
Selected Bears Ears Support 
 
Tribal Government Support 

o Navajo Nation 
o Uintah and Ouray Ute Indian Tribe 
o Ute Mountain Ute Tribe 
o Hopi Tribe 
o Zuni Tribe 
o Utah Tribal Leaders Association  
o Tri-Ute Council 
o Hualapai Tribe 
o All Pueblo Council of Governors 
o National Congress of the American Indian 

 
Members of Utah’s State Legislature 

o 30+ Utah Local Officials 
o Minority Leader, Gene Davis (UT-3) 

 
Science Community 

o 40+ Paleontologists 
o Archaeology Southwest 
o Crow Canyon Archaeological Center 
o 18+ Historic Preservation Groups 
o 450+ Archaeologists  

 
Business, Health and Other Diverse Leaders 

o 65+ National Business Leaders 
o 180+ Health Professionals 
o 16 Religious Leaders 
o Blue Green Alliance 
o Vet Voice Foundation 
o Operation Climb On 

 
NGOs 

o Utah Diné Bikéyah 
o Friends of Cedar Mesa 
o Pew Charitable Trusts 
o Conservation Lands Foundation, Grand Canyon Trust, League of Conservation 

Voters, Natural Resources Defense Council, Sierra Club, Southern Utah 
Wilderness Alliance, The Wilderness Society 

o American Fly Fishing Trade Association 
o Access Fund 

 
 























HUALAPAI TRIBAL COUNCIL 

RESOLUTION NO. 06-2015 

OF THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE 

HUALAPAI TRIBE OF THE HUALAPAI RESERVATION 

PEACH SPRINGS, ARIZONA 

TITLE: Support for conservation of the Bear's Ears region to protect cultural, historical, 
and natural resources on federal lands in San Juan County, UT 

WHEREAS, we, the Hualapai Tribe does hereby establish and submit the following 
resolution; and, 

WHEREAS, the Hualapai Tribe recognizes the historic and ongoing ties to the 
lands, animals, plants, resources of San Juan County, Utah by Native American people; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed Bear's Ears National Conservation Area/ National Monument is 
the ancestral home of many Southwestern Native American Tribes, including the Navajo, the Hopi, 
Zuni, Acoma, Zia, and Jemez Pueblos along with the Ute Mountain, Southern, and Uintah Ouray 
Utes, the San Juan, Kaibab, and Utah Paiute Tribes and the White Mountain and Jicarilla Apache 
Tribes, all of whom assert their affiliation, occupation and enduring use of these Conservation Area/ 
Monument lands; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed National Conservation Area/ National Monument is 
bordered on the west by the Colorado River and on the south by the San Juan River and Navajo 
Nation reservation, the Conservation Area/ Monument is characterized by prodigious topographic 
diversity and striking landforms. Containing an intricately rich ecological system, the Navajo and 
other Tribes depend upon the proposed Conservation Area/ Monument to sustain their traditional 
livelihoods and cultural practices. Cedar Mesa, the Conservation Area/ Monument's centerpiece 
offers sprawling vistas while Comb and Butler Washes, as well as Moki, Red, Dark, Grand Gulch, 
and White canyons support verdant ribbons of riparian habitat. Desert Bighorn Sheep grace the 
lower desert lands while the 11,000 foot Abajo Mountains host forests of Ponderosa Pine, Spruce, 
Fir and Aspen, providing a home to Mule Deer, Elk, Black Bear and Mountain Lion, sacred icons of 
the mesa's original peoples. Paramount for the Navajo, the majority of the regions current 
inhabitants, is the proper management of the proposed Conservation Area/ Monument's native 
plants and wildlife that are food, shelter and medicine and its cultural sites that are central to their 
spiritual practices. 

WHEREAS, the proposed National Conservation Area/ Monument includes towering 
cliffs and mesas bisected by sheer canyons, which expose sedimentary layers revealing a geologic 
history stretching back to when a sea covered this landscape. Containing unsurpassed cultural and 
paleontological resources, the proposed Conservation Area/ Monument is world renowned for the 
integrity and abundance of its archaeological resources. Six cultural special management areas are 
within the proposed Conservation Area/ Monument boundaries: Alkali Ridge National Historic 
Landmark, the Hole-in-the-Rock Historical Trail and the Grand Gulch, Big Westwater Ruin, Dance 
Hall Rock, Sand Island Petroglyph Panel, the Newspaper Rock Petroglyph Panel, and the Butler 
Wash Archaeological District National Register site. Also occurring in the proposed Conservation 
Area/ Monument's 19 distinct geologic units are scientifically significant vertebrate and non-













 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

N A T I O N A L C O N G R E S S O F A M E R I C A N I N D I A N S 
 
 
 
 

The National Congress of American Indians 

Resolution #EC-15-002 
 
 
 

E XEC U T I VE  C O M M I T T E E 

PRES IDE NT  

Brian Cladoosby 
Swinomish Tribe 

FIRS T V ICE -PRES IDE NT  

Randy Noka 
Narragansett Tribe 

RE CO R D I NG SE CR E TAR Y 

Aaron Payment 
Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa 
Indians of Michigan 

TREA SURE R 

Arlan Melendez 
Reno Sparks Indian Colony 

 
R EG I O N A L V IC E - 
P R E S I D E N T S 

ALASKA 

Jerry Isaac 
Native Village of Tanacross 

EASTE R N OK LAH O MA 

S. Joe Crittenden 
Cherokee Nation 

GREA T PLA IN S 

Leander McDonald 
Spirit Lake Nation 

M IDW E ST 

Roger Rader 
Pokagon band of Potawatomi 

NOR TH EA S T 

Lance Gumbs 

Shinnecock Indian Nation 

NOR TH W ES T 

Fawn Sharp 
Quinault Indian Nation 

PA CI FI C 

Rosemary Morillo 
Soboba Band of Luiseno Indians 

ROC KY MOU N TAIN  

Ivan Posey 
Shoshone Tribe 

SOU TH EA S T 

Ron Richardson 
Haliwa-Saponi Indian Tribe 

SOU TH ER N PLA IN S 

Stephen Smith 

Kiowa Tribe 

SOU TH W ES T 

Manuel Heart 
Ute Mountain Ute Tribe 

WESTER N 

Len George 
Fallon Paiute Shoshone Tribe 

 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Jacqueline Johnson Pata 
Tlingit 

 
NCAI HE ADQUARTER S 

1516 P Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20005 
202.466.7767 
202.466.7797 fax 
ww w . n c a i . o r g 

TITLE: Supporting the Presidential Proclamation of the Bears Ears National 

Monument, Including Collaborative Management Between Tribal 

Nations and the Federal Agencies 
 

WHEREAS, we, the members of the National Congress of American Indians 
of the United States, invoking the divine blessing of the Creator upon our efforts and 
purposes, in order to preserve for ourselves and our descendants the inherent sovereign 
rights of our Indian nations, rights secured under Indian treaties and agreements with 
the United States, and all other rights and benefits to which we are entitled under the 
laws and Constitution of the United States, to enlighten the public toward a better 
understanding of the Indian people, to preserve Indian cultural values, and otherwise 
promote the health, safety and welfare of the Indian people, do hereby establish and 
submit the following resolution; and 

 
WHEREAS, the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) was 

established in 1944 and is the oldest and largest national organization of American 
Indian and Alaska Native tribal governments; and 

 
WHEREAS, since time immemorial, the Bears Ears and surrounding land in 

Southeastern Utah have been a homeland and place of spiritual and cultural 
significance to tribal people. This living landscape continues to nurture, strengthen, 
and sustain tribal people, and tribal people remain dependent on these public lands to 
maintain our traditional livelihoods and cultural practices, such as hunting, gathering, 
and ceremonial uses. 

 
WHEREAS, for the last century, tribal nations and tribal members have 

experienced removal from these ancestral homelands, and afterward, limited access to 
the land. Tribal nations and tribal members have also witnessed the looting of graves 
and sacred sites, and threats from more modern land uses such as off-road vehicle use 
and energy development. 

 
WHEREAS, tribal leaders from Hopi, Navajo, Ute Mountain Ute, Zuni and 

Uintah & Ouray Ute formed the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition with the goal of 
protecting and preserving the homeland area of the Bears Ears region. 

 
WHEREAS, the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition’s chosen outcome is for 

President Obama to use his powers under the Antiquities Act to declare the Bears Ears 
National Monument, and secure permanent protection for these lands. 

 
WHEREAS, the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition requests that President 

Obama proclaim the 1.9 million Bears Ears National Monument to honor the 
worldviews of our ancestors and Tribes today. 



 

 
 

 
 

NCAI 2015 Executive Committee Resolution EC-15-002 
 

WHEREAS, the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition proposal asks that the new monument be 
managed under a path-breaking, comprehensive, and entirely workable regime of true Federal- 
Tribal Collaborative Management. 

 
WHEREAS, the Bears Ears National Monument has every opportunity to serve as the 

shining example of the trust, the government-to-government relationship, and innovative, cutting- 
edge land management. 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that NCAI does hereby urge President Obama 

to use his powers under the Antiquities Act to declare the Bears Ears National Monument and, by 
doing so, provide permanent protection for these lands. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NCAI does hereby support the Navajo, Hopi, Zuni, 

Uintah & Ouray Ute, and Ute Mountain Tribes that comprise the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition 
and their shared goal of permanently protecting the Bears Ears region. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NCAI does hereby support the Bears Ears National 

Monument being meaningfully co-managed between the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition Tribes 
and federal management agencies for the purpose of honoring the trust relationship, protecting 
tribal sacred homelands, and preserving traditional and cultural ways of life. 

 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that this resolution shall be the policy of NCAI until it is 

withdrawn or modified by subsequent resolution. 
 
 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
The foregoing resolution was adopted by the Executive Committee of the National Congress of 
American Indians, held via a poll of Board Members, September 20, 2015 in Washington, D.C. 
with a quorum present. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 

Brian Cladoosby, President 

 
 
 
 
Aaron Payment, Recording Secretary 



President	Barack	Obama	
The	White	House	
1600	Pennsylvania	Ave,	NW	
Washington,	D.C.	20500	
	
September	20,	2016	
	
	
Dear	President	Obama,	
	
We	the	undersigned	are	current	and	former	elected	officials	and	candidates	in	the	state	of	Utah	
who	support	protection	of	a	Bears	Ears	National	Monument.		We	are	writing	to	ask	you	to	use	
your	authority	to	ensure	that	America’s	most	important	unprotected	cultural	landscape	
receives	the	protection	it	so	richly	deserves.	
	
The	Bears	Ears	Inter-Tribal	Council	represents	five	sovereign	Tribes	with	deep	cultural	ties	to	
the	region.		Their	leadership	of	this	effort	has	been	inclusive	and	provides	a	vision	for	Native	
Americans	to	protect	their	heritage	while	maintaining	access	and	appropriate	use	for	all	
Americans,	regardless	of	where	they	live.			
	
There	is	a	false	media	narrative	around	the	effort	to	protect	Bears	Ears	that	would	have	you	
believe	that	Utah	elected	officials	are	unanimously	opposed	to	a	Bears	Ears	National	
Monument.	We	hope	this	letter	puts	that	narrative	to	rest	and	we	ask	that	you	use	your	
authority	under	the	Antiquities	Act	to	protect	this	land	for	all	people,	for	all	time.	
	
