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Raise students’ 
reading levels, 
one strategy at 
a time

Based on the 
findings of 
the National 
Reading Panel

Engages 
students

Supports all 
teachers in 
whole school 
reading reform

AMP Reading System, 
Level 1 Classroom System

Students who have difficulty reading are not equipped for the challenges of middle 
school and high school. The AMP Reading System uses research-based content 
combined with best practices in instruction to help striving readers learn. 

The AMP Reading System focuses on the seven strategies that are proven to have the 
greatest effect on students’ reading skills. Each strategy is taught in depth for eighteen 
lessons. This allows students to thoroughly explore each strategy and incorporate it into 
their reading practices.

The National Reading Panel analyzed more than 200 research studies on reading 
comprehension, vocabulary, and fluency, noting the methods that were most effective 
for students. The AMP Reading System is based on these proven strategies. Aligned with 
Reading Next, it provides the focused instructional approach to help students increase 
their reading skills for improved academic performance overall.

85% peer-selected nonfiction reading passages and appealing graphics engage students 
and hold their attention. Text selections for the AMP Reading System incorporate results 
from a survey of secondary students and reflect their interests. This keeps students 
motivated to read and interact with the program. Materials are partitioned into “chunks” 
that students can internalize easily and apply to school work and independent reading.

Materials from the AMP Reading System also provide a consistent instructional design 
that helps teachers. FYI notes and research references are woven throughout the teacher’s 
manual to offer pedagogical background information. In addition, ELL/ESL strategies 
are included with every lesson. The program even offers a professional development 
DVD that features program author Dr. Timothy Shanahan and classroom teachers 
modeling lessons in a secondary classroom. Customized reading strategies for math, 
science, and social studies enable content-area teachers to reinforce and apply the 
comprehension strategies taught in the AMP Reading System in their own classrooms 
with content-area texts.



Built on a solid 
foundation 

of scientific 
research

Comprehension instruction in the AMP Reading System is based primarily on 
the findings of the National Reading Panel (NRP) report from 2000. Most of 
the studies analyzed for that report were conducted with students in the upper 
grades. This connects NRP findings most directly to secondary students’ 
reading instruction. The factors cited are proven to help students learn.
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Research Shows… …AMP Reading System Delivers! 

Critical  
Success Factors

 
NRP Research Base

 
Research Into Action

Vocabulary F   Instruction in vocabulary should 
focus on high-utility words 
students need to understand in 
order to develop as readers.

F   The vocabulary words in the AMP Reading System are those that 
students encounter with the greatest frequency in middle- and 
high-school texts.

 F   Students must be given multiple 
opportunities to encounter the 
words in varying contexts.

F   Students are given multiple exposures to the words in examples 
in the instructional lessons, in practice activities and word sorts, 
in short passages, and in the AMP Library Books.

Comprehension F   Instruction in comprehension 
should be focused on a small 
number of key reading strategies 
and skills.

F   Each level teaches one comprehension strategy at a time 
beginning with the strategy shown to result in the fastest gains — 
summarizing — and continues in order with the other strategies 
proven most effective: questioning, previewing/predicting, text 
structure, visualizing, inferring, and metacognition.

F   Explicit and intense teaching 
of comprehension strategies 
improves students’ reading 
comprehension.

F   Teaches one comprehension strategy at a time over a three- to 
six-week period. Each strategy is applied to short, “chunked” 
passages in the AMP Library Books and to content-area reading.

Fluency F   Direct instruction in fluency can 
improve students’ comprehension.

F   A single aspect of fluency is focused on, modeled, and practiced 
in each comprehension strategy lesson.

F   Guided oral reading with 
repetition gives struggling 
students a clear learning benefit.

F   Students are guided to reread text aloud through proper 
pronunciation and phrasing, smoothness, expression and 
volume, pace, and accuracy.

 Peer Reading F   Learning is best achieved when 
viewed as a social process. 
Students need opportunities 
to interact with other students 
throughout the learning process

F   Every lesson in the AMP Reading System provides opportunities 
for focused pair and small group interaction.

Independent 
Reading

F   To develop as readers, striving 
students need substantial 
opportunities to read text at their 
independent reading level with 
high interest topics.

F   The AMP Library Books provide daily opportunity  
for high-interest reading at students’ independent  
reading levels with 85% nonfiction topics selected  
by polling secondary students.

For more information or 
references on the research that 
informs the AMP Reading System, 
visit www.AMPforSuccess.com.
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The National Reading Panel identified the seven comprehension strategies 
that most successfully increase student performance. The AMP Reading 
System teaches each strategy individually, in the order of greatest impact:

The program gives students ample opportunity to learn and apply each 
strategy. Eighteen lessons in each unit incorporate vocabulary, fluency, and 
comprehension into in-depth exercises. Students learn how to integrate new 
practices into their classroom and independent reading.

Each unit also provides ‘Read on your Own’ exercises that encourage 
students to explore reading with engaging passages from AMP Library Books. 
These books are also available on audio CD and electronically through the 
AMP Online Library. The various formats of the AMP Library Books enable 
teachers to select the mode of delivery to best meet the needs of their students.

