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GUEST SERVICES

For Assistance and Accessibility: We're here to help. If you require assistance, please ask the House Manager
or one of the ushers.

The Sagebrush Theatre now has hearing assist listening systems. And both the Pavilion and Sagebrush
theatres are wheelchair accessible and equipped with wheelchair-seating locations. Please see the House
Manager for details.

In consideration of your fellow audience members’ comfort and enjoyment, we ask the following:
Electronic Devices: Please turn off all cellular phones and watch alarms prior to the show. Due to copyright regulations,
the use of cameras and other video or audio recording of this performance by any means is strictly prohibited.

Late Arrival and Re-admission: If you arrive after a performance has begun or leave the auditorium during the
performance, we will make every effort to seat you at an appropriate interval in the program. Please be advised that
this may not be the seat you are ticketed for, depending on its location in the theatre.

Scent-free Facilities: Please arrive perfume/cologne-free and do not bring flowers into the lobby or theatre.

Children: WCT productions, unless they are identified as family friendly, are not suitable for children or babes in
arms. For more information, please visit the FAQs on wctlive.ca.




WELCOME!

We are never more proud than when we can contribute
to the development and first production of a new
Canadian play, such as Serving Elizabeth, by Marcia
Johnson. As audience members and creators, we are
all participants in this process, contributing to a piece
of theatre that will have a life beyond our stages —and
in the case of our recent productions of Made in Italy
and GLORY, have a life from sea to sea, on many stages
across the country. As Kamloopsians we can all be
proud that we help make a difference in our national
conversation about the arts, politics, and culture.

I studied history at university, and I've always been
fascinated by the patterns of history and how the
recollection of the past tells us something about our
modern world: how we got here, how we’ve changed. ..
and what we have yet to learn. Promoting tolerance,
empathy, and compassion is one of the key issues of our
time, and our last three productions have approached
this issue in entirely different genres, yet the common thread is strong: we are better as a
society when we reach out to one another and when we share a common understanding.
I'love Marcia’s ability to thread these themes through a story that also raises important
questions about popular media, politics, and cultural diversity.

You’ll notice our “mystery subscription” offer in your program today. If you like what we
are doing at WC'T, we are asking you to take a leap of faith on renewing your 2020/21
season subscription prior to our announcement in late-March. This helps us get a jump
on our very busy renewal season, and helps you get a chance to win your subscription!

With this play, we are happy to continue our collaboration with our partners at the
Thousand Islands Playhouse in Gananoque, Ontario. I also extend my thanks and
appreciation to the brilliant playwright Marcia Johnson, for her wonderful creation, and
to all of, you, for joining us on maiden journey of a terrific new play.

JJM

Jantes MacD@nald, Artistic Director of WCT
— New Gold Studio Stage: on the TNRD Mainstage:
ﬁ CAFE DAUGHTER CHELSEA HOTEL: The
Z March 12 to 21 Songs of LEONARD COHEN
% PAVILION THEATRE 9 March 26 to April 4 DETAILS AT
SAGEBRUSH THEATRE wctlive.ca

We extend our appreciation for the opportunity to live, create and perform in the
Tk’emltps te Secwépemc territory within the traditional lands of the Secwépemc Nation.
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CIVIL, STRUCTURAL, & MUNICIPAL ENGINEERING
DESIGN, SUPERVISION & PROJECT MANAGEMENT

Watson Engineering Ltd.

Proud Sponsor of
SERVING ELIZABETH
and Kamloops Arts and Culture.
Enjoy the show!




WCT STAFF

JAMES MACDONALD Atrtistic Director
EVAN KLASSEN Managing Director

ADMINISTRATION

TERRI RUNNALLS Education & Outreach Director
RON THOMPSON Finance Director

OLGA KILINNIK Accounting Officer

SUSAN THOMPSON Accounting Assistant
CATRINA CROWE Marketing & Communications Director
FRANKIE KNIGHT Digital Media Coordinator
SUZAN GOGUEN Growth & Engagement Director
ROGER DOWNIE Fund Development Manager
ALI WEBSTER Special Events Manager

SARAH BLUMEL Fund Development Coordinator

PRODUCTION

DAWN BERGSTROM Producer

BILL CHABASSOL Production Manager

BRIAN ST-AMAND Sagebrush Technical Director

PAUL CUTHBERT Sagebrush Assistant Technical Director
LIAM BEFURT Associate Technical Director

