
 

IGCSE 
London Examinat ions IGCSE 

IGCSE Engl ish Lit erat ure (4360) 

Additional Teacher Support Material 

Oct ober 2005 

Addit ional Teacher Support  Mat erial  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

L
o

n
d

o
n

 E
x
a

m
in

a
ti

o
n

s 
IG

C
S
E

 

E
n

g
li

sh
 L

it
e

ra
tu

re
 

 S
to

ri
e

s 
fr

o
m

 A
ro

u
n

d
 t

h
e

 w
o

rl
d

 

 B
e

tr
a

y
a

l 
 

del ivered local ly,  recognised global ly 





London Examinat ions IGCSE Engl ish Lit erat ure (4360) 

Addit ional Support  Mat erial  for St ories f rom Around t he World 

1

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is an addit ional websit e resource provided by Edexcel Int ernat ional t o 

support  IGCSE Engl ish Lit erat ure.  This resource provides learning mat erial  

for:   

 

Stories from Around the World 
 

 

 

This resource considers t he t hree st ories under t he t heme of  BETRAYAL: 

 

Country Lovers by Nadine Gordimer  

 

The Bamboo Blind by Seema Jena 

 

Everyday Use by Al ice Walker 
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Country Lovers 
by Nadime Gordimer 

 

 

Before reading 
 

In 1948 t he Nat ional Part y began t o pass laws t o int roduce a syst em of  

apart heid in Sout h Af rica and it  was not  unt i l  1992 t hat  t he syst em was 

of f icial ly abol ished.  

 

Activity  

In pairs  

• discuss t he meaning of  apart heid 

• research what  kinds of  laws were passed and  

• consider what  daily l i fe must  have been l ike for a black Sout h Af rican 

at  t his t ime.   Share your f indings wit h t he rest  of  t he class.  

 

 

Exploring the text 
 

How well do I know the story? 

 

1.  A local TV st at ion want s t o broadcast  t his st ory on t he evening 

news.   Imagine you are a newsreader and t hat  you have less t han 

one minut e t o present  t he main point s t o your TV audience.   Think 

careful ly about  what  aspect s of  t he st ory you would choose t o 

highl ight .   Prepare your bul let in and present  it  t o t he rest  of  t he 

class.  
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2.  Gif t s are signif icant  as several are given and received during t he 

course of  t he st ory.   Put  t he fol lowing f ive present s in t he order t hat  

t hey are given,  st at ing for each who gave it  and t o whom: 

 

 Gift 
Your order:  

B,  A,  etc.  
Given by To whom 

A a pink plastic bath? 

 

 

   

B a painted box? 

 

 

   

C a tin of Johnson’s 

Baby Powder? 

 

   

D a red plastic belt 

and gilt hoop 

earrings? 

   

E a bracelet? 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Characters 
 

Use t he fol lowing quest ions (making sure each answer is support ed by 

quot at ions) t o help you build a charact er st udy of  t he fol lowing t wo main 

charact ers.   Work t oget her in groups of  t wo or t hree before sharing your 

ideas wit h t he rest  of  t he class.  

 

Paulus 

 

1.  When quest ioned,  why doesn’ t  Paulus t el l  his f r iends t he t rut h about  

who made t he bracelet  for him? 
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2.  When t alking about  his boarding-school l i fe,  in what  ways can Paulus be 

seen as sl ight ly boast ful  and want ing t o impress Thebedi?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  At  t he river-bed,  we are t old ‘ t hey had known one anot her always’ .   

What  do you t hink t he aut hor real ly means by ‘ always’ ? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  On more t han one occasion,  t he aut hor reminds us t hat  Paulus has 

plent y of  ot her female at t ent ion and cont act .   Find t hese occasions and 

explain why you t hink she del iberat ely does t his.  
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5.  Up unt i l  Paulus visit s Thebedi in t he kraal ,  t he aut hor port rays t he t wo 

lovers and t heir secret  relat ionship most ly sympat het ical ly.   How might  

our view of  Paulus change however,  in t he l ight  of   

 

a) his ‘ grimace of  t ears,  anger and self -pit y’    

 

 

 

 

 

