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BOOK OF ENOCH

From-The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament
R.H. Charles
Oxford: The Clarendon Press

Section I. Chapters [-XXXVI

INTRODUCTION
[Chapter 1]

1 The words of the blessing of Enoch, wherewith he blessed the elect and righteous, who will be 2 living
in the day of tribulation, when all the wicked and godless are to be removed. And he took up his parable
and said -Enoch a righteous man, whose eyes were opened by God, saw the vision of the Holy Onein the
heavens, which the angels showed me, and from them | heard everything, and from them | understood as
| saw, but not for this generation, but for aremote one which is 3 for to come. Concerning the elect |

said, and took up my parable concerning them:

The Holy Great One will come forth from His dwelling,

4 And the eternal God will tread upon the earth, (even) on Mount Sinai,
[And appear from His camp]

And appear in the strength of His might from the heaven of heavens.

5 And al shall be smitten with fear
And the Watchers shall quake,
And great fear and trembling shall seize them unto the ends of the earth.

6 And the high mountains shall be shaken,
And the high hills shall be made low,
And shall melt like wax before the flame
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The Book of Enoch

7 And the earth shall be wholly rent in sunder,
And all that is upon the earth shall perish,
And there shall be ajudgement upon all (men).

8 But with the righteous He will make peace.

And will protect the elect,
And mercy shall be upon them.

And they shall all belong to God,
And they shall be prospered,
And they shall all be blessed.

And He will help them all,
And light shall appear unto them,
And He will make peace with them'.

9 And behold! He cometh with ten thousands of His holy ones
To execute judgement upon all,
And to destroy all the ungodly:

And to convict all flesh
Of all the works of their ungodliness which they have ungodly committed,
And of al the hard things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.

[Chapter 2]

1 Observe ye everything that takes place in the heaven, how they do not change their orbits, and the
luminaries which are in the heaven, how they all rise and set in order each in its season, and 2 transgress
not against their appointed order. Behold ye the earth, and give heed to the things which take place upon
it from first to last, how steadfast they are, how none of the things upon earth 3 change, but all the works
of God appear to you. Behold the summer and the winter, how the whole earth isfilled with water, and
clouds and dew and rain lie upon it.

[ Chapter 3]

Observe and see how (in the winter) all the trees seem as though they had withered and shed all their
leaves, except fourteen trees, which do not lose their foliage but retain the old foliage from two to three
yearstill the new comes.
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[Chapter 4]

And again, observe ye the days of summer how the sun is above the earth over against it. And you seek
shade and shelter by reason of the heat of the sun, and the earth also burns with growing heat, and so you
cannot tread on the earth, or on arock by reason of its heat.

[Chapter 5]

1 Observe ye how the trees cover themselves with green leaves and bear fruit: wherefore give ye heed
and know with regard to all His works, and recognize how He that liveth for ever hath made them so. 2
And all Hisworks go on thus from year to year for ever, and all the tasks which they accomplish for
Him, and their tasks change not, but according as God hath ordained so isit done. 3 And behold how the
sea and the rivers in like manner accomplish and change not their tasks from His commandments.

4 But ye -ye have not been steadfast, nor done the commandments of the Lord,
But ye have turned away and spoken proud and hard words

With your impure mouths against His greatness.

Oh, ye hard-hearted, ye shall find no peace.

5 Therefore shall ye execrate your days,

And the years of your life shall perish,

And the years of your destruction shall be multiplied in eternal execration,
And ye shall find no mercy.

6a In those days ye shall make your names an eternal execration unto al the righteous,
b And by you shall all who curse, curse,

And all the sinners and godless shall imprecate by you,

7c And for you the godless there shall be acurse.

6d And al the. . . shall rejoice,

e And there shall be forgiveness of sins,

f And every mercy and peace and forbearance;

g There shall be salvation unto them, agoodly light.

| And for al of you sinners there shall be no salvation,

j But on you all shall abide a curse.

7aBut for the elect there shall be light and joy and peace,
b And they shall inherit the earth.

8 And then there shall be bestowed upon the elect wisdom,
And they shall all live and never again sin,
Either through ungodliness or through pride:
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But they who are wise shall be humble.

9 And they shall not again transgress,

Nor shall they sin all the days of their life,

Nor shall they die of (the divine) anger or wrath,

But they shall complete the number of the days of their life.

And their lives shall be increased in peace,
And the years of their joy shall be multiplied,
In eternal gladness and peace,

All the days of their life.

[ Chapter 6]

1 And it came to pass when the children of men had multiplied that in those days were born unto 2 them
beautiful and comely daughters. And the angels, the children of the heaven, saw and lusted after them,
and said to one another: '‘Come, let us choose us wives from among the children of men 3 and beget us
children." And Semjaza, who was their leader, said unto them: 'l fear ye will not 4 indeed agree to do this
deed, and | alone shall have to pay the penalty of agreat sin.' And they all answered him and said: 'Let us
al swear an oath, and all bind ourselves by mutual imprecations 5 not to abandon this plan but to do this
thing.' Then sware they all together and bound themselves 6 by mutual imprecations upon it. And they
werein all two hundred; who descended in the days of Jared on the summit of Mount Hermon, and they
called it Mount Hermon, because they had sworn 7 and bound themselves by mutual imprecations upon
it. And these are the names of their leaders: Samlazaz, their |eader, Araklba, Rameel, Kokablel, Tamlel,
Ramlel, Danel, Ezegeel, Baragijal, 8 Asael, Armaros, Batarel, Ananel, Zaglel, Samsapeel, Satarel, Turel,
Jomjael, Sariel. These are their chiefs of tens.

[Chapter 7]

1 And all the others together with them took unto themselves wives, and each chose for himself one, and
they began to go in unto them and to defile themsel ves with them, and they taught them charms 2 and
enchantments, and the cutting of roots, and made them acquainted with plants. And they 3 became
pregnant, and they bare great giants, whose height was three thousand €ells: Who consumed 4 all the
acquisitions of men. And when men could no longer sustain them, the giants turned against 5 them and
devoured mankind. And they began to sin against birds, and beasts, and reptiles, and 6 fish, and to
devour one another's flesh, and drink the blood. Then the earth laid accusation against the lawless ones.

[Chapter 8]

1 And Azazel taught men to make swords, and knives, and shields, and breastplates, and made known to
them the metals of the earth and the art of working them, and bracelets, and ornaments, and the use of
antimony, and the beautifying of the eyelids, and all kinds of costly stones, and al 2 colouring tinctures.
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And there arose much godlessness, and they committed fornication, and they 3 were led astray, and
became corrupt in all their ways. Semjaza taught enchantments, and root-cuttings, ‘Armaros the resolving
of enchantments, Baragjijal (taught) astrology, Kokabel the constellations, Ezegeel the knowledge of the
clouds, Aragiel the signs of the earth, Shamsiel the signs of the sun, and Sariel the course of the moon.
And as men perished, they cried, and their cry went up to heaven . . .

[Chapter 9]

1 And then Michael, Uriel, Raphael, and Gabriel looked down from heaven and saw much blood being 2
shed upon the earth, and all lawlessness being wrought upon the earth. And they said one to another: 'The
earth made without inhabitant cries the voice of their cryingst up to the gates of heaven. 3 And now to
you, the holy ones of heaven, the souls of men make their suit, saying, "Bring our cause 4 before the
Most High."* And they said to the Lord of the ages: 'Lord of lords, God of gods, King of kings, and God
of the ages, the throne of Thy glory (standeth) unto all the generations of the 5 ages, and Thy name holy
and glorious and blessed unto all the ages! Thou hast made all things, and power over al things hast
Thou: and all things are naked and open in Thy sight, and Thou seest al 6 things, and nothing can hide
itself from Thee. Thou seest what Azazel hath done, who hath taught all unrighteousness on earth and
revealed the eternal secrets which were (preserved) in heaven, which 7 men were striving to learn: And
Semjaza, to whom Thou hast given authority to bear rule over his associates. And they have gone to the
daughters of men upon the earth, and have slept with the 9 women, and have defiled themselves, and
revealed to them all kinds of sins. And the women have 10 borne giants, and the whole earth has thereby
been filled with blood and unrighteousness. And now, behold, the souls of those who have died are
crying and making their suit to the gates of heaven, and their lamentations have ascended: and cannot
cease because of the lawless deeds which are 11 wrought on the earth. And Thou knowest al things
before they come to pass, and Thou seest these things and Thou dost suffer them, and Thou dost not say
to us what we are to do to them in regard to these.'

[Chapter 10]

1 Then said the Most High, the Holy and Great One spake, and sent Uriel to the son of Lamech, 2 and
said to him: 'Go to Noah and tell him in my name "Hide thyself!" and reveal to him theend that is
approaching: that the whole earth will be destroyed, and a deluge is about to come 3 upon the whole
earth, and will destroy all that ison it. And now instruct him that he may escape 4 and his seed may be
preserved for al the generations of the world." And again the Lord said to Raphael: 'Bind Azazel hand
and foot, and cast him into the darkness: and make an opening 5 in the desert, which isin Dudael, and
cast him therein. And place upon him rough and jagged rocks, and cover him with darkness, and let him
abide there for ever, and cover hisface that he may 6,7 not see light. And on the day of the great
judgement he shall be cast into the fire. And heal the earth which the angels have corrupted, and proclaim
the healing of the earth, that they may heal the plague, and that all the children of men may not perish
through all the secret things that the 8 Watchers have disclosed and have taught their sons. And the
whol e earth has been corrupted 9 through the works that were taught by Azazel: to him ascribe al sin.'
And to Gabriel said the Lord: 'Proceed against the bastards and the reprobates, and against the children of
fornication: and destroy [the children of fornication and] the children of the Watchers from amongst men
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[and cause them to go forth]: send them one against the other that they may destroy each other in 10
battle: for length of days shall they not have. And no request that they (i.e. their fathers) make of thee
shall be granted unto their fathers on their behalf; for they hopeto live an eternal life, and 11 that each
one of them will live five hundred years." And the Lord said unto Michael: 'Go, bind Semjaza and his
associates who have united themselves with women so as to have defiled themselves 12 with them in all
their uncleanness. And when their sons have slain one another, and they have seen the destruction of
their beloved ones, bind them fast for seventy generations in the valleys of the earth, till the day of their
judgement and of their consummation, till the judgement that is 13 for ever and ever is consummated. In
those days they shall be led off to the abyss of fire: and 14 to the torment and the prison in which they
shall be confined for ever. And whosoever shall be condemned and destroyed will from thenceforth be
bound together with them to the end of all 15 generations. And destroy al the spirits of the reprobate and
the children of the Watchers, because 16 they have wronged mankind. Destroy all wrong from the face of
the earth and let every evil work come to an end: and let the plant of righteousness and truth appear: and
it shall prove ablessing; the works of righteousness and truth' shall be planted in truth and joy for
evermore.

17 And then shall al the righteous escape,

And shall livetill they beget thousands of children,
And all the days of their youth and their old age
Shall they complete in peace.

18 And then shall the whole earth be tilled in righteousness, and shall all be planted with trees and 19 be
full of blessing. And all desirable trees shall be planted on it, and they shall plant vines on it: and the vine
which they plant thereon shall yield wine in abundance, and as for all the seed which is sown thereon
each measure (of it) shall bear athousand, and each measure of olives shall yield 20 ten presses of ail.
And cleanse thou the earth from all oppression, and from all unrighteousness, and from all sin, and from
all godlessness: and all the uncleanness that is wrought upon the earth 21 destroy from off the earth. And
all the children of men shall become righteous, and all nations 22 shall offer adoration and shall praise
Me, and all shall worship Me. And the earth shall be cleansed from all defilement, and from all sin, and
from all punishment, and from all torment, and | will never again send (them) upon it from generation to
generation and for ever.

[Chapter 11]

1 And in those days | will open the store chambers of blessing which are in the heaven, so asto send 2
them down upon the earth over the work and labour of the children of men. And truth and peace shall be
associated together throughout all the days of the world and throughout all the generations of men.'
[Chapter 12]

1 Before these things Enoch was hidden, and no one of the children of men knew where he was 2 hidden,
and where he abode, and what had become of him. And his activities had to do with the Watchers, and
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his days were with the holy ones. 3 And | Enoch was blessing the Lord of mgjesty and the King of the
ages, and lo! the Watchers 4 called me -Enoch the scribe- and said to me: 'Enoch, thou scribe of
righteousness, go, declare to the Watchers of the heaven who have left the high heaven, the holy eternal
place, and have defiled themselves with women, and have done as the children of earth do, and have
taken unto themselves 5 wives. "Y e have wrought great destruction on the earth: And ye shall have no
peace nor forgiveness 6 of sin: and inasmuch as they delight themselvesin their children, The murder of
their beloved ones shall they see, and over the destruction of their children shall they lament, and shall
make supplication unto eternity, but mercy and peace shall ye not attain."

[Chapter 13]

1 And Enoch went and said: 'Azazel, thou shalt have no peace: a severe sentence has gone forth 2 against
thee to put thee in bonds: And thou shalt not have toleration nor request granted to thee, because of the
unrighteousness which thou hast taught, and because of all the works of godlessness 3 and
unrighteousness and sin which thou hast shown to men.’ Then | went and spoke to them all 4 together,
and they were all afraid, and fear and trembling seized them. And they besought me to draw up a petition
for them that they might find forgiveness, and to read their petition in the presence 5 of the Lord of
heaven. For from thenceforward they could not speak (with Him) nor lift up their 6 eyes to heaven for
shame of their sinsfor which they had been condemned. Then | wrote out their petition, and the prayer in
regard to their spirits and their deeds individually and in regard to their 7 requests that they should have
forgiveness and length. And | went off and sat down at the waters of Dan, in the land of Dan, to the south
of the west of Hermon: | read their petition till | fell 8 asleep. And behold a dream came to me, and
visions fell down upon me, and | saw visions of chastisement, and a voice came bidding (me) | to tell it
to the sons of heaven, and reprimand them. 9 And when | awaked, | came unto them, and they were all
sitting gathered together, weeping in 10 'Abelgail, which is between Lebanon and Seneser, with their
faces covered. And | recounted before them all the visions which | had seen in sleep, and | began to
speak the words of righteousness, and to reprimand the heavenly Watchers.

[Chapter 14]

1 The book of the words of righteousness, and of the reprimand of the eternal Watchers in accordance 2
with the command of the Holy Great One in that vision. | saw in my sleep what | will now say with a
tongue of flesh and with the breath of my mouth: which the Great One has given to men to 3 converse
therewith and understand with the heart. As He has created and given to man the power of understanding
the word of wisdom, so hath He created me also and given me the power of reprimanding 4 the
Watchers, the children of heaven. | wrote out your petition, and in my vision it appeared thus, that your
petition will not be granted unto you throughout all the days of eternity, and that judgement 5 has been
finally passed upon you: yea (your petition) will not be granted unto you. And from henceforth you shall
not ascend into heaven unto al eternity, and in bonds of the earth the decree 6 has gone forth to bind you
for al the days of the world. And (that) previously you shall have seen the destruction of your beloved
sons and ye shall have no pleasure in them, but they shall fall before 7 you by the sword. And your
petition on their behalf shall not be granted, nor yet on your own: even though you weep and pray and
speak all the words contained in the writing which | have 8 written. And the vision was shown to me
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thus: Behold, in the vision clouds invited me and a mist summoned me, and the course of the stars and
the lightnings sped and hastened me, and the winds in 9 the vision caused meto fly and lifted me
upward, and bore me into heaven. And | went in till I drew nigh to awall whichisbuilt of crystals and
surrounded by tongues of fire: and it began to affright 10 me. And | went into the tongues of fire and
drew nigh to alarge house which was built of crystals: and the walls of the house were like a tesselated
floor (made) of crystals, and its groundwork was 11 of crystal. Its ceiling was like the path of the stars
and the lightnings, and between them were 12 fiery cherubim, and their heaven was (clear as) water. A
flaming fire surrounded the walls, and its 13 portals blazed with fire. And | entered into that house, and it
was hot as fire and cold as ice: there 14 were no delights of life therein: fear covered me, and trembling
got hold upon me. And as | quaked 15 and trembled, | fell upon my face. And | beheld avision, And |o!
there was a second house, greater 16 than the former, and the entire portal stood open before me, and it
was built of flames of fire. And in every respect it so excelled in splendour and magnificence and extent
that | cannot describe to 17 you its splendour and its extent. And its floor was of fire, and above it were
lightnings and the path 18 of the stars, and its celling also was flaming fire. And | looked and saw therein
alofty throne: its appearance was as crystal, and the wheels thereof as the shining sun, and there was the
vision of 19 cherubim. And from underneath the throne came streams of flaming fire so that | could not
look 20 thereon. And the Great Glory sat thereon, and His raiment shone more brightly than the sun and
21 was whiter than any snow. None of the angels could enter and could behold His face by reason 22 of
the magnificence and glory and no flesh could behold Him. The flaming fire was round about Him, and a
great fire stood before Him, and none around could draw nigh Him: ten thousand times 23 ten thousand
(stood) before Him, yet He needed no counselor. And the most holy ones who were 24 nigh to Him did
not leave by night nor depart from Him. And until then | had been prostrate on my face, trembling: and
the Lord called me with His own mouth, and said to me: ' Come hither, 25 Enoch, and hear my word.'
And one of the holy ones came to me and waked me, and He made me rise up and approach the door:
and | bowed my face downwards.

[Chapter 15]

1 And He answered and said to me, and | heard His voice: 'Fear not, Enoch, thou righteous 2 man and
scribe of righteousness. approach hither and hear my voice. And go, say to the Watchers of heaven, who
have sent thee to intercede for them: "Y ou should intercede” for men, and not men 3 for you: Wherefore
have ye left the high, holy, and eternal heaven, and lain with women, and defiled yourselves with the
daughters of men and taken to yourselves wives, and done like the children 4 of earth, and begotten
giants (as your) sons? And though ye were holy, spiritual, living the eternal life, you have defiled
yourselves with the blood of women, and have begotten (children) with the blood of flesh, and, asthe
children of men, have lusted after flesh and blood as those al'so do who die 5 and perish. Therefore have |
given them wives al so that they might impregnate them, and beget 6 children by them, that thus nothing
might be wanting to them on earth. But you were formerly 7 spiritual, living the eternal life, and
immortal for all generations of the world. And therefore | have not appointed wives for you; for as for the
spiritual ones of the heaven, in heaven istheir dwelling. 8 And now, the giants, who are produced from
the spirits and flesh, shall be called evil spirits upon 9 the earth, and on the earth shall be their dwelling.
Evil spirits have proceeded from their bodies; because they are born from men and from the holy
Watchersistheir beginning and primal origin; 10 they shall be evil spirits on earth, and evil spirits shall
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they be called. [Asfor the spirits of heaven, in heaven shall be their dwelling, but as for the spirits of the
earth which were born upon the earth, on the earth shall be their dwelling.] And the spirits of the giants
afflict, oppress, destroy, attack, do battle, and work destruction on the earth, and cause trouble: they take
no food, but nevertheless 12 hunger and thirst, and cause offences. And these spirits shall rise up against
the children of men and against the women, because they have proceeded from them.

[Chapter 16]

1 From the days of the slaughter and destruction and death of the giants, from the souls of whose flesh
the spirits, having gone forth, shall destroy without incurring judgement -thus shall they destroy until the
day of the consummation, the great judgement in which the age shall be 2 consummated, over the
Watchers and the godless, yea, shall be wholly consummated.” And now as to the watchers who have
sent thee to intercede for them, who had been aforetime in heaven, (say 3 to them): "Y ou have been in
heaven, but al the mysteries had not yet been revealed to you, and you knew worthless ones, and these in
the hardness of your hearts you have made known to the women, and through these mysteries women
and men work much evil on earth.” 4 Say to them therefore: " Y ou have no peace."

[Chapter 17]

1 And they took and brought me to a place in which those who were there were like flaming fire, 2 and,
when they wished, they appeared as men. And they brought me to the place of darkness, and to a
mountain the point of whose summit reached to heaven. And | saw the places of the luminaries and the
treasuries of the stars and of the thunder and in the uttermost depths, where were 4 afiery bow and
arrows and their quiver, and afiery sword and all the lightnings. And they took 5 me to the living waters,
and to the fire of the west, which receives every setting of the sun. And | cameto ariver of firein which
the fire flows like water and discharges itself into the great sea towards 6 the west. | saw the great rivers
and came to the great river and to the great darkness, and went 7 to the place where no flesh walks. | saw
the mountains of the darkness of winter and the place 8 whence all the waters of the deep flow. | saw the
mouths of all the rivers of the earth and the mouth of the deep.

[Chapter 18]

11 saw thetreasuries of al the winds: | saw how He had furnished with them the whole creation 2 and
the firm foundations of the earth. And | saw the corner-stone of the earth: | saw the four 3 winds which
bear [the earth and] the firmament of the heaven. And | saw how the winds stretch out the vaults of
heaven, and have their station between heaven and earth: these are the pillars 4 of the heaven. | saw the
winds of heaven which turn and bring the circumference of the sun and 5 all the stars to their setting. |
saw the winds on the earth carrying the clouds: | saw the paths 6 of the angels. | saw at the end of the
earth the firmament of the heaven above. And | proceeded and saw a place which burns day and night,
where there are seven mountains of magnificent stones, 7 three towards the east, and three towards the
south. And as for those towards the east, was of coloured stone, and one of pearl, and one of jacinth, and
those towards the south of red stone. 8 But the middle one reached to heaven like the throne of God, of
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alabaster, and the summit of the 9,10 throne was of sapphire. And | saw aflaming fire. And beyond these
mountains Is aregion the end of the great earth: there the heavens were completed. And | saw a deep
abyss, with columns of heavenly fire, and among them | saw columns of fire fall, which were beyond
measure alike towards 12 the height and towards the depth. And beyond that abyss | saw a place which
had no firmament of the heaven above, and no firmly founded earth beneath it: there was no water upon
it, and no 13 birds, but it was awaste and horrible place. | saw there seven stars like great burning
mountains, 14 and to me, when | inquired regarding them, The angel said: 'This placeis the end of
heaven and earth: this has become a prison for the stars and the host of heaven. And the stars which roll
over the fire are they which have transgressed the commandment of the Lord in the beginning of 16 their
rising, because they did not come forth at their appointed times. And He was wroth with them, and bound
them till the time when their guilt should be consummated (even) for ten thousand years.'

[Chapter 19]

1 And Uriel said to me: 'Here shall stand the angels who have connected themselves with women, and
their spirits assuming many different forms are defiling mankind and shall lead them astray into
sacrificing to demons as gods, (here shall they stand,) till the day of the great judgement in 2 which they
shall be judged till they are made an end of. And the women also of the angels who 3 went astray shall
become sirens." And I, Enoch, alone saw the vision, the ends of all things: and no man shall see as| have
seen.

[Chapter 20]

1,2 And these are the names of the holy angels who watch. Uriel, one of the holy angels, who is 3 over
the world and over Tartarus. Raphael, one of the holy angels, who is over the spirits of men. 4,5 Raguel,
one of the holy angels who takes vengeance on the world of the luminaries. Michael, one 6 of the holy
angels, to wit, he that is set over the best part of mankind and over chaos. Saragael, 7 one of the holy
angels, who is set over the spirits, who sin in the spirit. Gabriel, one of the holy 8 angels, who is over
Paradise and the serpents and the Cherubim. Remiel, one of the holy angels, whom God set over those
who rise.

[Chapter 21]

1,2 And | proceeded to where things were chaotic. And | saw there something horrible: | saw neither 3 a
heaven above nor afirmly founded earth, but a place chaotic and horrible. And there | saw 4 seven stars
of the heaven bound together in it, like great mountains and burning with fire. Then 5| said: 'For what
sin are they bound, and on what account have they been cast in hither? Then said Uriel, one of the holy
angels, who was with me, and was chief over them, and said: 'Enoch, why 6 dost thou ask, and why art
thou eager for the truth? These are of the number of the stars of heaven, which have transgressed the
commandment of the Lord, and are bound here till ten thousand years, 7 the time entailed by their sins,
are consummated." And from thence | went to another place, which was still more horrible than the
former, and | saw a horrible thing: a great fire there which burnt and blazed, and the place was cleft as far
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asthe abyss, being full of great descending columns of 8 fire: neither its extent or magnitude could | see,
nor could | conjecture. Then | said: 'How 9 fearful is the place and how terrible to look upon!" Then Uriel
answered me, one of the holy angels who was with me, and said unto me: 'Enoch, why hast thou such
fear and affright? And 10 | answered: 'Because of this fearful place, and because of the spectacle of the
pain." And he said unto me: 'This place is the prison of the angels, and here they will be imprisoned for
ever.'

[Chapter 22]

1 And thence | went to another place, and he mountain [and] of hard rock. 2 And there wasin it four
hollow places, deep and wide and very smooth. How smooth are the hollow places and deep and dark to
look at. 3 Then Raphael answered, one of the holy angels who was with me, and said unto me: 'These
hollow places have been created for this very purpose, that the spirits of the souls of the dead should 4
assemble therein, yeathat al the souls of the children of men should assemble here. And these places
have been made to receive them till the day of their judgement and till their appointed period [till the
period appointed], till the great judgement (comes) upon them.' | saw (the spirit of) a dead man making
suit, 5 and his voice went forth to heaven and made suit. And | asked Raphael the angel who was 6 with
me, and | said unto him: 'This spirit which maketh suit, whose is it, whose voice goeth forth and maketh
suit to heaven ? 7 And he answered me saying: 'Thisis the spirit which went forth from Abel, whom his
brother Cain slew, and he makes his suit against him till his seed is destroyed from the face of the earth,
and his seed is annihilated from amongst the seed of men.' 8 The | asked regarding it, and regarding all
the hollow places: "Why is one separated from the other? 9 And he answered me and said unto me:
‘These three have been made that the spirits of the dead might be separated. And such a division has been
make (for) the spirits of the righteous, in which there is the bright spring of 10 water. And such has been
made for sinners when they die and are buried in the earth and judgement has not been executed on them
intheir 11 lifetime. Here their spirits shall be set apart in this great pain till the great day of judgement
and punishment and torment of those who curse for ever and retribution for their spirits. There 12 He
shall bind them for ever. And such adivision has been made for the spirits of those who make their suit,
who make disclosures concerning their destruction, when they were lain in the days 13 of the sinners.
Such has been made for the spirits of men who were not righteous but sinners, who were complete in
transgression, and of the transgressors they shall be companions: but their spirits shall not be dainin the
day of judgement nor shall they be raised from thence.' 14 The | blessed the Lord of glory and said:
'Blessed be my Lord, the Lord of righteousness, who ruleth for ever.'

[Chapter 23]

1,2 From thence | went to another place to the west of the ends of the earth. And | saw a burning 3 fire
which ran without resting, and paused not from its course day or night but (ran) regularly. And 4 | asked
saying: 'What is this which rests not? Then Raguel, one of the holy angels who was with me, answered
me and said unto me: 'This course of fire which thou hast seen isthe fire in the west which persecutes all
the luminaries of heaven.'
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[Chapter 24]

1 And from thence | went to another place of the earth, and he showed me a mountain range of 2 fire
which burnt day and night. And | went beyond it and saw seven magnificent mountains all differing each
from the other, and the stones (thereof) were magnificent and beautiful, magnificent as awhole, of
glorious appearance and fair exterior: three towards the east, one founded on the other, and three towards
the south, one upon the other, and deep rough ravines, no one of which 3 joined with any other. And the
seventh mountain was in the midst of these, and it excelled them 4 in height, resembling the seat of a
throne: and fragrant trees encircled the throne. And amongst them was atree such as | had never yet
smelt, neither was any amongst them nor were others like it: it had afragrance beyond all fragrance, and
its leaves and blooms and wood wither not for ever: 5 and itsfruit is beautiful, and its fruit n resembles
the dates of apalm. Then | said: 'How beautiful isthis tree, and fragrant, and its leaves are fair, and its
blooms very delightful in appearance.’ 6 Then answered Michael, one of the holy and honoured angels
who was with me, and was their |eader.

[Chapter 25]

1 And he said unto me: 'Enoch, why dost thou ask me regarding the fragrance of the tree, 2 and why dost
thou wish to learn the truth? Then | answered him saying: 'l wish to 3 know about everything, but
especially about thistree." And he answered saying: 'This high mountain which thou hast seen, whose
summit is like the throne of God, is His throne, where the Holy Great One, the Lord of Glory, the Eternal
King, will sit, when He shall come down to visit 4 the earth with goodness. And as for this fragrant tree
no mortal is permitted to touch it till the great judgement, when He shall take vengeance on all and bring
(everything) to its consummation 5 for ever. It shall then be given to the righteous and holy. Its fruit shall
be for food to the elect: it shall be transplanted to the holy place, to the temple of the Lord, the Eternal
King.

6 Then shall they rgjoice with joy and be glad,

And into the holy place shall they enter;

And its fragrance shall be in their bones,

And they shall live along life on earth,

Such as thy fathers lived:

And in their days shall no sorrow or plague
Or torment or calamity touch them.'

7 Then blessed | the God of Glory, the Eternal King, who hath prepared such things for the righteous,
and hath created them and promised to give to them.

[Chapter 26]

1 And | went from thence to the middle of the earth, and | saw a blessed place in which there were 2 trees
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with branches abiding and blooming [of a dismembered treg]. And there | saw a holy mountain, 3 and
underneath the mountain to the east there was a stream and it flowed towards the south. And | saw
towards the east another mountain higher than this, and between them a deep and narrow 4 ravine: in it
also ran a stream underneath the mountain. And to the west thereof there was another mountain, lower
than the former and of small elevation, and a ravine deep and dry between them: and another deep and
dry ravine was at the extremities of the three mountains. And all the ravines were deep rand narrow,
(being formed) of hard rock, and trees were not planted upon 6 them. And | marveled at the rocks, and |
marveled at the ravine, yea, | marveled very much.

[Chapter 27]

1 Then said | 'For what object isthis blessed land, which is entirely filled with trees, and this 2 accursed
valley between? Then Uriel, one of the holy angels who was with me, answered and said: "'This accursed
valley isfor those who are accursed for ever: Here shall all the accursed be gathered together who utter
with their lips against the Lord unseemly words and of His glory speak hard things. Here shall they be
gathered together, and here 3 shall be their place of judgement. In the last days there shall be upon them
the spectacle of righteous judgement in the presence of the righteous for ever: here shall the merciful
bless the Lord of glory, the Eternal King. 4 In the days of judgement over the former, they shall bless
Him for the mercy in accordance with 5 which He has assigned them (their lot).' Then | blessed the Lord
of Glory and set forth His glory and lauded Him gloriously.

[Chapter 28]

1 And thence | went towards the east, into the midst of the mountain range of the desert, and 2 | saw a
wilderness and it was solitary, full of trees and plants. And water gushed forth from 3 above. Rushing
like a copious watercourse [which flowed] towards the north-west it caused clouds and dew to ascend on
every side.

[Chapter 29]

1 And thence | went to another place in the desert, and approached to the east of this mountain 2 range.

And there | saw aromatic trees exhaling the fragrance of frankincense and myrrh, and the trees also were
similar to the amond tree.

[Chapter 30]

1,2 And beyond these, | went afar to the east, and | saw another place, avalley (full) of water. And 3
therein there was atree, the colour (?) of fragrant trees such as the mastic. And on the sides of those
valleys | saw fragrant cinnamon. And beyond these | proceeded to the east.

[Chapter 31]
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1 And | saw other mountains, and amongst them were groves of trees, and there flowed forth from 2
them nectar, which is named sarara and galbanum. And beyond these mountains | saw another mountain
to the east of the ends of the earth, whereon were aloe-trees, and al the trees were full 3 of stacte, being
like almond-trees. And when one burnt it, it smelt sweeter than any fragrant odour.

[Chapter 32]

1 And after these fragrant odours, as | looked towards the north over the mountains | saw seven
mountains full of choice nard and fragrant trees and cinnamon and pepper. 2 And thence | went over the
summits of all these mountains, far towards the east of the earth, and passed above the Erythraean sea
and went far from it, and passed over the angel Zotiel. And | came to the Garden of Righteousness, 3 |
and from afar off trees more numerous than | these trees and great-two trees there, very great, beautiful,
and glorious, and magnificent, and the tree of knowledge, whose holy fruit they eat and know great
wisdom. 4 That treeisin height like the fir, and itsleaves are like (those of) the Carob tree: and itsfruit 5
is like the clusters of the vine, very beautiful: and the fragrance of the tree penetrates afar. Then 6 | said:
'How beautiful isthe tree, and how attractive isitslook!" Then Raphael the holy angel, who was with me,
answered me and said: 'Thisis the tree of wisdom, of which thy father old (in years) and thy aged
mother, who were before thee, have eaten, and they learnt wisdom and their eyes were opened, and they
knew that they were naked and they were driven out of the garden.’

[ Chapter 33]

1 And from thence | went to the ends of the earth and saw there great beasts, and each differed from the
other; and (I saw) birds also differing in appearance and beauty and voice, the one differing from the
other. And to the east of those beasts | saw the ends of the earth whereon the heaven 2 rests, and the
portals of the heaven open. And | saw how the stars of heaven come forth, and 3 | counted the portals out
of which they proceed, and wrote down all their outlets, of each individual star by itself, according to
their number and their names, their courses and their positions, and their 4 times and their months, as
Uriel the holy angel who was with me showed me. He showed all things to me and wrote them down for
me: also their names he wrote for me, and their laws and their companies.

[Chapter 34]

1 And from thence | went towards the north to the ends of the earth, and there | saw agreat and 2
glorious device at the ends of the whole earth. And here | saw three portals of heaven open in the heaven:
through each of them proceed north winds: when they blow there is cold, hail, frost, 3 snow, dew, and
rain. And out of one portal they blow for good: but when they blow through the other two portals, itis
with violence and affliction on the earth, and they blow with violence.

[Chapter 35]

1 And from thence | went towards the west to the ends of the earth, and saw there three portals of the
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heaven open such as | had seen in the east, the same number of portals, and the same number of outlets.
[Chapter 36]

1 And from thence | went to the south to the ends of the earth, and saw there three open portals 2 of the
heaven: and thence there come dew, rain, and wind. And from thence | went to the east to the ends of the
heaven, and saw here the three eastern portals of heaven open and small portals 3 above them. Through
each of these small portals pass the stars of heaven and run their course to the west on the path which is
shown to them. And as often as | saw | blessed always the Lord of Glory, and | continued to bless the
Lord of Glory who has wrought great and glorious wonders, to show the greatness of His work to the
angels and to spirits and to men, that they might praise Hiswork and all His creation: that they might see
the work of His might and praise the great work of His hands and bless Him for ever.

Section Il. Chapters XXXVII-LXXI
The Parables

[ Chapter 37]

1 The second vision which he saw, the vision of wisdom -which Enoch the son of Jared, the son 2 of
Mahalael, the son of Cainan, the son of Enos, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, saw. And thisisthe
beginning of the words of wisdom which | lifted up my voice to speak and say to those which dwell on
earth: Hear, ye men of old time, and see, ye that come after, the words of the Holy 3 One which | will
speak before the Lord of Spirits. It were better to declare (them only) to the men of old time, but even
from those that come after we will not withhold the beginning of wisdom. 4 Till the present day such
wisdom has never been given by the Lord of Spiritsas | have received according to my insight,
according to the good pleasure of the Lord of Spirits by whom the lot of 5 eternal life has been given to
me. Now three Parables were imparted to me, and | lifted up my voice and recounted them to those that
dwell on the earth.

[Chapter 38] 1 Thefirst Parable.

When the congregation of the righteous shall appear,
And sinners shall be judged for their sins,
And shall be driven from the face of the earth:

2 And when the Righteous One shall appear before the eyes of the righteous,
Whose elect works hang upon the Lord of Spirits,
And light shall appear to the righteous and the elect who dwell on the earth,

Where then will be the dwelling of the sinners,
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And where the resting-place of those who have denied the Lord of Spirits?
It had been good for them if they had not been born.

3 When the secrets of the righteous shall be revealed and the sinners judged,

And the godless driven from the presence of the righteous and el ect,

4 From that time those that possess the earth shall no longer be powerful and exalted:
And they shall not be able to behold the face of the holy,

For the Lord of Spirits has caused His light to appear

On the face of the holy, righteous, and el ect.

5 Then shall the kings and the mighty perish

And be given into the hands of the righteous and holy.

6 And thenceforward none shall seek for themselves mercy from the Lord of Spirits
For their lifeis at an end.

[ Chapter 39]

1 [And it shall come to passin those days that elect and holy children will descend from the 2 high
heaven, and their seed will become one with the children of men. And in those days Enoch received
books of zeal and wrath, and books of disquiet and expulsion.]

And mercy shall not be accorded to them, saith the Lord of Spirits.
3 And in those days awhirlwind carried me off from the earth,
And set me down at the end of the heavens.

4 And there | saw another vision, the dwelling-places of the holy,
And the resting-places of the righteous.

5 Here mine eyes saw their dwellings with His righteous angels,
And their resting-places with the holy.

And they petitioned and interceded and prayed for the children of men,
And righteousness flowed before them as water,

And mercy like dew upon the earth:
Thusit is amongst them for ever and ever.

6a And in that place mine eyes saw the Elect One of righteousness and of faith,
7aAnd | saw his dwelling-place under the wings of the Lord of Spirits.

6b And righteousness shall prevail in his days,

And the righteous and elect shall be without number before Him for ever and ever.
7b And all the righteous and elect before Him shall be strong asfiery lights,
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And their mouth shall be full of blessing,

And their lips extol the name of the Lord of Spirits,
And righteousness before Him shall never fail,
[And uprightness shall never fail before Him.]

8 There | wished to dwell,

And my spirit longed for that dwelling-place:

And there heretofore hath been my portion,

For so has it been established concerning me before the Lord of Spirits.

9 In those days | praised and extolled the name of the Lord of Spirits with blessings and praises, because
He hath destined me for blessing and glory according to the good pleasure of the Lord of 10 Spirits. For a
long time my eyes regarded that place, and | blessed Him and praised Him, saying: '‘Blessed is He, and
may He be blessed from the beginning and for evermore. And before Him there is no ceasing. He knows
before the world was created what is for ever and what will be from 12 generation unto generation.
Those who slegp not bless Thee: they stand before Thy glory and bless, praise, and extol, saying: "Holy,
holy, holy, isthe Lord of Spirits: He filleth the earth with 3 spirits."* And here my eyes saw all those who
sleep not: they stand before Him and bless and say: 'Blessed be Thou, and blessed be the name of the
Lord for ever and ever." And my face was changed; for | could no longer behold.

[Chapter 40]

1 And after that | saw thousands of thousands and ten thousand times ten thousand, | saw a multitude 2
beyond number and reckoning, who stood before the Lord of Spirits. And on the four sides of the Lord of
Spirits | saw four presences, different from those that sleep not, and | learnt their names: for the angel
that went with me made known to me their names, and showed me al the hidden things. 3 And | heard
the voices of those four presences as they uttered praises before the Lord of glory. 4,5 Thefirst voice
blesses the Lord of Spiritsfor ever and ever. And the second voice | heard blessing 6 the Elect One and
the elect ones who hang upon the Lord of Spirits. And the third voice | heard pray and intercede for those
who dwell on the earth and supplicate in the name of the Lord of Spirits. 7 And | heard the fourth voice
fending off the Satans and forbidding them to come before the Lord 8 of Spirits to accuse them who
dwell on the earth. After that | asked the angel of peace who went with me, who showed me everything
that is hidden: "Who are these four presences which | have 9 seen and whose words | have heard and
written down? And he said to me: 'Thisfirst is Michael, the merciful and long-suffering: and the second,
who is set over all the diseases and all the wounds of the children of men, is Raphael: and the third, who
Is set over all the powers, is Gabriel: and the fourth, who is set over the repentance unto hope of those
who inherit eterna life, is named Phanuel.' 10 And these are the four angels of the Lord of Spirits and the
four voices | heard in those days.

[Chapter 41]

1 And after that | saw all the secrets of the heavens, and how the kingdom is divided, and how the 2
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actions of men are weighed in the balance. And there | saw the mansions of the elect and the mansions of
the holy, and mine eyes saw there al the sinners being driven from thence which deny the name of the
Lord of Spirits, and being dragged off: and they could not abide because of the punishment which
proceeds from the Lord of Spirits. 3 And there mine eyes saw the secrets of the lightning and of the
thunder, and the secrets of the winds, how they are divided to blow over the earth, and the secrets of the
clouds and dew, and there 4 | saw from whence they proceed in that place and from whence they saturate
the dusty earth. And there | saw closed chambers out of which the winds are divided, the chamber of the
hail and winds, the chamber of the mist, and of the clouds, and the cloud thereof hovers over the earth
from the 5 beginning of the world. And | saw the chambers of the sun and moon, whence they proceed
and whither they come again, and their glorious return, and how one is superior to the other, and their
stately orbit, and how they do not leave their orbit, and they add nothing to their orbit and they take
nothing from it, and they keep faith with each other, in accordance with the oath by which they 6 are
bound together. And first the sun goes forth and traverses his path according to the commandment 7 of
the Lord of Spirits, and mighty is His name for ever and ever. And after that | saw the hidden and the
visible path of the moon, and she accomplishes the course of her path in that place by day and by night-
the one holding a position opposite to the other before the Lord of Spirits.

And they give thanks and praise and rest not;

For unto them is their thanksgiving rest.

8 For the sun changes oft for ablessing or a curse,

And the course of the path of the moon is light to the righteous
And darkness to the sinners in the name of the Lord,

Who made a separation between the light and the darkness,
And divided the spirits of men,

And strengthened the spirits of the righteous,

In the name of His righteousness.

9 For no angel hinders and no power is able to hinder; for He appoints a judge for them all and He judges
them all before Him.

[Chapter 42]

1 Wisdom found no place where she might dwell;
Then a dwelling-place was assigned her in the heavens.

2 Wisdom went forth to make her dwelling among the children of men,
And found no dwelling-place:

Wisdom returned to her place,
And took her seat among the angels.

3 And unrighteousness went forth from her chambers:
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Whom she sought not she found,
And dwelt with them,

Asran in adesert
And dew on athirsty land.

[Chapter 43]

1 And | saw other lightnings and the stars of heaven, and | saw how He called them all by their 2 names
and they hearkened unto Him. And | saw how they are weighed in a righteous balance according to their
proportions of light: (I saw) the width of their spaces and the day of their appearing, and how their
revolution produces lightning: and (I saw) their revolution according to the 3 number of the angels, and
(how) they keep faith with each other. And | asked the angel who went 4 with me who showed me what
was hidden: 'What are these? And he said to me: 'The Lord of Spirits hath showed thee their parabolic
meaning (lit. 'their parable’): these are the names of the holy who dwell on the earth and believe in the
name of the Lord of Spiritsfor ever and ever.'

[ Chapter 44]

Also another phenomenon | saw in regard to the lightnings: how some of the stars arise and become
lightnings and cannot part with their new form.

[Chapter 45]

1 And thisisthe second Parable concerning those who deny the name of the dwelling of the holy ones
and the Lord of Spirits.

2 And into the heaven they shall not ascend,

And on the earth they shall not come:

Such shall be the lot of the sinners

Who have denied the name of the Lord of Spirits,

Who are thus preserved for the day of suffering and tribulation.

3 On that day Mine Elect One shall sit on the throne of glory
And shall try their works,
And their places of rest shall be innumerable.

And their souls shall grow strong within them when they see Mine Elect Ones,
And those who have called upon My glorious name:
4 Then will | cause Mine Elect One to dwell among them.

And I will transform the heaven and make it an eternal blessing and light
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5 And | will transform the earth and make it ablessing:

And | will cause Mine elect ones to dwell upon it:
But the sinners and evil-doers shall not set foot thereon.

6 For | have provided and satisfied with peace My righteous ones
And have caused them to dwell before Me:

But for the sinners there is judgement impending with Me,
So that | shall destroy them from the face of the earth.

[ Chapter 46]

1 And there | saw One who had a head of days,

And His head was white like wool,

And with Him was another being whose countenance had the appearance of a man,

And hisface was full of graciousness, like one of the holy angels.

2 And | asked the angel who went with me and showed me all the hidden things, concerning that 3 Son
of Man, who he was, and whence he was, (and) why he went with the Head of Days? And he answered
and said unto me:

Thisisthe son of Man who hath righteousness,

With whom dwelleth righteousness,

And who revealeth all the treasures of that which is hidden,

Because the Lord of Spirits hath chosen him,
And whose lot hath the pre-eminence before the Lord of Spiritsin uprightness for ever.

4 And this Son of Man whom thou hast seen

Shall raise up the kings and the mighty from their seats,
[And the strong from their thrones|

And shall loosen the reins of the strong,

And break the teeth of the sinners.

