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PASHTO

Introduction

Pashto i1s an Iranian language of the Indo-
European family. There are over 17 million speakers
of Pashto, primarily in Afghanistan and Pakistan. In
Afghanistan, it is one of the two official languages
and it is the native tongue of approximately 35% of
the population. The other official language, Dari
(Persian), is spoken by about 50%. Although Pashto
1s an official language of Afghanistan and is arequired
subject in middle school, Dari is used primarily in
business and higher education. As a result, most
Pashtuns also speak Dari. However, many Dari
speakers do not have a good command of Pashto.

Pashto is spoken as a regional language by about
17 percent of the population of Pakistan. It is spoken
in the North West Frontier Province (Pakhtoonkhwa),
in the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA),
and in Balochistan. Itis also spoken in some Pakistani
cities like Karachi and Hyderabad. Pashto, however,
is not an official language in Pakistan (Urdu is the
offical language) and it is not taught in schools.



PASHTO

Introduction (continued)

Smaller communities of speakers can be found
in Northeast Iran, Tajikistan, India, and the United
Arab Emirates. The major Pashto-speaking cities are
Kabul, Jalalabad, Kandahar, Peshawar, and Quetta.

Athough Pashto has many dialects, the three
primary ones are:

* Northern - as spoken in Kabul and Jalalabad
(Afghanistan) and in the Northwest Frontier
Province (Pakistan);

* Southern - as spoken in Kandahar (Afganistan)
and Balochistan (western Pakistan and eastern
Iran);

* Central - as spoken in Wazirstan (northern
Pakistan).

These three dialects are mutually intelligible.
This course teaches the northern dialect as spoken in
Kabul, which will be understood through all Pashto-
speaking regions. Pashto is also called Pakhto,
Pushto, Pukhto, Pashtu, or Pushtu. The variation
in spelling reflects the different pronunciations in
different regions; speakers of the northern dialect say
“Pakhto” and speakers of the southern dialect say,
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PASHTO

Introduction (continued)

“Pashto.” This demonstrates the primary difference
between the southern dialect, which uses /sh/ and
/zh/ sounds, and the northern dialect, which uses
/kh/ and /gh/ sounds instead. The central dialect is
more similar in pronunciation to the southern dialect;
however, vocabulary differs somewhat.

Pashto uses a modified version of the Arabic
alphabet, with forty-five letters, as opposed to twenty-
eight in Arabic. The first written records of Pashto
date to the 16t century. In the 18t and again in the
20th century the script was standardized to include
additional letters representing sounds specific to
Pashto. Pashto does not have capital letters, but uses
an adapted form of Western punctuation. Written
Pashto has the following characteristics:

* [tisread from right to left, except for numbers,
which go from left to right. Pashto letters are
distinguished by one, two, or three dots, which
are placed above or below the letter — or, in some
cases, by the lack of dots.



PASHTO

Introduction (continued)

* As in English handwriting, most Pashto letters
connect to those that follow them. However, some
letters, called “non-connectors,” connect only to
letters that precede them.

*  When letters connect to a preceding letter, they
often modify their shape, undergoing a reduction
when the two are joined together.

* Some letters also modify their shape according
to their position in a word — depending on whether
they appear in initial, medial, or final position.

¢ In standard written Pashto, the so-called “short
vowels” are usually omitted. They may be repre-
sented by diacritical marks, as they are in these
reading lessons. The three “long vowels,” however
are separate letters and are always included.

* The appearance of some letters may vary,
depending on the choice of font.

A complete listing of the Pashto alphabet and the
diacriticals follows, starting on page 6. You should
use this chart for reference only, as all the infor-
mation you need to do the readings is contained on
the audio.



PASHTO

Introduction (continued)

There are twenty Pashto reading lessons recorded
at the end of the program. You may choose to do the
readings along with the units, starting with Unit 11,
or all together after completing the rest of the course.
Feel free to repeat the reading lessons as often as
necessary for practice with the Pashto alphabet and
the sounds the letters represent.