CINDY WIEBE Head of Wardrobe

RORY LYNCH Head of Scenic Carpentry

ANGELA FRYE Head of Properties

TIM RODGERS President
LORI BREGOLISS

GRANT CHU

BEVERLEY DESANTIS
WESLEY ECCLESTON
SHARON FRISSELL
BERNICE JENSEN

NENA JOCIC-ANDREJEVIC
CHRYSTIE STEWART

BOARD

SELENA “TWITCH” TOBIN Intern Production
Manager/Technical Director

RYAN PINETTE Production Assistant

JAMES BEFURT Senior Venue Technician

HANS SAEFKOW Scenic Painter

VENUE SERVICES

SHEVAUN FORTUNE Venue Services Director

MICHELLE CHABASSOL Venue Services
Coordinator

ALLISON BREGOLISS Volunteer Coordinator

MORGAN BENEDICT House Manager

House Staff:
AMANDA BREUER, NICOLLE DUPONT,
MAXWELL GALLAGHER, BERT KEEPER,
JAKOB KOPYTKO, KELLY MCCALLUM,
LIZ SPIVEY

Kamloops Live! Box Office (KL!BO)
Representatives:
KORY CUDMORE, MAXWELL GALLAGHER,
JANE HARESTAD, JAKOB KOPYTKO,
GRACE LABOSSIERE, KELLY MCCALLUM,
STEPHANIE MONIUK, GRAYSON

NORSWORTHY
David Ross ' Anne Manson *
Tom Kerr * Maureen Marshall *

Judge T.W. Shupe $
D. Michael Dobbin *
Peggy Gilmour *
Francis Barnett *
Mike Latta *

Lanni Shupe *

§ Honorary Life Chairman

* Honorary Life Member
THonorary Life Artistic Producer
¥ Founding Artistic Director

HILLTOP BARBER SHOP

S P EC |AI_ KENNELL'S SHOES
CHARLOTTE WAGNER
ALETA MAIDA
THANKS S
ANDREW VOLO

Discover New ldeas,

Topics & Friends

Join KALS multi-week or
single- session daytime classes

More Info: 250-376-1525 | www.kals.ca

Register For Music Lessons Today.

All ages, levels, and styles.
Professional instructors.
Convenient lesson times.
Affordable instrument rentals.

4

piono.
Guitar, Drume:

Strings, B(9%®

% more!
! Long & McQuade
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

long-mcquade.com

955 Lorne Street
(250) 828-2234
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BRAVO! TO OUR DONORS

Western Canada Theatre gratefully acknowledges the following government agencies,
corporations, foundations, and individuals for their generous contributions through
sponsorships and/or charitable donations. We thank everyone who plays their important part
in helping us to bring the highest quality of work to the broadest possible audience.

Listings based on annual contributions, January 1, 2019 to January 31, 2020.

FUNDERS

The City of Kamloops

Canada Council for the Arts

Department of Canadian Heritage
Canada Cultural Spaces Fund

Government of Canada

The Province of BC

British Columbia Arts Council

FOUNDATIONS

BC Interior Community Foundation
RBC Emerging Artists Project

The Hamber Foundation

PRESENTING PARTNER
Kelson Group, Ron & Rae Fawcett

SEASON SPONSORS
CFJC TV

Home Hardware
Kamloops This Week
Stone Hazell & Company
Wayside

MAINSTAGE SERIES SPONSOR
TNRD

STUDIO SERIES SPONSOR
New Gold

SHOW SPONSORS

98.3 CIFM

B-100

British Columbia Lottery
Corporation

Epic Industries

ideaLEVER

Kami Countertops

Kamloops Airport

K97.5

New Country 103.1

Overland Press

Radio NL

The Riverland Inn & Suites

Watson Engineering Ltd.

Westland Insurance

MAINSTAGE PWYC SPONSOR
BEST WESTERN PLUS Kamloops
Hotel

DIAMOND COMPANIONS:
$10,000+

Michael E. Black and the Late
Denise E.L. Fortier

In Honour of Helen Barnett’s
Birthday

PLATINUM PATRONS: $5,000-
$9,999
Rae E Nixon

GOLD PATRONS: $3,500-$4,999
The Bostock and Fallis Families of
Monte Creek Heritage Fund