Thank	you.	
	
	
Sincerely,	
	
	
Patrice	Arent	
Representative	
Utah	House	
	
Steve	Barth	
Former	Representative	
Utah	House	
	
Andy	Beerman	
Councilmember	
Park	City	Council	
	
Heather	Bennett	
President	
Salt	Lake	City	School	
Board	
	

Jim	Bradley	
Member	at	Large	
Salt	Lake	County	Council	
	
Joel	Briscoe	
Minority	Assistant	Whip	
Utah	House	
	
Peter	C.	Clemens	
Candidate	for	
Utah’s	1st	Congressional	
District	
	
Jim	Dabakis	
Senator	
Utah	Senate	
	

Rani	Derasary	
Councilmember	
Moab	City	Council	
	
Krista	Dunn	
Former	Councilmember	
Murray	City	Council		
	
David	D.	Erley	
Mayor	
Castle	Valley	
	
Gage	Froerer	
Representative	
Utah	House	
	
	

Jon	Harper	
Candidate	for	Utah	
Attorney	General	
	
Joe	Hatch	
Former	Councilmember	
Salt	Lake	County	Council	
	
Tory	Hill	
Councilmember	
Castle	Valley	Town	
Council	
	
Dave	Jones	
Former	Minority	Leader	
Utah	House	
	



Kalen	Jones	
Councilmember		
Moab	City	Council	
	
Patricia	Jones	
Former	Senator		
Utah	Senate	
	
Brian	King	
Minority	Leader	
Utah	House	
	
Claudia	McMullin	
Councilmember	
Summit	County	Council	

Erin	Mendenhall	
Councilmember	
Salt	Lake	City	Council		
	
Robert	O’Brien	
Councilmember	
Castle	Valley	Town	
Council	
	
Kristen	Peterson	
Former	Councilmember	
Moab	City	Council	
	
Angela	Romero	
Representative	
Utah	House

Misty	K.	Snow	
Candidate	for	U.S.	
Senate	(UT)	
	
Barry	Sochat	
Councilmember	
Rockville	City	Council	
	
Stephen	P.	Tryon		
Candidate	for	Utah’s		
3rd	Congressional	
District	
	
Elizabeth	Tubbs	
Councilmember	
Grand	County	Council	
	

Mark	Wheatley	
Representative	
Utah	House		
	
Ted	Wilson	
Former	Mayor		
Salt	Lake	City		
	
Lisa	Zumptf	
Councilmember	
Springdale	Town	Council	
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Letter: Time to declare Bears Ears Monument
Published: October 14, 2016 12:30AM
Updated: October 14, 2016 12 30AM

The debate surrounding an area of Utah known as Bears Ears has raged for several months now. Nearly all agree that these public lands are special
and should be protected, but how to do this has been hotly contested. All sides have had ample time to weigh in. That includes 26 Native American
tribes, San Juan County and people from both across our state and the nation, all of whom have a right to have a say in the management of their public
lands.

But now it’s time to take action. With little chance of Congress protecting the Bears Ears region, the president should use his authority to establish the
Bears Ears National Monument and ensure permanent protection of this unique region. In doing so, the president would be heeding the calls of Native
American tribes, labor unions, veterans, business owners, local elected officials, faith leaders, sportsmen, recreationalists, conservationists and others
who wish to see these lands protected and appropriate access ensured.

A national monument designation will keep these public lands managed under existing agencies, and ensure access and preservation for us, our
children, and future generations.

As the Utah State Senate minority leader, I implore you to take action.

Sen. Gene Davis

Utah State Senate minority leader

Salt Lake City

© Copyright 2016 The Salt Lake Tribune. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. (http //www.sltrib.com/pages/privacy)

 



The President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 
 

October 31, 2016 
 

Dear Mr. President, 

As you are no-doubt aware, there is significant interest in protecting an area of federal public 
lands in southeastern Utah known as the Bears Ears region as a national monument. Much of this 
interest has come from Tribes with strong current, historic and prehistoric ties to the area, while 
recreationists, businesses, archaeologists and many others also have supported the Tribes’ 
proposal to establish a 1.9 million acre Bears Ears National Monument. These are all important 
interests in the protection of this landscape. Our purpose in writing you is to add another highly 
significant factor into that equation; one that has received little attention in the media, but is 
among the most significant, certainly from the perspective of scientific impact. 

The Bears Ears area in southeastern Utah contains some of the richest and most significant 
paleontological resources in the United States. This area preserves rocks that have an 
unparalleled record of ancient seas that covered the continent, the rise of vertebrate life on land, 
the ascendency of the dinosaurs, and even the remains of Ice Aged animals who once roamed the 
high plateaus and deep canyons that make the landscape of the Bears Ears area so visually 
stunning today. For example, work conducted in this area already has revealed new insights into 
the transition of vertebrate life from the sea to the land, with tetrapod fossils from the southern 
reaches of the proposed Bears Ears National Monument showing how the mosaic of characters 
present in fish and amphibians were evolving into the earliest true land vertebrates, the amniotes 
dating back to around 300 million years ago. 

Currently teams from many different institutions across the country are engaged in fresh new 
research there, leading to a boom for paleontological exploration and knowledge that the region 
has not seen for almost 50 years. New species of plant-eating crocodile-like reptiles are being 
described, mass graves of enormous sauropods are being unearthed, and the fundamental 
changes from reptiles to mammals are being exposed within this remarkable area. The Bears 
Ears landscape also holds important clues about how environments respond to the increasing 
temperatures and decreased rainfall associated with climate change. The geologic and fossil 
records in the proposed monument area allow us to see how the seasonal monsoon pattern that 
dominated during the Late Triassic Period, 205 million years ago, changed to a vast, dry desert 
system that smothered the old river systems over a period of less than 10 million years. 

Some of these finds are building off half-forgotten research from the 1940s and earlier. Other 
discoveries are being made in areas that have not been examined previously. Perhaps most 
startling, the vast majority of fossil-bearing rocks has yet to be scientifically examined or studied 
in any detail. Most previous work has been cursory without long-term goals in the region. Our 
work on this rich landscape has barely scratched the surface of the possibilities. 



Hand-in-hand with this flurry of discovery and the preponderance of work that remains to be 
done in the area is the vulnerability of virtually all of the known sites, along with those sure to be 
discovered. Paleontological sites within the proposed monument have been damaged by both 
inadvertent and overtly malicious means. ATV tracks have been found running over the surface 
of the most productive microfossil site from the Triassic in Utah; fragile teeth less than a 
centimeter long that have survived over 220 million years being crushed beneath the wheels of 
careless individuals. Rock shops in nearby towns sell locally-sourced fossil bone and petrified 
plants that could only have come from public lands. Some of these areas have been proposed for 
oil, gas, and uranium leases. Others, including some of the few published sites out there, have 
been suggested or offered up for sale, eliminating the possibility of future scientists testing 
previous work done in the area. The proposal that recently was put forward in Congress would in 
fact remove some existing protections from over 300 known paleontological sites currently 
managed by the Bureau of Land Management, a major step backwards in this critically 
vulnerable area and resource. 

Increased visitation has brought many more people into contact with these resources, making it 
much easier for these important and irreplaceable resources to be irreparably damaged by even 
the most well-meaning visitor. The Bureau of Land Management has only one paleontologist and 
two law enforcement officers for this rich, diverse, rugged and extensive landscape. They do a 
heroic job, but it is simply not enough. 

It is for these reasons that the undersigned paleontologists urge you to use the authority Congress 
delegated to you through the Antiquities Act to proclaim the 1.9 million acres of public land, 
including its extraordinary objects of paleontological interest, as Bears Ears National Monument. 
This action, and a recognition of the paleontological resources within the proclamation, would 
allow for greater protection and research in this incomparable region. 

We are just starting to truly understand the complexity of Earth’s history in this time and place. 
We hope that you also recognize how significant this region is for unraveling the natural history 
of our nation and how precious and vulnerable the fossil resources found in the Bears Ears area 
truly are. 

 
Most respectfully, 
[The undersigned paleontologists, in their individual capacities] 
 
 
Robert Gay 
Museums of Western Colorado, Society of Vertebrate Paleontology 
 
Hans Sues  
Society of Vertebrate Paleontology (Member and former President)  
 
Ryan Cooley 
Utah Friends of Paleontology 
 



Cliff Green  
Society of Vertebrate Paleontology; Utah Friends of Paleontology 
 
Julia McHugh  
Museums of Western Colorado 
 
Marissa Westerfield  
Society of Vertebrate Paleontology; The Clariden School 
 
Melinda Hurlbut 
Utah Friends of Paleontology; St, George Dinosaur Discovery 
 
Doug Shore  
Denver Museum of Nature and Science 
 
Dylan Dewitt  
Denver Museum of Nature and Science 
 
Edward Shelburne  
Nonvertebrate Paleontology Lab, University of Texas (Austin) 
 
Christopher Racay  
Dinosaur Journey 
 
Jason Testin  
Society of Vertebrate Paleontology 
 
Thomas Holtz  
Department of Geology, University of Maryland; Society of Vertebrate Paleontology; 
Paleontological Society of Washington 
 
Dalton Meyer  
Society of Vertebrate Paleontology 
 
Tracy Thomson 
University of California (Davis) 
 
Xavier  Jenkins  
Musuems of Western Colorado 
 
Ben Riegler  
Earth Science Club of Northern Illinois 
 
Teresa Pfister  
Earth Science Club of Northern Illinois 
 



A.B. Heckert  
Appalachian State University 
 
Taormina Lepore  
The Webb Schools; Society of Vertebrate Paleontology 
 
Ashley Hall  
Cleveland Museum of Natural History 
 
Gwen Daley  
Paleontological Society 
 
Kelli Trujillo  
Society of Vertebrate Paleontology 
 
Renee Faatz  
Geological Society of America 
 
Peter Holterhoff  
Hess Corporation; Paleontological Society; Society of Sedimentary Geology 
 
Joseph Sertich  
Denver Museum of Nature & Science 
 
Andrew Farke  
The Raymond M. Alf Museum of Paleontology 
 
Donald  DeBlieux 
Society of Vertebrate Paleontology 
 
Amy Cairn   
Utah Geological Survey 
 
Sarah Morgan 
Utah Geological Survey 
 
Maddie Morgan  
Utah Geological Survey 
 
Gabriela D’Elia  
Environmental Studies, Seattle University 
 
Katie Knutson  
Mount Holyoke College 
 
 



Nathan Van Vranken   
Society of Vertebrate Paleontology 
 
Benjamin Burger   
Utah State University 
 
Dawn Reynoso 
Society of Vertebrate Paleontology 
 
Anthony Turner  
Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County 
 
Grant Boardman   
Trivium Academy; University of New Mexico 
 
James Lehane   
Society of Vertebrate Paleontology 
 
Khai Button 
Ph.D Candidate, University of Kansas 
 
Sarah Gibson 
Ph.D Candidate, North Carolina State 
 
Brian Engh 
Professional Paleoartist 







For Immediate Release 
  
Media contact: Joyce Alexander, Crow Canyon Archaeological Center 
970-564-4363,  jalexander@crowcanyon.org.  
  

