steven Hsiao

Lynda Kraemer

Totran Radke

Toni Sargent

Melissa Wright

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
The Torrance Cultural Arts Foundation would like to 
acknowledge that the Armstrong Theatre is located 
on the traditional and ancestral territory of the Tongva 
people in the Swaanga Village. We ask you to join 
us in acknowledging the Tongva community, their 
elders both past and present, as well those of future 
generations. www.tongvapeople.com

https://www.torranceca.gov/government/city-council-and-elected-officials/district-elections/district-2
https://www.torranceca.gov/government/city-council-and-elected-officials/district-elections/district-6
https://www.torranceca.gov/government/city-council-and-elected-officials/district-elections/district-4
http://www.tongvapeople.com


Welcome back! 
We are so glad 
to have you 
join us LIVE for 
another great 
evening of 
entertainment 
at the Torrance 
Cultural Arts 
Center. Whether 
you have been 

a loyal ticket holder for 25 years or this 
is your first time in the theatre we are 
thrilled to have you join us. 

During the shutdown I was certainly 
grateful for all the livestreamed events 
and staying connected in the “chat 
rooms” but there is nothing like hearing 
the instruments live, feeling the passion 
of the performers and the enthusiasm 
of your fellow theatre goers in an in-
person LIVE performance.

We have a great line up this year 
that we are sure you will love but are 
always looking for your feedback and 
suggestions as to what you would like 
TOCA bring to you. 

Part of TOCA’s mission is to keep the 
arts accessible to as many as possible, 
to that end we strive to bring you 
high quality performances as the most 
reasonable ticket prices possible. 

If you would like to support us further, 
feel free to fill our “tip jar” on the 
website or by texting “TOCAlive” to 
44321. You can also be notified of 
last minute addition to the season by 
joining our mailing on the website or by 
texting “TOCA” to 22828.

On behalf of the entire TOCA Board, 
welcome.

Athena Paquette Cormier 
President

We are excited 
to share 
with you our 
lineup for our 
2021/2022 
season. Some 
of these shows 
were scheduled 
prior to the 
shutdown  
and others are 

new offerings.

While we are planning to be opening 
up at 100% capacity in the Armstrong 
Theatre, we want you to know that 
your health, safety and comfort are 
our first priority. TOCA will continue to 
work with the City of Torrance to make 
sure the most current Covid protocols 
are in place for your safety.

For the time being, we are holding 
off on presenting our Studio Cabaret 
Series in the Nakano, simply because it 
is such an intimate space. However, if 
we see an opportunity to resume these 
performances, you will be the first to 
know… so follow Athena’s advice and 
sign up for our email list or be sure to 
follow us on social media.

As always, if there is anything we can 
do to make your time with us more 
enjoyable, please let us know by 
emailing us at info@torrancearts.org.

Christian Wolf, Executive Director 
Torrance Cultural Arts Foundation

Assisted listening devices available.  
Ask the House Manager or usher for assistance.

http://torrancearts.org
sms:44321
sms:22828
mailto:info%40torrancearts.org?subject=


Friday May 13, 2022 – 8pm

In 1975 Billy Joel started looking for a new band. He had already released 
two studio albums with minimal success and was looking for a New York 
sound for his next record “Turnstiles”. His first choice to start to build the 
band was a fellow long islander and bass player, Doug Stegmeyer. .

Doug Stegmeyer, Liberty DeVitto and Russell Javors joined Billy Joel 
in studio to record his 1976 album “Turnstiles.” Billy Joel was also 
looking specifically for a saxophone player who could play keyboards. 
Al Stegmeyer, Doug Stegmeyer’s brother, was a sound engineer on 
the album, and recommended Richie Cannata to play saxophone and 
keyboards on the album. Cannata walked into Ultrasonic Studios in 
Hempstead, New York, and heard for the first time the legendary hit, 
“Angry Young Man.”

Joel, Stegmeyer, DeVitto and Javors recorded the tune a day earlier, 
and Cannata was blown away by their experienced playing and speed. 
Cannata went into the studio and immediately recorded the unforgettable 
Empire State love song, “New York State of Mind.” 