 

b) his comment  ‘ I feel l ike kil l ing myself ’ ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.  Do you t hink Paulus is a self ish charact er?  Or do you t hink his react ion 

t o t he baby’ s fair colouring is a real ist ic one when considering t he 

cult ural and social divisions bet ween t hem?  Explain your reason(s).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



London Examinat ions IGCSE Engl ish Lit erat ure (4360) 

Addit ional Support  Mat erial  for St ories f rom Around t he World 

6

 

7.  What  import ance do you at t ach t o t he fact  t hat  Paulus repeat edly refers 

t o t he baby girl  as ‘ i t ’  when he f irst  sees her and discusses her wit h 

Thebedi? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8.  In court ,  Paulus denies poisoning t he baby,  but  as readers we st rongly 

suspect  he did.   Examine t he various reasons for his act ions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9.  At  t he st art  of  t he st ory we are t old ‘ The t rouble was Paulus Eysendyck 

did not  seem t o real ize t hat  Thebedi was now simply one of  t he crowd 

of  farm children down at  t he kraal…’  Do you t hink t hat  he j ust  did not  

‘ real ize’  or t hat  he knew perfect ly wel l  but  chose t o ignore it ?  Explain 

your answer.  
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Thebedi 

 

1.  Fearing t hat  it  wil l  lead t o t rouble,  Thebedi,  l ike Paulus,  l ies about  t he 

source of  a gif t  she is given as she t el ls her fat her t he belt  and earrings 

were a reward f rom t he farmer’ s wife.   Yet ,  why does she risk discovery 

by boast ing about  having a ‘ sweet heart ’  t o her girl f r iends? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  Why does Thebedi put  her shoes on when Paulus is back f rom boarding-

school? 
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3.  Thebedi chooses t o t el l  Paulus neit her t hat  she is going t o marry nor 

t hat  she is pregnant .   Discuss her reasons for t his.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  Nj abulo buys baby product s ‘ for Thebedi’ s baby’  — why doesn’ t  t he 

aut hor say ‘ for t heir baby’ ?  How is t he aut hor t rying t o inf luence our 

t hinking here? 
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5.  When Paulus visit s t he kraal we are t old Thebedi’ s ‘ eyes begin t o glow,  

t o t hicken wit h t ears. ’   Who is she crying for and why?  Is t here more 

t han one explanat ion for her t ears? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.  Do you t hink t here is st rong evidence t o suggest  Thebedi was aware of  

Paulus’  int ent ions t o kil l  t heir baby,  or do you t hink she was ignorant  of  

it ?  Find references t o support  your viewpoint .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7.  How does Thebedi’ s evidence and behaviour at  t he preparat ory 

examinat ion cont rast  wit h t hat  at  t he t rial  a year lat er?  Why do you 

t hink she changes her version of  event s? 
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8.  In your opinion,  which charact er has more t o lose at  t he end of  t he st ory 

and why:  Paulus or Thebedi? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9.  To what  ext ent  do you feel Thebedi is equal ly responsible for t he baby’ s 

deat h? 
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And the moral of this story is… 

 

Short  st ories of t en have a moral ending which gives a message or lesson t o 

t he reader and is usual ly somet hing we learn as a direct  result  of  a 

charact er’ s behaviour or act ions.  

 

1.  Kil l ing a baby is moral ly wrong and inexcusable.   What  do Paulus’  

act ions t each us about  t he value of  l i fe and solut ions t o problems? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  In what  way are Thebedi’ s morals,  part icularly as a mot her,  equal ly 

quest ionable?  
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3.  In small  groups,  t ake one t heme f rom t hose below.   Discuss how t hat  

t heme is explored in t he st ory,  and report  back t o t he rest  of  t he class.  

Love 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prej udice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cult ure 
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The dif ferent  t ypes of  bet rayal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Language,  style and structure 

 

Language 

 

Repetition 

1.  Al lusions t o ‘ dark’  occur f requent ly in t he st ory when describing 

Thebedi,  along wit h a few references t o ‘ shade’ .   Find two examples of  

t his and discuss whet her t he aut hor is merely using t hese words t o 

describe Thebedi’ s skin colour,  or could t hey have ot her references? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  Which phrase is repeat ed t wice during t heir lovemaking t o highl ight  t he 

sincerit y of  t heir experience at  t his moment ? 
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Local vocabulary 