5 [And he shall put down the kings from their thrones and kingdoms]|
Because they do not extol and praise Him,

Nor humbly acknowledge whence the kingdom was bestowed upon them.
6 And he shall put down the countenance of the strong,

And shall fill them with shame.

And darkness shall be their dwelling,
And worms shall be their bed,
And they shall have no hope of rising from their beds,
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Because they do not extol the name of the Lord of Spirits.

7 And these are they who judge the stars of heaven,

[And raise their hands against the Most High],

And tread upon the earth and dwell upon it.

And all their deeds manifest unrighteousness,

And their power rests upon their riches,

And their faith isin the gods which they have made with their hands,
And they deny the name of the Lord of Spirits,

8 And they persecute the houses of His congregations,
And the faithful who hang upon the name of the Lord of Spirits.

[Chapter 47]

1 And in those days shall have ascended the prayer of the righteous,
And the blood of the righteous from the earth before the Lord of Spirits.

2 In those days the holy ones who dwell above in the heavens

Shall unite with one voice

And supplicate and pray [and praise,

And give thanks and bless the name of the Lord of Spirits

On behalf of the blood of the righteous which has been shed,

And that the prayer of the righteous may not be in vain before the Lord of Spirits,
That judgement may be done unto them,

And that they may not have to suffer for ever.

3 Inthose days | saw the Head of Days when He seated himself upon the throne of His glory,
And the books of the living were opened before Him:
And al His host which isin heaven above and His counsel ors stood before Him,

4 And the hearts of the holy were filled with joy;

Because the number of the righteous had been offered,

And the prayer of the righteous had been heard,

And the blood of the righteous been required before the Lord of Spirits.

[Chapter 48]

1 And in that place | saw the fountain of righteousness
Which was inexhaustible:

And around it were many fountains of wisdom:

And al the thirsty drank of them,
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And were filled with wisdom,

And their dwellings were with the righteous and holy and elect.

2 And at that hour that Son of Man was named In the presence of the Lord of Spirits,
And his name before the Head of Days.

3 Y ea, before the sun and the signs were created,
Before the stars of the heaven were made,
His name was named before the Lord of Spirits.

4 He shall be a staff to the righteous whereon to stay themselves and not fall,
And he shall be the light of the Gentiles,
And the hope of those who are troubled of heart.

5 All who dwell on earth shall fall down and worship before him,
And will praise and bless and celebrate with song the Lord of Spirits.

6 And for this reason hath he been chosen and hidden before Him,
Before the creation of the world and for evermore.

7 And the wisdom of the Lord of Spirits hath revealed him to the holy and righteous,
For he hath preserved the lot of the righteous,

Because they have hated and despised this world of unrighteousness,

And have hated all its works and ways in the name of the Lord of Spirits:

For in his name they are saved,

And according to his good pleasure hath it been in regard to their life.

8 In these days downcast in countenance shall the kings of the earth have become,

And the strong who possess the land because of the works of their hands,

For on the day of their anguish and affliction they shall not (be able to) save themselves.
And | will give them over into the hands of Mine elect:

As straw in the fire so shall they burn before the face of the holy:

Aslead in the water shall they sink before the face of the righteous,

And no trace of them shall any more be found.

10 And on the day of their affliction there shall be rest on the earth,
And before them they shall fall and not rise again:

And there shall be no one to take them with his hands and raise them:
For they have denied the Lord of Spirits and His Anointed.

The name of the Lord of Spirits be blessed.

[Chapter 49]
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| For wisdom is poured out like water,
And glory faileth not before him for evermore.

2 For heis mighty in all the secrets of righteousness,

And unrighteousness shall disappear as a shadow,

And have no continuance;

Because the Elect One standeth before the Lord of Spirits,
And hisglory isfor ever and ever,

And hismight unto all generations.

3 And in him dwells the spirit of wisdom,

And the spirit which givesinsight,

And the spirit of understanding and of might,

And the spirit of those who have fallen asleep in righteousness.

4 And he shall judge the secret things,
And none shall be able to utter alying word before him;
For heisthe Elect One before the Lord of Spirits according to His good pleasure.

[ Chapter 50]

1 And in those days a change shall take place for the holy and elect,

And the light of days shall abide upon them,

And glory and honour shall turn to the holy,

2 On the day of affliction on which evil shall have been treasured up against the sinners.

And the righteous shall be victorious in the name of the Lord of Spirits:
And He will cause the others to witness (this)

That they may repent

And forgo the works of their hands.

3 They shall have no honour through the name of the Lord of Spirits,
Y et through His name shall they be saved,

And the Lord of Spiritswill have compassion on them,

For His compassion is great.

4 And He isrighteous also in His judgement,
And in the presence of His glory unrighteousness also shall not maintain itself:

At Hisjudgement the unrepentant shall perish before Him.
5 And from henceforth | will have no mercy on them, saith the Lord of Spirits.

[Chapter 51]
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1 And in those days shall the earth also give back that which has been entrusted to it,
And Sheol also shall give back that which it has received,
And hell shall give back that which it owes.

5a For in those days the Elect One shall arise,
2 And he shall choose the righteous and holy from among them:
For the day has drawn nigh that they should be saved.

3 And the Elect One shall in those days sit on My throne,
And his mouth shall pour forth all the secrets of wisdom and counsel:
For the Lord of Spirits hath given (them) to him and hath glorified him.

4 And in those days shall the mountains leap like rams,
And the hills also shall skip like lambs satisfied with milk,
And the faces of [all] the angels in heaven shall be lighted up with joy.

5b And the earth shall rejoice,
¢ And the righteous shall dwell upon it,
d And the elect shall walk thereon.

[Chapter 52]

| And after those days in that place where | had seen all the visions of that which is hidden -for 2 | had
been carried off in awhirlwind and they had borne me towards the west-There mine eyes saw all the
secret things of heaven that shall be, a mountain of iron, and a mountain of copper, and a mountain of
silver, and a mountain of gold, and a mountain of soft metal, and a mountain of lead. 3 And | asked the
angel who went with me, saying, "What things are these which | have seen in 4 secret? And he said unto
me: 'All these things which thou hast seen shall serve the dominion of His Anointed that he may be
potent and mighty on the earth.' 5 And that angel of peace answered, saying unto me: ‘Wait alittle, and
there shall be revealed unto thee all the secret things which surround the Lord of Spirits.

6 And these mountains which thine eyes have seen,

The mountain of iron, and the mountain of copper, and the mountain of silver,

And the mountain of gold, and the mountain of soft metal, and the mountain of lead,

All these shall be in the presence of the Elect One

Aswax: before thefire,

And like the water which streams down from above [upon those mountaing],

And they shall become powerless before his feet.

7 And it shall come to pass in those days that none shall be saved,

Either by gold or by silver,

And none be able to escape.

8 And there shall be no iron for war,

http://wesley.nnu.edu/noncanon/ot/pseudo/enoch.htm (24 of 74) [20/07/2004 11:17:52 p.m.]



The Book of Enoch

Nor shall one clothe oneself with a breastplate.

Bronze shall be of no service,

And tin [shall be of no service and] shall not be esteemed,

And lead shall not be desired.

9 And all these things shall be [denied and] destroyed from the surface of the earth,
When the Elect One shall appear before the face of the Lord of Spirits.’

[Chapter 53]

1 There mine eyes saw a deep valley with open mouths, and al who dwell on the earth and sea and
islands shall bring to him gifts and presents and tokens of homage, but that deep valley shall not become
full.

2 And their hands commit lawless deeds,

And the sinners devour all whom they lawlessly oppress.

Y et the sinners shall be destroyed before the face of the Lord of Spirits,

And they shall be banished from off the face of His earth,

And they shall perish for ever and ever.

3 For | saw all the angels of punishment abiding (there) and preparing all the instruments of Satan. 4 And
| asked the angel of peace who went with me: ' For whom are they preparing these Instruments? 5 And
he said unto me: ' They prepare these for the kings and the mighty of this earth, that they may thereby be
destroyed. 6 And after this the Righteous and Elect One shall cause the house of his congregation to
appear: henceforth they shall be no more hindered in the name of the Lord of Spirits.

7 And these mountains shall not stand as the earth before his righteousness,

But the hills shall be as afountain of water,

And the righteous shall have rest from the oppression of sinners.’

[Chapter 54]

1 And | looked and turned to another part of the earth, and saw there a deep valley with burning 2 fire.
And they brought the kings and the mighty, and began to cast them into this deep valley. 3 And there
mine eyes saw how they made these their instruments, iron chains of immeasurable weight. 4 And |
asked the angel of peace who went with me, saying: ' For whom are these chains being prepared ?* And
he said unto me: ' These are being prepared for the hosts of Azazel, so that they may take them and cast
them into the abyss of complete condemnation, and they shall cover their jaws with rough stones as the
Lord of Spirits commanded. 6 And Michael, and Gabriel, and Raphael, and Phanuel shall take hold of
them on that great day, and cast them on that day into the burning furnace, that the Lord of Spirits may
take vengeance on them for their unrighteousness in becoming subject to Satan and leading astray those
who dwell on the earth.' 7 And in those days shall punishment come from the Lord of Spirits, and he will
open all the chambers of waters which are above the heavens, and of the fountains which are beneath the
earth. 8 And all the waters shall be joined with the waters: that which is above the heavensisthe
masculine, 9 and the water which is beneath the earth is the feminine. And they shall destroy all who
dwell 10 on the earth and those who dwell under the ends of the heaven. And when they have recognized
their unrighteousness which they have wrought on the earth, then by these shall they perish.
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[Chapter 55]

1 And after that the Head of Days repented and said: ' In vain have | destroyed all who dwell 2 on the
earth." And He sware by His great name: ' Henceforth | will not do so to all who dwell on the earth, and |
will set asignin the heaven: and this shall be a pledge of good faith between Me and them for ever, so
long as heaven is above the earth. And thisisin accordance with My command. 3 When | have desired to
take hold of them by the hand of the angels on the day of tribulation and pain because of this, | will cause
My chastisement and My wrath to abide upon them, saith 4 God, the Lord of Spirits. Y e mighty kings
who dwell on the earth, ye shall have to behold Mine Elect One, how he sits on the throne of glory and
judges Azazel, and all his associates, and all his hosts in the name of the Lord of Spirits.'

[ Chapter 56]

1 And | saw there the hosts of the angels of punishment going, and they held scourges and chains 2 of
iron and bronze. And | asked the angel of peace who went with me, saying: ' To whom are 3 these who
hold the scourges going ?' And he said unto me: ' To their elect and beloved ones, that they may be cast
into the chasm of the abyss of the valley.

4 And then that valley shall befilled with their elect and beloved,
And the days of their lives shall be at an end,
And the days of their leading astray shall not thenceforward be reckoned.

5 And in those days the angels shall return
And hurl themselves to the east upon the Parthians and Medes:

They shall stir up the kings, so that a spirit of unrest shall come upon them,
And they shall rouse them from their thrones,

That they may break forth aslions from their lairs,
And as hungry wolves among their flocks.

6 And they shall go up and tread under foot the land of His elect ones
[And the land of His elect ones shall be before them a threshing-floor and a highway :]
7 But the city of my righteous shall be a hindrance to their horses.

And they shall begin to fight among themselves,
And their right hand shall be strong against themselves,

And aman shall not know his brother,
Nor a son his father or his mother,
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Till there be no number of the corpses through their slaughter,
And their punishment be not in vain.

8 In those days Sheol shall open itsjaws,
And they shall be swallowed up therein

And their destruction shall be at an end;
Sheol shall devour the sinnersin the presence of the elect.’

[Chapter 57]

1 And it cameto pass after thisthat | saw another host of wagons, and men riding thereon, and 2 coming
on the winds from the east, and from the west to the south. And the noise of their wagons was heard, and
when this turmoil took place the holy ones from heaven remarked it, and the pillars of the earth were
moved from their place, and the sound thereof was heard from the one end of heaven 3 to the other, in
one day. And they shall al fall down and worship the Lord of Spirits. And thisis the end of the second
Parable.

[Chapter 58]
1 And | began to speak the third Parable concerning the righteous and elect.

2 Blessed are ye, ye righteous and el ect,
For glorious shall be your lot.

3 And the righteous shall bein the light of the sun.
And the elect in the light of eternal life:

The days of their life shall be unending,

And the days of the holy without number.

4 And they shall seek the light and find righteousness with the Lord of Spirits:
There shall be peace to the righteous in the name of the Eternal Lord.

5 And after thisit shall be said to the holy in heaven

That they should seek out the secrets of righteousness, the heritage of faith:
For it has become bright as the sun upon earth,

And the darkness is past.

6 And there shall be alight that never endeth,
And to alimit (lit. * number ") of daysthey shall not come,
For the darkness shall first have been destroyed,
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[And the light established before the Lord of Spirits]
And the light of uprightness established for ever before the Lord of Spirits.

[Chapter 59]

1 [In those days mine eyes saw the secrets of the lightnings, and of the lights, and the judgements they
execute (lit. ' their judgement *): and they lighten for ablessing or a curse asthe Lord of 2 Spirits willeth.
And there | saw the secrets of the thunder, and how when it resounds above in the heaven, the sound
thereof is heard, and he caused me to see the judgements executed on the earth, whether they be for well-
being and blessing, or for a curse according to the word of the Lord of Spirits. 3 And after that all the
secrets of the lights and lightnings were shown to me, and they lighten for blessing and for satisfying.]

[Chapter 60] A Fragment of the Book of Noah

1 In the year 500, in the seventh month, on the fourteenth day of the month in the life of Enoch. In that
Parable | saw how a mighty quaking made the heaven of heavensto quake, and the host of the Most
High, and the angels, a thousand thousands and ten thousand times ten thousand, were 2 disquieted with
agreat disquiet. And the Head of Days sat on the throne of His glory, and the angels and the righteous
stood around Him.

3 And agreat trembling seized me,
And fear took hold of me,

And my loins gave way,

And dissolved were my reins,

And | fell upon my face.

4 And Michael sent another angel from among the holy ones and he raised me up, and when he had
raised me up my spirit returned; for | had not been able to endure the look of this host, and the 5
commotion and the quaking of the heaven. And Michael said unto me: ' Why art thou disquieted with
such avision ? Until this day lasted the day of His mercy; and He hath been merciful and 6 long-
suffering towards those who dwell on the earth. And when the day, and the power, and the punishment,
and the judgement come, which the Lord of Spirits hath prepared for those who worship not the righteous
law, and for those who deny the righteous judgement, and for those who take His name in vain-that day
IS prepared, for the elect a covenant, but for sinners an inquisition. 25 When the punishment of the Lord
of Spirits shall rest upon them, it shall rest in order that the punishment of the Lord of Spirits may not
come, in vain, and it shall slay the children with their mothers and the children with their fathers.
Afterwards the judgement shall take place according to His mercy and His patience." 7 And on that day
were two monsters parted, a female monster named L eviathan, to dwell in the 8 abysses of the ocean
over the fountains of the waters. But the male is named Behemoth, who occupied with his breast a waste
wilderness named Duidain, on the east of the garden where the elect and righteous dwell, where my
grandfather was taken up, the seventh from Adam, the first 9 man whom the Lord of Spirits created. And
| besought the other angel that he should show me the might of those monsters, how they were parted on
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one day and cast, the one into the abysses 10 of the sea, and the other unto the dry land of the wilderness.
And he said to me: ' Thou son of man, herein thou dost seek to know what is hidden.' 11 And the other
angel who went with me and showed me what was hidden told me what isfirst and last in the heaven in
the height, and beneath the earth in the depth, and at the ends of the 12 heaven, and on the foundation of
the heaven. And the chambers of the winds, and how the winds are divided, and how they are weighed,
and (how) the portals of the winds are reckoned, each according to the power of the wind, and the power
of the lights of the moon, and according to the power that isfitting: and the divisions of the stars
according to their names, and how all the divisions 13 are divided. And the thunders according to the
places where they fall, and all the divisions that are made among the lightnings that it may lighten, and
their host that they may at once obey. 14 For the thunder has places of rest (which) are assigned (to it)
whileit iswaiting for its peal; and the thunder and lightning are inseparable, and although not one and
undivided, they both go together 15 through the spirit and separate not. For when the lightning lightens,
the thunder uttersits voice, and the spirit enforces a pause during the peal, and divides equally between
them; for the treasury of their pealsislike the sand, and each one of them asit pealsisheld in with a
bridle, and turned back by the power of the spirit, and pushed forward according to the many quarters of
the earth. 16 And the spirit of the seais masculine and strong, and according to the might of his strength
he draws it back with arein, and in like manner it is driven forward and disperses amid all the mountains
17 of the earth. And the spirit of the hoar-frost is his own angel, and the spirit of the hail isagood 18
angel. And the spirit of the snow has forsaken his chambers on account of his strength -There is a special
spirit therein, and that which ascends from it islike smoke, and its name is frost. And the spirit of the
mist is not united with them in their chambers, but it has a special chamber; for its course is glorious both
in light and in darkness, and in winter and in summer, and in its chamber is an angel. 20 And the spirit of
the dew hasits dwelling at the ends of the heaven, and is connected with the chambers of the rain, and its
course isin winter and summer: and its clouds and the clouds of the 21 mist are connected, and the one
givesto the other. And when the spirit of the rain goes forth from its chamber, the angels come and open
the chamber and lead it out, and when it is diffused over the whole earth it unites with the water on the
earth. And whensoever it unites with the water on 22 the earth . . . For the waters are for those who dwell
on the earth; for they are nourishment for the earth from the Most High who isin heaven: therefore there
isameasure for the rain, 22, and the angels take it in charge. And these things | saw towards the Garden
of the Righteous. 23 And the angel of peace who was with me said to me: ' These two monsters, prepared
conformably to the greatness of God, shall feed . . .

[Chapter 61]

1 And | saw in those days how long cords were given to those angels, and they took to themselves wings
and flew, and they went towards the north. 2 And | asked the angel, saying unto him: * Why have those
(angels) taken these cords and gone off ?' And he said unto me: ' They have gone to measure.’

3 And the angel who went with me said unto me:

' These shall bring the measures of the righteous,

And the ropes of the righteous to the righteous,

That they may stay themselves on the name of the Lord of Spirits for ever and ever.
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4 The elect shall begin to dwell with the elect,
And those are the measures which shall be given to faith
And which shall strengthen righteousness.

5 And these measures shall reveal all the secrets of the depths of the earth,
And those who have been destroyed by the desert,

And those who have been devoured by the beasts,

And those who have been devoured by the fish of the sea,

That they may return and stay themselves

On the day of the Elect One;

For none shall be destroyed before the Lord of Spirits,

And none can be destroyed.

6 And all who dwell above in the heaven received a command and power and one voice and one light
like unto fire.

7 And that One (with) their first words they blessed,
And extolled and lauded with wisdom,
And they were wise in utterance and in the spirit of life.

8 And the Lord of Spirits placed the Elect one on the throne of glory.
And he shall judge all the works of the holy above in the heaven,
And in the balance shall their deeds be weighed

9 And when he shall lift up his countenance

To judge their secret ways according to the word of the name of the Lord of Spirits,
And their path according to the way of the righteous judgement of the Lord of Spirits,
Then shall they all with one voice speak and bless,

And glorify and extol and sanctify the name of the Lord of Spirits.

10 And He will summon all the host of the heavens, and all the holy ones above, and the host of God, the
Cherubic, Seraphin and Ophannin, and all the angels of power, and all the angels of principalities, and
the Elect One, and the other powers on the earth (and) over the water On that day shall raise one voice,
and bless and glorify and exalt in the spirit of faith, and in the spirit of wisdom, and in the spirit of
patience, and in the spirit of mercy, and in the spirit of judgement and of peace, and in the spirit of
goodness, and shall all say with one voice: " Blessed is He, and may the name of the Lord of Spirits be
blessed for ever and ever."

12 All who sleep not above in heaven shall bless Him:
All the holy ones who are in heaven shall bless Him,
And all the elect who dwell in the garden of life:
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And every spirit of light who is able to bless, and glorify, and extol, and hallow Thy blessed name,
And all flesh shall beyond measure glorify and bless Thy name for ever and ever.

13 For great isthe mercy of the Lord of Spirits, and He is long-suffering,
And all Hisworks and all that He has created He has revealed to the righteous and elect
In the name of the Lord of Spirits.

[Chapter 62]

1 And thus the Lord commanded the kings and the mighty and the exalted, and those who dwell on the
earth, and said:

' Open your eyes and lift up your hornsif ye are able to recognize the Elect One.’
2 And the Lord of Spirits seated him on the throne of His glory,

And the spirit of righteousness was poured out upon him,

And the word of his mouth slays all the sinners,

And all the unrighteous are destroyed from before his face.

3 And there shall stand up in that day all the kings and the mighty,

And the exalted and those who hold the earth,

And they shall see and recognize How he sits on the throne of his glory,

And righteousness is judged before him,

And no lying word is spoken before him.

4 Then shall pain come upon them as on awoman in travail,
[And she has pain in bringing forth]

When her child enters the mouth of the womb,

And she has pain in bringing forth.

And one portion of them shall look on the other,

And they shall be terrified,

And they shall be downcast of countenance,

And pain shall seize them,

When they see that Son of Man Sitting on the throne of hisglory.

6 And the kings and the mighty and all who possess the earth shall bless and glorify and extol him who
rules over al, who was hidden.

7 For from the beginning the Son of Man was hidden,
And the Most High preserved him in the presence of His might,
And revealed him to the elect.

8 And the congregation of the elect and holy shall be sown,
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And all the elect shall stand before him on that day.

9 And all the kings and the mighty and the exalted and those who rule the earth
Shall fall down before him on their faces,

And worship and set their hope upon that Son of Man,

And petition him and supplicate for mercy at his hands.

10 Nevertheless that Lord of Spiritswill so pressthem
That they shall hastily go forth from His presence,
And their faces shall be filled with shame,

And the darkness grow deeper on their faces.

11 And He will deliver them to the angels for punishment,

To execute vengeance on them because they have oppressed His children and His elect
12 And they shall be a spectacle for the righteous and for His el ect:

They shall regjoice over them,

Because the wrath of the Lord of Spirits resteth upon them,

And His sword is drunk with their blood.

13 And the righteous and elect shall be saved on that day,
And they shall never thenceforward see the face of the sinners and unrighteous.

14 And the Lord of Spiritswill abide over them,
And with that Son of Man shall they eat
And lie down and rise up for ever and ever.

15 And the righteous and elect shall have risen from the earth,
And ceased to be of downcast countenance.
And they shall have been clothed with garments of glory,

16 And these shall be the garments of life from the Lord of Spirits:

And your garments shall not grow old,
Nor your glory pass away before the Lord of Spirits.

[ Chapter 63]
1 In those days shall the mighty and the kings who possess the earth implore (Him) to grant them alittle
respite from His angels of punishment to whom they were delivered, that they might fall 2 down and

worship before the Lord of Spirits, and confess their sins before Him. And they shall bless and glorify the
Lord of Spirits, and say:
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' Blessed isthe Lord of Spirits and the Lord of kings,
And the Lord of the mighty and the Lord of therich,
And the Lord of glory and the Lord of wisdom,

3 And splendid in every secret thing is Thy power from generation to generation,
And Thy glory for ever and ever:

Deep are all Thy secrets and innumerable,
And Thy righteousness is beyond reckoning.

4 We have now learnt that we should glorify

And bless the Lord of kings and Him who is king over all kings.'
5 And they shall say:

"Would that we had rest to glorify and give thanks

And confess our faith before His glory !

6 And now we long for alittle rest but find it not:
We follow hard upon and obtain (it) not:

And light has vanished from before us,
And darknessis our dwelling-place for ever and ever:

7 For we have not believed before Him
Nor glorified the name of the Lord of Spirits, [nor glorified our Lord]

But our hope was in the sceptre of our kingdom,
And inour glory.

8 And in the day of our suffering and tribulation He saves us not,
And we find no respite for confession

That our Lord istruein all Hisworks, and in His judgements and His justice,
And His judgements have no respect of persons.

And we pass away from before His face on account of our works,
And all our sins are reckoned up in righteousness.'

10 Now they shall say unto themselves:. ' Our souls are full of unrighteous gain, but it does not prevent us
from descending from the midst thereof into the burden of Sheol.'

11 And after that their faces shall be filled with darkness
And shame before that Son of Man,
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And they shall be driven from his presence,
And the sword shall abide before his face in their midst.

12 Thus spake the Lord of Spirits: ' Thisis the ordinance and judgement with respect to the mighty and
the kings and the exalted and those who possess the earth before the Lord of Spirits.'

[ Chapter 64]

1,2 And other forms | saw hidden in that place. | heard the voice of the angel saying: ' These are the
angels who descended to the earth, and revealed what was hidden to the children of men and seduced the
children of men into committing sin.'

[ Chapter 65]

1, 2 And in those days Noah saw the earth that it had sunk down and its destruction was nigh. And he
arose from thence and went to the ends of the earth, and cried aloud to his grandfather Enoch: 3 and
Noah said three times with an embittered voice: Hear me, hear me, hear me." And | said unto him: ' Tell
me what it isthat isfalling out on the earth that the earth isin such evil plight 4 and shaken, lest
perchance | shall perish with it ?' And thereupon there was a great commotion , on the earth, and avoice
was heard from heaven, and | fell on my face. And Enoch my grandfather came and stood by me, and
said unto me: ' Why hast thou cried unto me with abitter cry and weeping 6 And a command has gone
forth from the presence of the Lord concerning those who dwell on the earth that their ruinis
accomplished because they have learnt al the secrets of the angels, and all the violence of the Satans, and
all their powers -the most secret ones- and all the power of those who practice sorcery, and the power of
witchcraft, and the power of those who make molten images 7 for the whole earth: And how silver is
produced from the dust of the earth, and how soft metal 8 originatesin the earth. For lead and tin are not
produced from the earth like the first: it isafountain 9 that produces them, and an angel stands therein,
and that angel is pre-eminent." And after that my grandfather Enoch took hold of me by my hand and
raised me up, and said unto me: ' Go, for | have 10 asked the Lord of Spirits as touching this commotion
on the earth. And He said unto me: " Because of their unrighteousness their judgement has been
determined upon and shall not be withheld by Me for ever. Because of the sorceries which they have
searched out and learnt, the earth and those 11 who dwell upon it shall be destroyed.” And these-they
have no place of repentance for ever, because they have shown them what was hidden, and they are the
damned: but as for thee, my son, the Lord of Spirits knows that thou art pure, and guiltless of this
reproach concerning the secrets.

12 And He has destined thy name to be among the holy,

And will preserve thee amongst those who dwell on the earth,

And has destined thy righteous seed both for kingship and for great honours,

And from thy seed shall proceed afountain of the righteous and holy without number for ever.

[ Chapter 66]
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1 And after that he showed me the angels of punishment who are prepared to come and let loose all the
powers of the waters which are beneath in the earth in order to bring judgement and destruction 2 on all
who [abide and] dwell on the earth. And the Lord of Spirits gave commandment to the angels who were
going forth, that they should not cause the waters to rise but should hold them 3 in check; for those
angels were over the powers of the waters. And | went away from the presence of Enoch.

[Chapter 67]

1 And in those days the word of God came unto me, and He said unto me: ' Noah, thy lot has come 2 Up
before Me, alot without blame, alot of love and uprightness. And now the angels are making a wooden
(building), and when they have completed that task | will place My hand upon it and preserve it, and
there shall come forth from it the seed of life, and a change shall set in so that the 3 earth will not remain
without inhabitant. And | will make fast thy sed before me for ever and ever, and | will spread abroad
those who dwell with thee: it shall not be unfruitful on the face of the earth, but it shall be blessed and
multiply on the earth in the name of the Lord.' 4 And He will imprison those angels, who have shown
unrighteousness, in that burning valley which my grandfather Enoch had formerly shown to mein the
west among the mountains of gold 5 and silver and iron and soft metal and tin. And | saw that valley in
which there was a great 6 convulsion and a convulsion of the waters. And when all thistook place, from
that fiery molten metal and from the convulsion thereof in that place, there was produced a smell of
sulphur, and it was connected with those waters, and that valley of the angels who had led astray
(mankind) burned 7 beneath that land. And through its valleys proceed streams of fire, where these
angels are punished who had led astray those who dwell upon the earth. 8 But those waters shall in those
days serve for the kings and the mighty and the exalted, and those who dwell on the earth, for the healing
of the body, but for the punishment of the spirit; now their spirit isfull of lust, that they may be punished
in their body, for they have denied the Lord of Spirits 9 and see their punishment daily, and yet believe
not in His name. And in proportion as the burning of their bodies becomes severe, a corresponding
change shall take place in their spirit for ever and ever; 10 for before the Lord of Spirits none shall utter
an idle word. For the judgement shall come upon them, 11 because they believe in the lust of their body
and deny the Spirit of the Lord. And those same waters will undergo a change in those days; for when
those angels are punished in these waters, these water-springs shall change their temperature, and when
the angels ascend, this water of the 12 springs shall change and become cold. And | heard Michagl
answering and saying: ' Thisjudgement wherewith the angels are judged is a testimony for the kings and
the mighty who possess the 13 earth.’ Because these waters of judgement minister to the healing of the
body of the kings and the lust of their body; therefore they will not see and will not believe that those
waters will change and become afire which burnsfor ever.

[ Chapter 68]
1 And after that my grandfather Enoch gave me the teaching of al the secretsin the book in the Parables
which had been given to him, and he put them together for me in the words of the book 2 of the Parables.

And on that day Michael answered Raphael and said: ' The power of the spirit transports and makes me
to tremble because of the severity of the judgement of the secrets, the judgement of the angels: who can
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endure the severe judgement which has been executed, and before 3 which they melt away ?' And
Michael answered again, and said to Raphael: ' Who is he whose heart is not softened concerning it, and
whose reins are not troubled by this word of judgement 4 (that) has gone forth upon them because of
those who have thus led them out ?' And it came to pass when he stood before the Lord of Spirits,
Michael said thusto Raphael: ' | will not take their part under the eye of the Lord; for the Lord of Spirits
has been angry with them because they do 5 as if they were the Lord. Therefore all that is hidden shall
come upon them for ever and ever; for neither angel nor man shall have his portion (in it), but alone they
have received their judgement for ever and ever.

[Chapter 69]

1 And after this judgement they shall terrify and make them to tremble because they have shown thisto
those who dwell on the earth. 2 And behold the names of those angels [and these are their names: the
first of them is Samjaza, the second Artagifa, and the third Armen, the fourth Kokabel, the fifth Turael,
the sixth Rumjal, the seventh Danjal, the eighth Negael, the ninth Baragel, the tenth Azazel, the eleventh
Armaros, the twelfth Batarjal, the thirteenth Busasgjal, the fourteenth Hananel, the fifteenth Turel, and
the sixteenth Simapesiel, the seventeenth Jetrel, the eighteenth Tumael, the nineteenth Turel, 3 the
twentieth Rumael, the twenty-first Azazel. And these are the chiefs of their angels and their names, and
their chief ones over hundreds and over fifties and over tens]. 4 The name of the first Jeqon: that is, the
one who led astray [all] the sons of God, and brought them 5 down to the earth, and led them astray
through the daughters of men. And the second was named Asbeel: he imparted to the holy sons of God
evil counsel, and led them astray so that they defiled 6 their bodies with the daughters of men. And the
third was named Gadreel: heit iswho showed the children of men all the blows of death, and he led
astray Eve, and showed [the weapons of death to the sons of men] the shield and the coat of mail, and the
sword for battle, and all the weapons 7 of death to the children of men. And from his hand they have
proceeded against those who dwell 8 on the earth from that day and for evermore. And the fourth was
named Penemue: he taught the 9 children of men the bitter and the sweet, and he taught them al the
secrets of their wisdom. And he instructed mankind in writing with ink and paper, and thereby many
sinned from eternity to 10 eternity and until this day. For men were not created for such a purpose, to
give confirmation 11 to their good faith with pen and ink. For men were created exactly like the angels,
to the intent that they should continue pure and righteous, and death, which destroys everything, could
not have taken hold of them, but through this their knowledge they are perishing, and through this power
12 it is consuming me. And the fifth was named Kasdeja: this is he who showed the children of men all
the wicked smitings of spirits and demons, and the smitings of the embryo in the womb, that it may pass
away, and [the smitings of the soul] the bites of the serpent, and the smitings 13 which befall through the
noontide heat, the son of the serpent named Tabaet. And thisis the task of Kasbeel, the chief of the oath
which he showed to the holy ones when he dwelt high 4 abovein glory, and itsnameis Biga. This
(angel) requested Michael to show him the hidden name, that he might enunciate it in the oath, so that
those might quake before that name and oath who revealed all that was in secret to the children of men.
And thisis the power of this oath, for it is powerful and strong, and he placed this oath Akae in the hand
of Michadl.

16 And these are the secrets of thisoath . . .
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And they are strong through his oath:
And the heaven was suspended before the world was created,
And for ever.

17 And through it the earth was founded upon the water,
And from the secret recesses of the mountains come beautiful waters,
From the creation of the world and unto eternity.

18 And through that oath the sea was created,
And as its foundation He set for it the sand against the time of (its) anger,
And it dare not pass beyond it from the creation of the world unto eternity.

9 And through that oath are the depths made fast,
And abide and stir not from their place from eternity to eternity.

20 And through that oath the sun and moon complete their course,
And deviate not from their ordinance from eternity to eternity.

21 And through that oath the stars complete their course,
And He calls them by their names,
And they answer Him from eternity to eternity.

22 [And in like manner the spirits of the water, and of the winds, and of all zephyrs, and (their) paths 23
from all the quarters of the winds. And there are preserved the voices of the thunder and the light of the
lightnings: and there are preserved the chambers of the hail and the chambers of the 24 hoarfrost, and the
chambers of the mist, and the chambers of the rain and the dew. And all these believe and give thanks
before the Lord of Spirits, and glorify (Him) with al their power, and their food isin every act of
thanksgiving: they thank and glorify and extol the name of the Lord of Spiritsfor ever and ever.]

25 And this oath is mighty over them
And through it [they are preserved and] their paths are preserved,
And their course is not destroyed.

26 And there was great joy amongst them,
And they blessed and glorified and extolled
Because the name of that Son of Man had been revealed unto them.

27 And he sat on the throne of his glory,

And the sum of judgement was given unto the Son of Man,

And he caused the sinners to pass away and be destroyed from off the face of the earth,
And those who have led the world astray.

http://wesley.nnu.edu/noncanon/ot/pseudo/enoch.htm (37 of 74) [20/07/2004 11:17:52 p.m.]



The Book of Enoch

28 With chains shall they be bound,
And in their assemblage-place of destruction shall they be imprisoned,
And all their works vanish from the face of the earth.

29 And from henceforth there shall be nothing corruptible;
For that Son of Man has appeared,

And has seated himself on the throne of his glory,

And all evil shall pass away before his face,

And the word of that Son of Man shall go forth

And be strong before the Lord of Spirits.
[Chapter 70]

1 And it came to pass after this that his name during his lifetime was raised al oft to that Son of 2 Man
and to the Lord of Spirits from amongst those who dwell on the earth. And he was raised aloft 3 on the
chariots of the spirit and his name vanished among them. And from that day | was no longer numbered
amongst them: and he set me between the two winds, between the North and the 4 West, where the
angels took the cords to measure for me the place for the elect and righteous. And there | saw the first
fathers and the righteous who from the beginning dwell in that place.

[Chapter 71]

1 And it came to pass after this that my spirit was trand ated
And it ascended into the heavens:

And | saw the holy sons of God.

They were stepping on flames of fire:

Their garments were white [and their raiment],

And their faces shone like snow.

2 And | saw two streams of fire,
And the light of that fire shone like hyacinth,
And | fell on my face before the Lord of Spirits.

3 And the angel Michael [one of the archangels] seized me by my right hand,
And lifted me up and led me forth into al the secrets,
And he showed me al the secrets of righteousness.

4 And he showed me all the secrets of the ends of the heaven,
And all the chambers of all the stars, and all the luminaries,
Whence they proceed before the face of the holy ones.
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5 And he translated my spirit into the heaven of heavens,
And | saw there as it were a structure built of crystals,
And between those crystals tongues of living fire.

6 And my spirit saw the girdle which girt that house of fire,
And on its four sides were streams full of living fire,
And they girt that house.

7 And round about were Seraphin, Cherubic, and Ophannin:
And these are they who slegp not
And guard the throne of His glory.

8 And | saw angels who could not be counted,
A thousand thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand,
Encircling that house.

And Michael, and Raphael, and Gabriel, and Phanuel,
And the holy angels who are above the heavens,
Go in and out of that house.

9 And they came forth from that house,
And Michael and Gabriel, Raphael and Phanuel,
And many holy angels without number.

10 And with them the Head of Days,
His head white and pure as woal,
And His raiment indescribable.

11 And | fell on my face,
And my whole body became relaxed,
And my spirit was transfigured;

And | cried with aloud voice, . . .
with the spirit of power,
And blessed and glorified and extolled.

12 And these blessings which went forth out of my mouth were well pleasing before that Head of Days.
And that Head of Days came with Michael and Gabriel, Raphael and Phanuel, thousands and ten
thousands of angels without number.

[Lost passage wherein the Son of Man was described as accompanying the Head of Days, and Enoch
asked one of the angels (asin xlvi. 3) concerning the Son of Man as to who he was\]
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14 And he (i.e. the angel) came to me and greeted me with His voice, and said unto me'
Thisisthe Son of Man who is born unto righteousness,

And righteousness abides over him,

And the righteousness of the Head of Days forsakes him not.’

15 And he said unto me;

' He proclaims unto thee peace in the name of the world to come;

For from hence has proceeded peace since the creation of the world,

And so shall it be unto thee for ever and for ever and ever.

16 And all shall walk in his ways since righteousness never forsaketh him:
With him will be their dwelling-places, and with him their heritage,
And they shall not be separated from him for ever and ever and ever.

And so there shall be length of days with that Son of Man,
And the righteous shall have peace and an upright way
In the name of the Lord of Spirits for ever and ever.'

Section | I I. Chapters LXXI-LXXXII
The Book of the Heavenly Luminaries

[Chapter 72]

1 The book of the courses of the luminaries of the heaven, the relations of each, according to their
classes, their dominion and their seasons, according to their names and places of origin, and according to
their months, which Uriel, the holy angel, who was with me, who is their guide, showed me; and he
showed me all their laws exactly asthey are, and how it iswith regard to all the years of the world 2 and
unto eternity, till the new creation is accomplished which dureth till eternity. And thisisthefirst law of
the luminaries: the luminary the Sun hasitsrising in the eastern portals of the heaven, 3 and its setting in
the western portals of the heaven. And | saw six portals in which the sun rises, and six portalsin which
the sun sets and the moon rises and sets in these portals, and the leaders of the stars and those whom they
lead: six in the east and six in the west, and al following each other 4 in accurately corresponding order:
also many windows to the right and left of these portals. And first there goes forth the great luminary,
named the Sun, and his circumferenceis like the 5 circumference of the heaven, and he is quite filled
with illuminating and heating fire. The chariot on which he ascends, the wind drives, and the sun goes
down from the heaven and returns through the north in order to reach the east, and is so guided that he
comes to the appropriate (lit. * that ) portal and 6 shinesin the face of the heaven. In thisway herisesin
the first month in the great portal, which 7 is the fourth [those six portalsin the cast]. And in that fourth
portal from which the sun risesin the first month are twelve window-openings, from which proceed a
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flame when they are opened in 8 their season. When the sun rises in the heaven, he comes forth through
that fourth portal thirty, 9 mornings in succession, and sets accurately in the fourth portal in the west of
the heaven. And during this period the day becomes daily longer and the night nightly shorter to the
thirtieth 10 morning. On that day the day is longer than the night by a ninth part, and the day amounts
exactly to ten parts and the night to eight parts. And the sun rises from that fourth portal, and setsin the
fourth and returns to the fifth portal of the east thirty mornings, and rises from it and sets in the fifth 12
portal. And then the day becomes longer by two parts and amounts to eleven parts, and the night 13
becomes shorter and amounts to seven parts. And it returns to the east and entersinto the sixth 14 portal,
and rises and sets in the sixth portal one-and-thirty mornings on account of its sign. On that day the day
becomes longer than the night, and the day becomes double the night, and the day 15 becomes twelve
parts, and the night is shortened and becomes six parts. And the sun mounts up to make the day shorter
and the night longer, and the sun returns to the east and enters into the 16 sixth portal, and rises from it
and sets thirty mornings. And when thirty mornings are accomplished, 17 the day decreases by exactly
one part, and becomes eleven parts, and the night seven. And the sun goes forth from that sixth portal in
the west, and goes to the east and risesin the fifth portal for 18 thirty mornings, and setsin the west again
in the fifth western portal. On that day the day decreases by two parts, and amounts to ten parts and the
night to eight parts. And the sun goes forth from that fifth portal and sets in the fifth portal of the west,
and rises in the fourth portal for one- 20 and-thirty mornings on account of its sign, and setsin the west.
On that day the day is equalized with the night, [and becomes of equal length], and the night amountsto
nine parts and the day to 21 nine parts. And the sun rises from that portal and setsin the west, and returns
to the east and rises 22 thirty morningsin the third portal and sets in the west in the third portal. And on
that day the night becomes longer than the day, and night becomes longer than night, and day shorter
than day till the thirtieth morning, and the night amounts exactly to ten parts and the day to eight 23
parts. And the sun rises from that third portal and setsin the third portal in the west and returnsto the
east, and for thirty mornings rises 24 in the second portal in the east, and in like manner setsin the
second portal in the west of the heaven. And on that day the night amounts to eleven 25 parts and the day
to seven parts. And the sun rises on that day from that second portal and sets in the west in the second
portal, and returns to the east into the first portal for one-and-thirty 26 mornings, and setsin the first
portal in the west of the heaven. And on that day the night becomes longer and amounts to the double of
the day: and the night amounts exactly to twelve parts and 27 the day to six. And the sun has (therewith)
traversed the divisions of his orbit and turns again on those divisions of his orbit, and enters that portal
thirty mornings and sets also in the west 28 opposite to it. And on that night has the night decreased in
length by a ninth part, and the night 29 has become eleven parts and the day seven parts. And the sun has
returned and entered into the second portal in the east, and returns on those his divisions of his orbit for
thirty mornings, rising 30 and setting. And on that day the night decreases in length, and the night
amounts to ten parts 31 and the day to eight. And on that day the sun rises from that portal, and setsin
the west, and returns to the east, and rises in the third portal for one-and-thirty mornings, and setsin the
west of the heaven. 32 On that day the night decreases and amounts to nine parts, and the day to nine
parts, and the night 33 is equal to the day and the year is exactly as to its days three hundred and sixty-
four. And the length of the day and of the night, and the shortness of the day and of the night arise-
through the course 34 of the sun these distinctions are made (lit. ' they are separated "). So it comes that
its course becomes 35 daily longer, and its course nightly shorter. And thisis the law and the course of
the sun, and his return as often as he returns sixty times and rises, i.e. the great luminary which is named

http://wesley.nnu.edu/noncanon/ot/pseudo/enoch.htm (41 of 74) [20/07/2004 11:17:52 p.m.]



The Book of Enoch

the sun, for ever and ever. And that which (thus) risesisthe great luminary, and is so named according to
37 its appearance, according as the Lord commanded. As he rises, so he sets and decreases not, and rests
not, but runs day and night, and his light is sevenfold brighter than that of the moon; but as regards size
they are both equal.

[Chapter 73]

1 And after thislaw | saw another law dealing with the smaller luminary, which is hamed the Moon. And
her circumference is like the circumference of the heaven, and her chariot in which sheridesis driven by
the wind, and light is given to her in (definite) measure. And her rising and setting change every month:
and her days are like the days of the sun, and when her light isuniform (i.e. full) it amounts to the
seventh part of the light of the sun. And thus she rises. And her first phase in the east comes forth on the
thirtieth morning: and on that day she becomes visible, and constitutes for you the first phase of the
moon on the thirtieth day together with the sun in the portal where the sun rises. And the one half of her
goes forth by a seventh part, and her whole circumference is empty, without light, with the exception of
one-seventh part of it, (and) the 6 fourteenth part of her light. And when she receives one-seventh part of
the half of her light, her light 7 amounts to one-seventh part and the half thereof. And she sets with the
sun, and when the sun rises the moon rises with him and receives the half of one part of light, and in that
night in the beginning of her morning [in the commencement of the lunar day] the moon sets with the
sun, and 8 isinvisible that night with the fourteen parts and the half of one of them. And she rises on that
day with exactly a seventh part, and comes forth and recedes from the rising of the sun, and in her
remaining days she becomes bright in the (remaining) thirteen parts.