Buy Tickets at torrancearts.org 

NEW  
SHOW!  
JUST  

ADDED!

https://torrancearts.org/show/the-lords-of-52nd-street/


Sunday March 13, 2022 – 2 & 5pm

Louis Pearl has been thrilling 
audiences around the world for 
nearly 30 years with the art, magic, 
science and fun of bubbles. An 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival favorite, 
he has sold out every year for the 
last eight years. Louis explores the 
breath-taking dynamics of bubbles, 
combining comedy and artistry with 
audience participation and enough 
spellbinding bubble tricks to keep 
everyone mesmerized. From square 
bubbles, bubbles inside bubbles, fog-
filled bubbles, giant  bubbles, bubble 
volcanoes, tornados and trampolines 
to people inside bubbles, the Amazing 
Bubble Man conjures shrieks of 
laughter and gasps of amazement 
from all ages.

Buy Tickets at torrancearts.org

Saturday March 19, 2022 – 8pm
Many of us recognize her from the 
platinum-selling Number 1 hit song 
“Stay (I Missed You)” from the film 
Reality Bites. Since then, she has 
enjoyed a successful career in music, 
film, television, voice-over work and 
children’s recordings. In addition to 
raising two children in LA, she stays 
busy working on her growing eyewear 
line, her music for grown-ups as well 
as books and CD’s for kids and families. 
Her most recent collection of songs is 
called “A Simple Trick To Happiness.” 
TOCA is proud to bring you Grammy® 
winner singer/songwriter Lisa Loeb.

Buy Tickets at torrancearts.org

Lisa Loeb

https://torrancearts.org/show/the-amazing-bubble-man-louis-pearl/
https://torrancearts.org/show/lisa-loeb/


NEW DATE! Saturday March 26, 2022 – 8pm

Celebrate America’s most prolific songwriter and Songwriter’s Hall of Fame 
inductee with singers Laura Ellis and John Adkison, and musicians. 

You know his music, even if you don’t think you do… you do.

Buy Tickets at torrancearts.org

NEW  
DATE!  
Saturday  
March 26,  

2022 – 8pm

Saturday April 2, 2022 – 2 & 8pm

The sinfully funny Late Nite Catechism 
series unearths the origins of Easter 
bunnies, Easter eggs, Easter bonnets, 
Easter baskets, and of course those 
yummy Easter Peeps. Sister answers 
questions about pet heaven and the 
significance of those adorable baby 
chicks! Classroom participation is a 
must, so don’t forget to wear your Easter 
bonnet and join Sister for this seasonal 
treat!

Buy Tickets at torrancearts.org

https://torrancearts.org/show/the-paul-williams-songbook/
https://torrancearts.org/show/late-nite-catechism-sisters-easter-catechism-will-my-bunny-go-to-heaven/


The music of FRANKIE VALLI AND 
THE FOUR SEASONS comes to life in 
this one-of-a-kind concert experience. 
DECEMBER’63 showcases all your 
favorite songs from Frankie Valli 
including the classics that have been 
thrilling audiences for decades. This re-
creation of a Frankie Valli and The Four 
Seasons concert will have you reaching 
for the high notes as our cast and band 
take you on musical journey with stops 
at every phase of the careers of Frankie 
and the boys!

In 1962, the group released their first 
album, featuring the single “Sherry,” 
which was not only their first charted 
hit but also their first number-one 
song. The Four Seasons followed up 
“Sherry” with several million selling 
hits, including “Big Girls Don’t Cry,” 
(their second #1 hit), “Walk Like A 
Man,” (their third #1), “Candy Girl” 
and several others. From 1962 to early 
1964, only The Beach Boys matched 
the Four Seasons in record sales in the 
U.S.

Come out and enjoy a night of timeless 
classics!

Nick Davies 
Nick was born into 
a musical family in 
Liverpool, England. 
He moved to 
Arizona at the age 
of 6, and through 
the years, he has 
learned about all 
aspects of music. 

His first love was the drum set, which 
led to a 4-year position on his high 
school drumline. Since then, he has 
learned how to play many more 
instruments including the guitar, the 
harmonica, and the keytar. His main 
instrument now is piano, which he has 
been playing for 15 years. Nick has 
been fortunate enough to play the 
roles of Jean Valjean in Les Miserables 
and Henry Jekyll and Edward Hyde in 
Jekyll and Hyde, for which he won a 
national award for best actor. He also 
writes, records, and produces his own 
music, and is releasing his first album, 
My Generation, later this year.