Some of the words and phrases you will read
are taught in this course, but many are not, and ---
especially in the early lessons --- a number of them
are simply syllables rather than actual words. Actual
words are used more and more as the number of
letters introduced increases, and in the final lessons
you will be understanding much of what you read.



PASHTO

Pashto Alphabet Chart
<= — — (Read from right to left) =— =—
Isolated | End |Middle|Beginning| Name | Spelling

I, L f | alef &
i Bl s - be 'S

¢ || = = pe =

< S A - te 9—‘

& o | 3 3 tte s
) S e 3 Se sz—'*

C C_ = N jeem e:\A

: . . . zeem or .

C c| = = Ze =
G— G’i— = - Che C‘SAv

N N . . seem or .

C & = = seorce| =
C C_ = =N he ‘}’A
c | =] & A khe | =

J L J J dal Jls

4 | 4 4 ddal Jly




PASHTO

Pashto Alphabet Chart (continued)

<= — =— (Read from right to left.) =— =—

Isolated | End |Middle |Beginning| Name | Spelling
3 S 3 3 Zaal JI3
2 S S 0 re ¢
I EAEE 3 the |
5o > 5 S| e |
3 3 5 3 zze %;3
2 | x| 2 2 ge ¢

M g —— —u seen Oyens
B o | i sheen Oyl
s Ol | 4k s kheen s
B o | = —_ swat ol
oS o | —_— zwat ols
Lo h| | L | twe | ook
Lo k| A | & | oawe | o
& - - S ain re




PASHTO

Pashto Alphabet Chart (continued)

<= — =— (Read from right to left.) =— =—

Isolated | End |Middle|Beginning| Name | Spelling
£ b e < ghain uA.r_
g_é J_ _1:_ =2 fe u_a
3 o 8 qaf sls
< < < < kaf L
S < < < gaf A
J J- L Jd lam \=Y

meem or
f - - - miim P
O O _ i noon O
O o Y 3 noorh w
he or
1) 4 ¢ .} rounded u_&
he :
3 s s 3 waw sls
strong .
S - - . ye - RN
s s - 2 ye T




PASHTO

Pashto Alphabet Chart (continued)

<= — =— (Read from right to left.) =— =—
Isolated | End |Middle |Beginning| Name | Spelling

= = + 2 soft ye 2 4:\.4.u4
feminine C e

© © ye |u e

c . verbal dl

) (€2 ye “ 32

< ’ he- | 4s°an

® N hamza u_h

¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ waw- . |

3 S 3 3 hamza | 8= 399




PASHTO

Diacritics
<= — =— (Read from right to left.) =— =—

Diacritic Name Spelling

”

zwar (above letter) 290

_ zer (below letter) gy

9 pekh (above letter) Ol

- mad (only above initial alef) o

¢ hamza (only in combi- .
nation with waw and he) b e

There is a fourth diacritic, called zwarakay, which
is rarely used in Pakhto. It is shown as a horizontal
line above a consonant and makes a schwa sound.

In Pashto there is a special letter combination, ¥,
called lam alef la, which represents the letter lam
followed by alef.
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PASHTO

Lesson One
<= — —  (Read fromright to left) — —

1505 .11 .
3] 12 ls 2
5113 ala 3
4] .14 Ials 4
Slal 15 5 5
151 .16 5l 6
alyi 7 Ay 7
sy 18 I5la 8
layi 19 laly 9
lasyls 20 515410
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PASHTO

Lesson Two

< — — (Readfromrighttoleft) — —
Sl 11 slsls
Sl 12 b 2
Slhat 13 53
Olsla 14 Ll 4
Ll 15 SIB
Syl 16 ola 6
lalew 17 oy
150, .18 IEIBI
50y .19 L 9
a3l 20 5L .10
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PASHTO