[Chapter 74]

1 And | saw another course, alaw for her, (and) how according to that law she performs her monthly 2
revolution. And all these Uriel, the holy angel who is the leader of them all, showed to me, and their
positions, and | wrote down their positions as he showed them to me, and | wrote down their months 3 as
they were, and the appearance of their lightstill fifteen days were accomplished. In single seventh parts
she accomplishes all her light in the east, and in single seventh parts accomplishes all her 4 darknessin
the west. And in certain months she alters her settings, and in certain months she pursues 5 her own
peculiar course. In two months the moon sets with the sun: in those two middle portals the 6 third and the
fourth. She goes forth for seven days, and turns about and returns again through the portal where the sun
rises, and accomplishes all her light: and she recedes from the sun, and in eight 7 days enters the sixth
portal from which the sun goes forth. And when the sun goes forth from the fourth portal she goes forth
seven days, until she goes forth from the fifth and turns back again in seven days into the fourth portal
and accomplishes all her light: and she recedes and enters into the 8 first portal in eight days. And she
returns again in seven days into the fourth portal from which the 9, 10 sun goes forth. Thus | saw their
position -how the moons rose and the sun set in those days. And if five years are added together the sun
has an overplus of thirty days, and al the days which accrue 11 to it for one of those five years, when
they are full, amount to 364 days. And the overplus of the sun and of the stars amounts to six days: in 5
years 6 days every year come to 30 days. and the 12 moon falls behind the sun and stars to the number of
30 days. And the sun and the stars bring in all the years exactly, so that they do not advance or delay their

http://wesley.nnu.edu/noncanon/ot/pseudo/enoch.htm (42 of 74) [20/07/2004 11:17:52 p.m.]



The Book of Enoch

position by a single day unto eternity; but complete the years with perfect justice in 364 days. In 3 years
there are 1,092 days, and in 5 years 1,820 days, so that in 8 years there are 2,912 days. For the moon
alone the days amount in 3 years to 1,062 days, and in 5 years she falls 50 days behind: [i.e. to the sum
(of 1,770) thereis 5 to be added (1,000 and) 62 days.] And in 5 yearsthere are 1,770 days, so that for the
moon the days 6 in 8 years amount to 21,832 days. [For in 8 years she falls behind to the amount of 80
days], al the 17 days she falls behind in 8 years are 80. And the year is accurately completed in
conformity with their world-stations and the stations of the sun, which rise from the portals through
which it (the sun) rises and sets 30 days.

[Chapter 75]

1 And the leaders of the heads of the thousands, who are placed over the whole creation and over all the
stars, have aso to do with the four intercalary days, being inseparable from their office, according to the
reckoning of the year, and these render service on the four days which are not 2 reckoned in the
reckoning of the year. And owing to them men go wrong therein, for those luminaries truly render
service on the world-stations, one in the first portal, one in the third portal of the heaven, onein the
fourth portal, and one in the sixth portal, and the exactness of the year is 3 accomplished through its
separate three hundred and sixty-four stations. For the signs and the times and the years and the days the
angel Uriel showed to me, whom the Lord of glory hath set for ever over al the luminaries of the heaven,
in the heaven and in the world, that they should rule on the face of the heaven and be seen on the earth,
and be leaders for the day and the night, i.e. the sun, moon, and stars, and all the ministering creatures
which make their revolution in all the chariots 4 of the heaven. In like manner twelve doors Uriel showed
me, open in the circumference of the sun's chariot in the heaven, through which the rays of the sun break
forth: and from them iswarmth 5 diffused over the earth, when they are opened at their appointed
seasons. [And for the winds and 6 the spirit of the dew when they are opened, standing open in the
heavens at the ends.] Asfor the twelve portalsin the heaven, at the ends of the earth, out of which go
forth the sun, moon, and stars, 7 and all the works of heaven in the east and in the west, There are many
windows open to the left and right of them, and one window at its (appointed) season produces warmith,
corresponding (as these do) to those doors from which the stars come forth according as He has
commanded them, 8 and wherein they set corresponding to their number. And | saw chariots in the
heaven, running 9 in the world, above those portals in which revolve the stars that never set. And oneis
larger than all the rest, and it is that that makes its course through the entire world.

[Chapter 76]

1 And at the ends of the earth | saw twelve portals open to al the quarters (of the heaven), from 2 which
the winds go forth and blow over the earth. Three of them are open on the face (i.e. the east) of the
heavens, and three in the west, and three on the right (i.e. the south) of the heaven, and 3 three on the left
(i.e. the north). And the three first are those of the east, and three are of the 4 north, and three [after those
on the left] of the south, and three of the west. Through four of these come winds of blessing and
prosperity, and from those eight come hurtful winds: when they are sent, they bring destruction on all the
earth and on the water upon it, and on all who dwell thereon, and on everything which isin the water and
ontheland. 5 And the first wind from those portals, called the east wind, comes forth through the first
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portal which isin the east, inclining towards the south: from it come forth desolation, drought, hest, 6
and destruction. And through the second portal in the middle comes what isfitting, and from it there
come rain and fruitfulness and prosperity and dew; and through the third portal which lies toward the
north come cold and drought. 7 And after these come forth the south winds through three portals. through
thefirst portal of 8 them inclining to the east comes forth a hot wind. And through the middle portal next
to it there 9 come forth fragrant smells, and dew and rain, and prosperity and health. And through the
third portal lying to the west come forth dew and rain, locusts and desolation. 10 And after these the
north winds: from the seventh portal in the east come dew and rain, locusts and desolation. And from the
middle portal come in adirect direction health and rain and dew and prosperity; and through the third
portal in the west come cloud and hoar-frost, and snow and rain, and dew and locusts. 12 And after these
[four] are the west winds:. through the first portal adjoining the north come forth dew and hoar-frost, and
cold and snow and frost. And from the middle portal come forth dew and rain, and prosperity and
blessing; and through the last portal which adjoins the south come forth drought and desolation, and
burning and destruction. And the twelve portals of the four quarters of the heaven are therewith
completed, and al their laws and al their plagues and all their benefactions have | shown to thee, my son
Methuselah.

[Chapter 77]

1 And thefirst quarter is called the east, because it is the first: and the second, the south, because the
Most High will descend there, yea, therein quite a special sense will He who is blessed for ever 2
descend. And the west quarter is named the diminished, because there all the luminaries of the 3 heaven
wane and go down. And the fourth quarter, named the north, is divided into three parts: the first of them
is for the dwelling of men: and the second contains seas of water, and the abysses and forests and rivers,
and darkness and clouds; and the third part contains the garden of righteousness. 4 | saw seven high
mountains, higher than all the mountains which are on the earth: and thence 5 comes forth hoar-frost, and
days, seasons, and years pass away. | saw seven rivers on the earth larger than all the rivers: one of them
coming from the west pours its waters into the Great Sea. 6 And these two come from the north to the sea
and pour their waters into the Erythraean Seain the 7 east. And the remaining, four come forth on the
side of the north to their own sea, two of them to the Erythraean Sea, and two into the Great Sea and
discharge themselves there [and some say: 8 into the desert]. Seven great islands | saw inthe seaand in
the mainland: two in the mainland and five in the Great Sea.

[Chapter 78]

1, 2 And the names of the sun are the following: the first Orjares, and the second Tomas. And the moon
has four names: the first name is Asonja, the second Ebla, the third Benase, and the fourth 3 Erae. These
are the two great luminaries: their circumference is like the circumference of the 4 heaven, and the size
of the circumference of both is alike. In the circumference of the sun there are seven portions of light
which are added to it more than to the moon, and in definite measuresit is s transferred till the seventh
portion of the sun is exhausted. And they set and enter the portals of the west, and make their revolution
by the north, and come forth through the eastern portals 6 on the face of the heaven. And when the moon
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rises one-fourteenth part appears in the heaven: 7 [the light becomes full in her]: on the fourteenth day
she accomplishes her light. And fifteen parts of light are transferred to her till the fifteenth day (when)
her light is accomplished, according to the sign of the year, and she becomes fifteen parts, and the moon
grows by (the addition of) fourteenth 8 parts. And in her waning (the moon) decreases on the first day to
fourteen parts of her light, on the second to thirteen parts of light, on the third to twelve, on the fourth to
eleven, on thefifth to ten, on the sixth to nine, on the seventh to eight, on the eighth to seven, on the
ninth to six, on the tenth to five, on the eleventh to four, on the twelfth to three, on the thirteenth to two,
on the 9 fourteenth to the half of a seventh, and all her remaining light disappears wholly on the fifteenth.
And 10 in certain months the month has twenty-nine days and once twenty-eight. And Uriel showed me
another law: when light is transferred to the moon, and on which side it istransferred to her by the sun.
During all the period during which the moon is growing in her light, she istransferring it to herself when
opposite to the sun during fourteen days [her light is accomplished in the heaven, 12 and when sheis
illumined throughout, her light is accomplished full in the heaven. And on the first 13 day sheiscalled
the new moon, for on that day the light rises upon her. She becomes full moon exactly on the day when
the sun sets in the west, and from the east she rises at night, and the moon shines the whole night through
till the sun rises over against her and the moon is seen over against the sun. On the side whence the light
of the moon comes forth, there again she wanestill all the light vanishes and all the days of the month are
at an end, and her circumference is empty, void of 5 light. And three months she makes of thirty days,
and at her time she makes three months of twenty- nine days each, in which she accomplishes her waning
in thefirst period of time, and in thefirst 6 portal for one hundred and seventy-seven days. And in the
time of her going out she appears for three months (of) thirty days each, and for three months she appears
(of) twenty-nine each. At night she appears like a man for twenty days each time, and by day she appears
like the heaven, and there is nothing else in her save her light.

[Chapter 79]

1 And now, my son, | have shown thee everything, and the law of all the stars of the heavenis 2
completed. And he showed me all the laws of these for every day, and for every season of bearing rule,
and for every year, and for its going forth, and for the order prescribed to it every month 3 and every
week: And the waning of the moon which takes place in the sixth portal: for in this 4 sixth portal her
light is accomplished, and after that there is the beginning of the waning: (And the waning) which takes
place in thefirst portal in its season, till one hundred and seventy-seven 5 days are accomplished:
reckoned according to weeks, twenty-five (weeks) and two days. She falls behind the sun and the order
of the stars exactly five daysin the course of one period, and when 6 this place which thou seest has been
traversed. Such is the picture and sketch of every luminary which Uriel the archangel, who is their leader,
showed unto me.

[ Chapter 80]

1 And in those days the angel Uriel answered and said to me: ' Behold, | have shown thee everything,
Enoch, and | have revealed everything to thee that thou shouldst see this sun and this moon, and the
leaders of the stars of the heaven and all those who turn them, their tasks and times and departures.
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2 And in the days of the sinners the years shall be shortened,

And their seed shall be tardy on their lands and fields,

And all things on the earth shall alter,

And shall not appear in their time:

And therain shall be kept back

And the heaven shall withhold (it).

3 And in those times the fruits of the earth shall be backward,

And shall not grow in thelir time,

And the fruits of the trees shall be withheld in their time.

4 And the moon shall alter her order,

And not appear at her time.

5 [And in those days the sun shall be seen and he shall journey in the evening on the extremity of the
great chariot in the west]

And shall shine more brightly than accords with the order of light.

6 And many chiefs of the stars shall transgress the order (prescribed).
And these shall alter their orbits and tasks,

And not appear at the seasons prescribed to them.

7 And the whole order of the stars shall be concealed from the sinners,
And the thoughts of those on the earth shall err concerning them,
[And they shall be altered from all their ways|,

Y eaq, they shall err and take them to be gods.

8 And evil shall be multiplied upon them,

And punishment shall come upon them So asto destroy all.'

[Chapter 81]

1 And he said unto me:

' Observe, Enoch, these heavenly tablets,
And read what is written thereon,

And mark every individual fact.'

2 And | observed the heavenly tablets, and read everything which was written (thereon) and understood
everything, and read the book of al the deeds of mankind, and of all the children of flesh 3 that shall be
upon the earth to the remotest generations. And forthwith | blessed the great Lord the King of glory for

ever, in that He has made al the works of the world,

And | extolled the Lord because of His patience,
And blessed Him because of the children of men.

4 And after that | said:
' Blessed is the man who dies in righteousness and goodness,
Concerning whom there is no book of unrighteousness written,
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And against whom no day of judgement shall be found.'

5 And those seven holy ones brought me and placed me on the earth before the door of my house, and
said to me: ' Declare everything to thy son Methuselah, and show to all thy children that no 6 fleshis
righteous in the sight of the Lord, for He istheir Creator. One year we will leave thee with thy son, till
thou givest thy (last) commands, that thou mayest teach thy children and record (it) for them, and testify
to al thy children; and in the second year they shall take thee from their midst.

7 Let thy heart be strong,
For the good shall announce righteousness to the good;

The righteous with the righteous shall rejoice,
And shall offer congratulation to one another.

8 But the sinners shall die with the sinners,
And the apostate go down with the apostate.

9 And those who practice righteousness shall die on account of the deeds of men,
And be taken away on account of the doings of the godless.'

10 And in those days they ceased to speak to me, and | came to my people, blessing the Lord of the
world.

[Chapter 82]

1 And now, my son Methuselah, all these things | am recounting to thee and writing down for thee! and |
have revealed to thee everything, and given thee books concerning all these: so preserve, my son
Methuselah, the books from thy father's hand, and (see) that thou deliver them to the generations of the
world.

2 | have given Wisdom to thee and to thy children,
[And thy children that shall be to thee],

That they may giveit to their children for generations,
Thiswisdom (namely) that passeth their thought.

3 And those who understand it shall not sleep,
But shall listen with the ear that they may learn this wisdom,
And it shall please those that eat thereof better than good food.

4 Blessed are all the righteous, blessed are all those who walk In the way of righteousness and sin not as
the sinners, in the reckoning of all their days in which the sun traverses the heaven, entering into and
departing from the portals for thirty days with the heads of thousands of the order of the stars, together

http://wesley.nnu.edu/noncanon/ot/pseudo/enoch.htm (47 of 74) [20/07/2004 11:17:52 p.m.]



The Book of Enoch

with the four which are intercal ated which divide the four portions of the year, which 5 lead them and
enter with them four days. Owing to them men shall be at fault and not reckon them in the whole
reckoning of the year: yea, men shall be at fault, and not recognize them 6 accurately. For they belong to
the reckoning of the year and are truly recorded (thereon) for ever, onein the first portal and onein the
third, and one in the fourth and one in the sixth, and the year is completed in three hundred and sixty-four
days. 7 And the account thereof is accurate and the recorded reckoning thereof exact; for the luminaries,
and months and festivals, and years and days, has Uriel shown and revealed to me, to whom the 8 Lord
of the whole creation of the world hath subjected the host of heaven. And he has power over night and
day in the heaven to cause the light to give light to men -sun, moon, and stars, 9 and all the powers of the
heaven which revolve in their circular chariots. And these are the orders of the stars, which set in their
places, and in their seasons and festivals and months. 10 And these are the names of those who |lead
them, who watch that they enter at their times, in their orders, in their seasons, in their months, in their
periods of dominion, and in their positions. Their four leaders who divide the four parts of the year enter
first; and after them the twelve leaders of the orders who divide the months; and for the three hundred
and sixty (days) there are heads over thousands who divide the days; and for the four intercalary days
there are the leaders which sunder 12 the four parts of the year. And these heads over thousands are
intercalated between 13 leader and leader, each behind a station, but their leaders make the division. And
these are the names of the leaders who divide the four parts of the year which are ordained: Milki'el,
Hel'emmelek, and Mel'gal, 14 and Narel. And the names of those who lead them: Adnar'el, and
ljasusael, and 'Elome'el- these three follow the |eaders of the orders, and there is one that follows the
three leaders of the orders which follow those leaders of stations that divide the four parts of the year. In
the beginning of the year Melkegjal risesfirst and rules, who is named Tam'aini and sun, and 16 all the
days of his dominion whilst he bears rule are ninety-one days. And these are the signs of the days which
are to be seen on earth in the days of his dominion: sweat, and heat, and calms; and all the trees bear
fruit, and leaves are produced on all the trees, and the harvest of wheat, and the rose-flowers, and all the
flowers which come forth in the field, but the trees of the winter season become withered. And these are
the names of the leaders which are under them: Berkael, Zelebsel, and another who is added a head of a
thousand, called Hilujaseph: and the days of the dominion of this (leader) are at an end. 18 The next
leader after him is Hel'emmel ek, whom one names the shining sun, and all the days 19 of hislight are
ninety-one days. And these are the signs of (his) days on the earth: glowing heat and dryness, and the
trees ripen their fruits and produce all their fruits ripe and ready, and the sheep pair and become pregnant,
and all the fruits of the earth are gathered in, and everything that is 20 in the fields, and the winepress:
these things take place in the days of his dominion. These are the names, and the orders, and the leaders
of those heads of thousands. Gidaljal, Ke'el, and He'el, and the name of the head of athousand whichis
added to them, Asfael: and the days of his dominion are at an end.

Section IV. Chapters LXXXIII-XC.
The Dream-Visions.

[Chapter 83]
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1 And now, my son Methuselah, | will show thee al my visions which | have seen, recounting 2 them
before thee. Two visions | saw before | took awife, and the one was quite unlike the other: the first when
| was learning to write: the second before | took thy mother, (when) | saw aterrible 3 vision. And
regarding them | prayed to the Lord. | had laid me down in the house of my grandfather Mahalalel,
(when) | saw in avision how the heaven collapsed and was borne off and fell to 4 the earth. And when it
fell to the earth | saw how the earth was swallowed up in a great abyss, and mountains were suspended
on mountains, and hills sank down on hills, and high trees were rent 5 from their stems, and hurled down
and sunk in the abyss. And thereupon aword fell into my mouth, 6 and | lifted up (my voice) to cry
aloud, and said: ' The earth is destroyed." And my grandfather Mahalalel waked me as| lay near him, and
said unto me: ' Why dost thou cry so, my son, and why 7 dost thou make such lamentation? And |
recounted to him the whole vision which | had seen, and he said unto me: ' A terrible thing hast thou
seen, my son, and of grave moment is thy dream- vision as to the secrets of all the sin of the earth: it
must sink into the abyss and be destroyed with 8 a great destruction. And now, my son, arise and make
petition to the Lord of glory, since thou art a believer, that aremnant may remain on the earth, and that
He may not destroy the whole 9 earth. My son, from heaven al this will come upon the earth, and upon
the earth there will be great 10 destruction. After that | arose and prayed and implored and besought, and
wrote down my prayer for the generations of the world, and | will show everything to thee, my son
Methuselah. And when | had gone forth below and seen the heaven, and the sun rising in the east, and the
moon setting in the west, and a few stars, and the whole earth, and everything as He had known it in the
beginning, then | blessed the Lord of judgement and extolled Him because He had made the sun to go
forth from the windows of the east, and he ascended and rose on the face of the heaven, and set out and
kept traversing the path shown unto him.

[Chapter 84]

1 And | lifted up my handsin righteousness and blessed the Holy and Great One, and spake with the
breath of my mouth, and with the tongue of flesh, which God has made for the children of the flesh of
men, that they should speak therewith, and He gave them breath and a tongue and a mouth that they
should speak therewith:

2 Blessed be Thou, O Lord, King,

Great and mighty in Thy greatness,

Lord of the whole creation of the heaven,
King of kings and God of the whole world.

And Thy power and kingship and greatness abide for ever and ever,
And throughout all generations Thy dominion;

And all the heavens are Thy throne for ever,

And the whole earth Thy footstool for ever and ever.

3 For Thou hast made and Thou rulest al things,
And nothing istoo hard for Thee,
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Wisdom departs not from the place of Thy throne,

Nor turns away from Thy presence.

And Thou knowest and seest and hearest everything,

And there is nothing hidden from Thee [for Thou seest everything].

4 And now the angels of Thy heavens are guilty of trespass,

And upon the flesh of men abideth Thy wrath until the great day of judgement.

5 And now, O God and Lord and Great King,

| implore and beseech Thee to fulfil my prayer,

To leave me a posterity on earth,

And not destroy al the flesh of man,

And make the earth without inhabitant,

So that there should be an eternal destruction.

6 And now, my Lord, destroy from the earth the flesh which has aroused Thy wrath,
But the flesh of righteousness and uprightness establish as a plant of the eternal seed,
And hide not Thy face from the prayer of Thy servant, O Lord.'

[Chapter 85]

1,2 And after this| saw another dream, and | will show the whole dream to thee, my son. And Enoch
lifted up (his voice) and spake to his son Methuselah: ' To thee, my son, will | speak: hear my words-
incline thine ear to the dream-vision of thy father. Before | took thy mother Edna, | saw in avision on my
bed, and behold a bull came forth from the earth, and that bull was white; and after it came forth a heifer,
and along with this (latter) came forth two bulls, one of them black and 4 the other red. And that black
bull gored the red one and pursued him over the earth, and thereupon 5 | could no longer see that red
bull. But that black bull grew and that heifer went with him, and 6 | saw that many oxen proceeded from
him which resembled and followed him. And that cow, that first one, went from the presence of that first
bull in order to seek that red one, but found him 7 not, and lamented with a great lamentation over him
and sought him. And | looked till that first 8 bull came to her and quieted her, and from that time onward
she cried no more. And after that she bore another white bull, and after him she bore many bulls and
black cows. 9 And | saw in my sleep that white bull likewise grow and become a great white bull, and
from Him proceeded many white bulls, and they resembled him. And they began to beget many white
bulls, which resembled them, one following the other, (even) many.

[ Chapter 86]

1 And again | saw with mine eyesas| sept, and | saw the heaven above, and behold a star fell 2 from
heaven, and it arose and eat and pastured amongst those oxen. And after that | saw the large and the
black oxen, and behold they al changed their stalls and pastures and their cattle, and began 3 to live with
each other. And again | saw in the vision, and looked towards the heaven, and behold | saw many stars
descend and cast themselves down from heaven to that first star, and they became 4 bulls amongst those
cattle and pastured with them [amongst them]. And | looked at them and saw, and behold they all let out
their privy members, like horses, and began to cover the cows of the oxen, 5 and they all became
pregnant and bare elephants, camels, and asses. And all the oxen feared them and were affrighted at
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them, and began to bite with their teeth and to devour, and to gore with their 6 horns. And they began,
moreover, to devour those oxen; and behold all the children of the earth began to tremble and quake
before them and to flee from them.

[Chapter 87]

1 And again | saw how they began to gore each other and to devour each other, and the earth 2 began to
cry aloud. And | raised mine eyes again to heaven, and | saw in the vision, and behold there came forth
from heaven beings who were like white men: and four went forth from that place 3 and three with them.
And those three that had last come forth grasped me by my hand and took me up, away from the
generations of the earth, and raised me up to alofty place, and showed me 4 atower raised high above
the earth, and all the hills were lower. And one said unto me: * Remain heretill thou seest everything that
befalls those elephants, camels, and asses, and the stars and the oxen, and all of them.’

[ Chapter 88]

1 And | saw one of those four who had come forth first, and he seized that first star which had fallen
from the heaven, and bound it hand and foot and cast it into an abyss. now that abyss was 2 narrow and
deep, and horrible and dark. And one of them drew a sword, and gave it to those elephants and camels
and asses: then they began to smite each other, and the whole earth quaked 3 because of them. And as|
was beholding in the vision, 1o, one of those four who had come forth stoned (them) from heaven, and
gathered and took all the great stars whose privy members were like those of horses, and bound them all
hand and foot, and cast them in an abyss of the earth.

[Chapter 89]

1 And one of those four went to that white bull and instructed him in a secret, without his being terrified:
he was born a bull and became a man, and built for himself agreat vessel and dwelt thereon; 2 and three
bulls dwelt with him in that vessel and they were covered in. And again | raised mine eyes towards
heaven and saw alofty roof, with seven water torrents thereon, and those torrents 3 flowed with much
water into an enclosure. And | saw again, and behold fountains were opened on the surface of that great
enclosure, and that water began to swell and rise upon the surface, 4 and | saw that enclosuretill al its
surface was covered with water. And the water, the darkness, and mist increased upon it; and as | looked
at the height of that water, that water had risen above the height of that enclosure, and was streaming
over that enclosure, and it stood upon the earth. 5 And all the cattle of that enclosure were gathered
together until | saw how they sank and were 6 swallowed up and perished in that water. But that vessel
floated on the water, while all the oxen and elephants and camels and asses sank to the bottom with all
the animals, so that | could no longer see them, and they were not able to escape, (but) perished and sank
into the depths. And again | saw in the vision till those water torrents were removed from that high roof,
and the chasms 8 of the earth were leveled up and other abysses were opened. Then the water began to
run down into these, till the earth became visible; but that vessel settled on the earth, and the darkness 9
retired and light appeared. But that white bull which had become a man came out of that vessel, and the
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three bulls with him, and one of those three was white like that bull, and one of them was red as blood,
and one black: and that white bull departed from them. 10 And they began to bring forth beasts of the
field and birds, so that there arose different genera: lions, tigers, wolves, dogs, hyenas, wild boars, foxes,
squirrels, swine, falcons, vultures, kites, eagles, and ravens; and among them was born awhite bull. And
they began to bite one another; but that white bull which was born amongst them begat awild assand a
white bull with it, and the 12 wild asses multiplied. But that bull which was born from him begat a black
wild boar and a white 13 sheep; and the former begat many boars, but that sheep begat twelve sheep.
And when those twelve sheep had grown, they gave up one of them to the asses, and those asses again
gave up that sheep to the wolves, and that sheep grew up among the wolves. And the Lord brought the
eleven sheep to live with it and to pasture with it among the wolves: and they multiplied and became
many flocks of sheep. And the wolves began to fear them, and they oppressed them until they destroyed
their little ones, and they cast their young into ariver of much water: but those sheep began to 16 cry
aloud on account of their little ones, and to complain unto their Lord. And a sheep which had been saved
from the wolves fled and escaped to the wild asses; and | saw the sheep how they lamented and cried,
and besought their Lord with al their might, till that Lord of the sheep descended at the voice of the
sheep from alofty abode, and came to them and pastured them. And He called that sheep which had
escaped the wolves, and spake with it concerning the wolves that it should 18 admonish them not to
touch the sheep. And the sheep went to the wolves according to the word of the Lord, and another sheep
met it and went with it, and the two went and entered together into the assembly of those wolves, and
spake with them and admonished them not to touch the 19 sheep from henceforth. And thereupon | saw
the wolves, and how they oppressed the sheep 20 exceedingly with all their power; and the sheep cried
aloud. And the Lord came to the sheep and they began to smite those wolves. and the wolves began to
make lamentation; but the sheep became 21 quiet and forthwith ceased to cry out. And | saw the sheep
till they departed from amongst the wolves; but the eyes of the wolves were blinded, and those wolves
departed in pursuit of the sheep 22 with all their power. And the Lord of the sheep went with them, as
their leader, and all His sheep 23 followed Him: and his face was dazzling and glorious and terrible to
behold. But the wolves 24 began to pursue those sheep till they reached a sea of water. And that sea was
divided, and the water stood on this side and on that before their face, and their Lord led them and placed
Himself between 25 them and the wolves. And as those wolves did not yet see the sheep, they proceeded
into the midst of that sea, and the wolves followed the sheep, and [those wolves] ran after them into that
sea. 26 And when they saw the Lord of the sheep, they turned to flee before His face, but that sea
gathered itself together, and became as it had been created, and the water swelled and rose till it covered
27 those wolves. And | saw till al the wolves who pursued those sheep perished and were drowned. 28
But the sheep escaped from that water and went forth into a wilderness, where there was no water and no
grass; and they began to open their eyes and to see; and | saw the Lord of the sheep 29 pasturing them
and giving them water and grass, and that sheep going and leading them. And that 30 sheep ascended to
the summit of that lofty rock, and the Lord of the sheep sent it to them. And after that | saw the Lord of
the sheep who stood before them, and His appearance was great and 31 terrible and majestic, and all
those sheep saw Him and were afraid before His face. And they all feared and trembled because of Him,
and they cried to that sheep with them [which was amongst 32 them]: ' We are not able to stand before
our Lord or to behold Him." And that sheep which led them again ascended to the summit of that rock,
but the sheep began to be blinded and to wander 33 from the way which he had showed them, but that
sheep wot not thereof. And the Lord of the sheep was wrathful exceedingly against them, and that sheep
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discovered it, and went down from the summit of the rock, and came to the sheep, and found the greatest
part of them blinded and fallen 34 away. And when they saw it they feared and trembled at its presence,
and desired to return to their 35 folds. And that sheep took other sheep with it, and came to those sheep
which had fallen away, and began to slay them; and the sheep feared its presence, and thus that sheep
brought back those 36 sheep that had fallen away, and they returned to their folds. And | saw in this
vision till that sheep became a man and built a house for the Lord of the sheep, and placed all the sheep
in that house. 37 And | saw till this sheep which had met that sheep which led them fell asleep: and | saw
till all the great sheep perished and little ones arose in their place, and they came to a pasture, and 38
approached a stream of water. Then that sheep, their leader which had become a man, withdrew 39 from
them and fell asleep, and all the sheep sought it and cried over it with agreat crying. And | saw till they
left off crying for that sheep and crossed that stream of water, and there arose the two sheep as leadersin
the place of those which had led them and fallen asleep (lit. ' had fallen asleep and led 40 them ). And |
saw till the sheep came to agoodly place, and a pleasant and glorious land, and | saw till those sheep
were satisfied; and that house stood amongst them in the pleasant land. 41 And sometimes their eyes
were opened, and sometimes blinded, till another sheep arose and led them and brought them all back,
and their eyes were opened. 42 And the dogs and the foxes and the wild boars began to devour those
sheep till the Lord of the sheep raised up [another sheep] aram from their 43 midst, which led them. And
that ram began to butt on either side those dogs, foxes, and wild 44 boarstill he had destroyed them all.
And that sheep whose eyes were opened saw that ram, which was amongst the sheep, till it forsook its
glory and began to butt those sheep, and trampled upon them, and behaved itself 45 unseemly. And the
Lord of the sheep sent the lamb to another lamb and raised it to being aram and leader of the sheep
instead of that 46 ram which had forsaken its glory. And it went to it and spaketo it alone, and raised it
to being aram, and made it the prince and leader of the sheep; but during all these things those dogs 47
oppressed the sheep. And the first ram pursued that second ram, and that second ram arose and fled
beforeit; and | saw till those dogs pulled 48 down the first ram. And that second ram arose 49 and led the
[little] sheep. And those sheep grew and multiplied; but al the dogs, and foxes, and wild boars feared
and fled before it, and that ram butted and killed the wild beasts, and those wild beasts had no longer any
power among the 48b sheep and robbed them no more of ought. And that ram begat many sheep and fell
asleep; and alittle sheep became ram in its stead, and became prince and leader of those sheep. 50 And
that house became great and broad, and it was built for those sheep: (and) atower lofty and great was
built on the house for the Lord of the sheep, and that house was low, but the tower was elevated and
lofty, and the Lord of the sheep stood on that tower and they offered a full table before Him. 51 And
again | saw those sheep that they again erred and went many ways, and forsook that their house, and the
Lord of the sheep called some from amongst the sheep and sent them to the sheep, 52 but the sheep
began to slay them. And one of them was saved and was not slain, and it sped away and cried aloud over
the sheep; and they sought to slay it, but the Lord of the sheep saved it from 53 the sheep, and brought it
up to me, and caused it to dwell there. And many other sheep He sent to those sheep to testify unto them
and lament over them. And after that | saw that when they forsook the house of the Lord and His tower
they fell away entirely, and their eyes were blinded; and | saw the Lord of the sheep how He wrought
much slaughter amongst them in their herds until 55 those sheep invited that slaughter and betrayed His
place. And He gave them over into the hands of the lions and tigers, and wolves and hyenas, and into the
hand of the foxes, and to all the wild 56 beasts, and those wild beasts began to tear in pieces those sheep.
And | saw that He forsook that their house and their tower and gave them al into the hand of thelions, to
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tear and devour them, 57 into the hand of al the wild beasts. And | began to cry aloud with all my power,
and to appeal to the Lord of the sheep, and to represent to Him in regard to the sheep that they were
devoured 58 by al the wild beasts. But He remained unmoved, though He saw it, and rejoiced that they
were devoured and swallowed and robbed, and left them to be devoured in the hand of al the beasts. 59
And He called seventy shepherds, and cast those sheep to them that they might pasture them, and He
spake to the shepherds and their companions: ' Let each individual of you pasture the sheep 60
henceforward, and everything that | shall command you that do ye. And | will deliver them over unto you
duly numbered, and tell you which of them are to be destroyed-and them destroy ye.' And 61 He gave
over unto them those sheep. And He called another and spake unto him: * Observe and mark everything
that the shepherds will do to those sheep; for they will destroy more of them than 62 | have commanded
them. And every excess and the destruction which will be wrought through the shepherds, record
(namely) how many they destroy according to my command, and how many according to their own
caprice: record against every individual shepherd all the destruction he 63 effects. And read out before
me by number how many they destroy, and how many they deliver over for destruction, that | may have
this as atestimony against them, and know every deed of the shepherds, that | may comprehend and see
what they do, whether or not they abide by my 64 command which | have commanded them. But they
shall not know it, and thou shalt not declare it to them, nor admonish them, but only record against each
individual all the destruction which 65 the shepherds effect each in histime and lay it all before me." And
| saw till those shepherds pastured in their season, and they began to slay and to destroy more than they
were bidden, and they delivered 66 those sheep into the hand of the lions. And the lions and tigers eat
and devoured the greater part of those sheep, and the wild boars eat along with them; and they burnt that
tower and demolished 67 that house. And | became exceedingly sorrowful over that tower because that
house of the sheep was demolished, and afterwards | was unable to see if those sheep entered that house.
68 And the shepherds and their associates delivered over those sheep to al the wild beasts, to devour
them, and each one of them received in his time a definite number: it was written by the other 69 in a
book how many each one of them destroyed of them. And each one slew and destroyed many 70 more
than was prescribed; and | began to weep and lament on account of those sheep. And thusin the vision |
saw that one who wrote, how he wrote down every one that was destroyed by those shepherds, day by
day, and carried up and laid down and showed actually the whole book to the Lord of the sheep-(even)
everything that they had done, and all that each one of them had made 71 away with, and all that they
had given over to destruction. And the book was read before the Lord of the sheep, and He took the book
from his hand and read it and sealed it and laid it down. 72 And forthwith | saw how the shepherds
pastured for twelve hours, and behold three of those sheep turned back and came and entered and began
to build up al that had fallen down of that 73 house; but the wild boars tried to hinder them, but they
were not able. And they began again to build as before, and they reared up that tower, and it was named
the high tower; and they began again to place atable before the tower, but all the bread on it was polluted
and not pure. 74 And as touching al this the eyes of those sheep were blinded so that they saw not, and
(the eyes of) their shepherds likewise; and they delivered them in large numbers to their shepherds for 75
destruction, and they trampled the sheep with their feet and devoured them. And the Lord of the sheep
remained unmoved till all the sheep were dispersed over the field and mingled with them (i.e. the 76
beasts), and they (i.e. the shepherds) did not save them out of the hand of the beasts. And this one who
wrote the book carried it up, and showed it and read it before the Lord of the sheep, and implored Him on
their account, and besought Him on their account as he showed Him all the doings 77 of the shepherds,
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and gave testimony before Him against all the shepherds. And he took the actual book and laid it down
beside Him and departed.

[ Chapter 90]

1 And | saw till that in this manner thirty-five shepherds undertook the pasturing (of the sheep), and they
severally completed their periods as did the first; and others received them into their 2 hands, to pasture
them for their period, each shepherd in his own period. And after that | saw in my vision all the birds of
heaven coming, the eagles, the vultures, the kites, the ravens; but the eagles|ed all the birds; and they
began to devour those sheep, and to pick out their eyes and to 3 devour their flesh. And the sheep cried
out because their flesh was being devoured by the birds, 4 and asfor me | looked and lamented in my
sleep over that shepherd who pastured the sheep. And | saw until those sheep were devoured by the dogs
and eagles and kites, and they left neither flesh nor skin nor sinew remaining on them till only their bones
stood there: and their bones too fell 5 to the earth and the sheep became few. And | saw until that twenty-
three had undertaken the pasturing and completed in their several periods fifty-eight times. 6 But behold
lambs were borne by those white sheep, and they began to open their eyes and to see, 7 and to cry to the
sheep. Y eq, they cried to them, but they did not hearken to what they said to 8 them, but were
exceedingly deaf, and their eyes were very exceedingly blinded. And | saw in the vision how the ravens
flew upon those lambs and took one of those lambs, and dashed the sheep 9 in pieces and devoured them.
And | saw till horns grew upon those lambs, and the ravens cast down their horns; and | saw till there
sprouted a great horn of one of those sheep, and their eyes 10 were opened. And it looked at them [and
their eyes opened], and it cried to the sheep, and the 11 rams saw it and all ran to it. And notwithstanding
all thisthose eagles and vultures and ravens and kites still kept tearing the sheep and swooping down
upon them and devouring them: still the sheep remained silent, but the rams lamented and cried out. And
those ravens fought and battled with it and sought to lay low its horn, but they had no power over it. All
the eagles and vultures and ravens and kites were gathered together, and there came with them al the
sheep of thefield, yea, they all came together, and helped each other to break that horn of the ram. 19
And | saw till agreat sword was given to the sheep, and the sheep proceeded against all the beasts of the
field to slay them, and all the beasts and the birds of the heaven fled before their face. And | saw that
man, who wrote the book according to the command of the Lord, till he opened that book concerning the
destruction which those twelve last shepherds had wrought, and showed that they had destroyed much
more than their predecessors, before the Lord of the sheep. And | saw till the Lord of the sheep came
unto them and took in His hand the staff of His wrath, and smote the earth, and the earth clave asunder,
and all the beasts and all the birds of the heaven fell from among those sheep, and were swallowed up in
the earth and it covered them. 20 And | saw till athrone was erected in the pleasant land, and the Lord of
the sheep sat Himself thereon, and the other took the sealed books and opened those books before the
Lord of the sheep. 21 And the Lord called those men the seven first white ones, and commanded that
they should bring before Him, beginning with the first star which led the way, all the stars whose privy
members 22 were like those of horses, and they brought them all before Him. And He said to that man
who wrote before Him, being one of those seven white ones, and said unto him: ' Take those seventy
shepherds to whom | delivered the sheep, and who taking them on their own authority slew more 23 than
| commanded them." And behold they were all bound, | saw, and they all stood before Him. 24 And the
judgement was held first over the stars, and they were judged and found guilty, and went to the place of
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condemnation, and they were cast into an abyss, full of fire and flaming, and full 25 of pillars of fire.
And those seventy shepherds were judged and found guilty, and they were cast 26 into that fiery abyss.
And | saw at that time how a like abyss was opened in the midst of the earth, full of fire, and they
brought those blinded sheep, and they were all judged and found guilty and 27 cast into this fiery abyss,
and they burned; now this abyss was to the right of that house. And | saw those sheep burning and their
bones burning. 28 And | stood up to seetill they folded up that old house; and carried off all the pillars,
and all the beams and ornaments of the house were at the same time folded up with it, and they carried 29
it off and laid it in a place in the south of the land. And | saw till the Lord of the sheep brought a new
house greater and loftier than that first, and set it up in the place of the first which had beer folded up: all
its pillars were new, and its ornaments were new and larger than those of the first, the old one which He
had taken away, and all the sheep were withinit. 30 And | saw all the sheep which had been left, and all
the beasts on the earth, and all the birds of the heaven, falling down and doing homage to those sheep and
making petition to and obeying 31 them in every thing. And thereafter those three who were clothed in
white and had seized me by my hand [who had taken me up before], and the hand of that ram also seizing
hold of me, they 32 took me up and set me down in the midst of those sheep before the judgement took
place. And those 33 sheep were all white, and their wool was abundant and clean. And al that had been
destroyed and dispersed, and all the beasts of the field, and all the birds of the heaven, assembled in that
house, and the Lord of the sheep rejoiced with great joy because they were all good and had returned to
34 Hishouse. And | saw till they laid down that sword, which had been given to the sheep, and they
brought it back into the house, and it was sealed before the presence of the Lord, and all the sheep 35
were invited into that house, but it held them not. And the eyes of them all were opened, and they 36 saw
the good, and there was not one among them that did not see. And | saw that that house was large and
broad and very full. 37 And | saw that a white bull was born, with large horns and all the beasts of the
field and all the 38 birds of the air feared him and made petition to him all thetime. And | saw till all
their generations were transformed, and they all became white bulls; and the first among them became a
lamb, and that lamb became a great animal and had great black horns on its head; and the Lord of the
sheep 39 rejoiced over it and over al the oxen. And | slept in their midst: and | awoke and saw
everything. 40 Thisisthe vision which | saw while| slept, and | awoke and blessed the Lord of
righteousness and 41 gave Him glory. Then | wept with a great weeping and my tears stayed not till |
could no longer endure it: when | saw, they flowed on account of what | had seen; for everything shall
come and 42 be fulfilled, and all the deeds of men in their order were shown to me. On that night |
remembered the first dream, and because of it | wept and was troubled-because | had seen that vision.

Section V. XCI-CIV (i.e. XClII, XCI. 1-10, 18-19, XCIILI.
1-10, XCI. 12-17, XCIV-CIV.).
A Book of Exhortation and Promised Blessing for
the Righteous and of Malediction and Woe for the
Sinners.
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[Chapter 92]

1 The book written by Enoch-[Enoch indeed wrote this complete doctrine of wisdom, (which is) praised
of all men and ajudge of all the earth] for al my children who shall dwell on the earth. And for the
future generations who shall observe uprightness and peace.

2 Let not your spirit be troubled on account of the times;
For the Holy and Great One has appointed days for all things.

3 And the righteous one shall arise from sleep,
[Shall arise] and walk in the paths of righteousness,
And all his path and conversation shall be in eternal goodness and grace.

4 He will be gracious to the righteous and give him eternal uprightness,
And He will give him power so that he shall be (endowed) with goodness and righteousness.
And he shall walk in eternal light.

5 And sin shall perish in darkness for ever,
And shall no more be seen from that day for evermore.

[Chapter 91]

1 And now, my son Methuselah, call to me all thy brothers
And gather together to me all the sons of thy mother;

For the word calls me,

And the spirit is poured out upon me,

That | may show you everything

That shall befall you for ever.'

2 And there upon Methuselah went and summoned to him all his brothers and assembled his relatives.
3 And he spake unto all the children of righteousness and said:

'Hear, ye sons of Enoch, all the words of your father,
And hearken aright to the voice of my mouth;
For | exhort you and say unto you, beloved:

4 Love uprightness and walk therein.
And draw not nigh to uprightness with a double heart,
And associate not with those of a double heart,

But walk in righteousness, my sons.
And it shall guide you on good paths,
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And righteousness shall be your companion.

5 For | know that violence must increase on the earth,
And a great chastisement be executed on the earth,
And all unrighteousness come to an end:

Y ea, it shall be cut off from itsroots,
And its whole structure be destroyed.

6 And unrighteousness shall again be consummated on the earth,
And all the deeds of unrighteousness and of violence
And transgression shall prevail in atwofold degree.

7 And when sin and unrighteousness and blasphemy
And violencein all kinds of deeds increase,
And apostasy and transgression and uncleanness increase,

A great chastisement shall come from heaven upon all these,
And the holy Lord will come forth with wrath and chasti sement
To execute judgement on earth.

8 In those days violence shall be cut off from its roots,
And the roots of unrighteousness together with deceit,
And they shall be destroyed from under heaven.

9 And dl theidols of the heathen shall be abandoned,
And the temples burned with fire,
And they shall remove them from the whole earth,

And they (i.e. the heathen) shall be cast into the judgement of fire,
And shall perish in wrath and in grievous judgement for ever.

10 And the righteous shall arise from their sleep,
And wisdom shall arise and be given unto them.

[And after that the roots of unrighteousness shall be cut off, and the sinners shall be destroyed by the
sword . . . shall be cut off from the blasphemersin every place, and those who plan violence and those
who commit blasphemy shall perish by the sword.]

18 And now | tell you, my sons, and show you
The paths of righteousness and the paths of violence.
Yea, | will show them to you again
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That ye may know what will come to pass.

19 And now, hearken unto me, my sons,

And walk in the paths of righteousness,

And walk not in the paths of violence;

For all who walk in the paths of unrighteousness shall perish for ever.'

[Chapter 93]
1,2 And after that Enoch both gave and began to recount from the books. And Enoch said:

* Concerning the children of righteousness and concerning the elect of the world,
And concerning the plant of uprightness, | will speak these things,
Y ea, | Enoch will declare (them) unto you, my sons:

According to that which appeared to me in the heavenly vision,
And which | have known through the word of the holy angels,
And have learnt from the heavenly tablets.'

