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I am brand new to Alcoholics Anonymous.  I
just walked into the Fellowship for my first meeting
… scared not knowing why I am here.  I think, just
be still … don’t look at anybody … it’s OK.  Finally,
to my relief, everyone sits down and the meeting
begins.  Then we get to the sharing portion of the
meeting.  This is about job loss, divorce, bad rela-
tionships, how hard it is to follow the rules of the
treatment centers, how some of them let their parents
down, still others must get home to their children,
why they hate their bosses and the job, and finally
how hard it is to stay sober.  What does any of this
have to do with alcoholism … Who knows?  And this
is why we have Tradition Five.  It is the responsibili-
ty of each group to carry the message of hope.  That
is what is meant by attraction rather than promotion.

You may find this hard to believe – but I just
walked into a meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous.
The chances are I know about the pain of alcoholism
and how, even though unwillingly, I let myself, my
friends, and all my loved ones down.  What I need to
know is how to stop this madness.  I am hopeless. 

In the Big Book, Alcoholics Anonymous, it
states “our stories disclose in a general way what it
was like, what happened and what it is like now”.
That is what we share … that’s it!  It is the obligation
of each member of Alcoholics Anonymous to help
the alcoholic by sharing our “experience” to help the
newcomer identify and then introducing them to

TRADITION FIVE
“Each Group has but one primary purpose – to carry its message to the alcoholic who still suffers.”

recovery.  By carrying the message of the 12 Steps
forward, we show the newcomer how wonderful
sobriety can be - how our troubles are cast aside as
we began a whole new life -  living happily free from
alcohol as we learn to be comfortable in our own
skin.

The best sermon you will find is action and
not words.  Walk over to that newcomer, shake their
hand, smile and say WELCOME!  In the chapter of
the Big Book, Alcoholics Anonymous, “Working
with Others”, it says we seek out the newcomer.  And
I was taught if I am not sharing the message of
Alcoholics Anonymous, I am probably spreading the
disease of alcoholism.  I must always remember I
might be the only example of the Big Book that a
newcomer sees.  So, I either walk the walk and live
“the primary purpose” or I am a sober horse thief.

I am not picking on anyone or any group, I
am simply writing about Tradition Five and our pri-
mary purpose which is to stay sober and help other
alcoholics achieve sobriety.  In order to keep this gift
received by the grace of God, we must be willing to
go to any length and give it away.  These are not my
rules.  The founders of Alcoholics Anonymous
learned these through their experience that we might
carry this forward.

Love and service, 
Tommy B.

THE STEPS & THE TRADITIONS

STEP 5 - “Admitted to God, to ourselves, and to another human being the exact nature of our wrongs.”

TRADITION 5 - “Each group has but one primary purpose-to carry its message to the alcoholic who still suffers.”
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SOUTH PALM BEACH COUNTY INTERGROUP PICNIC
CELEBRATING OUR 33RD ANNIVERSARY

SUNDAY, MAY 21, 2017
11:00 AM - 3:00 PM

JOHN PRINCE PARK - CENTER DRIVE PAVILLION
LAKE WORTH, FLORIDA

PICNIC TICKETS $10.00
KIDS UNDER 12 FREE

COME JOIN US IN THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE SPIRIT FOR FOOD,
FUN, GAMES AND LOTS OF SMILES!

50/50 RAFFLE VOLLEYBALL
FACE PAINTING LIVE MUSIC
GAMES

CONTRIBUTIONS ACCEPTED AND APPRECIATED
Picnic Tickets available at SPBCI Office - 561-276-4581

PICNIC DIRECTIONS
From I-95: Take exit 61 for Lantana Rd 0.4 mi, turn left onto Palm Beach 812/Lantana Rd.

1.5 mi, turn right onto S Congress Ave 1.2 mi, turn right onto Prince Dr 0.3 mi,
follow signs to Center Drive Pavilion

RAFFLE PRIZES

Big Screen HDTV

and
$250 Gift Card

Drug Chain Ties in
Copy with Alcoholics Anonymous

Mobile, ALA. Press Register 1944

SPBCI Archives Committee
Archives Committee Chair - Mike B.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Memorial Day Holiday

Monday, May 29, 2017

OFFICE CLOSED
• • • • • • • • • • • • • •
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South Palm Beach County Intergroup Profit & Loss - March 2017

OOffffiiccee VVoolluunntteeeerrss
Dennis, George, Hunter, Joe H.,

John B., Marianne, Sarah R., Stan,
Becca, Chris, Andrew H., Matthew,
Eric, Scot, Samantha, Mandy, Robie

and Sarah S.

Intergroup Activity Log Mar 17
12th Step Calls 0
First Call to AA 2
Meeting Inquiries 133
Business Inquiries 147
Walk-Ins 256
QB Sales Receipts 266

New Intergroup Reps.
Boca Boyz ~ Max P.

Men With Solutions ~ Christian V.
We Are Not Saints ~ Crystal C.

Wine Into Water ~ William B. ALT
Women In Recovery ~ Laura K.

