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*officially called the “SS Master File”

What info 1s in SSDI?

Barebones, but can be very useful

% Index itself can supply information unknown to you

3 SSD Index contents:

* Birth date

* Month and year of death

* Name at death

® Social Security number (useful to ask for more information)
® State where SSN# was issued (youthful residence)

* Last residence, as determined by zip code of residence or zip code
where the death benefit was sent
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Social Security Death Index

# Index to deceased holders of Social Security Numbers
(SSN)

% Technically: index of terminated Social Security benefit
holders

% =Index of no-longer-current SSNs and holders
% A public record compiled by our federal government
% Computerization begins with about 1961/2 records

# Placed on-line by several entities starting in late 20th
century.

Usefulness

# Index can lead to information unknown to you

e Use date and residence of death to seek death
certificate, obit, cemetery record

e Use birth date & state of issue to seek birth
certificate, baptismal record, marriage and
children information, etc.

¥ If there is a case file associated with the SS recipient,
it is destroyed five years after the last benefit is
issued. This means that beyond the SS-7 application,
the SS "index" does not lead to any further
documentation that the genealogist can recover.



The Demise of the SSDI as a Geneaogy
Resource??

Abaut.com Genealogy

# Genealogy Learn How  Search Online = Share & Preserve

Genealogy Sites Pressured Into Follow me on:
Removing SSDI B —

By Kimberly Powell, About.com Guide December 16, 2011
My Bio | Headlines | Forum | E) RSS

In November, GenealogyBank removed social security numbers from ane of their popular free
databases, the U.S. Social Security Death Index, after two customers complained their privacy
was violated when the Social Security Administration falsely listed them as deceased. This week,
Ancestry.com followed suit, removing the entire free SSDI database (aka SSA's Death Master File)
which has been online at RootsWeb.com for over a decade. They also made changes to the SSDI
database behind their membership wall on Ancestry.com "due to sensitivities around the
information in this database,"” removing Social Security numbers from the results for individuals
who have died in the last 10 years.

The reasons for these changes began with a report following a Scripps Howard News Service
investigation in October 2011, that complained about
Ads individuals using Social Security Numbers for deceased

http://genealogy.about.com/b/2011/12/16/genealogy-sites-
pressured-into-removing-ssdi.htm

Read More

¥ Eastman’s Genealogy Newsletter by Dick Eastman
http://blog.eogn.com/eastmans_online_genealogy/2008/04/usi
ng-the-socia.html#more

¥ Ancestry: below the SSDI search box “About Social Security
Death Index”

# Family Search (Mormons): Wiki page --
https://www.familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Main_Page
Search for “SSDI,” choose “U.S. Social Security Records for
Genealogists”

¥ About.com -- older article, still useful: “Social Security
Sleuthing”
http://genealogy.about.com/library/authors/ucporterla.htm
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ROOTSWEB: SSDI withdrawn
-- a sign of current concerns
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Due to sensitivities around the information in this database, the Social Security Death Index collection is not
available on our free Rootsweb service but is accessible to search on Ancestry.com. Visit the Social Security Death
Index page to be directly connected to this collection

TO DO!!
If you have family who died 1961 or later
Who might be in the SSDI (i.e., received bengfits)

For whom you lack such info as
- SS#
- date of birth; residence in early life
- date of death; location of death

You should find that person in the SSDI NOW.
Next week or next month might be too late.

Ancestry.com Library Edition
has this database.



Where is the SSDI?

