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SSDI SSDI **

*officially called the “SS Master File”

Social Security Death IndexSocial Security Death Index
Index to deceased holders of Social Security Numbers 
(SSN)

Technically: index of terminated Social Security benefit 
holders

= Index of no-longer-current SSNs and holders

A public record compiled by our federal government

Computerization begins with about 1961/2 records

Placed on-line by several entities starting in late 20th 
century.

What info is in SSDI?What info is in SSDI?
Barebones, but can be very useful
Index itself can supply information unknown to you

SSD Index contents:
• Birth date
• Month and year of death

• Name at death
• Social Security number (useful to ask for more information)
• State where SSN# was issued (youthful residence) 
• Last residence, as determined by zip code of residence or zip code 

where the death benefit was sent

UsefulnessUsefulness
Index can lead to information unknown to you

• Use date and residence of death to seek death 
certificate, obit, cemetery record

• Use birth date & state of issue to seek birth 
certificate, baptismal record, marriage and 
children information, etc.

If there is a case file associated with the SS recipient, 
it is destroyed five years after the last benefit is 
issued. This means that beyond the SS-7 application, 
the SS "index" does not lead to any further 
documentation that the genealogist can recover. 
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The Demise of the SSDI as a Geneaogy
Resource??

http://genealogy.about.com/b/2011/12/16/genealogy-sites-
pressured-into-removing-ssdi.htm

ROOTSWEB: SSDI withdrawn
-- a sign of current concerns

Read MoreRead More
Eastman’s Genealogy Newsletter by Dick Eastman 
http://blog.eogn.com/eastmans_online_genealogy/2008/04/usi
ng-the-socia.html#more

Ancestry: below the SSDI search box “About Social Security 
Death Index”

Family Search (Mormons): Wiki page  --
https://www.familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Main_Page
Search for “SSDI,” choose “U.S. Social Security Records for 
Genealogists”

About.com -- older article, still useful: “Social Security 
Sleuthing”
http://genealogy.about.com/library/authors/ucporter1a.htm 

TO DO!!

If you have family who died 1961 or later

Who might be in the SSDI (i.e., received benefits)

For whom you lack such info as
- SS#
- date of birth; residence in early life
- date of death; location of death

You should find that person in the SSDI NOW.
Next week or next month might be too late.

Ancestry.com Library Edition 
has this database.
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Where is the SSDI?Where is the SSDI?
• Ancestry Library Edition:  Ancestry.com

• http://familysearch.org From home page, Browse to United States records, 
scroll to United States Social Security Death Index

• Family Tree Legends (software co. website)               
http://www.familytreelegends.com/records/ssdi

• GenealogyBank (pay); SSDI free, weekly update http://www.genealogybank.com

• American Ancestors = New England Historical and Genealogical Society    -
one of U.S. earliest, most significant genealogical societies 
http://americanancestors.org -- constantly updated

• Now Removed & not available: Rootsweb refers you to Ancestry.com

Offered free in numerous places

Some sites do not update SSDI more than every year or so*

Typical Record ExampleTypical Record Example

from http://genealogybank.com

from ancestry Library Edition from ancestry Library Edition
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Family Tree Legends: http://www.familytreelegends.com/records/ssdi AMERICANANCESTORS.ORG (New England Historical 
and Genealogical Society) (membership) --offers SSDI for 
free

Find SSDI under menu bar item “Searches” --> Free 
Databases

Text

http://www.legalgenealogist.com/blog/2012/02/16/ssdi-genealogys-public-enemy-no-1/

Congressional Action May Shut Public Access to SSDI in Near Future
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Part 2 of Social Security Research: Part 2 of Social Security Research: 
Send for a PersonSend for a Person’’s S.S. Applications S.S. Application

Beyond the information in the index, you may learn more 
from the person’s Social Security Application. (Until 
recently, a new worker had to apply for an SS card.)
These applications contain much person information 
--in particular, names of parents which may not be 

obtainable in any other place. 

Unfortunately, since at least November, the S.S. 
Administration has redacted (blocked out) the names of 
parents of any SS applicant born in the last 100 years on 
the premise that the parents might still be alive. If you can 
prove the parents are deceased, their names will not be 
redacted.

SSA site re history of the SS Application has a sample 
blank form, and the instructions given to applicants:

http://www.ssa.gov/history/ssn/ss5.html

In the words of the Social Security In the words of the Social Security Administration:Administration:
”Please Note: We will not disclose information about 
any person in our records who is under 120 years old, 
except in those cases where we have acceptable proof of 
death (e.g., death certificate, obituary, newspaper 
article, or police report).

Also, under our current policy, we do not release the 
parents’ names on an SS-5 application unless the 
parents’ are proven deceased, have a birth date more 
than 120 years ago, or the number holder on the SS-5 is 
at least 100 years of age.”

A blogger comments: So, for example, if you wanted to obtain a copy of 
the original SS-5 submitted by a person born in 1920, because you don’t 
know anything about the person’s parents, you won’t be able to learn that 
information because the SSA assumes the parents of that person are alive 
and most likely over 113 years old!

Oldest person in U.S. would now be 119 (2010 data):
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_the_verified_oldest_people
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Note: You can still order by mail, using check, Money Order or credit card.

SS Admin now has an on-line request system.
You can choose to order a photocopy of the full SS# application or 
a computer extract [transcript] for less $. In cases where last 
names may be often miswritten, ordering the copy is the better 
choice -- except for the redaction issue.

Mail request form for someone’s SS# Application is  SSA- 711

The person’s SS# Application is his or her  form SSA- 7

* $27 if you know the SS#. 

* $29 if they search by name (SS# unknown).

Go to SSAdmin site and read instructions:                            
http://www.ssa.gov/foia/html/foia_guide.htm

A useful and up-to-date web page 
for SS- 7 ordering how-tos
is at “Italian Genealogy Online”
http://www.angelfire.com/ok3/pearlsofwisdom/ssn_
app_request.html

Example: SS# application

Ancestry.com Library Edition has this database.

http://www.fgs.org/rpac/sddi-call-to-action-kit/

Federation of 
Genealogical 

Societies 
(FGS)\

Call to Action