3 And Enoch began to recount from the books and said:
" | was born the seventh in the first week,
While judgement and righteousness still endured.

4 And after me there shall arise in the second week great wickedness,
And deceit shall have sprung up;
And in it there shall be thefirst end.

And init aman shall be saved;
And after it is ended unrighteousness shall grow up,
And alaw shall be made for the sinners.

And after that in the third week at its close
A man shall be elected as the plant of righteous judgement,
And his posterity shall become the plant of righteousness for evermore.

6 And after that in the fourth week, at its close,
Visions of the holy and righteous shall be seen,
And alaw for al generations and an enclosure shall be made for them.

7 And after that in the fifth week, at its close,
The house of glory and dominion shall be built for ever.

8 And after that in the sixth week all who livein it shall be blinded,
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And the hearts of al of them shall godlessly forsake wisdom.

And init aman shall ascend;
And at its close the house of dominion shall be burnt with fire,
And the whole race of the chosen root shall be dispersed.

9 And after that in the seventh week shall an apostate generation arise,
And many shall be its deeds,
And all its deeds shall be apostate.

10 And at its close shall be elected
The elect righteous of the eternal plant of righteousness,
To receive sevenfold instruction concerning all His creation.

11 [For who is there of al the children of men that is able to hear the voice of the Holy One without
being troubled ? And who can think His thoughts ? and who is there that can behold all the works 12 of
heaven ? And how should there be one who could behold the heaven, and who is there that could
understand the things of heaven and see a soul or a spirit and could tell thereof, or ascend and see 13 all
their ends and think them or do like them ? And who is there of all men that could know what is the
breadth and the length of the earth, and to whom has been shown the measure of all of them ?14 Or is
there any one who could discern the length of the heaven and how great isits height, and upon what it is
founded, and how great is the number of the stars, and where all the luminaries rest 7]

[Chapter 91]

12 And after that there shall be another, the eighth week, that of righteousness,
And asword shall be given to it that a righteous judgement may be executed on the oppressors,
And sinners shall be delivered into the hands of the righteous.

13 And at its close they shall acquire houses through their righteousness,
And a house shall be built for the Great King in glory for evermore,
14d And all mankind shall look to the path of uprightness.

14a And after that, in the ninth week, the righteous judgement shall be revealed to the whole world,
b And all the works of the godless shall vanish from all the earth,
¢ And the world shall be written down for destruction.

15 And after this, in the tenth week in the seventh part,
There shall be the great eternal judgement,
In which He will execute vengeance amongst the angels.

16 And the first heaven shall depart and pass away,
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And anew heaven shall appear,
And all the powers of the heavens shall give sevenfold light.

17 And after that there will be many weeks without number for ever,
And all shall be in goodness and righteousness,
And sin shall no more be mentioned for ever.

[Chapter 94]

1 And now | say unto you, my sons, love righteousness and walk therein;
For the paths of righteousness are worthy of acceptation,
But the paths of unrighteousness shall suddenly be destroyed and vanish.

2 And to certain men of a generation shall the paths of violence and of death be revealed,
And they shall hold themselves afar from them,
And shall not follow them.

3 And now | say unto you the righteous:
Walk not in the paths of wickedness, nor in the paths of death,
And draw not nigh to them, lest ye be destroyed.

4 But seek and choose for yourselves righteousness and an elect life,
And walk in the paths of peace,
And ye shall live and prosper.

5 And hold fast my words in the thoughts of your hearts,
And suffer them not to be effaced from your hearts;

For | know that sinners will tempt men to evilly-entreat wisdom,
So that no place may be found for her,
And no manner of temptation may minish.

6 Woe to those who build unrighteousness and oppression
And lay deceit as a foundation;

For they shall be suddenly overthrown,

And they shall have no peace.

7 Woe to those who build their houses with sin;

For from all their foundations shall they be overthrown,

And by the sword shall they fall.

[And those who acquire gold and silver in judgement suddenly shall perish.]
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8 Woeto you, yerich, for ye have trusted in your riches,
And from your riches shall ye depart,
Because ye have not remembered the Most High in the days of your riches.

9 'Y e have committed blasphemy and unrighteousness,
And have become ready for the day of slaughter,
And the day of darkness and the day of the great judgement.

10 Thus | speak and declare unto you:

He who hath created you will overthrow you,
And for your fall there shall be no compassion,
And your Creator will rejoice at your destruction.

11 And your righteous ones in those days shall be
A reproach to the sinners and the godless.

[ Chapter 95]

1 Oh that mine eyes were [a cloud of] waters
] That I might weep over you,

And pour down my tears as a cloud of waters:
That so | might rest from my trouble of heart!

2 who has permitted you to practice reproaches and wickedness ?
And so judgement shall overtake you, sinners.

3 Fear not the sinners, ye righteous;
For again will the Lord deliver them into your hands,
That ye may execute judgement upon them according to your desires.

4 Woe to you who fulminate anathemas which cannot be reversed:
Healing shall therefore be far from you because of your sins.

5 Woe to you who requite your neighbour with evil;
For ye shall be requited according to your works.

6 Woe to you, lying witnesses,
And to those who weigh out injustice,
For suddenly shall ye perish.

7 Woe to you, sinners, for ye persecute the righteous,
For ye shall be delivered up and persecuted because of injustice,
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And heavy shall its yoke be upon you.
[Chapter 96]

1 Be hopeful, ye righteous; for suddenly shall the sinners perish before you,
And ye shall have lordship over them according to your desires.

2 [And in the day of the tribulation of the sinners,

Y our children shall mount and rise as eagles,

And higher than the vultures will be your nest,

And ye shall ascend and enter the crevices of the earth,

And the clefts of the rock for ever as coneys before the unrighteous,
And the sirens shall sigh because of you-and weep.]

3 Wherefore fear not, ye that have suffered;

For healing shall be your portion,

And abright light shall enlighten you,

And the voice of rest ye shall hear from heaven.

4 Woe unto you, ye sinners, for your riches make you appear like the righteous,
But your hearts convict you of being sinners,
And this fact shall be atestimony against you for amemorial of (your) evil deeds.

5 Woe to you who devour the finest of the wheat,
And drink winein large bowls,
And tread under foot the lowly with your might.

6 Woe to you who drink water from every fountain,
For suddenly shall ye be consumed and wither away,
Because ye have forsaken the fountain of life.

7 Woe to you who work unrighteousness

And deceit and blasphemy:

It shall be amemorial against you for evil.

8 Woe to you, ye mighty,

Who with might oppress the righteous;

For the day of your destruction is coming.

In those days many and good days shall come to the righteous-in the day of your judgement.
[Chapter 97]
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1 Believe, ye righteous, that the sinners will become a shame

And perish in the day of unrighteousness.

2 Be it known unto you (ye sinners) that the Most High is mindful of your destruction,
And the angels of heaven rejoice over your destruction.

3 What will ye do, ye sinners,
And whither will ye flee on that day of judgement,
When ye hear the voice of the prayer of the righteous ?

4Y ea, ye shall farelike unto them,
Against whom this word shall be atestimony:
" Y e have been companions of sinners."

5 And in those days the prayer of the righteous shall reach unto the Lord,
And for you the days of your judgement shall come.

6 And all the words of your unrighteousness shall be read out before the Great Holy One,
And your faces shall be covered with shame,
And He will rgect every work which is grounded on unrighteousness.

7 Woeto you, ye sinners, who live on the mid ocean and on the dry land,
Whose remembrance is evil against you.

8 Woe to you who acquire silver and gold in unrighteousness and say:
" We have become rich with riches and have possessions,
And have acquired everything we have desired.

9 And now let us do what we purposed:

For we have gathered silver,

9¢c And many are the husbandmen in our houses."
9d And our granaries are (brim) full as with water,
10 Yeaand like water your lies shall flow away;
For your riches shall not abide

But speedily ascend from you;

For ye have acquired it all in unrighteousness,
And ye shall be given over to agreat curse.

[Chapter 98]
1 And now | swear unto you, to the wise and to the foolish,
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For ye shall have manifold experiences on the earth.

2 For ye men shall put on more adornments than a woman,
And coloured garments more than avirgin:

In royalty and in grandeur and in power,

And insilver and in gold and in purple,

And in splendour and in food they shall be poured out as water.

3 Therefore they shall be wanting in doctrine and wisdom,
And they shall perish thereby together with their possessions;
And with all their glory and their splendour,

And in shame and in slaughter and in great destitution,

Their spirits shall be cast into the furnace of fire.

4 | have sworn unto you, ye sinners, as a mountain has not become a slave,
And ahill does not become the handmaid of a woman,

Even so sin has not been sent upon the earth,

But man of himself has created it,

And under agreat curse shall they fall who commit it.

5 And barrenness has not been given to the woman,
But on account of the deeds of her own hands she dies without children.

6 | have sworn unto you, ye sinners, by the Holy Great One,
That all your evil deeds are revealed in the heavens,
And that none of your deeds of oppression are covered and hidden.

7 And do not think in your spirit nor say in your heart that ye do not know and that ye do not see 8 that
every sin is every day recorded in heaven in the presence of the Most High. From henceforth ye know
that al your oppression wherewith ye oppress is written down every day till the day of your judgement. 9
Woe to you, ye foals, for through your folly shall ye perish: and ye transgress against the wise, 10 and so
good hap shall not be your portion. And now, know ye that ye are prepared for the day of destruction:
wherefore do not hope to live, ye sinners, but ye shall depart and die; for ye know no ransom; for ye are
prepared for the day of the great judgement, for the day of tribulation and great shame for your spirits. 11
Woe to you, ye obstinate of heart, who work wickedness and eat blood: Whence have ye good things to
eat and to drink and to be filled ? From al the good things which the Lord the Most High has placed in
abundance on the earth; therefore ye shall have no peace. 12 Woe to you who love the deeds of
unrighteousness: wherefore do ye hope for good hap unto yourselves? know that ye shall be delivered
into the hands of the righteous, and they shall cut 3 off your necks and slay you, and have no mercy upon
you. Woe to you who regjoice in the tribulation of the righteous; for no grave shall be dug for you. Woeto
you who set at nought the words of 5 the righteous; for ye shall have no hope of life. Woe to you who
write down lying and godless words; for they write down their lies that men may hear them and act
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godlessly towards (their) 6 neighbour. Therefore they shall have no peace but die a sudden death.
[Chapter 99]

1 Woe to you who work godlessness,
And glory in lying and extol them:
Y e shall perish, and no happy life shall be yours.

2 Woe to them who pervert the words of uprightness,

And transgress the eternal law,

And transform themselves into what they were not [into sinners]:
They shall be trodden under foot upon the earth.

3 In those days make ready, ye righteous, to raise your prayers as amemorial,
And place them as a testimony before the angels,
That they may place the sin of the sinners for a memorial before the Most High.

4 In those days the nations shall be stirred up,
And the families of the nations shall arise on the day of destruction.

5 And in those days the destitute shall go forth and carry off their children,

And they shall abandon them, so that their children shall perish through them:

Y eq, they shall abandon their children (that are still) sucklings, and not return to them,
And shall have no pity on their beloved ones.

6, 7 And again | swear to you, ye sinners, that sin is prepared for a day of unceasing bloodshed. And they
who worship stones, and grave images of gold and silver and wood (and stone) and clay, and those who
worship impure spirits and demons, and all kinds of idols not according to knowledge, shall get no
manner of help from them.

8 And they shall become godless by reason of the folly of their hearts,
And their eyes shall be blinded through the fear of their hearts
And through visionsin their dreams.

9 Through these they shall become godless and fearful;
For they shall have wrought all their work in alie,
And shall have worshiped a stone:

Therefore in an instant shall they perish.

10 But in those days blessed are all they who accept the words of wisdom, and understand them,
And observe the paths of the Most High, and walk in the path of His righteousness,
And become not godless with the godless,
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For they shall be saved.

11 Woe to you who spread evil to your neighbours;
For you shall be dlain in Sheal.

12 Woe to you who make deceitful and false measures,
And (to them) who cause bitterness on the earth;
For they shall thereby be utterly consumed.

13 Woe to you who build your houses through the grievous toil of others,
And al their building materias are the bricks and stones of sin;
| tell you ye shall have no peace.

14 Woe to them who reject the measure and eternal heritage of their fathers
And whose souls follow after idols;
For they shall have no rest.

15 Woe to them who work unrighteousness and help oppression,
And slay their neighbours until the day of the great judgement.

16 For He shall cast down your glory,

And bring affliction on your hearts,

And shall arouse Hisfierce indignation

And destroy you all with the sword;

And all the holy and righteous shall remember your sins.

[Chapter 100]

1 And in those days in one place the fathers together with their sons shall be smitten
And brothers one with another shall fall in death
Till the streams flow with their blood.

2 For aman shall not withhold his hand from slaying his sons and his sons' sons,
And the sinner shall not withhold his hand from his honoured brother:
From dawn till sunset they shall slay one another.

3 And the horse shall walk up to the breast in the blood of sinners,
And the chariot shall be submerged to its height.

4 In those days the angels shall descend into the secret places
And gather together into one place all those who brought down sin
And the Most High will arise on that day of judgement
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To execute great judgement amongst sinners.

5 And over al the righteous and holy He will appoint guardians from amongst the holy angels
To guard them as the apple of an eye,

Until He makes an end of all wickednessand al sin,

And though the righteous sleep along sleep, they have nought to fear.

6 And (then) the children of the earth shall see the wise in security,
And shall understand all the words of this book,

And recognize that their riches shall not be able to save them

In the overthrow of their sins.

7 Woe to you, Sinners, on the day of strong anguish,
Y e who afflict the righteous and burn them with fire:
Y e shall be requited according to your works.

8 Woe to you, ye obstinate of heart,
Who watch in order to devise wickedness:
Therefore shall fear come upon you
And there shall be none to help you.

9 Woe to you, ye sinners, on account of the words of your mouth,
And on account of the deeds of your hands which your godlessness as wrought,
In blazing flames burning worse than fire shall ye burn.

10 And now, know ye that from the angels He will inquire asto your deeds in heaven, from the sun and
from the moon and from the stars in reference to your sins because upon the earth ye execute 11
judgement on the righteous. And He will summon to testify against you every cloud and mist and dew
and rain; for they shall all be withheld because of you from descending upon you, and they 12 shall be
mindful of your sins. And now give presents to the rain that it be not withheld from descending upon
you, nor yet the dew, when it has received gold and silver from you that it may descend. When the hoar-
frost and snow with their chilliness, and all the snow-storms with all their plagues fall upon you, in those
days ye shall not be able to stand before them.

[Chapter 101]

1 Observe the heaven, ye children of heaven, and every work of the Most High, and fear ye Him 2 and
work no evil in His presence. If He closes the windows of heaven, and withholds the rain and 3 the dew
from descending on the earth on your account, what will ye do then? And if He sends His anger upon
you because of your deeds, ye cannot petition Him; for ye spake proud and insolent 4 words against His
righteousness: therefore ye shall have no peace. And see ye not the sailors of the ships, how their ships
are tossed to and fro by the waves, and are shaken by the winds, and are 5 in sore trouble ? And therefore
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do they fear because all their goodly possessions go upon the sea with them, and they have evil
forebodings of heart that the sea will swallow them and they will 6 perish therein. Are not the entire sea
and all itswaters, and all its movements, the work of the Most 7 High, and has He not set limitsto its
doings, and confined it throughout by the sand ? And at His reproof it is afraid and dries up, and all its
fishdieand all that isin it; But ye sinners that are 8 on the earth fear Him not. Has He not made the
heaven and the earth, and all that is therein ? Who has given understanding and wisdom to everything
that moves on the earth and in the sea. 9 Do not the sailors of the ships fear the sea ? Y et sinners fear not
the Most High.

[Chapter 102]

1 In those days when He hath brought a grievous fire upon you,
Whither will ye flee, and where will ye find deliverance ?
And when He launches forth His Word against you Will you not be affrighted and fear ?

2 And all the luminaries shall be affrighted with great fear,
And al the earth shall be affrighted and tremble and be alarmed.

3 And all the angels shall execute their commandst

And shall seek to hide themselves from the presence of the Great Glory,
And the children of earth shall tremble and quake;

And ye sinners shall be cursed for ever,

And ye shall have no peace.

4 Fear ye not, ye souls of the righteous,
And be hopeful ye that have died in righteousness.

5 And grieve not if your soul into Sheol has descended in grief,

And that in your life your body fared not according to your goodness,
But wait for the day of the judgement of sinners

And for the day of cursing and chastisement.

6 And yet when ye die the sinners speak over you:
" Aswedie, so die the righteous,
And what benefit do they reap for their deeds ?

7 Behold, even aswe, so do they diein grief and darkness,
And what have they more than we ?
From henceforth we are equal.

8 And what will they receive and what will they see for ever ?
Behold, they too have died,
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And henceforth for ever shall they see no light."

91 tell you, ye sinners, ye are content to eat and drink, and rob and sin, and strip men naked, and 10
acquire wealth and see good days. Have ye seen the righteous how their end falls out, that no manner 11
of violenceisfound in them till their death ?" Nevertheless they perished and became as though they had
not been, and their spirits descended into Sheol in tribulation.”

[Chapter 103]

1 Now, therefore, | swear to you, the righteous, by the glory of the Great and Honoured and 2 Mighty
Onein dominion, and by His greatness | swear to you.

| know a mystery

And have read the heavenly tablets,

And have seen the holy books,

And have found written therein and inscribed regarding them:

3 That all goodness and joy and glory are prepared for them,

And written down for the spirits of those who have died in righteousness,
And that manifold good shall be given to you in recompense for your labours,
And that your lot is abundantly beyond the lot of the living.

4 And the spirits of you who have died in righteousness shall live and rejoice,
And their spirits shall not perish, nor their memorial from before the face of the Great One
Unto all the generations of the world: wherefore no longer fear their contumely.

5 Woeto you, ye sinners, when ye have died,

If ye diein the wedlth of your sins,

And those who are like you say regarding you:

' Blessed are the sinners: they have seen all their days.

6 And how they have died in prosperity and in wealth,

And have not seen tribulation or murder in their life;

And they have died in honour,

And judgement has not been executed on them during their life."

7 Know ye, that their souls will be made to descend into Sheol
And they shall be wretched in their great tribulation.

8 And into darkness and chains and a burning flame where there is grievous judgement shall your spirits
enter;

And the great judgement shall be for all the generations of the world.

Woe to you, for ye shall have no peace.
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9 Say not in regard to the righteous and good who are in life:

" In our troubled days we have toiled laboriously and experienced every trouble,
And met with much evil and been consumed,

And have become few and our spirit small.

10 And we have been destroyed and have not found any to help us even with aword:
We have been tortured [and destroyed], and not hoped to see life from day to day.

11 We hoped to be the head and have become the tail:

We have toiled laboriously and had no satisfaction in our toil;
And we have become the food of the sinners and the unrighteous,
And they have laid their yoke heavily upon us.

12 They have had dominion over us that hated us and smote us,
And to those that hated us we have bowed our necks
But they pitied us not.

13 We desired to get away from them that we might escape and be at rest,
But found no place whereunto we should flee and be safe from them.

14 And are complained to the rulersin our tribulation,
And cried out against those who devoured us,

But they did not attend to our cries

And would not hearken to our voice.

15 And they helped those who robbed us and devoured us and those who made us few; and they
concealed their oppression, and they did not remove from us the yoke of those that devoured us and
dispersed us and murdered us, and they concealed their murder, and remembered not that they had lifted
up their hands against us.

[Chapter 104]

1 | swear unto you, that in heaven the angels remember you for good before the glory of the Great 2 One:
and your names are written before the glory of the Great One. Be hopeful; for aforetime ye were put to
shame through ill and affliction; but now ye shall shine as the lights of heaven, 3 ye shall shine and ye
shall be seen, and the portals of heaven shall be opened to you. And in your cry, cry for judgement, and it
shall appear to you; for all your tribulation shall be visited on the 4 rulers, and on al who helped those
who plundered you. Be hopeful, and cast not away your hopes for ye shall have great joy as the angels of
heaven. What shall ye be obliged to do ? Y e shall not have to hide on the day of the great judgement and
ye shall not be found as sinners, and the eternal 6 judgement shall be far from you for all the generations
of the world. And now fear not, ye righteous, when ye see the sinners growing strong and prospering in
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their ways: be not companions with them, 7 but keep afar from their violence; for ye shall become
companions of the hosts of heaven. And, although ye sinners say: " All our sins shall not be searched out
and be written down," nevertheless 8 they shall write down all your sins every day. And now | show unto
you that light and darkness, 9 day and night, see all your sins. Be not godlessin your hearts, and lie not
and alter not the words of uprightness, nor charge with lying the words of the Holy Great One, nor take
account of your 10 idols; for al your lying and all your godlessness issue not in righteousness but in
great sin. And now | know this mystery, that sinners will alter and pervert the words of righteousness in
many ways, and will speak wicked words, and lie, and practice great deceits, and write books concerning
11 their words. But when they write down truthfully all my wordsin their languages, and do not change
or minish ought from my words but write them all down truthfully -all that | first testified 12 concerning
them. Then, | know another mystery, that books will be given to the righteous and the 13 wise to become
a cause of joy and uprightness and much wisdom. And to them shall the books be given, and they shall
believe in them and rejoice over them, and then shall all the righteous who have learnt therefrom all the
paths of uprightness be recompensed.’

[Chapter 105]

1 In those days the L ord bade (them) to summon and testify to the children of earth concerning their
wisdom: Show (it) unto them; for ye are their guides, and a recompense over the whole earth. 2 For | and
My son will be united with them for ever in the paths of uprightnessin their lives; and ye shall have
peace: rejoice, ye children of uprightness. Amen.

Fragment of the Book of Noah

[Chapter 106]

1 And after some days my son Methuselah took awife for his son Lamech, and she became 2 pregnant
by him and bore a son. And his body was white as snow and red as the blooming of arose, and the hair
of his head and hislong locks were white as wool, and his eyes beautiful. And when he opened his eyes,
he lighted up the whole house like the sun, and the whole house 3 was very bright. And thereupon he
arose in the hands of the midwife, opened his mouth, and conversed with the Lord of righteousness. 4
And hisfather Lamech was afraid of him and 5 fled, and came to his father Methuselah. And he said unto
him: ' | have begotten a strange son, diverse from and unlike man, and resembling the sons of the God of
heaven; and his nature is different and he is not like us, and his eyes are as the rays of the sun, and his 6
countenance is glorious. And it seemsto me that he is not sprung from me but from the angels, and | fear
that in his days awonder may be 7 wrought on the earth. And now, my father, | am here to petition thee
and implore thee that thou mayest go to Enoch, our father, and learn from him the truth, for his dwelling-
place is 8 amongst the angels." And when Methuselah heard the words of his son, he came to me to the
ends of the earth; for he had heard that 1 was there, and he cried aloud, and | heard hisvoice and | came
to him. And 1 said unto him: ' Behold, here am |, my son, wherefore hast 9 thou cometo me ?' And he
answered and said: ' Because of a great cause of anxiety have | come to thee, and because of a disturbing
vision 10 have | approached. And now, my father, hear me: unto Lamech my son there hath been born a
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son, the like of whom there is none, and his nature is not like man's nature, and the colour of his body is
whiter than snow and redder than the bloom of arose, and the hair of his head is whiter than white wooal,
and his eyes are like the rays of the sun, and he opened his eyes and 11 thereupon lighted up the whole
house. And he arose in the hands of the midwife, and opened 12 his mouth and blessed the Lord of
heaven. And his father Lamech became afraid and fled to me, and did not believe that he was sprung
from him, but that he was in the likeness of the angels of heaven; and behold | have come to thee that
thou mayest make known to me the truth.' And I, Enoch, answered and said unto him: "The Lord will do a
new thing on the earth, and this | have aready seen in avision, and make known to thee that in the
generation of my father Jared some of the angels of heaven transgressed the word of the Lord. And
behold they commit sin and transgress the law, and have united themselves with women and commit sin
with them, and have married some of them, and have begot children by them. And they shall produce on
the earth giants not according to the spirit, but according to the flesh, and there shall be a great
punishment on the earth, and the earth shall be cleansed from all impurity. Y ea, there shall come a great
destruction over the whole earth, and there shall be a deluge and 16 a great destruction for one year. And
this son who has been born unto you shall be left on the earth, and his three children shall be saved with
him: when al mankind that are on the earth 8 shall die [he and his sons shall be saved]. And now make
known to thy son Lamech that he who has been born isin truth his son, and call his name Noah; for he
shall beleft to you, and he and his sons shall be saved from the destruction, which shall come upon the
earth on account of all the sin and all the unrighteousness, which shall be consummated on the earth in
his days. And after that there shall be still more unrighteousness than that which was first consummated
on the earth; for | know the mysteries of the holy ones; for He, the Lord, has showed me and informed
me, and | have read (them) in the heavenly tablets.

[Chapter 107]

1 And | saw written on them that generation upon generation shall transgress, till a generation of
righteousness arises, and transgression is destroyed and sin passes away from the earth, and all 2 manner
of good comes upon it. And now, my son, go and make known to thy son Lamech that this 3 son, which
has been born, isin truth his son, and that (this) isno lie." And when Methuselah had heard the words of
his father Enoch-for he had shown to him everything in secret-he returned and showed (them) to him and
called the name of that son Noah; for he will comfort the earth after all the destruction.

[Chapter 108]

1 Another book which Enoch wrote for his son Methuselah and for those who will come after him, 2 and
keep the law in the last days. Y e who have done good shall wait for those daystill an end is made of
those who work evil; and an end of the might of the transgressors. And wait ye indeed till sin has passed
away, for their names shall be blotted out of the book of life and out of the holy books, and their seed
shall be destroyed for ever, and their spirits shall be dlain, and they shall cry and make lamentationin a
place that is a chaotic wilderness, and in the fire shall they burn; for there is no earth there. And | saw
there something like an invisible cloud; for by reason of its depth | could not look over, and | saw aflame
of fire blazing brightly, and things like shining 5 mountains circling and sweeping to and fro. And |

asked one of the holy angels who was with me and said unto him: * What is this shining thing? for it is
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not a heaven but only the flame of a blazing 6 fire, and the voice of weeping and crying and lamentation
and strong pain.' And he said unto me: ' This place which thou seest-here are cast the spirits of sinners
and blasphemers, and of those who work wickedness, and of those who pervert everything that the Lord
hath spoken through the mouth 7 of the prophets-(even) the things that shall be. For some of them are
written and inscribed above in the heaven, in order that the angels may read them and know that which
shall befall the sinners, and the spirits of the humble, and of those who have afflicted their bodies, and
been recompensed 8 by God; and of those who have been put to shame by wicked men: Who love God
and loved neither gold nor silver nor any of the good things which are in the world, but gave over their
bodies to torture. Who, since they came into being, longed not after earthly food, but regarded everything
as a passing breath, and lived accordingly, and the Lord tried them much, and their spirits were 10 found
pure so that they should bless His name. And all the blessings destined for them | have recounted in the
books. And he hath assigned them their recompense, because they have been found to be such asloved
heaven more than their life in the world, and though they were trodden under foot of wicked men, and
experienced abuse and reviling from them and were put to shame, 11 yet they blessed Me. And now |
will summon the spirits of the good who belong to the generation of light, and | will transform those who
were born in darkness, who in the flesh were not recompensed 12 with such honour as their faithfulness
deserved. And | will bring forth in shining light those who 13 have loved My holy name, and | will seat
each on the throne of his honour. And they shall be resplendent for times without number; for
righteousness is the judgement of God; for to the faithful 14 He will give faithfulness in the habitation of
upright paths. And they shall see those who were, 15 born in darkness led into darkness, while the
righteous shall be resplendent. And the sinners shall cry aloud and see them resplendent, and they indeed
will go where days and seasons are prescribed for them.’
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First Enoch

The First Book of Enoch

Summary:

First Enoch may be divided into the following five mgor
sections:

1. The Book of the Watchers(chs.
1—36). Enoch is arighteous man who has received
heavenly visions. The book is a collection of revelations
regarding divine judgment. It describes the rebellion of
angels. The fallen angels, called "Watchers," have sexual
Intercourse with human women, who give birth to arace
of wicked giants. The giants lay waste to the earth and
humanity, and so become the occasion for the flood, in
which they are destroyed. But once their demonic spirits
are released from their dead bodies, these demons wreak
havoc in the world until the end time of judgment.

2. The Book of the Similitudes (or
Parables; chs. 37—71). Enoch again receives heavenly
visions, which are interpreted by angels. The primary
character of these revelationsisthe "son of man." Other
titles employed to name this messiah figure are “the
Chosen One” (the most common title), God’s “ Anointed
One,” and “the Righteous One.” This heavenly being is
God' s agent for the final judgment and vindication of the
righteous.

http://wesley.nnu.edu/noncanon/summaries/lenoch-notes.htm (1 of 4) [20/07/2004 11:17:58 p.m.]



First Enoch

3. The Book of Astronomical
Writings (or Heavenly Luminaries, chs. 72—82).
Visions of heavenly and earthly occurrences advocate a
364-day solar calendar, as opposed to the controversial
lunar calendar. Enoch describes to his son Methuselah his
journey through the stars above the earth, guided by the
angel Uridl.

4, The Book of Dream Visions (or
Animal Apocalypse, chs. 83—90). Enoch recounts two

visions to Methuselah. Thefirst vision is of the sky falling and
the earth undergoing cataclysmic disasters as aresult. The second
vision takes the form of an apocalyptic allegory describing the

history of humanity from the creation of Adam to the final
judgment. In it, humans are represented as animals and
angels are represented as human beings. The apocalypse
details the relationship of Jews with Gentiles and the end-
time judgment.

5. The Book of the Epistle of Enoch
(chs. 91—107). This epistle is written by Enoch for later
generations. Righteousness and wickedness are
contrasted throughout the letter in order to show that
goodness and truth will be rewarded by God, but evil and
sin will be punished by God. This sober eschatological
prophecy admonishes readers about the final divine
judgment.
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Title: Also called the Ethiopic Apocalypse of Enoch

Sour ces:.

§ Attemptsto explain some enigmatic passages from the
book of Genesis

§ Influenced by the canonical books of Ezekiel, Jeremiah,
and Dani€l

Canonical Status. Old Testament Pseudepigrapha
Author: Anonymous Jews
Date:

§ 250BC-AD50
§ Thefive books within First Enoch were apparently
written at different times by different authors.

§ Their probable chronological order from earliest to latest
iss3—1—4—5—2.

Original Language:

§ Though written originally in either Aramaic or Hebrew,
this book is fully extant only in ancient Ethiopic (G€' ez)
trangdlation.

§ Fragmentsexistin Latin, Greek, and Aramaic

§ Some fragments have been identified among the Dead Sea
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The Second Book of Enoch

2 Enoch

Summary:

Second Enoch is a pseudepigraphic apocalypse mixed with
narrative, biblical midrash, and wisdom teaching. The first section
of (chs. 1—68) deals with Enoch’s life; the second (chs. 69—73),
with events from the time of Enoch until the death of Noah.
Themes discussed include Enoch's tour of heaven and hell, ethical
teaching, Adam and Melkisedek, angels and the seven heavens,
human souls, and the creation of the world out of nothing.

Titles:

§ 2 Enoch

§ Javonic Apocalypse of Enoch

§ Taleof / Word of / Life of / Book of (the Secrets of)
(Righteous or Wise) Enoch

Sour ces:

§ Nodirect citations of the Old Testament, although it addresses
subject material found in Genesis

§ First Enoch

§ Perhaps syncretistic Egyptian traditions from Roman times

§ New Testament?

Canonical Status: Old Testament Pseudepigrapha
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Author: Ananonymous Jew

Date;

§ Probably late 15t century AD
§ Perhaps as early asthe 1t century BC
§ Perhaps aslate as the 10t century AD

Original Language:

- Thisbook survives only in Old Slavonic manuscripts,
probably trandated from a Greek trandlation.

- Probably written originally in Hebrew or Aramaic.

Notes prepared by Mark Seitz

(Junior Biblical Literature Major)
for the

Wesley Center for Applied Theology

at Northwest Nazarene University
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Text may be freely used for personal or scholarly purposes or mirrored on other web sites, provided the
notice below the horizontal line is left intact. Any use of this material for commercial purposes of any
kind is strictly forbidden without the express permission of the Wesley Center at Northwest Nazarene
University, Nampa, ID 83686. Contact webadmin@wesley.nnu.edu for permission or to report errors.
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4 Baruch / Paraleipomena Jeremiou

4 Baruch / Paraleipomena Jeremiou

Summary:

The night before Jerusalem's destruction, the Lord reveals to
Jeremiah that the city isto be attacked by his angels so it can be
handed over to the Chaldeans. He instructs Jeremiah to hide the
Temple vesseals and to accompany the exiles to Babylon. Baruch
isto stay in Jerusalem until their return. Jeremiah's requests that
his faithful servant Abimelech be spared. Sent out of the city to
gather figs at the farm of Agrippa, Abimelech takes a 66-year
nap. When he awakens, hisfigs are still fresh, but he does not
recognize his surroundings. He is eventually reunited with
Baruch, who takes his awakening as a sign that the exiles will
soon return and the fresh figs as proof of the resurrection. Baruch
sends aletter to Jeremiah, urging him to return with the exiles.
Back in Jerusalem, Jeremiah has a vision of divine mysteries,
including the coming of Jesus Christ.

Titles:

. Greek: Paraleipomena leremiou, “ Things omitted from the Prophet
Jeremiah”
. Ethiopic: “The Rest of the Words of Baruch”
Sour ces:

. Jeremiah, 2 Kings, 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah
. Departs from these in several respects

Canonical Status: Old Testament Pseudepigrapha
Authors:

Written under the pseudonym of Baruch, the prophet
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Jeremiah’ s scribe, in the fictional setting of the events surrounding
the Babylonian conquest of Jerusalem and the destruction of the temple
by the Babyloniansin 586 bc

. Chs. 1—4, in which Jeremiah is the central figure, by an unknown
Jew
. Chs.5—8, inwhich Baruch is central, by an unknown
(Pharisaic) Jew
Ch. 9 by a Christian redactor, who made other
interpolations

Date;

§ After the destruction of the Templein AD 70, but probably
before the second Jewish revolt in AD 132

§ Probably during the first third of the 2nd century AD (probably
In Palestine)

Original Language:

§ Only Greek, Ethiopic, Armenian, Old Church Slavonic, and Romanian
versions survive

§  Evidence supports a Semitic Vorlage (probably Hebrew)

Notes prepared by George Lyons
(Professor of Biblical Literature)
for the
Wesley Center for Applied Theology
at Northwest Nazarene University

© Copyright 2000 by the Wedey Center for Applied Theology
Text may be freely used for personal or scholarly purposes or mirrored on
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other web sites, provided the notice below the horizontal line isleft intact.
Any use of this material for commercial purposes of any kind is strictly
forbidden without the express permission of the Wesley Center at
Northwest Nazarene University, Nampa, ID 83686. Contact
webadmin@wesley.nnu.edu for permission or to report errors.
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The Books of Adam and Eve

Wesley Center for Applied Theology

Morthwast Mazarena Universily
& 19083-2002

VITA ADAE ET EVAE

From " The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament”
R.H. Charles
Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1913

Other books concerning the life of Adam and Eveare
The Apocalypse of Moses

and The Slavonic Adam and Eve

i 1 When they were driven out from paradise, they made themselves a booth, and spent seven days
mourning and lamenting in great grief.

il 1 But after seven days, they began to be hungry and started to look for victual to eat, and they

2 found it not. Then Eve said to Adam: ‘My lord, | am hungry. Go, ook for (something) for usto eat.
Perchance the Lord God will look back and pity us and recall usto the place in which we were before.

i 1 And Adam arose and walked seven days over al that land, and found no victual such as they

2 used to have in paradise. And Eve said to Adam: 'Wilt thou slay me? that | may die, and perchance God
the Lord will bring thee into paradise, for on my account hast thou been driven thence.’

3 Adam answered: 'Forbear, Eve, from such words, that peradventure God bring not some other curse
upon us. How isit possible that | should stretch forth my hand against my own flesh? Nay, let us arise
and look for something for usto live on, that we fail not.'

iv 1 And they walked about and searched for nine days, and they found none such as they were used to
have in paradise, but found only animals
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2 food. And Adam said to Eve: 'This hath the Lord provided for animals and brutes to eat;

3 but we used to have angels food. But it isjust and right that we lament before the sight of God who
made us. Let us repent with a great penitence: perchance the Lord will be gracious to us and will pity us
and give us a share of something for our living.'

v 1 And Eve said to Adam: 'What is penitence? Tell me, what sort of penitence am | to do? Let us not put
too great a labour on ourselves, which we cannot endure, so that the Lord will not hearken to our prayers:
and will turn away His countenance from us, because we have not

3 fulfilled what we promised. My lord, how much penitence hast thou thought (to do) for | have brought
trouble and anguish upon thee?

vi 1 And Adam said to Eve: "Thou canst not do so much as|, but do only so much as thou hast strength
for. For | will spend forty days fasting, but do thou arise and go to the river Tigris and lift up a stone and
stand on it in the water up to thy neck in the deep of the river. And let no speech proceed out of thy
mouth, since we are unworthy to address the Lord, for our lips are unclean from the unlawful and
forbidden tree.

2 And do thou stand in the water of the river thirty-seven days. But | will spend forty days in the water of
Jordan, perchance the Lord God will take pity upon us.'

vii 1 And Eve walked to theriver Tigrisand did

2 as Adam had told her. Likewise, Adam walked to the river Jordan and stood on a stone up to his neck
in water.

viii 1 And Adam said: 'l tell thee, water of Jordan, grieve with me, and assemble to me all swimming
(creatures), which are in thee, and let them surround me and mourn in company with me. Not for
themselves let them lament, but for me; for it is not they that have sinned, but |’

3 Forthwith, al living things came and surrounded him, and, from that hour, the water of Jordan stood
(still) and its current was stayed.’

IX 1 And eighteen days passed by; then Satan was wroth and transformed himself into the brightness of
angels, and went away to the river

2 Tigristo Eve, and found her weeping, and the devil himself pretended to grieve with her, and he began
to weep and said to her: 'Come out of the river and lament no more. Cease now from sorrow and moans.
Why art thou anxious

http://wesley.nnu.edu/noncanon/ot/pseudo/adamnev.htm (2 of 13) [20/07/2004 11:18:06 p.m.]



The Books of Adam and Eve

3 and thy husband Adam? The Lord God hath heard your groaning and hath accepted your penitence, and
all we angels have entreated on your behalf, and made supplication to the Lord;

4 and he hath sent me to bring you out of the water and give you the nourishment which you had in
paradise, and for which you are crying

5 out. Now come out of the water and | will conduct you to the place where your victual hath been made
ready.’

x 1 But Eve heard and believed and went out of the water of the river, and her flesh was (trembling)

2 like grass, from the chill of the water. And when she had gone out, she fell on the earth and the devil
raised her up and led her to Adam.

3 But when Adam had seen her and the devil with her, he wept and cried aloud and said: 'O Eve, Eve,
where is the labour of thy penitence?

4 How hast thou been again ensnared by our adversary, by whose means we have been estranged from
our abode in paradise and spiritual joy?

xi 1 And when she heard this, Eve understood that (it was) the devil (who) had persuaded her to go out of
the river; and she fell on her face on the earth and her sorrow and groaning and wailing

2 was redoubled. And she cried out and said: "Woe unto thee, thou devil. Why dost thou attack us for no
cause? What hast thou to do with us? What have we done to thee? for thou pursuest us with craft? Or
why doth thy malice

3 assail us? Have we taken away thy glory and caused thee to be without honour? Why dost thou harry
us, thou enemy (and persecute us) to the death in wickedness and envy?

xii 1 And with aheavy sigh, the devil spake: 'O Adam! al my hostility, envy, and sorrow isfor thee,
sinceit isfor thee that | have been expelled from my glory, which | possessed in the heavens

2 in the midst of the angels and for thee was | cast out in the earth.” Adam answered, 'What dost

3 thou tell me? What have | done to thee or what is my fault against thee? Seeing that thou hast received
no harm or injury from us, why dost thou pursue us?

xiii 1 The devil replied, 'Adam, what dost thou tell me? It isfor thy sake that | have been hurled

2 from that place. When thou wast formed. | was hurled out of the presence of God and banished from
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the company of the angels. When God blew into thee the breath of life and thy face and likeness was
made in the image of God, Michael also brought thee and made (us) worship thee in the sight of God;
and God the Lord spake: Hereis Adam. | have made thee in our image and likeness.'

xiv 1 And Michael went out and called all the angels saying:
"‘Worship the image of God as the Lord God hath commanded.'
And Michael himself worshipped first; then he called me and said: "Worship the image of God

3the Lord.' And | answered, 'l have no (need) to worship Adam.' And since Michael kept urging meto
worship, | said to him, "Why dost thou urge me? | will not worship an inferior and younger being (than I).
| am his senior in the Creation, before he was made was | already made. It is his duty to worship me.'

xv 1,2 When the angels, who were under me, heard this, they refused to worship him. And Michael saith,
"‘Worship the image of God, but if thou wilt not worship him, the Lord God will be wrath

3withthee' And | said, 'If He be wrath with me, | will set my seat above the stars of heaven and will be
like the Highest.'

xvi 1 And God the Lord was wrath with me and banished me and my angels from our glory; and on
2 thy account were we expelled from our abodes into this world and hurled on the earth. And
3 straightway we were overcome with grief, since we had been spoiled of so great glory. And we

4 were grieved when we saw thee in such joy and luxury. And with guile | cheated thy wife and caused
thee to be expelled through her (doing) from thy joy and luxury, as | have been driven out of my glory.

xvii 1 When Adam heard the devil say this, he cried out and wept and spake: ‘O Lord my God, my lifeis
in thy hands. Banish this Adversary far from me, who seeketh to destroy my soul, and give

2,3 me his glory which he himself hath lost." And at that moment, the devil vanished before him. But
Adam endured in his penance, standing for forty days (on end) in the water of Jordan.

xviii 1 And Eve said to Adam: ‘Live thou, my Lord, to theelifeis granted, since thou hast committed
neither the first nor the second error. But | have erred and been led astray for | have not kept the
commandment of God; and now banish me from the light of thy life and | will go to the sunsetting,

2 and there will | be, until I die." And she began to walk towards the western parts and to mourn

http://wesley.nnu.edu/noncanon/ot/pseudo/adamnev.htm (4 of 13) [20/07/2004 11:18:06 p.m.]



The Books of Adam and Eve

3 and to weep bitterly and groan aloud. And she made there a booth, while she had in her womb
offspring of three months old.

xix 1 And when the time of her bearing approached, she began to be distressed with pains, and she
2 cried aloud to the Lord and said: 'Pity me, O Lord, assist me." And she was not heard and the

3 mercy of God did not encircle her. And she said to herself: 'Who shall tell my lord Adam? | implore
you, ye luminaries of heaven, what time ye return to the east, bear a message to my lord Adam.'

xX 1 But in that hour, Adam said: "The complaint of Eve hath come to me. Perchance, once more hath the
serpent fought with her.’

2 And he went and found her in great distress. And Eve said: 'From the moment | saw thee, my lord, my
grief-laden soul was refreshed. And now entreat the Lord God on my behalf to

3 hearken unto thee and look upon me and free me from my awful pains.' And Adam entreated the Lord
for Eve.

xxi 1 And behold, there came twelve angels and two 'virtues, standing on the right and on the left

2 of Eve; and Michael was standing on the right; and he stroked her on the face as far as to the breast and
said to Eve: 'Blessed art thou, Eve, for Adam's sake. Since his prayers and intercessions are gredt, | have
been sent that thou mayst receive our help. Rise up now, and

3 prepare thee to bear. And she bore a son and he was shining; and at once the babe rose up and ran and
bore ablade of grassin his hands, and gave it to his mother, and his name was called Cain.

xXii 1 And Adam carried Eve and the boy and led

2 them to the East. And the Lord God sent divers seeds by Michael the archangel and gave to Adam and
showed him how to work and till the ground, that they might have fruit by which they and all their
generations might live.

3 For thereafter Eve conceived and bare a son, whose name was Abel; and Cain and Abel used to stay
together.

4 And Eve said to Adam: 'My lord, while | slept, | saw avision, as it were the blood of our son Abel in
the hand of Cain, who was gulping it down in his mouth. Therefore | have sorrow.’

5And Adam said, 'Alasif Cain slew Abel. Y et let us separate them from each other mutually, and let us
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make for each of them separate dwellings.’

xxiii 1 And they made Cain an husbandman, (but) Abel they made a shepherd; in order that in thiswise
they might be mutually separated.