Offered free in numerous places
* Ancestry Library Edition: Ancestry.com
e http://familysearch.org From home page, Browse to United States records,
scroll to United States Social Security Death Index

* Family Tree Legends (software co. website)
http://www.familytreelegends.com/records/ssdi

* GenealogyBank (pay); SSDI free, weekly update http://www.genealogybank.com

* American Ancestors = New England Historical and Genealogical Society -
one of U.S. earliest, most significant genealogical societies
http://americanancestors.org -- constantly updated

* Now Removed & not available: Rootsweb refers you to Ancestry.com

*Some sites do not update SSDI more than every year or so

| Search - [ETEE from ancestry Library Edition
Census & Vaoter Lists First & Middle Mame(s) Last Name
Birth, Marriage & Death h |h'lllaynard | Lohehy

Page lools

Restrict ko exact « Restrict o exack +

Last Residence

& wiew printer-friendly view Record  Name Rirth Date Death Date ey, Erarmia, S )
Request copy of ariginal wigw Maynard T. Doherty 20 Jul 1909 May 1988 Park Ridge, Cook, Ilinois

application <uu— 200rd < —
A

Mame:  Maynard T. Doherty These racords may
Aick here 1or help generating a letter
SSH 343-08-7787 also be relevant
Last Residence: 60068 Park Ridge, Cook, Ilinois, United States of Americs 0 Maynard T.
Doherty:

Suggested Records

Born: 20 Jul 1909

Died: May 1988 Maynard Doherty
Cook County, Tlinois

State (vear) SSH Illinois (Before 1951) Death Tdex

ek 1903-1988
i . Mayhard Thomas
Source Citation: Number: 343-03-7787; Issue State: Jiinois; Issue Date: Before Dioh
1251, cherty
Cook County, Tlinois,
Source Information: Eirth Certificates
Ancestry.com. Secial Security Death fndex [database on-line]. Prova, UT, USA: Indey, 18711023

Ancestry.com Qperations Ing, 2011,
Original data: Social Security Administration. Sociad Security Death Index, Master

Fite. Social Security Administration. Maynard Doherty

1910 United States

Description: Federal Census
The Saocial Security Adrinistration Desth Master File contains information on

millions of deceased individuals with United States social security numbers whose Maynard Doherty
deaths were reported to the Social Security Administration. Birth years for the 1920 United States

individuals listed range from 1875 to last year. Information in these records

Federal Census
includes name, birth date, death date, and last known residence. Learn more...

© Spring 2012 Linda McMeniman and Tom Doherty
ALL Class site: http://udel.edu/~tdoherty/ssdil12s.pdf

Typical Record Example

NEALOGYBANK ...

HOME | ABOUTUS | SUBSCRIBI

Maynard T. Doherty: Social Security Death Index (SSDI) Death Record

Name: Maynard T. Doherty ) ) i
State oflssue:  lllinois Continue Discovering Your
Date of Birth: Tuesday July 20,1909 Family's Past

Date of Death: hiay 1988
Est Age at Death: 78 years, 9 maonths
Last known residence:

Use these links to continue exploring the
Doherty family history:

City Park Ridge o Doherty family ohituaries in Minois
Caunty: Cook R .

Ctater WNinais » Doherty family in Historical Mewspapers
ZIP Code: BO0GS ® Search all of GenealogyBank 1ar the
Latitude: 42.0122 Doherty family

Longitude:  -87.8435

from http://genealogybank.com

from ancestry Library Edition

Social Security Administration
Office of Earnings Operations
FOLA Workegroup

300 M. Greene Street

P.O. Box 33022

Baltimore, Maryland 21250

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request
Dear Freedom of Information Officer,

T am weriting this request under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 T.S.C. Section 552. [ hereby request a copy of the $5-5, Application
for Social Security Card, or a corresponding NUMIDENT printout (see below) for the following mdiwidual:

Doherty, Maynard
343-09-
Birth: 20 Jul 1909
Death: May 1988

This mdividual is deceased, having been histed m the Social Secunty Adminstration's Death Master File. T understand the fee for this
service is $27 for copy of original $5-5 application OR. $16 for copy of an abbreviated NUNMIDENT printout when the Social Security
Tumber is provided. I am requesting a (circle one: S5-5 copy OR Numnident printout) Included is a check for § made out to the
Secial Security Administration to cover any administrative costs required by this request.

