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PREFACE

By enrolling in this self-study course, you have demonstrated a desire to improve yourself and the Navy.
Remember, however, this self-study course is only one part of the total Navy training program. Practical
experience, schools, selected reading, and your desire to succeed are also necessary to successfully round
out a fully meaningful training program.

COURSE OVERVIEW: In completing this nonresident training course, you will demonstrate a
knowledge of the subject matter by correctly answering questions on the following: History and
Organization of the Seabees and Laws of War; Special Clothing and Equipment; Service Rifle and Pistol
Marksmanship; Combat Maneuvers, Formations, Patrols, and Ambushes; Land Navigation; Evasion,
Survival, and Escape; Individual Protective Measures; Entanglements; Chemical, Biological, and
Radiological (CBR) Defense; First Aid and Field Sanitation; Grenades, Land Mines, and Booby Traps;
Organic Support Weapons: M203 and Machine Guns; and Organic Support Weapons: 60-mm Mortar and
AT4.

THE COURSE: This self-study course is organized into subject matter areas, each containing learning
objectives to help you determine what you should learn along with text and illustrations to help you
understand the information. The subject matter reflects day-to-day requirements and experiences of
personnel in the rating or skill area. It also reflects guidance provided by Enlisted Community Managers
(ECMs) and other senior personnel, technical references, instructions, etc., and either the occupational or
naval standards, which are listed in the Manual of Navy Enlisted Manpower Personnel Classifications
and Occupational Standards, NAVPERS 18068.

THE QUESTIONS: The questions that appear in this course are designed to help you understand the
material in the text.

VALUE: In completing this course, you will improve your military and professional knowledge.
Importantly, it can also help you study for the Navy-wide advancement in rate examination. If you are
studying and discover a reference in the text to another publication for further information, look it up.

1993 Edition Prepared by
UCCM(SCW) R. C. Blackmon

Published by
NAVAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
AND TECHNOLOGY CENTER

NAVSUP Logistics Tracking Number
0504-LP-026-8720
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Sailor’s Creed

“I am a United States Sailor.

I will support and defend the
Constitution of the United States of
America and I will obey the orders
of those appointed over me.

I represent the fighting spirit of the
Navy and those who have gone
before me to defend freedom and
democracy around the world.

I proudly serve my country’s Navy
combat team with honor, courage
and commitment.

I am committed to excellence and
the fair treatment of all.”
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SUMMARY OF
SEABEE COMBAT HANDBOOK

TRAINING MANUALS

VOLUME 1

Seabee Combat Handbook Volume 1, NAVEDTRA 14234 consists of chapters
on the History and Organization of the Seabees and Laws of War; Special Clothing
and Equipment; Service Rifle and Pistol Marksmanship; Combat Maneuvers,
Formations, Patrols, and Ambushes; Land Navigation; Evasion, Survival, and
Escape; Individual Protective Measures; Entanglements; Chemical, Biological, and
Radiological (CBR) Defense; First Aid and Field Sanitation; Organic
Communications Equipment; Hand Grenades, Land Mines, and Booby Traps;
Organic Support Weapons: M203 and Machine Guns; and Organic Support
Weapons: 60-mm Mortar and AT4.

VOLUME 2

Seabee Combat Handbook Volume 2, NAVEDTRA 14235 consists of chapters
on Setup and Operation of the Command Post; Organization and Operation of the
Combat Operation Center; Application of the Laws of Armed Conflict; Setup and
Control of Medical Evacuation (MEDEVAC); Planning and Development of
Defensive Tactics; Planning and Deployment of Patrols; Deployment and Control
of Heavy Weapons; and Deployment and Control of CBR and NBC Teams.

iv



REGULATIONS ON ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION
AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

Environmental Pollution and Hazardous Wrote Handling and Disposal programs have been enacted
and are United States law. These programs are of immense importance and should be taken into
consideration during the planning stages before beginning any new construction or rehabilitation project.

As a member of the Naval Construction Forces, United States law requires you to be constantly
aware of potential environmental pollution hazards or hazardous material spills and to report them to
your immediate supervisor or other senior personnel at the earliest possible time.