CROW CANYON ARCHAEOLOGICAL CENTER 
CALLS FOR PROTECTION FOR BEARS EARS AREA 

“The value of the Bears Ears area to both tribes and archaeologists is beyond question,” said Bill Lipe, a 
member of the Crow Canyon Archaeological Center board of trustees and a past president of the Society for 
American Archaeology. Lipe has researched the archaeology of the region for more than 50 years. “We are 
glad Secretary Jewell has come to Utah, and hope that her increased understanding of the significant 
cultural importance of Bears Ears will lead to swift action to protect the area.” 

Crow Canyon Archaeological Center’s support comes as U.S. Interior Secretary Sally Jewell, Agriculture 
Undersecretary for Natural Resources and Environment Robert Bonnie, and other high ranking Obama 
administration officials are touring the Bears Ears area this week. This tour includes a listening session on 
Saturday, July 16, in Bluff, Utah, to hear more from tribes, local residents, and other stakeholders about 
the future of the region’s public lands. 

With more than 100,000 archaeological sites, Cedar Mesa and the greater Bears Ears area is America’s most 
significant unprotected cultural landscape. It is famous for the incredible preservation of its backcountry cliff 
dwellings, numerous rock art panels and surface sites (e.g. towers, shrines, and pueblos), unique artifacts, and 
American Indian burials. 

“The archaeology community supports the tribes in asking for increased protection for the Bears Ears area,” 
stated Deborah Gangloff, president and CEO of the Crow Canyon Archaeological Center. “As we’ve seen 
at Chimney Rock and Rio Grande del Norte, national monument designations provide not only increased 
preservation, but benefits to the tribes who consider the areas sacred. Archaeologists and scientists can 
conduct additional research, and most importantly, the public is now aware of what each spectacular place 
has to offer.” 

In June 2016, more than 700 archaeologists signed a letter to President Barack Obama supporting the 
designation of a Bears Ears National Monument in southeastern Utah should Congress fail to pass 
meaningful legislation this year to protect Bears Ears.  

“Cedar Mesa and Bears Ears was a formative place in American archaeology. It holds enormous scientific 
potential to continue to inform us about American prehistory,” continued Lipe.  “Given the ongoing looting 
of the area, if we don’t do something soon, much of the archaeological record of America's ancient 
cultures may be lost forever.” 

### 

About the Crow Canyon Archaeological Center: Located just 45 miles from the proposed Bears Ears National 
Monument, the Crow Canyon Archaeological Center is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to understanding and 
teaching the rich history of the ancestral Pueblo Indians who inhabited the canyons and mesas of the Mesa Verde 
region more than 700 years ago. 



National Trust for Historic Preservation ◊ Archaeological Conservancy ◊ Friends of Cedar Mesa 
American Anthropological Association ◊ Archaeological Institute of America ◊ Archaeology Southwest 

California Preservation Foundation ◊ Colorado Plateau Archaeological Alliance ◊ Colorado Preservation, Inc. 
Crow Canyon Archaeological Center ◊ National Association of Tribal Historic Preservation Officers  

Nevada Preservation Foundation ◊ Providence Preservation Society ◊ Site Steward Foundation   
Society for American Archaeology ◊ Society for Historical Archaeology 

Utah Rock Art Research Association ◊ Washington Trust for Historic Preservation 
 
 

November 30, 2016 
 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500 
 
Dear Mr. President: 
 
We urge you to proclaim a Bears Ears National Monument this year.   
 
Bears Ears is one of the most significant cultural landscapes in the United States.  It contains more than 
100,000 cultural and archaeological sites associated with the Navajo, Ute, Hopi, and Pueblo people who 
consider this region their homeland. The 1.9 million acres of public lands south and east of Canyonlands 
National Park include Ice Age hunting camps, cliff dwellings, prehistoric villages and petroglyph and 
pictograph panels that tell the diverse stories of 12,000 years of human habitation. 
 
Despite its vast cultural significance, inadequate legal protections and insufficient funding have resulted in 
the degradation and destruction of these archaeological treasures from illegal looting, mismanaged 
recreational use, and inappropriate energy development.  The designation of this new national monument, 
including adequate funding, will provide the enhanced protections required to protect this national treasure.    
 
Several of the organizations who have signed this letter have been actively engaged in the Public Lands 
Initiative legislative process.  However, it now appears unlikely that Congress will put forth a bill that has the 
broad based bi-partisan support necessary to become law.   
 
The Antiquities Act was enacted in 1906 in order to provide protection for objects of historic and scientific 
interest from appropriation, excavation injury or destruction. Our groups represent a broad range of 
national, regional and local organizations dedicated to the preservation of cultural and archaeological 
resources.  With great enthusiasm we request that you use your authority under the Antiquities Act to protect 
this world class yet unprotected landscape by designating a Bears Ears National Monument. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Tom Cassidy, Vice President, Government Relations and Policy at 
the National Trust for Historic Preservation, at tcassidy@savingplaces.org or (202) 588-6078.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
National Trust for Historic Preservation 
American Anthropological Association 
Archaeological Conservancy 
Archaeological Institute of America 
Archaeology Southwest 
California Preservation Foundation 
Colorado Plateau Archaeological Alliance 
Colorado Preservation, Inc. 
Crow Canyon Archaeological Center 
 

Friends of Cedar Mesa 
National Association of Tribal Historic Preservation Officers 
Nevada Preservation Foundation 
Providence Preservation Society 
Site Steward Foundation 
Society for American Archaeology 
Society for Historical Archaeology 
Utah Rock Art Research Association 
Washington Trust for Historic Preservation 
 

 
 
 



OPEN LETTER FROM THE BELOW SIGNED ARCHAEOLOGISTS 
 

TO 
 

PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA 
 
 

 
Dear President Obama: 
 
As the 110th Anniversary of the Antiquities Act nears, one of America's most significant cultural 
landscapes remains unprotected. More than a century of looting, grave robbing and vandalism in 
the Cedar Mesa and Bears Ears region has insulted Native American spirituality, marred the 
scientific record, and erased American history. These crimes against both the past and the future 
continue at an alarming rate, with several dozen incidents in the last two years. Increasing 
visitation combined with a severe lack of resources for effective management and enforcement 
also create newer but no less menacing challenges to archaeology in the region. 
 
Yet so much remains to be saved, if only we take action now. The Bears Ears cultural landscape 
is full of stunning and remarkably well preserved cliff dwellings. Countless mesa-top pueblos, 
shrines and ancient roads attest to the tenacity of ancient inhabitants. Internationally important 
petroglyph and pictograph panels inspire visitors with the artistry of ancient storytellers. 
Undisturbed burials still cradle the ancestors of many regional Native American tribes. The 
preservation and density of these cultural resources rival and perhaps exceed those found within 
many nearby national parks and monuments. With more than 100,000 archaeological sites, the 
Bears Ears region is filled with exactly the kinds of “objects” the 1906 Antiquities Act was 
created to protect. 
 
As professional or avocational archaeologists, we have a particular appreciation for the cultural, 
scientific and human importance of this area. For well over 100 years, archaeological research in 
Bears Ears and specifically in Cedar Mesa area has contributed greatly to knowledge of the 
prehistoric and historic cultures of the American Southwest. With the vast majority of 
archaeological sites in Bears Ears still undocumented, respectful research can and should 
continue to inform our knowledge of the past.  
 
President Obama, please ready your pen to create a National Monument should Congress 
continue its failure to protect this internationally significant cultural landscape. By so doing you 
will preserve a landscape of immeasurable cultural and scientific value, recognize the spiritual 
significance of this place to Native American people, and create a legacy that will be cherished 
by future generations.  
 

 
 
    Sincerely, 
 

     Undersigned Professional Archaeologists 
 
 
 
 
David Abbott, AZ 
Evans Adams, CO 
Savanna Agardy, UT 
Andrew  Albosta , CO 
James Allison, UT 

Joyce Alpert, CA 
James Angerer, CO 
Peter Anick, MA 
linda Apgar, NJ 
Matthew Aspros, CO 

Kirk Astroth, AZ 
David Ayers, NM 
Kathleen Bader, AZ 
Pam & Quentin Baker, UT 
Jennifer Bannick, UT 
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Gail Barels, IA 
Barbara Barnes, CA 
John Bartlett, IN 
Timothy Baugh, OK 
Kyle Bauman, UT 
Erin Baxter, CO 
Larry Beane, AL 
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Libby Beck, WA 
Jeanne Becker, CO 
Jeffrey Begay, NM 
Benjamin Bellorado, AZ 
Angela Belt, CO 
Anthony Benevento, AZ 
Jean Berkebile, CO 
Bob Bernhart, CO 
Gina Bilwin, CA 
Lee Black, CA 
Harriet Blake, AZ 
Linda Blan, AZ 
Pablo Bobe, CA 
Mark Bond, UT 
Shannon Boomgarden, UT 
Richard Boston, CO 
Judy Botello, CA 
Stephen Bowers, CO 
Jeff Boyer, KY 
David Boyle, NM 
Michael Braitberg, CO 
kim Brandau, UT 
Robert Breunig, AZ 
Alan Brew, MN 
Barbara Brown, CO 
Gary Brown, CA 
Robert Brown, MN 
Krisann Bunora, FL 
Rachel Burger, TX 
David Burks, OR 
Jamie Burks, PA 

Jason Byrd, NM 
Laura Cannon, WY 
Suellen Carman, ID 
Diane Carpenter, UT 
John Cater, NM 
J Chadez, ID 
Tracey Chirhart , CO 
Evelyn Christian, AZ 
Jason Chuipka, CO 
Sandy Chynoweth Pagano, 
UT 
Joyce Clarke, AZ 
Gregory Cleveland, WA 
Robert Colson, TN 
Patrick Colvin, NM 
Carol Condie, NM 
Clayton Cook, CA 
Sloane  Cook, CA 
Katharine Corneli, VA 
Michael Cote, NY 
Helen Crotty, NM 
Robert Cruz, AZ 
Natalie Cunningham, OH 
Diane Curewitz, WA 
David Cusack, MI 
Cody Dalpra, OK 
Dale Davidson, CO 
Pete Davis, CO 
William Davis, UT 
Lydia De Haven, CO 
Emily Dean, UT 
William Doelle, AZ 
Steven Dominguez, UT 
Christopher Dore, AZ 
Susanna Dougherty, CO 
Kathleen Doyle, CO 
Sharon Dubose, AZ 
Ryan Dudgeon, NM 
DJ Duerr, WY 

