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• Vaccinations
• Parasite Control
• Diagnostic Testing
• ASV Guidelines
• Resources

Presentation Outline
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Vaccination
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Sheltering Overview
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Do we really need to vaccinate?

DiGangi BA, Levy JK, Griffin B, et al. Prevalence of protective antibody titers for feline panleukopenia virus, feline herpesvirus-
1, and feline calicivirus in cats entering Florida animal shelters. JAVMA 241(10), 2012.
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Timing of vaccination
• How quickly do adults respond to vaccination? 
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Timing of vaccination
• What about puppies and kittens?
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Type of vaccine

Modified Live Vaccines Killed Vaccines

Pros Cons Pros Cons

Better at overcoming 
maternal antibody

May cause mild signs 
of disease

Does not cause signs 
of illness

Less able to overcome 
maternal antibody

More rapid onset Can cause disease in 
developing fetuses

No risk to developing 
fetuses

Requires adjuvant 
which can increase 

reactions
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Feline herpesvirus, calicivirus, panleukopenia

• MLV
• Administer at or before intake
• Start at 4 weeks of age
• Kittens: repeat every 2 weeks until 16-20 weeks of age
• Adults: repeat once in 2-3 weeks

Feline leukemia
• Only with group housing or long-term stay
• Start at 8 weeks of age
• Repeat once in 3-4 weeks
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https://www.aaha.org/guidelines/canine_vaccination_guidelines.aspx

Updated 2-3-18

Canine Distemper Virus, Adenovirus-2, Parvovirus

• MLV or recombinant +/- Parainfluenza
• Administer at or before intake
• Start at 4 weeks of age
• Puppies: repeat every 2-3 weeks until 18-20 weeks of age
• Adults: repeat once in 2-3 weeks

Bordetella bronchiseptica + Parainfluenza
• Intranasal +/- Adenovirus 2
• Administer at intake
• Start as early as 3-4 weeks of age

https://www.aaha.org/guidelines/canine_vaccination_guidelines.aspx
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Who to vaccinate

Yes No

Injured < 4 weeks old

Mild illness (fever < 103.5) Severe illness  Isolate!

Pregnant/nursing

When in doubt, vaccinate!
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Vaccine handling

Maintain the cold train!
• Unpack within 1 hour of delivery

• DO NOT use if ice packs are 
melted

• Store in refrigerator
• Monitor temperatures
• Transport in a cooler
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Vaccine administration

YES!
• Administer within 1 hour 
• Use correct route
• Protect from extreme 

temperatures
• Label syringes

NO!
• Split doses
• Use expired vaccines
• Mix multiple products
• Interchange diluents
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Vaccine administration
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Vaccine administration

Rabies
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Vaccine administration

Rabies

FVRCP

DA2PP
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Vaccine administration

Rabies

FVRCP

DA2PP

FeLV
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Possible complications

Mis-
injection

• Clean spilled product
• Re-administer full amount

Injection 
Site 

Reaction

• Lump, pain, swelling
• Appear within hours to days 
• Typically self-limiting
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Possible complications

• Lump 
increases 
in size after 
1 month

1

• Lump 
> 2cm in 
diameter

2

• Lump 
present > 3 
months

3

1-2-3 Rule for reactions
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Possible complications

Systemic Reaction - Mild
• Soreness, lethargy, anorexia, fever
• Clinical signs of disease
• Self-limiting (1-3 days)

Systemic reaction - Severe
• Anaphylaxis: vomiting, diarrhea, difficulty breathing, hives, facial 

swelling, collapse
• Minutes to days after vaccination
• Immediate veterinary care required
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Don’t forget to 
document!

• Medical record
• Legal proof – rabies
• Communicates to veterinarians/adopters
• Directs future treatment
• Review in event of outbreaks 
• Record of complications

• Vital to animal’s continued care
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Don’t forget to 
document!
• Necessary info

• Date
• Initials of person administering
• Product name
• Expiration date
• Manufacturer
• Route & site of injection
• Lot/serial number
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Vaccination take away
• Follow best practices

• Vaccinate on intake
• Vaccinate all animals
• Use modified live virus products

• Take care of your vaccine investment
• Maintain the cold train!
• Don’t mix products
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Parasite Control
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Parasite Control

• Animal and human health depend on it
• On intake and throughout shelter stay
• Treatment options vary

• Parasite lifecycle
• Prevalent parasites in region
• Obvious infection in animal
• Surveillance based
• Minimum - rounds and hooks
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Internal Parasites
Adults

• Treat on admission
• Repeat in 2 weeks, then monthly

Puppies & Kittens
• Treat on admission, beginning at 2 weeks of age
• Repeat every 2 weeks until 16 weeks of age

Options
• Pyrantel pamoate (Strongid®)
• Fenbendazole (Panacur®)
• Ivermectin
• +/- Ponazuril for puppies & kittens
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Internal Parasites

Feline roundworm: 2019 YTD Canine hookworm: 2019 YTD
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External Parasites

• Depends on region
• Treatment

• Treat on admission
• Repeat monthly

• Options
• Topicals if possible

• Easy to administer
• Broad spectrum
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Parasite control

Environmental Considerations

Internal Parasites External Parasites

Bathe animal after treatment Consider flea lifecycle

Clean and disinfect environment Trim tall grasses
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Diagnostic Testing



39

©  2018  ASPCA®.   All Rights Reserved.

Disease in 
Question

Shelter 
Operations

Testing 
Options

Animal & 
Human 
Health

When To Test?
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Disease

Is it life-threatening?

Is it common?

What treatment is required?

How contagious is it?

Is it zoonotic?



41

©  2018  ASPCA®.   All Rights Reserved.

Shelter 
Operations

Does it fit with organizational 
mission?

Are resources available?

Will it impact ability to provide 
other services?

Do results alter operations?
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Testing 
Options

Are resources available?

• Staff training, knowledge, skill?
• Staff time?
• Financial

Can you obtain appropriate 
samples?

Will disease prevalence affect 
accuracy?

Can you obtain tests?
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Animal and 
Human 
Health

Zoonotic 
Potential?

Is it contagious to 
other animals?
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Diagnostic Testing



45

©  2018  ASPCA®.   All Rights Reserved.

Diagnostic Testing

• Key Points
• Do you have the resources?
• Will it alter your treatment?
• How will it impact other 

animals/people?
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ASV GUIDELINES
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Guidelines
• Need for standards of care in shelters
• Intent

• Applicable and relevant to any/broad range 
shelters, regardless of mission

• Animals’ needs remain the same
• Scientifically based

• Can be used by variety of shelter personnel: 
directors, managers, vets

• Emphasizes importance of shelter medicine in 
program



48

©  2018  ASPCA®.   All Rights Reserved.

Resources
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sheltermedicine@aspca.org
www.ASPCAPro.org

mailto:sheltermedicine@aspca.org
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