2 And thereafter, Cain slew Abel, but Adam was then one hundred and thirty years old, but Abel was

slain when he was one hundred and twenty-two years. And thereafter Adam knew his wife and he begat a
son and called his name Seth.

xxiv 1 And Adam said to Eve, 'Behold, | have begotten a son, in place of Abel, whom Cain slew.'

2 And after Adam had begotten Seth, he lived eight hundred years and begat thirty sons and thirty
daughters; in al sixty-three children. And they were increased over the face of the earth in their nations.

xxv 1 And Adam said to Seth, 'Hear, my son Seth, that | may relate to thee what | heard and

2 saw after your mother and | had been driven out of paradise. When we were at prayer, there

3 came to me Michael the archangel, a messenger of God. And | saw a chariot like the wind and its
wheels were fiery and | was caught up into the Paradise of righteousness, and | saw the Lord sitting and
his face was flaming fire that could not be endured. And many thousands of angels were on the right and
the left of that chariot.

xxvi 1 When | saw this, | was confounded, and terror seized me and | bowed myself down before

2 God with my face to the earth. And God said to me, 'Behold thou diest, since thou hast transgressed the
commandment of God, for thou didst hearken rather to the voice of thy wife, whom | gave into thy
power, that thou mightst hold her to thy will. Y et thou didst listen to her and didst pass by My words.'

xxvii 1 And when | heard these words of God, | fell prone on the earth and worshipped the Lord and
said, 'My Lord, All powerful and merciful God, Holy and Righteous One, let not the name that is mindful
of Thy majesty be blotted out, but convert my soul, for | die and my

2 breath will go out of my mouth. Cast me not out from Thy presence, (me) whom Thou didst form of
the clay of the earth. Do not banish from Thy favour him whom Thou didst nourish.'

3 And lo! aword concerning thee came upon me and the Lord said to me, 'Since thy days were
fashioned, thou hast been created with alove of knowledge; therefore there shall not be taken from thy
seed for ever the (right) to serve Me!'

xxviii 1 And when | heard these words. | threw myself on the earth and adored the Lord God and said,
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‘Thou art the eternal and supreme God; and all creatures give thee honour and praise.

2 "Thou art the true Light gleaming above al light(s), the Living Life, infinite mighty Power. To Thee,
the spiritual powers give honour and praise. Thou workest on the race of men the abundance of Thy
mercy.'

3 After | had worshipped the Lord, straightway Michael, God's archangel, seized my hand and

4 cast me out of the paradise of 'vision' and of God's command. And Michael held arod in his hand, and
he touched the waters, which were round about paradise, and they froze hard.

xxix 1 And | went across, and Michagl the archangel went across with me, and he led me back to

2 the place whence he had caught me up. Hearken, my son Seth, even to the rest of the secrets [and
sacraments] that shall be, which were revealed to me, when | had eaten of the tree of the

3 knowledge, and knew and perceived what will come to pass in this age; [what God intends to do

4 to his creation of the race of men. The Lord will appear in aflame of fire (and) from the mouth of His
majesty He will give commandments and statutes [from His mouth will proceed a two-edged sword] and
they will sanctify Him in the house of the habitation of His majesty.

5 And He will show them the marvellous place of His majesty. And then they will build a house to the
Lord their God in the land which He shall prepare for them and there they will transgress His statutes and
their sanctuary will be burnt up and their land will be deserted and they

6 themselves will be dispersed; because they have kindled the wrath of God. And once more He will
cause them to come back from their dispersion; and again they will build the house of God;

7 and in the last time the house of God will be exalted greater than of old. And once more iniquity will
exceed righteousness. And thereafter God will dwell with men on earth [in visible form]; and then,
righteousness will begin to shine. And the house of God will be honoured in the age and their enemies
will no more be able to hurt the men, who are believing in God; and God will stir up for Himself a
faithful people, whom He shall save for eternity, and the impious shall be punished

8 by God their king, the men who refused to love His law. Heaven and earth, nights and days, and all
creatures shall obey Him, and not overstep His commandment. Men shall not change their

9 works, but they shall be changed from forsaking the law of the Lord. Therefore the Lord shall repel
from Himself the wicked, and the just shall shine like the sun, in the sight of God. And
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10 in that time, shall men be purified by water from their sins. But those who are unwilling to be purified
by water shall be condemned. And happy shall the man be, who hath ruled his soul, when the Judgement
shall come to pass and the greatness of God be seen among men and their deeds be inquired into by God
the just judge.

xxx 1 After Adam was nine hundred and thirty years old, since he knew that his days were coming to an
end, he said: 'Let all my sons assemble themselves to me, that | may bless them before | die, and speak
with them.’

2 And they were assembled in three parts, before his sight, in the house of prayer, where they used

3 to worship the Lord God. And they asked him (saying): 'What concerns thee, Father, that thou shoul dst
assemble us, and why dost thou lie on

4 thy bed? "Then Adam answered and said: 'My sons, | am sick and in pain." And all his sons said to him:
'‘What does it mean, father, thisillness and pain?

xxxi 1 Then said Seth his son: 'O (my) lord, perchance thou hast longed after the fruit of paradise, which
thou wast wont to eat, and therefore thou liest in sadness? Tell me and | will go to the nearest gates of
paradise and put dust on my head and throw myself down on the earth before the gates of paradise and
lament and make entreaty to God with loud lamentation; perchance he will hearken to me and send his
angel to bring me the fruit, for which thou hast longed.'

2 Adam answered and said: 'No, my son, | do not long (for this), but | feel weakness and great

3 painin my body.' Seth answered, 'What is pain, my lord father? | am ignorant; but hide it not from us,
but tell us (about it).'

And Adam answered and said: 'Hear me, my sons. When God made us, me and your mother, and placed
us in paradise and gave us every tree bearing fruit to eat, he laid a prohibition on us concerning the tree
of knowledge of good and evil, which isin the midst of paradise; (saying)

2 'Do not eat of it.' But God gave a part of paradise to me and (a part) to your mother: the trees of the
eastern part and the north, which is over against Aquilo he gave to me, and to your mother he gave the
part of the south and the western part.

xxxiii 1 (Moreover) God the Lord gave us two angels

2 to guard us. The hour came when the angels had ascended to worship in the sight of God; forthwith the
adversary [the devil] found an opportunity while the angels were absent and the devil led your mother
astray to eat of the
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3 unlawful and forbidden tree. And she did eat and gave to me.

xxxiv 1 And immediately, the Lord God was wrath with us, and the Lord said to me: 'In that thou hast
left behind my commandment and hast not kept my word, which | confirmed to thee; behold, | will bring
upon thy body, seventy blows; with divers griefs, shalt thou be tormented, beginning at thy head and
thine eyes and thine ears down to thy nails on thy toes, and in every

2 separate limb. These hath God appointed for chastisement. All these things hath the Lord sent to me
and to all our race.’

xxxv 1 Thus spake Adam to his sons, and he was seized with violent pains, and he cried out with aloud
voice, 'What shall | do? | amin distress. So cruel are the pains with which | am beset." And when Eve had
seen him weeping, she also began to weep herself, and said: 'O Lord my God, hand over to me his pain,
foritis! who sinned.’

3 And Eve said to Adam: 'My lord, give me a part of thy pains, for this hath come to thee from fault of
mine.'

xxxvi 1 And Adam said to Eve: 'Rise up and go with my son Seth to the neighbourhood of paradise, and
put dust on your heads and throw yourselves on the ground and lament in the sight of

2 God. Perchance He will have pity (upon you) and send His angel across to the tree of His mercy,
whence floweth the oil of life, and will give you adrop of it, to anoint me with it, that | may have rest
from these pains, by which | am being consumed.’

Then Seth and his mother went off towards the gates of paradise. And while they were walking, |o!
suddenly there came a beast

2 [a serpent] and attacked and bit Seth. And as soon as Eve saw it, she wept and said: 'Alas, wretched
woman that | am. | am accursed since | have not kept the commandment of God.'

3 And Eve said to the serpent in aloud voice: 'Accursed beast! how (isit that) thou hast not feared to let
thyself loose against the image of God, but hast dared to fight with it?

xxxviii 1 The beast answered in the language of men: ‘Isit not against you, Eve, that our malice (is
directed)? Are not ye the objects of our rage?

2 Tell me, Eve, how was thy mouth opened to eat of the fruit? But now if | shall begin to reprove thee
thou canst not bear it.'

xxxix 1 Then said Seth to the beast: '‘God the Lord revile thee. Be silent, be dumb, shut thy mouth,
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accursed enemy of Truth, confounder and destroyer. Avaunt from the image of God till the day when the
Lord God shall order thee to be brought to the ordeal.' And the beast said to Seth: 'See, | leave the
presence of the image of God, as thou hast said.' Forthwith he left Seth, wounded by his teeth.

xI 1 But Seth and his mother walked to the regions of paradise for the oil of mercy to anoint the sick
Adam: and they arrived at the gates of paradise, (and) they took dust from the earth and placed it on their
heads, and bowed themselves with their faces to the earth and began to lament and

2 make loud moaning, imploring the Lord God to pity Adam in his pains and to send His angel to give
them the oil from the 'tree of His mercy'.

xli 1 But when they had been praying and imploring for many hours, behold, the angel Michael ap-
2 peared to them and said: 'l have been sent to you from the Lord -I am set by God over the

3 bodies of men- | tell thee, Seth, (thou) man of God, weep not nor pray and entreat on account of the oil
of the tree of mercy to anoint thy father Adam for the pains of his body.

xlii 1 'For | tell thee that in no wise wilt thou be able to receive thereof save in the last days.’

2 [When five thousand five hundred years have been fulfilled, then will come upon earth the most
beloved king Christ, the son of God, to revive the body of Adam and with him to revive

3 the bodies of the dead. He Himself, the Son of God, when He comes will be baptized in the river of
Jordan, and when He hath come out of the water of Jordan, then He will anoint from the

4 oil of mercy al that believe in Him. And the oil of mercy shall be for generation to generation for those
who are ready to be born again of

5 water and the Holy Spirit to life eternal. Then the most beloved Son of God, Christ, descending on
earth shall lead thy father Adam to Paradise to the tree of mercy.]

xliii 1 'But do thou, Seth, go to thy father Adam, since the time of hislifeisfulfilled. Six days hence, his
soul shall go off hisbody and when it shall have gone out, thou shalt see great marvels in the heaven and
in the earth and the

2 luminaries of heaven. With these words, straightway Michael departed from Seth.

3 And Eve and Seth returned bearing with them herbs of fragrance, i.e. nard and crocus and calamus and
cinnamon.
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xliv 1 And when Seth and his mother had reached Adam, they told him, how the beast [the serpent]

2 bit Seth. And Adam said to Eve: "What hast thou done? A great plague hast thou brought upon us,
transgression and sin for all our generations: and this which thou hast done, tell thy

3 children after my death, [for those who arise from us shall toil and fail but they shall be

4 wanting and curse us (and) say, All evils have our parents brought upon us, who were at the
5 beginning].' When Eve heard these words, she began to weep and moan.

xlv 1 And just as Michael the archangel had fore-

2 told, after six days came Adam's death. When Adam perceived that the hour of his death was at hand,
he said to all his sons: '‘Behold, | am nine hundred and thirty years old, and if | die,

3 bury me towards the sunrising in the field of yonder dwelling." And it came to pass that when he had
finished all his discourse, he gave up the ghost. (Then) was the sun darkened and the moon

xlvi 1 and the stars for seven days, and Seth in his mourning embraced from above the body of his father,
and Eve was looking on the ground with hands folded over her head, and all her children wept most
bitterly. And behold, there appeared

2 Michael the angel and stood at the head of Adam and said to Seth: 'Rise up from the body of thy

3 father and come to me and see what is the doom of the Lord God concerning him. His creatureis he,
and God hath pitied him.'

And all angels blew their trumpets, and cried:
xlvii 1 'Blessed art thou, O Lord, for thou hast had pity on Thy creature.’
xlviii 1 Then Seth saw the hand of God stretched out holding Adam and he handed him over to

2 Michael, saying: 'Let him bein thy chargetill the day of Judgement in punishment, till the last years
when | will convert his sorrow into joy.

3 Then shall he sit on the throne of him who hath been his supplanter.’

4 And the Lord said again to the angels Michael and Uriel: 'Bring me three linen clothes of byssus and
spread them out over Adam and other linen clothes over Abel his son and bury Adam and Abel his son.’
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5 And all the 'powers of angels marched before Adam, and the sleep of the dead was

6 consecrated. And the angels Michael and Uriel buried Adam and Abel in the parts of Paradise, before
the eyes of Seth and his mother

7 [and no one elsg], and Michael and Uriel said: 'Just as ye have seen, in like manner, bury your dead.'
xlix 1 Six days after, Adam died; and Eve perceived that she would die, (so) she assembled all her sons

2 and daughters, Seth with thirty brothers and thirty sisters, and Eve said to all, 'Hear me, my children,
and | will tell you what the archangel Michael said to uswhen | and your father transgressed the
command of God

3 On account of your transgression, Our Lord will bring upon your race the anger of hisjudgement, first
by water, the second time by fire; by these two, will the Lord judge the whole human race

| 1 But hearken unto me, my children. Make ye then tables of stone and others of clay, and write

2 on them, all my life and your father's (all) that ye have heard and seen from us. If by water the Lord
judge our race, the tables of clay will be dissolved and the tables of stone will remain; but if by fire, the
tables of stone will be broken up and the tables of clay will be baked (hard).'

3 When Eve had said all thisto her children, she spread out her hands to heaven in prayer, and bent her
knees to the earth, and while she worshipped the Lord and gave him thanks, she gave up the ghost.
Thereafter, al her children buried her with loud lamentation.

li 1 When they had been mourning four days, (then) Michael the archangel appeared and said

2 to Seth: '‘Man of God, mourn not for thy dead more than six days, for on the seventh day is the sign of
the resurrection and the rest of the age to come; on the seventh day the Lord rested from all His works.'

3 Thereupon Seth made the tables.

Scanned and Edited by
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Northwest Nazarene College

http://wesley.nnu.edu/noncanon/ot/pseudo/adamnev.htm (12 of 13) [20/07/2004 11:18:06 p.m.]



The Books of Adam and Eve

Sponsored by the An Institution of the
Northwest Nazarene University Church of the Nazarene
Nampa, Idaho

)
s
L7
L7
L7
09

Last Updated: January 06, 2003
To ask questions or report broken links, e-mail us at
webmaster@wesley.nnu.edu

http://wesley.nnu.edu/noncanon/ot/pseudo/adamnev.htm (13 of 13) [20/07/2004 11:18:06 p.m.]


http://www.nnu.edu/
http://www.nazarene.org/
mailto:sdmwiinga@nnu.edu

The Life of Adam and Eve

The Life of Adam and Eve

Summary:

An elaboration on the biblical account of Adam and Eve, this story, in
the Latin version called Vita Adae et Evae, probably comes from the
same source as the Apocalypse of Moses. Various, significant
differences, however, allow for avariety of explanations as to their
relation. The account begins after Adam and Eve have been forced to
|eave the garden, but the charactersrecall their life in the garden on
several occasions.

Eveis portrayed as entirely responsible for the fall and subsequent
transgressions. While Adam attempts to do penitence, Eveisagain
decelved by Satan, who, thistime, appears to her as an angel of light.
Thus, when in the pain of childbirth Eve pleads God for mercy, she
recelves none. But when Adam asks for assistance for her, his request
Isgranted. Many other elements of the story that are not provided in
the canon are included in The Life, such as: Satan’s fall from Heaven,
an early vision given Eve regarding her son’s demise, Adam and Eve's
60 additional children, and the serpent biting Seth. In this story, the
supposition is that when a person dies, his or her spirit |leaves the body
and is not rejoined until the resurrection in the age to come.

Canonical Status:  Part of the Old Testament Pseudepigrapha

http://wesley.nnu.edu/noncanon/summaries/adamé&eve-notes.htm (1 of 4) [20/07/2004 11:18:07 p.m.]



The Life of Adam and Eve

Author: Probably Jewish

Original Language:

e Probably written in Hebrew

» Trandated into Latin and Greek

0 Debated relationship between the Latin and Greek
editions

0 Probably developed independently

« An Armenian recension was made in the fifth or sixth
centuries, from the Apocalypse of Moses

 Anexisting Slavonic trandlation mixes the Greek and Latin
versions

Provenance: disputed and uncertain
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* PerhapsaJew of Alexandria, Egypt

* Probably from Pharisaic circles within Palestine

Date:

- Hebrew version from first century BCE to first century CE

» Greek (Apocalypsis Mosis) and Latin (Vita Adae et Evae)
between the second and fourth centuries CE.

Notes prepared by Kara Lyons
(Senior Religion Mejor)
for the
Wesley Center for Applied Theology

at Northwest Nazarene University
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SLAVONIC VITA ADAE ET EVAE

From-The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament
R.H. Charles
Oxford: The Clarendon Press, 1913

xxviii 1 And we sat together before the gate of paradise, Adam weeping with his face bent down to the
earth, lay on the ground lamenting. And seven days passed by and we had nothing

2 to eat and were consumed with great hunger, and | Eve cried with aloud voice: 'Pity me, O Lord, My
Creator; for my sake Adam suffereth thus!'

xxxix 1 And | said to Adam: 'Rise up! my lord, that we may seek us food; for now my spirit faileth me
and my heart within me is brought low."' Then Adam spake to me: 'l have thoughts of

2 killing thee, but | fear since God created thine image and thou showest penitence and criest to God;
hence my heart hath not departed from thee.'

xxx 1 And Adam arose and we roamed through all lands and found nothing to eat save nettles (and) grass
of the field. And we returned again to the gates of paradise and cried aloud and entreated: ‘Have
compassion on thy creature.

2 O Lord Creator, alow usfood.'

xxxi 1 And for fifteen days continuously we entreated. Then we heard Michael the archangel and Joel

2 praying for us, and Joel the archangel was commanded by the Lord, and he took a seventh part of
paradise and gaveit to us. Then the

3 Lord said: 'Thorns and thistles shall spring up from under thy hands; and from thy sweat shalt thou eat
(bread), and thy wife shall tremble when she looketh upon thee!’

xxxii 1 The archangel Joel said to Adam: "Thus saith the Lord; | did not create thy wife to command thee,
but to obey; why art thou obedient to thy wife? Again Joel the archangcl bade Adam separate the cattle
and all kinds of flying and creeping things and animals, both wild and tame; and to give namesto all
things. Then indeed
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3 he took the oxen and began to plough.

xxxiii 1 Then the devil approached and stood before the oxen, and hindered Adam in tilling the field and
said to Adam: 'Mine are the things of

2 earth, the things of Heaven are God's; but if thou wilt be mine, thou shalt labour on the earth; but if
thou wilt be God's, (pray) go away to paradise." Adam said: 'The things

3 of Heaven are the Lord's, and the things of earth and Paradise and the whole Universe.'

xxxiv 1 The devil said: 'l do not suffer theeto till the field, except thou write the bond that thou art mine.’
Adam replied: 'Whosoever islord of

2 the earth, to the same do | (belong) and my children.' Then the devil was overcome with joy. (But
Adam was not ignorant that the Lord

3 would descend on earth and tread the devil under foot.) The devil said: "Write me thy

4 bond." And Adam wrote: 'Who is lord of the earth, to the same do | belong and my children.’

xxxv 1 Eve said to Adam, 'Rise up, my lord, let us pray to God in this cause that He set us free from that
devil, for thou art in this strait on my account.’

But Adam said: 'Eve, since thou repentest of

2 thy misdeed, my heart will hearken to thee, for the Lord created thee out of my ribs. Let us fast forty
days perchance the Lord will have pity on us and will leave us understanding and life." I, for my part,
said: 'Do thou, (my) lord,

3 fast forty days, but | will fast forty-four.'

xxxvi 1 And Adam said to me: 'Haste thee to the river, named Tigris, and take a great stone and place it
under thy feet, and enter into the stream and clothe thyself with water, as with a cloak, up to the neck,
and pray to God in thy heart and let no word proceed out of thy mouth." And

2 | said: 'O (my) lord, with my whole heart will | call upon God."' And Adam said to me:

3 'Take great care of thyself. Except thou seest me and all my tokens, depart not out of the water, nor
trust in the words, which are said to thee, lest thou fall again into the snare." And

4 Adam came to Jordan and he entered into the water and he plunged himself altogether into the flood,
even (to) the hairs of his head, while he made supplication to God and sent (up) prayersto Him.

xxxvii 1And there, the angels came together and all living creatures, wild and tame, and all birds that fly,
(and) they surrounded Adam, like awall, praying to God for Adam.

xxxviii 1 The devil came to me, wearing the form and brightness of an angel, and shedding big teardrops,
(and) said to me: 'Come out of the water,

2 Eve, God hath heard thy prayers and (heard) us angels. God hath fulfilled the prayers of those who
intercede on thy behalf. God hath sent me to thee, that thou mayst come out of the water.'

xxxix 1 But | (Eve) perceived that he was the devil and answered him nothing. But Adam (when) he
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returned from Jordan, saw the devil's footprints, and feared lest perchance he had deceived me; but when
he had remarked me standing in the water he was overcome with joy (and) he took
2 me and led me out of the water.

xI 1 Then Adam cried out with aloud voice: '‘Be silent, Eve, for already is my spirit straitened in my
body; arise, go forth, utter prayersto God, till | deliver up my spirit to God.'

(Passage follows exactly parallel to Apocalypsis Mosis xxxii. seg., but in abbreviated form.)
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APOCALYPSIS MOSIS

From-The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament
R.H. Charles
Oxford: The Clarendon Press, 1913

I 1 Thisisthe story of Adam and Eve after they had gone out of Paradise. And Adam knew hiswife
2 Eve and went upwards to the sun-rising and abode there eighteen years and two months. And
3 Eve conceived and bare two sons; Adiaphotos, who is called Cain and Amilabeswho is called Abdl.

il 1 And after this, Adam and Eve were with one another and while they were sleeping, Eve said to Adam
her lord: 'My lord, Adam, behold,

2 | have seen in adream this night the blood of my son Amilabes who is styled Abel being poured into
the mouth of Cain his brother and he went on drinking it without pity. But he begged him to leave him a
little of it. Y et he hearkened

3 not to him, but gulped down the whole; nor did it stay in his stomach, but came out of his mouth. And
Adam said, 'L et us arise and go

4 and see what has happened to them. (I fear) lest the adversary may be assailing them somewhere.'

il 1 And they both went and found Abel murdered. | by the hand of Cain his brother. And God

2 saith to Michael the archangel: 'Say to Adam: " Reveal not the secret that thou knowest to Cain thy son,
for heisason of wrath. But grieve not, for | will give thee another son in his stead; he shall show (to
thee) all that thou shalt do. Do thou tell him nothing."* Thus spake the archangel

3 to Adam. But he kept the word in his heart, and with him also Eve, though they grieved concerning
Abel their son.

iv 1 And after this, Adam knew Eve hiswife, and she concelved and bare Seth.

And Adam said to Eve: 'Seel we have
2 begotten a son in place of Abel, whom Cain slew, let us give glory and sacrifice to God.'
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v 1 And Adam begat thirty sons and thirty daughters and Adam lived nine hundred and thirty years; and
he fell sick and cried with aloud

2 voice and said, 'L et all my sons come to me that | may see them before | die.'

3 And all assembled, for the earth was divided into three parts. And Seth his son said to him:

4 'Father Adam, what is thy complaint?

5 And he saith, 'MY children, | am crushed by the burden of trouble." And they say to him, 'What is
trouble?

vi 1 And Seth answered and said to him: 'Hast thou called to mind, father, the fruit of paradise of which
thou usedst to eat, and hast been grieved in yearning for it?

'If this be so, tell me, (and) | will go and

2 bring thee fruit from paradise. For | will set dung upon my head and will weep and pray that the Lord
will hearken to me and send his angel (and bring me a plant from paradise), and | will bring it thee that
thy trouble may cease from thee.'

Adam saith to him: 'Nay, my son Seth, but
3 | have (much) sickness and trouble!" Seth saith to him: 'And how hath this come upon thee?

vii 1 And Adam said to him: 'When God made us, me and your mother, through whom also | die, He
gave us power to eat of every tree which isin paradise, but, concerning that one only, He charged us not
to eat of it, and through this one we are to die. And the hour drew nigh for the angels

2 who were guarding your mother to go up and worship the Lord, and | was far from her, and the enemy
knew that she was alone and gave to her, and she ate of the tree of which she had been told not to eat.

3 Then she gave aso to me to eat.

viii 1 'And God was wroth with us, and the Lord came into paradise and called me in aterrible voice and
said: "Adam, where art thou? And why hidest thou from my face? Shall the house be able to hide itself
from its builder?' And he saith to me: " Since thou hast abandoned my covenant, | have brought upon thy
body seventy-two strokes; the trouble of the first stroke is a pain of the eyes, the second stroke an
affection of the hearing, and likewise in turn al the strokes shall befall thee.""

iIX 1 Ashe said thisto his sons, Adam groaned sore and said: 'What shall | do? | amin great distress.'

And Eve wept and said: 'My lord

2 Adam, rise up and give me half of thy trouble and | will endure it; for it is on my account that this hath
happened to thee, on my account thou art beset with toils and troubles.' But Adam

3 said to Eve, 'Arise and go with my son Seth near to paradise, and put earth upon your heads and weep
and pray God to have mercy upon me and send his angel to paradise, and give me of the tree out of
which the oil floweth, and bring it me, and | shall anoint myself and shall have rest from my complaint.’
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x 1 Then Seth and Eve went towards paradise, and Eve saw her son, and awild beast assailing him, and
Eve wept and said: 'Woe is me; if

2 | come to the day of the Resurrection, all those who have sinned will curse me saying: Eve hath not
kept the commandment of God.' And she

3 spake to the beast: "Thou wicked beast, fearest thou not to fight with the image of God? How was thy
mouth opened? How were thy teeth made strong? How didst thou not call to mind thy subjection? For
long ago wast thou made subject to the image of God.' Then the beast

4 cried out and said:

xi 1'ltisnot our concern, Eve, thy greed and thy wailing, but thine own; for (it is) from thee that the rule
of the beasts hath arisen. How was thy

2 mouth opened to eat of the tree concerning which God enjoined thee not to eat of it? On this account,
our nature also hath been transformed. Now therefore thou canst not endureit,

3if | beginto reprove thee!

xii 1 Then Seth speaketh to the beast, 'Close thy mouth and be silent and stand off from the image of God
until the day of Judgment.' Then saith
2 the beast to Seth: 'Behold, | stand off from the image of God." And he went to his lair.

xiii 1 And Seth went with Eve near paradise, and | they wept there, and prayed God to send his angel and
give them the oil of mercy.

And God

2 sent the archangel Michael and he spake to Seth: 'Seth, man of God, weary not thyself with prayers and
entreaties concerning the tree which floweth with oil to anoint thy father Adam. For it shall not be thine
now, but in the end of the times.

3 Then shall al flesh be raised up from Adam till that great day,-all that shall be of the holy people. Then
shall the delights of paradise be given to them and God shall be in their midst. And they shall no longer
sin before his face, for the evil heart shall be taken from them and there shall be given them a heart
understanding the good and to serve God only.

But do thou go back to thy father. For the
6 term of hislife hath been fulfilled and he will live three days from to-day and will die. But when his
soul is departing, thou shalt behold the awful (scene of) his passing.'

xiv 1 Thus spake the angel and departed from them. And Seth and Eve came to the hut where Adam was
laid. And Adam saith to Eve: 'Eve, what

2 hast thou wrought in us? Thou hast brought upon us great wrath which is death, [lording it over all our
race].' And he saith to her, 'Call all

3 our children and our children's children and tell them the manner of our transgression.’

xv 1 Then saith Eve to them: 'Hear al my children and children's children and | will relate to you
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2 how the enemy deceived us. It befell that we were guarding paradise, each of us the portion

3 allotted to us from God. Now | guarded in my lot, the west and the south. But the devil went to Adam's
lot, where the male creatures were. [For God divided the creatures; al the males he gave to your father
and all the females he gave to me.]

xvi 1 And the devil spake to the serpent saying, Rise up, cometo me and | will tell thee aword

2 whereby thou mayst have profit." And he arose and came to him. And the devil saith to him:

3"1 hear that thou art wiser than all the beasts, and | have come to counsel thee. Why dost thou eat of
Adam's tares and not of paradise? Rise up and we will cause him to be cast out of paradise, even

4 as we were cast out through him." The serpent saith to him, "I fear lest the Lord be wroth with

5 me." The devil saith to him: "Fear not, only be my vessel and | will speak through thy mouth words to
deceive him."

xvii 1 And instantly he hung himself from the wall of paradise, and when the angels ascended to

2 worship God, then Satan appeared in the form of an angel and sang hymns like the angels. And | bent
over the wall and saw him, like an angel. But he saith to me: "Art thou Eve?' And | said

3to him, "l am." 'What art thou doing in paradise?' And | said to him, "God set us to guard and

4 to eat of it." The devil answered through the mouth of the serpent: 'Y e do well but ye do not eat

5 of every plant." And | said: "Yea, we eat of all. save one only, which isin the midst of paradise,
concerning which, God charged us not to eat of it: for, He said to us, on the day on which ye eat of it, ye
shall die the death.”

xviii 1 Then the serpent saith to me, "May God live! but | am grieved on your account, for | would not
have you ignorant. But arise, (come) hither, hearken to me and eat and mind the value of that tree."
2,3But | saidto him," | fear lest God be wroth with me as he told us." And he saith to me: "Fear not, for
as soon as thou eatest of it, ye too shall be as God, in that ye shall know good and evil.

4 But God perceived thisthat ye would be like Him, so he envied you and said, Y e shall not eat of

5,6 it. Nay, do thou give heed to the plant and thou wilt seeits great glory." Yet | feared to take of the
fruit. And he saith to me: "Come hither, and | will give it thee. Follow me."

xix 1 And | opened to him and he walked alittle way, then turned and said to me: "'l have changed my

2 mind and | will not give thee to eat until thou swear to me to give also to thy husband.” (And) | said.
"What sort of oath shall | swear to thee? Y et what | know, | say to thee: By the throne of the

3 Master, and by the Cherubim and the Tree of Life! | will give also to my husband to eat." And when he
had received the oath from me, he went and poured upon the fruit the poison of his wickedness, which is
lust, the root and beginning of every sin, and he bent the branch on the earth and | took of the fruit and |
ate.

xx 1 And in that very hour my eyes were opened, and forthwith | knew that | was bare of the
righteousness

2 with which | had been clothed (upon), and | wept and said to him: "Why hast thou

3 done thisto mein that thou hast deprived me of the glory with which | was clothed?' But | wept also
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about the oath, which | had sworn. But he descended from the tree and vanished.

4 And | began to seek, in my nakedness, in my part for leaves to hide my shame, but | found none, for, as
soon as | had eaten, the leaves showered down from al the treesin my part, except the fig tree

5only. But | took leaves from it and made for myself agirdle and it was from the very same plant of
which | had eaten.

xxi 1 And | cried out in that very hour, 'Adam, Adam, where art thou? Rise up, come to me and

2 | will show thee a great secret.” But when your father came, | spake to him words of transgression

3 [which have brought us down from our great glory]. For, when he came, | opened my mouth and the
devil was speaking, and | began to exhort him and said, "Come hither, my lord Adam, hearken to me and
eat of the fruit of the tree of which God told us not to eat of it, and thou shalt be as

4 aGod." And your father answered and said, "I fear lest God be wroth with me." And | said to

5 him, "Fear not, for as soon as thou hast eaten thou shalt know good and evil." And speedily | persuaded
him, and he ate and straightway his eyes were opened and he too knew his nakedness.

6 And to me he saith, "O wicked woman! what have | done to thee that thou hast deprived me of the
glory of God?"

xxii 1 And in that same hour, we heard the archangel Michael blowing with his trumpet and calling to
2 the angels and saying: "Thus saith the Lord, Come with me to Paradise and hear the judgement with
which | shall judge Adam."

3 And when God appeared in paradise, mounted on the chariot of his cherubim with the angels
proceeding before him and singing hymns of praises, all the plants of paradise, both of your father's lot
4 and mine, broke out into flowers. And the throne of God was fixed where the Tree of Life was.

xxiii 1 And God called Adam saying, "Adam, where art thou? Can the house be hidden from the
presence

2 of its builder? "Then your father answered; "It is not because we think not to be found by thee, Lord,
that we hide, but | was afraid, because | am naked, and | was ashamed before thy might,

3 (my) Master." God saith to him, "Who showed thee that thou art naked, unless thou hast forsaken my
4 commandment, which | delivered thee to keep (it)." Then Adam called to mind the word which | spake
to him, (saying) "l will make thee secure before God"; and he turned and said to me: "Why hast thou
done this?' And | said, "The serpent deceived me."

xXiv 1 God saith to Adam: 'Since thou hast disregarded my commandment and hast hearkened to thy
wife, cursed isthe earth in thy labours. Thou shalt work it and it shall not give its strength: thorns and
thistles shall spring up for thee, and in the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat thy bread. [ Thou shalt bein
manifold toils; thou shalt be crushed by bitterness, but of sweetness shalt thou not taste.]

3 Weary shalt thou be and shalt not rest; by heat shalt thou betired, by cold shalt thou be straitened:
abundantly shalt thou busy thyself, but thou shalt not be rich; and thou shalt grow fat, but come to no
end.

4 The beasts, over whom thou didst rule, shall rise up in rebellion against thee, for thou hast not kept my
commandment.”
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xxv 1 And the Lord turned to me and said: "Since thou hast hearkened to the serpent, and turned

2 adeaf ear to my commandment, thou shalt be in throes of travail and intolerable agonies; thou shalt
bear children in much trembling and in one hour thou shalt come to the birth, and lose thy

3 life, from thy sore trouble and anguish. But thou shalt confess and say: 'Lord, Lord, save me, and

4 | will turn no more to the sin of the flesh." And on this account, from thine own words | will judge thee,
by reason of the enmity which the enemy has planted in thee."

xxvi 1 But he turned to the serpent [in great wrath] and said: " Since thou hast done this, and become a
thankless vessel until thou hast deceived the innocent hearts, accursed art thou among all beasts.

2 Thou shalt be deprived of the victual of which thou didst eat and shalt feed on dust all the days of

3 thy life: on thy breast and thy belly shalt thou walk and be robbed of hands and feet. There shall not be
left thee ear nor wing, nor one limb of all that with which thou didst ensnare themin

4 thy malice and causedst them to be cast out of paradise; and | will put enmity between thee and his
seed: he shall bruise thy head and thou shalt bruise his heel until the day of Judgement.” xxvii 1,2 Thus
he spake and bade the angels have us cast out of paradise: and as we were being driven out amid our loud
lamentations, your father Adam besought the angels and said: "L eave me alittle (space) that | may
entreat the Lord that he have compassion on me and pity me, for | only

3 have sinned." And they left off driving him and Adam cried aloud and wept saying: "Pardon me O
Lord, my deed.” Then the Lord saith to the angels, "Why have ye ceased from driving Adam from
paradise? Why do ye not cast him out? Isit | who have done wrong? Or is my judgement

5 badly judged?' Then the angels fell down on the ground and worshipped the Lord saying, "Thou art
just, O Lord, and thou judgest righteous judgement.”

xxviii 1 But the Lord turned to Adam and said: 'l will not suffer thee henceforward to be in paradise.”

2 And Adam answered and said, " Grant me, O Lord, of the Tree of Lifethat | may eat of it, before

3| be cast out." Then the Lord spake to Adam, "Thou shalt not take of it now, for | have commanded the
cherubim with the flaming sword that turneth (every way) to guard it from thee that

4 thou taste not of it; but thou hast the war which the adversary hath put into thee, yet when thou art gone
out of paradise, if thou shouldst keep thyself from all evil, as one about to die, when again the
Resurrection hath come to pass, | will raise thee up and then there shall be given to thee the Tree of

Life."

xXix 1,2 Thus spake the Lord and ordered us to be cast out of paradise. But your father Adam wept
before the angel s opposite paradise and the angels say to him: "What wouldst thou have us to do,

3 Adam?"And your father saith to them, "Behold, ye cast me out. | pray you, allow me to take away
fragrant herbs from paradise, so that | may offer an offering to God after | have gone out of paradise that
he hear me." And the angels approached God and said: "JA'EL, Eternal King, command, my Lord, that
there be given to Adam incense of sweet odour from paradise and seeds

5 for hisfood." And God bade Adam go in and take sweet spices and fragrant herbs from paradise

6 and seeds for hisfood. And the angels let him go and he took four kinds: crocus and nard and calamus
and cinnamon and the other seeds for hisfood: and, after taking these, he went out of

7 paradise. And we were on the earth.
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xxx 1 Now then, my children, I have shown you the way in which we were deceived; and do ye guard
yourselves from transgressing against the good.'

xxxi 1 And when Eve had said thisin the midst of her sons, while Adam was lying ill and bound to die

2 after asingle day from the sickness which had fastened upon him, she saith to him: 'How isit that
3thou diest and | live or how long havel to live after thou art dead? Tell me." And Adam saith to her:
'Reck not of this, for thou tarriest not after me, but even both of us are to die together. And she shall liein
my place. But when | die, anoint me and let no man touch metill the

4 angel of the Lord shall speak somewhat concerning me. For God will not forget me, but will seek His
own creature; and now arise rather and pray to God till | give up my spirit into His hands who gave it me.
For we know not how we are to meet our Maker, whether He be wroth with us, or be merciful and intend
to pity and receive us.'

xxxii 1,2 And Eve rose up and went outside and fell on the ground and began to say: | have sinned, O
God, | have sinned, O God of All, | have sinned against Thee. | have sinned against the elect angels. |
have sinned against the Cherubim. | have sinned against Thy fearful and unshakable Throne. | have
sinned before Thee and all sin hath begun through my doing in the creation.'

3 Even thus prayed Eve on her knees; (and) behold, the angel of humanity came to her, and raised

4 her up and said: 'Rise up, Eve, (from thy penitence), for behold, Adam thy husband hath gone out of his
body. Rise up and behold his spirit borne aloft to his Maker.'

xxxiii 1 And Eve rose up and wiped off her tears with her hand, and the angel saith to her, ' Lift Up
thyself

2 from the earth." And she gazed steadfastly into heaven, and beheld a chariot of light, borne by four
bright eagles, (and) it were impossible for any man born of woman to tell the glory of them or

3 behold their face -and angels going before the chariot- and when they came to the place where your
father Adam was, the chariot halted and the Seraphim. And | beheld golden censers, between your father
and the chariot, and all the angels with censers and frankincense came in haste to the

5 incense-offering and blew upon it and the smoke of the incense veiled the firmaments. And the angels
fell down and worshipped God, crying aloud and saying, JA'EL, Holy One, have pardon, for heis Thy
image, and the work of Thy holy hands.’

xxxiv 1 And | Eve beheld two great and fearful wonders standing in the presence of God and | wept for
2 fear, and | cried aoud to my son Seth and said, 'Rise up, Seth, from the body of thy father Adam and
come to me, and thou shalt see a spectacle which no man's eye hath yet beheld.'

xxxv 1 Then Seth arose and came to his mother and to her he saith: "What is thy trouble? Why weepest
thou? (And) she saith to him: ‘Look

2 up and see with thine eyes the seven heavens opened, and see how the soul of thy father lies on its face
and all the holy angels are praying on his behalf and saying: 'Pardon him, Father of All, for heis Thine
image." 'Pray, my child

3 Seth, what shall this mean? And will he one day be delivered into the hands of the Invisible Father,
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even our God? But who are the two
4 negroes who stand by at the prayers for thy father Adam?

xxxvi 1 And Seth telleth his mother, that they are the sun and moon and themselves fall down and pray
on behalf of my father Adam. Eve saith

2 to him: 'And where is their light and why have they taken on such a black appearance? And

3 Seth answereth her, 'The light hath not left them, but they cannot shine before the Light of the
Universe, the Father of Light; and on this account their light hath been hidden from them.

xxxvii 1 Now while Seth was saying this to his mother, lo, an angel blew the trumpet, and there stood up
all the angels (and they were) lying on their faces, and they cried aoud in an awful voice and said:
'Blessed (be) the glory of the Lord from

2 the works of His making, for He hath pitied Adam the creature of His hands.' But when the

3 angels had said these words, 10, there came one of the seraphim with six wings and snatched up Adam
and carried him off to the Acherusian lake, and washed him thrice, in the presence of God.

xxxix 1 And God saith to him: 'Adam, what hast thou done? If thou hadst kept my commandment, there
would now be no regjoicing among those who are bringing thee down to this place. Yet, | tell thee that |
will turn their joy to grief

2 and thy grief will | turnto joy, and | will transform thee to thy former glory? and set thee on the throne
of thy deceiver. But he shall be cast

3 into this place to see thee sitting above him, then he shall be condemned and they that heard him, and
he shall be grieved sore when he seeth thee sitting on his honourable throne.'

XXXVil

4 And he stayed there three hours, lying down, and thereafter the Father of all, sitting on his holy throne
stretched out his hand, and took Adam and handed him over to the archangel Michael saying: 'Lift him
up into Paradise unto the third Heaven, and leave him there until that fearful day of my reckoning, which
| will makein the world.' Then Michael took Adam and left

6 him where God told him.

xxxviii 1 But after all this, the archangel asked concerning the laying out of the remains. And God

2 commanded that all the angels should assemble in His presence, each in his order, and al the angels
assembled, some having censersin their hands, and others trumpets. Andlo ! the'Lord

3 of Hosts' came on and four winds drew Him and cherubim mounted on the winds and the angels from
heaven escorting Him and they came on the earth, where was the body of Adam. And

4 they came to paradise and all the leaves of paradise were stirred so that all men begotten of Adam slept
from the fragrance save Seth alone, because he was born ‘according to the appointment of God '. Then
Adam's body lay therein

5 paradise on the earth and Seth grieved exceedingly over him.

Xl 1 Then God spake to the archangel (s) Michael, (Gabriel, Uriel, and Raphael): ‘Go away
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2 to Paradise in the third heaven, and strew linen clothes and cover the body of Adam and bring oil of the
‘oil of fragrance' and pour it over him. And they acted thus did the three great angels and they prepared
him for burial. And God said: 'L et the body of Abel also be

3 brought." And they brought other linen clothes and prepared his (body) also. For he was unburied since
the day when Cain his brother slew him; for wicked Cain took great painsto conceal (him) but could not,
for the earth would not receive him for the body sprang up from the earth and a voice went out of the
earth saying: 'l will not

5 receive a companion body, till the earth which was taken and fashioned in me cometh to me." At that
time, the angelstook it and placed it on arock, till Adam his father was buried. And

6 both were buried, according to the commandment of God, in the spot where God found the dust, and
He caused the place to be dug for two. And God sent seven angels to paradise and they

7 brought many fragrant spices and placed them in the earth, and they took the two bodies and placed
them in the spot which they had digged and builded.

xli 1 And God called and said, 'Adam, Adam." And the body answered from the earth and said: 'Here am
I, Lord." And God saith to him: 'l told

2 thee (that) earth thou art and to earth shalt thou return. Again | promise to thee the Resurrection; | will
raise thee up in the Resurrection with every man who is of thy seed.’

xlii 1 After these words, God made a seal and sealed the tomb, that no one might do anything to him for
six daystill hisrib should return to him. Then the Lord and his angels went to their place.

2 And Eve also, when the six days were fulfilled,

3 fell asleep. But while she was living, she wept bitterly about Adam's falling on sleep, for she knew not
where he was laid. For when the Lord came to paradise to bury Adam she was asleep, and her sons too,
except Seth, till He bade Adam be prepared for burial; and no man knew on earth, except her son Seth.
And Eve prayed (in

4 the hour of her death) that she might be buried in the place where her husband Adam was. And after
she had finished her prayer, she saith: 'Lord,

5 Master, God of al rule, estrange not me thy handmaid from the body of Adam, for from his members
didst thou make me. But deem me

6 worthy, even me unworthy that | am and a sinner, to enter into his tabernacle, even as| was with him in
paradise, both without separation from each other; just asin our transgression, we were

7 (both) led astray and transgressed thy command, but were not separated. Even so, Lord, do not

8 separate us now.' But after she had prayed, she gazed heavenwards and groaned aloud and smote her
breast and said: 'God of All, receive my spirit," and straightway she delivered up her spirit to God.

xliii 1 And Michael came and taught Seth how to prepare Eve for burial. And there came three angels
and they buried her (body) where Adam's body was and Abel's. And thereafter Michael

2 spake to Seth and saith: 'Lay out in this wise every man that dieth till the day of the Resurrection.' And
after giving him thisrule; he

3 saith to him: 'Mourn not beyond six days, but on the seventh day, rest and rejoice on it, because on that
very day, God rejoiceth (yea) and we angels (too) with the righteous soul, who hath passed away from
the earth.' Even thus spake
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4 the angel, and ascended into heaven, glorifying (God) and saying: ‘Allelujah.’