Shaye Dumas, UT 
Robert  Dundas , CO 
James Dykman, UT 
Emily Dylla, TX 
Marietta Eaton, CO 
David  Eckert, AZ 
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Jessica  Elrod, AZ 
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Nancy Evans, CO 
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Richard Feit, CO 
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T. J. Ferguson, AZ 
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Susan Fischer, CO 
Victor Fisher, MD 
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Lisa Frankel, CA 
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Richard French, MA 
Karen J Frisby, CA 
Noreen Fritz, UT 
Dale Frost, TX 
Dody Fugate, NM 
Larry Furo, MN 
Marc Gaede, CA 
Joel Gamache , CO 
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Douglas Gann, AZ 
Claude Garcia, FL 
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WA 
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Stephen Lekson, CO 
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Bill Lipe, WA 
Emily  Long, CO 
Kirsten Lopez, OR 
Carol Lorenz, CO 
Michael Lorusso, CO 
Paula  Lozar, NM 
Lonnie Ludeman, NM 
Catherine Lutes, CA 
Mark Luttrell, AK 
Robin Lyle, CO 
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Joanne Ma, MN 
Jill  Mackin, MT 
Jessica MacLellan, MA 
Kimberly MacLoud, NM 
Margaret MacMinn-Barton, 
AZ 
Tim MacSweeney, CT 
Susan Madden, UT 
Jennifer Lavris Makovics, 
CA 
Robert Mark, AZ 
Curtis Martin, CO 
Ellen Martin, AZ 
Michele Martin, NM 
Jason Martineau, UT 
Deanna Martinez, NM 
Joan Mathien, NM 
RG Matson, BC 
Matt Mattes, MT 
Tim Maxwell, NM 
Diane McBride, CO 
Robert McBride, CO 
Raylene McCalman, CO 
Debbie McCarthy, Me 
Randall McGuire, NY 
Peter McKenna, NM 
Rosalind McKevitt, NY 
Greg McKulick, CO 
Leley McPeck, UT 
Raymond McPeek, UT 
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Kye Miller, NM 
Timothy Miller, UT 
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Barbara Montgomery, AZ 
Kate Moreland, CO 
Sarah Morgan, NM 
Stephen Morrison, UT 
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Diana Moxley, AR 
Krystina Mucha, AZ 
James Neely, TX 
Dougas Newton, AZ 
Amanda Nichols, UT 
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Dave Palmer, AZ 
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Carol Patterson, CO 
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Dottie Peacock, CO 
Madison Pearce, UT 
Stephen Perkins, OK 
Bruce Perry, UT 
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Ann Phillips, CO 
David Phillips, CO 
Linda Pierce, AZ 
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Mary Piper, NM 
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Hal Rager, CO 
Carol  Raish, NM 
John Rapp, AZ 
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Pete Reilly, AZ 
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Christopher Roos, TX 
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Yana  Ross, CA 
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Rachel Rovine , IL 
Runy Runge, CA 
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Marcie Ryan, CO 
Marcie Ryan, CO 
Chantel Saban, OR 
Ann Samuelson, AZ 
Janice Savage , CA 
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Laurie Webster, CO 
Stephanie Welch, AZ 
Kate  West, NY 
Sebastian Wetherbee, CO 
Gina Wetzel, MA 
Elizabeth White, CO 
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Robert Workman, UT 
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Tom Wright, AZ 
Kathy Wullstein, OK 
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Andy Yentsch, UT 
Liz Young, UT 
Stefan Zachary, WI 
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management of proposed wilderness areas, national conservation

areas, special management areas, and recreation zones. The PLI

would also grant management of more than 1,000 miles of public

roads to the State of Utah, and give the state the authority to

approve energy development on federal lands in eastern Utah.

Given the value of this special landscape, combined with current

and acute threats to its integrity, we feel that the Bears Ears Inter-

Tribal Coalition’s proposal to create a collaboratively-managed

national monument that respects and celebrates the traditional and

ancestral ties of Native American people to these lands – while

protecting the landscape for all Americans – is the most viable path

forward.

There are many reasons to protect the Bears Ears, but we in the

outdoor industry best understand the value of this area for

recreation and respectful adventure. We acknowledge that the Bears

Ears region – with more than 100,000 archaeological sites – is

America’s most significant unprotected cultural landscape, and that

recreation on these sacred lands must be enjoyed respectfully. With

engagement from the Native American community and recreation

interests, we can ensure that important outdoor recreation

opportunities like climbing in Indian Creek, paddling the San Juan

River, and backpacking in Grand Gulch are preserved.

The proposed Bears Ears National Monument – conceived by a

historic consortium of sovereign tribal nations and backed by a

diverse group of stakeholders – would honor the area’s rich cultural

history and preserve its many outdoor recreation amenities. We

support your use of the Antiquities Act to secure a national

monument designation for Bears Ears this year.

Sincerely,

►2008

►2007

►2006



12/27/16, 9:34 PMLetter to the President: #ProtectBearsEarsNow - The Conservation AllianceThe Conservation Alliance

Page 3 of 6http://www.conservationalliance.com/letter-president-protectbearsearsnow/



12/27/16, 9:34 PMLetter to the President: #ProtectBearsEarsNow - The Conservation AllianceThe Conservation Alliance

Page 4 of 6http://www.conservationalliance.com/letter-president-protectbearsearsnow/



12/27/16, 9:34 PMLetter to the President: #ProtectBearsEarsNow - The Conservation AllianceThe Conservation Alliance

Page 5 of 6http://www.conservationalliance.com/letter-president-protectbearsearsnow/

One Response



December 7, 2016 
 
President Barack Obama 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington D.C. 20500 
 
Dear President Obama,  
 
We are writing to encourage you to proclaim a 1.9 million acre Bears Ears National Monument 
with meaningful co-management authority for the Native American Tribes who claim this area as 
their ancestral homelands. 
 
The Tribes say that creating a Bears Ears National Monument will bring healing – for the land, 
for our shared history, for people everywhere. 
 
As people who work in the fields of health and well-being, we agree, and we believe the benefits 
will be multiple and widespread. 
 
First of all, there are the very real psychological benefits from taking an action that addresses 
the traumatic historical disenfranchisement of Native Americans.  This kind of healing is 
fundamental to the well-being of all Americans and our ability to live and work together in 
community.  In addition, a growing body of research shows that time spent in the kind of 
undisturbed natural settings offered by the Bears Ears area fosters emotional health in general, 
decreasing anxiety, reducing physiological response to stress, and dramatically enhancing 
concentration, creativity and problem-solving skills.  A Bears Ears National Monument would 
also offer a healing sanctuary for people who have suffered trauma or emotional challenge, 
such as our veterans and challenged youth. 
 
Protecting a 1.9 million acre Bears Ear monument is also important for our environmental 
health.  Scientists tell us that protecting large landscape scale areas in their natural state is 
essential to addressing global warming and mitigating the impacts of climate change.  In 
addition, large natural areas protect reservoirs of clean air and water, providing significant 
health benefits that reach far beyond their borders. 
 
Finally, the superlative recreational opportunities offered by the Bears Ears area – such as 
hiking, rafting, biking, climbing – provide very real inspiration for people to discover the joy of 
being physically active.  Americans’ increasingly sedentary lifestyles are a serious public health 
issue, contributing to rising levels of heart disease, obesity, and diabetes and their associated 
costs.  Motivating people to get outside and be active is critical to our public health. 
 
A 1.9 million acre Bears Ears national monument is warranted to protect the area’s 
extraordinary and irreplaceable ancient artifacts, as well as to preserve a living cultural 
landscape of exquisite beauty.  Protecting the area would also generate significant benefits for 
the emotional, environmental and physical health and well-being of all Americans.  We hope you 
will act soon to protect Bears Ears. 
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Ivins, Utah 
 



 
Wells Shoemaker MD   
Aptos, California  
 
 
Deborah Austin  
RN, CCRN    
Torrance, California  
 
 
Solveig A. Thompson 
Registered Nurse  
Tehachapi, California 
 
 
Anne Marie Novinger 
RN, Biologist 
Tehachapi, California 
 
 
Susie Schlesinger 
Certified Massage Therapist  
Petaluma, California  
 
 
Christine Sublet 
M.A., CISSP, CIPT, CRISC, CGEIT 
Sublett Consulting, LLC 
San Mateo, California  
 
 
Ruth Ryan 
RN, BSN  
Greenbrae, California  
 
 
Annie Mesa, RN   
Mt Shasta, California 
 
 
Mike Sullivan 
Physical Therapist 
San Diego, California 
 
 
Matt Evans, MD 
Salem, Oregon  
 
 
 
 

Joseph V Brazie 
MD, Pediatrician 
Cottage Grove, Oregon 
 
 
Charles Bowden  
RN, CCRN 
Portland, Oregon  
 
 
Kathryn Conway 
BSN RN CCRN 
Portland, Oregon  
 
 
John D Harley, MD 
Emeritus Professor of Radiology 
Seattle, Washington 
 
 
Michael Weh, DVM, DACVS 
Veterinary Surgeon 
Seattle, Washington  
 
 
Shelley Agricola, MD 
Bellevue, Washington  
 
 
Brian C. Riedesel,  
Ph.D., B.C.E.T.S.  
Bainbridge Island, Washington 
 
 
Frances Hogan, MD 
Vashon, Washington  
 
 
Kasey Johnson 
Medical Student 
Pacific Northwest University of Health 
Sciences 
Yakima, Washington 
 
 
Julie Hammack 
Licensed Clinical Social Worker 
Boise, Idaho   
 
 
 



Jessica Harrington 
RN, BSN 
Grand Junction, Colorado 
 
 
Susan J. Cushman, M.D.,  
OB/GYN Physician  
Grand Junction, Colorado 
 
 
Ray Miller 
Wilderness Rescue and Outdoor 
Emergency Care 
Grand Lake, Colorado 
 
 
Jonette R. Bronson, Ph.D. 
Clinical Psychologist 
Telluride, Colorado 
 
 
Susan Graham, M.D. 
Southwest Emergency Physicians 
Durango, CO 
 
 
Adam Clark 
Registered Nurse 
Denver, Colorado 
 
 
Reb Babcock 
Director of Finance and Information 
Technology 
Healthcare Reimbursement Services, Inc. 
Buena Vista, Colorado  
 
 
Natalie Franciose 
Traditional Chinese Medicine practitioner 
Licensed Acupuncturist and Herbalist 
Denver, Colorado 
 
 
Richard S. Riger 
Paramedic 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 
 
 
Jon Spar, MD 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 

Beverly Garrett 
LPCC NCC 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 
 
 
Geniel Parson 
RN, BSN 
Albuquerque, New Mexico  
 
 
Whitny Schluter 
Certified Nurse Practitioner  
Albuquerque, New Mexico 
 
 
Johanna Byrd, MD 
Physician in Obstetrics & Gynecology 
Albuquerque, New Mexico   
 
 
Andrew Hsi, MD, MPH 
Albuquerque, New Mexico  
 
 
Elizabeth TopSky, MD 
Rio Rancho, New Mexico  
 
 
Brandy Price 
Registered Nurse 
Raton, New Mexico 
 
 
Donna Ting, MD MPH 
Shiprock, New Mexico 
 
 
Yvette Brown, MD 
Phoenix, Arizona 
 
 
Edward Kauffman, MD 
Sedona, Arizona  
 
 
John S. Schechter, MD 
Pediatrician 
Bloomington, Indiana 
 
 
 