How do t he inclusion of  Sout h Af rican nouns add t o t he aut hent icit y of  t he 

set t ing?  Give one example.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Descriptive language 

1.  Paulus and Thebedi’ s union is described as knowing no boundaries as 

each fol lows ‘ an urge’  t o be wit h t he ot her.   What  does t he fol lowing 

phrase suggest  about  t he place of  race and cult ure in t heir relat ionship? 

t hey squat t ed side by side on t he eart h bank 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  How does t he st yle of  language change at  t he end of  t he st ory when t he 

aut hor describes t he court  case and t hen t he media int erest ? 
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Sentence lengths 

Reread t he sent ence near t he st art  of  t he st ory beginning ‘ When he was 

f if t een…’   and ending ‘ for t he black girl ,  Thebedi. ’   Why do you t hink t he 

aut hor uses such a long sent ence here,  aided by t he fourfold repet it ion of  

‘ When…’ ?  How might  it  ref lect  Paulus’  feel ings for Thebedi? 

 

 

 

 

 

Style 

Contrast 

1.  Cont rast  occurs several t imes in t he course of  t he st ory and one of  t he 

most  dist inct  examples is t he dif ference bet ween t he accept ed 

educat ional pat hs of  t he black and whit e children.   How does t he aut hor 

compare t he t wo? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  How does t he cont rast  bet ween Thebedi’ s secrecy t owards her fat her 

and t he boast  she t el ls her f r iends add t o t he dramat ic t ension? 
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3.  What  cont rast  can you f ind bet ween Thebedi’ s t wo dif ferent  pieces of  

evidence given one year apart ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Symbolism 

What  do you t hink Thebedi’ s gi l t  hoop earrings have come t o symbolise by 

t he end of  t he st ory,  and why? 

 

 

 

 

Irony  

Why is it  ironic t hat  Thebedi is wearing t he gil t  hoop earrings t hat  Paulus 

gave her during her f irst  t est imony in t he wit ness box when she accuses him 

of  murdering t he baby? 

 

 

 

 

Structure 

1.  Many short  st ories t ake place over a short  space of  t ime,  such as a few 

hours or a few days.  Count ry Lovers,  however,  t akes t he reader on a 

j ourney of  years.   How does t he aut hor mark t he passing of  t ime? 
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2.  Alt hough t he st ory const ant ly moves forward in t ime,  it  also refers back 

t o childhood in quit e a few places.   Why do you t hink it  does t his? 
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The Bamboo Blind 
by Seema Jena 

 

 

Before reading 

The t radit ion of  an arranged marriage (whereby t he marit al  part ners are 

usual ly chosen by t heir respect ive famil ies) is st i l l  a common form of  

marriage in several count ries in Sout h Asia,  especial ly in Bangladesh,  India,  

Pakist an and Sri Lanka.  

 

Activity 

Working in pairs,  writ e down three advant ages and three disadvant ages of  

t he arranged marriage t radit ion.   Now j oin up wit h anot her pair and discuss 

your ideas,  before sharing t hem wit h t he rest  of  t he class.  

 

Exploring the text 

 

How well do I know the story? 

 

The set t ing for t his st ory is mainly Manchest er in England,  but  t he main 

charact er Razia also det ails her previous l i fe in Lucknow,  India.  

 

1.  Which set t ing opens t he st ory and what  happens? 

 

 

 

 

2.  What  was Razia’ s l i fe l ike in Lucknow? 
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3.  Describe Razia’ s l i fe in Manchest er l iving wit h her in-laws.  

 

 

 

 

 

4.  What  is t he cause of  conf l ict  and how is it  resolved? 

 

 

 

 

 

Characters 

 

Razia 

 

1.  How does t he Oct ober weat her in Manchest er mirror Razia’ s emot ions in 

t he opening paragraph? 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  What  do you learn about  t he place of  women in Razia’ s cult ure f rom t he 

f irst  four paragraphs?  
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3.  What  do you learn about  Razia’ s own views on t hat  issue? 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  What  language in t he fourt h paragraph suggest s Razia feels imprisoned 

by her sit uat ion and surroundings? 