[Holy, holy, holy isthe Lord, in the glory of

5 God the Father, for to Him it is meet to give glory, honour and worship, with the eternal life-giving
spirit now and always and for ever. Amen.]

[Holy, holy, holy isthe Lord of Hosts. To whom be glory and power for ever and for ever Amen.]

[ Then the archangel Jodl glorified God; saying, 'Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, heaven and earth are full of thy
glory.]
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INTRODUCTION AND PROBLEMS OF THE TEXT

The Life of Adam and Eve is an apocryphal story about the experience of the first human couple after their
expulsion from the Garden of Eden. Of the numerous apocryphal works that were written regarding Adam
and Eve in the ancient world, thistext certainly has pride of place. Not only wasits influence in antiquity

quite evident and widespread but the tale also enjoyed enormous popularity in the medieval world as well.

Date

The text has proven very difficult to date and one can be no more accurate than to say it must have been
composed between the 3rd and 7th centuries. It is quite possible of course that certain literary units of the
work are considerably older than this as there can be no question that the present form of the work is the
result of a complex redactional process that wove together different source materialsinto asingle story.

Provenance

Equally problematic is the question of the work's provenance. Most scholars have assumed a Jewish origin
for the work, on the grounds that evidence of explicit Christian features are so minimal in the tale and
seem to be of alate redactional level rather than integral to the story itself. Y et recent scholarship on the
creation and transmission of such apocryphal tales from antiquity suggests that the possibility of Christian
origins be given due consideration. In any event the fact that the tale was copied, edited and expanded by
Christian scribes and enjoyed immense popularity in Christian circles needs to be taken seriously. Thereis
evidence of Jewish familiarity with parts of the work but no evidence of any rolein the transmission of the
text asit now presently stands.

Languages

The text survivesin six languages: Greek, Latin, Armenian, Georgian, Slavonic, and Coptic (only small
fragments remain of thisversion). Most scholars agree that the text was written originally in Greek and
that all of the six versions stem from some form of Greek vorlage. But it should be emphasized here that
the Greek manuscripts that we now possess are not witnesses to this putative Greek original. The present
Greek material has undergone considerable redactional activity and should not be considered a better
witness to the original form of the text than any of the other forms. Y et it should also be underscored that
the text-critical work has hardly begun on this document and almost any conclusions about such matters
must be considered provisional and exploratory.

For purposes of convenience we shall refer to all the forms of thiswork under asimpletitle, "The Life of
Adam and Eve," or Vita for short. But it should be borne in mind that each version hasits own unique title.

INDIVIDUAL VERSIONS

GREEK
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. Native Title: The Apocalypse of Moses

. Original Publication: C. von Tischendorf, Apocalypses Apocryphae Mosis, Esdrae, Pauli, lohanni. .
. Leipzig, Mendel ssohn; reprinted, Hildersheim, Olms, 1966.

« Current Edition Used: The text prepared by Nagel used in A.-M. Denis, Concordance grecque des
pseudépigraphes d'Ancien Testament: concordance, corpus des textes, indices. Louvain-la-Neuve,
Université catholigue de Louvain, 1987.

. Trandation: prepared by Gary A. Anderson

. Extended Discussion in Stone, A History of the Literature of Adam and Eve pp. 6-13.

The Greek text of the Vita was first published by Tischendorf in 1866 on the basis of four manuscripts.
Because one of the manuscripts had a prologue which identified the work as a "revelation (apokalypsis) to
Moses' von Tischendorf titled the work accordingly. Sadly, the misnomer has been the long-standing title
of the work even to the present day. Since the original publication of van Tischendorf numerous additional
manuscripts have cometo light, bringing the total to 25. A full representation of all 25 manuscripts appears
in the variorum edition of Nagel, a doctoral dissertation presented to the University of Strasbourg in 1974.
Nagel compiled a new text of the Vita for a concordance of the Greek pseudepigrapha edited by Denis.

The nature of thistext is unclear but it appears to be a presentation of the superior reading from Nagel's
Family | with numerous additional readings which demosntrate close affinity to the Armenian and
Georgian versions.

LATIN

. NativeTitle: Vita Adae et Evae ("The Life of Adam and Eve")

. Origina Publication: W. Meyer, "Vita Adae et Evae." Abhandlungen der koniglichen Bayerischen
Akademie des Wissenschaften, Philosoph.-philologische Klasse. Munich: 14.3, 1878, pp. 185-250.

. Current Edition Used: The text presented hereis basically that of Meyer's edition with special
notation of the additions found in Family I11. The text was prepared by W. Lechner-Schmidt of
Germany.

. Trandation: prepared by Berlie Custis and Gary A. Anderson

. Extended Discussion in Stone, A History of the Literature of Adam and Eve pp. 14-30.

The Latin text wasfirst published by W. Meyer in 1878. He relied mainly on a set of manuscripts found in
Munich. Later, J. H. Mozley published another text based on a set of manuscripts found in England. Most
recently afull listing of all of the known Latin texts was published by M. E. B. Halford. Most still cite
Meyer's edition although numerous superior readings are to be found in Mozley.

At present 73 manuscripts of the Latin are known to exist. The Latin material has only been surveyed in a
summary fashion and much work remains to be done. The Latin manuscripts are especially significant for
medievalists because of the enormous significance the Vita had in spawning later vernacular versions of
the life of Adam and Eve. Among these one should include those versions for which we now have
excellent editionsin English: the Old Irish, Saltair Na Rann, the Old French, Penitence of Adam, and
Lutwin's Middle High German, Eva und Adam. The problems involved in sorting out the textual sources of
these works have been usefully surveyed in the publications of Murdoch, Quinn, and Halford.
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The Latin version of thetaleis certainly the most complex of all. At present no critical edition of the
material exists. Meyer's edition isregularly cited as authoritative in spite of the fact that numerous superior
readings exist in Mozley's survey of the texts found in England. The Latin material has not been re-
examined in light of the recent publication of the Armenian and Georgian editions. The Latin material is
also difficult because it was subject to such extensive re-writing in the course of its transmission. Halford,
indeed, has wondered whether the establishment of a single critical text is possible, so varied isthe text in
its multiple forms. It seems to have been rewritten each time it was copied. We may only be able to
establish priority within particular narrative units. In addition, because the Latin version served as a base
text for dozens of other medieval vernacular editions, it may be that a standard critical edition of this text
Is not to be preferred, for the establishment of a primitive text would be of little use for tracing the life of
these traditionsin later medieval literature.

ARMENIAN

. Native Title: "Penitence of Adam"

« Original Publication: Michael E. Stone, The Penitence of Adam. Corpus Scriptorum Christianorum
Orientalium 429-30; Scriptores Armeniaci 13-14. ed. R. Draguet. Leuven, Peeters, 1981.

« Current Edition Used: same

. Trandation: Michael E. Stone, Penitence of Adam, with some minor corrections.

. Extended Discussion in Stone, A History of the Literature of Adam and Eve pp. 36-37.

The Armenian version was published by M. Stone in 1981. The critical edition of the text was based on
three 17th century manuscripts.

GEORGIAN

. Native Title: "Book of Adam"

« Original Publication: Georgian original: C. K'urc'ikidze, "Adamis apokrip'uli ..." P'ilologiuri
Dzebani. 1964 1: 97-136. French Trandation: J.-P. Mahé, "Le Livre d Adam géorgienne de la Vita
Adae in Studies in Gnosticism and Hellenistic Religions, ed. R. van den Broek and M. J.
Vermaseren. Leiden, Brill, 1981, pp. 227-260.

. Current Edition Used: English trandation of J.-P. Mahé. This trandation appears for the first time
in thiswork

. Trandation: prepared by Gary A. Anderson

. Extended Discussion in Stone, A History of the Literature of Adam and Eve pp. 37-39.

The Georgian text was published by K'urc'ikidze in 1964. It was recently translated into French by J.P.
Mahéin 1981. The text exists in two recensions, the former surviving in 4 manuscripts while the later in 1.

SLAVONIC

. Native Title: "Life of Adam and Eve"
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. Original Publication: V. Jagic, "Savische Beitrage zu den biblischen Apocryphen, I, Die
altkirchendlavischen Texte des Adamsbuche.” Denkschr. kaiserl. Akademie der Wissenschaften,
philos.-hist. Klasse. Vienna, 42:1-104, 1893. Current Edition Used: V. Jagic.

. Trandation: English trandation of the German in the editio princeps was prepared by Gary
Anderson. This trandation from the German into the English has been checked for egregious
deviations from the Slavonic original by Jacob Jacobsen, University of Pittsburgh.

. Extended Discussion in Stone, A History of the Literature of Adam and Eve pp. 30-36.

The Slavonic text is among the most interesting but aso the least studied. It follows the Greek in placing
the penitence and second temptation narratives at the end of Eve'slong discourse on the nature of the fall
(Chapter 29 in the Greek, but note that only two Greek manuscripts contain this epitome of the penitence
cycle.). The Slavonic text is attested in two recensions, one long and the other short. Jagic published the
longer version.

Severa traditionsin the Vita had along and very developed history in Slavonic literature. These would
include the narratives about the origins of the Wood of the Cross (Holy Rood) and the story of the
Cheirograph. The relationship of these traditions to the origin and development of the book still await a
thorough investigation.

COPTIC

« Original Publication: W. E. Crum, Catalogue of Coptic Manuscripts in the Collection of the John
Rylands Library. Manchester, Manchester University Press, 19009.
. Extended Discussion in Stone, A History of the Literature of Adam and Eve pp. 39-41.

A small fragment of this version was published by W. E. Crum in 1909. It is very likely that the fragment
came from a complete Coptic version of the Vita which no longer survives.

PART TWO

ELECTRONIC EDITION

A. Regarding Its Potential
At least three different interpretive issues need to be kept in mind when preparing an edition of this work:

. Therelationship of the various manuscripts within a particular language family;

. Therelationship of the various versions over against one another;

« The manner in which this tale came into the Middle Ages and influenced the various vernacular
forms.
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For thefirst it isimperative to have al of the textual data at hand in order to compare each and every
textual witness. For the second it is crucial to have established a critical text that will allow one to set the
earliest form of each language-version over against the others with aview toward reconstructing the most
primitive form of the work. For the third it isimportant to have all of the Latin material available in order
to determine which Latin exemplar was used as the base text for the creation of a new vernacular version.
We might also add that the other textual data may be useful for positing possible Latin originals that no
longer exist. In the case of the Saltair Na Rann one must consider the very real possibility of a Greek form
of the text, unlike any we now possess, underlying the text in question.

Both the enormous volume of material and the numerous ways in which this material needs to be deployed
for various research purposes argues strongly for an electronic publication of the material. For any printed
publication of material will not only have to restrict the amount of data that will be presented but it will
also have to structure the presentation of that data to enhance one particular research strategy or the other.
The electronic publication that is envisioned here will be flexible enough to alow scholars to employ the
textual data accordingly to whatever research purposes they may have.

The electronic publication will allow for the following:

. Accessto each and every form of the text in both its manuscript form and a transcription into a
machine-readable form. In addition a reconstruction of the most primitive form of the text and a
trandation of that form into English will also be offered. At present we have not prepared any
facsimiles of the actual manuscripts but shortly afull presentation of the Armenian material will be
available. Because the manuscript evidence for the other material is so vast a complete presentation
of al datawill only be possible with the assistance of collaborators. Thiswork will take years to
complete, but again an electronic form of publication will facilitate such collaboration and allow for
regular updating of the addition as more information becomes available.

. Inaddition to the question of access to awide range of material we also encounter the problem of
the presentation of the material. In order to study the text both in a single language tradition or
across the varies language families it isimperative to be able to present the material in a synoptic
fashion that will allow for easy comparison of the variants. Indeed as the study of the New
Testament Gospels has shown, a display of variant but related textual traditions in a synoptic
fashion allows for far greater comprehension of each the Gospel texts on its own.

But there are other problemsinvolved in the production of an edition of the Vita. Two prominent ones
immediately come to mind:

. First which texts do we wish to compare? In the printed synoptic text published by Stone and
Anderson in 1994 we printed the best critical texts that were available for the 5 language families.
Yet it isclear from the very outset that we have assembled a synopsis that privileges an interest in
reconstructing the most primitive form of the text. The interests of a scholar of Medieval literature
would require a completely different layout. For example a person working on Lutwin's Eva und
Adam would be most interested in comparing this vernacular version against the possible Latin
exemplars in Germany that the author might have used. The scholar working on the Middle English
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Cursor Mundi or Canticum de Creatione would be interested in the Latin exemplars available in
England. For someone working on the Old Irish Saltair Na Rann a close inspection of the Greek,
Armenian and Georgian versions would be necessary.

. Secondly how do we wish to view the texts: in English translation or in the origina? Conventional
scholarly editions always privilege the language of original composition for obvious reasons. But in
the study of this text this would not be the best tact to take as no single scholar could possible work
in the original across the complete range of versions. In a print version one can establish only one
manner of usage. The Synopsis produced by Stone and Anderson published the Greek and Latin in
the original but employed the language used by the editor of the editio princeps for the other
versions (the logic being that very few scholars would be capable of using the Armenian, Georgian
and Slavonic in the original). In an electronic publication the user could choose for each version
whether the original and/or English translation was to be displayed.

B. EXISTING TECHNOLOGY

At present there exists an ability to present scanned photographs of the manuscript evidence, a
transcription of any original which was composed in a Latin alphabet and an English translation of each
text.

One level of our Archive will present the user with thisfull range of material: a scanned original of the
manuscript pages, transcription of the original text, and an English tranglation. In most cases the English
translation would only be found for the "critical text," the understanding being that scholars working on
the problem of textual versions would not need a translation. Obviously, though, given the wide range of
language groups represented, no one scholar could work in the original for every text represented.

C. NON-LATIN CHARACTER SETS

An obvious desideratum for an electronic publication of the Vita is the ability to represent the various non-
L atin texts in machine readable form (Greek, Armenian, Georgian, and Slavonic). At present there are
numerous ways to do this on any particular PC or Macintosh (and to alesser degree the sameistrue for
Unix machines). But none of these machines achieves this representation in a standardized fashion. Indeed
the manner of encoding and presenting any single font can vary widely depending not only on the type of
computer oneis using but also the type of font-software that is being employed. Thisis because most
computers represent character setsin a 7- or 8-bit (byte) fashion. Or to put the matter in more general
terms, oneislimited to at most 256 different characters at any one time. The Latin alphabet is almost
always afixed variable in this situation but the placement of the foreign characters across these remaining
"open"” bitsis often unique to any given piece of software. Thus L atin-based texts can be ported from one
computer to another without any problems, but one can rarely, if ever, say the same for non-Latin based
texts.

The development of Unicode, a 16-bit convention for rendering character sets allows a computer to
process over 65,000 characters at any one time. Every known character-set can be handled by this
convention and perhaps just as important, in a uniform and standardized manner.
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The encoding of non-L atin character sets according to uniform standards will allow the textual datawe
prepare to be utilized by scholars everywhere just as present-day ASCII conventions alow for such
portability for Latin characters. Of course one drawback at present is that few software tools exist for
Unicode implementation, but thisis quickly changing. Most likely, far sooner than anyone would have
imagined, it will become widely available for micro-computer applications.

All of the texts prepared for this edition of Vita have been converted into Unicode conventions. When
personal computers are able to utilize thisinformation all the texts we have assembled will be universally
usable.

BABBLE: A SYNOPTIC TEXT VIEWER

An additional consideration isthe ability to display the textsin a synoptic fashion, in paralel columns. On
a conventional word-processor, multi-lingual texts can be presented in such a manner. Indeed this was the
way in which Stone and Anderson assembled their first form of the published Synopsis. This camera-ready
‘electronic' text prepared for Scholars Press has the textual witnesses for the Vita laid out in multiple
columns. It should be noted, however, that this assemblage was limited by the particular editorial
predilections of the editors and cannot be altered as far asits print version stands and can only be atered in
avery laborious manner in its present electronic version. Each column must be erased and reconstructed
verse by verse.

During my year in residence, the Institute for Advanced Technology in the Humanities (IATH) at the
University of Virginia has undertaken development of a Unicode-based synoptic text viewer called
Babble, the immediate purpose of which isto allow us to construct a synoptic presentation of the Vita.
Because Babble is Unicode-based, it can simultaneoudly display (across the network, using X-Windows) a
mixed collection of textsin different character sets--at present, Hebrew, Latin, Greek, Cyrillic, and
Japanese. The tool can also read 'tagged’ line-numbers for each text it encounters and align those various
texts in horizontal rows according to the line-numbers. Thiswill allow one to place any text one wishesin
agiven column, and as long as that text has been properly marked up, Babble will be able to present the
text so that each verse-unit corresponds to the other versions present in the synopsis. Babble will also
allow the textsto be selectively linked for scrolling, and it will allow texts to be selectively line-wrapped
to fit within the display area, or unwrapped, in which case horizontal scroll-bars can be used. In line-
wrapping and other functions, Babble al so respects the directionality of the text in question, wrapping
Hebrew from right to left, for example.

We have used SGML conventions to establish the marked verse-tags and have marked each text in two
ways. one which conformsto the native versification of the particular language version (in accordance
with its principal publication and the manner in which it has normally been referred to by scholars) and
another will gives a unique verse-tag to each verse unit across the 5 language groups. This latter means of
tagging allows each version to be linked electronically to the other. This second means of tagging the
versesis, of course, unique to the present synoptic presentation and so is completely artificial. This means
of tagging the material iswill not be visible to the user of the tool but will be used solely for the purpose of
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lining the texts up in an appropriate synoptic arrangement. [Click here for an example of how this works]

Idedlly, for the purposes of this project, one would start Babble with a default set of texts: in thisway, one
would be presented with asingle 'critical’ text for each of the versions of the Vita. Moreover, one could
elect to compare Mozley's Latin text instead of Meyer, or one could set several Latin versions over against

Lutwin's Adam und Eva.

Since Babble will be SGML-aware [SGML=Standard Generalized Markup Language], it will be take
advantage of any mark-up that an editor may wish to implement. Indeed it is the SGM L -encoded chapter
and verse tags that this software will use to display the texts in synoptic fashion. As one scrolls up or down
the text, the various versions will in move in tandem. The tool will also alow oneto 'unlock’ the columns,
If desired, and to scroll the files independently. For further information on thistool see the software
demonstration page on the IATH Web site. One must have an X-terminal or be able to emulate X-

Windows in order to run the Web-based demonstration. This is what Babble looks like:
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Part Ill: A TOUR OF THE ADAM AND EVE ARCHIVE

Introduction

The Archive has been put together with two purposes in mind. The first is more important: to enhance the
study of the Vita itself. But the other purpose is aso of some significance: to assemble a wide range of
material related to the interpretation of the Life of Adam and Eve in Late Antiquity. This latter aim, of
course, is enormous and is probably impossible to complete in the course of any one individual's lifetime.
Since so much material about Adam and Eve was being collected in view of the interpretation of the Vita,
It seemed reasonabl e also to assembl e those same sources in terms of how they illuminated the early
interpretation of the story of Adam and Eve in its broadest possible array. Certainly one of the chief virtues
of the electronic medium is the ability to assemble an archive such as this that can serve multiple purposes.
All of the texts that are collected as background to various interpretive problemsin the Vita can just as
well be assembled into a source book or better, electronic Archive for the story of Adam and Evein its
most general outline.

The Archive

When one turns to the the opening page of the Archive, oneis presented with a set of different categories
of interpretation that bear on the life of Adam and Eve. These include:

. TheVitaitsdlf

. TheBiblical Text of Genesis 1-3

. Commentaries written on those verses by both Jewish and Christian writers

. Apocryphal stories about Adam and Eve from the earliest post-Biblical period up to and including
Medieval rewritings of the tale that are explicitly built on our Vita text

. lconographic representations of the story

Unfortunately much of this material had to be presented in English trandlation alone. This is because the
Web cannot, as of yet, present anything more than the standard L atin alphabet. The reliance on English
means that the scholarly usage of the material is going to be hampered by not alowing for direct accessto
the original. Just as problematic is the fact that most of the material in English tranglation is of recent
vintage and thus is copyrighted. We have assembled all of these textsin the original, but their display will
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have to be a future event. Asto those texts in English, we have posted as many representative samples as
can be done. Let us describe each section of the Archive.

1. The Vitatext itself. In this section we present the Vita text in its entirety. The material will be
approachable from two directions representing two different user-purposes:

o MANUSCRIPTS One goal will be to present every text in its original manuscript page form.
Ideally each manuscript will also be transcribed into machine readable form and translated
into English. Most likely, though, the English translations will be limited to asingle ‘critical’
text (or, in certain cases two or three representative exemplars). In addition, this section of
the Archive will contain a description of the textual families, their history and other
background information necessary for understanding the type of material that has been
assembled.

o SYNOPSIS The other goal will beto present the Vita in a synoptic fashion. At present thisis

only possible by setting the material up in a"table" on the Web (This"table" is currently
under construction. The texts can only be shown in English or Latin. We have also
developed a synoptic text viewer which will alow the representation of all the datain each
lanuage. This viewer has been described above.

2. TheBiblical Text. This portion of the Archive will present the Biblical textsin one of two ways:

Either asasingle text in seria order, or in a synoptic table that will enhance the ability to discern
variants across the many versions. Again, although we are limited to the Latin alphabet, all the data
has been stored in the originals and with the synoptic text viewer the material will be viewable in
the original. When the Web can handle Unicode, all of this material will become publicly available.

3. Commentaries. The number of commentaries on Genesis 1-3 that were produced in Late Antiquity
Is staggering. At present only a small sampling is represented. In the end we hope to have a dozen
or so Patristic commentaries, several Rabbinic texts pertinent to Genl-3 and a selection of
Medieval line-by-line commentaries.

Because these commentaries are so long, it is useful to set up their electronic presentation in a
manner that will facilitate easy searching. Each commentary will begin with a short table of
contents with hot-buttons linked to asingle or several biblical verses. Thus the user will be ablt to
go directly to the text under consideration.

4. Apocryphal Stories. At present we have incorporated the Book of Jubilees and the Cave of

Treasures. We hope to include a rather large sampling of Armenian apocrypha aswell as several
Medieval retellings of the story of Fall that built on the Vita as their base text. Among these will be
L utwin's Eva und Adam and the anonymous Old Irish, Saltair Na Rann. The Saltair is especially
Interesting for text-critical purposes, for it appears to have preserved a Greek form of the Vita text
that underlies the form of the work witnessed in the Armenian and Georgian versions.

5. Images. Here we have the largest problem with copyright. A variety of images have been
assembled in regard to the Cheirograph legend and the Fall of Satan narrative. In addition we have
scanned in the iconographic material on Gen 1-3 from: a. The San Marco mosaics, b. The Hortus
Deliciarum. None of this material is currently available for viewing.

B. The Fall of Satan
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The Archive has aso been presented in away to illustrate sample problemsin the Vita narrative. Over the
course of the last year Stone has worked on the legend of the Cheirograph in the Vita and in all of the
associated apocryphal material, Anderson has worked on the Fall of Satan. Below we will present some of
the sources for the study of Satan'sfall asit iswitnessed in the Vita narrative and in the exegesis of Ezekiel
28.

The source page for the Fall of Satan has been linked to the Pericope page. It will also be accessible from

the very first page of the Archive itself. When one enters the source page for this narrative unit one will
find a representative sampling of various materials from late antiquity that are relevant for the
interpretation of this narrative unit in the Vita. In addition to the source material itself, there will also be an
interpretive essay that will guide the reader through the material. Asin any humanistic endeavor this essay
cannot be considered the last word on the subject, rather it represents the views and perspectives of the
compilers of this Archive. The advantage of presenting the material in this fashion is that the user of the
archive will be able to see at avery quick glance what sources have been assembled by the author and will
be able to consult these sources either to confirm what the author has written or to form a new opinion on
the matter.

The sources presented in the Fall of Satan page represent, for the most part, the categories that stood at the
very front of the Archive. We have divided them as follows:

The Vita narratives that bear on the tale itsalf;

Possible Biblical sources for the creation of the tale;

Apocryphal retellings that directly bear on the history of the ideg;

Patristic and Rabbinic writings relevant to the fall of Satan. This category isvery close to the

"commentary" section that was listed at the front of the Archive. Some of the material isin the form

of aline by line commentary, but other materials here represent early Christian exegetical activity

as attested in other theological sources;

5. Koran. Thisisaspecia category that is quite important for the story of Satan's fall for the Koranic
story built directly on the Vita;

6. Images.

~wbdhE

|. The Vita

A specia interest of the project isto describe how these various sources interact in antiquity and why it is
important to keep them in mind as one proceeds through the materials themselves. Let us begin with the
evidence of the Vita

The Vitamateria can be viewed in avariety of ways. One can look at the material in each text on its own
terms, or one can find all the versions assembled in English tranglation on asingle HTML -page

[HTML=Hyper-Textua Markup Language] for rapid comparison of the different text-forms, or, finaly,
one can view the materials in synoptic fashion through the means of the Synoptic Text Viewer. The latter
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version will allow for the display of the text in its original language [though the reader should be aware
that because this tool works on a UNIX machine we can only provide the display for those languagesin
which aUNIX font exists. For the present this limits us to Greek, Slavonic and Latin; Armenian and
Georgian still wait implemntation.] We have found the relevant material for the fall of Satan in two places.
First in pericope 5, where Satan provides for Adam the reasons for hisfall. Second in pericope 18 where
the reasons for Satan's primordial fall become the same reasons for the "fall" of the serpent prior to the
temptation of Eve.

ll. Biblical Sources: Ezekiel 28

The lament that Ezekiel intones against the prince of Tyre was one of the classic "fall of Satan™ textsin
early Christianity. The key features of the text that attracted commetatores were the description of the
stones that this prince had girded himself with in verse 13 and the description of the Cherubsin verses 14
and 16. Both of these texts varied wildly across the different versions and careful study of the influence of
these texts necessitates that one compare the various versions that existed in late antiquity.

The synoptic presentation that we offer contains the text in four different text forms. Hebrew, Greek, Latin
Vulgate and Syriac Peshitta. Since the Latin VVulgate was a direct translation from the Hebrew original it
does not offer any substantial textual variation but it does provide evidence of several important
interpretive moves in the way it renders several of the Hebrew phrases. The Greek and Peshitta versions
show some striking contrasts to the Hebrew text form.

Thefirst problem that should be attended to isthe list of the gemsin verse 13. As commentators have long
noted this list of gemsisvery closein form to the list of twelve gems found in Exodus 28. The Greek
version shows a near one-to-one correspondence with that list whereas the Hebrew and Latin Vulgate
show agreement for nine of the twelve. The Peshittais afar more complicated problem, showing
agreement for just seven. The correspondence between the stones in these two chapters suggested to many
commentators, both ancient and modern, that the picture of the denizen of the Garden portrayed in Ezekiel
28 builds on the model of the High Priest in Exodus 28. The putative 'Prince of Tyre' in Ezekiel not only
dwellsin the sacred space of Eden but is adorned with a distinctive vestment that must have served to
accentuate hislofty stature.

The second problem in the Biblical text is the identification of the Cherub figuresin verses 14 and 16.
Here are problems are two-fold. On the one hand we are dealing with true variant texts. The Hebrew (as
well as the Peshitta and Vulgate) of verse 14 describes a Cherub who is both anointed (or "extended [of
wing]") and overshadowing, whereas in verse 16 we have a Cherub who is simply overshadowing. The
Greek on the other hand describes this figure ssmply as a Cherub, no other distinguishing marks to be
found.

In addition to this question of textual variants, we also have the problem of how to read the Hebrew
original. Hebrew, being alanguage that is written without vowels, often provides a reader with variant
possibilities for vocalization. And since the vowels provided also indicate the form of the verb (or noun) in
guestion, variant vocalizations often yield variant meanings. Thusin verse 14 one can read the same
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Hebrew text aseither: A. "You arethe Cherub . . . and | placed you" or B. "With the Cherub . . .l placed
you". To complicate things even further one should note that the adjectives used to describe the Cherub are
also subject to different renderings. Some commentators take the Hebrew vocable mem-mem-shin-het asa
hapax legomenon that refers to an anointed status. Hence: "the anointed Cherub”. An example of this sort
of understanding can be found in Theodoret of Cyrrhus. Other commentators take the vocable as though it
were from a better attested but far latter verbal root, "to be stretched out, extended (as a measuring line)".
Thiswould indicate that some feature of the Cherub was of considerable extention. Since Cherubs are
often depicted with wings one could render the clause, " Cherub with extensive wingspan." So the phrase
comesinto St. Jerome's Vulgate version: "tu cherub extentus." We could make the picture even more
muddy by mentioning the fact that manuscripts of the Greek Bible tended to be corrected, over time, to the
text-form found in the Hebrew Bible. Thus, if we consulted the Greek text used by Theodoret we would
find aform of the Greek Bible that is close to our present Hebrew form than the Greek original.

In any event, the importance of presenting this panoply of textual evidence isto show how many different

"Bibles' existed in late antiquity. When one comes to investigate any particular commentary or apocryphal
writing on Ezekiel 28 one must first ask which Biblical version was used by the writer before making any

assessment of the exegesis supplied therein.

1. Commentaries

We have provided a number of ancient commentaries related to the fall of Satan. Some of the material
provides information relevant to the apocrphal tale itself, such as the material found in the Hymns of
Romanos. Other materials listed here are more directly relevant to the exegesis of Ezekiel 28. For example
in Origen'swork De Principiis, he discusses in detail just why this Biblical text became such an important
source for the fall of Satan. The casual reader of the Bible would certainly be puzzled by this fact because
the chapter ostensibly is about the historical king of Tyre. For Origen, however, the chapter cannot
possibly be about this historical figure--for which king of Tyre ever resided in Eden, was appareled with
priestly vestments and walked on fiery stones? Origen notes that according to certain Biblical texts every
foreign nation was ruled over by a guardian angel. The story of the prince of Tyre, then, is not about an
ordinary prince or king but rather about the angelic prince who stood watch over this ancient city. Origen
eguated this angelic prince with the figure of Satan since his primordial existence is described as so
preeminent prior to hisfall. Much the same type of interpretation can be found in Theodoret's commentary
on Ezekiel 28. This sort of analysis of the chapter was atogether acommonplace in early Christian
material and could be found in many other writers as well.

V. Apocryphal Stories

The story of Satan'sfall occursin numerous other apocryphal material. The question of how these stories
are related to the story found in the Vita is still sub judice. Most assume that the story found in the Vitais
Grundform of the tradition and though thisislikely, it will still require careful analysis beforeit is
confirmed.
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One detail that looms large in severa of the Coptic versions of thistaleis the question of the Cherubs. In
severa Coptic texts (For example see: Coptic Text Attributed to Peter of Alexandria) we can find explicit
reference to the fact that Satan was driven from his pre-fallen glorious state by a Cherub. There can be no
doubt that the Cherub in question is the same figure we find in Ezekiel 28:16.

This curious linkage between our apocryphal tradition of Satan's pre-fallen glory and Ezekiel 28 should
occasion no surprise. We find it everywhere in the Patristic commentaries. Y et one does not find in these
Coptic sources any references to the Cherub that is spoken of in Ezekiel 28:14. As one will recall, this
verseis quite problematic textually, but could be rendered as follows: "you were the Cherub of extended
[wingspan] who overshadows." This motif indeed seems to be present in the Georgian version of our tale.
For in the Georgian version we see Satan describe his pre-fallen glory in this manner: "My wings were
more numerous that those of the Cherubim, and | concealed myself underthem. Because of you, now my
feet walk on the earth. . ." Inlight of the tradition we have traced it is very hard indeed not to associate this
description of Satan's pre-fallen glory from the text of Ezekiel 28:14-16.

V. Images

The last portion of the Fall of Satan page has to do with images that relate to this motif. In this section we
have included a wonderful early medieval rendering (12th century) of Satan in his pre-fallen glory found
in the Hortus Deliciarum. In thiswork two textual annotations are found on the image that link the figure
of Satan to our Ezekiel text. First, an inscription is held across his figure which contains the Latin Vulgate
text of 28:14: "Y ou are the Cherub with extensive [wingspan].” Second is an inscription beside him which
describes the precious stones which make up his vestment. In the image itself we can see that our artist has
used these biblical details to fashion hisimage of Satan. Our figure is pictured like the Cherubim who
stand at either side of God the Father (upper register). But he is distinct in two ways. 1. Heiswearing a
special vestment that appears to have twelve stones fixed on the vertical portion of the stole and 2. heis
blessed with an especially extensive wingspan, indeed a wingspan of such length that it truly
"overshadows' the other Cherubim. In the language of the Psalter we could say that this figure of Satan,
prior to hisfall, istruly afigure under whose wings the other members of the divine host can take refuge.

Thisimage was, of course, fashioned completely independently of the story found in the Vita. But it attests
to the attraction of those motifsin Ezekial 28 to avariety of different authorsin late antiquity.

"The Life of Adam and Eve'

http://jefferson.village.virginia.edu/anderson/iath.report.html (15 of 16) [20/07/2004 11:18:17 p.m.]


http://jefferson.village.virginia.edu/anderson/vita/pericopes/Apocrypha/Crum.html
http://jefferson.village.virginia.edu/anderson/images/hd.3r.panel2.gif
http://jefferson.village.virginia.edu/anderson/
http://jefferson.village.virginia.edu/anderson/

Research Report

IATH WWW Server

Copyright © 1995 Gary Anderson, all rights reserved

Document URL.: http://jefferson.village.virginia.edu/ander son/iath.report.html
Last Modified: Tuesday, 18-Jul-1995 14:50:09 EDT

http://jefferson.village.virginia.edu/anderson/iath.report.html (16 of 16) [20/07/2004 11:18:17 p.m.]


http://jefferson.village.virginia.edu/home.html
http://jefferson.village.virginia.edu/home.html

Apocalypse of Abraham

Apocalypse of Abraham

Summary:

This apocalypse, written in the name of Abraham, tells how
the patriarch's experience with pagan idols led him to seek
the true God. God, the Creator, answers Abraham in the form
of fire. God tells him to go to Mount Horeb and offer
sacrifices to God. Abraham obeys and receives avision,
Including arevelation of the Covenant, the destruction of the
Temple, and the struggles the Jews will endure. Ten plagues
will test humanity, but God will prevail over evil and the
promised Messiah will appear and |lead God's chosen people
to everlasting peace and regoicing.

Sour ces:.

§ Midrash based on Genesis 15
§ Allusionsto Genesis and Ezekid
§ Sametraditionsas 1 Enoch 1—36

Canonical Status: Old Testament Pseudepigrapha

Author:

§ Written under the pseudonym of Abraham

§ Anunknown Jew

§ The book may combine two works (chs. 1—8: haggadah;
9—32 apocalypse) by different Jewish authors
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Apocalypse of Abraham

Date:

o Shortly after the fall of the Templein AD 70

* Probably around AD 80 (refers to the recent eruption of
Mt. Vesuvius[79])

Original Language:

« Either Hebrew or Aramaic (although no text in the
original language survives)

o Preserved only in manuscripts in Old Church Slavonic
(14t century and later)

Notes prepared by David Arnold
(Senior Religion Mgjor)
for the
Wesley Center for Applied Theology
at Northwest Nazarene University

© Copyright 2000 by the Wedley Center for Applied Theology

Text may be freely used for personal or scholarly purposes or
mirrored on other web sites, provided the notice below the horizontal
lineisleft intact. Any use of this material for commercial purposes of
any kind is strictly forbidden without the express permission of the
Wesley Center at Northwest Nazarene University, Nampa, |D 83686.
Contact webadmin@wesley.nnu.edu for permission or to report
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Apocalypse of Moses

Apocalypse of Moses

Summary:

The Apocalypse of Moses is an expanded version of Genesis
3 and 4. The story begins with Adam, who is near death,
asking Eveto call in their children and tell them about their
transgression. Before the Fall, the two inhabited Paradise,
which wasin the third level of Heaven. Eve explains how the
serpent came to her while their protective angelswerein a
higher level of Heaven worshiping God. The serpent Satan
convinces her to eat from the forbidden fig tree; and she
persuades Adam to sin aswell. As aresult, they lose their
original righteousness and innocence, which God had given
them at Creation. As punishment, God exiles them from
Paradise to the Earth below. The future that awaits Adam, if
hislifeis good, isresurrection to the third heaven, where he
can once again continually eat from the Tree of Life and so
live forever.

Sour ces:

§ Possibly utilized the Latin Vita Adae et Evae. There are
many similarities between the two athough it is uncertain
which of the two was written first or if they smply share a
similar tradition.

§ Sharesparallelswith 4 Ezraand 2 Baruch

§ Thebiblical story of Adam and Eve (Genesis3 & 4)
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Apocalypse of Moses

Canonical Status. Old Testament Pseudepigrapha

Author: an anonymous Jew
Date: Around the 4t century AD
Original Language:

§ Uncertain, possibly Greek or Syriac
§ Theearliest text is Greek and dates from the 11th century

Notes prepared by David Arnold
(Senior Religion Mgjor)
for the

Wesley Center for Applied Theology

at Northwest Nazarene University

© Copyright 2000 by the Wesley Center for Applied Theology

Text may be freely used for personal or scholarly purposes or
mirrored on other web sites, provided the notice below the horizontal
lineisleft intact. Any use of this material for commercial purposes of
any kind is strictly forbidden without the express permission of the
Wesley Center at Northwest Nazarene University, Nampa, |D 83686.
Contact webadmin@wesley.nnu.edu for permission or to report
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The Aseneth Home Page

The Aseneth
Home Page

by Dr Mark Goodacre
University of Birmingham

Welcome to The Aseneth Home Page, the web site
devoted to Joseph and Aseneth, atale told about
the Biblical Patriarch Joseph and his Egyptian wife
Aseneth, usually classed as part of the Old
Testament Pseudepigrapha. This page was created
to coincide with course THM 393 (Set Texts) taught
the Spring Semester 1999 in the Department of
Theology, University of Birmingham. Y ou will
find here an introduction, a translation,
bibliography and links.

Contents

. Joseph and Aseneth (David Cook's trand ation)

. Introduction to Joseph and Aseneth

. Hyperlinked Bibliography

» Add to the Bibliography

. Externa Links

. Student Essays:
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The Aseneth Home Page

o ldeal Man versus ldeal Woman in Joseph & Aseneth, Moira Forbes
o Apocayptic Imagery in Joseph and Aseneth, Rebekah Rowland

Latest Update: 17 July 2000

. Review of Ross Kraemer: two new reviews of Ross Kraemer, When Aseneth Met
Joseph (by Gideon Bohak and Randall Chesnutt) added to Links and Bibliography
sections.

. Bibliography: severa corrections made, including clarifying authorship of articles by
Christoph Burchard and Carsten Burfeind, with thanks to the latter for his help; all
URL s checked and updated; some removed. New addition: Edith Humphrey's new
book. More updates to come soon.

. External Links: all checked and updated.

If you would like to hear about future updates, type your Email address below:

Y our Email address:

Press Here to Register

Mark Goodacre's Homepage

Search Guestbook

The picture above is adetail from Rembrandt's Jacob's Blessing

(1656, ail on canvas, Staatliche Kunstsammlungen, Geméaldegalerie), the original scan
courtesy of Carol Gerten's Fine Art: A Virtual Art Museum, with thanks.

The Aseneth Home Page was first published on 12 February 1999.
To cite this page: Mark Goodacre, The Aseneth Home Page (1999-2000)
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Joseph & Aseneth: Translated by David Cook

Joseph & Aseneth:

Trandlated by David Cook

Hyptertext version by Dr Mark Goodacre,
University of Birmingham

Thistransglation of Joseph and Aseneth is taken from H. F. D. Sparks (ed.),
The Apocryphal Old Testament (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1984), pp.

473-503, and is reproduced here by permission of Oxford University Press. It
must not be reproduced el sewhere without their permission. This material may
be down-loaded and printed out in single copies for individual use only.
Making multiple copies of any OUP Material without permission is
prohibited.

XIV [ XV [ XVI | XVIT XV |XEX XX | XXT | XX |
XX [ XXIV [ XXV [ XXV | XXV | XXV | XXIX |

|. It cameto pass in thefirst year of the seven years of plenty, in the second
month, that Pharaoh sent out Joseph to go round the whole land of Egypt. 2.
And Joseph came, [1] in the fourth month of the first year, on the eighteenth
day of the month, [2] into the district of Heliopolis. 3. And he was collecting

all the corn of that land, as the sand of the sea. 4. Now there was in that city a
man, a satrap of Pharaoh; and this man was the chief of all Pharaoh's satraps
and lords. [3] 5. And he [4] was very rich, and wise, and generous, and he was
Pharaoh's counsellor, and his name was Pentephres; and he was the priest of
Heliopoalis. [5] 6. And Pentephres had a virgin daughter of about eighteen years
of age, tall and beautiful and graceful, more beautiful than any other virgin in
the land. [6] 7. And she was quite unlike the daughters of the [7] Egyptians, but
in every respect like the daughters[8] of the Hebrews. 8. And shewas astall as
Sarah, and as beautiful as Rebecca, and as fair as Rachel; and thisvirgin's
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Joseph & Aseneth: Translated by David Cook

name was Aseneth. 9. And the fame of her beauty spread through all that land,
even to its remotest corners; [9] and all the sons of the lords and of the satraps

and of the kings sought her hand in marriage, young men all of them. 10. And
there was great rivalry between them because of her, and they began to fight
among themselves [10] because of Aseneth. 11. And Pharaoh's eldest son

heard about her, and he begged his father to give her to him as hiswife. 12.
And he said to him, "Give me Aseneth the daughter of Pentephres the priest
[11] of Heliopolis as my wife." And his father Pharaoh said to him, "Why
should you want awife of lower station than yourself? 12. Are you not king
[12] of al the earth?[13] 14. No! See now, [14] the daughter of King Joakim
[15] is betrothed to you, and she is a queen and very beautiful indeed: take her
asyour wife."

1l.togoround. .. came: B om.

2. inthefourth . .. month: Slav. om.

3.andthisman . .. lords: B om.

4. Lit. 'thisman'.

5. B "and Pentephres was the first man of Heliopolis; D om.
6. Or 'upon the earth'.

7. d. of the: D om.

8. but . . . daughters= HA: BD Slav. 'and".

9.evento. .. corners. Slav. om.

10. among themselves. B om.

11. B 'the first man'’

12. So D: BE 'king as you are'; G 'For you are king'.

13. Or 'land'.

14. See now: D om.

15. So BD Slav.: FH 'of the king of Moab'; A 'of king Joachim of Moab'.

Return to Chapter 1 | Return to top
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Joseph & Aseneth: Translated by David Cook

| . Now Aseneth despised all men and regarded them with contempt; yet no
man had ever seen her, for Pentephres had atower in his house, and it was
large and very high. 2. And the top storey had ten roomsin it. 3. Thefirst
room was large and pleasant; and it was paved with purple stones, and its
walls were faced with precious stones of different kinds. 4. And the ceiling of
that room was of gold; and within it [1] were ranged the innumerable gods of
the Egyptians, in gold and silver. 5. And Aseneth worshipped all these; and
she feared them and offered sacrifices to them. [2] 6. The second room
contained all the finery for Aseneth's adornment and treasure chests. [3] 7.
And there was much gold in it, and silver, and garments woven with gold, and
precious stones of great price, and fine linens. 8. And all her girlish ornaments
were there. [4] 9. The third room contained all the good things of the earth; [5]
and it was Aseneth's store-house. 10. And seven virgins had the remaining
seven rooms, one each. 11. And they used to wait on Aseneth, and were of the
same age as she was, for they were all born on the same night as Aseneth; and
they were very beautiful, like the stars of heaven, and no man or boy had ever
had anything to do with them. 12. And Aseneth's large room, where she spent
her time, [6] had three windows. 13. One window looked out over the
courtyard to the east: the second |looked to the north, onto the street; and the
third to the south. 14. And a golden bed stood in the room, facing the east. 15.
And the bed had a coverlet of purple woven with gold, embroidered with blue,
and fine linen. 16. In this bed Aseneth used to sleep alone, and no man or
woman ever [7] sat upon it, except Aseneth only. 17. And there was a great
court al round the house, and awall round the court, very high and built of
great rectangular stones. 18. And there were four gates to the court, overlaid
with iron; and elghteen strong young men-at-arms used to guard each one of
them. 19. And aong the wall inside the court every kind of beautiful tree that
produces fruit had been planted; and the fruit on every one of them was ripe,
for it was harvest time. 20. And on the right of the court there was an ever-
bubbling [8] spring of water, and beneath the spring a great cistern [9] that
received the water from the spring and out of which ariver flowed through the
middle of the court and watered all the treesin it.