Valerie Smith 
Licensed Practical Nurse 
Gurnee, Illinois 
 
 
Nancy Riesbeck 
Licensed Physical Therapist 
Palos Heights, Illinois 
 
 
Anthony L. Mehle, MD 
Canfield, Ohio 
 
 
Robbin Clark RN 
Delphos, Ohio 
 
 
Brendan R. Hurst, LCSW, LISW-S 
Oncology Social Worker 
Columbus, Ohio  
 
 
Karen Niehaus, MD 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
 
 
Nancy H Morris, PA-C  
Traverse City, Michigan 
 
 
Diane Dengate 
BSN, RNC-OB 
Ferndale, Michigan  
 
 
Nan DeVries 
RN, FNP, Massage Therapist 
Mountain View, Arkansas  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gordon Messling  
Massage Therapist     
Jasper, Arkansas  
 
 
Martin Albert MD 
Charlottesville, Virginia  
 
 
Larissa Beyerlein, MD 
Pediatric Emergency Medicine Physician 
MLarissa Beyerlein, Maryland  
 
 
Claire Stoltzfus 
RN, BSN, CCRN 
Washington, DC  
 
 
Wayne Shields,  
President and CEO  
Association of Reproductive Health 
Professionals of Washington DC 
Washington DC 
 
 
P. Lynn Wakefield, M.D. 
Psychiatrist 
St. Louis, Missouri   
 
 
Marcia Baile 
Social Worker 
Dunedin, Florida 
 
 
Marcia Hoodwin 
Speech Pathologist  
Sarasota, Florida  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



President Barack Obama 

The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, DC 20500 
 

CC:  
Secretary Sally Jewell 

Department of the Interior 
 
Director Neil Kornze 
Bureau of Land Management 
 
Secretary Tom Vilsack 
Department of Agriculture 
 

Undersecretary for Resources and Environment Robert Bonnie 

Department of Agriculture  
 

Chief for the US Forest Service Tom Tidwell 
Department of Agriculture  
 
Managing Director Christy Goldfuss 
Council on Environmental Quality 
 
July 14, 2016 
 
Dear President Obama,  
 

As leaders of major faith communities in the United States, we affirm the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal 
coalition’s proposal for a Bears Ears National Monument in southeast Utah. 

 
The Bears Ears National Monument proposal is historic because it is being led by five tribes that have 

unified for the cause of protecting their shared heritage: the Hopi Tribe, the Navajo Nation, the Ute 
Mountain Ute Tribe, the Pueblo of Zuni, and the Ute Indian Tribe. Twenty-six tribes have expressed 
support for the proposal.  
 
The Bears Ears region has more than 100,000 archaeological sites across 1.9 million acres. This area has 

more archeological sites than Utah’s Mighty Five National Parks combined. Petroglyphs, burial sites, 
and ancient cliff dwellings are valuable parts of our collective history. These antiquities are under 

imminent threat from continuing grave-robbing, vandalism, careless visitation and a lack of 
management resources. In fact, in the first four months of 2016, there have been five reported serious 

incidents of cultural resource damage. This reckless erasing of history, as well as the desecration of 
sacred places, must stop. 

 



Native American traditional wisdom about stewardship of God’s creation has too often been 

dismissed. This attitude has not only contributed to centuries of physical, cultural, and spiritual 
violence toward Native Americans; it has also been a detriment to everyone. We all depend on the 

integrity of God’s creation. The tribes leading the Bears Ears national monument proposal have 
experience living sustainably on the land since time immemorial, and traditional knowledge related to 

Bears Ears is irreplaceable. Now, the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition is offering the United States a 
true gift: a national monument which will help our nation to learn from them.  

 
As religious communities, we are on a journey towards racial justice and reconciliation, as well as 
healing the relationships among land and people.  A Bears Ears National Monument would be a 
profoundly meaningful place for our communities to participate in the healing process. Please use the 
Antiquities Act of 1906 to designate the Bears Ears region as a national monument. 
 
In hope, 
Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 

Presiding Bishop 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America           
Chicago, IL 

 
Bishop George E. Battle 
Senior Bishop 
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church 
Charlotte, NC 
 
Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins   Rev. Carol Devine 
General Minister and President  Minister of Green Chalice 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)  Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
Indianapolis, IN     Nicholasville, KY 

 
Rev. Dr. John C. Dorhauer    Rev. Dr. Traci Blackmon 

General Minister and President  Director of Justice and Witness Ministries 
United Church of Christ   United Church of Christ 

Cleveland, OH     St. Louis, MO 
 
The Reverend Gradye Parsons 
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

Louisville, KY 
 

Rev. Dr. Susan Henry-Crowe  
General Secretary of the General Board of Church and Society 

United Methodist Church 
Washington, DC 

 



Bishop Francis Krebs 

Presiding Bishop 
Ecumenical Catholic Communion 

St. Louis, MO 
 

Sister Simone Campbell, SSS 
Executive Director  

NETWORK Lobby for Catholic Social Justice 
Washington, DC 
 
Sr. Margaret Magee, OSF 
President 
Franciscan Action Network 
Washington, DC 
 

Nathan Hosler 

Director, Office of Public Witness 
Church of the Brethren 

Washington, DC 
 
Rev. Dr. Ian Mevorach  
Co-Coordinator 
American Baptist Creation Justice Network 
Natick, MA 
 
Rev. Dr. Genny Rowley 
Eco-Justice Community Chair, Alliance of Baptists  
Board Chair, Utah Interfaith Power and Light 

Salt Lake City, Utah 
 

Shantha Ready Alonso 
Executive Director 

Creation Justice Ministries 
Washington, DC 
 
The Episcopal Church  



JOINT RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE DESIGNATION OF 
THE BEARS EARS NATIONAL MONUMENT BY: 

 
THE UNITED ASSOCIATION OF JOURNEYMEN AND APPRENTICES OF THE 

PLUMBING AND PIPE FITTING INDUSTRY OF THE UNITED STATES AND 
CANADA 

(UA) 
 

THE UNITED ASSOCIATION OF PLUMBERS AND PIPEFITTERS LOCAL 140 
(UA LOCAL 140) 

 
THE UNITED ASSOCIATION  OF SPRINKLER FITTERS LOCAL 669 

(UA LOCAL 669) 
 

THE UNITED ASSOCIATION OF PIPELINERS LOCAL 798 
(UA LOCAL 798) 

 
 
WHEREAS, the UA and UA Locals 140, 669, and 798 recognize the historic and ongoing 
cultural ties to the lands, animals, plants, and resources of San Juan County, Utah by Native 
American people; and 

 
WHEREAS, the proposed Bears Ears National Monument is the ancestral home of many 
Southwestern Native American Tribes; and 

 
WHEREAS, the proposed Bears Ears National Monument contains an intricately rich ecological 
system, on which many Tribes depend to sustain their traditional livelihoods and cultural practices; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, many members of Native American tribes with cultural ties to the proposed Bears Ears 
National Monument area, including those that are members of the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition, 
are represented through membership in the United Association and its Local Unions; and 

 
WHEREAS, an essential aspect of the proposed Monument's management priority values are to 
protect archaeological, wildlife, natural and scenic resources to ensure their ongoing and sustainable 
use; and 

 
WHEREAS, Native Americans have unique and important cultural and historical ties to the 
proposed Monument's land, wildlife and other natural resources; and 

 
WHEREAS, these areas are under constant threat of cultural vandalism, looting of Native cultural 
sites, indiscriminate damage to areas sacred to Native peoples, and development that negatively 
impacts land of historic and cultural importance to Native traditional practices; and 

 
WHEREAS, in order to protect against these threats and preserve these lands as a cultural and 
ecological treasure for all Americans, formal protection as a National Monument is required; 



NOW THEREFORE IT IS RESOLVED, that the UA and UA Locals 140, 669, and 798 hereby 
join in supporting the designation of the Bears Ears landscape as a National Monument, respecting 
the will and the values of Native peoples whose identities, histories, cultures and futures are tied to 
these lands; and 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the UA and UA Locals 140, 669, and 798join in supporting 
the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition in urging President Obama to use his powers under the 
Antiquities Act to designate the Bears Ears National Monument and provide pennanent protection 
for these lands. 

The foregoing Resolution was duly adopted this 1st day of July, 2016. 



 
May 26, 2016 

The Honorable Barack Obama 
President of the United States of America 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500 
 
Dear President Barack Obama: 
 
We, the undersigned members of Vet Voice Foundation (VVF), support protecting Bears Ears as 
a National Monument. The designation of this critical landscape would protect 1.9 million acres 
of public lands, preserving more than 100,000 Native American cultural sites while also 
providing incredible recreation opportunities for visitors and important habitat for iconic 
American wildlife.  
 
This letter also supports the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition, a partnership of five sovereign 
Indian nations urging you, Mr. President, to take similar action.  From the Code Talkers of World 
War II to the 42,000 tribal members who served in Vietnam, Native Americans have been a 
foundation of the US Military fighting force.  
 
For decades Native Americans have been calling for the protection of the Bears Ears region. 
This historically and culturally significant landscape is threatened and has suffered rampant 
looting, grave robbing, and destruction of historic villages, structures and rock art – all due to 
the lack of protection.  
 
As a military veterans, we have not forgotten the oath we swore to sacrifice ourselves to 
defend the lands we love. The commitment we feel from our service to defend the American 
way of life extends to the public lands that belong to all American citizens.  
 
Protected open spaces are also important to veterans reintegrating to civilian life. Research 
shows the solace of a personal experience in the outdoors has huge healing contributions to 
even the most severe mental health conditions. Our national public lands are also a place 
where veterans repair and renew bonds with family and friends after long deployments.  



 
In the absence of leadership by state leaders and the US Congress, your administration has the 
opportunity, and the authority, to set in place permanent protection measures for this historic 
region.  
 
As your final year in office winds down, there is still work to be done to protect America’s last 
great wildlands, places of important cultural and historical significance, and places veterans use 
to heal from the trauma of war. Proclaiming Bears Ears as a National Monument would honor 
the ancestral and contemporary Native American connections to this sacred region of 
southeastern Utah and also ensure that world class recreation opportunities continue to be 
accessible.  
 
As veterans we served to protect our nation’s citizens, values and lands. Native Americans 
volunteer in the Armed Forces more than any other U.S. demographic to defend this great 
country. We have the opportunity to continue that oath and ensure that future generations are 
provided the chance to learn, explore, recreate, nurture and heal in a cherished piece of 
American history. Please designate Bears Ears as a National Monument. 