SILVER PATRONS: $2,000-$3,499
Peter H Baron

Roland & Anne Neave

Russ & Jane Reid

COPPER PATRONS: $750-$1,999
Bill Adams

Marilyn & Hugh Fallis

Jaylene and David Hanna

Guy & Jeanine Parker

Edith Pletzer

Tacey Ruffner

Daphne & Bud Smith

James & Barbara W. Wentworth

PATRONS: $500-$749

Jean Chacko

Terry Simpson

Peter & Debra Allik-Petersenn

Ben & Lorene Anders

Patricia & Don Andrews

Ed & Patti Bruzzese

Dr. Robert Walter & Dr. Jill Calder

Grant & Nancy Chu

Allen & Sharon E. Frissell

Mirella & Bob Holden

Michael & Debbie Kowbel

Gwyneth Lamperson

Len & Laurie Marchand

June McClure

Master Robert W. McDiarmid &
Justice Sharon Matthews

Neil & Mary MacDonald

James MacDonald & Tracey Power

Thomas & Sharon Moore

Murphy & Katharine Shewchuk

David & Rosemarie Stoltze

Trish & Scott Watkinson

INVESTORS: $200-$499
Anonymous

Dianne Almond

Francis & Helen Barnett
Deanna Bell

Evelyn Baziuk

R.C. Bidnell & K. Cousins
Christine Bilbey

Richard & Fearon Ruth Blair
Alan & Sherry Burris
Raymond &Toshi Chatelin
Ken & Brenda Lorne Christian
Margaret Chrumka

Lois Crown

Dan & Denise Douglas
David & Laura Farrow

Jim & Joan Rosemary Gordon
Bonnie Green

Lois Hollstedt

Jo-Mary & Bob Hunter

Lila & Bob Jennejohn

Cora Jones

Ted & Maryann Kowalsky
Fred & Nancy Leake

Ray LePage

Donna Marchand

Sandy & Ellen McCurrach
Terry & Joan McQuillan
Tanya Mihura

Jim & Beverly Mundle
Jeannine & Bob Nishiguchi
Richard Olthuis

Colene Palmer

Dave & Mary Ann Peressini
Dean & Lauryn V. Purych
Ginny Ratsoy & Alan Penfold
Dennis & Sue Reedman
Ray & Sue Sewell

Marijke & Al Stott

Florence Thomson

J. Treherne

Dave & Maryanne Whiting

BENEFACTORS: $100-$199
Anonymous

Helen Bailey

Wendy Bainbridge

Mary & Mike Baker

Jim & Evelyn Bowersock
Jack & Pauline Braaksma
Percy Brackett

Barry & Judy Brown

Norm & Heidi Bryson
Patrick & Jeanne Callahan
Mavis Chalmers

Bill & Evey Chursky
Michael & Gerrianne Clare
Geoff & Kathy Collier
Sally Cornies & Hap Ryan
John & Jean Crowe

Brent & Eija Cryderman
Jeffrey Cummings
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Mair Jensen Blair LLP - Lawyers
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Joan Cummings