1. Lit. 'that room'. 2. FH add 'daily’

3. Inthis verse the authorities differ not a little among themselves over the
details, though without any change in the general sense.

4. Lit. 'And there was all the adornment of her virginity'.

5. Or 'land'

6. Lit. 'where her virginity was nurtured'.

7. So BH Slav.: D om.

8. Lit. 'rich’: D om.
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Joseph & Aseneth: Translated by David Cook

9. Slav. adds 'of marbl€'.

Return to Chapter 2 | Return to top

[11. And it cameto pass[1] in the fourth month, on the eighteenth [2] day of
the month, that Joseph came into the district of Heliopolis. [3] 2. And as he
approached the city, Joseph sent twelve men in front of him to Pentephres, the
priest of Heliopolis, saying, May | be your guest to-day, [4] for it is near noon
and time for amid-day meal? 3. The sun's heat is overpowering, and | would
enjoy some refreshment under your roof. 4. When Pentephres heard this, he
was overjoyed and said, 5. "Blessed be the Lord, the God of Joseph." And
Pentephres called his steward [5] and said to him, 6. "Make haste and get my
house into order, and prepare a great feast, because Joseph, the mighty man of
God, is coming to usto-day. 7. And Aseneth heard that her father and mother
had come back from their family estate in the country. [6] 8. And she rejoiced

and said, | will go and see my father and my mother [7] for they have come
back from their family estate in the country. 9. And Aseneth hurried [8] and

put on afine linen robe of blue woven with gold and a golden girdle round her
waist, and she put [9] bracelets round her hands and feet, and she put on

golden trousers and a necklace round her neck. 10. And there were precious
stones all about her, with the names of Egyptian gods inscribed on them
everywhere, on the bracelets and on the stones; and the names of the idols
were stamped on the stones. 11. And she put atiara on her head and bound a
diadem round her temples and covered her head with avell.

1. BH Slav. add 'in the first year of the seven years of plenty'.

2. SoH Slav. Syr. Arm. Lat.: BDFA ‘twenty eighth'.

3. B Slav. add 'and he was gathering the corn of that land' (Slav. + 'asthe
sand of the sed).

4. Lit. 'l will stay with you to-day'.

5. Lit. 'him who was over his house'.

6. Lit. 'the field of their inheritance'. And so similarly at iii.8, iv. 3, xvi.2,
xX.5, xxiv.14, and xxvi.1.

7. and my mother: BF om.

8. B adds 'into the room where her robes lay'.

9. she put = Slav.: BD om.
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Return to Chapter 3 | Return to top

| V. And she hurried and came down by the staircase from her storey at the
top; and she came to her father and mother and greeted them. 2. And it gave
Pentephres and his wife great joy to see their daughter Aseneth adorned as the
bride of God. And they took out all the good things they had brought from
their estate in the country, and they gave them to their daughter. [1] 4. And
Aseneth rejoiced at the good things, and at the fruit, the grapes and the dates,
and at the doves and at the pomegranates and the figs, for they were all
delightful. 5. And Pentephres said to his daughter Aseneth, "My child": she
said, "Lo, herel am, my lord." 6. And he said to her, "Sit down, please, [2]
between us: | want to talk to you." [3] And Aseneth sat down between her
father and her mother. 7. And her father Pentephres [4] took her right hand [5]
in hisright hand and said to her, "My child"; and Aseneth said, "What isiit,
father?' [6] 8. And Pentephres said to her, " See, Joseph, the mighty man of
God, is coming to usto-day, and heisruler of al the land of Egypt, for
Pharaoh has appointed him ruler of all our land; [7] and he is the distributor of
corn throughout the country and isto save it from the famine that is come
upon it. 9. And Joseph is aman that worships God: he is discriminating, and a
virgin (as you are to-day), and a man of great wisdom and knowledge, and the
spirit of God is[8] upon him, and the grace of the Lord is[9] with him. 10. So
come, my child, and | will give you to him as hiswife: you shall be his bride,
and he shall be your bridegroom for ever." 11. And when Aseneth heard what
her father said, a great red sweat came over her, and she was furious [10] and
looked sideways at her father. [11] 12. And she said, "Why should my lord and
my father speak like this and talk asif he would hand me over like a prisoner
to aman of another race, a man who was a fugitive and was sold as a slave?
13. Isthis not the shepherd's son from the land of Canaan, and he was
abandoned by him? 14. Is not this the man who had intercourse with his
mistress, [12] and his master threw him into prison where he lay in darkness,
[13] and Pharaoh brought him out of prison, because he interpreted his dream?
15. No! | will marry the eldest son of the king, for heisking of all the earth."
[14] 16. On hearing this, Pentephres thought it wiser to say no moreto his
daughter about Joseph, for she had answered him arrogantly and in anger.
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1. and they gave. . . daughter: B om.

2. S0 BH: D om.

3. Lit. 'and | will speak my wordsto you'.
4. So D: B om.

5.inhisright hand = B Slav.: D om.

6. Lit. 'Let my lord and (B om. 'my lord and’) my father speak'.
7. of al our land: DF om.

8. So FA: BD 'was; EH om.

9. BD 'was.

10. Lit. 'she was angry with agreat wrath'.
11. at her father: B om.

12.Isnot . .. mistress= D Slav.: B om.
13. Lit. 'into the prison of darkness.

14. Or 'land": D adds 'of Egypt'.

Return to Chapter 4 | Return to top

V.. And behold, one of the young men from Pentephres's retinue burst in and
said, 2. "Lo. Joseph is at the gates of our court." And Aseneth quickly left her
father and her mother and ran upstairs and went into her room and stood at the
big window that |ooked towards the east, so as to see Joseph as he came into
her father's house. 3. And Pentephres and hiswife and all his relations went
out to meet Joseph. 4. And the gates of the court that looked east were opened,
and Joseph came in, sitting in Pharaoh's viceroy's chariot. 5. And there were
four horses yoked together, white as snow, with golden reins; and the chariot
was covered over [1] with gold. 6. And Joseph was wearing a marvellous
white tunic, and the robe wrapped around him was purple, made of linen
woven with gold: there was a golden crown on his head, and all round the
crown were [2] twelve precious stones, and above the stones twelve golden
rays; and aroyal sceptre wasin hisright hand. 7. And he held an olive branch
stretched out, and there was much fruit on it. 8. And Joseph came into the
court, and the gates were shut. 9. And strangers, whether men or women,
remained outside, because the gate-keepers had shut the doors. [3] 10. And
Pentephres came, and his wife, and all his relatives, except their daughter
Aseneth; and they made obeisance to Joseph with their faces to the ground.
11. And Joseph got down from his chariot and extended his right hand to
them.
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1. Lit. 'shaded over'. Is the reference to a golden awning over the chariot,
or was the chariot itself overlaid with gold?

2. the crowns were: B om.

3. D adds 'and all strangers were shut out'.

Return to Chapter 5 | Return to top

V1. And Aseneth saw Joseph and she was cut to the quick, her stomach
turned over, [1] her knees became limp, and her whole body trembled. 2. And
she was much afraid and cried out and said, "Where shall | go, and where can |
hide myself from him? And how will Joseph, the son of God, regard me, for |
have spoken evil [2] of him? 3. Where can | flee and hide myself, for he sees
everything, and no secret is safe with him, because of the great light that isin
him? 4. And now may Joseph's God be propitious to me [3] because | spoke
evil inignorance. 5. What can | hope for, [4] wretch that | am? Have | not
spoken, saying, Joseph is coming, the shepherd's son from the land of Canaan?
And now, behold the sun is come [5] to us from heaven in his chariot and has
come into our house to-day. 6. But | was foolish and reckless to despise him,
and | spoke evil of him and did not know that Joseph is the son of God. 7. For
who among men will ever father such beauty, and what mother [6] will ever
bear such alight? Wretch that | am and foolish, for | spoke evil of himto my
father. 8. Now let my father give me to Joseph [7] as a maidservant and a
slave, and | will serve him for ever."

1. Lit. 'and she was strongly pricked in the soul, and her inwards were
broken'.

2. D om.

3. D 'have mercy on me'

4. Lit. 'What then shall | see (= DF: BA 'follow")".

5. B 'like the sun is he come'.

6. Lit. 'what kind of womb'.

7. to Joseph: B om.

Return to Chapter 6 | Return to top
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VI 1. And Joseph came into Pentephres's house and sat down on a seat; and he
washed hisfeet, and he placed [1] atable in front of him separately, because he
would not eat with the Egyptians, for this was an abomination to him. 2. And
Joseph spoke to Pentephres and all his relations, saying, "Who is that woman
standing in the solar [2] by the window? Tell her to go away." [3] 3. (Thiswas
because Joseph was afraid she too might solicit him; [4] for al the wives and
daughters of the lords and satraps of all the land of [5] Egypt use to solicit him
to liewith him. [6] 4. And many of the wives and daughters[7] of the
Egyptians suffered much, after seeing Joseph, because he was so handsome;
and they would send emissaries to him with gold and silver and valuable gifts.
[8] 5. And Joseph would reject them out of hand,[9] saying, | will not sin
before the God of Israel. 6. And Joseph kept his father Jacob's face before his
eyes continually,[10] and he remembered his father's commandments; for
Jacob used to say to Joseph and his brothers, "Be on your guard, my children,
against the strange woman, and have nothing to do with her, for sheisruin and
destruction. 7. That is why Joseph said, "Tell that woman to go away." [11] ) 8.
And Pentephres said to him, "My lord, the woman you have seen in the storey
at the top is no stranger: she is our daughter, avirgin, who detests men; and no
other [12] man has ever seen her, apart from you today. 9. And if you wish it,
she shall come and speak with you; for our daughter isyour sister. 10. And
Joseph was overjoyed because Pentephres said, "Sheisavirgin who detests
men." 11. And Joseph answered Pentephres and hiswife and said, "If sheis
your daughter, then let her come, for sheis my sister, and | will regard [13] her
as my sister from to-day."

1. So BEA: D 'they placed'.

2. So BD: EFHA 'top storey'

3. Lit. 'Let her leave this house'.

4. she...him: D om.

5. theland of: BF om.

6. DE 'them'.

7. D adds 'of the potentates’.

8.gold. .. gifts: B 'many gifts.

9. Lit. 'would send them back with threats and insults.
10. DH Slav. om.

11. Lit. 'Let that (DFH 'the’) woman leave this house'.
12. B 'strange’

13. Lit. 'love.
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Return to Chapter 7 | Return to top

VII1. And Aseneth's mother went up to the top storey and brought Aseneth
down to Joseph; and Pentephres said to his daughter Aseneth, "Greet your
brother, for he too isavirgin asyou are to-day, and he detests all strange
women just as you detest strange men." 2. And Aseneth said to Joseph, "May
you have joy, my lord, blessed as you are of God Most High"; and Joseph said
to her, "May God, who has given all things life, blessyou." 3. And Pentephres
said to Aseneth, "Come near and kiss your brother." 4. And when she came
near to kiss Joseph, Joseph stretched his right hand out, and laid it against her
breast, and said, 5. "It is not right for a man who worships God, who with his
mouth blesses the living God, and eats the blessed bread of life, and drinks the
blessed cup of immortality, and is anointed with the blessed unction [1] of
incorruption, to kiss a strange woman, who with her mouth blesses dead and
dumb idols, and eats of their table the bread of anguish, [2] and drinks of their
libations the cup of treachery, [3] and is anointed with the unction of
destruction. 6. A man who worships God will kiss his mother and his sister
that is of his own tribe and kin, [4] and the wife that shares his couch, who
with their mouths bless the living God. 7. So too it is not right for awoman
who worships God to kiss a strange man, because thisis an abomination in
God'seyes." 8. And when Aseneth heard what Joseph said, she was most
distressed and cried out aloud; and she fixed her gaze on Joseph, and her eyes
were filled with tears. 9. And Joseph saw her and his heart went out to her --
for Joseph was tender-hearted and compassionate and feared the Lord. [5] 10.

And he lifted up his right hand above her head and said,

"O Lord, the God of my father Israel, the Most High, the Mighty
One,

Who didst quicken all things, and didst call them from darkness
into light.

And from error into truth, [6] and from death into life;

Do thou, O Lord, thyself quicken and bless thisvirgin,
11. And renew her by thy spirit, [7] and remould her by thy

secret hand,
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And quicken her with thy life.
And may she eat the bread of thy life, [8]

And may she drink the cup of thy blessing,
She whom thou didst choose before she was begotten, [9]

And may she enter into thy rest, which thou has prepared for
thine elect.”

1. of life. . . unction = HA: BD Slav. om.; cp. xv.4.

2. Lit. 'strangling’: D 'shame'.

3. Lit. 'ambush'.

4. and kin: BE om.

5. for Joseph . . . Lord: D om.

6. And from. .. truth=HA: BD Slav. om.

7. DA 'holy spirit'.

8. and remould. . . thy life=F Lat.: BD Slav. om. (A om. 'and remould . . .
hand’).

9. She. . . begotten = BD Slav.: FA 'And number her with thy people
which thou didst choose before al things came into being'.

Return to Chapter 8 | Return to top

| X. And Aseneth was filled with joy at Joseph's blessing, and she went up [1]

in haste to her storey at the top and fell on her couch exhausted, because she
felt not only happy, but also disturbed and very frightened; [2] and she had
been bathed in perspiration from the moment she heard Joseph speaking [3] to
her in the name of God Most High. 2. And she wept bitterly, and she repented
of her gods she used to worship; and she waited for evening to come. 3. And
Joseph ate and drank; and he said to his servants, "Y oke the horsesto the
chariot" (for he said, "l must depart and go round the whole city and the
district”" [4] ). 4. And Pentephres said to Joseph, "Stay the night here, my lord
and to-morrow go your way." 5. And Joseph said, "No! | must be going now,
for thisisthe day when God began his works: in eight daystime | will come
back again [5] and stay the night here with you."

1. So BEA: Slav.: DFH 'away'.
2-3. Lit. 'and acontinual (D om.) sweat was poured about her (= D: BFA
om. 'was poured about her') when she heard these words from Joseph who

http://www.bham.ac.uk/theology/goodacre/aseneth/translat.htm (10 of 35) [20/07/2004 11:18:35 p.m.]




Joseph & Aseneth: Translated by David Cook

had spoken'.
4. Lit. 'land'.
5. So D Sav.: BEFA om.

Return to Chapter 9 | Return to top

X. Then Pentephres and his relations went away to their estate. 2. And
Aseneth was |eft alone with the [1] virgins, and she was listless and wept until
sunset: she ate no bread and drank no water; and while all slept she alone was
awake. 3. And she opened the door and went down to the [1] gate; and she
found the portress asleep with her children. 4. And Aseneth quickly took down
the leather curtain from the door, and shefilled it with ashes and carried it up
to the top storey and laid it on the floor. 5. And she secured the door and
fastened it with the iron bar from the side; and she groaned aloud and wept. 6.
And the virgin that Aseneth loved most of all the virgins [2] heard her mistress
groaning, and she roused the other virgins [3] and came [4] and found the door
shut. 7. And she listened to Aseneth groaning and weeping and said, "Why are
you so sorrowful my lady? What isit that its troubling you? 8. Open the door
for us, so that we can see you." And Aseneth said to them from inside (shut in
asshewas, "I have aviolent headache and am resting on my bed; and | have
no strength left to open to you now, [5] for | am utterly exhausted; [6] but go
each of you to her room."” 9. And Aseneth got up and opened her door quietly,
and went into her second room, where her treasure-chests and the finery for
her adornment were, and she opened her wardrobe and took out a black and
sombre tunic. 10. (And this was her mourning tunic, which she had worn for
mourning when her eldest [7] brother died). And Aseneth took off her royal
robe and put on the black one, and she untied her golden girdle and tied arope
around her waist instead, and she took her tiara off her head and the diadem,
and the bracelets from her hands. 12. And she took her best robe, just asit
was, [8] and threw it out of the window, for the poor. 13. And shetook all her
innumerable gold and silver gods and broke them up into little pieces, and
threw them [9] out of the window for the poor and needy. [10] 14. And Aseneth
took her royal dinner, even the fatted beasts and the fish and the meat, and al
the sacrifices of her gods, and the wine-vessels for their libations; and she
threw them all out of the window as food for the dogs. 15. And after this she
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took the ashes and poured them out on the floor. 16. And she took sackcloth
and wrapped it round her waist, and she removed the fillet from her hair and
sprinkled herself with ashes; and she fell down upon the ashes. 17. And she
beat her breast repeatedly with her two [11] hands and wept bitterly and
groaned al night until the morning. 18. And in the morning Aseneth got up
and looked and |o, the ashes underneath her were like mud because of her
tears. 19. And again, Aseneth fell down on her face upon the ashes until
sunset. 20. And so Aseneth did for seven days; and she tasted neither food nor
drink. [12]

1. D 'her'.

2.'most of . . . virgins: D om.

3.and...virgins= EFA: BDGH Slav. om.

4. B 'made haste'.

5. BFom.

6. Lit. 'for I am grown weak in al my limbs.

7. So BDA Slav.: EFG 'younger'.

8. Lit. 'all her chosen robe'. Is the reference to the 'royal robe' of verse 11 --
as we have assumed? Or ought we to take otoAn (‘robe’) herein the more
genera sense of 'equipment’ and trandlate 'all her choice apparel'? If so, the
girdle, the tiara, the diadem, and the bracelets, which Aseneth had just
taken off, will also be included (as the editors of the a recension distinctly
state), and perhaps some other items as well -- though xiv.15 and xviii.3
make it clear that Aseneth did not empty her wardrobe compl etely!

9. D 'gave.

10. and needy: D om.

11. B om.

12. Lit. 'and she tasted nothing at all'.

Return to Chapter 10 | Return to top
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XI. And it came to pass on the eighth day that Aseneth [1] looked up from the

floor where she was lying (for she was losing the use of her limbs as a result
of her great affliction).

1. D 'her'.

Return to Chapter 11 | Return to top

XI1. And she[1] stretched her hands out towards the east, and her eyes
looked up to heaven, [2] and she said,

2."O Lord, God of the ages, that didst give to all the breath of
life,

That didst bring into the light the things unseen,

That hast made all things and made visible what was invisible,
3. That hast raised up the heaven and founded the earth upon the
waters,

That hast fixed the great stones upon the abyss of water,
Which shall not be submerged,

But to the end they do thy will. [3]

4. O Lord, my God, to theewill | cry: hear my supplication; [4]
And [5] unto thee will I make confession of my sins,

And unto thee will | reveal my transgressions of thy law.

5.1 have sinned, O Lord, | have sinned:

| have transgressed thy law and acted impioudly,

And | have spoken things evil before thee.

My mouth, O Lord, has been defiled by things offered to idols,
And by the table of the gods [6] of the Egyptians.

6. | have sinned, O Lord, before thee; | have sinned and acted
impiously,

Worshipping idols deaf and dumb,

And | am not worthy to open my mouth unto thee, wretch that |
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am.
7. 1 have sinned, O Lord, before thee,

|, the daughter of Pentephresthe priest,

|, the haughty and arrogant Aseneth.

Tothee, O Lord, [7] | present my supplication, and unto thee
will | cry:

Deliver me from my persecutors, for unto thee [8] have | fled,
Like achild to hisfather and his mother.

8. And do thou, O [9] Lord, stretch forth thy hands over me,

As afather that loves his children [10] and is tenderly
affectionate, [11]

And snatch me from the hand of my enemy.

9. For lo, the wild primaeval Lion pursues[12] me;

And his children are the gods of the Egyptians that | have
abandoned and destroyed;

And their father the Devil istrying to devour me.

10. But do thou, O Lord deliver me from his hands,

And rescue me from his mouth,

L est he snatch me like awolf and tear me,

And cast me into the abyss of fire, and into the tempest of the
Seq;

And let not the great Sea-monster swallow me.

11. Save me, O Lord, deserted as| am,

For my father and mother denied me,

Because | destroyed and shattered their gods;

And | have no other hope savein thee, O Lord;

For thou art the father of the orphans, and the champion of the
persecuted,

And the help of them that are oppressed.

12. For [5] lo, al the gods [13] of my father Pentephres are but for a season and
uncertain; but the inhabitants of thine inheritance, O Lord, are incorruptible
and eternal.

1. D 'Aseneth’. B prefixes to this chapter the title 'Prayer and Confession of
Aseneth’, which isfound also in A between verses 1 and 2.

2. looked up to heaven: BD Slav. om.

3. D 'ordinance.

4. hear my supplication: B om.

5. D om.

6.toidols. . . thegods: D 'to theidols.

7.0 Lord =D Slav.: B 'ds0".

8. will | cry .. .untothee=B Sav.: D om.

9. B 'my".
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10. over . . . children = B Slav.: D om.

11. andis. . . affectionate = B: D Slav. om.

12. thewild. . . pursues = B: D 'asalion he pursues.
13. So B Slav.: DFH 'habitations.

Return to Chapter 12 | Return to top

XI11. Look upon my ophanhood, O Lord, [1] for unto thee did | flee, O Lord.

2. Lo, | took off my royal robe interwoven with gold and put on a black tunic
instead. 3. Lo, | loosed my golden girdle and girt myself with arope and
sackcloth. 4. Lo, | threw off my diadem from my head and sprinkled myself
with ashes. Lo, the floor of my room once scattered with stones of different
colours and of purple, and besprinkled with myrrh, [2] is now sprinkled with
my tears [3] and [4] scattered with ashes. [5] 6. Lo, Lord, from the ashes and
from my tears there is as much mud inside my room as there is on a public [6]
highway. 7. Lo, Lord, [7] my royal dinner and my fatted beasts have | givento
the dogs. [8] 8. And lo, for seven days and seven nights[9] | have neither eaten
bread nor drunk water; and my mouth is dry like adrum and my tongue like
horn, and my lipslike a potsherd, and my face is shrunken, and my eyes are
failing as aresult of my incessant tears. [10] 9. But do thou, O Lord, pardon
me, for inignorance did | sin against thee and uttered calumnies against my
lord Joseph. 10. And | did not know, wretch that | am, that he isthy son, O
Lord; for they told me that Joseph was a shepherd's son from the land of
Canaan, and | believed them; but | was wrong, and | despised Joseph, thine
elect one, and | spoke evil fo him, not knowing that he isthy son. 11. For what
man ever was so handsome and who else is as wise and strong as Joseph? But
to thee, my Lord, do | entrust him; for | love him more than mine own soul.
12. Preserve him in the wisdom of thy grace, and give meto him as a servant,
so that | may wash his feet and serve him and be his slave for all [11] the

seasons of my life.

1.O0OLord...OLord=D: B 'O Lord; Slav. om atogether.
2. and bespr. with m.: B om.

3. with my tears: D om.

4. BD om.; Slav. adds 'to-day".

5. scattered with ashes: D om.

http://www.bham.ac.uk/theology/goodacre/aseneth/translat.htm (15 of 35) [20/07/2004 11:18:35 p.m.]




Joseph & Aseneth: Translated by David Cook

6. Lit. 'broad'.

7.B 'my Lord.

8. So BA: DFH Slav. 'the strange dogs.

9. and seven nights: Slav. om.

10. Lit. 'as aresult of the inflammation of my tears.
11. B om.

Return to Chapter 13 | Return to top

XI1V. And as Aseneth finished her confession to the Lord, |o, the morning
star rose in the eastern sky. 2. And Aseneth saw it and rejoiced and said, "The
Lord God has indeed heard me, for this star is a messenger and herald of the
light of the great day. 3. And lo, the heaven was torn open near the morning
star and an indescribable light appeared. 4. And Aseneth fell on her face upon
the ashes; and there came to her a man from heaven [1] and stood at her head;
[2] and he called to her, "Aseneth”. [3] 5. And she said, "Who called me? For
the door of my room is shut and the tower is high: how then did anyone get
into [4] my room?" 6. And the man [5] called her a second time and said,
"Aseneth, Aseneth;" and she said, "Here am |, my lord, tell me who you are.”
7. And the man said, "I am the commander [6] of the Lord's house [7] and chief
captain [8] of all the host of the Most High: [9] stand up, [10] and | will speak
to you." 8. And she looked up and saw a man like Joseph in every respect,
with arobe and a crown and aroyal staff. 9. But his face was like lightning,
and his eyes were like the light of the sun, [11] and the hairs of his head like
flames[12] of fire, and his hands and feet like iron from the fire. 10. And
Aseneth looked at him, and she fell on her face at his feet in great fear and
trembling. 11. And the man said to her, "Take heart, Aseneth, and do not be
afraid; but stand up, [13] and | will speak to you." 12. And Aseneth got up, and
the man said to her, "Take off the black tunic you are wearing and the
sackcloth round your waist, [14] and shake the ashes off your head, and wash
your face with water. 13. And put on a new robe that you have never worn
before, [15] and tie your bright girdle round your waist -- the double girdle of
your virginity. 14. And then come back to me, and | will tell you what | have
been sent to you to say." 15. And Aseneth went into the room where her
treasure-chests and the finery for her adornment were; [16] and she opened her
wardrobe and took out a new, fine robe, and she took off her black robe and
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put on the new and brilliant one. 16. And she untied the rope and the sackcloth
round her waist; [17] and she put on the brilliant double girdie of her virginity --

one girdle round her waist and the other round her breast. 17. And she shook
the ashes off her head, and washed her face with pure water, and covered her
head with afine and lovely vell.

1. So FG: B 'aman of light from heaven; D 'the man of God'.

2. Lit. 'over her head'.

3. So B: D Slav. om.

4. Lit. 'and how did he comeinto' (=B Slav.: D 'and how did you come
hereinto').

5. B'And he'.

6. So BD: A 'chief captain’; EFG 'ruler'.

7. S0 BEF Slav.: G 'of the Lord": D 'of glory of the Lord'; A 'of the Lord
God'.

8. So D: EFGA 'and commander'.

9. So GA Slav.: D 'of dl the host of the Lord Most High'; F 'of all the
heavenly host'; B om. ‘and chief . . . High' altogether.

10. Lit. 'stand upon your feet' (D 'stand up fromt he floor").

11. B 'his eyeslike the sun'.

12. Lit. 'aflame’

13. Lit. 'stand upon your feet' (D om. ‘upon your feet').

14. round your waist (lit. 'from your loins) = FGA: B 'from you'’; D Slav.
om.

15. Lit. 'anew robe, undefiled'.

16. where.. . . were: B om.

17. And. .. waist: D om.

Return to Chapter 14 | Return to top
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XV . And she came back to the man; and when the man saw her he said to
her, "Take now the veil off your head, for to-day you are a pure virgin and
your head is like ayoung man's." 2. So shetook it off her head; and the man
said to her, "Take heart, Aseneth, [1] for lo, the Lord has heard the words of
your confession. 3. Take heart, Aseneth, [2] your name is written in the book
of life, and it will never be blotted out. 4. From to-day you will be made new,
and refashioned, and given new life; and you shall eat the bread of life and
drink the cup of immortality, and be anointed with the unction of incorruption.
[3] 5. Take heart, Aseneth: [4] lo, the Lord has given you to Joseph to be his
bride, and he shall be your bridegroom. 6. And you shall no more be called
Aseneth, but 'City of Refuge' shall be your name; for many nations shall take
refuge in you, and under your wings shall [5] many peoples [6] find shelter, [7]
and within your walls those who give their allegiance to God in penitence will
find security. 7. For Penitence is the Most High's daughter and she entreats the
Most High on your behalf every hour, [8] and on behalf of all who repent; [9]
for heisthe father of Penitence [10] and she the mother of virgins, and every
hour she petitions him for those who repent; for [11] she has prepared a
heavenly bridal chamber for those who love her, [12] and she will look after
them for ever. 8. And Penitenceis herself avirgin, very beautiful and pure and
chaste and gentle; and God Most High loves her, and all his angels do her
reverence. 9. And lo, | am on my way to Joseph, and | will talk to him about
you, and he will come to you to-day and see you and rejoice over you; and he
shall be your bridegroom. 10. So listen to me, Aseneth, and put on your
wedding robe, the ancient [13] robe, [14] the first [15] that was stored away in
your room, and deck yourself in al your finest jewellry, and adorn yourself as
a bride, and be ready to meet him. 11. Fo lo, he is coming to you to-day; and
he will see you and rgjoice.” 12. And when the man had finished speaking
Aseneth was overjoyed. 13. And shefell at hisfeet and said to him, "Blessed
be the Lord God [16] that sent you out to deliver me from darkness and bring
me into light; and blessed be his name for ever. 14. Let me speak now, my
lord, if | have found favour with you: sit down alittle on the bed, and | will get
atable ready and food for you to eat; [17] and | will bring you good wine, of
the finest flavour, for your to drink; [18] and then you shall go your way."

1. BFHA Slav. add 'you pure virgin'.

2. Take heart Aseneth: D om., BA add 'you (A + 'purée) virgin'.

3. The authorities differ not alittlein detail here. All, however, refer to

Aseneth's eating of the bread and all except F to her drinking of the cup.
Her anointing with the unction appears in HGA Arm., but not in BDEF

Slav. Cp. viii.5.
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4. BA add 'you (A + 'pur€) virgin'.

5. under . .. shal: D om.

6. B 'nations’; G om.

7. find shelter (lit. 'shelter themselves) = EGH: B 'lodge and sh. th."; D om.
8. onyour b. every hour: B om.

9. and (B om.) on b. of al (BG om.) whor.: D om.

10. for . . . Penitence: D om.

11. she the mother . . . for: B om.

12. B 'him'.

13. So BEFHA: D om.

14. So BFA: DEH om.

15. So BD: HA 'even thefirst'; EF om.

16. B om.

17.Lit.". .. and bread, and eat' (imperative).

18. Lit. 'wine, whose savour reaches to the heavens, and drink’
(imperative).

Return to Chapter 15 | Return to top

XV. And the man said to her, "Bring me, please, a honeycomb too." 2. And
Aseneth said, "L et me send someone my lord, [1] to my family estate in the
country and | will get you ahoneycomb.” 3. And the man said to her, "Go into
your inner room and you will find a honeycomb there." 4. And Aseneth went
into her inner room and found a honeycomb lying on the table; and the comb
was as white as snow and full of honey, and its smell was like the breath [2] of
life. 5. And Aseneth took the comb and brought it to him; and the man said to
her, "Why did you say, "There is no honeycomb in my house? And lo, you
have brought me this." 6. And Aseneth said, My lord, | had no honeycomb in
my house, but it happened just as you said: did it perchance come out of your
mouth, for it smellslike myrrh?' [3] 7. And the man stretched his hand out and
placed it on her head and said, "Y ou are blessed, Aseneth, for the
indescribable things [4] of God [5] have been revealed to you; and blessed too
are those who give their allegiance to the Lord [6] God in penitence, for they
shall eat of this comb. 8. The bees of the Paradise of Delight [7] have made
this honey, and the angels of God eat of it, and no one who eats of it shall ever
die. 9. And the man stretched his right hand out and broke off a piece of the
comb and ate it; and he put a piece of it [8] unto Aseneth's mouth. 10. And the
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man stretched his hand out and put hisfinger [9] on the edge of the comb that
faced eastwards; and the path [10] of hisfinger became like blood. 11. And he

stretched out his hand a second time and put his finger on the edge of the
comb that faced northwards, and the path of hisfinger became like blood. 12.
And Aseneth was standing on the left and watching everything the man was
doing. 13. And bees came up from the cells of the comb, and they were white
as snow, and their wings were irridescent -- purple and blue and gold; [11] and
they had golden diadems on their heads and sharp-pointed strings. 14. And all
the bees flew in circles round Aseneth, from her feet right up to her head; and
yet more bees, [12] as big as queens, settled on Aseneth'slips. 15. And the man
said to the bees, "Go, please, to your places." 16. And they all left Aseneth and
fell to the ground, every one of them, [13] and died. 17. And the man said, "Get

up now, and go to your place;" and they got up [14] and went, every one of
them, to the court round Aseneth's tower.

1. SoD: B Slav. om.

2. Lit. 'smell'.

3. D adds 'from your mouth'.

4. So BDH: G 'the hidden things; F 'the mysteries;A ‘the indescribable
mysteries.

5. So BDA: FGH 'the Most High'.

6. BF add 'your'.

7. 1.e. the Garden of Eden (cp. the LXX at e.g. Geniii.23 and Ezek.
XXX1.9).

8. Lit. 'and he gave of the comb with his hand'.

9. B Lat. 'hisforefinger'.

10. So D Lat.: B Slav. ‘appearance'.

11. Lit. 'and their wings were as purple, and hyacinth, and as threads of
gold (=B:A ... hyacinth, and as scarlet: D Slav. om. 'and as threads of
gold).

12. Aseneth . . . bees: D om.

13. every one of them=B: D Slav. om.

14. And they got up = BFG A Slav.: D om.

Return to Chapter 16 | Return to top
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XV 1. And the man said to Aseneth, "Have you observed this?" and she said,
"Yes, [1] my lord, | have observed it all." 2. And the man said, "So shall be[2]
the words | have spoken to you." 3. And the man touched the comb, and fire
went up from the table and burnt up the comb; and, as it burned, the comb
gave out arefreshing fragrance that filled the room. 4. And Aseneth said to the
man, "There are, my lord, seven virgins with me, who have been brought up
with me, and who wait upon me: they were born in the same night as | was
and | love them: let me call them, [3] so that you can bless them as you have

blessed me. 5. And the man said, "Call them;" [4] and Aseneth called them,
and the man blessed them and said, "God, [5] the Most High, will bless you [6]
for ever." 6. And the man said to Aseneth, "Take this table away;" and
Aseneth turned to move the table, and [7] the man vanished out of her sight,

and Aseneth saw what looked like a chariot of fire being taken up into heaven
towards the east. 7. And Aseneth said, "Be merciful, O Lord, to thy
maidservant, because it wasin [8] ignorance that | spoke evil [9] before thee."

1. Lit.'Lo.

2. B 'my'

3. Lit. 'Pray, | will call them = DGA: B om.

4. And theman . . . them = BG: Slav. 'And he said, Call them; D om.
5. So DEFT Slav.: A 'the Lord God'; B om.

6. E adds 'and you shall be seven pillars of the City of Refuge'.

7. B adds immediately’.

8. D adds 'my".

9. B 'thisword'.

Return to Chapter 17 | Return to top
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XVI111. And while this was happening, [1] behold, [2] ayoung man, one of
Joseph's [3] servants, came and said, "L o, Joseph, the mighty man of God is
coming to you [4] to-day." 2. And Aseneth called her steward [5] and said,

"Get ready a special dinner for me, because Joseph the mighty man of God, is
coming to us." 3. And Aseneth went into her room and opened her wardrobe,
and she took out her finest [6] robe that shone like lightning, and she put it on.

4. And shetied aresplendent royal girdle round her waist -- and this girdle
was [7] of precious stones. 5. And she put golden bracelets round her hands,

and golden boots on her feet, and a costly necklace about her neck; and she put
agolden crown upon her head, and in the crown, in front, were the costliest of
stones. 6. And she covered her head with aveil. 7. And she said to her
maidservant, "Bring me pure water from the spring. And Aseneth bent down
to the water in the basin [on the cockle-shell]; [8] and her face was like the

sun, and her eyes like the rising morning star.

1. So B: D Slav. 'and when Aseneth said this; F 'and Aseneth was saying
these thingsto herself'; A 'and while Aseneth was yet saying these things to
herself'.

2. So B Slav.: D 'immediately'.

3. So BDA Slav.: EFG 'Pentephress.

4. So D Slav. (plurd): B 'you' (sing.).

5. Lit. 'him who was over her house'.

6. Lit. 'first'.

7. and thisg. was: B om.

8. Philonenko would exclude these words on the ground that they make no
sense. He interprets the verse as a description of arite of divination
(lecanomancy). Aseneth, therefore, could not bend over both abasin and a
shell at the sametime. It is worth noting, however, that Battifol's much
fuller text, not only makes no mention of a shell, but also leaves no room
for doubt that Aseneth's purpose in sending for the water was to ‘wash her
face', and that it was only when she saw her reflection in the water that she
desisted (‘Lest | wash off this great and welcome beauty").

Return to Chapter 18 | Return to top
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X1 X. And alittle slave came and said to Aseneth, "Lo, Joseph is at the gates
of our court;" and Aseneth went down with the seven virgins to meet him. [1]
2. And when Joseph saw her, he said to her, "Come to me, pure virgin, for |
have had good news about you from heaven, explaining everything about
you." [2] 3. And Joseph stretched his hands out and embraced A seneth, and
Aseneth embraced Joseph, [3] and they greeted each other for along time and
received new lifein their spirit. [4]

1. So D: BFA 'Joseph'.

2. from heaven . . . you: D om.

3. and embraced As. . . Joseph = DA: B om.

4. Or 'by their breath': D om. ‘and rec. . . . spirit'.

Return to Chapter 19 | Return to top

X X. And Aseneth said to him, "Come, my lord, come into my house;" and
she took hisright hand and brought him [1] inside her house. 2. And Joseph sat
down on her father Pentephres's seat, and she brought water to wash his feet;
and Joseph said to her, "Let one of your virgins come, and let her wash my
feet." 3. And Aseneth said to him, "No, my lord, for my hands are your hands,
and your feet my feet, [2] and no one else shall wash your feet;" and so she had
her way and washed his feet. 4. And Joseph took her by the right hand and
kissed it, [3] and Aseneth kissed his head. 5. And Aseneth's parents [4] came
back from their country estate, and they saw Aseneth sitting with Joseph and
wearing awedding [5] robe; and they rgjoiced and glorified God, and they ate
and drank. 6. And Pentephres said to Joseph, "To-morrow | will invite the
lords and satraps of Egypt, and | will celebrate your wedding, and you shall
take Aseneth as your wife." 7. And Joseph said, "First | must tell Pharaoh
about Aseneth, because heis my father; and he will give me Aseneth as my
wife himself." 8. And Joseph stayed that day with Pentephres,; and he did not
sleep with Aseneth, for he said, "It is not right for a man who worships God to
have intercourse with his wife before their marriage.”
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1. So B: D 'and hand in hand (lit. 'holding each other's right hands)) they
entered'.

2. So DFA Slav.: B 'my feet your feet'.

3. Or 'her.

4. B adds 'both her father and her mother'.

5. So BA Slav.: D 'bright'.

Return to Chapter 20 | Return to top

XXI. [1] And Joseph got up early in the morning, and he sent away to
Pharaoh and told him about Aseneth. [2] 2. And Pharaoh sent and called [3]
Pentephres and Aseneth. [4] 3. And Pharaoh was astonished at her beauty and
said, "The Lord will bless you, even the God of [5] Joseph, [6] who has chosen
you to be his bride, for [7] he isthe first-born son of God, and [8] you will be
called daughter of the Most High, and Joseph shall be your bridegroom for
ever. 4. And Pharaoh took golden crowns and put them on their heads and
said, 5. "God Most High will bless you and prosper your family [9] for ever."
6. And Pharaoh turned them towards each other, and they kissed each other.
And Pharaoh celebrated their wedding with a banquet and much merry-
making [10] for seven days; and he invited all the chief men in the land of
Egypt. [11] 7. And heissued a proclamation, saying, [12] "Any [13] man who
does any work during the seven days of Joseph and Aseneth's wedding [14]
shall die." 8. And when the wedding was over and the banquet ended, Joseph
had intercourse with Aseneth; and A seneth conceived by Joseph and bore
Manasseh and his brother Ephraim in Joseph's [15] house.

1. Philonenko's text of this chapter is for the most part a reconstruction
from the Slavonic, B and D having a number of omissions. A, on the other
hand, agrees in the main with the Slavonic apart from afew small
variations, expansions and additions.

2.and told . . . Aseneth: BD om.

3. And Phar. . . . caled = Slav.: D 'And Phar. called’; B. om.

4. Pent. and As. = D: Slav. 'Pent. and his daughter'; B om.

5. And Phar. . . . God of = (A) Slav.: BD om.

6. So A: Slav. 'Israel’; BD om.

7.who. . .for=(A) Slav.: BD om.

8. heis...and=F (A) Syr.: BD Slav. om.
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9. Lit. 'and multiply you'.

10. Lit. 'drinking'.

11. you will becalled . . . Egypt = (A) Slav.: BD om.

12. And. . . saying = (D) (A) Slav.: B om.

13. So BFGA Slav. (lit. 'every’): D 'if any' (‘'man does. . . he shall di€).
14. B Slav. add 'that man'.

15. So DFA Slav.: BG 'Pharaoh's..

Return to Chapter 21 | Return to top

XXI1. And after this the seven years of plenty came to an end, and the seven
years of famine began. 2. And when Jacob heard about his son [1] Joseph, he
came into Egypt with his family, in the second month, on the twenty-first day
of the month; and he settled in the land of Goshen. [2] 3. And Aseneth said to
Joseph, "l [3] will go and see your father, because your father Israel is my
father; and Joseph said to her, "L et us go together.” 4. And Joseph and
Aseneth came into the land of Goshen, and Joseph's brothers met them [4] and
made obei sance to them upon the ground. 5. And they came to Jacob and he
blessed them and kissed them,; [5] and Aseneth hung upon his father [6] Jacob's
neck and kissed him. 6. And after this they ate and drank. 7. And Joseph and
Aseneth went to their house, and Simeon and Levi escorted them, to protect
them: [7] Levi was on Aseneth's right hand and Simeon [8] on the left. 8. And
Aseneth took Levi's hand because she loved him as a man who was a prophet
and aworshipper of God and a man who feared the Lord. And he used to see
letters written in the heavens, and he would read them and interpret them [9] to
Aseneth privately; and Levi saw the place of her rest in the highest heaven.

1. hisson: Slav. om.

2. S0 BA Slav.: D 'Egypt'.

3. So BEFGA Slav.: D 'we'.

4.into. . .them = BA Slav.: D ‘and Joseph's brothers’; B adds 'in the land
of Goshen'.

5. and kissed them = B Slav.: D om.

6. hisfather: D om.

7. Lit. 'escorted them because their enemies were envious of them'.

8. So B: DFA Slav. 'Joseph'.

9. So B (lit. 'ne would reveal them'): D 'he would reveal al things.
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XXI11. And as Joseph and Aseneth were passing by, Pharaoh's eldest son
saw them [1] from the wall. [2] 2. And when he saw Aseneth [1] he was driven
to distraction by her because she was so beautiful; and Pharaoh's son sent
messengers [3] and summoned Simeon and Levi to him, and they came to him
and stood before him. [4] 3. And Pharaoh's son said to them, "I have heard [5]
that you are better soldiers than any others there are on earth, and that with
your own right hands you destroyed the city of Schechem and with your own
two swords you cut to pieces thirty thousand fighting men. [6] 4. | need your
help: let us get together without delay; [7] and | will give you gold and silver
in abundance, and menservants and maidservants, and houses and great
estates. [8] Make a compact with me, [9] and shew kindness to me; for | was
greatly wronged by your brother Joseph, because he married A seneth athough
[10] shewas originally pledged to me. 5. And now come with me, and | will
take up arms against Joseph and kill him with my sword, and | will marry
Aseneth; and you shall be my brothers and [11] my friends for ever, 6. But if
you will not listen to me, | will kill you with my sword" (and as he said this he
bared his sword and showed it them). 7. Now Simeon was a brave but
impetuous man, and he drew his sword from its scabbard and made a rush at
Pharaoh's son, asif to strike him. 8. And Levi was aware of what Simeon was
about to do, for Levi was a prophet and foresaw everything that was to
happen; and Levi trod hard on Simon's right foot as a sign to him to curb his
wrath. 9. And Levi said to him, "Why so angry with him? For we are the
children of a man who worships God, and it is not right for a man who
worships God to repay his neighbour evil for evil." 10. And Levi said to his
neighbour, [12] Pharaoh's son, respectfully and in good humour, "My lord, why
do you speak to us like this? For [13] we are men who worship God, and our
father isthe servant of God Most High, and our brother Joseph isloved by
God: how could we do [14] anything so wicked in God's eyes? 11. And now,
listen to us, and be careful you never repeat what you have just said about our
brother Joseph. 12. If, however, you persist in this wicked plan, see, our
swords are drawn against you." 13. And they [15] drew their swords from their
scabbards and said, "Do you see these swords? It was with them that the Lord
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[16] God avenged the outrage on the sons of Israel, which the men of
Schechem committed in the affair of our sister Dinah, whom [17] Schechem,

Hamor's son, defiled." 14. And Pharaoh's son saw their drawn swords, and he
was afraid and trembled and fell on his face to the ground at their feet. 15. And
Levi stretched his hand out and lifted him up, saying, "Do not be afraid: only
be careful you say nothing against our brother." 16. And they went out from
him, leaving him trembling and afraid.