Please respond to my request upon receipt of this initial correspondence. Thank you for your attention and assistance

Sincerely,



Family Tree Legends: http://www.familytreelegends.com/records/ssdi
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American Ancestors s e
New England Historic Genealogical Society - Founded 1845 GIVE

WHAT'SNEW v SEARCH~ RESO

Advanced Search New Search || & Hide Advanced

First Name Last Name () Use Soundex Year Range

edward - -TO-

Category Database [ Free only Record Type

Vital Records (incl. Bible, Cemetery, Church and S50}~ | | Social Security Death Index -| [an -
Country Province/County/State County/City/Town

Unizad States - | [Rew¥ark -]

Search Fields for Social Security Death Index

Search Tips
SEARCH SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBERS IN THE KEYWORD FIELD.
DO NOT USE DASHES. EX.: 12345678

SEARCH
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AMERICANANCESTORS.ORG (New England Historical
and Genealogical Society) (membership) --offers SSDI for
free

LOGIN | 3018 | PREX ACCOUNT § VISIT WEWGS | CONTACT US | TEXT SITE
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New England Historic Genealogical Society - Founded 1845 1 YR
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Congressional Action May Shut Public Access to SSDI in Near Future

The Legal Genealogist Gonsalogy. the aw and sa much moro

+ Too many district courts! The Legal ist on Radio —+

Search
SSDI: Genealogy’s Public Enemy No. 1
Posted an February 16, 2012 by Judy G. Russsil Recent Posts
Say hallo to the genealogical community's Public Enemy No. 1. America’s first POW camps

Protecting our own copyrights
DNA, Family and the 1940 Census
Rules of my road

To Leland, for natural love and
affection

The man pictured to the left is Michael J. Astrue, Commissioner of
Social Security. And he's out fo get us.

More specifically, he's out to get our access to the Social Security
Death Index (SSD1) and to the social security records that underiie the Recent Comments
index, such as all those wonderful $8-5 forms (applications for a Social
Security number) that we use all the time as evidence in place of the
birth records that — for most of two or three generations — just don't
existand the death records we're not allowed to see

Judy &. Russell on Protecting our
own copyrights
Gelia Lewis on Protecting our own

copyrights

Judy G. Russell on Protecting our
If you don't believe me that he's out to get us, take a gander at the own copyrights
video elip Michael John Neill has posted on his website RootDig.com, Elizabeth on Protecting our own
Astrue isn't bothered one bit about closing off records for 10 years_.. or copyrights
75 years. After all, he says, genealogists can get the Information they Debra Eddy on SSDI Call to Action!

http://www.legalgenealogist.com/blog/2012/02/16/ssdi-genealogys-public-enemy-no-1/




Part 2 of Social Security Research:
Send for a Person’s S.S. Application

Beyond the information in the index, you may learn more
from the person’s Social Security Application. (Until
recently, a new worker had to apply for an SS card.)

These applications contain much person information
--in particular, names of parents which may not be
obtainable in any other place.

Unfortunately, since at least November, the S.S.
Administration has redacted (blocked out) the names of
parents of any SS applicant born in the last 100 years on
the premise that the parents might still be alive. If you can
prove the parents are deceased, their names will not be
redacted.
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SSA site re history of the SS Application has a sample
blank form, and the instructions given to applicants:
http://www.ssa.gov/history/ssn/ss5.html

story Home This is an archival or historical document and may not reflect cumrent policies
or procedures
. Social Security Numbers
*" Employee SSN Application Form

NOTE: This form and the background information is NO LONGER VALID,
If you want & copy of the current application form and supporting material
IT15 AVAILABLE HERE.

U. 5. SOCIAL SECURITY ACT
___APPLICATION FOR ACCOUNT NUMBER #e

i o i

T vVOID - —

L e L i o

B, Towarary Regolotons mavie comedibion and rahen of thi lzem

TO EMPLOYEE
Fuend carsfully o/l imievctiems i this Folder behon workag b Bll et
10 your ool pomover act later thon Decembar 5, 1916,

In the words of the Social Security Administration:

”Please Note: We will not disclose information about
any person in our records who is under 120 years old,
except in those cases where we have acceptable proof of
death (e.g., death certificate, obituary, newspaper
article, or police report).