Sincerely, 

THE UNDERSIGNED: 

 
Jim Albee  
Logan, UT 84321 
 
Jim Blackburn  
Salt Lake City, UT 84121 
 
Andrew Bloebaum  
Salt Lake City, UT 84116 
 
Barry Bonifas  
Salt Lake City, UT 84111 
 
Bill Bradbury  
Smithfield, UT 84335 
 
Patrick Cassity  
Park City, UT 84068 
 

 
Timothy Cowdrick  
Salt Lake City, UT 84124 
 
Mike Eberlein  
Park City, UT 84060 
 
Dan Felsen  
Midvale, UT 84047 
 
Michael Glenn  
Lindon, UT 84042 
 
George Hatsis  
Saint George, UT 84770 
 
Jean Hawrylo  
Brigham City, UT 84302 
  



Les Hudelson  
Saint George, UT 84770 
 
Gary Hull  
Ogden, UT 84405 
 
Mark Hurst  
Sandy, UT 84070 
 
Jared Illum  
Salt Lake City, UT 84106 
 
Jay Jensen  
Ogden, UT 84401 
 
Andrew Kramer  
Ivins, UT 84738 
 
Henry  Miles  
Orem, UT 84097 
 
Willy Miller  
Ogden, UT 84403 
 
Meryl Rogers  
Salt Lake City, UT 84117 
 
Lesele Rose  
Salt Lake City, UT 84107 
 
Jim Rossetti  
Murray, UT 84157 
 
Peter Sadoski  
Logan, UT 84321 
 
Michael Salamacha  
Kanab, UT 84741 
 
William Smart  
Hurricane, UT 84737 
 
Thomas Smith  
Woods Cross, UT 84087 

Ron W. Smith  
Providence, UT 84332 
 
Richard Waldo  
Ogden, UT 84405 
 
John Wayman  
Logan, UT 84321 
 
Pat White  
Ogden, UT 84403 
 
Grant Wilson  
West Valley, UT 84120 
 
Darrell Darell  
Salt Lake City, UT 84107 
 
Steve Thurgood  
Hooper, UT 84315 
 
Wyne Y. Hoskisson 
Moab, UT 84532 
 
Harley Armentrout  
Chino Valley, AZ 86323 
 
Sondra Atkinson  
Phoenix, AZ 85086 
 
Ted Bahn  
Tucson, AZ 85710 
 
Ronald Bechtel  
Green Valley, AZ 85614 
 
David Black  
Tucson, AZ 85719 
 
Daniel Bradlin  
Apache Junction, AZ 85120 
 
David Breed  
Tucson, AZ 85742 



Stephen Brittle  
Phoenix, AZ 85051 
 
Alanna Brook  
Phoenix, AZ 85006 
 
Edward Brown  
Phoenix, AZ 85004 
 
Tom Bullington  
Tucson, AZ 85745 
 
James Burton  
Glendale, AZ 85306 
 
William Chopak  
Oracle, AZ 85623 
 
Carlton Clark  
Tucson, AZ 85749 
 
Caroline Deegan  
Cave Creek, AZ 85331 
 
Nick Evans  
San Tan Valley, AZ 85143 
 
Dave Ewoldt  
Tucson, AZ 85711 
 
Thomas Foster  
Saint David, AZ 85630 
 
Frank Gabelman  
Tucson, AZ 85735 
 
John Gibson  
Peoria, AZ 85345 
 
Paul Godsey  
Tucson, AZ 85730 
 
Jean Goetinck  
Tucson, AZ 85746 

Donald Gorney  
Tucson, AZ 85739 
 
Lewis Green  
Scottsdale, AZ 85253 
 
Jerry Greenberg  
Chandler, AZ 85226 
 
Terry Greene Harvey  
Green Valley, AZ 85622 
 
Thomas Halstead  
Prescott, AZ 86303 
 
Glenn Hamberg  
Florence, AZ 85132 
 
Daniel Herrera  
Gadsden, AZ 85336 
 
Rona Homer  
Scottsdale, AZ 85255 
 
David Hosea  
Green Valley, AZ 85614 
 
Marilyn Hosea  
Green Valley, AZ 85614 
 
Roy Hyder  
Phoenix, AZ 85023 
 
Michael Kuntzelman  
Marana, AZ 85653 
 
Cal Lash  
Glendale, AZ 85304 
 
Edgar Lopez  
Avondale, AZ 85323 
 
Charles McDonald  
Tucson, AZ 85750 



Dan Mcdonnell  
Phoenix, AZ 85029 
 
Norman Mearns  
Prescott, AZ 86305 
 
Kurt Ohm  
Prescott, AZ 86301 
 
Barry Osterlitz  
Phoenix, AZ 85029 
 
Tim Owens  
Tucson, AZ 85712 
 
Juan Perez-Otero  
Tucson, AZ 85711 
 
James Pierce  
Green Valley, AZ 85614 
 
Kathryn Richardson  
Eagar, AZ 85925 
 
Richard Riley  
Sierra Vista, AZ 85635 
 
Bryan Ruth  
Scottsdale, AZ 85260 
 
Wil Schaefer  
Tucson, AZ 85704 
 
John Schempf  
Apache Junction, AZ 85119 
 
Stewart Schrauger  
Prescott Valley, AZ 86314 
 
Philip Shook  
Tempe, AZ 85281 
 
Richard Skinner  
Tucson, AZ 85705 

Preston Smith  
Dewey, AZ 86327 
 
Marvel Stalcup  
Sedona, AZ 86351 
 
Karen Stoutmeyer  
Sun City West, AZ 85375 
 
Dave Swihart  
Chandler, AZ 85225 
 
Tobey Thatcher  
Sahuarita, AZ 85629 
 
James Wilson  
Peoria, AZ 85383 
 
Dewayne Wilson  
Yuma, AZ 85367 
 
Wayne Andrews  
Castle Rock, CO 80104 
 
Douglas Arndt  
Colorado Springs, CO 80921 
 
William Bacher  
Greeley, CO 80634 
 
George Bacon  
Cedaredge, CO 81413 
 
Virginia Baksa  
Lafayette, CO 80026 
 
JJ Barrera  
Colorado Springs, CO 80901 
 
Vernon Batty  
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147 
 
John Beach  
Greeley, CO 80631 



Jim Beckenhaupt  
Colorado Springs, CO 80903 
 
Michael Berry  
Durango, CO 81301 
 
Christine Boisse  
Colorado Springs, CO 80906 
 
Jim Bolen  
Durango, CO 81301 
 
Lloyd Burton  
Denver, CO 80220 
 
Ken Calkins  
Greeley, CO 80634 
 
David Cantrell  
Fort Collins, CO 80521 
 
Jane Clevenger  
Loveland, CO 80537 
 
Norvelle Couch  
Parker, CO 80134 
 
Kim Croft  
Colorado Springs, CO 80907 
 
Lawrence Crowley  
Louisville, CO 80027 
 
William Cutts  
Colorado Springs CO 80910 
 
Bernie Dahlen  
Evergreen, CO 80439 
 
Jim Darby  
Longmont, CO 80501 
 
Janver Derrington  
Grand Junction, CO 81504 

Joanne Dixon  
Colorado Springs, CO 80911 
 
Linda Drescher  
Golden, CO 80401 
 
Valerie Etter  
Clifton, CO 81520 
 
Steve Evans  
Denver, CO 80239 
 
Richard Fleck  
Denver, CO 80209 
 
Charles Fletcher  
Denver, CO 80206 
 
Wayne Flick  
Cimarron, CO 81220 
 
Joe Floyd  
Denver, CO 80205 
 
Larry Forrest  
Denver, CO 80228 
 
Leroy Frankel  
Longmont, CO 80501 
 
Thomas Paul Frazier  
Denver, CO 80233 
 
Frank Fullerton  
Aurora, CO 80013 
 
Allen Fuqua  
Denver, CO 80221 
 
Terry Gomoll  
Windsor, CO 80528 
 
Dale Goodin  
Denver, CO 80227 



Gary Granat  
Palisade, CO 81526 
 
Rick Hall  
Loveland, CO 80538 
 
Ronald Harden  
Loveland, CO 80538 
 
Jim Harris  
Littleton, CO 80120 
 
Bill Hatcher  
Littleton, CO 80124 
 
Thomas Heidger  
Montrose, CO 81401 
 
Eric Hughes  
Castle Rock, CO 80104 
 
Thomas Hutton  
Clifton, CO 81520 
 
Patrick Jacobs  
Longmont, CO 80501 
 
Roy Jellison  
Aurora, CO 80010 
 
Mark Johannsen  
Dolores, CO 81323 
 
Parvin Johnson  
Crestone, CO 81131 
 
William Judge  
Durango, CO 81301 
 
Bob Justis  
Telluride, CO 81435 
 
Joel Kaplan  
Loveland, CO 80538 

Jane Anne Karl  
Evergreen, CO 80439 
 
Larry Kimball  
Cotopaxi, CO 81223 
 
Curtis Konkel  
Grand Junction, CO 81507 
 
Robert Lajeunesse  
Denver, CO 80221 
 
Lisa Jo Laptad  
Colorado Springs, CO 80910 
 
Margaaret Latourrette  
Denver, CO 80224 
 
Edward  Laurson  
Denver, CO  80235 
 
Al Lesser  
Lakewood, CO 80215 
 
Lloyd Lewis  
Colorado Springs, CO 80920 
 
Theodore Link  
Littleton, CO  80130 
 
Wilbur Little  
Denver CO 80231 
 
John Lundgren  
Boulder, CO  80303 
 
Tom Lutes  
Bayfield, CO 81122 
 
JD MacFarlane  
Denver, CO 80207 
 
Greg Marsh  
Arvada, CO 80004 



Donald Martinez  
Colorado Springs, CO 80906 
 
Michael Mation  
Denver, CO 80212 
 
Jordan McCaffrey  
Boulder, CO 80304 
 
Judy McDonald  
Victor, CO 80860 
 
Larry McLaughlin  
Aurora, CO 80016 
 
John Mitchell  
Cedaredge, CO 81413 
 
Mark Modine  
Morrison, CO 80465 
 
Richard Montoya  
Windsor, CO 80550 
 
James Murray  
Louisville, CO 80027 
 
Nicole Navratil  
Arvada, CO 80002 
 
Murray Neill  
Evergreen, CO 80439 
 
Todd Olk  
Littleton, CO 80122 
 
Richard Plambeck  
Lafayette, CO 80026 
 
David Potocnik  
Colorado Springs, CO 80902 
 
Jeanne Puerta  
Denver, CO 80227 

Laura Ramirez  
Golden, CO 80401 
 
Garett Reppenhagen  
Jefferson, CO 80456 
 
Paul Ries 
Granby, CO 80446 
 
Don Savage  
Walsenburg, CO 81089 
 
Ben Schrader  
Fort Collins, CO 80524 
 
David Schroeder  
New Castle, CO 81647 
 
Liter Spence  
Cortez, CO 81321 
 
John Stutts  
Erie, CO 80516 
 
John Sulak  
Denver, CO 80202 
 
Diane Swanson  
Aurora, CO 80017 
 
Samuel Taylor  
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033 
 
Don Thompson  
Alamosa, CO 81101 
 
Kevin Tong  
Golden, CO 80401 
 
Robert F. Tschiemer   
Aurora, CO 80013 
 
Frank Turner  
Pueblo, CO 81007 



David Vigil  
Walsenburg, CO 81089 
 
Wayne Wathen  
Littleton, CO 80130 
 
Lynn Welch  
Monument, CO 80132 
 
Mike Winget  
Denver, CO 80229 
 
David Winsett  
Boulder, CO 80303 
 
Robert Wise  
Eaton, CO 80615 
 
John Crandall  
Colorado Springs, CO 80903 
 
Phillip Bateman  
Ranchos de Taos, NM 87557 
 
Samuel  Bensonhaver  
Albuquerque, NM 87122 
 
Patrick  Berry  
Albuquerque, NM 87112 
 
Barbara Bilbo  
Fort Stanton, NM 88323 
 
Philip Ciaffa  
Santa Fe, NM 87508 
 
Charles Denk  
Albuquerque, NM 87102 
 
Kenf Duerre  
Los Alamos, NM 87544 
 
Donald Evans  
Albuquerque, NM 87111 

Arnold Farley  
Corrales, NM 87048 
 
Frank Fisher  
Rio Rancho, NM 87124 
 
Robert Fralick  
Albuquerque, NM 87123 
 
Glenn Gill  
Carson, NM 87517 
 
Jan Gloyd  
Rio Rancho, NM 87124 
 
Amanda Graham  
Albuquerque, NM 87108 
 
Chilton Gregory  
Albuquerque, NM 87106 
 
Elaine Gross  
Albuquerque, NM 87187 
 
Richard Gutierrez  
Santa Fe, NM 87507 
 
Alexander Hale  
Santa Fe, NM 87508 
 
Bob Hayes  
Socorro, NM 87801 
 
Dick Hogle  
Española, NM 87532 
 
Michelle James  
Albuquerque, NM 87111 
 
Carol Kain  
Albuquerque, NM 87110 
 
Shirley Kane  
Corrales, NM 87048 



 
Lyman Kellstedt  
Santa Fe, NM 87507 
 
Marianne Lappin  
Las Cruces, NM 88011 
 
Benjamin Luchini  
Las Cruces, NM 88011 
 
Paul Lusk  
Albuquerque, NM 87105 
 
Bruce MacKay  
Albuquerque, NM 87102 
 
George Maloof  
Santa Fe, NM 87508 
 
Pepper Marts  
Albuquerque, NM 87104 
 
Kenneth Mayers  
Santa Fe, NM 87508 
 
Donald Morgan  
Los Lunas, NM 87031 
 
Alfred Mosacarella  
El Prado, NM 87529 
 
Earl Nissen  
Las Cruces, NM 88005 
 
Peter Ossorio  
Las Cruces, NM 88005 

 
Reece Parker  
Albuquerque, NM 87123 
 
John Roche  
Edgewood, NM 87015 
 
Robert Rosas  
Albuquerque, NM 87108 
 
Howard Sapon  
Albuquerque, NM 87111 
 
John Slattery  
Santa Fe, NM 87507 
 
Alicia Spurlock  
Albuquerque, NM 87112 
 
Robert J Sunde, Jr.  
Rio Rancho, NM 87124 
 
John Turnbull  
Santa Fe, NM 87508 
 
Lee Valentine  
Santa Fe, NM 87507 
 
Peter Voris  
Las Cruces, NM 88007 
 
Clark Walding  
Cerrillos, NM 87010 
 
Robert Wells  
Roswell, NM 88201 

 
 
 
CC: The Honorable Sally Jewell, Secretary of the Interior  
CC: The Honorable Tom Vilsack, Secretary of Agriculture  
CC: Christy Goldfuss, Managing Director, White House Council on Environmental Quality 
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Photo supplied/Jeff Clay

Michael Cumming, founder of Operation Climb On, in Short Canyon in Bears Ears.

MICHAEL CUMMING, Guest Columnist

Obama should listen to Native Americans
to preserve Bears Ears