 

 

 

 

 

5.   We are t old t hat  Razia ‘ loat hed t he whole arrangement  behind t he 

bamboo bl ind’ .   Explain t he ‘ arrangement ’  she is referring t o and discuss 

why you t hink she f inds it  so dist ast eful.  
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6.   How do you imagine Razia fel t  when she was ‘ t old’  by her brot hers t hat  

her col lege educat ion was f inished and t hat  she would be bet t er of f  

learning t o cook and embroider? 

 

 

 

 

 

7.   ‘ Marrying someone l iving in England would be a dream come t rue. ’   

What  do you t hink Razia’ s ‘ dream’  about  her fut ure l i fe in England 

involves? 

 

 

 

 

 

8.   How far do you feel  Razia’ s ‘ dream’  is real ly a fant asy?  Describe her 

daily l i fe in t he house and her feel ings about  it s occupant s.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



London Examinat ions IGCSE Engl ish Lit erat ure (4360) 

Addit ional Support  Mat erial  for St ories f rom Around t he World 

22

 

9.    Why do you t hink Razia is so upset  by Hasina’ s remarks? 

 

 

 

 

 

10.  What  evidence suggest s she might  feel pat ronised by her mot her-in-  

law’ s comment s? 

 

 

 

 

 

11.   To what  ext ent  does Razia’ s at t it ude t owards Razak,  whilst  wait ing for  

him t o ret urn home,  appear negat ive and accusing? 

 

 

 

 

 

12.  Looking at  t he venet ian bl ind,  Razia says ‘ In Lucknow,  we cal l  i t  t he 

chilman. ’   

(a) What  is ironic about  Razak’ s solut ion t o her problem?  
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(b) Consider whet her Razia’ s l i fe in Manchest er is bet t er or 

worse t han her l i fe in Lucknow.  

 

 

 

 

 

13.   To what  degree do you feel Razia has been let  down by her own cult ure? 
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Razak 

1.  What  are our f irst  impressions of  Razak f rom t he descript ions given of  

him? 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  To what  ext ent  is Razak’ s observat ion about  l i fe in Manchest er,  ‘ In many 

ways it  is j ust  l ike Lucknow’ ,  act ual ly t rue? 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  How does Razak’ s choice of  evening ent ert ainment  cont ribut e t o Razia’ s 

growing sense of  isolat ion? 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  What  met hod does Razak use t o dissuade Razia f rom complaining about  

his family? 
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5.  What  is Razak’ s react ion t o Razia’ s out burst ? 

 

 

 

 

 

6.  Which simile is used in t he concluding scene t o refer t o Razak?  How far 

do you feel Razak deserves t his simile? 

 

 

 

 

 

And the moral of this story is… 

1.  What  lesson do you t hink t his st ory is t rying t o t each us about  l i fe?  

 

 

 

 

2.  To what  ext ent  must  we experience t hat  lesson ourselves for it  t o be a 

val id one,  rat her t han t hrough someone else’ s t eachings? 
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3.  To what  degree can Razia be seen as being bet rayed by her own cult ure? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Language,  style and structure 

 

Language 

Rhetorical questions 

These are used f requent ly by bot h Hasina and Razia’ s mot her-in-law.   Find 

one example f rom each charact er and explain what  ef fect  each has on t he 

t one of  t he passage at  t hat  point .  

Hasina:  
 

 

 

 

Razia:  
 

 

 

 



London Examinat ions IGCSE Engl ish Lit erat ure (4360) 

Addit ional Support  Mat erial  for St ories f rom Around t he World 

27

Imagery 

The aut hor uses personif icat ion t wice wit hin t he opening paragraph t o 

enrich her descript ion and set  t he mood of  t his scene.   Describe t he 

ef fect iveness of  each example.  

Example 1:  
 

 

 

 

Example 2:  
 

 

 

 

Local dialect  

What  does t he inclusion of  local dialect  at  various point s add t o t he st ory? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Style 
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Irony 

What  is ironic about  Razia’ s sit uat ion at  t he end of  t he st ory? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parallels 

We are invit ed t o draw paral lels bet ween Razia’ s l i fe in Lucknow and her 

l i fe in Manchest er.   Careful ly consider t he paral lels t hat  exist  bet ween t he 

fol lowing:  

1.  The melodramat ic and exaggerat ed words and act ions of  Begum Mazhar 

in Lucknow wit h t hose of  Razia’ s mot her-in-law in Manchest er 

 

 

 

 

2.  Razia’ s expect at ions of  daily l i fe in bot h set t ings 

 

 

 

 

3.  The chi lman and t he venet ian bl ind.  
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What other parallels exist? 