Fred & Helen Cunningham

Kathy & Sinclair Dalgleish

Roxanne Dauncey

Fay Davies

Linnea Davies

Ross & Judy Dickson

Larry & Edie Dixon

Eats Amore

Vivian Edwards

Shirlee Ezowski

Reno & Marie Fabbro

Ronald & Doreen E. Fairhurst

Ruth & Michael Fane

Dan & Laura Ferguson

Geraldine Faye Fike

Marvyn Fitzpatrick

Chet & Pria Flanagan

Ali Floyd

Blake & Linda Fox

Gillian Gaiser

Louella Garner

Bob & Michele Gieselman

David Gilmour

Annette Glover

Peter & Judy Gray

Linda Hall

Susan Hammond

Lillian Harcus

Marianne Hardy

Helena Hasler

Bill Victor Heese

Dian Henderson

Rosemary Hibbard

Dave Carl Hilton

Mavis Hollman

Ken & Marylyne House

George & Barbara Humphrey

Donalda Jamrich

Bill & Sally Jennejohn

Brenda Keay

Valerie Kemp

Sharon Kika

Bob & Pat King

Wendy Krauza

In Memory of Brian Loadman

Melissa Lowenberg

Terri L. MacLennan

Lori Marchand, in memory of
Phyllis Mader

Bruce Maricle

Norm & Beverly Martin
Lois M. McAlary

Kathy McArthur

Kirsten Juliette McDougall
Marilyn Kay McLean
Doris McNutt

Ron & Glenda Miles

Vic & Sally Mowbray
Dennis & Maxine Mucha
Jean Nelson

Wendy Nielsen & Tony Stobie

Nu Master Chapter of Beta Sigma

Phi
Ross Outerbridge
Wilma Pagan
Margaret H. Patten
Carl Pentilchuk
Robert & Lorraine Pick
Cindy Piwowar
Tracey Pointer
Sandra Pryce
Valentina Putoto
Karl & Debbie Rainer
Niki Remesz
Terry Rogers Family
Lynn Rutherford
Peter Ryan
Susan Safford
Rosemary Saint-Michaels
Veronica Marie Schnell
Shirley Sze
Ethel Sheremeta
Terry Shupe
Karen Siggers
Kathy Sinclair
Manju Singh
George & Simone Smith
Shannon Smyrl
Evelyn Smyth
Jeff Sodowsky
Don & Sandy Staff
Marilyn & Glen Stephens
Sham Sunder
Peggy Swanson
Colleen Joan Tabata
Lynne Totten
Nicole Tougas
Bob & Jennifer Trudeau
Nancy Van Wagoner
John Weller
John Wiens

Lois & David M. Williams
Sheryl Willis
Sally & Bob Zryd

FRIENDS: $25-$99
Anonymous

Alana Abramson

Karen Albiston

Lorraine Balogh

Ruth M. Beday

Colleen Bell

Gordon & Joan Britton
Margaret Brown

Glen Cairns

Sharon Carrell & John Dittrich
Cathie Cooper

Cheryl Ann Davison
Donna Demarni

Kathleen Dobson
Elizabeth Dye

Dave & Irene Edamura
Jack & Linda Fulton
Cathy Hall-Patch

Ron & Judy Hatch

John & Helen Helvoigt
Nena Jocic-Andrejevic
Margaret Jones

Rod & Dawn Killough

In Memory of Brian Loadman
Av Loerke

In Memory of Phyllis Mader
Ron & Marilyn MacKenzie
Wendy D. McLean

Carol McNeil

Mavis Paravantes

Joan Parker

Barbara Pettie

Walter & Polly Poohachoff
Sulwen (Cookie) Reimer
Nancy Rigby

Jay Rilkoff

Bill & Beverly Roberts
Lorraine Romanin

Chris Rose

Margaret Sharon

Donna Sharpe

Jennie Stadnichuk
Dawne Taylor

Valerie Teshima & J. Teshima
Diane Mary Webb
Eugenie Wilson

Gillian Mary Woods

CHAMBER MUSICIANS OF KAMLOOPS

Chamber Music - Close and Personal

March 13, 2020
Guitar +3
Aptil 18, 2020
Two Across

All concerts start at 7:30 p.m.

Info & tickets: chambermusiciansofkamloops.org | 250-377-1880
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WESTERN
C AN A D A In association with

Thousand Islands Playhouse
| THEATRE Gananogque, ON

By MARCIA JOHNSON

FEATURING

ALLISON EDWARDS-CREWE Faith/Tia
MARCIA JOHNSON Mercy/Patricia

AMANDA LISMAN HRH Princess Elizabeth/Robin
TONY OFORI Montague/Steven

GEOFFREY POUNSETT Talbot/Maurice

CREATIVE TEAM

LEAH-SIMONE BOWEN Director

RACHEL FORBES Set and Costume Designer
JARETH LI Lighting Designer

ANDREW PENNER Sound Designer
CHRISTINE LEROUX' Stage Manager
CASSIDY GALLANT Assistant Stage Manager

Approximately 2 hours 20 minutes, including one intermission

Western Canada Theatre is an active member of the Professional Association of Canadian Theatres (PACT) and engages, under the
terms of the Canadian Theatre Agreement, professional artists who are members of Canadian Actors’ Equity Association.
WCT wishes to acknowledge the generous support of Canadian Actors’ Equity Association.

Programme Producer: Western Canada Theatre e wctlive.ca ® 250-372-3216
Printer: Wayside Press ® www.waysideco.ca ® 250-372-3373
Box Office: Kamloops Live! Box Office ® kamloopslive.ca ® 250-374-5483




The worth

of an inclusive society?

Limitless. Indigenous peoplesin
our region have amassed thousands
of years of knowledge that has been
passed on for generations.

Your gift can be anything.
It is worth everything.

Choose your cause.
tru.ca/limitless | 250-828-5264

—
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T ey
UNIVERSITY

ADV20143

STILL LIFE
THE KMA TAXIDERMY
COLLECTION

NOVEMBER 22 -~ APRIL 4, 2020
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PLAYWRIGHT'S NOTES

When we were little girls, my sister and I dressed up as princesses;
fashioning ball gowns from bed sheets and draping cardigans on our
heads to represent their long flowing hair. I followed the exploits of
the British royal family, especially Princess Anne. I loved watching
her compete in horseback riding at the Olympics. Lady Diana came
along and I became even more fascinated with princesses.