Lesson Three

-— — —

il

Sheasls

(Read from right to left.)
A1

12

13

14

A5

16

17

18

s .19

20

13

sl 5L
Y
L

J‘)Lt.u\d‘)l.n.:ﬂ

10



PASHTO

Lesson Four

<= — — (Read fromright to left) — =—

b 1 Slesld
el 12 ooyl 2
u\glbi-w 13 u;bb.:. 3
suls 14 R 4
Cwgd W15 J:’IJ;‘ S
eyl 16 b 6
&g 17 gesla 7
58 i 8

i .19 o9
Lls 20 i 10
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PASHTO

Lesson Five
< — — (Readfromright to left) — —

ob 1 )—‘3 1
G5 12 ul-u-u-' 2
Sl 13 sbdul 3
Syl 14 Ly 4
s 15 R
Qs 16 o 6
layl 17 ois T
BYTRNE 8
wd;*i 19 L .9
L 20 ouls 10
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PASHTO

Lesson Six

< — — (Read fromright to left.) — —
5L sk
sula 12 o 2
olbal 13 cuy 3
seuliy 14 CETIN
Oleual 15 Olalb 5
L .16 a6
) 17 Ll7
s I8 BYRR
5l 19 9
aAaly 20 ol 10
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PASHTO

Lesson Seven

<= — — (Read from right to left) =— =—

o 11 BYYVIREN|
IERE: lany 2
Oho13 el 3
Jsieul .15 Ol 5

2.0 -~
Ijl,’ 16 ‘)IJ.\I .6
JBIy b 17 Lia 7
JMA 18 oo 8
ok o .
$ouuls gl 20 ould 10
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PASHTO

Lesson Eight

< — — (Read fromright to left.) — —
<K 11 Loy
K 12 O 2
sl 13 w3
Slan 14 BYEG
oo 15 Jia 5
Jiis 16 Jay 6
S cals 17 cb 7
Jles 18 LK 8
ala 19 ol 9
Jaails 20 LK1 10
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PASHTO

Lesson Nine

<= — — (Read from right to left) =— =—
s 11 ol
Slal 12 Ji 2

2 -

Soul S 13 sba 3
S 14 lala 4
oal,bs 15 BYR
S ga ila 16 s 6
A 17 o)y 7
5yl Lo 18 S 8
s,y ol 20 a8 10
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PASHTO

Lesson Ten

<= — =— (Read from right to left.) =— =—

SYYIN | N SVRRR/A IV

Sl 12 8 g-Cu uAjil 2

&S 13 ALl 3
90 .14 g_“.LS:U.QI 4
u—*-‘u 15 S

Lreu 16 fed 6

o 17 ol T

Cadings 18 > 8
,

i 19 olis 9

by 20 GA..A .10
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PASHTO

Lesson Eleven

<= — =— (Read from right to left.) =— =—

Ay 11 A Cn

Css 12 Ua.sd.ga‘tg 2

-

“hy 13 U'AJ'C 3
Jis .14 al 4
o5 .15 gla s
AL 16 ¢l
slS axs 17 Oleel 7
% .o
6y 18 Lo 8
. :
&;‘LU-“ 19 3t 9
a lSa el el 20 &AL 10
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PASHTO

Lesson Twelve

-

Lad
Gl e
Lol

CH PN

(Read from right to left.)

A1

12

13

14

A5

.16

17

18

19

22

S olea s

Ey
:

wb o)

-,ﬁéﬁ S8 wbie)

1

2

10



PASHTO

Lesson Thirteen

-— — —

(Read from right to left.)