1	Summarizing

2	QueStioning

4	text	Structure

ViSualizing5	
inferencing6	

metacognition7	

3	PreVieWing



Meet  
distinguished 

author  
Dr. Timothy 
Shanahan:  
an expert 

classroom 
practitioner

Dr. Timothy Shanahan is Professor of 
Urban Education at the University of 
Illinois at Chicago where he is Director of 
the UIC Center for Literacy. He was the 
Director of the Chicago Reading Initiative 
for the Chicago Public Schools, a school 
improvement effort serving 437,000 
children. His research focuses on the 
relationship of reading and writing, school 
improvement, the assessment of reading 
ability, and family literacy. Professor 
Shanahan is on the Advisory Board of the 
National Family Literacy Center. He served 
on the White House Assembly on Reading, 
and the National Reading Panel (NRP), a 
group convened by the National Institute of Child Health and Development 
by the request of the U.S. Congress to evaluate research on successful 
methods of teaching reading. He was co-chair of the fluency sub-group and 
the methodology sub-group of the NRP. Dr. Shanahan is President of the 
International Reading Association (IRA) 2006-2007.

Meet the Pearson Reading Intervention Advisory Board: 
oversight you can trust.

Dr. Donald Deshler is a professor of Education and Special Education at the 
University of Kansas and Director of the Center for Research on Learning 
(CRL), where he has developed and administered the Strategic Instruction 
Model (SIM), a model based on nearly 25 years of research into addressing 
adolescent literacy. He has been recognized by the federal government and 
has participated in the panel of Reading Next.

Dr. Cynthia Greenleaf is the Co-Director of the Strategic Literacy Initiative, 
at WestEd, which focuses on professional development and research for 
and about middle and high school educators, teacher leaders and teacher 
educators in the San Francisco Bay area and nationally.

Dr. John Guthrie is a professor of Human Development and Director of the 
Maryland Literacy Research Center at the University of Maryland at College 
Park, where he is the principal researcher and designer for Concept Oriented 
Instruction (CORI). The National Reading Conference awarded him the 
Oscar Causey Award for outstanding contributions to reading research in 
1992. Dr. Guthrie served on the panel of Reading Next: A Vision for Action 
and Research in Middle and High School Literacy.

Dr. Ernest Morrell is an assistant professor of teacher education at Michigan 
State University, and he also directs an annual Critical Research and Writing 
Seminar for urban teens, parents, and teachers.
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2	QueStioning

4	text	Structure

metacognition7	



Introduces eight 
vocabulary words 
at the start of each 
lesson to ensure 
mastery.

Supplies simple, 
student-generated 
examples that 
personalize word 
learning. 

Stimulates discussion 
so that students are 
actively engaged in 

developing deep 
knowledge of word 

meanings.

Excites students’ 
interest with a 

“coach” that ties 
vocabulary to the 

unit theme.

Student Guide, Level 1, Volume 1, pages 2 (top) and 3 (bottom)

High-utility 
vocabulary 
introduced 
with explicit 
instruction

�



Ensures thorough 
mastery by teaching 
each strategy in 
chunks.

Builds awareness 
of the strategy so 
students can become 
active participants of 
their learning.

Student Guide, Level 1, Volume 1, page 5 (top) and 6 (bottom)

Comprehension 
strategies are 
systematically 
taught one at

a time
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Scaffolds 
understanding 

through questions 
so students can 

begin to build 
comprehension 

strategies.

Improves 
comprehension 

through repeated 
exposures to 

vocabulary.

Targets fluency 
through paired read-
alouds that promote 

social learning.



Monitors student 
comprehension 
through strategic 
STOP points.

Student Guide, Level 1, Volume 1, page 7

Empowers students 
by providing them 
with a choice and 
allows for a personal 
response.

AMP Library Book, 
Sports on the Edge, page 7

Frequent headings 
facilitate previewing and 
provide stop points for 
checking comprehension. 

�

Vocabulary 
and fluency 

integrated with 
comprehension

Supports vocabulary 
and fluency 
development 
throughout activities



Peer reading 
strategies 

can be 
incorporated 
into lessonsLesson formats make it easy to encourage students to work in groups. 

Interaction with peers helps reinforce strategies as they learn.

Provides an 
opportunity to apply 
the comprehension 
strategy to content-

area reading. Content area 
application 

deepens 
students’ 

comprehension

Student Guide, Level 1, Volume 1, page 27

To see the 
summarizing 
lesson in  
Social Studies 
turn to page 13.
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Reading on 
paper or 
online

AMP Library books provide plenty of high interest independent reading 
options to reinforce the strategy instruction found in the student guide. 
85% nonfiction, student-selected topics motivate students and hold their 
attention. The AMP Online Library actively engages students in learning 
at their own level. Students can listen to text as they read it on screen and 
animated reading coaches help monitor their comprehension.