As I got older, my love of princesses provided a huge conflict with my
newly found outrage towards imperialism. I tried to kick my habit but
still woke up early for royal weddings.

In the fall of 2016, I tuned in to the Netflix series The Crown. I was drawn in by the
excellent writing, acting, design; the whole production. And that was just the first episode!
I curled up on my couch, excited for episode two. Elizabeth and Philip were going to
Kenya! I was thrilled that the writer included that country in the telling of this very
important part of Elizabeth’s story. But, when it ended, my disappointment was palpable.
(You will understand why after the play’s intermission.)

MARCIA JOHNSON

The very next day, I was made aware of a call for submissions for the 2017 playwriting
unit at Thousand Islands Playhouse (TTP) in Gananoque. For the 150th anniversary of
Confederation, the theatre was asking writers to pitch ideas focusing on colonialism and
its (after-) effects. I wrote my proposal for Heavy us the Head (Serving Elizabeth’s original title)
in less than thirty minutes and sent it off. I got selected for the group and proceeded to
vent my spleen, writing the first draft in eight months; a record for me.

I wrote this play to give voice to the under-represented. It is dedicated to my mother,
Cynthia Johnson. As a little girl in Jamaica she would watch Princesses Elizabeth and
Margaret having tea in the backyard of their vacation home. As an adult, she looked
forward to Queen Elizabeth’s speech every Christmas. She knew that I was writing this
play and I believe that, of all my plays, Serving Elizabeth would have been her favourite.

I'm deeply indebted to Alexis Diamond for encouraging me to apply for the Playwrights
Unit (where the play was developed) and everyone at TIP who read and gave feedback,
including Carolyn Bennet, Brett Christopher, Ian D. Clark, Ashlie Corcoran, Shannon
Currie, Tess Degenstein, Erin Fleck, Virgilia Griffith, Rob Kempson, Cassel Miles, Anand
Rajaram, Andrea Scott, Rashida Shaw, Marcel Stewart, and Alana Hibbert. I would also
like to thank Leah-Simone Bowen for her gentle, passionate and wise direction, as well as
James MacDonald and WC'T for this world premiere in the tournament capital of Canada.

@KAMLOOPS -

SYMPHONY

heroesand |37
heroines < Satiraay.7:30pm

® Elyse Jacobson, violin kamloopslive.ca
® Breanne Jamieson, french horn. 250.374.5483
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Western Canada Theatre continues to
deliver vibrant and professional theatre
to our community.

The City of Kamloops is a proud sponsor and wishes
WCT all the best during its 2019-2020 season.

KamloopS-ca Canada’s Tournament Capital




ALLISON
EDWARDS-CREWE

LEAH-SIMONE BOWEN

BIOGRAPHIES

LEAH-SIMONE BOWEN

Director

At WCT: Debut

Elsewhere: Leah is a writer, producer,

and Dora Mavor Moore award nominated
director. She is an alumnae of The Second
City Tour Co. and once performed for
Conan O'Brien, who is taller than you think
he is. She is the creator and co-host of the hit
CBC podcast “The Secret Life of Canada”
about the untold and under-told history

of the country. In the fall of 2020, her
adaptation of Scott Joplin’s 1911 Ragtime
Opera Treemonisha will have its world
premiere at the Washington Arts Centre
before touring across the United States and
Canada. Other: Originally from Spruce
Grove, Alberta, Leah is a graduate of the
University of Alberta’s Theatre Program and
is thrilled to be back home in the west.

ALLISON EDWARDS-CREWE

Faith/Tia

At WCT: Debut

Elsewhere: After graduating from Sheridan
College’s Music Theatre program, Allison’s
first professional show was a production

of Marcia Johnson’s play Binti’s Journey
(Theatre Direct). She’s so grateful for the
opportunity to finally work with Marcia,
whose work she has admired for many years.
Some of Allison’s other credits include The
Color Purple (Citadel Theatre); School Girls
(Obsidian & Nightwood Theatre); Girls Like
That (Tarragon Theatre); and Da’ Kink in My
Hair (Theatre Calgary, National Arts Centre).
Film/'T'V: Baby in A Manger, Witches’ Ball, 48
Christmas Wishes and Black Actress: A Web Serzes.
Other: Allison is thrilled to be performing at
WCT for her first trip to British Columbia.
She sends love to her family for their endless

RACHEL FORBES

CASSIDY GALLANT

support and many thanks to Leah-Simone,
the cast and WC'T team for making this such
a great experience.