Nick Gallardo 
Born and raised in 
Tucson, AZ, Nick is 
elated to once again 
grace the stage 
with the gentlemen 
of December ‘63. 
Nick was most 
recently featured 
in TAD’s Tribute 

to Christmas and can also be 
seen in TAD›s Teen Idols, Cory 
McCloskey’s Love Boat, and a few 
more on the way! Select credits include 
performances with Linda Ronstadt, 
Andrea McCardle, Richard Kline and 
Shirley Jones. Favorite roles include: 
Jinx in Forever Plaid, Leaf Coneybear 
in Spelling Bee, Jesus in Godspell and 
Seymour in Little Shop of Horrors. Nick 
is also an accomplished trick rodeo 
roper and guitarist. So much love and 
thanks to friends, family and God.

Michael B. Williams

Michael B. Williams 
was born in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. With 
his Mother being 
a rock n’ roll radio 
personality and 
Father with a 1,000+ 
CD collection, he 
was quickly exposed 

to every genre of music. Michael 
found his voice when he joined the 
choir and theatre programs in high 
school. After winning Best Actor 
in Dallas for portraying the role of 
“Phantom” in Phantom of the Opera, 
he competed at the national level in 
the 3-part PBS special, “Broadway or 
Bust” and performed at the Minskoff 
Theatre on Broadway, home of the 
Lion King. Michael is thrilled to be 
singing alongside the talented boys of 
December 63’. Huge thank you to his 
family for supporting him every step of 
the way!

Miguel Jackson

Miguel Jackson is a 
Canadian who has 
loved living in the 
Valley of the Sun 
for the past 8 years! 
After working at 
Channel 12 (KPNX-
NBC) for 6 years 

as a director, Miguel has continued to 
appear on stages throughout Arizona! 
A twice nominated “Zoni” (Arizona’s 
“Tony”) actor and singer, Miguel is 
thankful for the opportunity to be a part 
of the great company known as TAD 
Management! You’re going to love the 
music we have for you today!

Other credits include: Benny 
(Understudy)/ Pit singer - In The Heights 
(Phoenix Theater); Stew - Passing 
Strange (iTheater Collaborative); Curtis 
Taylor Jr - Dreamgirls (Desert Foothills 
Theater); Tom - MurderBallad (A/C 
theater company); Gator - Memphis 
(Phoenix Theater); Soul of Broadway Act 
2! (Fountain Hills Theater); Coalhouse 
Walker Jr. - Ragtime (Theaterworks); 
Jinx - Forever Plaid (Mesa Encore 
Theater)



Friday April 22, 2022 – 8pm

Having played to sold-out  
crowds across the world,  

ABBAFAB is a stunning  
tribute to the music of  

ABBA. This multimedia 
production is a tribute  

to some of the greatest  
music produced  

including monster hits  
such as Waterloo,  

Fernando, Honey Honey,  
Dancing Queen and  

countless others. 

Buy Tickets at  
torrancearts.org

YOUTH SYMPHONY
Pacific Vision

Saturday May 7, 2022 – 8pm

Founder, Music Director, Conductor and 
International Jazz Pianist DAVID BENOIT 

leads the multi-talented musicians 
through a varied program providing 

opportunities for young musicians of all 
races and cultures (up to age 18) to play 

in a professional-level ensemble and 
performing musically demanding and 

diverse repertoire. The PVYS students 
are challenged to master a wide variety of 

musical styles, ranging from classical to 
jazz. Joe Marino, Assistant Conducto

Buy Tickets at torrancearts.org  

https://torrancearts.org/show/abbafab-the-premiere-abba-experience/
https://torrancearts.org/show/pacific-vision-youth-symphony/


SPECIAL THANKS!

SEASON PARTNER
City of Torrance 

OUR PARTNER — $50,000+ 
Olds Family Trust

$10,000–$49,999 — STARS
QuinStar Technology, Inc.
Robinson Helicopter Company
Surf Management, Inc. 