 

Structure 

The st ory is const ruct ed in a circular fashion,  since it  ends where it  began:  

in Razia’ s bedroom at  t he window.   How ef fect ively do you t hink t he aut hor 

weaves in t he background informat ion about  Lucknow int o t he course of  t he 

st ory,  wit hout  det ract ing f rom it s Manchest er set t ing? 
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Everyday Use 

by Al ice Walker 

 

 

Exploring the text 

 

How well do I know the story? 

 

The real ‘ act ion’  of  t his st ory doesn’ t  t ake place unt i l  af t er Dee arrives,  yet  

t he f irst  part  of  t he st ory st i l l  plays an import ant  part  in t he development  of  

t he st ory as a whole.  

 

What  background informat ion are we given in t his f irst  part  and how does it  

help us t o underst and what  happens in t he second part  wit h Dee’ s arrival?  

 

 

Characters 

 

The narrator (Maggie and Dee’s mother) 

1.  How does t he narrat or’ s unf lat t ering physical descript ion of  herself  and 

t he skil ls she is proud of  clearly cont rast  wit h t he way in which her 

daught er Dee would l ike her t o be in her TV dream? 
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2.  Af t er reading t he narrat or’ s dream,  what  do you imagine t he 

relat ionship bet ween Dee and t he narrat or is real ly l ike? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  The narrat or makes a couple of  init ial  references t o her relat ionship 

wit h whit e people and a few paragraphs lat er t el ls us ‘ in 1927 coloureds 

asked fewer quest ions t han t hey do now’ .   Look careful ly at  what  she 

says and discuss what  she means by t his st at ement  in part icular.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  The narrat or is heavily crit ical of  Dee’ s at t empt s t o ‘ improve’  her and 

Maggie once she st art s school.   What  language does she use which 

suggest s she is resent ful  of  Dee’ s behaviour? 
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5.  How far do you bel ieve t he narrat or is ful ly aware of  Dee’ s manipulat ive 

and crit ical behaviour when she t el ls us about  Dee’ s relat ionship wit h 

‘ Jimmy T’ ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.  During t he conf l ict  over t he quil t s,  what  do you t hink was t he t urning 

point  af t er which t he narrat or decisively t old Dee t hat  Maggie was 

having t hem? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7.  Why do you t hink t he narrat or refers t o Dee’ s hands as ‘ Miss Wangero’ s 

hands’  at  t he cl imax of  t his st ory? 
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8.  Which quest ion of  t he narrat or’ s in t he f inal passage suggest s she is now 

ready for bat t le wit h Dee and no longer prepared t o put  up wit h her 

rude behaviour? 

 

 

 

 

 

9.  What  does t he f inal image of  t he narrat or and Maggie calmly sit t ing 

t oget her out side imply about  how t hey view Dee’ s visit ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dee 

1.  What  are our f irst  impressions of  Dee t hat  are given in t he second 

paragraph? 
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2.  How do t hese impressions help prepare us when we act ual ly meet  her 

lat er on in t he st ory? 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  When t he f ire t akes place and Maggie is being rescued by her mum in a 

dist ressing scene,  what  is Dee doing?  How might  her behaviour surprise 

us at  a t ime of  such panic? 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  To what  ext ent  can Dee be described as a mat erial ist ic person? 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  What  evidence is t here t o imply t hat  Dee is ashamed of  her family? 
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6.  From t he way she is dressed,  what  gives us t he idea t hat  Dee is a person 

who l ikes t o be bot h seen and heard? 

 

 

 

 

 

7.  What  does Dee’ s name change suggest  about  her connect ion wit h her 

family? 

 

 

 

 

 

8.  What  do you t hink was t he real purpose of  Dee’ s visit ? 

 

 

 

 

 

9.  How does Dee’ s body language init ial ly make us bel ieve she wil l  keep 

t he quil t s she want s? 
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10.  Locat e t he t wo cont rast ing similes t he narrat or uses t o describe Dee’ s 

change of  mood f rom happy t o angry once she real ises she wil l  not  get  

t he quil t s.  How ef fect ive are t hey in each case?  