RACHEL FORBES

Set and Costume Designer

At WCT: Debut

Elsewhere: Rachel is a Toronto based set
and costume designer creating for theatre,
dance and opera. Her work has been seen
across the country with the Shaw Festival,
Obsidian Theatre, Neptune Theatre,
Centaur Theatre, Confederation Centre

of the Arts, and Buddies in Bad Times.

She is also a guest designer and mentor

at Ryerson University. She has a passion
for designing new theatrical works. Here
are some selected productions she’s had

the pleasure to originate: A4 Million Billion
Pieces (Young People’s Theatre); In The Abyss
(Citadel&Compagnie/Political Movement);
Portia’s Julius Caesar (RUFF/Hart House);
The Bridge (Neptune Theatre/2b Theatre);
Risky Phil (Young People's Theatre); The
Dream Catchers (Charlottetown Festival); Black
Boys (Saga Collectif/Buddies in Bad Times);
and How Black Mothers Say I Love You (Trey
Anthony Productions).

CASSIDY GALLANT

Asststant Stage Manager

At WCT: Dracula: The Bloody Truth
Elsewhere: Stage Management credits:
Ed’s Garage (Port Stanley Festival Theatre).
Apprentice Stage Management credits:
Sunshine Express, Buying the Farm, Midnight
Madness, Birds of a Feather, Hilda’s Yard (Port
Stanley Festival Theatre); Private Lives
(Stratford Festival); The Monument (Factory
Theatre); Gift of the Magi, Stag and Doe, and
Mending Fences (Theatre Orangeville). Other:



Enjoy the Show!

Presenting
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Fix
CHRISTINE LEROUX

MARCIA JOHNSON

Cassidy is thrilled to be a part of such a
beautiful production. Cassidy would like to
thank her wonderful London family and as
always, Alexander.

MARCIA JOHNSON

Playwright, Mercy/Patricia

At WCT: Debut

Elsewhere: Marcia’s plays include Binti’s
Journey, an adaptation of The Heaven Shop,
by Deborah Ellis (Theatre Direct Canada/
Manitoba Theatre for Young People/Black
Theatre Workshop), and Courting Johanna
(Blyth Festival) based on Alice Munro’s
Hateshap, Friendship, Courtship, Loveship, Marriage.
She has also written radio dramas (Wifely
Duty, Perfect on Paper) and opera libretti (My
Mother’s Ring, Lullaby at the Shore, Playing Ball).
As an actor: Marcia originated the role of
Charmaine in The New Canadian Curling

Club at Blyth Festival, where she also played
several roles in 1837: The Farmers® Revolt.
Last year, she was in The Miracle Worker,
directed by Marti Maraden (Drayton). TV
appearances include Disney’s The Swap,
Amenrican Gods and American Gothic. Other: In
addition to acting and writing, Marcia also
works in audiobooks as a director and reader.

CHRISTINE LEROUX

Stage Manager

At WCT: As Stage Manager: Meet My Sister;
A Christmas Garol, The Best Brothers, Only Drunks
and Children Tell the Truth, and Made in Italy.
Elsewhere: Stage Manager for The New
Canadian Kid (Green Thumb Theatre);

The Best Brothers (Theatre NorthWest);
TH’OWXIYA: The Hungry Feast Dish,

Raven Meets the Monkey King (Axis Theatre
Company); and Only Drunks and Children Tell
the Truth (TIP). Assistant Stage Manager

for Mamma Mia! (Globe Theatre). Other:
Christine is very excited to be starting 2020
at WC'TL. To James, Dawn, Leah, Marcia,

JARETH LI

AMANDA LISMAN

Cassidy, the incredible cast and creative
team: thank you for making this production
one to remember. All my love to Leon (and
Charlie!). Enjoy the show!

JARETH LI

Lighting Designer

At WCT: Debut

Elsewhere: Jareth is a stage designer based
in Toronto. Select lighting design credits
include Hilot Means Healer (Cahoots Theatre);
Copy That (Tarragon); Ring of Fire (Citadel
Theatre); Casimir and Caroline, The Walves
Rock, Lemons... (The Howland Company);
Iphigenia and The Furies (Saga Collectif, Dora
Award Nomination); ¥ellow Rabbit (Silk Bath
Collective); Chautauqua (Pearle Harbour);
Black Boys (Saga Collectif & Buddies In Bad
Times); Prairie Nurse (Factory Theatre &
Thousand Islands Playhouse); and Risky Phil
(YPT). Jareth is a member of the Associated
Designers of Canada. Upcoming projects
this season include The Three Women of
Swatow (Tarragon Theatre) and Prince Caspian
(Shaw Festival). Online @ Jareth.Li

