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Overview of Policy Requirements

Figure adapted from “The RTI Approach to Evaluating Learning 
Disabilities,” by J. Kovaleski, A. VanDerHeyden and E. Shapiro, 2013.



Existing Requirement - Delineated for 2020 

IDEA Requirement:
Data-based documentation of repeated assessments of 
achievement at reasonable intervals, reflecting formal 
assessment of student progress during instruction, 
which was provided to the child’s parents. 300.309 (3)(b)(2)

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1gvapzs2Zsb6f2OQFQ8tshnQlTM61rnTN
https://ec.ncpublicschools.gov/2020PolicyAddendum.pdf




Ensure the instruction 
and intervention 

provided is working.

Why progress monitor?



Measure student 
growth over time.

Are we closing the 
gap?

Why progress monitor?



Measure a student 
and/or a group 

response to 
intervention and 

instruction to 
inform instruction.

Why progress monitor?



Progress Monitoring of 
Interventions

https://www.livebinders.com/play/play/2052295?tabid=896e9472-f140-bb29-d09c-6bb888495e51
https://www.livebinders.com/play/play/2052295?tabid=896e9472-f140-bb29-d09c-6bb888495e51


“Understanding the 
student’s rate of growth 

relative to the rate of 
growth needed for long 

term academic success is 
the essence of determining 

whether the student has 
responded to instruction 

and intervention.”
Kovaleski, J., VanDerHeyden, A., and Shapiro, E. (2013). 

The RTI Approach to Evaluating Learning Disabilities,



“When provided with high-quality core 
instruction that a majority of students are 
responding to and evidence-based 
intervention(s) matched to areas of need, the 
child demonstrates either a lack of response 
to instruction and intervention or is 
responding at a rate that is insufficient to 
reduce their risk of failure after an 
appropriate period of time.” 

NC 1503-2.5 (d)(11)(ii)(C)

Defining Insufficient Progress



a

C4 evaluation question:

Is rate of 
progress = 0, 

or, insufficient 
to reduce risk 
of academic 

failure?



Measuring Response to Instruction: 
Growth over time, across measures

• What is the student’s response to overall 
instruction?

• What is the student’s response to 
intervention?

• If progressing, is generalization of skills 
occurring to grade level standards?



Curriculum Based 
Measures

Informal 
assessments and 
anecdotal data

Intervention 
embedded 

assessments

Computer 
Adaptive Testing



Rate of Improvement (ROI)

● Indicates change over time

● Used as a measure of skills such as reading, 
spelling, math, early numeracy and 
behavior

● Curriculum-based measurement (CBM)

● Computer-adaptive testing (CAT)

What is it? 

What is the 
purpose?

What are the 
best tools to 
use?

● Aids in determining the pace at which a 
student is anticipated to show improvement

● Used to determine effectiveness of an 
intervention



Screencast

https://youtu.be/rTtof50XAOU
https://www.livebinders.com/play/play/2052295?tabid=896e9472-f140-bb29-d09c-6bb888495e51


Convergence of Data from Multiple Sources

Rule out as 

primary factors:

➢ Vision, hearing, 
motor disability

➢ Intellectual 
disability

➢ Emotional 
disturbance

➢ Cultural factors
➢ Environmental 

or economic 
influences

➢ Loss of 
instructional 
time

Rule out as 

determinant

factors:

➢ Lack of 
appropriate 
instruction in       
reading 
and/or math 
delivered by 
qualified 
personnel

➢ Limited 
English 
proficiency

Inadequate 

achievement:

➢ Does not meet 
age or grade 
level 
standards

➢When 
provided 
learning 
experiences 
and 
instruction 
appropriate 
for the child’s 
age or grade

Insufficient 

progress:

➢ Demonstrates 
lack of 
response to 
instruction/ 
intervention      
OR

➢ Responds at a 
rate 
insufficient to 
reduce risk 
over time

Adverse effect and requires special education

CRITERION 1 CRITERION 2 CRITERION 3 CRITERION 4

CRITERION 5

Figure adapted from “The RTI Approach to Evaluating Learning Disabilities,” 
by J. Kovaleski, A. VanDerHeyden and E. Shapiro, 2013.

Time series 
graphs do not 
replace sound 
professional 

judgment



USE this 
resource

MTSS Data 
Decision 

Rules
Guidance

https://www.livebinders.com/play/play/2052295?tabid=b13d9ca6-61c5-a00e-6d82-1d6a079f005b


Student Progress Documentation:

1) The type, intensity, and duration of identified instructional  
intervention(s)

2) The child’s rate of progress during the instructional
intervention(s);

3) A comparison of the child’s rate of progress to expected
rates of progress, including evidence that the intervention
yielded successful responses and outcomes for the
majority of other children receiving the intervention;  

4)  Progress monitoring on a schedule that:
• Allows a comparison of the child’s progress to the performance of peers;
• Is appropriate to the child’s age and grade placement;
• Is appropriate to the content monitored; and
• Allows for interpretation of the effectiveness of intervention

5)  Evidence that the intervention was implemented with 
fidelity.



https://www.livebinders.com/play/play/2052295?tabid=230b5273-ed16-40a0-5249-53d94312868c


“First, a professional judgment is data 
driven.  Neither bias nor tradition are 
reasons for judgment that are 
professional.  Data collected through the 
RtI-based process provide the foundation 
for this significant decision.”  

RtI Network - SLD Identification Toolkit
Referenced as: Kukic, personal communication, April 12 2014



“Second, a professional judgment is a 
competent application of the expertise, 
experience, and training of those making 
the judgment.  Commitment to 
collaborative problem-solving and 
optimism about student outcome gives 
the judgment the best chance of having a 
positive effect.”  

RtI Network - SLD Identification Toolkit
Referenced as: Kukic, personal communication, April 12 2014



"Third, and most importantly, a 
professional judgment is student-centered 
and not made based on the needs of the 
educators and/or parents.  Student-
centered judgments provide the best 
chance for improving educational 
outcomes.”

RtI Network - SLD Identification Toolkit
Referenced as: Kukic, personal communication, April 12 2014



Related Resources

IRIS Center Modules on Progress Monitoring
National Center on Intensive Intervention - PM Resources
NCDPI video Criterion 4
NC MTSS Comprehensive Assessment Guidelines
NC MTSS Data Decision Rules Guidance
NC MTSS Communication Brief: PM Interventions in an MTSS
OSEP 2011 RtI memo
Review and Planning Tool Criterion 4
RTI-Based SLD Identification Toolkit

https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/resources/iris-resource-locator/
https://intensiveintervention.org/search?keywords=progress+monitoring
https://youtu.be/ZtU-dW_FYFE
http://www.livebinders.com/play/play/2052295?tabid=896e9472-f140-bb29-d09c-6bb888495e51
http://www.livebinders.com/play/play/2052295?tabid=b13d9ca6-61c5-a00e-6d82-1d6a079f005b
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eguK_LiNARQK9obm-hgpjy7A0BO6cqv7/view
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/osep11-07rtimemo.pdf
http://www.livebinders.com/play/play/2052295?tabid=dd492e33-a20e-bbf6-e189-d509332b28b2
http://www.rtinetwork.org/toolkit