Supports 
direct 
instruction 
through 
related 
reading

AMP Online Library

�

Actively 
engages 
students 
through 
independent 
practice AMP Library Book, 

 Sports on the Edge, page 3

Brings the 
vocabulary 
words to life 
with multiple 
exposures in 
high-interest 
content.

Differentiates 
learning by 
providing 
three levels of 
scaffolding to 
appropriately 
support all 
students.

Supports 
and monitors 
comprehension 
with animated 
coaches that 
students can 
relate to.



Helps monitor 
students’ 
progress 

with formal 
and informal 

evaluation

Each unit review also provides an opportunity for students to pause and 
reflect on the strategy they’ve just studied. Writing exercises encourage them 
to think about the strategy they’ve learned.

Student Guide, Level 1,  
Volume 1, page 56

Assessment Masters, page 11

Monitors students’ 
progress with 
Reflection pages 
found at the end 
of the unit.

Prompts students to 
be mindful of what 
they’re learning so 
they can take 
ownership of 
their success.

Saves time and effort 
with convenient 

Blackline Masters. 

Zeros in on students’ 
progress with mid- 

and end-of-unit 
assessments. 

�



Point-of-use 
wrap-around 
support 
strengthens 
instruction.

Creates anticipation, 
elicits prior knowledge 
and builds background 

for the unit theme 
through suggested 

approaches.

Supplies explicit, 
scientifically research-
based techniques 
critical for both the 
novice and expert 
teacher.

Teacher’s Edition, Level 1, Volume 1, pages 1D–1

�0



Directs teachers’ to 
background rationale 
to acquire insight into 
the lesson strategy 
or skill.

Teacher’s Edition, Level 1, Volume 1, page 2

��

Professional 
development 
opportunities

A Professional Development DVD gives teachers 
the option of learning more about teaching 
reading in a secondary setting. The DVD includes 
instructional support, with lesson modeling by Dr. 
Timothy Shanahan, the author of the AMP Reading 
System and a master teacher.



Electronic 
teacher tools 
monitor 
student 
and class 
progress

The AMP Online Library provides an additional format for students to use as 
they read the independent selections provided by the program. At the same 
time, teachers can observe their work as the progress through the readers and 
answer questions online.

Provides teachers with 
a  comprehensive view of 
student progress.

Monitors student progress with 
a Work Log that stores students’ 

responses and enables teachers to 
respond to them with feedback.

To learn more about the 
teacher tools in the AMP 
Online Library, visit  
www.AMPforSuccess.com

The AMP Reading Online 
Library was created in 
collaboration with the 

Center for Applied Special 
Technology (CAST).  

For more information,  
visit www.cast.org.

��



Support 
teachers 

across 
subject areas

The AMP Reading System includes manuals to help teachers apply the 
strategies students study in other disciplines. Transform school performance 
with customized reading strategies in social studies, math, and science.

Suggests ways 
to apply each 
comprehension 
strategy to content-
area texts.

Also Available 
in Math and 

Science

��

Customized Reading Strategies Manual for Social Studies,  
page 12



Improves 
performance 
by targeting 
strategies 
in critical 
sequence.

��

Teacher’s Edition, Level 1, Volume 1, pages T20–T21

Introduces 
comprehension 
strategies in the 

order shown 
to result in the 
fastest student 

gains.
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Other 
resources 
from  
Pearson

Determine reading levels and monitor progress

Two reading assessment tools help teachers pinpoint students’ 
reading strengths and weaknesses, and monitor response to 
intervention.

Reading-Level Indicator

In as little as 10 minutes, this quick reading test accurately 
determines independent and instructional reading levels for 
individuals or groups.

GRADE

The Group Reading Assessment and Diagnostic Evaluation 
(GRADE) provides detailed information about a student’s 
strengths and weaknesses in reading. Parallel forms can be used 
to test and retest to track students’ response to intervention 
activities.

��



For reading, 
seven is a 

successful 
number

Systematic reading intervention gets results!

An independent efficacy study shows 
that the AMP™ Reading System helps 
struggling readers improve their  
reading comprehension skills.  
The program teaches seven key  
strategies students can use to  
understand and enjoy reading.  
Print materials and optional online 
features provide absorbing lessons  
that they enjoy. 

Quick reading fluency practice builds skills

To help students increase oral reading fluency  
and comprehension, try new AMP™ QReads™.  

This practical intervention resource uses a proven 
educational structure to teach fluency through  

practice with short, engaging passages.  
Each lesson takes only fifteen minutes to complete. 

1-800-992-0244

Visit the Pearson website 
at www.pearsonschool.com/supplemental612

to learn more about our 
detailed intervention resources.

Customer Service



5910 Rice Creek Parkway, Suite 1000
Shoreview, MN 55126
800-328-2560
www.pearsonschool.com/supplemental612

The AMP Reading System – Each level is a complete course in reading intervention

 0-13-024849-5 Level 1 Classroom system (Reading Level: 3-4)
 0-13-024840-1 Level 2 Classroom system (Reading Level: 4-5)
 0-13-024851-7 Level 3 Classroom system (Reading Level: 5-6)

Call 800-992-0244 or visit www.pearsonschool.com/supplemental612
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