Also, under our current policy, we do not release the

parents’ names on an SS-5 application unless the

parents’ are proven deceased, have a birth date more

than 120 years ago, or the number holder on the SS-5 is

at least 100 years of age.”
A blogger comments: So, for example, if you wanted to obtain a copy of
the original SS-5 submitted by a person born in 1920, because you don’t
know anything about the person’s parents, you won’t be able to learn that
information because the SSA assumes the parents of that person are alive
and most likely over 113 years old!

Oldest person in U.S. would now be 119 (2010 data):
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of the verified oldest people




Mail request form for someone’s SS# Application is SSA- 711
The person’s SS# Application is his or her form SSA-7

*$27 if you know the SS#.

*$29 if they search by name (SS# unknown).

Go to SSAdmin site and read instructions:
Ihttp://WWW.ssa.qov/foia/htmI/foia quide.htm

SS Admin now has an on-line request system.

You can choose to order a photocopy of the full SS# application or
a computer extract [transcript] for less $. In cases where last
names may be often miswritten, ordering the copy is the better
choice -- except for the redaction issue.

Note: You can still order by mail, using check, Money Order or credit card.

Example SS# application
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Place of birth (City, county, state) ebst %com Library Edition has this database.

* Applicant's sign:
* Father's full name "regardless of whether living or dead”
* WMother's full name, including maiden name, “regardiess of whether living or dead"
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* Full name « Father's full name "regardless of whether living or dead"
¢ Full name at birth {including maiden name}s mother's full name, including maiden name, “regardless of whether living or dead"
* Present mailing address * Sex and race
o Age at last birthday » Ever applied for SS number/Railroad Retirement before? vesMNo
o s Current emp\nyer 's name and address
* Date of hirth -
.

A useful and up-to-date web page

for SS- 7 ordering how-tos

is at “Italian Genealogy Online”
http://www.angelfire.com/ok3/pearlsofwisdom/ssn

app_request.html

http://www. qu orq/rpac/sddl call-to-action-kit/

Federation of
Genealogical
Societies
(FGS)
Call to Action

E | [ v bys.ong
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v | (#]- "S5 Application” blank ¢

T oAwl 8 TRR B Amacan.com Gol sty [Jeke  » B3 Bookmarks - | — | -

Mission Statement

Recent Posts

RECORDS PRESERVATION AND ACCESS
COMMITTEE

A joiet committea of the Federation of Genealogical Societies, the Nations! Geneslogical Society, and the Intemationsl Association of
Mveish Garmalogienl Socstios

HOME ABOUTKREAC PUBLICATIONS HPACSTRATEGY SSDICALLTOACTION KIT  STATE LIAISONS

5501 Call to Actlon Kit
SSDI Call to Action Kit
Record Preservation and Access Committee

Your help is needed to help Save the Soclal Security Death Index
(SSD ) as an accessible resource for the genealogical community and
others, Here are ways that you can help:

1. Educate yourself on whr saving the 5501 is so important to
the genealogy communi

- Please sec the SSDI FAQ at hit

v, fgs. org ruu f2012/02/08
/ssdi-freque ud9s/

y-asked: 1n<a<?11" E2%:80%

- Watch the video of the 2 Feb H!:anng before the Social Security
Subﬂummlﬂee of the House Ways ealls Committes founc at

wibp:/fwaysandmeans.granicus.cem/MediaPlayer.ph
clip_id=133, For a glimgse u[ the Administratios ion of
geneslogical access to the SSDI, focus on the five minyte segm

seginning with Cungn-u.nmn Marchant's question to S5A i iioner
Astrue near minute 26 and ending with the completion of the
Commissioner’s answer to the Chalrman’s follow-up question at 31:00.
IF you are on the fence about signing the RPAC petition, this should be
required reading.

Pyiew_id=

- View the Got Threats to Access
videa at hitp://broadcast \ds.org/eleaming/FHD/Community
feniCommunitv/1an Meisels Alle