Women Living Sober ~ Savannah R. ALT
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GROUP CONTRIBUTIONS: MARCH 2017 AND YEAR-TO-DATE 2017



AA HOTLINE – RELAY PHONE
The Hand of AA is Available 24 Hours a Day!

May - Women With A Solution
June - From Steerage to Captain’s Table

July - Carry The Message
August - Wine Into Water

FFAAIITTHHFFUULL FFIIVVEERRSS
WWiitthh GGrraattiittuuddee ffoorr tthheeiirr ssuuppppoorrtt::

Michael G. and Linda P.

BIRTHDAY CLUB
SOUTH PALM BEACH COUNTY INTERGROUP

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR ANNIVERSARY!
Your donation goes to help the valuable services provided by Intergroup including
the AA hotline, meeting schedules, 12 step work, literature inventory, SCAAN
newsletter and hospital/institution meetings.

Name Anniversary Date 

Home Group Contribution* $
*Recommended contribution is $1 for every year of sobriety.

If you would like a reminder notice next year, please fill out the address portion
below or provide an email address.

Address City 

State/Zip Email 
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BIRTHDAY CLUB

Intergroup Business Meeting Minutes – March 29, 2017

Chair: Cheryl S: The meeting opened with a moment of silence followed by
the Serenity Prayer. Chair called for approval of last month’s minutes; Sheryl
M. made a motion to approve February 22, 2017 minutes. The motion was
seconded and passed unanimously. Chair welcomed new group reps. 
Vice Chair: Billy R: Election will be held for Public Information Chair. Men’s
H&I position has become available with an election to follow next month.
Treasurer: Gary K: Thank you to Jeannie for running the financials reports in
QuickBooks and sending them to me. For February 2017, we had a net rev-
enue of $1247, versus a net loss for the same month last year. Year to date
our net revenue is $2897, 132% ahead of the same period last year. Group
contribution income for the month of February ahead of February for last year.
Big Book sales for February down compared to February of last year.
However, Year to date Big Books sales are a little ahead of last year. Total
sales for last month were 18% behind February of 2016; year to date total
sales were down 5% as compared to the same period last year. Thank you to
the groups that contributed to Intergroup in February. All contributions received
through the end of last month are included in this report. We remain transpar-
ent in our financial reporting. The P&L statement and group contributions will
continue to be included in the SCAAN, are available online. Members may also
stop into the Intergroup office anytime to review the reports. Please feel free to
reach out to me should you have any questions or suggestions. Remember,
this is your Intergroup. Thank you for the opportunity to be your treasurer.
Secretary: Jay W: Please remember to sign in on the Intergroup Rep rosters
and double check that all of your contact information is correct, thank you!
Office Manager: Jeannie G: THANK YOU to the SPBCI office volunteer staff,
telephone relay volunteers, Committee Chairs, Steering Committee Officers,
and the 2017 Picnic Chair.  Your service is appreciated. Thank you for the
anonymous donation of the 500 - 2017 Picnic Tickets and FLYERS. 
The 2017 SPBCI Picnic is scheduled for May 21st from 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM
at John Prince Park.  Flyers and tickets are now available.  We ask each
Representative to pick up an “envelope of 10 tickets” tonight.  Jerry, 2017
Picnic Chair, will provide additional details about the event.  2016 U.S. Form
990-EZ, Return of Organization Exempt from Income Tax, has been prepared
by our CPA, reviewed by the Steering Committee, and “electronically filed”.
New Group Reps: William B, Wine Into Water; Crystal C, We Are Not Saints;
Christian V, Men With Solutions; Max P, Boca Boyz; Laura K, Women In
Recovery; and Savannah R, Women Living Sober!
Committee Reports:
Archivist: Michael G: No report.
Archives: Mike B: Not too much to report. At the Intergroup office, there are a
ton of Grapevines, even extending to the 1970’s. They’re available for anyone
to come visit and see. I’ve been in contact with a gentleman who is willing to
help us complete our collection of Grapevine’s throughout the years. Thank
you!

Chris M. - Tuesday Men’s Solution - 4/28/96
Congratulations on 21 years of sobriety!

AA EVENTS
June 10
GSO District 8
Founder’s Day Celebration
Holy Spirit Catholic Church - Lantana
6:30 - 9:30 - Tickets $5.00  www.area15aa.org

July 21-23
GSO Area 15 Assembly
Boca Raton Marriott  www.area15aa.org

November 10-12
4th Southern States Alcoholics Anonymous
Service Assembly (SSAASA)
Sheraton Atlanta Airport
www.area15aa.org

OTHER EVENTS
The Other Events listed below are presented solely
as a service to SCAAN readers, not as an endorsement
by SPBCI.

May 11-14
The 39th Big Book Seminar
Boca Raton Marriott
www.bigbookseminar.org

July 27-30
61st Florida State Convention
Hyatt Regency - Jacksonville Riverfront
https://floridastateconvention.com/



South Palm Beach County
Intergroup Association, Inc.

2905 South Federal Highway • Building C, Suite 15-16
Delray Beach, FL 33483

24-hours: 561.276.4581
Email: southcountyaa@comcast.net
Website: www.aainpalmbeach.org

Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 9am - 5pm

Saturday: 10am - 1pm

STEERING COMMITTEE
Chair - Cheryl S. Vice Chair - Billy R.
Treasurer - Gary K. Secretary - Jay W.

