
Severe Mercy 
Exodus 4-15 
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Exodus 18:10–11  

He said, “Praise be to the Lord, who rescued 
you from the hand of the Egyptians and of 
Pharaoh, and who rescued the people from 
the hand of the Egyptians. Now I know that 
the Lord is greater than all other gods, for 
he did this to those who had treated Israel 
arrogantly.”  



IDOLATRY 

giving anything that is not God the trust and 
devotion that belong to God alone 
 

“One has [an idol] when a finite value is 
worshipped and adored and viewed as that 
without which one cannot receive life joyfully.”  

Thomas C. Oden  



IDOLATRY 

giving anything that is not God the trust and 
devotion that belong to God alone 
 

wealth 
romantic love 
beauty 
fame  

education 
career 
ministry 
family 



IDOLATRY 

giving anything that is not God the trust and 
devotion that belong to God alone 
 

Romans 1:25  

They exchanged the truth of God for a lie 
and worshiped and served the creation 
rather than the Creator, who is blessed 
forever! Amen. 
 



LESSONS FROM GOD VS. 

PHARAOH 
1. God demands our complete obedience 

2. Obedience doesn’t guarantee happiness 

3. Your idols will fail you 

4. Judgment is often motivated by mercy 



GOD’S MERCY AT WORK  

1 Timothy 2:1-4  

First of all, then, I urge that requests, 
prayers, intercessions, and thanks be 
offered on behalf of all people, even for 
kings and all who are in authority, that we 
may lead a peaceful and quiet life in all 
godliness and dignity… 



GOD’S MERCY AT WORK  

1 Timothy 2:1-4  

…Such prayer for all is good and welcomed 
before God our Savior, since he wants all 
people to be saved and to come to a 
knowledge of the truth. 



GOD’S MERCY AT WORK  

Ezekiel 33:11  

Say to them, ‘As surely as I live, declares 
the sovereign Lord, I take no pleasure in 
the death of the wicked, but prefer that the 
wicked change his behavior and live. Turn 
back, turn back from your evil deeds! Why 
should you die, O house of Israel?’  