AMANDA LISMAN

HRH Princess Elizabeth/Robin

At WCT: Debut

Elsewhere: Favourite theatre credits
include three seasons at the Stratford Festival;
Venus in Fur at Alberta Theatre Projects
(Betty Mitchell Award); 23.5 Hours at the
Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre (Winnipeg
Theatre Award Nomination); Nouses Off at
the Segal Centre (Montreal English Theatre
Nomination); My Fair Lady with Blue Bridge
(Critic’s Choice Spotlight Award and M
Award); and many more with The Arts Club,
The Belfry, The Citadel, Theatre Aquarius
and Atomic Vaudeville. TV credits include
Swats, i<ombie and A Veteran’s Christmas. Other:
Amanda is a graduate of the University of
Victoria (BA, Anthropology), the University
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TONY OFORI

ANDREW PENNER

of Alberta (BFA, Acting), The Citadel/Banft
Theatre Program and the Stratford Festival’s
Birmingham Conservatory.

TONY OFORI

Montague/Steven

At WCT: Debut

Elsewhere: Sclected Credits: Copy That
(Tarragon Theatre); Actually (Obsidian
Theatre); Miss Julie, A Doll’s House (Quarter
Century Theatre Company); Gash (Egro
Pink Fest workshop); Control Damaged (Call
Me Scotty Productions workshop); Let’s Go
(Theatre Passe Muraille); Bonds Beyond (Glass
Reflections Theatre Collective); The Model
Apartment (Toronto Centre for the Performing
Arts/ Harold Green Jewish Theatre); Lost
(Toronto Centre for the Performing Arts).
Selected Film/TV: Bad Kids (Winner of the
UTM Film Fest); Love Thong (Winner of the
Boston International's Film Festival); American
Gods (Amazon Prime/Star TV); Supergirl
(C'TV); Dreams (Film); Game Time (series).

Up Next: Revolt (Buddies in Bad Times
Theatre); Serving Elizabeth (Thousand Islands
Playhouse). Other: Tony is a graduate of
Humber’s Theatre Performance conservatory
and York University’s BFA program. Tony

is also a recording artist for hip hop group
Tambic. Tony is extremely excited to take you
all on this new adventure. www.tonyofori.com

ANDREW PENNER

Sound Designer

At WCT: Debut

Elsewhere: Andrew is an award-winning
artist who has worked in theatre at The
Stratford Festival, Soulpepper, Canadian
Stage, Crow’s Theatre, Obsidian Theatre,
Native Earth, Necessary Angel, and many
others. Andrew is a founding member of
the award winning, Kitchenband (Boblo—
Dora Award for Best Composition & Soun
Design— Reesor; Pelee, Petrichor; Detroit Time
Machine). Andrew is also a Dora Nominated

GEOFFREY POUNSETT

Actor (Spoon Rive; Boblo). Andrew has created
music for several films, including Small Town
Murder Songs, Cooking With Stella, One Week,
This Beautiful City, Eadweard and the television
series Lost Girl. He has also appeared on over
50 albums and has performed extensively
across North America and Europe. Most
recently, Andrew was composer/sound
designer for Fool For Love (Soulpepper)

and performed/music directed for Crow’s
Theatre’s Ghost Quartet. Andrew is also a
member of the band Harrow Fair. They

are set to release a new album entitled “Sins
We Made” due out April 17 (Roaring Girl/
Fontana North) and will be touring the UK
and North America throughout 2020.
www.andrewpenner.ca

GEOFFREY POUNSETT

Talbot/Maurice

At WCT: Debut

Elsewhere: Geoffrey is a Toronto-based
actor, director, educator, husband and dad
who has been fortunate to work in theatres
across Canada and Scotland. He’s happy

to return to BC, where he last performed

in Doubt at Theatre NorthWest in Prince
George. Favourite film & TV parts include /7,
Suats, Murdoch Mysteries and an ongoing role in
the upcoming Netflix series Grand Army.
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FEMINIST LAND ART RETREAT
FREE REIN

JANUARY 17 TO MARCH 21, 2020

kamloops ART GALLERY

Feminist Land Art Retreat, Gina, 2018 (detail), photograph Kamloops |BCe kag.bc.ca

Nicola Eye Care

Optometrists

* 101 -286 St Paul St. Kamloops, BC V2C 6G4
(250) 374-2441 | info@nicolaeyecare.com | nicolaeyecare.com




PROGRAM NOTES

DISHING UP JUSTICE IN SERVING ELIZABETH

My second most memorable museum experience — first forever is the immersive tours at the
Secwépemc Museum and Heritage Park — was not at the British Museum or the Louvre, but at
the humble People’s Story Museum in Edinburgh. There I saw, for example, not mere elegant
Victorian ball gowns, but detailed accounts of those who toiled in dreary conditions to create
them; not more monuments to a few “great men”, but artefacts —in the form of placards and
t-shirts — memorializing the many who opposed them. Who doesn’t appreciate wrongs righted,
especially when the “new” stories are evocative?