Office Manager - Jeannie G.

COMMITTEES
Archives . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mike B.

Archivist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Michael G.

Bridge the Gap - Men  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tom K.

Bridge the Gap - Women  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bari W.

General Services Liaison . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Arlene P.

Group Information  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jason W.

Hospitals & Institutions (W)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Natasha V.

Hospitals & Institutions (M)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . OPEN

Liaison to North County Intergroup  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kendall C.

Public Information  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sheldon

SCAAN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John T.

Telephone Relay  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tony C.

Twelve Step Committee - Men . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Steve J.

Twelve Step Committee - Women  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Katie K.

Where & When  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sheryl M.

Bridge the Gap: Bari W (women): Excused absence. No report. Tom K (men):
Excused absence. Nothing new to report. No phone calls received from
Intergroup.
General Service Liaison: Arlene P: The District Public Information Committee
is looking for volunteers, more information on who to contact is available on the
District 8 website. They would like feedback regarding the website. There will
be an Area Quarterly from April 7-9th at the Boca Raton Marriott and they are
asking for volunteers as well.
Group Information: Jason W: I continue to contact the reps from our group rep
sign-in sheet. I’ve begun attending meetings that do not currently have an
Intergroup representative to let them know that they have a voice at Intergroup.
I’ve attended 4 this month and intend to attend one a week going forward. The
current number of groups listed on our roll call sheet is 94, 76 have been veri-
fied by myself. The current number of meetings listed in the Where & When
are 164. My committee could use some help, especially regarding women’s
meetings in the area. 
Public Information: Open
Hospitals and Institutions: Open (men): Natasha V (women): There are no
new meetings as of this month. We still have 21 meetings in 11 facilities each
week organized through H&I. If anyone would like to volunteer please contact
the Intergroup office who will forward your information to me. 
SCAAN: John T: Excused absence. Articles are always welcome and can be
emailed to the Intergroup office. Please submit by the 15th of the month.
Telephone Relay: Tony C: Contacted April recipient of phone to confirm
expected attendance for handoff. The phone is covered through July.
Where & When: Sheryl M: Updated the list for Where & When’s last month.
New prints will be coming out in April. The new ones will be for sale at the
Intergroup office once the stock of the old ones run out.
12th Step Committee: Katie K (women): We added one new volunteer to the
women’s 12 step list, making the total number 24. Still taking volunteers for the
women’s list. Steve J (men): Few additions and few removed from the list. Will
call the large portion of the list this coming month to ensure they are all still
viable volunteers. 
Liaison to North County Intergroup: Kendall C: Their office operations are
doing great. Their part-time manager Leslie has continued to work on a manual
to allow the Intergroup office to stay operational in case of emergency.
Literature prices will not have to be increased after all. Elections were held
according to Third Legacy procedures. If you would like any of the new chairs
information, please contact me via the Intergroup office. The plan for the old-
timer’s ice cream social on April 22nd at the Triangle Club is doing well. Please
advertise this event at your home groups. Those eligible to speak at the event
will need to have 50+ years of sobriety. If not enough 50+ speakers are avail-
able they will have 35+ years speak. In spite of strong sales, February was a
quiet month in regards to literature. 
Picnic Chair: Jerry R: Looking forward to a great picnic this year! We will be at
John Prince Park again, 11am-3pm on May 21st. Intergroup reps please pick
up 10 tickets for the picnic from the Intergroup office to bring back to your
groups. If you need more tickets that is no problem as well. Tickets are $10
and children under 12 are free. We will be setting up volunteers, please ask

May Service Meetings
May 21

District 8 General Service Business Meeting - Triangle Club
4:00 PM: GSR/DCM SHARING

4:40 PM DISTRICT 8 BUSINESS MEETING
May 24

SPBC Intergroup Steering Committee Meeting
Wednesday, 5:30 PM - SPBCI Office

May 31
SPBC Intergroup Monthly Business Meeting
Wednesday, 7:00 PM - Delray Central House

your groups if anyone is interesting in being of service. Games, food, servers,
face painters are all positions available for your groups. This is a great oppor-
tunity for service. I am very grateful to have this position again this year. 
Old Business: 
Committee Elections: Election was held for Public Information Chair. Sheldon
was elected from Delray Central House! Report to follow next month. H&I
men’s position will have an election next month. 
Review Current Intergroup By-Laws: Intergroup asked last month that the reps
familiarize themselves with the by-laws. If you have any suggested revisions
please email them to the Intergroup office. The by-laws can be found on our
website at aainpalmbeach.org. Michael G. the Archivist made a motion to
change the Archives Chair position from a 1 year to a 2 year service position
due to the large scale and training required to be a productive chair. The
motion was seconded and discussion followed. Michael G. amended his
motion to make the position retroactive, so that the current Archives chair can
continue his position into his second year. Discussion followed. Please take
this to your homegroup and bring your feedback to next months vote.
New Business: None!
Next Business Meeting: April 26, 2017

Closed meeting with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully, 
Jay W.