The following list of directives contains information on the cognizant government departments and
the procedures for preventing, reporting, and correcting environmental pollution hazards and hazardous
materials disposal worldwide:

l Naval Occupational Safety and Health Program Manual, OPNAVINST 5100.23B

l Environmental and Natural Resources Protection Manual, OPNAVINST 5090.1

l Domestic Wastewater Control, MIL-HDBK 1005/8

v
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR TAKING THE COURSE

ASSIGNMENTS

The text pages that you are to study are listed at
the beginning of each assignment. Study these
pages carefully before attempting to answer the
questions. Pay close attention to tables and
illustrations and read the learning objectives.
The learning objectives state what you should be
able to do after studying the material. Answering
the questions correctly helps you accomplish the
objectives.

SELECTING YOUR ANSWERS

Read each question carefully, then select the
BEST answer. You may refer freely to the text.
The answers must be the result of your own
work and decisions. You are prohibited from
referring to or copying the answers of others and
from giving answers to anyone else taking the
course.

SUBMITTING YOUR ASSIGNMENTS

To have your assignments graded, you must be
enrolled in the course with the Nonresident
Training Course Administration Branch at the
Naval Education and Training Professional
Development and Technology Center
(NETPDTC). Following enrollment, there are
two ways of having your assignments graded:
(1) use the Internet to submit your assignments
as you complete them, or (2) send all the
assignments at one time by mail to NETPDTC.

Grading on the Internet: Advantages to
Internet grading are:

• you may submit your answers as soon as
you complete an assignment, and

• you get your results faster; usually by the
next working day (approximately 24 hours).

In addition to receiving grade results for each
assignment, you will receive course completion
confirmation once you have completed all the

assignments. To submit your assignment
answers via the Internet, go to:

http://courses.cnet.navy.mil

Grading by Mail: When you submit answer
sheets by mail, send all of your assignments at
one time. Do NOT submit individual answer
sheets for grading. Mail all of your assignments
in an envelope, which you either provide
yourself or obtain from your nearest Educational
Services Officer (ESO). Submit answer sheets
to:

COMMANDING OFFICER
NETPDTC N331
6490 SAUFLEY FIELD ROAD
PENSACOLA FL 32559-5000

Answer Sheets: All courses include one
“scannable” answer sheet for each assignment.
These answer sheets are preprinted with your
SSN, name, assignment number, and course
number. Explanations for completing the answer
sheets are on the answer sheet.

Do not use answer sheet reproductions: Use
only the original answer sheets that we
provide—reproductions will not work with our
scanning equipment and cannot be processed.

Follow the instructions for marking your
answers on the answer sheet. Be sure that blocks
1, 2, and 3 are filled in correctly. This
information is necessary for your course to be
properly processed and for you to receive credit
for your work.

COMPLETION TIME

Courses must be completed within 12 months
from the date of enrollment. This includes time
required to resubmit failed assignments.
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PASS/FAIL ASSIGNMENT PROCEDURES

If your overall course score is 3.2 or higher, you
will pass the course and will not be required to
resubmit assignments. Once your assignments
have been graded you will receive course
completion confirmation.

If you receive less than a 3.2 on any assignment
and your overall course score is below 3.2, you
will be given the opportunity to resubmit failed
assignments. You may resubmit failed
assignments only once. Internet students will
receive notification when they have failed an
assignment--they may then resubmit failed
assignments on the web site. Internet students
may view and print results for failed
assignments from the web site. Students who
submit by mail will receive a failing result letter
and a new answer sheet for resubmission of each
failed assignment.

COMPLETION CONFIRMATION

After successfully completing this course, you
will receive a letter of completion.

ERRATA

Errata are used to correct minor errors or delete
obsolete information in a course. Errata may
also be used to provide instructions to the
student. If a course has an errata, it will be
included as the first page(s) after the front cover.
Errata for all courses can be accessed and
viewed/downloaded at:

http://www.advancement.cnet.navy.mil

STUDENT FEEDBACK QUESTIONS

We value your suggestions, questions, and
criticisms on our courses. If you would like to
communicate with us regarding this course, we
encourage you, if possible, to use e-mail. If you
write or fax, please use a copy of the Student
Comment form that follows this page.