Simile 1:  
 

 

Ef fect iveness:  
 

 

 

 

Simile 2:  
 

 

Ef fect iveness:  
 

 

 

11.  Look at  Dee’ s last  t wo comment s t o her family which she speaks wit h a 

superior air.   What  does she mean by t hese? 
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And the moral of this story is… 

1.  There are several references t o change in t his st ory.   What  do you 

t hink t hese references are t rying t o t each us about  bot h changing 

ot her people and changing oneself? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  What  ot her t hemes does t his st ory explore? 
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Language,  style and structure 

 

Language 

 

The narrator 

We are given a very visual depict ion of  t he narrat or’ s physique wit h clear 

suggest ions of  mascul init y:  ‘ large,  big-boned…rough,  man-working hands. ’   

What  kind of  verbs are used in t his paragraph t o describe her ‘ skil ls’  and 

how do t hey support  t his mascul ine image? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Look at  t he quick succession of  four monosyl labic verbs t he narrat or uses 

wit hin one sent ence t owards t he end of  t he passage when she describes how 

she ‘ did somet hing’  she ‘ never had done before. ’    What  do t hese verbs 

suggest  about  t he narrat or’ s mood at  t hat  moment  in t ime? 
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Imagery 

The paragraph det ail ing Dee’ s at t empt s t o ‘ improve’  t he l ives of  her family 

is a part icularly vivid one and uses several met aphors t o describe it .  Clearly 

t he narrat or is a rel igious woman since she t alks about  God and church 

songs.  

 

1.  What  rel igious ceremony does t he fol lowing met aphor remind you of   

‘ She washed us in a river of  make-bel ieve’ ?  

 

 

 

2.  Why is it  a part icularly f i t t ing one in t his cont ext ?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  What  is ironic about  t he narrat or’ s choice of  met aphor in t he fol lowing 

l ine:  ‘ burned us wit h a lot  of  knowledge we didn’ t  necessarily need t o 

know’ ? 
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Style 

 

Humour 

What  examples of  humour can you f ind?  How does t he narrat or use humour 

t o make l ight  of  ot herwise serious comment s or issues? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First person narrative 

Everyday Use is t he only st ory in t he Bet rayal  sect ion t hat  uses t he f irst  

person narrat ive.   In what  ways does using t his viewpoint  add t o t he success 

of  t his st ory and involve us on a deeper level t han if  i t  were writ t en in t he 

t hird person narrat ive? 
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Audience address 

The narrat or addresses us direct ly on more t han one occasion:  ‘ You’ ve no 

doubt  seen…’  and ‘ Have you ever seen…. ’   What  ef fect  does t his have upon 

us as readers? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Direct speech 

Once Dee arrives,  a great  deal  of  conversat ion t akes place bet ween t he 

charact ers,  wit h some of  it  more heat ed t han ot hers.   How does t he 

inclusion of  direct  speech quicken t he pace of  t he narrat ive? 

 

 

 

 

Conversational tone 

Since we are direct ly addressed,  it  seems f it t ing for t he narrat or t o use a 

col loquial ,  chat t y st yle which she combines on occasions wit h rhet orical 

quest ions.   Find one example of  her conversat ional t one and one inst ance of  

t he narrat or using a rhet orical quest ion.  

Conversat ional 

t one:  

 

 

Rhet orical 

quest ion:  
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Structure 

1.  To what  ext ent  can t he st ruct ure of  t his st ory be l ikened t o a pat chwork 

quil t ?  Which charact er would you t herefore consider t o be t he ‘ t hread’  

t hat  t ouches every piece? 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  In what  way does t his st ory end where it  began,  but  wit h a vict ory for 

t he real vict im of  t his st ory,  Maggie? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exam practice 

 

In pairs, make brief  not es on how t o answer each quest ion before 
comparing ideas wit h t he rest  of  t he class.  Then pract ise answering a 
quest ion under t imed condit ions in class. 

 

• Show how conf l ict  is revealed in any TWO of  t he st ories f rom t he 

col lect ion.  

 

• ‘ Bot h Paulus and Thebedi are guil t y of  t heir baby’ s murder. ’   To what  

ext ent  do you agree wit h t his st at ement  about  t hese t wo charact ers 

in Count ry Lovers? 