A similar impetus to give centre stage to the previously unheard is behind the world premiere
we are witnessing in Kamloops today: Marcia Johnson was moved, after viewing The Crown,

to write Serving Elizabeth “to give voice to the under-represented”, as she says in her program
notes, in this case to British subjects in Africa who were relegated to the background in the
Netflix series. Johnson has succeeded in creating an intellectually stimulating, emotionally
engaging play that features characters in their rightful positions while not sacrificing credibility.

Serving Elizabeth intellectually engages by juxtaposing fascinating historical events — the

1952 visit to Kenya by Princess Elizabeth during the death of King George VI and the not
unrelated Mau Mau Uprising (in which, importantly, Kenyan women played an instrumental
role) — with contemporary issues. This is not to suggest the circumstances of the protagonists

Continued next page...
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PROGRAM NOTES continued

in 1952 rural Kenya and 2015 London, England are parallel. However, Mercy’s position
as a black colonial woman, subject to temporary imprisonment and ongoing financial
punishment, who apparently compromises her ideals, inspires Tia, who, as a young black
Canadian intern in a British television studio, faces certain barriers of her own. Tia’s
eventual defiance of the perpetuation of colonial attitudes is inspired by her creation of a
spirited alternative — much as Johnson reacted to the Netflix series.

Johnson stimulates emotional engagement by transcending types and employing humour.
While a lesser playwright might be forgiven for resorting to stereotypes, Johnson infuses her
characters with complexity, empathy, and grounding. I most anticipate the scenes in which
Mercy confronts the princess and Tia marches into her nemesis’s fancy home: the outcomes
in each case are unexpected, but credible and delightful.

Both Mercy and Tia pull off something ultimately more fulfilling than revenge —
satisfaction, with their self respect intact. Every indication is that Marcia Johnson will
have a similar experience as her play debuts. Chances are also excellent that experiencing
Serving Elizabeth shining the spotlight on the worthy underdog will prove memorable for us
audience members.

Ginny Ratsoy
Associate Professor of English
Thompson Rivers University
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DAUGHTER

By Kenneth T. Williams

MARCH 12 TO 21
PAVILION THEATRE
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HALF ART, HALF SCIENCE. ALL STYLE.
When the flagship sedan embraces innovative hybrid
technology, you get an Accord that spends less time at
the pump without sacrificing performance and comfort.
When a car looks this good, it's hard not to brag, once
seated, refined, luxurious features surround you. When it
comes to efficiency, the Accord Hybrid can be summed up
in five words: top-class fuel consumption ratings. But why
stop there? The innovative third-generation two-motor
hybrid powertrain proves the Accord Hybrid is not joking
around. Don’t be shy. Say hello to the All Luxury Accord
Hybrid Sedan.

HYBRID

SOME FEAR THE FUTURE. OTHERS DRIVE IT.
Live today with a love for tomorrow. Here’s to hitting
the fast lane while skipping the gas lane. Here’s to do-
ing good and looking good doing it. There’s no better
feeling than arriving in a car as beautiful and sleek as
the Honda Insight, except the satisfaction of knowing
it's also a hybrid. This hybrid is on a mission to do
good for the earth, and your look. Sporting a wide,
powerful stance complete with Honda’s signature fly-
ing wing grille and bold facia, the Insight is the perfect
accessory to your driveway.

CLARITY

POWER YOUR TRIP WITH ELECTRIC OR GAS.
Offering the benefits of an electric car, with the freedom
of a hybrid. Using high-capacity batteries for all-elec-
tric driving and, and a gas-powered engine as back
up. Recharge the battery while cruising, regenerative
braking recharges the battery every time the accelera-
tor is lifted and each time .
the brakes are applied.
Use the gas powered
engine, battery powered
electricity or a combina-

PLUG-IN 1vysriD tion of both. Your choice!
Wi Kamloops Honda Kamloops
A Proudly supporting Honda

HOMDA Western Canada Theatre www.kamloopshonda.ca