For subject matter questions:

E-mail: n314.products@cnet.navy.mil
Phone: Comm: (850) 452-1001, Ext. 1826

DSN: 922-1001, Ext. 1826
FAX: (850) 452-1370
(Do not fax answer sheets.)

Address: COMMANDING OFFICER
NETPDTC N314
6490 SAUFLEY FIELD ROAD
PENSACOLA FL 32509-5237

For enrollment, shipping, grading, or
completion letter questions

E-mail: fleetservices@cnet.navy.mil
Phone: Toll Free: 877-264-8583

Comm: (850) 452-1511/1181/1859
DSN: 922-1511/1181/1859
FAX: (850) 452-1370
(Do not fax answer sheets.)

Address: COMMANDING OFFICER
NETPDTC N331
6490 SAUFLEY FIELD ROAD
PENSACOLA FL 32559-5000

NAVAL RESERVE RETIREMENT CREDIT

If you are a member of the Naval Reserve, you
may earn retirement points for successfully
completing this course, if authorized under
current directives governing retirement of Naval
Reserve personnel. For Naval Reserve retire-
ment, this course is evaluated at 18 points. These
points will be credited as follows:

Unit 1 – 12 points upon satisfactory completion
of Assignments 1 through 6

Unit 2 – 6 points upon satisfactory completion
of Assignments 7 through 9

(Refer to Administrative Procedures for Naval
Reservists on Inactive Duty, BUPERSINST
1001.39, for more information about retirement
points.)
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Student Comments

Course Title: Seabee Combat Handbook, Volume 1

NAVEDTRA: 14234 Date:

We need some information about you:

Rate/Rank and Name: SSN: Command/Unit

Street Address: City: State/FPO: Zip

Your comments, suggestions, etc.:

Privacy Act Statement: Under authority of Title 5, USC 301, information regarding your military status is
requested in processing your comments and in preparing a reply. This information will not be divulged without
written authorization to anyone other than those within DOD for official use in determining performance.
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CHAPTER 1

HISTORY AND ORGANIZATION OF THE SEABEES
AND LAWS OF WAR

The Seabees are the Navy’s construction forces; and
few select teams, if any, enjoy a finer reputation among
America’s fighting men. During their short history, the
Seabees have won fame, honor, and distinction as an
organization that “Can Do,” even when faced with
practically insurmountable obstacles. A brief discussion
on the history of the Seabees is given below.

THE CIVIL ENGINEER CORPS

No discussion on the history of the Seabees is
complete without first explaining the origin and purpose
of the Civil Engineer Corps (CEC). The CEC is
composed of dedicated staff corps officers who are
specialists in the field of civil engineering. A CIVIL
ENGINEER is a professional engineer who performs a
variety of engineering work in planning, designing, and
overseeing construction and maintenance of structures
and facilities, such as roads, airports, bridges, harbors,
pipelines, power plants, and water and sewage systems.

Civil engineers have been an integral part of the
Navy since its very beginning. Our first “fleet” consisted
of less than 10 ships. However, our forefathers realized
that to survive as a nation, the United States must have
a Navy powerful enough to counter the naval threat from
pirates and other great powers, such as England, France,
and Spain. To meet this threat, Congress authorized the
hiring, purchasing, and building of several additional
vessels. Suitable land for use as navy yards had to be
located, surveyed, and purchased. Logically, civil
engineers were delegated to perform these tasks.

By the time Thomas Jefferson became President, the
Secretary of the Navy, Mr. Stoddert, had established six
Navy Yards. All were managed by civil engineers,
although they were not yet known as Civil Engineer
Corps officers. In the following years, the number of
ships increased sharply as well as the need for more dry
docks and repair facilities. The United States was
emerging as a great sea power and governmental
functions were becoming more complex. As a result, on
31 August 1842, Congress established the “Bureau”
system. The Bureau of Yards and Docks
(BUDOCKS)–known now as the Naval Facilities
Engineering Command (NAVFAC)–was created, and

the chief of this bureau was a civil engineer. It was not
until 25 years later, however, that the Civil Engineer
Corps was officially named and authorized. At that time,
the officers in the corps were the forerunners of the CEC
officers who lead the variety of Seabee units today.