1. D 'her'.

2. from the wall = BEA: DFG Slav. om.

3. So BFA Slav.: DG om.

4. and stood before him = BFG: D Slav. om.

5. Lit. 'l know'.

6. Lit. 'thirty thousand men of war' (D om. 'of war").

7. So Slav. (lit. 'l call you to my aid: make haste. Lo, | will take you as
companions): D 'l call you to my aid: make haste’; B 'And lo, | will take
you to my aid thisday'; A 'And | this day will take you to myself as
companions.

8. Lit. 'inheritance’.

9. So G: B 'swear to me'; D 'listen to me'; A 'strive together with me'.
10. Lit. "and'.

11. my brothersand: D om.

12. his neighbour: D om.

13. Lit. 'And'.

14. Lit. 'and how (D om.) shall we do'.

15. D 'Simeon and Levi'.

16. the Lord: D om.

17. BD Slav. add 'in".

Return to Chapter 23 | Return to top
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XXIV. And Pharaoh's son was in much affliction and torment because of
Aseneth, and he was greatly distressed. 2. And his servants whispered in his
ear, "Lo, the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, the maidservants of Leah and Rachel,
Jacob's wives, hate Joseph and Aseneth and are jealous of them, and they will
do what you want." 3. And Pharaoh's son sent messengers [1] and summoned

them, and they came to him by night; and Pharaoh's son said to them, "I have
heard [2] that your are good soldiers.” 4. And Gad and Dan, the elder brothers,
said to Pharaoh's son, "Let our lord tell his servants what it is he wants, and he
will doit." [3] 5.And Pharaoh's son was overjoyed, and he said to his servants,
"Go away and leave us aone, for | have something to say to these men
privately." 6. And all the servants went out; and Pharaoh's son told them lies,
saying, "l offer you a choice between prosperity and death: [4] so choose
prosperity [5] and not death. 7. | know that you are good soldiers, and that you
will not die as women die; but act like men and take vengeance on [6] your
enemies. 8. | heard" (he continued [7] ) "your brother Joseph say to my father
Pharaoh, 'Dan and Gad are the children of maidservants [8] and are not my
brothers. 9. And | am only waiting for my father to die to take action against
them and all their progeny, so that they will not share the inheritance with us,
for they are the children of maidservants, and it was they who sold me to the
Ishmaelites. 10. When my father isdead | will repay them for the wrong they
did me.! 11. And my father Pharaoh commended Joseph and said to him, [9]
‘What you have said is quite right, my son; and now [10] take some of my
soldiers[11] and proceed against them as they did against you, and | will help
you." 12. And when the men heard what Pharaoh's son told them they were
much [12] troubled and distressed, and they said to him, "We appeal to you,
our lord, to help us; and whatever you tell your servantsto do, we will do it."
13. And Pharaoh's son said to them, "To-night | will kill my father, for my
father Pharaoh is like [13] afather to Joseph; and [10] do you also kill Joseph,
[14] and | will marry Aseneth.” 14. And Dan and Gad said to him, "We will do

everything you have told us to. We overheard Joseph say to Aseneth, 'Go to-
morrow to our country estate, for it is vintage-time; and he has arranged for
six hundred armed soldiers to go with her and fifty outrunners.” [15] 15. And

when Pharaoh's son heard this, he [16] gave the four men five hundred men

each and appointed them their officers and commanders. 16. And Dan and
Gad said to him, [17] "We will go by night and liein wait at the brook and hide

in the woods on the banks. [18] 17. And asfor you, take fifty men with you,
archers on horseback, and go on ahead, [19] some distance in front; and
Aseneth will come and fall into our [20] hands, [21] and we will cut down the
men who are with her. [22] 18. And Aseneth will flee in her chariot and fall
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into your hands and you will be able to deal with her as you wish. 19. And
afterwards we will kill Joseph while he is fretting about Aseneth; and we will
kill his children before his eyes.” 20. And Pharaoh's son was delighted when
he heard this, and he sent two thousand soldiers after them. 21. And they came
to the brook and hid in the woods on the banks, and five hundred men took up
thelr position in front; and in between them was a highway. [23]

1. SOBGA Slav.: DF om.

2. Lit. 'l know'.

3. Lit. 'his (= B: DEGA Slav. 'your") will".

4. Lit. 'Blessing and death are before your face (= BFG (A): D Slav. 'before
the face of God').

5. Lit. 'the blessing'.

6.and . ..on=DA Slav.: B 'and greet'.

7. Lit. 'he says.

8. B 'amaidservant'.

9.to him: B om.

10. Lit. 'for therest'.

11. D Slav. add 'with you'.

12. DF Slav. om.

13. D om.

14. and . . . Joseph = D Slav.: BF om.

15. and fifty outrunners = (F) A Slav: BD om.

16. when . . . he: D 'the son of Pharaoh'.

17. D 'the son of Pharaoh'.

18. Lit. 'in the wood of reed(s)' (and so subsequently at xxiv.21; Xxvii.7;
XXViii.5,7).

19. BA add 'of her.

20. So EFA Slav.: B 'your' (plur.): DG 'your' (sing.).
21. EF 'ambush'.

22. who are with her: B om.

23. Lit. 'awide (B om.) road'.

Return to Chapter 24 | Return to top
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XXV. And Pharaoh's son went to his father's room to kill him; but his
father's guards would not allow him [1] to go in to him. 2. And Pharaoh's son
said to them, "I want to see [2] my father because | am going off to gather the
grapes from my newly planted vine. [3] 3. And the guards said to him, "Y our
father isin pain, and he has been awake all night; but he is resting now; and he
said to us, "Do not let anyone in to me, not even my eldest son." 4. And he
went away in anger; and he took fifty mounted archers, and he went in front of
them as Dan and Gad had told him to. 5. And Naphtali and Asher [4] said to
Dan and Gad, "Why must you plot [5] again against our father Israel and
against our brother Joseph? For God looks after him asif he were the apple of
his eye. 6. Did you not once sell Joseph as a slave, and to-day heis king of the
whole earth, [6] and its saviour, [7] and gives us corn? 7. And now, if you
make plots against him again, he will call upon the God of Israel, [8] and he
will send fire from heaven, [9] and it will burn you up, and the angels of God
will fight against you." [10] 8. And their elder brothers Dan and Gad were
angry with them, saying, "Are we then to die like women? God forbid!" And
they went out to encounter Joseph and A seneth.

1. B adds'to kill him or".

2. Lit. 'l will see'.

3. D 'vineyard'.

4. and Asher: B om.

5. Lit. 'work evil'.

6. BGA 'land of Egypt'.

7. and its saviour: B om.

8. the God of Israel = BD: A 'the Most High'; Slav. 'heaven' (cp. EG Syr.
'he will go up into heaven').

9. from heaven: Slav. om.

10. and the angels.. . . you: Slav. om.

Return to Chapter 25 | Return to top
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XXVI. And Aseneth got up early in the morning and said to Joseph, "1 am
going to our estate in the country; but | am frightened because you are not
coming with me." 2. And Joseph said to her, "Take heart and do not be afraid,
but go; for the Lord iswith you and he will keep you from all evil [1] asthe
apple of an eye. 3. And | will go and distribute my corn, and give corn to all
the men in the city, [2] so that no one dies of faminein the land of Egypt."” [3]

4. And Aseneth departed on her journey and Joseph to the distribution of the
corn. 5. And Aseneth came to where the brook was with her six hundred men;
and suddenly [4] the men that were with Pharaoh's son leaped out from their
ambush [5] and joined battle with Aseneth's soldiers, and they cut them down
with their swords and killed al [6] Aseneth's outrunners. 6. And Aseneth fled
[7] in her chariot. 7. And Levi, the son of Leah, was informed about all this
(for he was a prophet), and he told his brothers [8] about Aseneth's danger; and
they took, each one of them, [9] his sword on his thigh, and their shields on
their arms, [10] and their spearsin their right hands, [11] and they went after
Aseneth with what speed they could. [12] 8. And Aseneth fled, and lo,
Pharaoh's son met her, and fifty men with him; and Aseneth saw him, and she
was afraid and trembled. [13]

1. B 'danger’.

2.dl ...city =FA: BD 'thosein the city'; Slav.: 'al men'.

3. So DA: Slav. 'in al theland’; B 'in Egypt’, in al the land which is under
it'.

4. Slav. om.

5. from their ambush: Slav. om.

6. killed al: B om.

7. And As. fled = EFGA Slav.: D 'And As. was distressed and fled'; B om.
8. And Levi . .. brothers=B: D 'And Levi was informed about . . . told the
men of his counsal'; Slav. 'And Levi told his brothers.

9. of them = BA Slav.: DEFG om.

10. and . .. arms= DA Slav.: BF 'and their shields.

11. and. .. hands = EA Slav. (cp. F 'and their spearsin their hands): B
‘and their spears on their arms’; D om.

12. with what speed they could (lit. 'at a swift run’) = EF (A) Slav.: BD om.
13. A Slav. add 'and she called upon the name of (A + 'the Lord") her God.'

Return to Chapter 26 | Return to top
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XXVII. And Benjamin was sitting with her in the chariot. 2. And Benjamin
was a sturdy [1] lad, about eighteen years old, indescribably handsome, [2] and

as strong as ayoung lion; and he feared God. 3. And Benjamin jumped down
from the chariot, and he took a round stone from the brook and hurled it with
all hismight [3] at Pharaoh's son and hit him on his |eft [4] temple and

wounded him severely, [5] and he fell from his horse half-dead. 4. And

Benjamin clambered up on arock and said to the driver of Aseneth's chariot,
"Give me fifty stones from the brook;" and he gave him fifty stones. 5. And
Benjamin hurled the stones and killed the fifty men that were with Pharaoh's
son; and the stones sank into the temples of each one of them. 6. Then the sons
of Leah, Reuben and Simeon, Levi and Judah, Issachar and Zebulon, went
after the men who had lain in ambush; and they fell upon them suddenly, and
cut down [7] the two thousand men, and the six of them [8] killed them. 7. And

their brothers, the sons of [9] Bilhah and Zilpah, fled; and they said, "We have
been ruined through our brothers; [10] and [11] Pharaoh's son is dead, killed by
Benjamin, and all those with him have perished at his hand: [12] come now, let
us kill [13] Aseneth [and Benjamin], [14] and let us make for the woods." 8.

And they came, with their swords drawn, covered in blood; and Aseneth saw
them, and she said, "O Lord my God, that didst quicken me from death, that
didst say to me, 'Thy soul shall live for ever, deliver me from these men." And
the Lord God heard her voice, and immediately [15] their swords fell from t

heir hands to the ground and were reduced to dust.

1. So BA: the others vary not alittle here.

2. D adds 'beyond the nature of man'.

3. Lit. filled his hand and hurled it": cp. 2 Kingsix.24.

4. BD om.

5. Lit. ‘and wounded him with a great and grievous wound' (= G Slav.:
EFA "and wounded him with a grievous wound’): BD om.
6. Slav. om.

7. D adds'al'.

8. Lit. 'the six (D add 'hundred’) men'.

9. the sons of: D om.

10. Lit. 'We are perished from out of our brethren'.

11. D ‘for'.

12. and . . . hand: BD om.

13. So EFGA Slav.: BD 'make war against'.

14. So dl MSS: Slav. om.

15. shesaid. . . immediately = (A) Slav.: BD om.
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XXVII11. And the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah saw the miracle that had
happened and they were afraid [1] and said, "The Lord is fighting for Aseneth
against us." 2. And they fell on their faces to the ground and made obeisance
to Aseneth, saying, "Have mercy on us, your servants, for you are our mistress
and queen, and [2] we have done you [3] a great wrong and our brother Joseph.
[4] 3. And now God has brought retribution on us: we pray you, therefore,
have mercy on us, and deliver us from our brothers hands, [5] for they will
avenge the outrage done to you and their swords will be against us." 4. And
Aseneth said to them, "Take heart and do not be afraid, for [6] your brothers
are men who worship God, and do not repay evil for evil [7] to any man. [8] 5.
But retire to the woods until | can secure your pardon and mollify their wrath;
for what you have been trying to do to them isindeed no trifling matter. [9] 6.
Take heart, though, and do not be afraid, for the Lord will see justice done
between us." [10] 7. And Dan and Gad fled to the woods. 8. And behold, the
sons of Leah came, running like deersin pursuit of them; and Aseneth got
down from her chariot, and she greeted them with tears. 9. And they made
obeisance to her on the ground and wept aloud; and they asked about their
brothers, the maidservants sons, intending to kill them. 10. And Aseneth said
to them, " Spare you brothers and do them no harm, for the Lord has shielded
me and reduced the swords in their hands to dust, and they melted away like
wax before the fire. 11. Surely thisis enough for us that the Lord is fighting
for us: so [11] spare your brothers.” 12. And Simeon said to Aseneth, "Why
should our mistress [12] plead for her enemies? No! We will cut them down
[13] with our swords, because they have plotted evil against our father Israel
and against our brother Joseph [14] now on two occasions, [15] and they have
plotted against you to-day." 14. And Aseneth said to him, "No brother, you
must not repay evil for evil to your neighbour, [16] for the Lord will avenge
this outrage." 15. And after this[17] Simeon bowed to Aseneth; [18] and Levi
came to her, and he kissed her right hand and blessed her. [19] 16. Thus
Aseneth saved the men from their brothers wrath, so that they did not kill
them.

1. DG 'much afraid'.
2. your servants.. . . queen and = F (A): BD 'your servants, because’; Slav.
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‘our mistress.

3. D adds 'our lady'.

4. and. .. Joseph: Slav. om.

5. BD ‘from our brothers.

6. And. .. for =EG (A) Slav.: D 'And. . . them, Do not fear for'; B 'And
we know that'.

7. for evil: B om.

8. to any man: D om.

9. Lit. ‘for you have dared great things against them'.

10. Lit. 'between me and you' (= EA Slav.: BD 'between you').

11. Lit. ‘for therest'.

12. Lit. 'Why does our mistress speak'.

13. D adds'limb from limb'.

14. against our father . . . Joseph = Arm.: B ‘concerning our brother Joseph
and hisfather Isragl’; D ‘against our father Joseph'.

15. So DF (lit. 'now thistwice'): B om.

16. evil for . . . neighbour = BA: FG 'evil for evil'; D 'your neighbour evil'.
17. after this=B: D om.

18. So B (lit. 'Simeon greeted Aseneth’): D 'Aseneth greeted Simeon'.

19. and blessed her = B: D om.

Return to Chapter 28 | Return to top

XXIX. And Pharaoh's son lifted himself up from the ground and sat up; and
he spat blood from his mouth, because his blood was running from his temple
into [1] his mouth. 2. And Benjamin advanced upon him [2] and took hold of
his sword [3] and drew it from its scabbard (for Benjamin had no sword of his
own with him). 3. And as he was about to strike Pharaoh's son, Levi rushed up
and seized him by the hand and said, “"No brother, you must not do this, for we
are men who worship God, and it is not right for a man who worships God to
repay evil for evil, or to trample upon a man who has already fallen, or to
harry his enemy to death. 4. But come: let us bind up [4] his wound; and if he
lives, he will be our friend, and his father Pharaoh will be our father." 5. And
Levi raised Pharaoh's son up and washed the blood off his face and bound a
bandage round his wound; and he set him on his horse and took him to his
father. 6. And Levi told him everything that had happened. 7. And Pharaoh got
up [5] from his throne and made obeisance to Levi upon the ground. [6] 8. And
on the third day Pharaoh's son died from the wound of Benjamin's stone. [7] 9.
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And Pharaoh mourned for his eldest son, [8] and he was worn out with grief.
10. And Pharaoh [9] died at [10] the age of one hundred and nine; and he left
his crown [11] to Joseph. 11. And Joseph was king of Egypt for [10] forty-eight
years. 12. And after this Joseph gave the crown to Pharaoh's grandson; and
Joseph was like a father to him in Egypt.

1. Lit.'in'.

2. upon him = BFA: D om.

3. D adds 'to strike him'.

4. Lit. 'let us heal him from'.

5. BFGA: D 'And when Pharaoh heard he got up'.

6. B adds ‘and he blessed him'.

7. So BFG: D 'his wound which Benjamin gave him'.

8. for...son=BA: D 'and al the council of the palace'.
9.SoB Slav.: D 'he.

10. D adds "about'.

11. So BEGA: F 'the crown of his kingdom'’; D 'his dominion and his
crown'.

Return to Chapter 29 | Return to top
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Joseph and Aseneth

Joseph and Aseneth

Summary:

Joseph and Aseneth is a narrative describing the conversion
of Aseneth, the pagan wife of the patriarch Joseph. The story
IS set in Egypt when Joseph was gathering grainin
preparation for future famine. Aseneth, the daughter of
Pentephres the priest of Heliopolis, fallsin love with the
handsome Joseph. Joseph refuses to marry her because she
worships idols. Only after Aseneth repents of her idols and
converts to the worship of Joseph’s God do they marry and
conceive two sons. Joseph becomes the target of the envy of
Pharaoh’ s son, who enlists the aid of some of Joseph’s
brothers. But Joseph'’ s other brothers and God defend him.
During the conspiracy, both Pharaoh and his son die, leaving
Joseph to succeed to rule over al Egypt. The book's language
and imagery of conversion has many similarities to that used
In early Christianity.

Titles: Other titles of this book, from various manuscripts,
Include:

§ The Confession and Prayer of Aseneth, the daughter of
Pentephres, the Priest

§ The Wnholesome Narrative Concerning the Corn-Giving
of Joseph, the All-Fair, and Concerning Aseneth, and How
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God United Them
§ The History of Joseph the Just and Aseneth his Wife

Sour ces:
§ Aseneth is mentioned in Genesis 41:45, 41:50, and 46:20.
§ Thisbook attempts to explain and elaborate upon these
Old Testament passages.
§ Later Jewish sentiments considered exogamous marriages
between Jews and pagans offensive.

Canonical Status. Old Testament Pseudepigrapha

Author: anonymous
§ Possibly Jews of Essene or Therapeutae sects
§ Possibly Egyptian Jews, with interpolations by
anonymous Christians
§ Possibly Christians

Date and Origin:

§ between the 18t century BC and early 2nd century AD
§ probably Egypt

Original Language:

§ Originally written in Greek

http://wesley.nnu.edu/noncanon/summaries/aseneth-notes.htm (2 of 3) [20/07/2004 11:18:37 p.m.]



Joseph and Aseneth

§ Versions are extant in Armenian, Slavonic, Latin, Middle
English, and Syriac
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THE BOOK OF JUBILEES

From " The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament”
R.H. Charles
Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1913

INTRODUCTION

1. SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE BOOK.

The Book of Jubileesisin certain limited aspects the most important book in this volume for the student
of religion. Without it we could of course have inferred from Ezra and Nehemiah, the Priests Code, and
the later chapters of Zechariah the supreme position that the law had achieved in Judaism, but without
Jubilees we could hardly have imagined such an absolute supremacy as finds expression in this book.
This absolute supremacy of the law carried with it, as we have seen in the General Introduction, the
suppression of prophecy -at all events of the open exercise of the prophetic gifts. And yet these gifts
persisted during all the so-called centuries of silence-from Malachi down to N.T. times, but owing to the
fatal incubus of the law these gifts could not find expression save in pseudepigraphic literature. Thus
Jubilees represents the triumph of the movement, which had been at work for the past three centuries or
more.

And yet this most triumphant manifesto of legalism contained within its pages the element that was
destined to dispute its supremacy and finally to reduce the law to the wholly secondary position that
alone it could rightly claim. This element of course is apocalyptic, which was the source of the higher
theology in Judaism, and subsequently was the parent of Christianity, wherein apocalyptic ceased to be
pseudonymous and became one with prophecy.

The Book of Jubilees was written in Hebrew by a Pharisee between the year of the accession of Hyrcanus
to the high priesthood in 135 and his breach with the Pharisees some years before his death in 105 B.C. It
is the most advanced pre-Christian representative of the midrashic tendency, which has already been at
work in the Old Testament Chronicles. Asthe Chronicler had rewritten the history of Israel and Judah
from the basis of the Priests' Code, so our author re-edited from the Pharisaic standpoint of his time the
history of events from the creation to the publication, or, according to the author's view, the republication
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of the law on Sinai. In the course of re-editing he incorporated alarge body of traditional lore, which the
midrashic process had put at his disposal, and aso not afew fresh legal enactments that the exigencies of
the past had called forth. His work constitutes an enlarged Targum on Genesis and Exodus, in which
difficultiesin the biblical narrative are solved, gaps supplied, dogmatically offensive elements removed,
and the genuine spirit of later Judaism infused into the primitive history of the world. His object was to
defend Judaism against the attacks of the hellenistic spirit that had been in the ascendant one generation
earlier and was still powerful, and to prove that the law was of everlasting validity. From our author's
contentions and his embittered attacks on the paganisers and apostates, we may infer that Hellenism had
urged that the levitical ordinances of the law were only of transitory significance, that they had not been
observed by the founders of the nation, and that the time had now come for them to be swept away, and
for Isragl to take its place in the brotherhood of the nations. Our author regarded all such views as fatal to
the very existence of Jewish religion and nationality. But it is not as such that he assailed them, but on
the ground of their falsehood. The law, he teaches, is of everlasting validity. Though revealed in time it
was superior to time. Before it had been made known in gundry portions to the fathers it had been kept in
heaven by the angels, and to its observance henceforward there was no limit in time or in eternity.

Writing in the palmiest days of the Maccabean dominion,in the high-priesthood of John Hyrcanus,
looked for the immediate advent of the Messianic kingdom. This kingdom was to be ruled over by a
Messiah sprung, not from Levi -that is, from the Maccabean family, as some of his contemporaries
expected- but from Judah. This kingdom would be gradually realized on earth, and the transformation of
physical nature would go hand in hand with the ethical transformation of man till there was a new heaven
and anew earth. Thus, finaly, al sin and pain would disappear and men would live to the age of 1,000
yearsin happiness and peace, and after death enjoy a blessed immortality in the spirit world.

2. VARIOUSTITLES OF THE BOOK.

Our book was known by two distinct titles even in Hebrew. (a) Jubilees
(b) The Little Genesis

(c) Apocalypse of Moses and other alleged names of the book.

(@) Jubilees. This appears from Epiphanius (Haer. xxxix. 6) to have been its usual designation. It isfound
also in the Syriac Fragment entitled ‘Names of the Wives of the Patriarchs according to the Hebrew Book
of Jubilees,' first published by Ceriani, Mon. sacra et profana, ii. 1.9-10, and reprinted by the present
writer in his edition of The Ethiopic Version of the Hebrew Book of Jubilees. This name admirably
describes the book, asit divides into jubilee periods of forty-nine years each the history of the world from
the creation to the legislation on Sinai. The writer pursues a perfectly symmetrical development of the
heptadic system. Isragl enters Canaan at the close of the fiftieth jubilee, i.e. 2450.

(b) The Little Genesis. The epithet 'little’ does not refer to the extent of the book, for it islarger than the
canonical Genesis, but to its character. It deals more fully with details than the biblical work. The
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Hebrew title was variously rendered in Greek. 1 [(Gk.) he lepte Genesis (or Lepte Genesis)] asin
Epiphanius, Syncellus, Zonaras, Glycas. 2 [(GK.) he Leptogenesis] in Didymus of Alexandriaand in
Latin writers, as we may infer from the Decree of Gelasius. 3 [Gk.) ta lepta geneseos| in Syncellus. 4
[(Gk.) Mikrogenesis] in Jerome, who was acquainted with the Hebrew original.

(c) 1 The Apocalypse of Moses.

2 The Testament of Moses.

3 The Book of Adam's Daughters.
4 The Life of Adam.

1 The Apocalypse of Moses. Thistitle had some currency in the time of Synceflus (seei. 5, 49). It forms
an appropriate designation since it makes Moses the recipient of al the disclosuresin the book. 2 The
Testament of Moses. Thistitleis found in the Catena of Nicephorus, i. 175, where it precedes a quotation
from x. 21 of our book. It has, however, nothing to do with the Testament of Moses, which has become
universally known under the wrong title -the Assumption of Moses. Ronsch and other scholars formerly
sought to identify Jubilees with this second Testament of Moses, but thisidentification is shown to be
impossible by the fact that in the Stichometry of Nicephorus 4,300 stichoi are assigned to Jubilees and
only 1100 to this Testament of Moses. On the probability of a Testament of Moses having beenin

Book of Adam's Daughters. This book is identified with Jubileesin the Decree of Gelasius, but it
probably consisted merely of certain excerpts from Jubilees dealing with the names and histories of the
women mentioned in it. Such a collection, as we have already seen, existsin Syriac, and its Greek
prototype was used by the scribe of the LXX MS. n0.135 in Holmes and Parsons' edition. 4 The Life of
Adam. Thistitleisfound in Syncellusi. 7-9. It seems to have been an enlarged edition of the portion of
Jubilees, which dealt with the life of Adam.

3. THE ETHIOPIC MSS.

There are four Ethiopic MSS,, ab c d, the first and fourth of which belong to the National Library in
Paris, the second to the British Museum, and the third to the University Library at Tubingen. Of theseab
(of the fifteenth and sixteenth century respectively) are the most trustworthy, though they cannot be
followed exclusively. In a, furthermore, the readings of the Ethiopic version of Genesis have replaced the
original against bed iniii. 4, 6, 7, 19, 29; iv. 4, 8, &c. For afull description of these MSS. the reader can
consult Charles's Ethiopic Version of the Hebrew Book of Jubilees, pp. xii seqq.

4. THE ANCIENT VERSIONS-GREEK, ETHIOPIC, LATIN, SYRIAC.
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(8) The Greek Version islost save for some fragments which survive in Epiphanius [(Gk.) peri Metron
kai Stathmon] (ed. Dindorf, val. iv. 27-8). This fragment, which consists of ii. 2-21, is published with
critical notesin Charles's edition of the Ethiopic text. Other fragments of this version are preserved in
Justin Martyr, Origen, Diodorus of Antioch, Isidore of Alexandria, Isidore of Seville, Eutychius,
Patriarch of Alexandria, John of Maaa, Syncellus, Cedrenus. Syncellus attributes to the Canonical
Genesis statements derived from our text. Thisversion is the parent of the Ethiopic and Latin Versions.

(b) The Ethiopic Version. Thisversion is most accurate and trustworthy and indeed as arule servilely
literal. It has, of course, suffered from the corruptions naturally incident to transmission through M SS.
Thus dittographies are frequent and lacunae are of occasiona occurrence, but the version is singularly
free from the glosses and corrections of unscrupul ous scribes, though the temptation must have been
great to bring it into accord with the Ethiopic version of Genesis. To this source, indeed, we must trace a
few perversions of the text: 'my wife' iniii. 6 instead of 'wife'; xv 12; xvii. 12 (‘her bottl€' instead of 'the
bottl€); xxiv. 19 (where the words ‘awell' are not found in the Latin version of Jubilees, nor in the Mass.,,
Sam., LXX, Syr., and Vulg. of Gen. xxvi. 19). In the above passages the whole version is influenced, but
in amuch greater degree has this influence operated on MS. a. Thusiniii. 4, 6, 7, 19, 29, iv. 4, 8, v.3, vi.
9, &c., the readings of the Ethiopic version of Genesis have replaced the original text. In the case of b
there appears to be only one instance of this nature in xv. 15 (see Charles's Text, pp. xii seqq.).

For instances of corruption native to this version, see Charlesoniii. 2, 7, 21, vi. 21, vii. 22, X. 6, 21, Xvi.
18, xxiv. 20, 29, xxXi. 2, XxxxiX. 4, xli. 15, xlv. 4, xlviii. 6.

(c) The Latin Version. This version, of which about one-fourth has been preserved, was first published by
Ceriani in his Monnmenta sacra et profana, 1861, tom. i. fase. i. 15-62. It contains the following sections:
xiii. 10b-21; xv. 20b-31&; xvi. 5b-xvii. 6a; xviii. 10b-xix. 25; xX. 5b-xxi. 10a; xxii. 2-19a; xxiii. 8b-23a;
XXIV. 13-xxv. 1a; xxvi. 8b-23a; xxvii. 11b-24a; xxviii. 16b-27a; xxiX. 8b-xxxi. 1la; xxxi. 9b-1 8, 29b-32;
XXXil. 1-8a, 18b-xxxiii. 9a, 18b-xxxiv. 5a; xxxv. 3b-12a; xxxvi. 20b-xxxvii. 5a; xxxviii. 1b-16a; xxxix. 9-
xI. 8a; xli. 6b-18; xlii. 2b-144a; xlv. 8-xlvi. 1, 12-xlviii. 5; xlix. 7b-22. This version was next edited by
Ronsch in 1874, Das Buch der Fubilaen . . . unter Befugung des revidirten Textesder . . . lateinisehen
Fragmente. Thiswork attests enormous industry and great learning, but is deficient in judgement and
critical acumen. Ronsch was of opinion that this Latin version was made in Egypt or its neighbourhood
by a Palestinian Jew about the middle of the fifth century (pp.459-60). In 1895 Charles edited this text
afresh in conjunction with the Ethiopic in the Oxford Anecdota (The Ethiopic Version of the Hebrew
Book of Jubilees). To thiswork and that of Ronsch above the reader must be referred for afuller
treatment of this subject. Here we may draw attention to the following points. Thisversion, whereit is
preserved, is amost of equal value with the Ethiopic. It has, however, suffered more at the hands of
correctors. Thusit has been corrected in conformity with the LXX in xlvi. 14, where it adds 'et Oon'
against all other authorities. The Ethiopic version of Exod. i. 11 might have been expected to bring about
this addition in our Ethiopic text, but it did not. Two similar instances will be found in xvii. 5, xxiv. 20.
Again the Latin version seems to have been influenced by the Vulgate in xxix. 13. xlii. Il (canos meos
where our Ethiopic text = [(Gk.) mou to geras] asin LXX of Gen. xlii. 38); and probably also in xlvii. 7,
8, and certainly in xlv. 12, where it reads 'in tota terra for 'in terra. Of course there is the possibility that
the Latin has reproduced faithfully the Greek and that the Greek was faulty; or in case it was correct, that
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it was the Greek presupposed by our Ethiopic version that was at fault.

Two other passages are deserving of attention, xix. 14 and xxxix. 13. In the former the Latin version ‘et
creverunt et iuvenes facti sunt' agrees with the Ethiopic version of Gen. xxv. 27 against the Ethiopic
version of Jubilees and all other authorities on Gen. xxv. 27. Here the peculiar reading can be best
explained as having originated in the Greek. In the second passage, the clause '‘eorum quae fiebant in
carcere' agrees with the Ethiopic version of Gen. xxxix. 23 against the Ethiopic version of Jubilees and

all other authorities on Gen. xxxix. 23. On the other hand, thereisalarge array of passages in which the
Latin version preserves the true text over against corruptions or omissions in the Ethiopic version: cf. xvi.
16, xix. 5, 10, 11, xx. 6, 10, xxi. 3, xxii. 3, &c. (see my Text, p. xvi).

(d) The Syriac Version. The evidence as to the existence of a Syriac is not conclusive. It is based on the
fact that a British Museum MS. (Add. 12154, fol. 180) contains a Syriac fragment entitled, Names of the
Wives of the Patriarchs according to the Hebrew Book called Jubilees.’ It was first published by Ceriani
in his Monumeitta Sacra, 1861, torn. ii. fasc. i. 9-10, and reprinted by Charles as Appendix I11 to his Text
of Jubilees (p. 183).

5. THE ETHIOPIC AND LATIN VERSIONS-TRANSLATIONS FROM THE GREEK.

Like all the biblical literature in Ethiopic, Jubilees was trand ated into Ethiopic from the Greek. Greek
words such as [drus, balanos, lips, schinos, pharaggs, &c., are trandliterated into Ethiopic. Secondly,
many passages must be retranglated into Greek before we can discover the source of their corruptions.
And finaly, many names are trandliterated as they appear in Greek and not in Hebrew.

That the Latin is derived directly from the Greek is no less obvious. Thusin xxxix. 12 [(Lt.) timoris =
(Gk.) deilias], a corruption of douleias; in xxxviii. 13 [(Lt.) honorem = (Gk.) timen], which should have
been rendered by (Lt.) tributum. Another class of mistranslations may be seen in passages where the
Greek articleisrendered by the Latin demonstrative asin (Lt.) huius Abrahae xxix. i6, huic Istragl xxxi.
15. Other evidence pointing in the same direction is to be found in the Greek constructions which have
been reproduced in the Latin; such as xvii. 3 (Lt.) mem or fuit sermones = (Gk.) hemnesthe tous logous:
inxv. 22 (Lt.) consummavit loquens = (Gk.) Sunetelese lalon: in xxii. 8 (Lt.) 'in omnibus quibus dedisti'
= en pasin ois edokas.

6. THE GREEK-A TRANSLATION FROM THE HEBREW.

The early date of our book -the second century B.C.- and the fact that it was written in Palestine speak for
a Semitic original, and the evidence for such an original is conclusive. But the question at once arises,
was the original written in Hebrew or Aramaic? Certain proper namesin the Latin version ending in -in
seem to bespeak an Aramaic original, as Cettin xxiv. 28; Adurin xxxviii. 8,9; Filistin xxiv. 14-16. But
sincein all these cases the Ethiopic trandliterations end in -n and not in -nit is not improbable that this
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Aramaising in the Latin version is due to the translator, who, as Ronsch has concluded on other grounds,
was a Palestinian Jew. Again, in the list of the twelve trees suitable for burning on the altar some are
trandliterations of Aramaic names. But in alate Hebrew work -written at the close of the second century
B.C.- the popular names of such objects would naturally be used. Moreover, in certain cases the Hebrew
may have already been forgotten, or, when the tree had been lately introduced, been non-existent.

But the arguments for a Hebrew original are many and weighty. (1) A work which claims to be from the
hand of Moses would naturally be written in Hebrew; for Hebrew, according to our author, was the
sacred and national language, xii. 25-6; xliii. 15. (2) Therevival of the national spirit is, so far aswe
know, accompanied by arevival of the national language. (3) The existing text must be retranslated into
Hebrew in order to explain unintelligible expressions and restore the true text. Thus (Ar.) la'elgain xliii.
11 = (Gk.) en emoi; which isamistrandation in this context of (Hb.); for (Hb.) here = (Gk.) deomai,
‘pray, asin Gen. xliv. 18. In xlvii. 9 the text = (Lt.) 'domum (= Hb. ) Faraonis, but the context demands
(Lt.) 'filiam (= Hb.) Faraonis,though here the argument is not conclusive, since (Hb.) might have been
corruptly written for (Hb.) which in Aramaic = 'daughter’. Again in xxxvi. 10 (cp. also xxxiX. 6) the text
= (Gk.) ouk anabesetai (= jaarg) (Gk.) eisto biblion tes zoes. But jaarg must = 'will be recorded'. Now
this meaning is unattested elsewhere in Ethiopic, but the difficulty is solved when we find that it isa
Hebrew idiom: see | Chron. xxvii. 24, 2 Chron. xx. 34. (4) Many paronomasi ae discover themselves on
retranglation into Hebrew, asiniv. 9 thereis aplay on the name Enoch, iniv. 15 on Jared, in viii. 8 on
Peleg, &c. (5) Many passages are preserved in Rabbinic writings, and the book has much matter in
common with the Testaments xii Patriarchs, ‘which was written about the same date in Hebrew. Both
books, in fact, use a chronology peculiar to themselves. (6) Fragments of the original Hebrew text or of
the sources used by its author are to be found in the Book of Noah and the Midrasch Wajjisau in
Jellinek's Beth-ha-Midrasch, iii. 155-6, 3-5, reprinted in Charles's edition of the Ethiopic text on pp. 179-
81.

7. TEXTUAL AFFINITIES.

A minute study of the text shows that it attests an independent form of the Hebrew text of Genesis and
the early chapters of Exodus. Thus it agrees with individual authorities such as the Samaritan or the
LXX, or the Syriac, or the Vulgate, or the Targum of Onkelos against al the rest. Or again it agrees with
two or more of these authorities in opposition to the rest, as for instance with the Massoretic and
Samaritan against the LXX, Syriac and Vulgate, or with the Massoretic and Onkelos against the
Samaritan, LXX, Syriac, and Vulgate, or with the Massoretic, Samaritan and Syriac against the LXX or
Vulgate. But the reader must here be referred to Charles's Book of Jubilees (pp. xxxiii--xxxix) for afull
classification of these instances. A study of these phenomena proves that our book represents some form
of the Hebrew text midway between the forms presupposed by the L XX and the Syriac; for it agrees
more frequently with the LX X, or with combinations into which the LXX enters, than with any other
single authority. Next to the LXX it agrees most often with the Syriac or with combinations into which
the Syriac enters. On the other hand, its independence of the LXX is shown by alarge array of readings,
where it has the support of the Samaritan and Massoretic, or of these with various combinations of the
Syriac, Vulgate and Onkelos. From these and like considerations we may conclude that the textual
evidence points to the composition of our book at some period between 250 B.C. and 100 A.D. and at a
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time nearer the earlier date than the latter. 4

8. THE VALUE OF THE BOOK OF JUBILEESIN THE CRITICISM OF THE MASSORETIC TEXT
OF THE BOOK OF GENESIS.

From a study of the facts which are referred to in the preceding Section it will be clear that before and
after the Christian era the Hebrew text did not possess any hard and fast tradition. It will further be
obvious that the Massoretic form of this text, which has so long been generally as conservative of the
most ancient tradition and as therefore final, is after all only one of many phases through which the text
passed in the process of over 1,000 years, ie. 400 B.C. till A.D. 600, or thereabouts.

Aswe pursue the examination of the materials just mentioned we shall see grounds for regarding the
Massoretic text as the result partly of conscious recension and partly of unconscious change extending
over many centuries. How this process affected the text in the centuries immediately preceding and
subsequent to the Christian era, we have some means of determining in the Hebrew-Samaritan text
which, however much it may have been tampered with on religious or polemical grounds, still preserves
In many cases the older reading, even asit preserves the older of the alphabet. Next we have the LXX of
the Pentateuch, to which we may assign the date 200 B.C.; next the Book of Jubilees just before the
Christian era; the Syriac Pentateuch before A.D. 100; the Vulgate of the fourth century; the Targums of
Onkelos and Ps.-Jon. in their present form A.D. 300-600.

We have above remarked that the evidence of 6 shows that the Massoretic text is only one of the phases
through which the Hebrew text has passed; and if we consider afresh the materials of evidence suggested
in that Section in connexion with their dates, and given in some fullness in the Introductions to Charles's
Text and Commentary, we shall discover that in some respectsit is one of the latest phases of the Hebrew
Pentateuch that has been stereotyped by Jewish scholars in the Massoretic text.

This conclusion will tally perfectly with the tradition that all existing Massoretic MSS. are derived in the
main from one archetype, i.e. the Hebrew Codex left behind him by Ben Asher, who lived in the tenth
century, and whose family had lived at Tiberiasin the eighth.

We shall now proceed to give alist of readings in the Massoretic text which should be corrected into
accord with the readings attested by such great authorities as the Sam., LXX, Jub., Syr., Vulg.

The following list was published in Charles's Ethiopic Version of the Hebrew Book of Jubileesin 1895.
More than two-thirds of the emendations of the Book of Genesis here suggested were subsequently
accepted independently, on the evidence of the Sam., LXX, Syr., Vulg., without a knowledge of Jubilees,
by C.J. Ball in his edition of the Hebrew Text of Genesis, 1896, by Kittel in his edition of the Hebrew
Text of Genesis, 1905, and more than half in the recent Commentary of Gunkel.
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[What follows contains many phrases written in Hebrew. At the time of scanning there was not an
accessible means to accurately reproduce the Hebrew script. If thisinformation is desired please see Mr.
Charles book.]

9. DATE OF (a) THE ORIGINAL TEXT AND (b) OF THE VERSIONS.

(@) Jubilees was written between 153 B.C. and the year of Hyrcanus' breach with the Pharisees. (1) It was
written during the pontificate of the Maccabean family, and not earlier than 155 B.C., when this office
was assumed by Jonathan the Maccabee. For in xxxii. 1, Levi is caled a'priest of the Most High God.'
Now the only Jewish high-priests who bore this title were the M accabean, who appear to have assumed it
as reviving the order of Melchizedek when they displaced the Zadokite order of Aaron. Despite the
objections of the Pharisees, it was used by the Maccabean princes down to Hyrcanus 11 (Jos. Ant. xvi.
6.2). (2) It was written before 96 B.C.; for since our author was of the strictest sect a Pharisee and at the
same time an upholder of the Maccabean pontificate, Jubilees cannot have been written later than 96,
when the Pharisees and Alexander Jannaeus were openly engaged in mortal strife. (3) It was written
before the public breach between Hyrcanus and the Pharisees when Hyrcanus joined the Sadducean
party. As Hyrcanus died in 105, our book was written between 153 and 105.

But it is possible to define these limits more closely. The book presupposes as its historical background
the most flourishing period of the Maccabean hegemony -such as that under Simon and Hyrcanus. The
conguest of Edom, which was achieved by the latter, isreferred to in xxxviii. 14. Again our text reflects
accurately the intense hatred of Judah towards the Philistines in the second century B.C. It declares that
they will fall into the hands of the righteous nation, and we learn from | Macc. and Josephus that Ashdod
and Gaza were destroyed by Hyrcanus and Alexander Jannaeus respectively. But it isin the destruction
of Samaria, which is adumbrated in the destruction of Shechem, xxx. 4-6, that we are to look for the true
terminus a quo. Now all accounts agree in representing the destruction of Samaria as effected by
Hyrcanus about four years before his death. Hence we conclude that Jubilees was written between 109
and 105 B.C.

Many other phenomena point to the second-century origin of our book, which are given in Charles's
edition, pp. Iviii-Ixvi. Amongst these we might mention the currency of older and severer forms of the
hal acha than prevailed in the rabbinical schools, or were registered in the Mishnah. The severe halacha
regarding the sabbath in 1.8, 12, were indubitably in force in the second century B.C., if not earlier, but
were afterwards mitigated by the Mishnah and later Judaism. Again the strict halachain xv. 14 regarding
circumcision on the eighth day was a current, probably the current, view in the second century B.C. and
earlier, since it has the support of the Samaritan text and the LXX. This strict law was subsequently
relaxed in the Mishnah. In xxxii. 15 the severe law of tithing found in Lev. xxvii. 15 is enforced, but
rabbinic tradition sought to weaken the statement. As regards the halachalaid down in iii. 31 regarding
the duty of covering one's shame, it is highly probable that such a halacha did exist in the second century
B.C., when Judaism was protesting against the exposure of the person in the Greek games. See alsoiii. 8-
14 notes and xx. 4 note.
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Other cases of strict rules afterwards relaxed are the limitation of trees for use with burnt offerings (see
xxi. 12-15 notes), the restriction of the eating of the passover to the court of the Lords house (see xlix. 20
note), the close adherence to the exacting demand of Lev. xix. 24 that the fourth year's fruit should be
holy (see vii. 36 notes), though here we have a variant reading. Note that the rest of the firstfruits belong
to the priests, who are to eat them 'before the altar.” On the other hand, the thank-offeringsin xxi. 8-10 do
not belong to the priest. The computation of the Feast of Weeks is different from the later prevalent
Pharisaic reckoning (see xv. 1 note; xvi. 13, xliv. 4-5), while the account of the Feast of Tabernaclesin
xvi. 21-31 is peculiar to Jubilees.

Finally, we might draw attention to the fact that the Pharisaic regulation about pouring water on the altar
(Jer. Sukk. iv. 6; Sukk. 44a) at the feast of tabernacles appears to have been unknown to him. We know
that the attempt of the Pharisees to enforce its adoption on Alexander Jannaeus resulted in a massacre of
the former. Attention might also be drawn to the fact that the Priests and Levites still numbered in their
ranks, as in the days of the author of Chronicles, the masters of the schools and the men of learning, and
that these positions were not filled as in the days of Shammai and Hillel by men drawn from the laity.
Thisinference isto be deduced from the fact that the Levites are represented as the guardians of the
sacred books and of the secret lore transmitted from the worthies of old time (x. 4, xIv. 16).

(b) Date of the Ethiopic and Latin Versions. There is no evidence for determining the exact date of the
Ethiopic version, but since it was practically regarded as a canonical book it was probably made in the
sixth century. Ronsch, as we have already pointed out in 4, gives some evidence for regarding the Latin
version as made in the fifth century.

10 JUBILEES FROM ONE AUTHOR BUT BASED ON EASTERN BOOKS AND TRADITIONS.

Our book is the work of one author, but islargely based on earlier books and traditions. The narrative of
Genesis forms of course the bulk of the book, but much that is characteristic in it is due to his use of
many pseudepigraphic and ancient traditions