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Slave Rebellion and Consequences 
 
Teacher:  
Mike Meyer 
 
Lesson Title:   
Slavery Rebellion and Consequences 
 
Grade Level:  
Eighth Grade 
 
Lesson Time Length:  
As a part of a multi-lesson unit on slavery, 3-4 class periods. 

Big Idea:  
Students will explore the consequences of rebellion amongst slaves in the United States. 

Lesson Abstract:  
This lesson is designed to give students a personal connection to the causes of rebellion, methods 
of control used by white owners and the punishments employed by owners for rebellious slaves.  
Students will use a variety of primary source documents and internet to examine key elements of 
the topic. 

Lesson Background and Context:  
The enslavement of Africans in North America marked a new twist in the peculiar institution of 
slavery.  For the first time people became marked as non-human likening slaves with animal 
livestock.  This type of thinking led to slave owners to develop a systematic approach to the 
“breaking” and “making” of slaves.  The more humanity that could be stripped away from the 
slave, the easier it was to control their behavior, reproduction, and work habits.  This was indeed 
the first goal of American slavery.   

Although the authenticity is in question, documents such as the “Willie Lynch Letters” of 1712, 
encapsulates the thinking of the time.  The amount of detail put into the work (breaking the 
women, marriage, language, etc.) shows just how serious whites were at making the most profit 
out of slavery.  Further documents of the time, such as “The Pro-Slavery Religion of the South” 
of 1860 that used biblical scripture to justify slavery, helped to gain a wider acceptance of 
slavery in America. 

Standards Alignment: 
 
(G4.2-3) 

 analyzes push-pull factors including economic, political, and social factors that contribute 
to human migration and settlement in United States (e.g., economic: availability of 
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natural resources, job opportunities created by technology; political: Jim Crow laws, 
freestaters; social factors: religious, ethnic discrimination). 

 
 compares cultural elements that created the distinctive cultural landscapes during the Civil 

War (e.g., technology, crops, housing types, agricultural methods, settlement patterns). 
 
 
(H2.4-6)  

 explains the issues that led to the Civil War (e.g., slavery, economics, and state’s rights). 
 describes the turning points of the Civil War (e.g., Antietam, Gettysburg, Emancipation 

Proclamation, and Sherman’s March to the Sea). 
 compares and contrasts various points of views during the Civil War era (e.g., abolitionists 

vs. slaveholders, Robert E. Lee vs. Ulysses S. Grant, Abraham Lincoln vs. Jefferson 
Davis, and Harriett Beecher Stowe vs. Mary Chestnut). 

 
Objectives: 
 
Know: 
• The that slaves were equated with livestock and “non-human” 
• The reasons for rebellion/running away amongst slaves. 
• The methods used by white slave-owners to control slaves. 

 
Do: 
•  Analyze primary source documents 
• Respond to questions (verbally and written) 
 
 
Teaching Materials: 
“Roots” DVD  
“Willie Lynch” Wordle  
Slave Shackles 
Bull Whip 
 
Computer with internet 
Projector 
 
Vocabulary: 
Chattel  
Slave Codes 
Revolt 
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Lesson Implementation and Procedures: 
 
Opening Activity:   
 

Activity 1—Wordle “Willie Lynch” letter 

http://www.wordle.net/show/wrdl/4787607/Willie_Lynch_letter_part_1  

• Examine and evaluate the themes and messages found in the Wordle. 
• Discuss with table partners and then report to the class.  Write reports on 

whiteboard. 
 

Activity 2—“Roots” scene—Kunta Kinte is being whipped for running away and is being 
told to say his name is “Toby”.  
 

• If you have someone who knows how to use a bullwhip, as I did, ask them to come and 
crack the whip during the scene.  Be sure to ask permission first. 

 

Written Response—discuss after  

a. Why bring the other slaves outside to watch? 

b. Why did Kunta/Toby want to keep his name? 

c. What was the final outcome of the beating? 

d. How did the actual whip sound affect your thinking? 

Activity 3—Journal Activity  
 

a. Reasons to Rebel/Run—bullet points for each section 

b. Consequences/Punishment—bullet points for each section 

 
Activity 4—Document Analysis—“Willie Lynch Letters” 
 
Using the document summarizer, I took different sections of the letter and assigned each to a 
student (or partners would work).  They identified key words and then re-wrote in their own 
words from a first-person perspective which was then shared with the rest of the class. 
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Technology Integration: 
 

• Various websites 
http://www.finalcall.com/artman/publish/Perspectives_1/Willie_Lynch_letter_The_Maki
ng_of_a_Slave.shtml  
 

 
Evaluation and Assessment: 

• Written journal responses 
• Document analysis 

 
 
Extension and Enrichment: 
 
Activity 1—Compare and contrast sections from the “Pro-Slavery Bible” 

• What viewpoints is the author trying to convey? 
 
 
Resources: 

• “Roots” DVD  
• Document Summarizer (Tim Bailey)—I created my own version based on Tim’s.   
• I have attached pictures that I took of actual documents from Johns Hopkins University.  I 

have not since been able to locate any online copies.   
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