As naval technology advanced in the modern era,
the navies of the world ranged far over the great oceans.
Ships grew more and more dependent upon an
ever-increasing chain of sophisticated shore bases for
their support, both at home and abroad. The construction
of these bases necessitated a new and large organization
of seafaring fighter-builders.

Before 1941, the Civil Engineer Corps used private
contractors to accomplish all overseas construction. The
contractors, in turn, hired steelworkers, electricians,
carpenters, draftsmen, and mechanics from private
industry. However, the Navy realized that, in the event
of war, civilian contractors and construction workers
could not be used very well outside our own country. If
they were attacked and attempted to defend themselves,
these civilians could be regarded as guerrillas. Also,
since most of them had never received any type of
combat training, there was reason to believe that they
could not adequately defend themselves, even if their
lives depended on it. These fears soon became realities.

As World War II drew near, there was an urgent need
for more overseas bases. Airfields and landing strips had
to be rushed into existence on far away islands. Clearly,
we needed a combat MILITARY ORGANIZATION
trained to construct these advance bases. Even before
the outbreak of hostilities, the Bureau of Yards and
Docks had conceived the idea of naval construction
battalions. The first construction units were organized
early in January 1942. Highly skilled construction
workers were recruited, and whole construction
companies volunteered men and equipment.

THE FIRST SEABEES

The name Seabees is derived from these first
construction units, or construction battalions (CBS) as
they were called. Officially, permission to use the name
“Seabee” was granted on 5 March 1942. Each year
March 5th is observed as the anniversary of the Seabees.
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Figure 1-1.—Seabees going over one of the obstacle courses during combat training at Camp Endicott, Davisville, Rhode Island, during
World War II.

Because of the urgent need for these men, the first
Seabees had no time for military training. They were
given medical shots, handed equipment, and sent off to
pick up where the civilian contractors left off. One month
after the first units were organized, Seabees were at
work constructing roads on Bora Bora, one of the
Society Islands, thousands of miles out in the Pacific
Ocean.

Little time was given to training the next group of
recruits, who were old hands in the construction trades,
averaging 31 years of age. Since they were experienced
in their respective skills, they needed and received
mostly military training. Some additional instruction in
technical matters peculiar to the Navy, such as pontoon
assembly, was also given these men.

Throughout World War II the Seabees were without
construction ratings as we know them now. They were
given the most appropriate existing Regular Navy rating
on the basis of their civilian vocation and experience;
for example, an experienced steelworker or plumber
who had achieved a position of responsibility–perhaps
as a foreman or owner of a small business–was rated
first class or chief Shipfitter. Seabees who held this and

1-2

other ratings, such as Boatswain’s Mate, Machinist’s
Mate, and Electrician’s Mate, were easily distinguished
from those who held corresponding shipboard ratings
by the Seabee insignia shoulder patch. This now famous
insignia consists of a flying bee–fighting mad–with a
“white hat” on his head, a spitting “tommy gun” in his
front hands, a wrench in his middle hand, and a
carpenter’s hammer in his rear hand.

Soon the Seabees had grown enough to have their
own stations, such as Camp Endicott, Camp Allen, and
Camp Bradford. Camp Peary, near Williamsburg,
Viginia, became the receiving and training station for
the Seabees. At these camps, they learned such things as
combat formations, combat signals, fire control, combat
orders, first aid, use of various weapons, and military
courtesy. Instruction was also given in trail cutting and
jungle warfare.

After boot training, the new Seabees were assigned to
construction battalions and advanced training began. They
learned air raid protection, earthmoving, Quonset hut
erection, and dry refrigeration. Crosscountry marches,
sleeping in the open, obstacle courses (fig. 1-1), and
simulated combat exercises toughened them up.
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