A A w0 oL

seaalSG
‘,,,5 s,k

.- 2
S‘).J.u élg.«.:bj‘):q

-’

K

Sl dS o

12

13

14

A5

17

18

19

23

P
-

7 -

2

10



PASHTO

Lesson Fourteen
<= — =— (Read from right to left.) =— =—

3 11 Gash

C)f:\b‘)s A2 .b‘)l.‘.):\\}t.ul.l&.u l..S 2

-

kK 13 allls 3
oale 14 Ll 4
2
Sloglas 15 A0S
2
lea 16 Aan 6
slass 17 fey 7
PR v KIS F a5k 8
2 2
slisl 19 JS o9
. 2
a2 sl sy 20 old 10
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PASHTO

Lesson Fifteen
<= — =— (Read from right to left.) =— =—

Olas) 11 gJ'JJS 1

2

oasa 12 aSale WMLT 2

Cgaiss 13 s 3
Lasl .14 a4

59 15 Sudy 5

JIs / Jsq 16 slss 6
499 17 RS

S .18 o/ L8

- 2
—_— b‘).t..u ‘2.3\9A \9..«.uL~.ﬁ .19 ‘)L.«.:u 9
.. L
T (599 20 u=a2a 10
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PASHTO

Lesson Sixteen

<= — =— (Read from right to left.)

“ e

(-]

\ ol
' 7

-

:~= g

-

q.‘é‘).oj&

A1

12

13

14

A5

16

17

18

20

26

60 Ll 6y

2
Olel wiglaa o

10



PASHTO

Lesson Seventeen

<~ — — (Readfromright toleft) =— =—
BT aiad
spbs .12 ﬁ]é 2
jjlg 13 Lﬁ)@ 3
8 ally sl 14 Oligh 4

, :

sylse 15 LA 5
i aglsd il 16 LA 6
L(§9 uA.‘ uu.l 17 SL}J.I;A 7
Qgsj&/&gqs%‘.&@.w o9y -8
5343/ 19 Sy 9
aglst 8 5¢S 85 0 20 ouabad 10
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PASHTO

Lesson Eighteen

<= — =— (Read from right to left.) =— =—

S oAl

Jol G odgi a2

iy ;4 3
KK 4
G5
wuly 6
salg 7
w8

Jas .10

28



PASHTO

Lesson Eighteen (continued)

<= — =— (Read from right to left.) =— =—

Gy .11

' e

oXle 12
5lg 13
SK55 14
. 2

QGJ‘Lﬂ‘sJ.:\\}:.uLL.u 15

2 .
.53 Olel ass Loy 16
4.I|_LIL9A A7
———5A:\J M&ut\_«.u 18



PASHTO

Lesson Nineteen

<= =— =— (Read from right to left) =— =—

$
Oheisiag 2
'f‘fQMJS*-;';’Jb,} 3
q\wl_}jl 4
e Ohus sy 5
} o~ ~
pores) (S Gl ey 6
oS A dily guuli /9 e S A Gl guls 7
2 . /” .
299
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PASHTO

Lesson Nineteen (continued)

<= =— =— (Read from right to left) =— =—

‘g %’-‘)] s yaea 1o

%JZ;:MJJ/S 8 gits & 9
e e
pglst JB G ougeus)

2l e i b g suuls
Lo Sl

o i) i

Coudi ligd Gy yige) seulio

‘s:s <LILJ{9A J:\ﬁé 4:\.'.3 é:) ,jl

31

A1

12

A3

14

A5

16

17

18

19

20



PASHTO

Lesson Twenty

<= — =— (Read from right to left.) =— =—

aSGle A T

) aSle g 2

— Jisa Yo 3

Tod gJS 4

el Yoeaww gl 5
AR U.JJ N 6

PR u.JJ 6 y08A 7
95,3:‘.@1/5&& 8

— ‘AJJMQL@LA 8y .9

95‘).“;3.0\5]5 594 ¢ 93 .10
32



PASHTO

Lesson Twenty (continued)

<= — =— (Read from right to left.) =— =—

—— &IQJ?Q#M@AH
fh @

s Syl gl

o 2l ) ol

s - {
sl 4 sa
pohs ol

o kil e o guls
R RV

ol L,

2
Olel 4w iglaa o
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A1

12

13

14

A5

16

17

18

19

20
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