MONDAY , MAY 16, 2016 - 1:45 PM

The five Native American tribes calling on President Obama to protect 1.9 million acres of
their ancestral homelands as the Bears Ears National Monument say that it will bring healing
to the land, plants, animals and to the collective human spirit.
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As the founder of Operation Climb On (https://www.facebook.com/operationclimbon/), a
therapeutic climbing program for veterans, I can testify firsthand about the healing power of
Bears Ears.

I served almost twelve years as a military infantryman, including a couple of
combat deployments to Iraq. When I left active duty, I faced a lot of the issues other
veterans confront when they return to civilian life. I fell into alcohol abuse, lost my family
and became suicidal because of the memories that haunted me night and day.

At my lowest point, with the help of a counselor, I discovered that climbing — especially out
in nature with my fellow veterans — helped me to heal from the trauma of war. When I
realized that getting out on the rock was a lifeline for other veterans as well, I created
Operation Climb On.

We use the same guideline that worked for me – spending time in the great outdoors with
a group of veterans climbing and camping together.

Recently, I took a trip with fellow veterans, including one who is Navajo, down to the
Bears Ears. I knew a slot canyon, one of many in this amazing landscape of mesa, mountain,
cliff, and canyon, which was perfect for canyoneering.

We spent the first day strapped into our climbing harnesses, stepping back over sheer
cliff edges into space, learning once again to put trust in a friend anchoring the rope
above us, as we descended a serpentine canyon at times only as wide as our shoulders.

The next day we roamed a rolling sandstone mesa, guided by a local
professional archaeologist, dropping down into hidden canyons to marvel at ancient cliff
dwellings and images of animals and other cryptic figures etched and painted on to the cliff
walls.

In the evenings, we simply hung out around the campfire, listening to each other’s stories, as
an almost unbelievable number of stars studded a pitch black sky.

Once again, the combination of pristine natural beauty, climbing, and veterans, enhanced
by the absolute wonder of exploring age-old stone villages and rock art worked its
alchemical magic. The veterans returned home reconnected and rejuvenated.
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Just consider these reflections my fellow veterans shared with me after the trip: 

“I was reminded that climbing is all about you on the wall trusting a friend, just like you did
in combat, instead of bottling up all your fears. That’s how we lose guys. They bottle it up and
the lid blows off. A trip like this to Bears Ears actually saves lives.”

“It sounds simple and it is. But too often veterans tend to get isolated. We lose our sense
of community. Climbing and camping together, especially in a place like this, restores community.”

“I just want to see this land preserved so that I can return here with friends and family and
show them what I have experienced, and so future generations can come and have the
same experience too. That would be pretty amazing.”

The Native American tribes asking President Obama to protect Bears Ears are right that
a national monument offers an opportunity for healing. Veterans are among those who
would benefit deeply.

Veterans have given so much for our country. Protecting Bears Ears would do so much
for them. Operation Climb On hopes that President Obama acts soon.

Michael Cumming is a combat veteran living in Salt Lake City who founded Operation Climb On, a
therapeutic climbing program for veterans.
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Protection for Bears Ears Acknowledged as Common Goal of Utahns:  
1,500 Attend Obama Administration Public Hearing in Bluff, UT 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 16, 2016 
Contact: Gavin Noyes - (801) 521-7398, Natasha Hale - (505) 906-8303 

Tribal leaders and grassroots local residents expressed a unified desire for protection of the Bears 
Ears cultural landscape at the public hearing in Bluff, Utah, on Saturday – the largest national 
monument hearing in the history of the Obama administration. 

Over 1,500 individuals attended the public meeting at the Bluff Community Center, in spite of 
triple digit heat and standing room only even in the outdoor facilities, where the event was 
broadcast over loudspeaker. Saturday’s public meeting was hosted by Interior Secretary Sally 
Jewell and other federal officials from the U. S. Departments of Interior and Agriculture, who 
have been touring the proposed Bears Ears National Monument and travelling throughout 
southeast Utah for the past week. 

Interior Secretary Sally Jewell opened the three and a half hour meeting by observing, “There is 
a desire to protect what’s here for future generations. That has been consistent no matter who I 
have spoken with.” 

“One thing we all have is a connection to the land,” said Carlton Bowekaty, Councilman for the 
Zuni Tribe and Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition delegate. “Our proposal is not about exclusion. 
Our proposal is about education & partnership.” 

Utah Dine Bikeyah Board Chairman Willie Grayeyes, who was selected by lottery to speak, 
remarked, “Permanent protection is what we stand for. I hope the determination will be made to 
heal us – all of us.” 

Navajo Nation President Russell Begaye was also invited to address the crowd. “We greet these 
places by their names as if they were people. Through this relationship we are able to negotiate 
healing,” he explained. “Because of Navajo people’s connection to these lands, we have 



www.utahdinebikeyah.org																												info@utahdinebikeyah.org	

requested co-management. This will be remembered among people for generations as honoring 
our sacred lands.”	

Nearly 1,000 blue ‘Protect Bears Ears’ t-shirts were distributed to national monument supporters 
at the event. Dozens of individuals were randomly selected by lottery to speak for two minutes 
each. Comments varied between monument supporters and opponents among speakers. A strong 
desire to protect Bears Ears was articulated by both groups. 

As Secretary Jewell said, “The question perhaps is how?”	

One of the final commentators of the afternoon observed, “However much we might wish it was 
not true, Utah’s political leaders have failed, and the job now rises to President Obama.” 

The Public Lands Initiative, which was finally introduced Thursday after months of delay, is a 
non-starter. Despite the Utah delegation’s years of investment in the legislation, the PLI not only 
fails to provide a meaningful role for Tribes in the management of these ancestral lands. It also 
has effectively no chance of passage. No real legislative pathway for Bears Ears exists prior to 
January 20, 2016. This is why Tribes are respectfully requesting President Obama to designate 
Bears Ears National Monument as soon as possible.  

 “When they say PLI, we’re saying no,” stated Navajo Nation Council Delegate Davis Filfred. 
He explained that the Navajo Nation and numerous other Tribes throughout the region have 
passed formal resolutions and legislation supporting protection for Bears Ears as a national 
monument. Delegate Filfred concluded, “We need President Obama to be brave.”  

In her closing remarks, Secretary Jewell noted, “There are many voices here that say we want to 
continue to use these lands as we have. Those [uses] are not mutually exclusive with protection.” 

UDB Chairman Grayeyes pointed out after the meeting, “Tribes have designed the Bears Ears 
National Monument proposal to ensure continued access and traditional use of these lands. Our 
intent is preserve and honor the land and cultural practices that have taken place here since time 
immemorial.” 

For the first time in history, a unified coalition of sovereign Native American nations are calling 
on the President of the United States to protect their ancestral homelands as a national 
monument. Ute Mountain Ute Councilman and Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition representative 
Malcolm Lehi, whose constituents live adjacent to Bears Ears and rely on these lands for their 
livelihoods, asserted, “This is part of a movement that’s going to make history.” 

### 

 





 
 

 
 

 
 

July 14, 2016 
 
 
The Honorable Rob Bishop    The Honorable Jason Chaffetz 
123 Cannon House Office Building   2236 Rayburn House Office Building 
United States House of Representatives  United States House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515    Washington, D.C. 20515 

 
Dear Congressmen Bishop and Chaffetz, 
 
The Pew Charitable Trusts has supported the fundamental premise of the Utah Public Lands Initiative 
(PLI) from its beginning:  the pairing of new wilderness and other conservation designations with 
broadly supported land exchanges between the federal government and Utah. The virtues of such an 
exchange include permanent protection for some of Utah’s most spectacular places for future 
generations, a significant funding stream for Utah’s schoolchildren, and diverse new economic 
opportunities for rural Utah communities provided by wilderness designations. The introduction of the 
Utah Public Lands Initiative Act (H.R. 5780) is an important step towards realizing such an exchange. 
 
Utah’s redrock country is virtually unmatched world-wide in its sublime combination of scenic vistas, 
recreational opportunities, biological values, and archeological treasures. H.R. 5780 would protect 
some of its most spectacular places. While we are generally supportive of the conservation gains 
envisioned by the bill, we continue to have concerns with some of the provisions in the bill that must be 
addressed in order to achieve a durable legislative outcome for southeastern Utah’s public lands. 
 