$5,000–$9,999 — CO-STARS
Athena Paquette Cormier
Eravant
Pelican Products 
Providence Little Company of Mary 
Sares-Regis Group 

$2,500–$4,999 — PRODUCERS
Jean Adelsman  

(In Memory of Mary P. Miller)
Continental Development Corporation
Jane & Jim Isomoto

$1,000–$2,499 — DIRECTORS
Jeffrey C. & Margo Baker Barbakow  

(In Memory of Mary P. Miller)
Dolores Charroux  

(In Memory of Mary P. Miller)
Brian & Heidi Cunningham
Ann & Marty Gallagher (In Memory of 

Mary P. Miller & Dr. Owen Griffith)
Ted Gardner (In Memory of Mary P. Miller)
Dale Korman
Rod & Crystal Macdonell
Nancy & George Mannon
Ellenmary Michel
Camilla Seferian
Wendy Shu & George Yang
Ritas Smith & Associates

$500 — ANGELS
Bennett Barbakow (In Memory of  

Mary P. Miller)
Patricia Kromka
Ted & Carolyn Porter
Frank & Barbara Tyrell  

(In Memory of Dr. Owen Griffith)

$250 — FRIENDS 
Carolyn Anderson
Dan & Heidi Ashcraft
Barbara Barker (In Memory of  

Mary P. Miller)
J. Gary & Diane Hastings
Glen & Fumiko Isobe
Lynda Kraemer (In Memory of Mary P. 

Miller & Howard Korman)
Gesuina Lafayette
Russell & Carole Lefevre
Gerald & Carol Marcil
Warren Morse
Lori Nolan
Bill Oberholzer
Fred & Ann Peitzman
David Reyna
Nancy Richards
Patrick Rue, Erosion Wine
Maxine Trevethen
Marilyn Van Oppen

$100 — FANS 
Kathleen Davis
Helen Dennis
Karen Dougherty  

(In Memory of Mary P. Miller)
Wayne & Andrea Eads
Lynn Fernandez
Debra Frank  

(In Recognition of Jean Adelsman)
Patrick & Terry Furey  

(In Memory of Mary P. Miller)
Phyllis Guagenti (In Memory of  

Mary P. Miller)
May E. Ikeda Cambra  

(In Memory of Mary P. Miller)
Kathryn Joiner
Tammy Khan



TORRANCE CULTURAL ARTS FOUNDATION BOARD

Katy Geissert, Founding President

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Athena Paquette Cormier, President
Gesuina Lafayette, Vice President
Heidi Cunningham, Secretary
Camilla Seferian, Treasurer
Lori Nolan, Member At Large
Wendy Shu, Member At Large
Ellenmary Michel, Past President

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jean Adelsman
David Kartsonis
Tammy Khan
Sacha Ohara
Laura Savitz
Rhandy Siordia
Birgit Snodgrass

ADVISORY BOARD
Heidi Ashcraft
David Benoit
Jonathan Beutler
Shannon Dean
Scott Douglas
Donna Duperron
Steve Fechner
Patrick Furey
Ann Gallagher
Mikko Haggott-Henson
Sherry Kramer
George Mannon, EdD
George Nakano
Steve Napolitano
Bill Oberholzer
Ted Porter 
Mark Smith
Ritas Smith
Kurt Weideman

STAFF
Christian Wolf, Executive Director
Sharon Sapigao, Administration
Susan Lyon, Artist Hospitality
Tes Schaff, Graphic Design

Sherry & Ian Kramer  
(In Memory of Mary P. Miller)

John Maroney (In Memory of Mary P. 
Miller)

Frank & Marilyn Miles
Fred Missman
James & Paula Moscato  

(In Memory of Mary P. Miller)
Ted & Anita Nakajima
George & Helen Nakano
Diane Numark
Old Torrance Neighborhood 

Association

Andrea & Ron Perez  
(In Memory of John Popovich)

Steve Sauer  
(In Memory of Mary P. Miller)

Laura Savitz
Birgit Snodgrass
Maurine Swilley  

(In Memory of Mary Ann Bradford)
Randi Tahara
Hazel Taniguchi
Mike Terre
Ray & Estela Uchima
Dorothy Warner-Jeheber
Kurt Weideman & Sue Golden



MARCH

13 Amazing Bubbleman, 
2&5pm

19 Lisa Loeb, 8pm

26 Paul Williams Songbook, 
8pm

APRIL

2 Late Nite Catechism Easter 
Edition, 2&8pm

22 ABBAFab, 8pm

MAY

7
Pacific Vision Youth 
Symphony with David 
Benoit, 8pm

13 Lords of 52nd Street, 8pm

14 Yesterday & Today Interactive 
Beatles Tribute, 8pm

JUNE

25 South Bay Festival of Arts,  
11am–5pm

For more information or to purchase 
tickets, please call  

https://torrancearts.org/show/the-lords-of-52nd-street/