Pew is opposed to the Recapture Canyon right-of-way provisions in Section 817.  While we appreciate 
the elimination of the Seep Ridge Road corridor from Grand County in Title VI, we remain concerned 
that future developments of the road might endanger the Book Cliffs region.  We also feel that the 
management language in the NCA and Wild and Scenic sections could be improved so that the areas 
are adequately protected in a manner that is consistent with the goals and values of the National 
Landscape Conservation and National Wild and Scenic Rivers Systems and will enjoy management – 
particularly with regards to grazing – that is more protective than existing management, not less.  We 
have concerns with the mechanics of the land exchange process in Title I of Division B; in particular 
the NEPA and FLPMA compliance provisions found in Section 105. By preemptively determining that 
these conveyances are in the public interest, the bill undermines regular order and limits critical checks 
and balances that ensure that the American taxpayer receives the best possible return for the 
conveyance of public property. Likewise, the RS 2477 provisions in title XII of Division B are beyond 
the scope of this bill, and improperly pre-empt court proceedings currently underway to resolve these 
claims. In addition, section 204(m) of Division A is so broadly written as to potentially limit agencies’ 
authority to make a wilderness recommendation or other administrative designations in the 
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management planning process. In fact, language throughout the bill significantly and unnecessarily 
constrains the ability of the Secretaries of the Interior and of Agriculture to manage these lands for the 
value for which they’ve been designated. We also support adjusting the boundaries of the Bears Ears 
NCA to include the recreationally and archaeologically valuable lands within the White Canyon 
drainages and the Allen, Chippean, and Dry Wash Canyons. Finally, we have concerns about the 
energy language in Title XI of Division B. 
  
Because Pew believes the legislative process can achieve a solution that honors recommendations from 
numerous public land users, we are committed to working with you on the legislation in a manner that 
would enable the Senate to act favorably on this legislation and the President to sign H.R. 5780 into 
law. However, time remaining in the 114th Congress is very short. Pew’s continued support for the PLI 
process depends on a clear demonstration that a measure is moving forward and can be enacted by this 
Congress before the House recesses at the end of September. 
 
If such progress cannot be shown, Pew believes that President Obama should use his authority, granted 
by Congress under the Antiquities Act, to protect the Bears Ears area as a national monument. These 
places are under imminent threat, there is strong support among Native American tribes for their 
preservation, and protecting them would confer economic benefits to the communities of Bluff, 
Blanding, Monticello, and beyond. While we would prefer to see a good bill passed into law, we know 
from experience with the Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument that a designation under the 
Antiquities Act can also successfully replicate the premise underlying this bill: the conservation of land 
coupled with subsequent consolidation of SITLA parcels for lands outside the conservation units to 
eliminate checkerboard ownership and provide a revenue stream to Utah’s permanent State School 
Fund. 
 
We are sincerely grateful for the effort you and your staff have put into this bill, which is vastly 
improved from the draft we saw in January.  We look forward to working with you on this legislation. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Mike Matz, Director 
U.S. Public Lands 
The Pew Charitable Trusts 
 



 
 

March 7
th
,  2016 

 

The President  
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW 
Washington, DC 20500 
 

Dear Mr. President, 
 

On behalf of our millions of members and supporters nationwide, the undersigned organizations are writing to 

express support for the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition’s (Coalition) proposal to protect the Bears Ears cultural 

landscape as a new national monument. 

 

The proposal would permanently protect the Bears Ears area, as well as provide for its collaborative management 

with representation from the tribes that comprise the coalition.  We support the creation of a unique, jointly-

managed national monument that honors the traditional and ancestral ties of Native American people to these 

lands, while protecting this world-class landscape for all Americans.  
 

Like the Coalition, which has detailed its concerns repeatedly to Representatives Bishop and Chaffetz, our 

organizations have also invested significant time and resources in the Public Lands Initiative (PLI) process during 

the past three years. Like the Coalition, we share deep concerns about the PLI legislation in the Bears Ears region. 

The failure of the PLI process to engage anyone outside of San Juan County has prevented critical perspectives 

and sovereign nations from being heard. Unfortunately, the recently released (January 20, 2016) draft PLI fails to 

adequately protect this important landscape.   
 

Given the sacredness of the Bears Ears landscape to the Coalition and the outstanding archeological, ecological, 

cultural, geological, and recreational values of the area, we urge you to designate a Bears Ears National 

Monument with meaningful collaborative management as envisioned by the Coalition.  When considering the 

awe-inspiring values of this unmatched landscape and the immediacy of the threats there, it is clear that 

permanent protection cannot wait. 

We stand ready to support the Coalition and your administration to make this a reality. 

Most respectfully, 

 
Jamie Williams, President, The Wilderness Society 

 

 
Scott Groene, Executive Director, Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance 

 



 
Michael Brune, Executive Director, Sierra Club 

 

 
 

Bill Hedden, Executive Director, Grand Canyon Trust 

 

 

 
Josh Ewing, Executive Director, Friends of Cedar Mesa 

 

 
 

Brian O’Donnell, Executive Director, Conservation Lands Foundation 

 

 
 

Sharon Buccino, Director, Land and Wildlife Program, Natural Resources Defense Council 

 

 

CC: Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell 
Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack 

Christy Goldfuss, Managing Director, Council on Environmental Quality 
Neil Kornze, Director, Bureau of Land Management 
Tom Tidwell, Chief, US Forest Service 
Jon Jarvis, Director, National Park Service 
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permanent protection of this majestic landscape, we join a large, diverse coalition of

stakeholders, led by the Bears Ears Intertribal Coalition (BEITC), who submitted a formal

proposal to you in October.

Encompassing 1.9 million acres of public lands managed by the Bureau of Land

Management, Forest Service, and National Park Service, the Bears Ears area is the most

significant unprotected cultural landscape in the United States. In addition to protecting

traditional Native American land use and tens of thousands of cultural sites, a monumen

designation for Bears Ears would ensure the conservation of the area’s diverse natural

resources — including its waters, plant and animal life — and the outdoor recreation they

support.

In particular, the lakes, streams and reservoirs in and around the Abajo Mountains west o

Monticello, and the San Juan River running between Bluff and Lake Powell, offer a myriad

of trout fishing opportunities. While Lake Powell itself would fall outside of the Bears Ears

Monument, the lake’s future depends on an abundant supply of fresh water flowing from

its tributaries, including the San Juan River.

With its access to world-class fishing, Bears Ears is an important contributor to Utah’s $12

billion outdoor recreation economy, which drives $856 million in state and local tax

revenue and $3.6 billion in wages and salaries yearly, and supports 122,000 direct Utah

jobs. The most recent National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife Associated

Recreation by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service showed that fishing in Utah accounts for

over $451 million in yearly spending alone.

The new monument also has great potential to spur economic growth in Bluff and

surrounding areas: A recent study from Headwaters Economics assessing the economic

performance of counties adjacent to and containing national monuments — including

Utah’s own Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument east of the Bears Ears area —

found that two-thirds of these communities (13 of 17), grew at the same or a faster pace

compared to similar counties in their state.

National Monument status for Bears Ears would help to safeguard our outdoor heritage

and sporting traditions and the economic opportunities they support. But even more





 

 

 
October 7, 2016 
 
Secretary Sally Jewell     Secretary Tom Vilsack 
U.S. Department of the Interior    U.S. Department of Agriculture  
1849 C Street, N.W.     1400 Independence Ave., S.W.  
Washington DC 20240     Washington, DC 20250 
 

Dear Secretary Jewell and Secretary Vilsack, 

The Access Fund, the national climbing advocacy non-profit organization, respectfully submits an update 

on our work to protect recreation, cultural and natural resources in eastern Utah, and to develop a 

longstanding, positive relationship between the Native American and climbing communities. For 

climbers, eastern Utah contains some of the most iconic, unique and high quality climbing opportunities 

in the world, including areas like Indian Creek, Castle Valley, Fisher Towers, San Rafael Swell, Valley of 

the Gods, Arch Canyon, Lockhart Basin, Comb Ridge, and thousands of other climbing sites.  

Over the past 3 years, we have spent countless hours considering potential paths forward to protect and 

enhance these world-class resources, and we have critically evaluated options for protecting climbing 

access in eastern Utah while honoring our Native American partners and conserving the environment 

locally and regionally. We recently conducted a survey of over 1,000 climbers nationwide who travel 

regularly to this region, and they told us in no uncertain terms that they value wild experiences, vast 

landscapes, undeveloped viewsheds, clean air, solitude, and cultural heritage. We want to protect 

southeast Utah for future generations because we know firsthand how valuable the area is to climbers 

and all Americans.  

Senior Access Fund staff, alongside climbing guides, local climbing advocates and community leaders, 

met with Inter-Tribal Coalition representatives and Native American leaders in Moab, UT (Sep. 1st, 2016) 

and White Mesa, UT (Sep. 2nd, 2016). The climbing community shared its vision for eastern Utah, 

described best climbing practices and listened to the concerns of the Native American representatives 

and spiritual leaders. Although many questions about climbing management on sacred lands remain 

open-ended, we optimistically report that the climbing and Native American communities both want 

strong protections for this region and we committed to sharing knowledge, perceptions and concerns 

regarding the best way to manage this unique landscape.  

These meetings taught us that both Access Fund and Native American leaders need more time to 

consider administrative and spiritual evaluation processes that could help develop a sustainable, 

balanced climbing management framework for the Bears Ears region. However, Access Fund and Inter-

Tribal representatives are committed to advancing a deeper understanding between our two 

communities. We support meaningful Native American participation in land management decision 

making, and we oppose plans that can result in the large-scale development, disposal or transfer of our 

public lands to the states.  
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It is clear that a legislative solution in Utah is currently unlikely given the divided political climate, the 

many improvements still needed in H.R. 5780, and the limited timeframe left in the One Hundred-

Fourteenth Congress. Therefore, Access Fund supports long-term protections for the Bears Ears region 

by the end of 2016. We believe that the declaration of a National Monument at Bears Ears would 

provide realistic, long-term protections for key lands in San Juan County, Utah which are of very high 

significance to the climbing and Native American communities. In so doing, we support robust and 

meaningful involvement by the Inter-Tribal Coalition in the management, and development of 

management plans, for Bears Ears.  

Access Fund will continue to represent the climbing community and work toward viable conservation for 

eastern Utah. If the Obama administration uses the Antiquities Act to designate a Bears Ears National 

Monument, we urge that the world-class rock climbing resources located within the Bears Ears proposal 

boundaries, as well as human-powered recreation in general, be acknowledged in the presidential 

proclamation that establishes the national monument. Having this acknowledgment in the proclamation 

is essential to ensure that recreation opportunities are appropriately protected as a management plan 

for the monument is developed.  

Sincerely, 

 

Brady Robinson 

Executive Director 

Access Fund 

 

cc: 

Robert Bonnie, Undersecretary, U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Christy Goldfuss, Managing Director, Council on Environmental Quality 

Thomas Tidwell, Chief, United States Forest Service 

Neil Kornze, Director, Bureau of Land Management 

Jon Jarvis, Director, National Park Service 

Alfred Lomahquahu, Co-Chair, Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition 

Regina Lopez-Whiteskunk, Co-Chair, Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition 

Adam Cramer, Executive Director, Outdoor Alliance 

Phil Powers, CEO, American Alpine Club 
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